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HENRY MELLISH G.S. 1st XI, 1959
Back Row: Richards, P. J.; Walker, G. R.; Wright, W.; Jackson, M.; Flint, K.; Green, F. G.; Martin, R. W. 

Front Row: Stoppard, D.; Millns, G.; Mr. E. A. Burnham; Dale, J. A.; Bush, J.; Tomlinson, D. E.
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EDITORIAL
I960 ! More than half-way through the Twentieth Century ! 

1960 ! Another year, a New Year ! This reality will be viewed 
with indifference by some and with alarm by others at H.M.G.S.

New members of the school, both boys and staff, look back on 
fourteen very short weeks and forward to a seemingly endless 
succession of new terms. Their elders, however. Sixth Formers 
and school leavers, look back with a smile (or perhaps a wince), 
remembering the days when they were the “fags” of the school. 
But 1960 for them presents a prospect at once both inviting and 
forbidding—the joys of old friendships and friendly haunts soon 
to be exchanged for an adult world of uncertainty and exacting 
routines. Between the Scylla of “fag-dom” and the Charybdis of 
“joumey’s-end” lie the halcyon days of the Middle School. How 
many boys in this blessed state view 1960 with only the mild interest 
which the familiar passage of time, diurnal or annual, arouses in 
the minds of those who have never yet felt “Time’s winged chariot” 
brush past them ?

But hard-bitten veterans and mere tyros will, both of them, 
respond to the challenge of 1960, for a time at any rate, with new 
hopes and new resolutions. The athlete determines not to neglect 
his mid-week training and to strive even more to enhance the glory 
of his House; the scholar resolves to master the book he, last term, 
had so often put aside; the hobbledehoy decides that no longer will 
his manners or his appearance be a reproach to his form.

However, one of the most endearing aspects of human nature is 
that it makes resolutions and then breaks them ! ’Tis time to 
remember the well-known motto, “Tenax propositi” !

S.C.D.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS
School Captain: 
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

House Captains:

M. F. Onley Vice-Captain: G. R. Walker 
J. R. Adams, T. D. Adams, D. J. Braithwaite, 
M. A. Carson, L. C. Elliott, B. C. Fisher, 
D. J. Griffiths, M. Jackson, K. H. Jones, 
J. P. Richards, J. C. Stevens, P. J. Storey. 
J. W. Strawbridge, F. R. C. Ward.
G. S. Benniston, I. Bexon, T. Briggs, K. C. 
Burrows, S. C. Dodsworth, J. Eggleshaw, 
D. Goodley. M. W. Green, B. Heald, H. G. B. 
Hicks, K. Humphreys, T. Jones, D. F. Martin, 
R. K. Maycock, J. E. Newton, H. D. Noble, 
B. Reader, J. Saxton, C. B. Spencer. P. A. Toyne. 
McEwen—M. A. Carson. Balk—D. J. Griffiths, 
Barber—J. C. Stevens, Bulkeley—M. Jackson.
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SCHOOL NOTES
The School Year, 1959-60, began on September 14th with 572 

boys, including 100 new boys.
We welcomed to the Staff in September Mr. J. G. Hurst—in 

place of Mr. M. A. Argyle—to teach Latin and Mr. J. W. Bilton— 
in place of Mr. J. B. Brocklehurst—to teach Music.

It is with regret that we have to record the deaths, on October 
20th of A. Ancliff, aged 15, and on November 30th of C. H. Oates, 
aged 13. We extend our deepest sympathy to their parents.

We congratulate W. K. Whitehead on being awarded a State 
Scholarship on his G.C.E. Advanced Level successes last July.

I. E. Rennie (VSc) was awarded the Endowment Prize for the 
best result at Ordinary Level.

After the G.C.E. Examinations, parties of Fifth Form boys were 
privileged to visit the following places—Boots Pure Drug Co., 
Beeston, John Player & Sons, Ericssons Telephones Ltd., Notts. 
County Cricket Club, Brush Engineering Co., Loughborough, 
Nottingham University Engineering Dept.

Cricket colours for the season 1959 were awarded to Jackson, 
Millns and Stoppard; re-awards were made to Green and Tomlinson.

F. G. Green was chosen as a member of the County Grammar 
Schools XI to play in the Summer holidays against other counties’ 
teams; M. Jackson was chosen to play for Notts. C.C.C. Youth 
Council XI.

The following boys were included in the County Schoolboys XV, 
playing during the Christmas holidays against Derbyshire, Leicester
shire, Lincolnshire and Staffordshire XVs.: B. C. Fisher, D. Goodley, 
D. J. Griffiths, R. K. Maycock, M. F. Onley, J. C. Stevens,
G. R. Walker; J.G.Stimpson was chosen as a member of the Midland 
Counties Under 15 team.

The second annual Commemoration Service, held in St. Mary’s 
Church, Bulwell, on 30th October, was conducted by Old Boys, 
Revs. F. E. Newton (’39-’44) and E. W. Cox (’41-’49) and the sermon 
was preached by Rev. B. R. Howell, M.A., (’33-’38). The organist 
was, again, F. D. Wilson (’50-’57).

Mr. George Cansdale, of radio and television fame, gave his 
lantern lecture, “ From Gold Coast to Ghana” , to the Upper and 
the Lower Schools on the morning and afternoon of 23rd October.

During the Autumn Term, parties of boys attended Nottingham 
Playhouse matinees of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”, “The 
Beggar's Opera” and “A Christmas Carol” .

This year’s School Play, presented on the four evenings, December 
15-18, to appreciative audiences, was the melodrama, “Sweeney 
Todd”.

The day before the Autumn Term ended. 22nd December, the 
film, “Henry V” was shown to the whole school, Forms IV-VI in 
the morning and I-III in the afternoon; girls from Brincliffe School 
attended in the morning.
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Old Boys may be interested to know the First XI Saturday home 
matches for 1960; they are: Woodthorpe C.C. (April 30th), West 
Bridgford G.S. (May 21st), Newark Magnus G.S. (June 11th), 
Mundella G.S. (June 25th), Nottingham High School (July 2nd), 
Welbeck College (July 16th).

The Magazine Committee for this issue consists of Messrs. 
E. W. Adams. R. McCandless, S. Marshall. H. K. Butler, S. C. 
Dodsworth and D. F. Martin.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines 
and apologise for possible omissions: The Brums Magazine, The 
Bilhorough Magazine, The Cestrefeldian, Carlton-le- Willows Maga
zine, The Elizabethan, The Humphrey Perkins Chronicle, The Mitre, 
The Mundella Magazine, The Newtonian. The Pavior, Welbeck 
College Magazine. The Westbridgfordian, The Magazine o f the 
Royal College, Ceylon.

VALETE
VIU.A. Branney, P. H.; Chambers, D.; Green, F. G.; Hammett, M. A.;

Harrison. R. M.: Layton, R. W.; Millns, G.: Paterson. R. K.; 
Radford. J. K.; Richardson, P.; Stevenson, M. S.; Stoppard, D.; 
Tomlinson, D. E.: Wright, D. 

yiU.Sc. Bunting, C.; Chastney. A. H.; Dale, J. A.; Darley, A.; Elliott, T. J.;
Ford. B.; Herbert, S. J.; Hole, J. D.; Mills, J. F.; Richardson. B. P.; 
Rushforth, A. J.: Scott, P.; Simpson, L. M.; Stevenson, J. H.; 
Taylor, K. M.; Webster. P. S.; Whitehead, W. K.; Whyte, P. J. H.; 
Willmott, F. E.

VIL.Sc. Locke, M. J. M.
VA Adams, D.; Baker, G.; Barton, P.; Bridgett. M. C.: Dawkins, K..;

Dunkley, D. C.; Flint. K.; Guy. C. P.; Hind, P. W.; Jarvis, D.; 
Owen, K.; Severn, D.; Swift, M.; Till, J. S.; Watson, B. S.; Willis, S. J. 

VSc. Bond, T. M. E.; Cox, D.: Hursthouse, T. G.: Hutchinson, P.;
Rennie. J. E.; Searle R. S. N.; Smith, A. J.; Tomlinson, S. J.; 
Whiting, K. G.; Wyer, D. E.

Vc. Bratton, J. A.; Cracknell, J. H.; Densham, K.; Gardiner, D. J.;
Gibbons, A.; Graham. B.; Hall, M.: Hodgman, D.; Lloyd, C. D.; 
Marshall. R.; Morley, D.: Robson, C.; Shaw, J. R.: Spencer, G. V.; 
Towers, A.; Wade, K..; Watson, C.J.; Watson, P. J.; Wright, D.

IVa Hodgkinson, K.
Ilia Deshmukh, D. S.
Ha Pyatt, J. C.
lib  Gouck, C. R.

AVETE
VIL.A. Ryan, T. J.
VA Crowther, M. O.
IVa Nicholls, G. A.
Ilia Harryman, A. D.
lib Harryman, J. A.
lie Branson, P. R.; Cripwell. T. B.
la Abbott, M.; Appleton, P. N.; Barrett, T. R.; Beardall, M. D.;

Buckley, P. I.; Cantrell, J. L.; Chamberlain, G. E.; Copley, A. R.; 
Drage, S. A.; Edmondson, I. R.; Eggleshaw, R.; Gill, D.; Godbolt,
C. M.; Hammond, J. E.; Hazell, D. I.; Hooper, P. P.; Hunt, N. E.; 
Johnson. D. J.; Knewstubb, J. E.: Leafe, M. R.; Lewis, J.; Murchie, 
P. G.; Nisbet, M. J.; Oldershaw, P. J.; Porter, J. R.; Sinclair,
D. T. A.; Swain, A.: Taylor, N. A.; Turner, R. B.; Ward, J. S.; 
Wilkinson, R. J.; Wright, M. J.
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lb Anclifie, R.; Bcharell, R.; Bott, J. R.; Brannan, P. G.; Brooks, R.;
Butler, J. R.; Cale, D. C.; Clay, G. A.; Clifton, J.; Coxon, K.; 
Davie, B. J.; Davies, E. W.; Eite, J. W.; Farnsworth, J. S.; Green, 
R. E.; Gregory, P. B.; Griffiths, P. A.; Hazzledine, W. J., Johnson, 
P. K.: Lancaster, D. N.; Lane, G.: Luckcuck, A. N.: Mills, J. R.; 
Morley, K.; Potts, R. K..; Rollins, A. W.; Smith, G. A.; Smith, T.; 
Turner, F. D.; Williams, M. W.; Whiting, E. R.; Wragg, C. P.

Ic Austin. J. A.; Bell, S. L.; Birchmore, R. J.; Bodill, T.; Bull, G.;
Bunting, M.; Cameron, J. A. D.; Clifton, J.; Coles, J. F.; Corbett, 
T. R. J.; Elliott, A. P.; England, P.; Fielding, C. J.; Frost, P. A.; 
Gaspar, R.; Hallctt, S. P.; Harker, G. G.; Marsden, J. L.; McDonald, 
M. G.; Richardson, T.; Riley, P. D.; Smith, R. F. G.; Stallard, J. A.: 
Stubbs, P. J.; Titman, D. J.; Toogood, G. Y.; Towle, J. A.; White, G. 
M.; Wilson, D.; Wright. B. A.; Wright. J. S.

EXAMINATION RESULTS, 1959
in the Oxford General Certificate of Education Examination 

held in the summer term, the following pupils passed at the Ordinary 
Level in the numbers of subjects shown:—
Adams, D. (8): Baker, G. (3): Barton, P. (5); Bell, A. (7); Bell, J. L. (5); Best, 
J. C. (4); Bexon, I. (1); Bond, T. M. E. (5); Braithwaite, D. J. (1): Bratton,
J. A. (1); Bridgett, M. C. (7); Briggs, T. (2); Bullock, R. (I); Burrows, K. C. (1); 
Carson, M. A. (I); Chamberlain, C. J. (1): Chastney, P. R. (5); Cneeseman,
B. C. (4): Clarke, A. R. (4); Clay, J. F. (5); Cole, T. D. (5); Cooper, M. R. (5); 
Cox, B. R. (4); Cox, D. (6); Coxon, D. J. M. (1); Cracknell, J. H. (4): Crouch,
K. L. (6); Davies, P. M. (1); Dawkins, K. (8); Densham, K. (2); Dexter, J. A. (6); 
Dixon, N. D. (I); Doyle, T. (1); Dunkley, D. C. (6); Edwards, R. (6); Ellis, 
P. D. (3); Fairholme, A. J. R. (4); Fenn, D. M. (5): Flint, B. P. J. (5); Flint, K. (5); 
Gibbons, A. (1); Glasby, J. (4); Goodall, M. J. (1): Goodburn, R. A. (5); 
Graham, B. (2); Guy, C. P. (6); Hall, M. (1); Hallam, M. G. (6); Hand, T. H. (2); 
Harrison, P. J. (1); Herbert, P. J. (4); Hickling, R. E. (7); Higgins, D. J. (5); 
Hind, P. W. (4); Hodgkinson. K. (5): Hodgman. D. (2): Hulbert, R. M. (3): 
Humphreys, K. (1); Hunt, T. (4); Hursthouse, T. G. (6); Hutchinson, M. A. (5); 
Hutchinson, P. (6); Jarvis, D. (4): Layton, R. W. (1); Lloyd, C. D. (1); Love,
C. (7); Lowe, T. P. (5); Marshall, R. (2); Martin, A. (7); Matson, F. R. (1); 
Maycock, R. K. (1); Mayfield, P. J. (6); Morris, P. (5); Musgrove, D. F. (4); 
Musson, R. C. 0 ) ;  Newton, J. E. (2); Orrick, C. A. (2); Owen, K. (4); Parker, 
T. R. (4); Peaker, M. (7); Pearce, R. E. (I); Peatman, E. (3); Reddish, S. B. (7); 
Rennie, I. E. (7); Robson, C. (I); Rowley, I. A. (2); Scott, P. (I); Searle, R. S. N. 
(3); Severn, D. (3); Severn, P. J. (5); Sharp, N. P. B. (3); Shaw, J. R. (2) 
Smith. A. J. (1); Spencer, C. B. (1); Spencer, G. V. (3); Stevens, J. C. (4); 
Stevenson, M. S. (1); Storr, R. C. (1): Sutton, E. T. M. (3); Swift, M. (4); 
Taylor, D. R. (4); Taylor, G. J. (4); Till, J. S. (2); Tindall, A. M. (8); Titman, 
I. L. (8); Tomlinson, S. J. (5); Towers, A. (4); Toyne, P. A. (1); Turner, A. (2); 
Walker, G. R. (1); Watson, B. S. (7); Watson, C. J. (I); Watson, P. J. (1); 
Westcott, A. J. (2); Whitby, S. E. (4); Whitehead, L. A. (7); Whiting, K. G. (6); 
Willis, S. J. (5); Wingate, P. F. (5); Wright. D. (2); Wyer, D. E. (3).

The following pupils passed at the Advanced Level in the subjects 
shown, initials of subjects denoting passed in Applied Mathematics, 
Biology, Botany, Chemistry, Engineering Drawing, English Litera
ture, French, Geography, Higher Mathematics, History, Latin, 
Music, Physics, Pure Mathematics, Pure-and-Applied Mathematics, 
Zoology.
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Capital letters denote passes at advanced level, small letters 
passes at ordinary level on advanced level papers, an asterisk 
distinction at advanced level.
Adams, T. D. (E, f, h); Adams, J. R. (p, Bi.); Braithwaite, D. J. (p, Bi.); 
Branney, P. H. (L, F, H); Bunting, C. (PM, AM, P); Carson-Rowland. M. J. 
(pam, p, C); Chambers, D. (E, F, g); Chastney, A. H. (PAM, P); Dale, J. A. 
(PAM, P. C); Darley, A. (PM, AM, P); Dodsworth. S. C. (e, H); Elliott, L. C. 
(PM, AM, p); Elliott, T. I. (PAM. P, C); Ford. B. (PM*. AM, P); Goodley.
D. (e. f); Green, F. G. (E, H); Green, M. W. (P, C, Bi.); Griffiths, D. J. (ED); 
Hammett, M. A. (E, h); Harrison, R. M. (e, f, h); Heald, B. (G); Herbert, S. J. 
(PM, AM, P); Hole, J. D. (PM, AM, P, ED); Jackson, M. (E, H); Jones, K. H. 
(PM, AM, P); Layton, R. W. (E, h, G); Martin, D. F. (E, h); Millns, G. (e. G); 
Mills, J. F. (PM. AM, P); Noble, H. D. (PAM. P, C); Onley, M. F. (PM, AM.P); 
Paterson, R. K. (E, G); Radford, J. K. (E, H, G); Richardson, B. P. (PM, AM*, 
HM); Richardson, P. (E, F); Rushforth, A. J. (PM, AM, P, ED); Scott, P. 
(PAM, P, C); Simpson, L. M. (pm, p); Stevenson, I. H. (PM, AM, P, ED); 
Stevenson, M. S. (E, H, Mus.*); Stoppard. D. (E, h, G); Taylor, K. M. 
(PM, AM, P, ED); Tomlinson, D. E. (E, f, G); Ward, F. R. C. (pm, AM, p); 
Webster, P. S. (PAM. P, C); Whitehead. W. K. (PAM. P*. C*,); Whyte, P. J. H. 
<P, ED); Willmott, F. E. (C, B, Z); Wright, W. (I, F, H)

W. K. Whitehead has been awarded a State Scholarship.
PRIZE LIST

Form Prizes: 
P.T. and Games:

Form Prizes:

P.T. and Games:

Form Prizes:

P.T. and Games: 
Evans Prizes:

Form Prizes:

P.T. and Games: 
Evans Prize: 
Learning Prize:

Form Prizes:

Form Prizes:

Dramatics Prize: 
(P/S Association)

Form Prizes:

Forms I
Beedham, J. F. /a; Coxon, R. /a; Storr, J. G. la. 
Weselby, F. A. lb; Rayner, M. E. la.

Forms II
Mills, K. R. Ha; Biggs, A. G. Ila; Elton, C. J. 
Ila.
Davies, D. H. Ha.

Forms III
Titman. R. B. Ilia; Snodin, D. J. Ilia; Barrett. 
M. J. Ilia.
Stimpson, D. J. Illh.
Bassford, R. Illh; Walker, D. K. Illb.

Forms IV
Cooper, M. R. IVaS; Higgins, D. J. IVaA; 
Hodgkinson, K. IVaA; Bell, J. L. IVaS. 
Garstang, C. A. H. IVb.
Wilkinson, A. R. IVb.
Evans, J. W. IVb.

Forms V
Rennie, I. E. Vs; Dawkins, K. VA; Peaker, M. 
VS; Bell, A. Vs; Hallam, M. G. Vs; Titman, I. L. 
VA: Tindall, A. M. VA.

Forms VI Lower 
Newton, J. E. Vlls; Reader, B. Vlls; Spencer,
C. B. Vlls; Storr, R. C. Vlls; Still, T. M. Vila; 
Bullock, R. Vila; Carson, M. A. Vila; Parker,
D. K. Vila.

Burrows, K. C. Vila.
Forms VI Upper 

Whitehead, W. K. VIus; Richardson, B. P. VIus; 
Webster, P. S. Vlus; Noble, H. D. Vlus; 
Willmott, F. E. Vlus; Ford, B. Vlus; Hole, J. D. 
Vlus; Stevenson, I. H. Vlus; Rushforth, A. J. 
Vlus; Stevenson, M. S. Vlua; Branney, P. H. 
Vlua.
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Wharmby Cup: 
(Swimming) 

Nicholson Cup: 
(Cricket)

Stanfield Cup: 
iRugby Football) 

Service Prize:
Head Prefect's Prize: 
Balk Cup and 

Chairman's Prize:

Fisher. B. C. Vlls.

Green, F. G. Vtua.

Millns, G. Vtua.

Walker. G. R. Vlls 
Richardson, P. Vlua

Richardson, P. Vlua

HOUSE TROPHIES
Kayser Cup (Senior Rugby Football)
Orchard Cup (Junior Rugby Football)
Old Boys’ Cup (Senior Cricket)
Haines Cup (Junior Cricket)
Clifton Cup (Senior Athletics)
Norman Cup (Junior Athletics)
Learning Cup (Senior Swimming)
Prefects’ Cup (Junior Swimming)
Memorial Cup (Junior House Championship) 
Houston Cup (Senior House Championship) 
Hurt Cup (House Championship)

Barber House 
Bulkcley House 
McEwen House 
Bulkeley House 
Barber House 
McEwen House 
Barber House 
Barber House 
Bulkeley House 
Barber House 
Barber House

CRICKET, 1959
Captain: J. A. D ale Vice-Captain: G. M illns

The School 1st XI had reasonable success during the season, 
but it did not really live up to expectations until the later matches 
although only once was it defeated. The batting was sound and 
the whole side dismissed on only one occasion, F. G. Green being 
undoubtedly the most successful and as a result being rewarded with 
a place in the County Grammar Schools’ XI. The bowling lacked 
penetrative power on most occasions although it must be said that 
wickets were seldom helpful to the bowlers. The fielding, especially 
the close-in fielding, left much to be desired. However, new blood 
will be introduced next season and with it new hopes.

Colours were awarded to Stoppard, Jackson and Millns, re
awards to Tomlinson and Green.

M.J.

Wed. 10th June v Welbeck College (Away) Drawn
Welbeck: 202 for 2 (dec.)
School: 91 for 6. (Tomlinson 26, Stoppard 21).
On a dry, lifeless wicket Welbeck piled up the runs against a poor School 

attack. Apart from Tomlinson and Stoppard the School batsmen did not 
distinguish themselves and were glad to force a draw.

Sat. 13th June v Brunts G.S. (Home) Won by 10 wickets
Brunts: 76. (Walker 4 for 12, Dale 4 for 29).
School: 78 for 0 (Marshall 50 n.o.)
Brunts found runs difficult to come by against an accurate School attack 

and were soon dismissed. Against medium-paced bowling, the School openers 
had little difficulty in reaching the required total.



fo r  SPORT
o f  course !

-  and Games 
-  and Toys

SEND FOR THE SPORTING BROADSHEET

REDMAYNE
and TODD Ltd.

★
SERVICE FOR SPORT 

★

C arrington S treet, N ottingham
Telegrams: Recreation, Nottingham. Phone: Nottingham 51904-5-6



Complete Uniforms for 

the Henry Mellish School

W ell desig n ed , w ell cu t su its , b laze rs , 
f lan n e ls , e tc . fo r th e  m o d e rn  young m an . 
Also a la rg e  se lec tio n  of ra in co a ts  and  
sh o rtie  leng th  sty les, sh irts  a n d  ties, socks 

an d  u n d e rw ea r.

Second Floor — Upper Parliament Street
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Sat. 20th June v Mundella G.S. Drawn
School: 155 for 5 dec. (Green 65. Jackson 37, Stoppard 27 n.o.).
Mundella: 144 for 6 (Flint 4 for 56).
On a good wicket Green and Jackson gave the School the best opening stand 

of the season, (80). and a good total was reached. However, Mundella played 
equally well and the game ended in an interesting draw.

Sat. 4th July v Nottingham High School Drawn
School: 135 for 5 dec. (Tomlinson 38 n.o.. Green 37, Walker 23 n.o.).
High School: 111 for 6.
The School batted soundly on a perfect wicket and reached a respectable 

total. However, once again the School attack lacked penetration and the 
match ended in a draw.

Sat. 11th July v The Old Boys Won by 6 wickets
Old Boys: 111 for 9 dec.
School: 114 for 4. (Millns 47 n.o.. Green 25).
The Old Boys found the School attack in an aggressive mood and had to 

struggle to a reasonable total. The School batsmen like the bowlers were also 
on form and, thanks to Millns and Green, an easy win resulted.

Wed. 15th July v Alderman Newton's School Won by 5 wickets
Alderman Newton’s: 106 for 4 dec.
School: 107 for 5 (Stoppard 29, Green 25).
This match was probably the most exciting of the season. Alderman 

Newton’s batted well on a dry wicket against unimpressive bowling. In reply 
the School batted well, if a little slowly, and the game ended with a winning hit 
for 6 by Walker off the second ball of the last over.

Sat. 18th July v Queen Elizabeth G.S. Won by 7 wickets
Q.E.G.S.: 79 (Dale 5 for 39, Jackson 5 for 31).
School: 80 for 3 (Green 62)
The School pace bowlers. Dale and Jackson, bowled well on a helpful wicket 

and Queen Elizabeth’s struggled for their runs. A brilliant innings by Green 
ensured victory for the School.

Tues. 21st July v The Staff Won by 5 wickets
Staff: 131 (Mr. Evans 51, Mr. Sutherland 20; Millns 4 for 27).
School: 132 for  5 (Green 50 n.o.. Bush 23 n.o.).
In a light-hearted game, the Staff batted well, especially Mr. Evans and 

Mr. Sutherland—even if the latter did at times wield the bat like his golf club ! 
In reply, the School took a little time to master the Staff attack but yet another 
brilliant innings by Green, ably supported by Bush, gave the School victory.
Leading  Batting  A verages

Innings Not out Highest Score Total Average
F. G. Green 12 2 65 329 32.9
G. Millns 10 3 47 n.o. 154 22.0
M. Jackson 12 3 37 160 17.7
D. Stoppard 12 1 33 182 16.6
D. E. Tomlinson 12 1 43 148 13.3

Leading  Bo w lin g  A verages
Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average

G. R. Walker 40 5 135 10 13.5
K. Flint 55 7 177 13 13.6
J. A. Dale 115.4 21 342 24 14.3
M. Jackson 100.2 25 281 18 15.6
W. Wright 54 9 171 4 42.8



Ten THE CENTAUR

S e c o n d  XI

10th June v Welbeck College Lost by 26 runs
Welbeck: 116 (Elliott, L. C. 4 for 31; Westcott 3 for II).
School: 90 (Marshall 26).

27th June v Carlton-le-Willows G.S. Lost by 6 wickets
School: 95 (Burrows 36).
Carlton-le-Willows: 96 for 4 .

4th July v High School Lost by 15 runs
High School: 123 for 9 dec. (Ward 3 for 11).
School: 108 (Westcott 30).

15th July v Alderman Newton’s School Won by 57 runs
School: 123 (Richards 80; Stimpson 26).
Aid. Newton’s Sc.: 66 (Elliott, L. C. 4 for 21; Eggleshaw 4 for 19).

18th July v Queen Elizabeth G.S. Won by 2 wickets
Q.E.G.S.: 94 (Eggleshaw 5 for 31; Elliott, L. C. 3 for 27).
School: 96 for 8.

U n d e r  14 XI
June 13th 1959 v Brunts G.S. (Home) Won by 73 runs

School: 115 ( Wiser 57, Elkington 28).
Brunts 32 (Stimpson 3 for 9, Kingstone 4 for 10).

June 27th 1959 v High Pavement G.S. (Home) Won by 3 runs
School 69
High Pavement 66 ( Wiser 5 for 43).

July 4th 1959 v Bilborough G.S. (Away) Won by 97 runs
School 132 for 5 dec. (Stimpson 46 n.o., Kingstone 22 n.o.).
Bilborough 35 (Stimpson 4 for 8, Wiser 4 for 14).

July 11th 1959 v Carlton-le-Willows G.S. (Home) Won by 69 runs
School 118 (Elkington 40).
Carlton 49 (Wiser 5 for 20).

July 18th 1959 v Q.E.G.S. (Away) Drawn
Q.E.G.S. 68 (Wiser 4 for 24).
School 68 (Kingstone 32).

U n d er  15 XI
July 11th 1959 v Carlton-le-Willows G.S. (Home) Drawn

School 99 for 7 dec. (Hallam 32 n.o.).
Carlton 73 for 5.
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ATHLETICS
Captain: B. C. F isher Vice-Captain: J. C. Stevens

Looking back at the season just ended, one feels that the school 
has acquitted itself very satisfactorily. Unfortunately the end of 
the summer term saw us lose three outstanding school athletes in 
L. M. Simpson, P. Richardson and A. J. Rushforth. However, 
the keenness and determination shown by these athletes will, no 
doubt, act as a spur to the number of promising athletes in the 
lower forms.

Since the last edition of the Centaur there have been only two 
meetings of any importance, the County Championships on June 
20th at the Harvey Haddon Stadium, Bilborough and the National 
Schools’ Championships at Northwich in Cheshire. At the Harvey 
Haddon Stadium there were several noteworthy performances, 
e.g. D. Goodburn’s success in winning the Intermediate Pole Vault,
K. Jones’s success in winning the Senior 100 yds. and B. Fisher’s 
success in setting a new record of 4 min. 35 sec. for the Intermediate 
Mile. At the twenty-ninth, All-England, Inter-County Champion
ships at the Moss Farm Ground, on the 16th and 17th July, the 
school had two boys in the Nottinghamshire team, their selection 
being based on their performances in the County Sports. K. Jones 
was rather unlucky to be eliminated on the Friday in his heat for 
the Senior 100 yds, but B. Fisher won his heat in the Intermediate 
Mile in 4 mins. 32 secs., so qualifying for the final when he was 
placed 7th, the winner’s time being 4 mins. 28 secs. Both boys are 
to be congratulated on their selection and their very good 
performances.

As for the forthcoming season, it is hoped that those boys likely 
to be selected for school teams will be prepared to start early training 
in order to maintain the standard of school athletics in next season’s 
matches.

B.C.F.

SWIMMING CLUB
Captain: B. C. F isher Vice-Captain: G. R. W alker

The completion of the repairs to the Basford Northern Baths has 
made the Baths available for school use again, and a Swimming 
Club, formed early in the term, has been meeting regularly 
every Tuesday night since. As the attendance was so large at first, 
membership has had to be restricted to those boys who show 
promise of representing the School in forthcoming fixtures. All 
these boys have attended regularly and have shown a keenness to 
learn and practise which has been very encouraging.

Life Saving has not been overlooked: it is intended to coach as 
many boys as possible for the Bronze Medallion of the Royal Life 
Saving Society.

B.C.F.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1959
Captain: G. R. Walker Vice-Captain: R. M. Maycock

The School team, although losing some of the more experienced 
players at the end of last season, has developed into a sound and 
attractive fifteen. The new players have settled down to the faster 
play of first team standards and one player worthy of particular 
mention is Griffiths who, after only 3 months Rugby has been 
selected for the first County Schoolboy trial along with 8 others from 
the first fifteen.

The forwards, built around the solid second-row of Fisher and 
Stevens, have developed into a fine, thrustful pack, but however, 
on occasions they are liable to slow the pace down and lose some of 
their cohesion. The threequarters have proved a valuable asset 
to the team settling down after the first few games to play some fine 
attacking Rugby with good handling movements and keen tackling. 
The wingers, Onley and Evans, have scored 25 tries between them, 
emphasizing the ability of the school to throw the ball about.

The other school teams have given a good account of themselves, 
particularly the under 14’s. 1 hope these pleasing results will
continue during the remainder of the season.

G.R.W.

F i r s t  XV
Sept. 26th v Nottingham High School (Away) Cancelled
Sept. 30th v Old Boys XV (Home) Cancelled
Oct. 7th v High Pavement G.S. (Away) Cancelled
Oct. 10th v Welbeck College (Home) Cancelled
Oct. 14th “A” XV v Southwell G.S. (Away) Won 53-3

As can be seen from the result the School outplayed Southwell completely, 
although credit must be given to Southwell for trying to play open rugby. 
Considering that it was the first time the School had played together this season 
the result was very pleasing. The pack were faster on the loose ball, tighter in 
the set scrums and gave their threequarters an ample share of the ball. The 
threequarters and forwards combined to produce some very good tries—Evans 
in his first match for the School, on the right wing, scoring four tries.

Oct. 24th v Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Away) Won 19-0
The School attacked from the start and had built up a commanding lead of 

nineteen points by half-time. But in the second half the play became ragged 
and the forwards lost cohesion; and this, assisted by a cloudburst, prevented 
further scoring.

Oct. 28th v University “A” XV (Home) Won 6-0
Against a heavier and more experienced pack the School team took a long 

time to settle down, but with Stevens commanding the line-outs and the forwards 
gradually wearing down their opponents, the School held on to their slender 
lead.
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Nov. 7th v Lady Manners G.S. (Away) Won 10-3
This was the first-ever fixture with Lady Manners from Bakewell and what, 

at first, had the appearance of being a first-class game, developed into a rather 
scrappy and disappointing affair. The School threequarters did not make any 
headway against the quick-tackling Bakewell defence and the tries resulted from 
a scrimmage in front of the Bakewell posts and a piece of opportunist running 
by Griffiths who passed on to Fisher for the second-row forward to go over, 
Griffiths adding the goal points.

Nov. 14th v King's School, Grantham (Away) Won 23-3
Stevens, who was made captain against his old school had the pleasure of 

scoring a try against them. The game opened in driving rain, but the School 
soon settled down and threw the ball about in a most attractive manner, with 
forwards and threequarters combining well to produce some very good tries. 
Stevens and Fisher commanded the line-outs and the pack worked hard to give 
the threequarters the ball. Saxton and Onley were outstanding in the threequarter 
line, each scoring two tries. Grantham replied with a late penalty for offside.

Nov. 24th v Loughborough G.S. (Away) Won 18-3
The School pack opened up in a devastating mood constantly driving their 

opponents back on to their own line. Walker crossed after a quarter of an 
hour following a kick ahead by Taylor. After being 13 points up at half-time, 
the School slackened their pace and the Loughborough team came more into 
the game, but with staunch tackling and good covering the School managed 
to score another try which was converted by Griffiths. Loughborough scored 
from a penalty awarded for a scrum infringement.

Nov. 25th v Welbeck College (Away) Won 23-3
This game was undoubtedly the best game played so far this season. The 

School were rather subdued in the first half, but with Stevens and Fisher again 
commanding the line-outs and the front row working tremendously hard to 
give the ball to their threequarters the game developed into a tremendous 
battle. Only towards the end of the game did the threequarters manage to 
penetrate the quick tackling and close marking of the Welbeck defence. Onley 
scored four very good tries, one of which was one of the fastest tries seen at 
the School for a long time, the ball travelling the whole length of the line for a 
quick heel to Onley who hurled himself through a barrier of players to score 
in the comer.

The team must be congratulated on a memorable and sparkling performance 
against an older and more experienced side.

Nov. 28th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away) Won 19-0
The Newark pack took the School pack completely by surprise in the opening 

stages by their fire and determination. But after the first quarter-of-an-hour 
the School overcame their opponents who were weak in defence, and Onley and 
Evans each went over for a try. With Griffiths outstanding amongst the forwards, 
the School had a lead of 16 points at half-time, but failed to cross the line in the 
second-half, only Griffiths scoring from a penalty.

Dec. 5th v West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Won 10-3
This proved a rather disappointing game, although the School had a fair 

share of the ball, the threequarters could not get through the quick tackling 
defence. Only once did Onley have a chance to clear the defence and scored 
in the comer; Griffiths converted with a glorious kick. Leading 5-3 at half-time, 
the School kept West Bridgford in their own half for most of the game. Saxton 
at last succeeded in penetrating the defence to score near the posts, Griffiths 
adding the goal points.



Fourteen THE CENTA UR

Second XV
Oct. 17th v Bilborough G.S. (Home)
Nov. 7th v High Pavement G.S. (Away)
Nov. 7th v Lady Manners G.S. (Away)
Nov. 14th v King’s School, Grantham (Home) 
Nov. 17th v Long Eaton G.S. (Home)
Nov. 21st v Loughborough G.S. (Away)
Nov. 28th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home) 
Dec. 2nd v Welbeck College (Home)
Dec. 12th v Long Eaton G.S. (Home)

Lost 6-9 
Lost 0-20 
Won 14-0 
Won 8-6 

Won 15-0 
Won 6-3 
Lost 0-11 
Lost 3-11 
Won 31-3

U nder 15 XV
v High Pavement G.S. (Home) 
v Nottm. High School (Away) 
v King’s School, Grantham (Away) 
v Loughborough G.S. (Home) 
v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away) 
v Carlton G.S. (A way)

Won 11-6 
Lost 20-6 
Won 9-3 

Won 29-3 
Lost 11-3 

Lost 8-6

U nder 14 XV
v Southwell G.S. (Away) 
v Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Away) 
v Mundella G.S. (Away) 
v King’s School, Grantham (Home) 
v Loughborough G.S. (Home) 
v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away) 
v Carlton G.S. (Home) 
v Bilborough G.S. (Home) 
r Nottingham High School (Home)

Lost 8-13 
Won 6-3 

Won 26-0 
Won 12-3 
Won 6-0 
Lost 0-12 
Won 11-8 
Won 48-0 
Won 18-0

U n d e r  13 XV
v Carlton G.S. 
v Nottingham High School 
v Bilborough G.S.

Won 14-8 
Lost 3-11 
Lost 0-24

COMBINED CADET FORCE
The present inclement, if seasonable, weather is a far cry from 

the hot, sunny summer of 1959, in which the Annual Camps were 
held. The sun no doubt helped to make these camps some of the 
best so far enjoyed, although the Army and R.A.F. Sections in 
Scotland at Cultybraggan and Kinloss had rain when England was 
suffering from drought.

At Cultybraggan on the edge of the Highlands, the excellent 
training areas and the excellent food provided more or less ideal 
conditions for training and holiday. If future camps reach this 
standard the prospect is indeed bright. Unfortunately, at R.A.F. 
Kinloss, flying was again in short supply owing to the usual lack 
of serviceable aircraft.

The R.N. Section had probably the most interesting and enjoyable 
period of training. Living on and working a small Naval Motor



‘Jones invented an ejector seat 
for Meredith, Sir. .

How do young men get to the top in the R.A.F. today? 
Do you know that Cranwell and Henlow, for instance, 
give the finest start to a permanent career in the R.A.F. ? 
R.A.F. College, Cranwell. Here, apart from learning to 
fly and navigate, you are groomed for leadership, so that 
you may one day be capable of filling senior executive and 
command posts in the R.A.F.
R.A.F. College, Henlow. Here you are trained to become 
one of the scientific leaders of tomorrow's R.A.F. and if 
specially selected, your training will include three years at 
a University.

Ask your Careers Master about R.A.F. Scholarships. 
These help boys, from the age of 15 years 8 months, to 
continue their studies until qualified for a place at 
Cranwell (minimumage 17))or Henlowlminimum age 17).

If you write to Air Ministry, (M.9.) (ZGA 12a) 
Adastral House, London, we will tell you all you wish to 
know.
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Vessel based at Chatham they gained very valuable experience, 
including moving up the English Channel at night, fortunately in 
calm seas. This coming Summer Annual Training for the Naval 
Section will be at the Royal Naval College, Dartmouth, and at 
Fareham in Hampshire, where there are excellent facilities. The 
Army and Basic Sections go north again but only to Barnard Castle; 
the R.A.F. Section’s destination is at present unknown.

Another encouraging feature of the Summer training was the 
variety of ‘courses’ attended by Cadets. These courses are not only 
a wonderful opportunity to visit new places and obtain first-class 
training, but are also excellent holidays at a cost of only one shilling 
a day. It has been very disheartening to note the reluctance of 
many Cadets to attend these courses and even Annual Camps, 
particularly in the R.A.F. Section, a reluctance which it is felt is 
due to their insular outlook and lack of a sense of adventure which 
does not augur too well for the future.

During the Autumn Half-Term another camp was held at 12 
W.E.T.C. near Ollerton. This time even the weather was good, and 
the whole of the daylight hours as well as many of the hours of 
darkness were spent on various exercises. On the Saturday,52 
Cadets of the Basic Section made their first visit to Proteus and a 
most useful day's practical training was had, culminating in a small 
exercise—which proved to the Cadets that things are not always as 
easy as they seem ! The weekend also showed that the Officers 
have latent talents as cooks.

Recruiting this year has been the best since the formation of the 
Contingent in March 1949, seventy-one boys from the Third Forms 
joining the Basic Section. This has been most encouraging and 
even more so have been their attendance and keenness at parades; 
it is hoped that this will be maintained. The state of the Sections is: 
R.N. Section 17 Cadets, Army Section 29 Cadets, R.A.F. Section 
32 Cadets, giving a total strength of 149 Cadets.

This year, 1960, Cadet Forces throughout Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland will be celebrating the Centenary of the formation 
of the first Cadet Corps, a few schools having formed their first 
corps in 1860. The celebrations will include a local parade in 
place of the usual Annual Inspection as well as functions at national 
level. The latter will include the presentation of a ‘book’ covering 
the history of all C.C.F. Contingents (each having its own page) to 
Her Majesty the Queen, the presentation to the C.C.F. of a Banner 
at a Parade at Buckingham Palace, as well as a Centenary Service at 
Westminster Abbey. Although only two Cadets will represent the 
School at the London celebrations, all Cadets will be expected to take 
part in the local events, enjoy them and make a success of them. It 
is also hoped that this year some Cadets of the Contingent will be 
successful in obtaining the Joint Services Cadet Badge, the highest 
Cadet award.
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TRIP TO BELGIUM
To those weighing up the alternative merits of a trip to the 1960 

Olympic Games at Rome the prospect of a visit to the Belgian 
lowlands must have seemed rather uninspiring, yet, in the last week 
of July, under the guidance of two masters, twenty-eight boys 
decided to go to, and then spent an enjoyable holiday in, the seaside 
resort of Middelkerke.

To the relief of the landlubbers, the crossing from Dover to 
Ostend was calm—contrasting strongly with the rough sea on the 
return journey.

Middelkerke itself was naturally the centre of our activities in 
the earlier part of the week, the fine weather permitting frequent 
dips in the sea and hilarious escapades on the land-yachts, whilst the 
evening found us acquiring a taste for many Belgian customs, etc.

Two coach trips in mid-week compensated for a change in the 
weather and made a pleasant break from the now familiar surround
ings of Middelkerke.

Bruges was our first objective; in Medieval times a prosperous 
port and centre for cloth-weaving, today it is strangely quiet and 
inactive. Our exploration of the town was marked by continual 
reminders of the past, and, as someone remarked whilst descending 
the narrow side-streets, “to see a knight in armour emerge would 
hardly surprise us in such an environment” . The Belfry, canals, 
the Chapel of the Holy Blood, picture galleries—each had its own 
attraction.

Next day saw us bounding across the monotonously flat country
side towards Middelburg, the capital of Zeeland, in Holland, the 
highlight of the journey being a ferry trip over the W. Schelde River. 
The Souvenir Shop was the first centre of interest and was followed 
by a visit to a miniature village and a glimpse of yet another bell- 
tower. Our return journey was made via the port of Zeebruges, and 
via Blankenburg, another popular seaside resort.

Excursions to Ostend by train (and on foot for the more energetic), 
a visit to the famous Casino by some members of the party, and 
numerous other such interesting events added variety of incident 
to our stay.

With monetary resources exhausted, and laden with souvenirs 
and badges, we eventually said farewell to Belgium, grateful for the 
opportunity given us.

M.A.C.

THE SCHOOL PLAY
The Dramatic Society’s choice of play for presentation on the 

four nights, December 15th-18th, was the famous melodrama, 
“Sweeney Todd, the Demon Barber of Fleet Street.”
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This play has sent delicious shivers up and down the spines of the 
many generations since our great grandmother's—who, in their 
dark days, may have felt it represented the truth of what went on in 
London, that wicked city !

The success of the action of the play depended largely on the 
smooth working of the barber's chair, pitching its occupants into 
the cellar below, there to be “despatched", made into "veal” 
pies and sold by Mrs. Lovett. The naval section of the C.C.F. 
made themselves responsible for this and ropes, pulleys, a skeleton 
capstan and a false floor made this part of the play most effective.

Another difficulty to be overcome was how to make twelve 
scene changes without making the audience feel impatient at the 
delays; here, symbolic “props" mingled with real ones, mid-stage 
curtains opened and closed, and an apron stage gave the villains 
their chances of intimate disclosures to the audience of their 
diabolical plans. The back-room boys worked feverishly when 
such opportunities occurred and never made a mistake—a rare 
tribute, indeed !

Other aids to success were the occasional pianoforte obbligato, 
the subtle lighting changes, the colourful and becoming Victorian 
costumes (and beards !), the real barber’s chair and real pies(given 
by Mr. Dainty and Mr. Haywood respectively)—not to mention 
the “ Mrs. Lovett’s Veal Pies” sold, eaten and enjoyed in the 
intervals (while they lasted !)

But “ the play's the thing" and here the nineteen members of the 
cast threw themselves wholeheartedly into their parts. Mention 
must first be made of Sweeney; Cooper sustained this part admirably 
to the very end. How that voice and laugh, like a rusty saw playing
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on a broken rasp, lasted as many performances baffles us ! Another 
character the audience loved was Dr. Lupin (Severn). He was the 
true stage hypocritical parson and he improved with every perform
ance. His hypocrisy was unmasked by Jarvis Williams. Taylor 
took this part and surprised everybody, by the truly Dickensian 
caricature he produced; he enjoyed it as much as the audience.

The heroine, Johanna Oakley, had two suitors, the sailor, Mark 
lngestrie and the soldier, Colonel Jeffery, and the unsophisticated 
portrayal of these three parts (by Wiser, Bishop and Lowe) provided 
some of the most spontaneously and unexpectedly comic scenes of 
the play.

But the variety of parts—from a pompous, Victorian husband and 
father to a West Indian negress and mother of four children (one 
black, one white, two khaki)—is too great to enumerate; suffice it 
to say that all the parts were creditably undertaken and a memorable 
occasion is to be recorded.

J . P . R .
T h e  cast was as follows:—

S w e e n e y  T o d d ........................................ , .  M. R. Cooper
E z e k i e l  S m i t h ........................................ D. J. Higgins
M r s . R a g g  ........................................ . .  P. R. Boston
T o b i a s  R a g g  ........................................ . .  G. A. Nicholls
M a r k  I n g e s t r i e ........................................ . .  R. J. Bishop
J e a n  P a r m i n e ........................................ J.F. Clay
J o h a n n a  O a k l e y N. R. Wiser
C o l o n e l  J e f f e r y ........................................ . .  T. P. Lowe
M r s . O a k l e y ........................................ J. G. Clamp
J a s p e r  O a k l e y ........................................ T. Hunt
D r . A m i n d a b  L u p i n P. J. Severn
M r s . L o v e t t  ........................................ . .  A. Martin
J a r v i s  W i l l i a m s ........................................ G. J. Taylor
J o n a s  F o g g  ........................................ . .  M. E. D. Slaney
A t t e n d a n t s  o f  J o n a s  F o g g  . . D. Dear, J. E. Mellors
A  S e r g e a n t  i n  t h e  C o n s t a b u l a r y R. W. Martin
A  C o n s t a b l e  ........................................ . .  B. C. Cheeseman
C h l o e  L u p i n  ........................................ R. A. Goodburn
T h e  L u p i n  F a m i l y R. F. G. Smith, G. A. Clay

E. R. Whiting, R. E. Green
NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE

O n  the 17th November, a party from the Upper Sixth Form
visited the Playhouse to see "The Beggar’s Opera” . This play set 
to music was written by John Gay and, even for the versatile 
Playhouse company, was an ambitious undertaking.

“The Beggar’s Opera” was written in the eighteenth century to 
satirise fashionable opera and although, to a modern audience, the 
satire is less obvious, the combination of lively songs and interesting 
story is still capable of providing good entertainment. Instead of
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telling of the rather affected life of the nobility, it tells of the low 
life of London; of the pickpockets, the robbers, the ladies of low 
morals and. in particular, of one gentleman of the road. Captain 
Macheath the highwayman (played by John Cossins).

Macheath proves to be very amorous, and his relationships with 
Polly Peachum, the daughter of a rascally magistrate, with Lucy 
Lockit, the daughter of the prison warder, and with various other 
ladies, lead to his eventual imprisonment and, finally, his 
condemnation to death. Even here the satirical note prevails, 
for, to fulfil the desire for a happy ending, Macheath is reprieved.

The acting, of course, varied in quality, but worthy of especial 
mention was that of Clive Swift in the role of Peachum, the rascally 
magistrate, and of Donald Burton in the role of Lockit, the prison 
warder, who really seemed to capture the spirit of the play. However, 
the musical side of the production, as might be expected, considering 
the absence of professional singers, was disappointing, for, even 
making allowance for the lack of skill, the majority of their songs 
were lacking in gusto and power and so the music tended to weaken 
instead of adding charm to the story. However, it was an experience 
we would not have missed.

D.G.
A famous story is always difficult to produce on the stage and 

Dickens's “Christmas Carol” , which lib saw on 15th December, 
proved no exception. Unfortunately, the Playhouse Company 
had not succeeded in solving their prime difficulty, in how to present 
the part of Scrooge. The philosophical James Cossins, a tall, 
upright, young man, really did not look the part of an old, choleric 
miser. Forever he was playing to the juvenile audience, which 
was only too ready to laugh at his whimpers, with the result that at 
times the play degenerated into mere farce.

The ghosts, too, provided a problem for the Playhouse, and only 
that of Jacob Marley can be said to have been really effective; 
his face was white, and he was swathed in semi-transparent nylon 
lace, which conveyed the feeling that he might disintegrate at any 
moment. Of the other three ghosts, one looked like a spaceman, 
another resembled an affable but black-bearded Santa Claus, 
whilst the third would have been more at home in a “ play-about-a- 
Boys-Boarding-School.”

Bob Cratchit was certainly not my idea of Dickens's famous 
character; he was more like an unemployed musician; and his son 
appeared to be only about two years younger than he, while Tiny 
Tim was of the wrong sex altogether !

However, the play had its good points, the chief of which was its 
setting, designed by Graham Barlow. On the small stage he 
ingeniously managed to get three rooms: Scrooge’s office on the 
stage itself; above and behind that, his dining room; and above and
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to the side of that, his bedroom. The total effect of this was 
surprisingly realistic.

But the total effect of the play was far from this, and furthermore 
the Playhouse Company never succeeded in imbuing the “spirit of 
Christmas” into a rather lifeless production.

T.M.S.
THE FARADAY LECTURE

The Faraday Lecture was given on the afternoon of Thursday, 
the 3rd of December, at the Albert Hall, Nottingham, by Professor 
Sage of Edinburgh University.

His subject, “ Electrical Machines” , was well illustrated by many 
intricate models and by experiments to demonstrate such things as 
electric motors and magnetic fields set up by means of electrical 
currents.

Other apparatus consisted of a generator (by means of which the 
speaker made the hair of a wig stand on end) and of a tube which, 
by means of an electric current shot a heavy, pointed missile at a 
dartboard. The size of the missile may be judged by the fact that 
half its length protruded from the back of the dartboard, making 
a hole about half-an-inch in diameter !

A motor for an atomic generator, weighing forty tons and about 
fifteen feet high was somehow manoeuvred into the hall; the 
lecturer then stood on an insulated stool and allowed a few thousand 
volts to pass through him !

There were many slides and films especially prepared for the 
lecture which helped to explain the working of the various pieces of 
apparatus on the platform from which the talk was given.

The lecture was to me, most interesting, though it was rather 
difficult to understand some of the more advanced ideas—although 
it was the opinion of those who heard last year’s lecture too that it 
was not quite up to last year’s standard.

W.I.B. (F.Sc)

THE BADMINTON CLUB
Although it was at first thought that active membership of the 

club would increase numerically this term, the lateness of arrival 
of the new equipment caused early enthusiasm to cool and, later, 
the use of the gym for the School Play prevented us from getting 
into our stride. However we played one match, when we entertained 
Greasley Badminton Club; they proved much too strong for us, 
but it was generally agreed that valuable experience was gained by 
the match.

It is hoped that members will attend practices regularly on 
Monday and Wednesday evenings in the Spring Term. An 
adequate coaching scheme for all has been devised and there is 
always room for new blood.

T.D.A.
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C.E.W.C.
“ Britain and the Hydrogen Bomb’* was the subject of the Autumn 

Term Conference of the Council for Education in World Citizenship, 
held at the West Bridgford Grammar School on Friday the 20th 
and Saturday the 21st of November. On Friday evening, a back
ground talk, dealing with the development of nuclear armaments 
and of the nuclear deterrent policy since 1945, was given by General 
Sir John Eldridge, K.C.B., a Member of the Council of the Institute 
of Strategic Studies; the conference then divided into discussion 
groups, where the major points arising from his talk were debated. 
Finally, questions were put to the speaker, who gladly gave his 
views on such things as the part China would play in a future 
nuclear war. and the likelihood of there being an accidental nuclear 
war. On Saturday evening there were two speakers: Mr. Ian 
Winterbottom, who put the case for Britain's retaining the H-Bomb 
and Dr. John Rex, Lecturer in Sociology at Leeds University, 
who put the case against. The latter, noticing a preponderance of 
the fair sex in the audience took a sentimental line, and spent several 
minutes describing the horrors which resulted from the dropping 
of the A-Bomb in Japan, of the phenomenal growth of the Nuclear 
Disarmament Council and mass rallies etc. of this body. Dr. Rex 
seemed more convincing than Mr. Winterbottom. but in the Open 
Forum which followed, the main sympathies of the audience were 
for Britain's retaining the H-Bomb ! The conference ended with 
a dance, the music being provided by a band consisting of members 
of the host school.

T.M.S.

THE CHRISTIAN UNION
There have been four meetings of the Christian Union this term 

and each time there has been an enthusiastic attendance. The first 
meeting was held on 19th October when we welcomed Mr. Wragg 
and his talk about the activities of Jonah. Following this, on 16th 
November, we heard the Rev. N. Todd, an Anglican minister; he 
put forward many interesting topics for discussion—so interesting 
indeed that Mr. Todd consented to come again and try to answer 
some of the questions his talk had aroused.

The Christian Union meetings continue next term on Monday 
evenings. Boys of all forms are welcome.

L.C.E.

THE DANCING SOCIETY
The Dancing Society meets on most Fridays of the term, its 

members including the girls of Brincliffe School to whom we are 
most indebted for meeting our needs for partners and for the tuition 
given by their mistress, Mrs. Borton.
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The early meetings of the term were spent in mastering the 
elementary steps, and more advanced steps have been attempted 
as the term has gone on. The last meeting took the form of a 
social and now we look forward to next term when we are to try 
such dances as the Tango and the Old Time Waltz.

K.H.J.
THE JAZZ APPRECIATION SOCIETY

At the beginning of the Autumn Term this Society was formed 
by a small group of enthusiasts in the Upper Sixth. At the inaugural 
meeting B. Heald was elected President, S. Dodsworth Chairman 
and D. Goodley Treasurer.

Although attendance at the weekly meetings has never been very 
good, a small group has greatly enjoyed the playing and discussion 
of records.

Next term we hope to have talks by some of the more expert 
members of the Society and also perhaps visits to concerts in 
Nottingham.

B.H.
THE LITERARY SOCIETY

This is more an invitation to apply for membership than an 
account of the Society’s activities. Very few members remained 
from last year and before the Society can function properly an 
increase to 15 or 20 is desirable. May we point out the aims and 
opportunities the Society offers—interesting discussions on literary 
topics, play-readings, visits to the Playhouse and, it is hoped, guest 
speakers on literary themes.

Four meetings have been held this Autumn Term. Will Sixth- 
Formers, as yet non-members, seriously consider applying for 
membership of this exclusive Literary Society

P.J.S.
THE MUSIC SOCIETY

The Society has met fairly regularly during the term and has 
concentrated its attentions mainly on gramophone recitals of 
works by 19th century composers.

Next term we intend to spend time on more popular music and 
we invite all music lovers to attend our meetings.

H.D.N.
NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY

The Society was refounded early in September and has made 
good progress; already it has a small collection of animals to its 
credit.

A film-show was held in mid-November, and four films were 
shown; they were on “ Reptiles” ; “Stickleback Family” ; “ Life 
Cycle of the Newt” and “The Short-eared Owl” .
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Future projects include (i) collections of British Mammals, reptiles 
and amphibians—also to be shown at the Summer Fair in May 
(all members of the school are asked to help in this) (ii) various 
competitions and (iii) an outing, probably to the Dudley Zoological 
Gardens, in the Spring.

We can now accept more members, and any interested persons 
are invited to attend our meetings.

M.P.
HOUSE NOTES

BALK HOUSE
Since the last issue of the Centaur, there have been no inter-House 

competitions. I am sure that all members of the House will join 
me in congratulating Barber House on its fine performances in the 
field of sport, which led to its winning the House Championship.

Throughout the past year, the performances of Balk House have 
been quite creditable when one considers its small strength in 
comparison with that of the three other houses. Fortunately, 
enthusiasm and real house spirit are not lacking both among the 
intermediates and the juniors, and we look forward to the coming 
term with high hopes.

We are very grateful to last year’s captain, D. E. Tomlinson, 
for his loyal leadership at all times.

We welcome those members of the first forms who have joined 
the house. It is very important that newcomers should quickly 
absorb the true Balk House spirit.

D.J.G.
BARBER HOUSE

So far this Autumn term there have been no inter-House activities. 
But all members of the House can look back with pride on retaining 
the House Championship for the third year in succession. The 
Middle and Senior members of the house especially deserve praise 
for winning the Learning Cup for Swimming, the Clifton Cup in 
Athletics, and the Kayser Cup for Rugby. Well done !

The performances of the Juniors, however, were somewhat 
disappointing compared with those of the Seniors. We must never 
forget that the superiority of Barber House in the next few years is 
the concern of all.

An excellent spirit prevails just now and we hope to report 
further achievements as a result.

J.C.S.
BULKELEY HOUSE

First of all, the House sincerely congratulates Barber House upon 
winning the Hurt Cup for the year 1957-58, only beating Bulkeley 
House by a very narrow margin.

Our Juniors should once again be congratulated on winning the 
Junior House Championship for the second year in succession.
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Their successes included the Orchard Cup for Rugby and the Haines 
Cup for Cricket, strong foundations thereby being built up for the 
coming years.

House Cricket Colours were awarded to Stimpson, Kingstone and 
Wiser.

The Middles and Seniors in their combined section maintained 
the improvement of the previous year. Although not winning a 
cup, they were runners-up in the Rugby, Cricket and Athletics 
Championships, and if the standard is maintained, success is 
assured.

House Cricket Colours were awarded to Jackson (Re-award).
At the end of the last school year several of the stalwarts of the 

House left, but if the present rate of improvement is maintained, 
Bulkeley should do extremely well in the coming year.

1 should like to take this opportunity to welcome the new first- 
form members to the House and 1 hope that in the future years 
they will do their best to put Bulkeley House in its rightful position— 
at the top !

Firally I know that all the House will join me in thanking last 
year's Captain, A. J. Rushforth, for his devoted service and unfailing 
leadership.

M.J.
McEWEN HOUSE

Although congratulations are first of all extended to Barber 
House on retaining the Hurt Cup. members of McEwen House are 
sincerely thanked for the undaunted spirit shown throughout last 
year’s House Championship.

Despite the apparent deficiency of talent in the House, this 
“will-to-win” has inspired improved performances in all spheres 
of House Sports, creditable successes being attained both by the 
Juniors, who won the Norman Cup for Athletics, and by the Seniors, 
who regained their superiority in Cricket by securing the Old Boys’ 
Cup, after an exciting final against Bulkeley House.

Inter-House activity has again been at a minimum during the 
Autumn Term this year.

Unfortunately, many of last year’s stalwarts have made their 
departure from school life, but, encouraged by a general enthusiasm 
which prevails in the House, we look to the future with renewed 
confidence, hoping to surpass last year’s achievements in our 
attempts to secure for the House the honours due to it.

The realisation of this aim demands genuine effort from each 
member of the House.

M.A.C.
PARENT-STAFF ASSOCIATION

A very successful meeting of First Form parents was held on 
Thursday, 24th September. The new president, Mr. I. Ward,
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spoke briefly on the aims of the Association and the Headmaster 
addressed the meeting on the life and activities of the School.

For some years the emphasis at meetings dealing with careers, 
has been on Science and Engineering. On Thursday, 15th October, 
we went some way to restore the balance by having a meeting on 
the subject of “Careers for Arts Graduates". The speakers were 
Mr. J. K. Hudson, M.A., Assistant Appointments Officer, Durham 
University Appointments Board, and Mr. B. W. E. Pearson, 
Assistant Personnel Manager (Staff) of the Metals Division of 
Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd. This meeting revealed what 
we had long suspected, that though there are abundant opportunities 
for Arts Graduates, and Industry has a very important place for 
them, the road for the Arts Graduate is not so clear-cut, and the 
qualifications required are much less specific. Qualities of character, 
judgment and understanding of people are as important as the 
mastery of a particular branch of study.

A recent development for students interested in Applied Science 
has been the Diploma in Technology. We feel that this has now 
been under way long enough for some appraisal of its success to be 
of interest to parents. We have arranged for a meeting on 3rd 
March, 1960 at which the speaker will be, Mr. W. R. Lee, B.Sc.(Eng.), 
A.C.G.L, D.I.C., A.M.I.C.E., A.M.I.Struct.E., Head of the 
Department of Building and Civil Engineering of the Birmingham 
College of Advanced Technology.

We should like to remind parents of the Summer Fair which is 
to be held on Saturday, 28th May, 1960 at 2.30 p.m. It is to be 
opened by Aid. and Mrs. C. C. Kirk. Aid. Kirk is Chairman of the 
Governing Body of the School.

R. McCandless, Hon. Sec.

OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
This past year has not been exactly momentous for the Association; 

in fact, its programme has been very sparse. A dance was held at 
the Mapperley Tea Gardens in the early part of the year, but owing 
to particularly inclement weather, it was very poorly attended, but 
the few stalwarts who braved the elements thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.

The Annual Cricket Match against the School proved almost 
unique, inasmuch as the Old Boys were soundly thrashed by the 
School, and the thrashing would have been much sounder but for 
the effort of a member of the Staff. However, the School must 
look to its laurels, for the Old Boys are intent on reversing the issue 
this year.

A further dance was held at the Mapperley Tea Gardens in early 
December but once again a very poor attendance lessened the 
success of the occasion—and indeed a small financial loss was 
incurred.
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It is obvious that there is a pressing need for some of the younger 
element among the members of the Association, with some organizing 
ability, to join the committee and raise the Association from its 
apathy by giving plenty of drive and energy to organizing the 
various functions. Modesty should not prevent members from 
offering their services and several of the old committee members, 
with growing families (in age, that is), will be only too pleased to 
make way for them.

There is, this year, a complete lack of news of Old Boys in these 
notes; this is because the Secretary has not followed his usual 
practice of collecting these items as the year has progressed, and 
whilst offering a very humble apology for an inexcusable omission, 
he promises to revert to the usual practice during the coming year.

The future programme of the Association follows the usual 
pattern although new ground is being broken in the form of a 
dinner for Old Boys and their ladies, which is to be held at The 
Chestnuts, Radcliffe-on-Trent on Friday, 26th February at 7.15 
for 7.45 p.m. Requests for tickets should be sent to G. Allen, 
41 Greenacres, Edwalton.

The Annual Cricket Match will be held in July and anyone 
wishing to play should send his name to the Secretary, H. K. Butler, 
14 Westdale Crescent, Carlton, without delay.

Dances will be arranged for later in the year of course, and it is 
always the aim of the Association to hold a dinner/dance but of 
course there would have to be strong support from the members 
and plenty of sterling work done by the organizers; however this 
ambition may be realized.

To end the notes—any suggestions, criticisms, offers of help etc. 
are always welcomed by the committee.
Brief Notes:
B. H. Fawn (’44-'47) After years in a factory, with the R.A.F., 
in the police, with the Singer Sewing Machine Company, is now, 
with a partner, manufacturing his own sewing machines in Rhodesia. 
Rev. E. W. Cox (’41-’49) He has been appointed Assistant Chaplain 
at the Church of the Blessed Resurrection in Brussels.
D. J. Martin (’46-'5l) Staff Sergeant. R.A.E.C., Dortmund, has 
been posted to Taiping, Malaya.
J. D. Hole (’53-’59) He has been awarded a University Scholarship 
from the R.A.F. Technical College, Henlow and will be going to 
Cambridge in October.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
YOUTH TODAY

The youth of eighteen today may, on the one hand, be a finger
snapping, hip-shaking, gum-chewing moron who has never been 
further than the local dance hall and can think only in terms of new
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record releases, latest films, or powerful motorcycles; or, on the 
other hand, he may be a serious type, not at all bitten by the 
“ Edwardian bug”.

The one probably goes to Fingal’s Cafe every spare moment he 
has and idles away his time listening to the juke-box and drinking 
coffee; the other has no liking for these things, but, more sober- 
minded, will spend his time in more elevating, more worthwhile, 
ways.

„ C.A.D. (KSc.)
FINGAL’S CAFE

Smoke swirls around; music blares loudly; red jeans twine round 
table legs; bodies stiffen, swaying to the rhythm; eyes gaze heaven
wards, intense, horn-rimmed.

Spoons in the espresso coffee stir the brown sugar rhythmically. 
A duffle coat and a long haired girl huddle in a corner, probably 
discussing whether Tcheckov has done for Russia what Brecht has 
done for Germany—and then quietly agreeing with T. S. Eliot on 
the subject; then Bertrand Russell and Aldous Huxley obviously 
invite comparison with Elvis Presley. A once bright young thing 
is slumped over the bar; she has not yet recovered from Buddy 
Holly’s death.

The door opens; smoke clouds the room; through the bead 
curtains, barely discernible on the opposite wall hang two carpets 
and a trailing plant. The girl in the knee-length skirt is still drooped 
against the back wall, as she has been for the past week: she is now 
regarded more or less as a fixture !

Eventually the crowd slowly drifts out into the cold night air. 
Someone starts strumming a guitar and they go down the street, 
singing "Happy days are here again.”

J.P.R. (VEU.A.)
WE WILL NOT CONFORM !

The present-day world is suppressing all the desires of the younger 
generation. It is killing their natural instincts and draining them of 
every last hope of ever pulling themselves up out of the dismal 
quagmire into which a stream of generations of conformists has 
led them. I, myself, at many times have felt this treacherous way 
of life clutching at my ankles, in an effort to bring me down.

It is like a monster whose appetite cannot be satisfied, no matter 
how many poor, innocent people it has stuffed inside its big, fat, 
maw; and, like many other monsters, it terrified the people of 
previous generations into submitting their very souls to its diabolical 
purposes.

However, I very much doubt whether it will claim many victims 
from the present younger generation because they are banding 
together to fight against this giant (as previous generations should 
have done) and they are shouting as with one voice, "WE WILL 
NOT CONFORM ! ”

J.W. (KSc.)
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HONG KONG RESTAURANT
For our annual family birthday celebration we decided to try 

out a new restaurant in Nottingham which had been recommended 
to us by many of our friends. It was the Hong Kong Restaurant.

Before going in we decided to look at the display windows and 
saw such things as Birds’ Nest Soup, Sharks’ Fin Soup and Bamboo 
Shoots for vegetables.

Having thus whetted our appetites, we boldly stepped in and were 
bowed to our table by a Chinese waiter. We settled down, looked 
around and saw a group of Oriental students from the University 
eating rice and “ heaven knows what” with chopsticks !

But it was with great relief that we learned that we did not have 
to eat in such a manner.

Very soon we were attended by our Chinese waiter—who did not 
know much English and whom we found it very difficult to under
stand. Eventually we decided to let him bring us what he thought 
we should like, as we could make neither head nor tail of the menu.

First, there was a bowl of "Pork Chlop Suey” , then "Flied Rice” , 
followed by "Sweet and Sour Pork” , fried Scampi and sliced 
chicken with chives. We delved eagerly into the midst of each 
bowl with a spoon and fork, finding chopped lobster, bamboo and 
bean shoots nestling in the Chop Suey.

The food was excitingly different and we all agreed that it was a 
very worthwhile experience. The sweet was Ly-Chee in syrup: 
this was a completely new dish to us, but was most appetising, 
tasting rather like grapes but with a wonderful, fresh "tang”.

We completed our evening’s venture into the Eastern food 
realm with Chinese tea; an almost colourless liquid, faintly perfumed, 
but proving, nevertheless, surprisingly refreshing.

For a new and completely different experience, I can thoroughly 
recommend a visit to the Hong Kong Restaurant.

W.I.B. (KSr.)
THE VAGRANT LIFE

After spending a week of the summer holidays in a caravan this 
year, I find it amazing that some people manage to live in one all the 
year round. After only a week, I can truthfully say that I don’t 
mind if I never see a caravan again.

The escapade began when we were invited by my uncle and aunt 
to spend some time in their recently acquired caravan, sited at 
Whatstandwell. I took my fishing tackle, hoping for some good 
sport. But the "river” (Derwent by name) was little more than a 
mess in this area. There were only about twenty yards on the 
opposite bank where one was allowed to fish. And one had to pay 
half-a-crown to do so ! At the most it was six feet deep; at the 
least, 1£ inches. At regular intervals of three yards there were 
clumps of weed, trailing about six feet long, three feet wide and two 
feet deep. Every now and again a boulder reared its ugly head, and
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in some places it was almost possible to walk across the water. The 
river was well littered with logs and miscellaneous other snags. 
The bank near the caravan site was used as a dustbin.

The women of the party tried to make a fair job of cooking dinner. 
My uncle insisted on using a primus stove he had picked up cheap. 
It blew up ! We used a calor gas stove.

Eventually it was time to eat. Now my aunt is not very small, 
nor my mother. My uncle is very tall, and my cousin is huge, and 
then there was me. Imagine us all trying to eat off one small 
table. All the other meals we had there roughly followed this 
pattern. The days all followed the same pattern too.

On Monday I went fishing, with no luck, in the morning and for 
a hike with my cousin in the afternoon. 1 fell down a cliff face ! 
The primus stove blew up.

On Tuesday 1 went fishing in the morning and caught two fish, 
the larger of which was at least half-an-inch long. In the afternoon 
I went swimming and succeeded in cutting my foot and scraping 
my chest on a boulder. The primus stove blew up !

On Wednesday it rained. We stayed in, despite the feeling that 
it was rush hour at Waterloo. The primus stove again blew up !

On Thursday I went fishing and fell in. We found out that the 
primus stove was a Tilley Lamp !

On the Friday we set out for home, grateful to be alive.
After this one week I feel very sympathetically disposed towards 

all who choose to follow the “vagrant life” .
B.G.F. (!Vb)

THE DAY A DREAM CAME TRUE
Early each year on the River Trent at Beeston, the local sailing 

club holds an "open-meeting'’ for 12 ft. National Sailing Dinghies.
This year was no exception and late on the Sunday of May 10th 

my father and I went afloat, our purpose being to win the Beeston 
Goblet. Some of the best helmsmen in the Midlands, twelve in all, 
were out to win this coveted trophy. We had just managed to 
get in this, the final, and I had no suspicion of what was to happen 
later. There was a strong breeze and glorious sunshine—in fact, 
ideal conditions for sailing. The gun went for the start, so we 
began the arduous course. To our great surprise we found ourselves 
in the lead, a place we had no right to be. We were tacking against 
the wind and this is said to be the hardest point of sailing so I had 
little hope of rounding the top buoy (this is the half-way point 
through a lap) at the head of the fleet. We did round it first, but 
I still feel it was more by luck than good judgment. The novelty 
of being first soon disappeared and by the end of the second lap we 
were sailing very well and had a substantial lead over the second 
boat. On the third and last lap, the wind dropped a little but we
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still finished in glorious style, beating the second boat by about 
two minutes !

The Beeston Goblet had at last come back to Beeston Sailing 
Club and my dream had come true !

D.G.C.(/Kfl)
'WARE THAT TIGER!

It was about half past twelve when I awoke feeling hot and thirsty- 
I slid out of bed and went over to the window. The air was hot and 
humid, and as I stood there a low roll of thunder broke the silence 
of the night, followed by the soft patter of raindrops on the windows.

Almost without my realising it the rain had begun to fall faster, 
until huge drops splattered over the panes as if they had a grudge 
against them. The sky was suddenly lit up by a flash of lightning 
over to the West, followed some seconds later by a far off rumble of 
thunder. A wind had sprung up now, and in the darkness I could 
just make out the great shape of the poplar tree, its topmost branches 
listing right over. There came another brilliant flash, much 
nearer now, and jagged golden streaks seemed to shoot out over the 
horizon. Almost before the lightning had died away a deafening 
crash of thunder seemed to break over the house itself.

Downstairs in his basket, Timmy-Toots was awake, his little 
black body shivering, the hairs on his tail standing erect and his 
huge round eyes staring intently into the darkness. Like all cats, 
Timmy was frightened of storms.

1 suddenly felt sorry for the poor little creature, and I left the 
window and padded softly downstairs. As 1 opened the ki'chen 
door I saw two orange eyes staring at me out of the darkness. I 
called softly to him, and heard the thump as he jumped out of his 
basket. It was then that I noticed something strange. There was 
a wild gleam of fury in those two eyes, and they were at least a foot 
off the floor. Then suddenly, illuminated by a flash of lightning, I 
saw its huge form crouching by the table, its massive tail swaying 
furiously to and fro. Then with one last swing of its posterior, the 
tiger launched itself into the air. The spell broken, I backed away 
and my hand hit something, something which fell to the floor and 
shattered into a thousand pieces.

The next thing 1 remember, it was morning; the roofs were wet 
and gleaming in the morning sun, and a blackbird was telling the 
whole world to get up. I smiled to myself when I recalled my 
dream about poor old Tim changing into a tiger, and I was just 
getting up when I heard a cry from downstairs—“ My best vase, 
broken ! ” 1 stopped in the act of getting out of bed then I dashed 
downstairs. On the kitchen floor lay a Jacobean vase, smashed 
to pieces. I shook my head vigorously to make sure that I was 
awake, and glanced at Timmy. A beam of sunlight fell on his 
face as he looked round to face me. and his eyes flashed—orange !

R.B. (IVa)
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RAILWAYMEN v LOCOSPOTTERS
Why do policemen and railwaymen try to stop boys from indulging 

in the hobby of locospotting ? That’s what I'd like to know ! 
Nowadays it seems to be the general idea in the railway world that 
locospotters are pests. But why ? If a railwayman decided that 
he would like to sit in a bus shelter and watch the traffic, what 
would he think if a policeman told him to pack it up, he was being a 
nuisance ? I admit that many boys who indulge in this hobby do 
do silly things and damage railway property, but why should other 
people’s enjoyment be spoilt by a few ! Stop these hooligans from 
locospotting, but not everybody !

All the big stations popular with locospotters ought to have a 
place where the locospotters can watch the trains without being 
bawled at by railwaymen and policemen. British Railways, you 
know, could make money out of locospotters; most of them pay a 
lot to travel to such meccas of the railway world as Crewe and 
London. When they get there they want something to eat and 
will go to the Restaurant and spend five shillings—all extra money 
for British Railways. And don’t they need it !

Another point I can’t understand is why boys are not allowed to 
sit on railway banks and watch the trains. If a policeman did so, 
nobody would take any notice. Boys sitting on railway banks are 
doing no more harm than anyone else.

And what do railwaymen see wrong in locospotting ? They 
should be proud and pleased that people take the trouble to come 
hundreds of miles to see their engines, and not try to get rid of them. 
I should have thought they had something better to do.

Why should locospotters be thought a nuisance ?
D.V.F. (lVa)

A VIEWER S LAMENT
I never see the great or even the good television shows. People 

telephone and say, “ Did you see the great show last night ?” And I 
didn't. I was reading or talking or had gone to the theatre or 
perhaps was just sitting, staring into empty space.

Then again, I have a call : “ Be sure to look at television at 9.30 
on Friday”. I really set my mind to it, but. sure as fate, I either 
don’t look at the clock till 10 p.m. or just forget completely.

Occasionally, children see a great television show by never 
turning the set off and I have even tried this. I have sat through 
a whole day of cartoons and Old-Western pictures, right through 
the sad comedians and song stylists. This turns out to be the day 
when there are no great shows; I suppose I am just unfortunate !

My main complaint is that 1 feel 1 am missing something important, 
and I don’t know how to participate in the great richness that is 
going on around me. I see the forest of aerials, the darkened 
rooms from which conversation, reading and even one level of 
consciousness have disappeared, and I am angry that I can’t seem 
to take part in it. I do wish I could share it—or do I ! ?

P .O . (Ilia)
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AN UNSOLVED MYSTERY
If you are familiar with the theory of resonance, or have read 

about Caruso, the great singer shattering wine glasses by striking a 
certain vocal note, then you may be interested in a story that my 
father told me—

The locale: Ceylon. The time: 1944—and a series of incidents 
that led to the “jamming” of radio transmissions from the island. 
The source of the interrupting frequencies was traced to a spot 
some miles north of Kandy—high in the hills that thrust from the 
jungle lowlands.

A party of technicians sent to investigate hacked their way to an 
area clear of the surrounding jungle, climbed to the summit of the 
first hill and saw on the far side, a clearing containing a mobile 
radar station ! A mobile radar station, miles from anywhere and 
unaccounted for !

Entry into the station showed the place completely deserted 
but with complex equipment unlike anything within the party’s 
experience—untouched. What seemed a radar antenna was 
connected to apparatus calibrated, not to radio, but to amplified 
audio frequencies ! Documents in the station recorded tests on 
various plants and materials even to the extent of showing resonant 
frequencies for these materials ! No-one could figure out how the 
equipment had been got there and certainly far less, how to get the 
stuff out. In fact, it’s still there, except for the documents and the 
power—a machine unlike any other in the world !

Fantastic, you think ? Quite so, but have you ever thought 
about the trumpets that blew for seven days and seven nights until 
they disintegrated the walls of Jericho ?

M.J.B. (!Va)

ON DOGS
Whenever 1 happen to see that feline fiend, the cat, either stranded 

on a limb of a tree by its own curiosity or performing any other of its 
deadly antics, I am convinced, to a greater extent, of the superiority 
of the dog.

That long-suffering quadruped has to contend with a great deal; 
e.g. the thoughtless human who wakes it from slumber to perform, 
on its unsuspecting form, the process of bathing or some equally 
unpleasant ordeal. But despite these unnecessary subjections, the 
dog is always faithful to its master, and never forgets to reward him 
for all his kindness by masticating his slipper or barking loudly in 
the rather early hours of the morning.

Our mutual friend however can always rely on its advisory 
committee, the “Canine Defence League” for legal advice, should 
owners not appreciate these kind thoughts.
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There are noticeable fashions in dogs; small people quite often 
own small dogs to give the appearance of height, and fat people 
fat dogs for the opposite reason.

A small dog usually gambols around the room for no apparent 
reason and then just as unexpectedly stops dead in its tracks,— 
drops to the floor and goes to sleep as though it had been determined 
to do so all along.

But the big dog, the type that wags its tail and swings its tongue 
at you in the same tempo, usually charges in at meal times only to 
leave the room at last looking as if an army of devastation had 
marched through it. The enthusiastic animal then breathes—and 
puts out the fire ! It coyly creeps in under the table, lies there for 
a while then gets up suddenly; the first knowledge of this action is 
conveyed by the table’s appearing to be turning a somersault.

However, in spite of the postman’s opinion, dogs will be dogs !
D.J.T. (Ufa)

CRUELTY IN NATURE
In Nature, the theme is Kill or be Killed. It is a savage world 

in which the hunters are often hunted by the animals they hunt.
As an example of such, let us follow a polecat for a season. The 

male polecat is looking for a wife as it is mating time. He finds 
one, grabs her by the scruff of the neck and drags her off to his 
lair. Real caveman tactics ! The mating takes place and a few 
weeks later the young are born. Then the father is ejected, kicked 
out—an example of Nature’s cruelty ! The mother searches for 
food, she finds a rabbit and, wham ! Rabbit for dinner ! the hunter 
hunts. More food is needed, so off she goes again to find a rat 
which can fight back. Two hunters clash. Sometimes the rat 
comes off best but not always. Another food expedition is soon 
needed so off she goes again. This time she meets a viper. In this 
the hunter (adder) is being hunted. A fight ensues and the polecat 
comes off best. But not always ! The adder is fed to the growing 
cubs. Mother sets off again. She is spotted by a man. He 
shoots and misses. The hunter becomes the hunted. The young 
emerge into the daylight for the first time, they must learn things 
the hard way. They look for food and find a frog. They pounce ! 
The first kill ! But must this creature be killed. It has done no 
harm. Nature is very cruel. They fight over the dead frog and 
lose it. But Mr. Hedgehog finds it and the polecats are angry. 
They pounce and learn the hard way that one should look before 
one leaps. But Nature is cruel and the cubs must be taught. They 
lick their wounds after the first lesson.

R .V .C .  (IVb)
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NATURES’ WONDER 
When oft’ I walk along the country lanes,
I see the birds about their daily play.
I hear them singing in melodious strains 
And them I envy for their carefree way.

The frightened sparrow hops from tree to tree 
Thinking that I will catch him and him kill.
The cheeky robin follows after me 
As I ascend a leaf-mould-covered hill.

The swallow has just left his summer nest 
To travel to some distant southern land.
The cuckoo long has been upon his quest 
Assisted by a powerful unseen hand.

These wonders and the things which I do see 
Transport God even closer unto me.

R.B.T. (IVa)

TOO FANTASTIC
It was Kered, a well-known member of our planet’s expeditionary 

force to that planet which is in our language called DLROW, who 
first came out with a fantastic account of his visit there. “The part 
where I stayed was called Britain,” he said, and then he went on to 
give an account of what he observed. He said that in Britain was 
a race of people who used black stones to generate heat. Also, 
the inhabitants rode inside huge animals with circular feet. These 
animals never fed, but drank a strange-smelling liquid secreted 
by plants with long nozzles.

As far as clothes were concerned, the inhabitants bred special 
animals that were cruelly stripped of their hair (while the animals 
were still alive). This hair then went through many processes 
until it could be made into clothes 

“The British, as they are called,” said Kered, "fed on white stones 
dug up from the ground.”

At first we jeered at Kered, mocked him, and made him the object 
of many jibes, but it was Kered’s turn to smile when we held an 
enquiry into the DL ROW'S existence. The Commission set up 
for this purpose verified all that Kered had reported !

W .F .B .  (IVa)
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THE GHOSTIE
1 saw a ghostie standing there;
His fingers and his toes were bare 
And, on his head, a single hair 
Proclaim’d that once his head was fair.

Said I to him (he shivered so)
“ Let’s have a race—run fast, you know.
You must warm up; come, have a go ! ”
But all that ghostie said was "No ! ”

"The night is cold and wet, you see;
Come home and have a cup of tea."
The ghostie sighed and said to me,
“Alas, we ghosties are not free.”

And then I saw the sun’s first ray;
My ghostie turn'd; ’twas break of day.
“Alas,’’ said he, "1 cannot stay”
With that he vanish’d—right away !

G.H.C. (lVa)
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