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By kind fur mission of The Nottingham Evening Netcs Ltd.
HENRY MELLISH G.S. 1st XV, 1959-60

Back Row: Whitby, S.; Stevens, J. G.: Fisher. B. C.; Evans, C.: Davis, P.
Middle Row: Saxton, J.: Maycock. R. K.; Walker, G. R.; Onley, M. F.: Soar. C. P.
From Row: Bexon, I.; Grifliths, D. J.; Taylor, D.; Garstang, C. A. H.: Goodley, D.
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EDITORIAL
Five years have passed: five summers, with the length
O f five long winters !

These familiar lines o f Wordsworth aptly express the feelings of 
some o f our number as they stand on the threshold o f the outside 
world realising that “the happiest days of their life” are over. Their 
privilege o f attending the Henry Mellish Grammar School has 
lapsed; never again will they be integrated into the attendant joys 
and hardships o f school life. Time has sped relentlessly by, perhaps 
not so obviously during the first and second years, but with gathering 
momentum as the G.C.E. looms into sight. Now that the last “exam” 
is over, the time has come for reflection: has it been worth it, “the 
weariness, the fever and the fret, here where boys sit and hear each 
other groan” as Keats might have said ? Without a doubt the answer 
is "Yes". It has been the happiest days o f life so far. The first intro
duction to the oval ball, to the mysteries of Latin, French and 
Algebra—all these memories and many more come crowding in. 
Now however, those about to join the ranks of “old-boys” will be 
introduced to the office, the new car. National Health and Income 
Tax demands, and will leave behind remembered happiness and 
carved initials.

But while they are changing their mode of life, the school is under
going its change too, so that when these now new Old Boys return 
after long years, bearded, wedded, opulent, they will find the Mellish 
spirit has matured, as, with the years, the buildings have increased 
in number; room 17 is not the last now; rooms number up to 25 
and alterations and additions are scheduled to continue throughout 
the year. And very fine these buildings are with their new foreign 
woods, panoramic windows with coloured Venetian blinds, air- 
conditioning.and spaciousness the keynotes. Those Old Boys who 
attended the Summer Fair in May were green with envy at the good 
fortune of the present members o f the school ! And what of those 
who in the future successfully overcome the II plus hurdle? 
Nottinghamshire is famous throughout the country, and is becoming 
equally so in European countries, for its novel school buildings and 
we rejoice in seeing classrooms, laboratories, library and staff room 
in course o f construction.

“Homes fit for heroes to live in” was once an electioneering slogan. 
Buildings fit for Mellish boys are fast going up. May future 
Mellish boys merit the spacious surroundings that are now being 
provided !

D.F.M,
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School Captain:
Vice-Captain:
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

SCHOOL OFFICIALS
M. F. Onley 
G. R. Walker
J. R. Adams, T. D. Adams, D. J. Braithwaite, 
M. A. Carson, L. C. Elliot, B. C. Fisher, 
D. J. Griffiths, M. Jackson, K. H. Jones, 
J. P. Richards, J. C. Stevens, P. J. Storey, 
J. W. Strawbridge, F. R. C. Ward.
G. S. Benniston, I. Bexon, T. Briggs, K. C. 
Burrows, S. C. Dodsworth, J. Eggleshaw, 
D. Goodley. M. W. Green. B. Heald, H. G. B. 
Hicks, K. Humphreys, T. Jones, D. F. Martin, 
R. K. Maycock, J. E. Newton, H. D. Noble,
B. Reader, J. Saxton, G. B. Spencer, P. A. Toyne.

SCHOOL NOTES
We extend our deepest sympathy to Aid. C. C. Kirk, our Chairman 

o f Governors, on the death o f his wife. Mrs. Kirk was always 
most interested in our activities and was with us as recently as 
May 28th when she opened the Summer Fair.

In December last we lost the services o f Mr. J. B. Rowe; he left 
to take up an appointment with Bucks. Education Committee. 
We wish him well.

In his place we welcome Mr. J. G. Morris and extend to him our 
good wishes—as we do to Mr. D. C. Lovibond who leaves this term 
to join the French staff at Frensham Heights Co-educational 
Boarding School, near Farnham, Surrey, and to Mr. W. D. 
Wareham, appointed Chemistry Master at Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School, Mansfield.

We were glad to see included in the list o f Wranglers in the 
Cambridge Mathematical Tripos, the name o f F. E. Clifford (’51-'58); 
this is a most creditable achievement, since it is only two years since 
he took up the Open Scholarship to Gonville and Caius College, 
which he won in December 1957.

Two other Old Boys whose successes are worthy of special 
mention are P. D. Wheeler (’48-'53), B.A. Hons. History (Oxon)— 
he has just been awarded an M.A. by Chicago University—and 
H. Hardy (’48-’55)—he, having gained an Oxford Blue for Athletics 
and a ‘B’ International against Italy in 1959, has this year gained an 
‘A’ (Full) International; he threw the discus 152 ft. 101 ins. in the 
Oxford-Cambridge Athletics Match and now holds the Oxford 
University Discus record with a throw o f over 155 ft.

Three Old Boys were the officers representing the services on the
C.C.F. Parade on May 18th; they were Lt.-Com. G. W. Holroyd, 
R.N. (’36-’41), F/O M. A. Murden, R.A.F. (’47-’54) and Officer 
Cadet J. W. P. Robins, R.M.A., Sandhurst (’52-’57).

In the Queen’s Birthday Honours List appeared the name o f 
Major T. P. Barber, D.S.O., D.L., T.D., M.A. who has been a
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Governor of the School since its foundation and after whom one o f 
the School Houses is named. For his public services, a Baronetcy 
has been conferred on Major Barber and we congratulate him 
most heartily on this recognition o f his work.

In the Oxford University G.C.E. Examinations, Ordinary Level, 
held in December, 1959, the following boys gained Certificates: 
in three subjects, T. H. Hand; in two subjects, B. C. Cheeseman,
D. F. Musgrove, C. A. Orrick, R. A. Pearce, N. P. B. Sharpe; 
in one subject, J. C. Best, A. R. Clarke, T. D. Cole, K. L. Crouch, 
P. D. Ellis. D. M. Fenn, J. Glasby, P. J. Harrison. R. M. Hulbert, 
M. A. Hutchinson, P. Morris, R. C. Musson, B. Reader. I. A. 
Rowley, A. J. Westcott, M. Swift.

A year ago we reported the 1959 1st XV's unique accomplishment 
—a season o f no defeats. Another similar succession o f victories 
this year makes a record almost unbeatable—two successive seasons 
without losing or drawing a game. And the School holds the Sir 
Henry Birkin Cup for a second year in succession. Pictures o f the 
two winning teams—the 1st XV and the Seven-a-Side Team—are 
included in this issue.

Rugby Colours for 1959-60 are as follows: re-awards—G. R. 
Walker, R. K. Maycock, B. C. Fisher, J. C. Stevens, M. F. Onley; 
awards—P. M. Davies, D. Goodley, D. J. Griffiths, C. P. Soar, 
J. Saxton.

The School was the host, on 25th March, to this year's a.g.m. 
Conference o f Fifth Forms o f neighbouring grammar schools. The 
subject o f the Conference was “The Christian Attitude to Sex and 
Marriage" and the lecturer. Rev. L. W. H. Whiteside from London.

Reports o f two visits to the Nottingham Playhouse will be found 
in later pages; boys from the Sixth and from the Fourth Forms 
enjoyed "Much Ado About Nothing" and “An Ideal Husband".

As the term ends, the new buildings erected on the field are in full 
use, the Staff have just taken over the new Staff Room and the 
builders are about to enlarge and re-equip the existing kitchens and 
laboratories. Appreciative reference to the work done so far is 
made in the Editorial.

A party of over a hundred boys and masters are, on August 25th, 
setting out for Rome and the Olympic Games where they have 
booked to watch the Athletics and Swimming events. Later, after 
sight-seeing at such places as the Vatican, Nice and Monte Carlo, 
they return via Finale Ligure on September 9th.

The Magazine Committee for this issue consists o f Messrs.
E. W. Adams. R. McCandless. S. Marshall. H. K. Butler, S. C. 
Dodsworth and D. F. Martin.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt o f the following magazines and 
apologise for possible omissions:- The Brunts Magazine, The 
Bilhorough Magazine, The Cestrefeldian, The Nottinghamian, The 
Humphrey Perkins Chronicle, The Mitre, The Mundella Magazine, 
The Newtonian, The Novarcensian, The Pavior, The West Bridgfordian, 
The Magazine o f the Royal College, Ceylon.



Six THE CENTA UR

1/j i  F T F
Vll.s. Fairholme, A. J. R.
VA Hulbert, R. M.; Hutchinson, M. A.; Morris, P.; Musgrove, D. F.;

Orrick, C. A.; Rowley, I. A.
VS Best. J. C.; Cartlidge, R.; Ellis, P. D.; Pearce, R. E.
Vc Barber, C.; Sutton, E. T. M.
Illb Clamp, J. S.
I lk  Truswcll, D. W.
Ha Brook, G. D.
Uc Branson, P. R.
la Taylor, N. A.
Ic Riley, P. D.

AVETE
VA Bowman, P. J.; Oldfield, R. A.
Illb Sibley, D. J.

RUGBY FOOTBALL,
Captain: G. R. Walker Vice-Captain: R. K. Maycock

Scoring 402 points against 42 points, the School 1st XV once again 
records an undefeated season, so equalling the performance set up 
by last year's similarly successful XV. The main reasons for this 
phenomenal run o f success by the team can only be its superior 
fitness and its wonderful team spirit—the envy o f many o f our 
opponents ! When starting Rugby we are taught that it is essentially 
a team game and not one for the individualist, and last season's and 
this season’s XVs have proved that true. The School pack settled 
down into a workmanlike and highly mobile eight, giving their fast 
moving threequarters a great deal of the ball. Mention must be made 
of the second-row forwards, Fisher and Stevens, who have been the 
backbone o f the School pack for the last two years; these two 
players represented both the County and Three Counties Schoolboys 
XV. Of the threequarters, mention should be made o f Onley, on the 
left wing, who scored a personal tally o f 35 tries, (a record for an 
individual player at School) and o f his inside partner, Saxton, 
(perhaps one o f the best threequarters the School has had) who 
made many openings for Onley.

The School entered a team in the Lincoln Seven-a-side tournament 
this year and eventually met High Pavement G.S. in the final. The 
School team was leading 8-0 until in the last minutes Pavement 
gained two goals and so won 10-8.

The first XV will be losing some o f their more experienced players 
at the end o f the season, but the example they have set to the rest o f 
the School will, I am sure, be remembered for a long time.

G.R.W.
These notes would not be complete without reference to the 

contribution to the team’s success o f its captain, G. R. Walker, 
particularly in the example he set both in training and on the field; 
his methods and tactics inspired complete confidence. We wish 
him success.
Sat. Jan. 23rd v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Won 15-3

In shocking conditions, with rain pouring down for most o f the match the 
School pack wore down their opponents, gaining possession in the line-outs and
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an average share o f  the ball from the sets, so being able to keep the ball in their 
opponents’ half. What chances were given to the threequarters were snapped up, 
Onley and Evans both scoring after delightful moves by the School backs. 
Sat. Jan. 30th v Nottm. Technical College {Home) Won 28-0

As may be seen from the score, the School overwhelmed a rather disappointing 
College XV, no match for the fast-moving backs and highly mobile pack; in 
fact the backs seemed to score at will, Onley adding another three tries to his 
personal tally.
Tues. Feb. 2nd v Nottm. High School (Home) Won 13-0

On a very muddy pitch, two equally matched packs fought out a very interesting 
duel. With both packs drilled to slip the ball about amongst themselves the game 
developed into a somewhat scrappy but highly entertaining match. The School 
eight were masters in the line-outs, but were blocked by the quick tackling o f  the 
High School front row while in the sets the School had much more o f  the ball 
than their opponents. When given the chance the School threequarters took 
advantage o f the weak tackling o f the High School and Saxton went over for a 
good try after a quick heel near the High School line. May cock and Fisher 
scoring the other tries from forward movements and Griffiths converting two. 
Sat. Feb. 6th v Leicester Training College Won 19-3

The School backs were somewhat quieter in this match, perhaps owing to the 
exceedingly narrow pitch, so it was left to the forwards to fight it out up front. 
The endurance o f  the School pack prevailed and the game fizzled out 
uninterestingly.
Wed. Feb. 10th v Hugh Stewart Hall Won 20-8

On a hard pitch, the School were shaken when Hugh Stewarts scored in 
the first minute, but they fought back, and gradually gained an advantage 
over their opponents.
Sat. Feb. 20th v High Pavement G.S. Won 11-3

A very close game, with the School a shade lucky to win ! If the handling o f  
the Pavement backs had been as good as the School’s the score would have been 
different. With Pavement getting the ball from the line-outs, only quick tackling 
by the School back row and backs stopped them from penetrating our defence, 
but the forwards made up for their lack o f height by driving their opponents 
continually forward and not allowing them to get on top.
Wed. Feb. 24th v University “A” Won 20-8

A rather uninspiring game which tended to get a little out o f  hand, obstructions 
and petty fouls prevailing.
Sat. March 5th v Alderman Newton’s G.S. Won 43-0

The School overwhelmed their opponents in all divisions, the forwards 
combining well and giving their backs plenty o f support.
Wed. March 9th v "AN” Old Boys’ XV Won 6-0

In appalling conditions, with rain falling continually during the game, the 
School had to fight hard against the heavy pack o f the Old Boys, but managed 
to hold on to their slender lead.
Sat. March 12th v Carlton-Le-Willows G.S. Won 46-0

Against a side which much too frequently refused to tackle, the School went 
through to record their highest win o f  the season. Having most o f  the ball the 
School backs were able to produce their best form and with many delightful 
moves piled up the points.
Tues. April 26th v Grangefield G.S. Durham Won 14-12

The School entertained the Grangefield Grammar School who were on tour, 
playing matches in the Nottingham district, on Tuesday April 26th. Grangefield 
had' a similar record during the season to our own. and a level game was expected.

Against a fit and quick moving Durham School, the rather depleted School 
side had to fight hard for their points. Evans and Stimpson, the latter playing in 
his first game for the School 1st XV, scored two good tries after threequarter 
movements.
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THREE COUNTIES SEVEN-A-SIDE TOURNAMENT
Being holders o f the Sir Henry Birkin Cup, the School had a high 

reputation to live up to. A rearranging of the usual seven had to be 
made, owing to injury to Fisher. Walker moving from fly-half to the 
scrum, and Stimpson coming into the backs, the other five being 
Onley, Saxton, Maycock, Stevens, Goodley. In the Bakewell match, 
Stimpson scored the winning try in the last minute. On reaching the 
final the School came up against their opponents o f last year, and 
playing fast and attractive Rugby were able to retain the Cup.

The successful Seven-a-Side team with the Sir Henry Birkin Cup

R esults
1st Round V Southwell Minster G.S. Won 13-0
2nd Round V Bilborough G.S. Won 15-0
3rd Round V Bakewell G.S. Won 5-0
Final V High Pavement G.S. Won 18-0

S econ d  XV
Jan. 27th v Southwell Minster G.S. 1st XV (Home) 
Jan. 30th v Nottm. Technical College (Home)

Draw 6-6 
Won 22-0

U nder  15 XV
Jan. 23rd v West Bridgford G.S. (Home)
Mar. 5th v Southwell Minster G.S. (Away) 
Mar. 12th v Carlton-Le-Willows G.S. (Home)

Won 20-0 
Won 15-0 
Won 20-3
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U n d e r  14 XV
Jan. 23rd v West Bridgford G.S. Lost 8-9
Jan. 27th >• Southwell Minster G.S. Won 20-0
Jan. 30th r High Pavement G.S. Cancelled
Feb. 6th » Newark Magnus G.S. Cancelled
Mar. 10th v Alderman Newton's G.S. Won 6-3
Mar. 12th v Carlton-Le-Willows G.S. Cancelled
U n d e r  13 XV
Jan. 12th v Bilborough G.S. Lost 0-24
Feb. 27th v High Pavement G.S. Lost 11-20

CRICKET, 1960
Captain: M. Jackson Vice-Captain: L. C. Elliott

On the whole the School 1st XI has had reasonable success this 
season, having been defeated only once up to the present. The 
batting has been generally sound. The bowling has lacked penetration 
at times and the fielding has been adequate although never out
standing. We are looking forward to fulfilling the remaining fixtures.

M.J.
April 30th v Woodthorpe C.C. (Home) Drawn

School: 170 for 8 declared. (Bush 87 n.o.. Ward 22).
Woodthorpe: 128 for 6.
The highlight o f an otherwise uninspiring innings was the baiting o f  Bush and 

Ward. Woodthorpe found little difficulty against the School attack and the 
match was drawn.
May 11th v High Pavement G.S. (Away) Won by 4 runs

School: 100. (Green 48, Richards 21).
High Pavement: 96. (Garstang 4 for 27).
With the exception o f Green and Richards the School batsmen did not excel 

themselves, and only a mediocre score was reached. However, good accurate 
bowling provided an exciting finish and the School won by four runs.
May 18th v Loughborough G.S. (Away) Drawn

School: 103. ( Walker 21).
Loughborough: 84 for 6. (Jackson 3 for 16).
Steady batting on a good wicket brought a satisfactory total. The Loughborough 

batsmen failed to take up the challenge and the match was drawn.
May 21st v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Lost by 45 runs

West Bridgford: 85. (Jackson 4 for 20).
School: 40.
Against a strong Bridgford batting side the School did well to dismiss them 

for 85. And then the School collapsed against a hostile opening attack !
June 11th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home) Drawn

School: 124. (Bush 52).
Newark Magnus: 108 for 9. (Jackson 5 for 27, Elliott 3 for 33).
A respectable total was reached on a good batting wicket. Bush excelling with 

a round 52. The School pace attack was steady and victory just eluded them in 
an exciting finish.
June 25th v Mundella G.S. (Home) Won by 93 runs

School: 136 for 4 declared. ( Walker 37 n.o., Jackson 36. Green 26 n.o.. Bush 20). 
Mundella: 43. (Eggteshaw 5 for 7).
Excellent batting against a mediocre attack produced the best total o f  the 

season so far. The Mundella batsmen were unable to hold the School attack and 
a comfortable victory was obtained.
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July 2nd v Nottingham High School (Home) Drawn
High School: 166 for 5 declared. (Elliot I 3 for 49).
School: 97 for 4. (Bush 42).
The High School batted well against a keen School attack. G ood slow bowling 

put the School on the defensive although Bush again was prominent, and the 
game petered out into a draw.
July 9th v King’s School Grantham (Away) Drawn

King’s School: 138 for 5. (Garstang 3 for 31).
School: 101 for 5. (Walker 40, Jackson 26 n.o.).
On a wet wicket the School were unable to break through the Grantham 

batting. Accurate bowling contained the School batting, and the game ended 
in a draw.
July 7th *A’ XI v Southwell G.S. (Home) Drawn

School: 135 for 3 declared. (Bash 51. Richards 51, Stimpson 30 n.o.).
Southwell: 90 for 6. (Westcott 3 for 5).

S e c o n d  XI
May 11th v High Pavement G.S. (Home) Won by 121 runs

School: 158 for 0 declared. (Stimpson 81 n.o., McGibbon 56 n.o.).
High Pavement: 37. (Austin 5 for 10, Stocks 4 for 6).

May 18th v Loughborough G.S. (Home)
School: 33.
Loughborough 37 for 1.

May 21st v West Bridgford G.S. (Away)
School: 78. (Burrows 31).
West Bridgford: 80 for I.

June 11th v Newark Magnus 2nd XI (Away) Won by 4 wickets 
Newark Magnus: 74. (Austin 5 for 25, Storr 4 for 8).
School: 75 for 6. (Burrows 22).

July 1st v Nottm. High School (Away)
School: 56.
High School: 57 for 3.

July 9th v King's School Grantham (Away)
King’s School: 87. (Austin 5 for 19).
School: 67.

Lost by 9 wickets

Lost by 9 wickets

Won by 7 wickets 

Lost by 20 runs

U n d e r  15 XI 
May 31st v Wollaton C.C. (Away)

School: 106 for 1 declared. (McGibbon 30 n.o., Stimpson 
Wollaton: 68 for 5.

June 25th v Mundella G.S. (Away)
Mundella: 83. (Stimpson 4 for 23).
School 88 for I. (Wiser 37 n.o. McGibbon 35).

July 2nd v Nottingham High School (Home)
School: 160. (Stimpson 55, Stokes 34).
High School: 97. (Morris 4 for 24).

July 9th v King’s School Grantham (Away)
King’s School: 54. (Dale 4 for 3, Morris 2 for 2).
School: 55 for 4.

Drawn
62 n.o.).
Won by 9 wickets 

Won by 63 runs 

Won by 6 wickets

U nder  14 X I
May 18th v Loughborough G.S. (Home) Lost by 31 runs

Loughborough: 111 for 2 declared.
School: 80.

May 21st v West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Won by 5 wickets
West Bridgford: 59. (Rennie 4 for 25, Johnson 5 for 14).
School: 60 for 5.
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May 28th v High Pavement G.S. {Away)
School: 107 for 1 declared. (Peck 27, Barber 35).
High Pavement: 56 for 4.

June 10th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home)
Newark Magnus: 90.
School: 93 for 5. (Stokes 55 n.o., Davies 26).

July 6th v Southwell Minster G.S. (Home)
School: 122 for 7 declared. (Pinnock 70 n.o.).
Southwell: 109.

July 9th v King's School Grantham (Home)
School: 89. (Pinnock 29, Johnson 20).
Grantham: 52. (Johnson 4 for 22).

ATHLETICS
Captain: B. C. Fisher Vice-Captain: i. C. Stevens

The School Athletics season began with a match organised by the 
Nottingham Secondary Schools Athletics Association and held at the 
Harvey Haddon Stadium, Bilborough. Representatives from six 
schools competed, with the hope o f achieving standards which 
would hold them in good stead for County Selection. The School 
attained second position after High Pavement in the final placing.
K. Jones gave an outstanding performance by winning the 100 yds., 
although there was strong opposition, and other creditable per
formances were given by C. Soar (Discus), J. C. Stevens (Shot), 
and D. Goodburn (Pole Vault).

In the Senior Invitation Relays (110 x 220 x 220 x 110), the 
school gained little success, so revealing that a lack o f really good 
sprinters still persists in the senior school. The team consisted of 
K. H. Jones. D. R. Taylor. J. W. Evans. M. F. Onley.

As a result o f the S. Notts. Schools A.A.A. Sports, again at 
Bilborough, thirteen o f our athletes represented South Notts, in the 
County Championships held on June 18th, at the Berry Hill Stadium. 
Mansfield. In the Junior High jump. R. Elkington was placed third 
with a height of 4 ft. 11 ins., while in the Intermediate, J. W. Evans 
won the High Jump event with a height o f 5 ft. 2 ins., and D. R. 
Taylor was placed second in the final o f the 440 yds., with a time o f 
54.8 secs. In the Senior section, J. C. Stevens and C. Soar performed 
creditably in the Shot and Discus events respectively.

Our School Sports were held on June 1st in excellent weather and 
turf conditions. One record was broken, in the Intermediate 
Shot, when J. Stimson put the shot 39 ft. 3 ins., breaking the 
five-year-old record by 10£ ins.

B.C.F.

Drawn 

Won by 5 wickets 

Won by 13 runs 

Won by 37 runs

Eleven

Junior
RESULTS

100 Yards: I Coxon (McE.), 2 Allsopp (Balk), 3 Neil (McE.)— 12.4 secs.
220 Yards: I Taylerson. (McE.), 2 Allsopp (Balk), 3 Coxon (McE.)—29 secs.
4 x 110 Yards Relay: I McEwen, 2 Barber. 3 Balk, Bulkeley Disqualified—

56.5 secs.
C ricket Ball: I Weselby (Balk), 2 Cripwell (Bulk.), 3 Tatham (Barb.)— I8T 2"
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Shot: 1 Taylerson (McE.), 2 Tatham (Barb.), 3 Neil (McE.)—31' 3"
High Jump: 1 Harker (McE.), 2 Smith (McE.), 3 Beams (Bulk.)—4' 3J"
Long Jump: 1 Cripwcll (Bulk.), 2 Beedham (Barb.), 3 Allsopp (Balk)— 13' 11" 
Hop, Step & Jump: 1 Harker (McE.), 2 Taylerson (McE.), 3 Richmond (Barb.)—

30' 2}"
Intermediate
100 Yards: 1 Stimpson (Bulk.), 2 McGibbon (Bulk.), 3 Hall (Barb.)— 11.3 secs. 
220 Yards: I Stimpson (Bulk.), 2 Pace (Balk), 3 Cowlin (Bulk.)—25.5 secs.
440 Yards: I Titman (McE.), 2 McGibbon (Bulk.), 3 Barnett (Balk)—59.1 secs. 
880 Yards: I Hall (Barb.). 2 Atkins (Bulk.), 3 Barnett (Balk)—2 min. 23.5 secs. 
I M ile: 1 Atkins (Bulk.), 2 Barnett (Balk), 3 Titman (McE.)—5 min. 18.4 secs. 
High Jump: 1 Elkington (Balk), 2 Hazzlcdine (Barb.), 3 Smith (Bulk.)—4' 10" 
Long Jump: 1 Smith (Bulk.), 2 Tantum (Balk), 3 Raynor (Barb.)— 16' 4"
Hop, Step &  Jump: 1 Elkington (Balk), 2 Payne (McE.), 3 Smith (Bulk.)—32' 5" 
Javelin: 1 Marriott (Balk), 2 Pace (Balk), 3 Taylor (McE.)— 106' 5}"
Shot: 1 Stimpson (Bulk.), 2 Marriott (Balk), 3 Cooper (McE.)—39' 3" (record) 
Discus: I Tantum (Balk), 2 Turner (McE.), 3 Snodin (Barb.)— 112' 11"
4 x 110 Yards Relay: 1 Bulkeley, 2 Barber, 3 Balk, 4 Bulkeley—51.5 secs.
Senior
100 Yards: I Jones (Barb.), 2 Evans (Barb.), 3 Kingstone (Bulk.)— 10.5 secs. 
220 Yards: I Jones (Barb.), 2 Taylor (Barb.). 3 Garstang (Bulk.)—23.5 secs.
440 Yards: I Taylor (Barb.), 2 Fisher (Barb.), 3 Carson (McE.)—55.6 secs.
880 Yards: I Fisher (Barb.), 2 Carson (McE.), 3 Taylor (McE.)—2 min. 5.6 secs. 
I Mile: I Fisher (Barb.), 2 Parker (Bulk.), 3 Crowther (McE.)—4 min. 38.7 secs. 
Shot: I Stevens (Barb.), 2 Green (McE.), 3 Davies (McE.)—37' 6"
Discus: I Soar (Balk), 2 Stevens (Barb.), 3 Matson (Barb.)— III' 10"
Javelin: 1 Garstang (Bulk.), 2 Goodburn (Bulk.), 3 Maycock (Bulk)— 112' 5" 
H igh Jump: 1 Cox (McE.), 2 Evans (Barb.), 3 Garstang (Bulk.)—5' 1"
Long Jump: I Wheat (Barb.), 2 Cox (McE.), 3 Onley (Barb.)— 18' 7}"
Hop, Step & Jump: 1 Cox (McE.), 2 Austin (Bulk.), 3 Newton (Barb.)—37' 10" 
4 x 110 Yards Relay: 1 Barber, 2 McEwen, 3 Bulkeley, 4 Balk—48.2 secs.
Final House Positions

J u n i o r Intermediate Senior
1. McEwen 46 pts. Bulkeley 49 pts. Barber 68 pts.
2. Barber 20 pts. Balk 45 pts. McEwen 37J pts.
3. Balk 18 pts. Barber 25 pts. Bulkeley 25} pts.
4. Bulkeley 11 pts. McEwen 22 pts. Balk 10 pts.

SWIMMING
Captain: B. C. F isher Vice-Captain: G. R. Walker

This year’s School Swimming Sports were, as usual, held at the 
Victoria Baths, and, on the evening of May 14th, a large number of 
spectators enjoyed an entertaining evening. The swimming was of a 
high standard and this year’s invitation obstacle race caused much 
amusement.

Barber House retained from last year the Learning Cup for 
Middle and Senior House swimming but failed to retain the Prefects 
Cup for Junior House swimming: this was won by McEwen House.

Among the outstanding performers was Crowther of McEwen 
House who won the Senior events o f 1 length back stroke, 1 length 
free style and diving, and also the I(X) yds. School Championship.

Presentation o f the trophies was made afterwards by Mrs. 
G. F. Houston.

B.C.F.
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RESULTS OF SCHOOL SWIMMING SPORTS
1 Length Free-Styte 

Junior— 1 Davidson (Balk), 2 Tatham (Barber), 3 Harker (McEwen) 
Middle— I McGibbon (Bulkclcy) 2 Marriott (Balk), 3 Thompson (Barber) 
Senior— 1 Crowther (McEwen), 2 Westcott (Bulkeley), 3 Payne (Balk)

I Length Breast-Stroke 
Junior— I Godbolt (McEwen), 2 Evans (Balk), 3 Croome (Bulkeley) 
Middle— I Barnett (Balk), 2 Davies (Barber), 3 Morris (Bulkeley)
Senior— 1 Evans (Barber), 2 Evans (McEwen), 3 Taylor (Barber)

I Length Back-Stroke 
Junior— I Davidson (Balk), 2 Tatham (Barber), 3 Harker (McEwen) 
Middle— I Marriott (Balk), 2 Thompson (Barber), 3 McGibbon (Bulkeley 
Senior— I Crowther (McEwen), 2 Payne (Balk), 3 Westcott (Bulkeley) 

Breast-Stroke Style 
Junior— 1 Tatham (Barber), 2 Godbolt (McEwen). 3 Davidson (Balk) 

Plunge
Middle—1 Morris (Bulkeley), 2 Nicholls (Barber), 3 Spenser (Balk)
Senior— I Payne (Balk). 2 Burrows (Bulkeley), 3 Evans (Barber)

Diving
Junior— I Tatham (Barber), 2 Godbolt (McEwen), 3 Irvine (Balk)
Middle— I Marriott (Balk), 2 Thompson (Barber), 3 Hearson (McEwen) 
Senior— 1 Crowther (McEwen), 2 Walker (Barber), 3 Burton (Bulkeley) 

Medley Relay 
Junior— I McEwen, 2 Balk, 3 Bulkeley 4 Barber 
Middle— I Balk, 2 Barber, 3 Bulkeley, 4 McEwen 
Senior— 1 Barber, 2 Balk, 3 Bulkeley, 4 McEwen 

Free-Style Relay 
Junior— I McEwen, 2 Balk, 3 Bulkeley, 4 Barber 
Middle— I Barber, 2 Balk, 3 Bulkeley, 4 McEwen 
Senior— I Barber, 2 Balk, 3 McEwen, 4 Bulkeley 

100 yards School Championship for the Wharmhy Cup 
I Crowther (McEwen), 2 Payne (Balk), 3 Marriott (Balk)

Final House Placings
Prefect's Cup for Junior House Swimming

I McEwen 59 pts., 2 Balk 56 pts., 3 Barber 30 pts., 4 Bulkeley 27 pts. 
Learning Cup for Middle and Senior House Swimming

I Barber 115 pts., 2 Balk 107 pts., 3 Bulkeley 73 pts., 4 McEwen 59 pts.

COMBINED CADET FORCE
It was not possible to hold a Camp or Arduous Training this 

Easter but twenty Cadets attended a Whitsuntide Weekend Course 
held at 10.W.E.T.C., Beckingham. As an experiment twenty junior 
Cadets without N.C.O.s were taken, and, with the officers doing the 
cooking, the party catered for itself. The hot weather made ‘exercises’ 
covering fairly long distances rather tough going but nevertheless all 
the time was fully occupied.

During the Easter Holiday however, Lt. W. N. Bow and fifteen 
Cadets spent a most instructive if tiring, eight days in B.A.O.R., as 
guests o f the Green Howards at Paderborn. Once again the weather 
was good and the training and visits arranged varied.

The event o f the term was the Parade held on 18th May 1960; 
this took the place o f the Annual Inspection and celebrated the 
Centenary o f the formation of the Cadet Force Movement. The 
Inspecting Officer was Air Vice-Marshal G. Walker, C.B., C.B.E., 
D.S.O., D.F.C., A.F.C., Chief Officer o f Information, Air Ministry.
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Accompanying the A.V.M., were three Old Boys who are now in the 
service: Lieutenant Commander G. W. Holroyd. R.N. (1936-1941). 
Flying Officer M. A. Murden, R.A.F. (1947-1954) and Officer Cadet 
J. W. P. Robins. R.M.A. Sandhurst (1952-1957). At the Parade the 
Contingent also welcomed the Chairman o f the Governors, Alderman
C. C. Kirk. J.P.

(By kind permission of The Xottm. Evening Neics, Ltd.)
Centenary Celebration March Past

The Air Vice-Marshal was met by a Guard o f Honour from all 
sections including for the first time six Basic Section Cadets. The 
Contingent was formed up in line for inspection on the School 
Field, under the command o f Cadet C.S.M. G. Walker, Vice- 
Captain o f the School, who also led the March Past. Air Vice- 
Marshal Walker was loud in his praise o f the whole Parade and 
March Past; in spite of a cold wind he had remained on his saluting 
base until all the cadets had marched from the field.

After the Parade, the cadets carried out activities, during which 
t i: • isiting Officers watched and talked to them. The Assault 
C ju n e Competition between the Sections created considerable 
inter? :t i nd resulted in a win by the Army Section. This decision 
was, however, reversed a week later when at the Summer Fair the 
Naval Section defeated the Army Section by a few seconds.

In his address to the Cadets in the Hall at the end o f the morning 
Air Vice-Marshal Walker said that he was very impressed with all
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he had seen and particularly with the obvious keenness and team 
work in the Contingent. Stressing the benefits to be gained from 
membership o f such voluntary organisations as the C.C.F., he 
ventured his opinion, that in whatever walk of life a cadet found 
himself in the future, he would find the training he had received of 
inestimable value.

To celebrate the Centenary nationally Her Majesty the Queen has 
presented a Banner to the C.C.F. and this will be paraded before 
her at Buckingham Palace on the 22nd July 1960, by a Parade 
representing all C.C.F. Contingents as well as A.C.F. Units. At this 
Parade the Contingent will be represented by C.S.M. G. R. Walker, 
Sergeant J. E. Newton and Leading Seaman J. Glasby. Her Majesty 
is to be presented with the C.C.F. Centenary Book in which there 
is a page detailing the Contingents' History. In the afternoon there 
will be a Service at Westminster Abbey, attended by the Officers and 
Cadets who were present at Buckingham Palace.

In the Army and R.A.F. Section Proficiency Examination, all 
except two Cadets were successful. It is hoped that this standard 
will be maintained in the Basic Section Test when it is completed 
this term.

As is usual in the Summer Vacation a large number o f Cadets are 
attending Camps and Courses. The Camps are widely spread over 
England once again, R.N. Camps being at the Royal Naval College, 
Dartmouth, and the Training Establishment at Fareham; the Army 
Section at Catterick and the R.A.F. Section at R.A.F. St. Mawgan, 
near Newquay. Cadet Cpl. P. J. Severn has been selected to attend 
the Star Camp at R.A.F. Syerston, and Cadet Cpls. Crouch and 
Severn, Gliding Courses at Burtonwood. Four Cadets will attend 
the popular Naval Aviation Courses at Brawdy and Culdrose and 
Cadet Sergeants Stevens and Newton will undoubtedly benefit from 
the Joint Services Cadet Badge Course at Frimley Park.

Another event in which Cadets are taking part for the first time is 
The Royal Navy Exercise, “Shopwindow". This is a full scale 
Naval Exercise in the English Channel and ten R.N. Section Cadets 
will be aboard H.M.S. Battleaxe on the 19th July 1960.

At the end o f yet another School year those Cadets who are 
leaving school are thanked for their loyalty and interest and many 
o f them for the great deal of work they put in. Like Air Vice-Marshal 
Walker we believe that they have benefited from their membership 
o f the Contingent as much as, and perhaps even more than the 
Contingent and School have. To them we say, ‘Thank You’ and 
‘Good Luck ! *

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
“Much Ado About Nothing"

When members o f Form 6.L.A. were invited to the Nottingham 
Playhouse to see Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing, it was a 
chance not to be missed, for seldom is it the wont of theatre managers
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to stage this play. The reason for this neglect remains a mystery, for 
Val May’s production effervesced with a sparkling vivacity and 
contained all those essential ingredients—rich comedy, wit, colour 
and tender romance—necessary to keep the audience's interest well 
sustained.

Robert Lang and Rhoda Lewis were outstanding as the reluctant 
lovers. Benedick and Beatrice. They were ideally matched to glean 
the fullest possible effect from the humour, and in one specific scene 
when Benedick climbed to the roof of the arbour, he had the 
audience convulsed in paroxysms of mirth with his positively 
athletic antics. Also, their versatility was excellently emphasised 
later in the play when they responded so sensitively to the trans
formation wrought by the tragic occurrences in the church.

The performance o f the two principals perhaps overshadowed the 
competent portrayals of Michael Williams (as Claudio) and Ann 
Bell (as Hero); as conventional lovers they appeared somewhat dull 
in comparison. However, nothing could detract from the effect (so 
brilliantly woven by Val May) o f the touch o f sadness inherent in 
this second love story.

When humour seemed to be giving place to tragedy, there came 
the opportune introduction o f James Cossins, who as Constable 
Dogberry quickly revived the comic spirit. Sweeping boldly on to 
the stage, he really enlivened the second part o f the action with his 
many Malapropisms and ridiculous pomposity. Excellent support 
was afforded by Neville Barber (Don John), Donald Burton (Don 
Pedro) and Diana Kennedy (Ursula).

Graham Barlow with his pleasing architectural sets and the rich 
costume o f the Renaissance period, captured the happy, volatile 
mood o f the play, so contributing considerably to this superbly 
entertaining production—which one hopes will result in a more 
frequent staging o f Much Ado About Nothing in Nottingham and, 
indeed, throughout the country, in future.

T.H. (V! L. A.)

"The Ideal Husband"
Having long looked forward to the visit o f IVa to the Nottingham 

Playhouse, I was, in retrospect, a little disappointed by the attitude 
o f some of the actors. Performances for schools seldom reach the 
same heights as those before the general public, and Oscar Wilde's 
An Ideal Husband was no exception. Perhaps it was because the 
company wanted to reserve its talents for the more critical eye of an 
adult audience, but this performance was not impressive.

The first two Acts were so insipid, so lacking in expression and 
gesticulation, that the bathing nymphs on the backcloth excited 
more curiosity than the plot !

The typically late Victorian setting was designed very well, and 
credit is also due to the wardrobe department, which supplied a 
colourful variety o f costumes.



THE CENT A UR Seventeen

But the acting is the most important component for a successful 
run, and it was the acting that was at fault. James Cossins, who has 
made so many outstanding contributions to the success o f other 
presentations, fell short of his normally high standard by failing to 
produce the desired effect of a responsible, noble gentleman in 
danger o f losing his unmarred reputation as a rising politician. 
Rhoda Lewis, too, who has always been popular with local audi
ences, failed in her representation o f the scheming Mrs. Cheveley, 
i n that she suggested a woman of much higher class than the character 
o f Wilde's creation.

Ann Bell increased my small spark o f enthusiasm to a red hot glow 
by portraying the frustrated Lady Chiltern in a manner o f which 
director Michael Elliott can be justly proud. Robert Lang was 
another o f the few who felt that the evening performance would not 
absorb all his energies and, in consequence, his conception of Lord 
Goring was perfect.

Unfortunately for Donald Burton, his face was concealed behind 
a mass o f beard, and much o f what he said was therefore muffled. 
Apart from this setback, however, he rose to the occasion, and his 
raucous voice and vivacious manner supplied the ingredients for an 
elderly but very lively Earl of Caversham.

The Playhouse is at a disadvantage in being so badly situated and 
designed, and the noise o f the heavy traffic outside drowned a 
considerable number o f words, so spoiling a production which was 
otherwise worthy o f some commendation.

P.R.B. (lVa)

THE BADMINTON CLUB
As often happens following temporary cancellation o f the club's 

activities owing to the School Play, the hoped-for enthusiasm had 
waned on resumption and some fixtures had to be cancelled. Illness 
prevented our match with Brunts Grammar School from being 
played.

In order to foster enthusiasm in future three suggestions have been 
put forward

(a) That table-tennis be played to hold members’ interest between 
games.

(h) That facilities for teaching new members be organised to 
prevent the "novices" from feeling left out.

(<■) That the request from Brincliffe Grammar School girls to 
join the club be granted.

Also if members o f the Staff were to join in our activities, and if 
regular matches o f The School v Staff were arranged, the spirit of 
friendly rivalry would be quickened.

T.D.A. (VI U.U.A.)
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C.E.W.C.
“China and the Modern World” was the subject o f the Spring 

Term Conference o f the Council for Education in World Citizenship, 
held at the Nottingham Girls' High School on Friday the 25th and 
Saturday the 26th of March. On Friday evening, a background talk, 
dealing with the development o f China from earliest times to the 
present-day, was given by Dr. John Chinnery. Lecturer in Chinese 
at the School o f Oriental and African Studies, University o f London; 
the conference then divided into discussion groups where the major 
points arising from his talk were debated. Finally questions were put 
to the speaker, who gladly gave his views on such aspects o f Chinese 
life as the communes and Confucianism. On Saturday evening there 
were two speakers: Liao Hung-Ying (Mrs. H. D. Bryan) M.A., 
B.Sc.(Oxon), who explained “China’s Internal Policy”, and Mr. 
H. D. Bryan O.B.E.. M.A. (Cantab.) who talked about “China’s 
Foreign Policy”. Both speakers seemed enthralled with the present 
and future development o f the “new China”; so much so that one 
could not help feeling that they were rather one-sided in outlook. 
This was again evident in the discussion groups and Brains Trust 
which followed; however, Liao Hung-Ying parried all attacks 
confidently: Tibet, she explained, had been “liberated” (“in the 
distant past it had been part o f China”). A dance provided a popular 
conclusion to the conference.

T.M.S.

THE CHRISTIAN UNION
Many of the Sixth Form are so pre-occupied with the prospect o f 

G.C.E. Examinations in the Summer Term that their interest in 
other activities fades. They turned up in good numbers, however, to 
hear Father Allen, of Hucicnall, talk on the Roman Catholic Church. 
He modestly disclaimed any special qualification to speak with 
authority on this subject, but it was soon apparent, nevertheless, that 
he was well acquainted with the theological and historical attitudes 
o f his Church. The discussion that followed was long, and was 
carried out in friendly fashion, but, as was to be expected, it revealed 
deep differences o f opinion that could not be resolved. This was the 
only meeting o f the term.

L.C.E.

DANCING
In order to provide an added attraction for the Summer Fair this 

year, Mr. Sutherland decided to form a Country Dancing Team 
consisting o f members of our Sixth Form and the Fifth and Sixth 
Forms of the Brincliffe Girls' School. Although, at first, enthusiasm 
was lacking among the Mellish boys they soon got down to the quite 
difficult task o f learning the five dances:- “Little man in a fix", 
"Danish Masquerade", “Varsovienne", “Dashing White Sergeant” 
and "The Virginia Reel.”
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At first, learning the difficult steps provided members o f the team 
with some frustrating moments, but gradually the patient coaching 
o f Mr. Sutherland and Mrs. Borton o f Brincliffe School prevailed, 
and on the eve o f the great day perfection was attained !

As expected, the Country Dancing Display proved to be one of 
the highlights o f the Summer Fair and its success was in itself 
sufficient reward for those who had participated.

We are very grateful to Mrs. Borton and her girls for being 
such good sports and excellent partners.

D.J.G.

THE DEBATING SOCIETY
After a disappointing beginning to the school year, the Society 

can now boast a large membership. The one notable event of last 
term was a debate with the Beckett School on Tuesday 4th April. 
K. C. Burrows and M. W. Green proposed “that the advent of 
television has had a retarding influence on our society.” The motion 
was opposed by two boys from Bccket and was carried.

Owing to the proximity of the G.C.E. examinations no debates 
have been planned for the Summer Term.

H.D.N.

THE NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
The main work o f the Society has been the “Zoo” for the Summer 

Fair (an article on this can be seen elsewhere in this magazine). 
Several filmshows have been held, the highlight being the showing 
o f Walt Disney's “Water Birds” which proved so popular that it 
was shown for the Summer Fair. “The Long Flight” was also shown, 
a film dealing with the research o f the Severn Wild Fowl Trust under 
its Director, Peter Scott. Trapping of birds for ringing was done by 
nets powered by rockets, much to the delight o f the projectionist !

Thanks are due to Mr. Lovatt and his staff for operating the 
projector and for help in designing and building the "Zoo".

M.P.

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
Although very little work has been done this year, a Competition 

is being planned for late November and suggestions will be gladly 
received by the Secretary. It is hoped to have this in the form o f an 
exhibition open for several days.

The competition will be open to all members o f the school and 
there will be four classes—Junior (for Forms I-1II); Portraits; 
Landscapes; and Applied.

New members are, o f course, always welcome.
M.P.
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ZOO, 1960
The Zoo this year had many new attractions including displays of 

Mammals, Birds, Reptiles. Amphibians, Fish and several invertebrate 
forms of life.

Both Biology Laboratories were used, the Advanced laboratory 
having the Ecology plots which this year were built to represent a 
Hungarian Marsh, an Alpine Stream and a Desert Oasis and these 
were probably the most spectacular exhibits. Exotic Birds were also 
on view here. The Junior Laboratory this year contained the 
mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and invertebrates and a very 
small anatomical display.

A new idea was tried this year—a public-address and telephone 
system, the complicated wiring for this forming the "Happy Hunting 
Ground” for the pyromaniacs o f VI lower science !

A few inevitable mistakes were made by the visitors in animal
naming. e.g. a Guinea-Pig was called, "a big white rat”; "a white 
rabbit”; “a 'amster"; however, all but one treated the enclosures 
with respect (“and that little perisher clambered on the Alpine 
Stream”, as the doorkeeper remarked.)

Altogether, the "Z o o” was a success financially (over £12 was 
taken—equivalent to about five hundred visitors), and zoologically, 
despite flooding the Biology Lab.

The final thought—Let’s get ready for next year !
M.P.

HOUSE NOTES
BALK HOUSE

Since the last issue o f the Centaur, three o f the main Inter-House 
competitions have been completed, and results reveal that the 
strength of Balk House lies in the lower school.

The Juniors are worthy o f special note for they have been placed 
first in the Rugby competition, and second both in the Swimming 
and in Athletics. One cannot single out any special individual in the 
Rugby team because their success was due to intensive training and 
a strong team spirit. However, in the Junior Swimming it was evident 
that the House has a bright prospect for the future in Davidson of 
I la who came out top in most o f his events.

The Intermediates have also excelled, being placed first in 
Swimming and third in Athletics. One who was consistently success
ful in both competitions was Marriott of IVa who dominated those 
events in which he competed.

These results reveal a sharp rise in honours and we look toward 
the coming years with high hopes. Although the Seniors did not fare 
so well as the Juniors, real House spirit and enthusiasm were not 
lacking. This was very evident in the Inter-House Rugby competi
tion when we achieved the runners-up position. The Inter-House 
Cricket competition has yet to be played. We hope that those
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members who are playing for the House will do well and that many 
Inter-House trophies are gained by Balk House.

Finally I would like to take this opportunity o f thanking those 
who have assisted me in the organisation of teams and practices. 
Their work has been rewarded by the success o f the House.

D.J.G.

BARBER HOUSE
The Rugby Championship was the first Inter-House activity since 

the last issue of the Centaur. Our Senior team must be congratulated 
on once again winning the Kayser Cup. In the game against Bulkeley 
House three o f our best players were unfortunately unable to play 
and it proved a very close and exciting match but finally we won 
6-3. The Juniors, in coming second, improved on their last year’s 
result; Davies and Gibson deserve mention for the enthusiasm which 
they instilled into the side.

On Sports Day, we won the Clifton Cup—which is competed for 
by the combined efforts o f Seniors and Intermediates. It is interesting 
to note that in all the Senior track events a member o f Barber House 
came first. A meritorious performance ! The Juniors put up a fine 
show and came second equal. Their relay team, which consisted of 
J. Cole, J. Beedham, J. Lindley, and A. Fulward, showed lots o f 
enthusiasm and were only robbed o f victory by a faulty second take 
over. It is extremely encouraging to see such enthusiasm from the 
younger members of the House, due, in great part to K. F. Jones 
who has put in much hard work coaching them. .

At the Swimming Gala the House won both the Senior and 
Middle divisions—a very creditable performance.

On looking back the Seniors once again confirmed their superiority 
over the other Houses but most pleasing is the way the Juniors have 
“got down to the job” and have proved that they have the ability.

We now look forward with confidence to the Cricket competition 
which will be played after the G.C.E. examinations—and also to 
retaining the House Cup.

The House was proud to hear o f the recent honour o f a baronetcy 
conferred upon Major Barber. A letter o f congratulation has been 
sent to him from the House; we wish him every success and happiness 
in the future.

J.C.S.

BULKELEY HOUSE
Since the last number o f the Centaur, the House has been busily 

engaged in the various sporting activities contributing towards the 
Hurt Cup.

The Senior Rugby XV, although containing few players from the 
school teams, put up a very creditable performance in finishing 
second to a very strong Barber House team. The Juniors did equally 
well in finishing second to Balk House.
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It was in the Cross Country Championships that the House 
showed its true form, by winning both the Middle and Senior 
events—a very worthy performance !

Sports Day provided only moderate success for the House; the 
strong Middles were able to win their section but the Juniors finished 
fourth and the Seniors third.

In the Swimming Sports, too, only moderate success was attained; 
the Middles and Seniors were both third in their respective sections 
whilst the Juniors could only finish fourth.

Despite the setbacks in Athletics and Swimming the House has 
not done too badly. There are the Cricket matches to come and the 
House has every confidence o f doing well. If the Juniors will settle 
down and work hard to match the Middles then the House will do 
well in the future.

M.J.

McEWEN HOUSE
The continued rise o f McEwen House in all spheres o f House 

Sports has been a most pleasing feature o f this year's Inter-House 
activity, each o f the various House teams having conducted them
selves both with enthusiasm and with success.

The Juniors, especially, have performed very creditably. In Junior 
Rugby, the high hopes of winning the Championship diminished 
with their heavy defeat by Balk House in the last match, and the 
House had to be content with second position. Swimming, on the 
other hand, for so long a weak point in the House, provided a 
convincing triumph, with particularly good performances by Harker 
and Godbolt; although, as is indicated by our success in the relays, 
the winning o f the Prefects’ Cup was essentially a team affair. 
Finally, in Junior Athletics, we retained the Norman Cup with a 
commanding victory—the extent o f which will be realised when it is 
noted that only in two events did McEwen House fail to take first 
place. Taylerson deserves special congratulations on his performance 
although, again, every member o f the team played a vital part.

If success is obtained in Cricket, the Junior House Championship 
is assured.

In contrast, the year has not been a particularly successful one for 
the Middles and Seniors in their combined section. Despite the 
consistent performances o f the Seniors (coming second in all except 
the Rugby Championships), the lack of talent (rather than lack of 
enthusiasm) in the Fourth Form has unfortunately detracted from 
their success. Two outstanding performances should, however, be 
noted: those o f Crowther in Swimming and Cox in Athletics.

Fortunately, the Juniors provide much optimism for the future; 
if their talent is supported by continued effort from the rest o f the 
House, McEwen House will continue in the ascendant.

MAC .
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PARENT-STAFF ASSOCIATION
The Spring Term Meeting was held on March 3rd and the subject 

this year was the “Diploma in Technology". The speaker was Mr. 
W. R. Lee. B.Sc.(Eng.), A.M.I.C.E., Head of the Department of 
Building and Civil Engineering at the Birmingham College of 
Advanced Technology. Mr. Lee was able to speak from experience 
since his College provides courses for this Diploma.

It was evident from his talk that this Diploma is not intended to 
replace the Degree Courses in Technological Subjects, and students 
with the necessary ability should aim at the University first. It seems

Country Dancing at the Summer Fair

equally true that it is not a ‘soft option’ for those with little ability, 
and a real attempt is being made to set and maintain work o f degree 
standard, though with a less academic approach.

In the Summer Term efforts were concentrated on the Summer 
Fair which was held on May 28th. The Fair was opened by Alderman 
C. C. Kirk, J.P., Chairman o f the School Governing Body, and Mrs. 
Kirk. For the next hour the ladies were kept very busy selling the 
wide variety o f goods displayed on the Stalls, which were colourfully 
decorated in black and gold. Throughout the afternoon the games of 
skill attracted a steady stream o f visitors, young and old, eager to 
show their prowess at archery, quoits or rifle shooting, while some
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o f the men concentrated their more muscular etTorts on hurling a 
heavy ball with intent to wreak havoc among the skittles.

Among the highlights o f the day’s activities were the displays o f 
National Dancing, demonstrations by the Combined Cadet Force, 
and a Natural History Exhibition.

There had been much trepidation in the ranks o f the Sixth Form 
at the prospect o f displaying, with the help o f their partners from 
BrinclifTe, some o f the National Dances they had been practising on 
Friday evenings. Members o f one o f the strongest and most success
ful Rugby Teams the School has had might have been forgiven for 
feeling some embarrassment at executing the more delicate move
ments o f the Country Dances before a crowd o f spectators. In the 
event, the project was a huge success, and it helped significantly to 
create the atmosphere o f a Fair. With the young men in white, and 
the ladies in coloured skirts, the performance was pleasing to the eye 
and, on grass, creditable in performance and rhythm.

Following this unique event, the spectators turned their attention 
to the Cadet Force Assault Course where representatives o f the 
three sections competed in a display o f skill, strength, agility and 
speed. On this occasion the Navy Section ran out winners. On other 
parts of the field, displays of the Glider and 4.2 Mortar were going on.

The gymnastic exhibition consisted mainly of fast-stream-vaulting 
and cross-vaulting. The climax o f this polished display was ‘free’ 
vaulting, including flying astrides and long arm overswings over the 
long box.

More than five hundred visitors paid sixpence each to see the 
Natural History Exhibition in the Biology Laboratories, and found 
it well worth-while. This was the most extensive display o f small 
animals, some arranged in their natural environment, that the 
Natural History Society has attempted.

Film Shows in the Hall, and a delightful display in the New 
Building arranged by the Nottingham College o f Art and Crafts, 
attracted their quota o f visitors, and the workers in the kitchen and 
dining hall were kept continuously busy providing refreshments.

The result o f all the effort can be summed up very briefly. We had 
an enjoyable day and contributed a net total o f three hundred pounds 
to the Welfare Fund.

The Officers and Members o f the Committee wish to place on 
record their very grateful thanks to all who helped to make the 
Summer Fair a success.

R.McC.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
A CRICKETER S LAMENT

The cricket match ’twixt dads and boys— 
("Annual*’ I think they call it)
—This year replaced by "Books” and "Toys", 
French masters winning raffles (a bit
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Of luck !) “Creatures Rare” (!)
“Garden Produce”, "Bottles”, any 
“Fruit”, “Cakes”, or other Summer fare—
Was sadly missed by many.

Twelve Sixth-formers lightly tripping 
On the turf used as the wicket.
Gaily turning and then skipping.
Twelve pretty schoolgirls—just the ticket !—

Dancing at their side.
No more delightful catches low.
No dashing off-drive (father’s pride)
At this May’s Parent-Staff Show.

P.R.B. (lVa)

“AMONG THE THINGS LOST
That night on the boat John had the dream again. The dream that 

had followed him wherever he went for the last ten years. It had 
begun on his fourteenth birthday and since then he had had it 
punctually once every month; however, since he had set out from 
Canada three weeks before he had had it every night. It was always 
the same. The same old-fashioned panelled door with the coat-of- 
arms over the top, the coat-of-arms used by his ancestors before 
leaving England two centuries before. Suddenly, the door would 
begin to open and there she would stand—the most perfect and 
exquisite creature any man could ever hope to see. She would 
beckon, he would fo llow ....... and wake up in his bed in Toronto.

The doctor said that the only way to cure him was for him to find 
this door and stand before it as in his dream; nothing would happen 
and the dream would not recur. The trouble was that John had fallen 
in love with the beautiful young woman in her shimmering white, 
old-fashioned clothing and he felt sure he would find her somewhere.

The obvious place to begin was the old family home; he felt that 
he might find the door somewhere in the house.

It was open to the public o f England as one o f their “stately 
homes" and John Hampdon paid his half-crown and drifted along 
with the common herd, led by the half-wit o f a guide. This gentleman 
took them through various galleries and rooms, keeping up a 
continual stream o f conversation, at times refreshing his memory 
with an occasional surreptitious glance at his guide-book.

Suddenly, as they left the gallery full o f portraits o f his ancestors, 
John saw the door. It was in a corner o f the hall into which they now 
advanced. The guide stopped in front o f it.

“ 'Ere, ladies hand gentlemen,” the fund of knowledge began, 
“we 'ave the door behind which Lady Charlton shut 'erself at the 
tender age of nineteen years after being deserted by one o f the family 
o f this ’ouse. ’E left about two centuries ago to go to Hosteralia or 
one hof the other colonies and she said she would not stir from this 
room until ’e returned. Since that day it 'as never been opened.
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Hover 'ere we 'ave the Green Room, so called because o f the red ..
The public followed the guide like sheep and soon passed from 

sight, leaving John alone in the hall before the so-familiar door. 
Slowly, very slowly, it opened, and there she stood. “You have 
returned”, she said, and held a hand out to him. He took the 
proffered hand and allowed himself to be led inside.

So passed John Hampdon from mortal sight for ever.
An extract from The Times dated one week later:
“Last night fire brigades from all over Rutlandshire turned out to 

fight the blaze which broke out at Hampdon House, recently opened 
to the public. It was not possible to save the old timbered building 
and the police are trying to discover how the fire began. This is the 
second mystery in a week at this old house. A week ago a young man 
from Canada disappeared there. A woman claimed to have seen him 
enter a room which had not been opened for centuries, the one where 
the police believe the fire began. When the door was opened with the 
help o f crow-bars, no evidence of any other entrance was found; 
not even a footprint in the dust o f ages upon the floor.

Among the things of historical interest lost in the fire were . . . .”
G.A.N. (IVa)

THE SIXTEENTH OF JUNE
June the 16th, that wonderful day of joy, when I am set free from 

captivity. Then 1 may take up my trusty weapons and away to war ! 
What new adventures shall I find, whilst fighting against my fiendishly 
clever adversary. He may walk into my trap but also he may not 
even come near; but even so he will furnish me with many hours of 
delightful pastime.

June the 16th, that wonderful day o f joy—the beginning o f 
The Fishing Season.

D.R.T. (VI I. A.)
ON MOTORING

Off we go for a ride 
On the open road.
But wait ! What’s this ?
Ah, ah ! a roundabout.
“After you, sir.”
“No, after you.”
“But 1 insist.”
Very well, then, both together. 
Crash ! Ah, well !

Here comes the policeman:
Now, what’s all this ?
“To appear at the Guildhall . . . .” 
And that for being so courteous !

R.G.W. (ESc.)
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THE OLD TROUT
The rod is set, the cast is made,

The fly floats down the stream.
And the fisherman begins to wade.

He's fishing for the “Cream”.

The old trout lies on gravel bed.
Content to while away 

The day from baits, and so, instead.
Lets flies float on their way.

But when he spots the fisher's lure,
So tasty, to his look.

He makes a dart; he’s now past cure;
He's struggling on the hook !

The fisher checks his screaming line,
And brings his catch to hand.

The trout fights on, o f fear no sign.
Until he gasps on land.

The end is near, the fish lies still.
The genius o f the stream.

The fisherman walks up the hill 
Content—he’s caught the “Cream”.

C.A.D. (FSc.)

A SUMMER SHOWER
The clouds darkened overhead, and in the distance a faint rumble 

of thunder could be heard as Thor woke from his long sleep. From 
his clenched fists the long jagged spears of luminous lightning 
flashed to the ground and frightened away the Sun. His war chariots, 
the dark thunder-clouds, loomed high above, threateningly. The 
storm broke and small, round, wet spots began to appear on the 
ground. The steady pit-pat o f the rain danced to a rhythmic beat. 
The thunder grew louder and the rain dripped off the fresh green 
leaves of the trees into the puddles, forming concentric rings o f 
ripples on the surface. From under the hedge-rows the frogs began 
to appear, bathing in the rain as it poured off their backs. The water 
ran down the gutter, playing a little tune o f its own, as it filtered 
through the spaces in the grating, on to the water below. The patter 
o f rain ceased as suddenly as it had started, the sun glistened on the 
puddles, and all was calm once again.

M.S. (Fc)
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A SUMMER’S DAY
The fiery sun beats down upon the ground.
The larks high in the trees have ceased to sing.
From the deserted woodland comes no sound 
Except perhaps the distant church bells’ ring.

The village now is taking well-earned rest.
And work is over for another day;
The golden sun is sinking in the west.
Only the gentle stream glides on its way.

Up in its lofty tower the church clock chimes;
The harvest moon shines down with silvery light:
Upon the cool night air the fragrant limes 
Give out their perfume to the peaceful night.

And when at last appears the rosy dawn.
The earth awakes to greet another morn.

B.P. (IVa)
THE SEA

Silvery blue, sun-reflecting mounds 
Cover milky, muddy floors o f memories,

And from rumbling buses o f noisy laughter 
Can be seen bridges 

Swinging gracefully over chugging tugs 
And dirty boats o f briny barter.

From the smoky shore of steely, grotesque deformities.
Dipping, dripping, slides a barge of coal.

Gritty, grinding from the quay.
And shatters the scummy surface 

Into rivulets o f oily colour,
Spreading slowly.

Golden sinks the burning orb o f shining warmth 
And blackens the silvery blue.
Leaving jingling stars, bobbing 
On ruffled, cold-swept ink 
And grotesque deformities standing sharply 

Under misty neons.
R.E. (KSc.)

LOST AT SEA
It was a cold November night, fog was flying over the face o f the 

sea and waves were hitting the side o f the launch with tremendous 
force. We steered out of the harbour and headed towards the open 
sea. The spray was biting into our flesh and the gale whistled through 
the ship’s masts.
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Suddenly a massive wave rolled over our bows and crashed on the 
deck o f the launch. For some moments 1 could not breathe and 1 
reached out for something to hang on to. 1 felt myself lifted from the 
deck o f the ship and thrown, like a straw, into the sea, far away from 
the ship. I could not breathe, the cold was numbing my limbs and 
my senses and 1 knew that 1 should drown if I was not rescued soon. 
I felt my brain go numb and my lungs seemed to be bursting as the 
force o f the sea pulled me downwards. I knew that this must be the 
end when suddenly—I awoke.

T.W.E. (K.Sc.)

DESPAIR
It was now dusk and the wind, which had been blowing pitilessly 

throughout the wet, bitter day showed no sign o f ceasing. I huddled 
between two rocks but my aching face was still cut by the driving 
rain and spray blown off the sea. I felt miserably cold and pulling 
the few remaining rags I had around me made no difference.

Deciding to get something to eat, I pulled myself up and staggered 
a few yards to some trees where 1 had left a box of food. The trees 
creaked in the wind and the leaves rustled loudly as the wind howled 
miserably between the branches. Taking a packet from the box, I 
began to make my stumbling way back to the rocks. Before I could 
get there, my weary, numb feet hit a boulder and I was sent sprawling 
forward. I grasped at a tuft o f grass but it came away in my frozen 
hands with the result that I slithered down a small muddy slope to 
the sea's edge. Just then, an enormous wave crashed down on me 
rattling my bones and completely covering me. I felt myself sinking 
in the mud, but, grasping at the trunk o f a small tree, I held on with 
all my might. Slowly the ice-cold water flowed back, leaving me 
gasping for air. With great difficulty I heaved myself out o f the mud 
and crawled wearily on to firm land. But my food packet had been 
washed away so 1 doggedly returned to the box. Taking some raw 
bacon from it, 1 was just about to start my return journey when a 
sudden gust o f wind knocked me off balance and I reeled, crashing 
to the ground. But 1 was still clutching the bacon, and not being able 
to summon up enough energy to get to my feet again, I began to eat 
it raw. Finishing the meat, I crawled bit by bit towards the rocks. 
The wind and rain increased but I was hardly able to notice it and 
after what seemed hours I slumped down in the place where I had 
originally been. I could do no more; I was completely exhausted.

Suddenly I heard a shout from nearby. 1 just managed to discern 
the few words which came between two gusts of wind:

“We'll conclude today’s shooting there.’’
I immediately recognized the voice as that o f the Film Director.

R.B.T. (IVa)
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SCHOOL POOL SUGGESTED 
I read it in the papers 
And so it must be true:
“A school pool is suggested."
What gains to me and you !

But pools can be o f two sorts,
They might mean gains in cash 
Or merely baths to splash in.
To speculate would be rash !

T.D.C. (VlL.S.)
THE WITCH

A tattered, brown cloak around her is spread.
And, sheltering under an old wooden shed.
With pointed ears and crooked nose.
With staring eyes that fix on those 
Who dare disturb her dread repose.
She sits, and all the world surveys 
In silent majesty.

Way up on high, the lightning is flashing.
And soon the air resounds with a crashing,
But she, quite still and very calm—
And yet alert for signs of harm—
Repeating some mysterious charm.
Just sits, and all the world surveys 
In lonely majesty.

One vivid flash reveals it all:
The tattered cloak is a feathered shawl;
Those fearsome features like a bird,
“Tu-whit ! Tu-whoo !” the only word,
Belong—it must now be inferred—
To an owl, who all the world surveys 
In OWLISH majesty !

W.F.B. (/Pa)
THE FUTURE

Man will reach the moon.
Or so we are told:

But why not very soon.
Some cure for a cold !

And o f trips to Mars
We can be quite sure:

There’s even plastic jam jars.
But for the cold—No Cure !

R.G.M. (Ilia)
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ON MACHINES
When first 1 arrived at School one foggy September morn long ago, 

1 was shocked to see a collection o f vintage cars in the back yard. 
They ranged from huge 1930 convertibles (or was it 1910?) to 
modern (1940 !) saloons, all in a sad state o f repair—ripped hoods, 
treadless tyres, and bumper bars all askew.

But there was not a motorcycle on view !
Years sped by, (the cars would have too if they could have, but 

they couldn’t) until, at last, one fateful day, a new purchase was made 
—a 1946 saloon !

But still there were no motorcycles on view !
One day, a much-muffled figure appeared astride a just-roadworthy 

motor scooter !
“Here, you can’t do that", went up the cry. "Only Staff allowed 

on motor vehicles.”
Along went the unfortunate for an interview and presently 

returned, the proud possessor o f the first white postcard.* Since then 
the elite o f the upper school turn up on every kind o f vehicle from 
a tiny scooter to the latest Jag.

What a far cry from what 1 saw, that foggy September morn, 
long ago !

(* Those who know, know; those who don’t—let them find out !)
K.L.C. (VlL.Sc.)

THE TRANSFORMATION OF OUR RAILWAYS
Soon, no longer shall we hear 
The rush o f steam, the whistle clear.
Gone will be the dirt and grime
We’ve known so well through all our time—
Instead, we'll see the flash o f steel,
A loud and ugly hooter’s peal 
We’ll hear instead o f whistle shrill.
As trains rush by from vale and hill.
Going by train will seem to us.
Just like travelling on a 'bus.
But the diesel has to come 
And our railways be transformed 
Into a system, but ’twill seem 
Dull to us, so fond of steam.

D.V.F. (!Va)
A DOG'S LIFE

They say that every dog has its day, and this particular dog 
certainly had a day last Wednesday. I knew something special was 
afoot by the way in which they were whispering round the house at 
some unearthly hour in the morning. They tried to get me up too, 
by cooing "Walky-walks” and “Din-dins" at me as if 1 were one of 
those stupid kittens next door, but I wasn’t having any o f that.
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I curled up tightly in my basket and pretended to be asleep. They 
caught me out in the end though; mistress must have been cutting 
sandwiches or something, because little pieces of pork and cheese 
kept floating past my nose. I just couldn't resist it when an extra 
large lump o f cheese landed right beside me, and I had just swallowed 
it when Tommy came into the kitchen.

“Oh. look, mummy,” he said, “Kim’s just eaten your cheese !”
After that o f course, there was no peace until we were actually in 

the car. The windows are never open when we first get in, o f course, 
but 1 only have to rub my nose on the glass, and they open the 
window before you can say “Bones for breakfast”—I found that 
out years ago.

1 could smell the water a long time before we reached the river, so 
1 had a pretty good idea o f where we were going. They made a 
dickens o f a fuss getting the boat into the water, so 1 wandered off 
along the tow-path to see what 1 could find. It was a wonderful 
morning for smells—there had been a slight shower during the night, 
and every possible animal seemed to have been about. Apart from 
the usual rats, mice, shrews, water rats, voles and frogs, I could 
detect the earthy scent o f a hedgehog, and even a snake had crossed 
the path into a field on the other side.

Eventually they managed to launch the boat successfully, and Jane 
was sent to look for me. She went the wrong way at first, but I 
decided not to play them up, and made my presence known.

I made my way hopefully to the prow, but as usual the children 
wanted to sit there, so 1 sat on one o f the side-seats until that was 
claimed as well, and putting my front paws over the side, 1 watched 
the houses and fields floating past.

We weren't going very fast, but the towns and villages seem to 
slip past much more quickly than when we go by land.

We weren’t the only people on the river, o f course; there were a 
couple o f boats out from the North Thames Boating Club, and on 
one o f the private cabin cruisers there was an ugly old bull dog who 
barked so much when he saw me that . . . .  Hallo ! Someone’s just 
said, "Dinner”, and I can tell by the tone o f voice that they mean it ! 
There's a lot more that I’d like to say, but it’s stewing beef today— 
1 saw it in the shopping basket. All right ! I’m coming !—Honestly, 
they get so impatient if a chap doesn’t come the first time . . . .

R.J.B. (IVa)

THE ATTRACTION OF ARCHAEOLOGY
Often, in search o f whence we have come, we wander through 

museums and see yellow, half-decayed leaves o f papyrus, and 
fragments o f vases, reliefs and columns, all covered with wonderful 
signs and pictures called hieroglyphs. We know there are men who 
can read these signs as easily as we read newspapers and books in 
our own language. We wonder how the mysteries o f these ancient 
scripts and languages, that had ceased to be written or spoken when
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Europe was still virgin forest, were revealed; how it was possible 
even to read sense into the curious symbols.

But when all is said and done, what does it matter to twentieth- 
century man who drives a car and flies an aeroplane, who worries 
about the future not the past, what an Assyrian king wrote to his 
son in hieroglyphic writing ? or what the ground plan o f an Egyptian 
temple may be ?

Some archaeologists hold that one cannot look at the numbers on 
the face of one's clock without taking into account the old Baby
lonian method o f reckoning time. This indicates that anyone who 
occupies himself with the studies o f ancient cultures can no longer be 
justly compared to a seaman pressing forward through unknown 
waters not knowing whence he comes or whither he is going. Rather 
he is like the navigator who has suddenly become aware o f the 
current he encounters, and of his course from a definite past to a 
recognizable future. Yes, he even has some sense o f the future, for 
the science o f the past uniquely provides him, in its five thousand 
years o f history, with a model, in terms o f which he can trace the 
future.

The great task o f the archaeologist has become to make dried-up 
wellsprings flow again, the forgotten known once more, the dead 
alive, and to trace the course o f that historic stream by which we are 
all encompassed, wherever we may live. This stream is the great 
community o f the Western World which for five thousand years has 
surged on under different flags, yet has been guided by the same 
constellation.

For this reason, Archaeology is the concern o f us all and not in 
the least an esoteric branch o f science. When we busy ourselves with 
archaeology, life as a whole has become our subject. And life is not 
a spasmodic, piecemeal affair, but a constant balancing on the 
point o f intersection where past and future meet.

J.R.T. (Vc)
ANGER

When slipp'ry anger from its master’s care 
Escapes, and freely runs to see what pain,
What havoc it can cause, what pleasure gain.
What vengeance it can take if any dare 
To block its way and stop it passing there—
Then all beware, for nothing can restrain 
Its passion, till it chooses to refrain,
Slowly returning to its secret lair.
But when, by shameful human hand releas’d.
It roams on martial plains and battle’s roar.
Then few survive its bite; both man and beast 
Are crush'd beneath its terrifying claw;
It bends its neck to eat its horrid feast.
Then lifts its ugly head, and cries for more.

G.H.C. (IVa)
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THE URCHINS
“One, two, three, four”—
If their pence were pounds, they would still be poor; 
Roaming the streets, unwanted, forgotten.
No relief for these misbegotten.
"One, two, three, four”.
They count them again but still there’s no more.
But they must have food, so off they go 
To buy two loaves from a shop they know.
"One, two”—now only two !
Pence don’t go far; they know that’s true.
Each o f the loaves has cost them a penny 
But hasn’t relieved their hunger any.
Soon, o f the four, there remain none.
And soon their life, like their pennies, is gone.
Soon they are dead ! Whose fault is this 
That they the fullness of life should miss ?
War and hate, disease and gold
Are the reasons their story can never be told.
“Each for himself; to the devil the rest;
The poor, ill and hungry are naught but a pest !”
From our larder, our bank, our wardrobe, our heart 
Let each be willing to give up a part 
That life may be happy and free from all fear 
And the welfare o f each to the other be dear.

J.W. (FSr.)
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