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HENRY MELLISH G.S. 1st XV. 1958-59
Standing: Goodley, D.; Maycock, R. K.; Saxton. J.; Fisher, B. C.; Stevens, J. C.; 

Flint, K.; Onley, M. F.; Soar, C. P.; Rowley, I. A.
Seated: Rushforth, A. J.; Walker, G. R.; Millns, G.; Mr. W. L. Evans; 

Richardson, P.; Green, F. G.; Elliott, T. I.
Front Row: Bridgett, M. C.; Bexon, I.
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EDITORIAL
The present century is nigh on thirty years older, since Miss 

Mcllish officiated at the school’s opening ceremony on October 4th, 
1929. Only to a few Staff and founder members will '59 recall ’29 
and the recollection will, no doubt, bring with it the grim reminder 
tempus fugil.

Although thirty years is not, perhaps, very long in the history of 
a school, traditions arc already growing up here; indeed it is a 
solemn thought that that enigma, the inky success at the 11+ stage, 
should, in spite of the trials and tribulations of bullies, prefects and 
school-rules—not to mention homework, games and the ministrations 
of the staff—capture the spirit of the traditions laid down by his 
predecessors.

Perhaps the resultant achievements of the oldest among us would 
bear closer examination: he is in the Sixth form, he is mature and 
self confident, goes when and where he likes, lying at times 
among the fragrant grasses of the school field beneath a ‘maturing 
sun’, surreptitiously listening to the Test-Match on a portable radio— 
and perhaps as a result not always passing his exams ! But what 
of that ? He has, by discussion with his peers, invented a late-cut 
to defeat the wiles of the school’s cleverest cricket rival, has planned 
a stratagem to break a record at the County Sports, discovered the 
weakness in the prcfectorial system and thereby established himself 
as a future administrator—a County Councillor, an Alderman, a 
Member of Parliament, a Director of Education, even a Minister of 
Education—and perhaps, through his C.C.F. experience, a future 
Field Marshal !

Someday, perhaps. The Centaur will print the names of some of 
the school’s successful sons—a worthwhile compensation for the 
ravages of time as seen amongst thinning locks, shorter tempers, 
new cars, et cetera.

D.E.T.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS
School Captain: P. Richardson
Vice-Captain: F. G. Green
Prefects: J. A. Dale, T. I. Elliot, J. F. Mills, G. Millns,

M. F. Onley, J. K. Radford, A. J. Rushforth,
D. Stoppard, D. E. Tomlinson, G. R. Walker, 
W. K. Whitehead, P. J. H. Whyte, F. E. Willmott, 
W. Wright.
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Sub-Prefects: J. R. Adams, T. D. Adams, D. J. Braithwaite,
P. H. Branncy. M. A. Carson, D. Chambers, 
L. C. Elliott, B. C. Fisher, B. Ford, B. Hcald, 
J. D. Hole, M. Jackson, K. H. Jones, R. W. 
Layton, R. K. Paterson, P. J. Richards, L. M. 
Simpson. P. Storey, J. W. Strawbridgc, P. S. 
Webster.

SCHOOL NOTES
Since the last Centaur there has been one addition to the Staff— 

that of Mr. P. Bailey who has come to assist with Metalwork. There 
are two departures—Mr. M. A. Argylc goes to the Forest Fields 
Grammar School in September to teach History and Mr. J. B. 
Brocklchurst goes to Birmingham University where he has been 
appointed Lecturer in Music. We extend to them our good wishes.

We regret to have to record the death, on June 25th, of G. T. M. 
Revill, aged 17 years. To his parents we extend our deepest 
sympathy.

B. P. Richardson is to be heartily congratulated on gaining an 
Open Exhibition at London University to study Mathematics at the 
Imperial College of Science and Technology; also A. J. Rushworth 
on his Open Scholarship to Loughborough College of Technology 
to work for a Diploma in Civil Engineering.

Two Old Boys, H. Hardy (1948-55) and G. Bingham (1941-46), 
are to be congratulated too. H. Hardy has been awarded a full 
Blue in Athletics at Oxford and has been selected to represent his 
University in the Discus against Cambridge, and later at the White 
City to represent Oxford and Cambridge against Harvard and Yale 
Universities. His latest distinction is his inclusion in the English “ B” 
team against Holland. G. Bingham, Flight-Lieutenant, was 
commended by the Queen in the New Year Honours List for "his 
valuable services in the air” .

In the Oxford University G.E.C. Examinations, Ordinary Level, 
held in December, 1958, the following boys gained Certificates: in 
four subjects, A. J. Smith; in three subjects, S. J. Barber; in two 
subjects, D. J. M. Coxon, J. Eggleshaw, D. Graham, I. A. Rowley, 
M. F. Swingler, F. R. C. Ward, P. D. Woods; in one subject,
C. Bunting, K. C. Burrows, S. C. Dodsworth, D. J. Gardiner,
D. Goodley, D. J. Griffiths, S. J. Herbert, H. G. B. Hicks, K. H. 
Jones, M. J. M. Locke, D. L. Martin, R. K. Maycock, 
F. T. O’Connor, D. K. Parker, C. Robson, J. C. Stevens, D. 
Stoppard, P. J. Storey, D. E. Tomlinson.

At the Swimming Sports, held at the Victoria Baths on May 2nd, 
the 1957-58 Prefects presented a Cup for competition among the 
Junior House Teams. Barber House won it and added it to the 
Learning Cup (Middles and Seniors) which it also won !
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Six new records were established at the School Athletic Sports on 
June 9th; B. C. Fisher broke the two records he established last year 
in the Senior 880 yds. (2 mins. 7 secs.) and the Senior Mile (4 mins. 
49.4 secs.) His times this year were 2 mins. 2.2 secs, and 4 mins. 
34 secs.

The other records were in the Senior 440 yds. (won by G. Millns 
in 55 secs.); in the Intermediate 440 yds. (won by D. R. Taylor in 
58 secs.); in the Intermediate High Jump (5 ft. 0) in. by J. W. 
Evans); and in the Intermediate Putting the Shot ( 40 ft. 11£ in. by
D. F. Green).

The School Rugby 1st XV established a record too; in no season 
until this one has there been an unbroken succession of victories— 
and they finished the season by winning the Sir Henry Birkin Cup in 
the Three Counties Seven-a-Side Tournament.

Another memorable school achievement is that of the C.C.F. 
On May 14th, for the fourth year in succession, the Shooting Team 
won the Shield and now retain it permanently; Cadet D. M. Fcnn 
won the tankard for the best individual shot.

In the Notts. Schoolboys. Under 15, Cricket Team, J. Bush has 
been selected to play against teams from neighbouring counties.

Since the beginning of the year, parties of boys have visited 
The Playhouse to see performances of Mr. Micawher, Hamlet and 
The Diary o f Anne Frank.

Twenty-eight boys, with Mr. E. H. Jones and Mr. D. C. Lovibond, 
arc spending a week, July 24th—31st, in Belgium, their headquarters 
being Middclkcrkc.

The R.A.F. Section of the C.C.F. arc camping at Kinloss, 25th 
July to 1st August; the Army Section at Cultybraggan, Crieff, 
Perthshire, 24th-3lst July and the Navy Section from 15th to 21st 
August on a Motor Launch at Chatham.

Alterations and extensions to the school buildings are to be 
begun in September: the Library is to be enlarged by taking in the 
rooms on either side, the Physics and Chemistry Labs, enlarged by 
taking in the Lecture Room and Staff Room, a new block of 
buildings, comprising six new classrooms built on the site of the 
Rifle Range, the kitchen enlarged and remodelled and the Dining 
Hall enlarged by taking in the tuck-shop.

The Magazine Committee for this issue consists of Messrs.
E. W. Adams, R. McCandless, S. Marshall, H. K. Butler, D. E. 
Tomlinson, D. Stoppard.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines and 
apologise for possible omissions: Brunt's Magazine. The
Cestrefeldian, The Mitre, The Mundella Magazine, The Newtonian, 
The Nottinghamian, The Pavior, The West Bridgfordian, The 
Magazine o f the Royal College, Ceylon.
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VALETE
VA O’Connor, F. T.
lib Lomax, J. H.

IVc Hallam, R. J.
Ilia McGibbon, G. C.
lllb Dale, A. T.; Gow, R. N
lllc Brown, T. P.
Ic Dalton, P. M.

RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1958-59
Captain: G. M illns Vice-Captain: P. R ichardson

Never before in the history of the school has a school team won 
every match played during the season. This record has been 
achieved by the first XV this season. In all, 16 matches were played, 
all of which were won, with 274 points scored for and only 46 against,

The success was due to the fine team-spirit which persisted 
throughout the season. But talent was not lacking; nine members 
of the team (Onley, Stevens, Fisher, Elliott, Goodley, Maycock, 
Walker, Richardson, Millns) were selected for the County Schools 
XV and the last four were selected for the Three Counties Schoolboys 
side.

This record achievement was celebrated by a dinner on May 8th, 
1959, when all the team, seven masters (including the headmaster), the 
Old Boys R.F.C. secretary, E. Egglenton, and Don Smart (Old 
Boy, now playing with Notts. R.F.C. and the Three Counties) were 
present.

G.M.

Wed. February 4th v Southwell Minster G.S. (Away) Won 18-3
In appalling conditions, the School opened sluggishly against a lively Southwell 

pack but as the game wore on the School forwards gained a greater share of 
the hall. Owing to good running by the backs with a greasy ball and two 
opportunist tries by Walker the School side won through.

Sat. Feb. 21st v Nottingham University “ B” (Away) Won 24-0
Against a mediocre University side the School was dominant in all spheres. 

Although lacking weight the School played enterprising open Rugby which 
resulted in six players scoring tries, three of which were converted by Millns.

Sat. Feb. 28th v Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Away) Won 19-0
The School score was only 3-0 at half-time, when the destructive efforts of the 

Newton forwards were repelled and the backs given room to move. The 
opportunities were then well taken, but the game was closer than the score may 
suggest.

Wed. March 4th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Won 17-0
Our opponents were weakened for this needle match and so the expected 

spectacle failed to materialise. The School’s display was the poorest of the 
season but the will to win swayed the result.
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Sat. March 7th "A” XV v Carlton-Le-Willows 1st XV (Home)
Won 14-0

Owing to inclement weather the School “A” XV consisted of only 13 players, 
but this was found to be enough to overcome our Carlton rivals. The weak 
tackling and Rugby inexperience of Carlton allowed the School to score easily 
in the first half. The second half was better, but the School defence held firm.

THREE-COUNTIES SEVEN-A-SIDE TOURNAMENT
School Rugby reached a fitting climax in the Schools Sevens 

Tournament at Notts. R.F.C. ground. Bccston. Rain poured down 
most of the afternoon and attractive Rugby was difficult.

The School seven consisted of Millns, Richardson, Onlcy, Walker, 
Saxton, Stevens and Fisher. After beating Flenry Fanshawc G.S. 
9 - 0 in the second round, they then beat West Bridgford 8 - 0 in 
the semi-final and High Pavement II - 0 in the final. In so doing 
they won the Sir Henry Bitkin Cup for the second time since its 
inauguration in 1951.

The solid forwards gave the backs the service to score and scrum 
half. Walker, the protection to score five tries, three of which he 
scored in the final. It was an extremely good display of Rugby 
by the School under the poor conditions and a fitting close to a 
memorable season.

Second XV
Kcb. 7th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home) Won 22-3
Feb. 21st i' Old Boys III (Home) Won 19-3
Feb. 28th v Old Boys II (Home) Lost 23-24
Mar. 7th v Forest Fields (Away) Won 6-0

Under 15 XV
Feb. 21st v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Won 21-3
Mar. 7 v West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Won 45-0

Under 14 XV
Feb. 4th v Southwell Minster G.S. (Away) Lost 3-24
Feb. 7th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home) Won 21-16
Feb. 28th v Alderman Newtons G.S. (Away) Lost 6-16
Mar. 7th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Won 25-3

Under 13 XV
Feb. 25th v Nottingham High School (Home) Lost 6-5

HOUSE MATCHES
Seniors

Mc Ewen V Bulkeley 3-21
Barm k V Balk 13-3
Mc Ewen V Balk 22-0
Barber V Bulkeley 17-0
Mc Ewen V Barber 3-35
Balk V Bulkeley 9-11
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J uniors

Bulkeley V Balk 11-0
M c Ewen V Barber 21-8

Bulkeley V Mc Ewen 34-0
Balk V Barber 18-11

Bulkeley V Barber 25-3
Balk V Mc Ewen 33-0

Captain: J. A. D ale

CRICKET, 1959
Vice-Captain: G. M illns

The undoubted early potential of the School First XI has not so 
far this season been realised. The batting has proved competent 
(only at Newark have the School batted to number eleven). The 
bowling has lacked penetration on the lifeless wickets so far 
encountered. The fielding after a very poor start has slowly 
improved.

F. G. Green, D. Stoppard and J. A. Dale were awarded their 
colours for the 1958 season. J. Bush has been selected to play for 
the Notts. Under 15 Schools XI this season and is to be congratulated.

J.A.D.

F irst XI
Wed. 6th May v High Pavement G.S. Drawn

High Pavement: 153 far 5 wickets declare J.
School: 126 for 4 (Tomlinson 43, Bush 32 n.o., Richards 20).
On a lifeless pitch, the batsmen on both sides were always in command of 

the bowling and a draw was inevitable. The batting of Tomlinson and Bush 
(the latter's first match) added interest to a tedious game.

Sat. 10th May v Ashby G.S. Drawn
Ashhy: 115 for 7 declared. (Dale 4 for 31).
School: 66 for 5 (Green 24, Stoppard 24).
Again a lifeless wicket and Ashby scored fairly slowly. Green and Stoppard 

gave the School a sound start, but the later batsmen did not maintain the necessary 
rate of scoring.

Sat. 23rd May v Parents Won by 6 wickets
Parents: 88 all out.
School: 89 for 4 (Jackson 31 not out, Millns 30 not out).
The match was played in the usual light-hearted fashion. Mr Stimpson was 

again the mainstay of the Parents’ batting and for the School after early setbacks. 
Millns and Jackson gained the victory.

Sat. 30th May v West Bridgford G.S. Lost by 9 wickets
School: 102 for 6 declared {Stoppard 33, Millns 31).
West Bridgford: 103 for I.
At first the School scored very slowly on a lively wicket, although Stoppard 

and Millns scored more quickly as the wicket eased. When Bridgford batted 
the wicket had become completely lifeless and the School bowlers could make 
little impression.
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Sat. 6th June v Newark Magnus G.S. Drawn
School: 77 ( Walker 26).
Newark Magnus: 67 for 9 (Flint 4 for 4, Wright 3 for 20).
The early School batsmen got themselves out against moderate bowling, 

but Walker, Flint and Bush partially retrieved the situation. After a half 
century opening partnership, Flint and Wright caused a collapse and the match 
resulted in an exciting and close draw.

S eco n d  XI
Wed. 6th May v High Pavement G.S. (Away) Lost by 6 wickets 

School: 81 (Griffiths 25)
High Pavement: 86 for 4.

Sat. 9th May v Ashby G.S. (Away) Drawn
Ashhy: 118 ( Westcoll 5 for 23, Eggleshaw 4 for 16).
School: 89 for 7 (Reddish 33 n.o., Marshall 21).

Sat. 30th May v West Bridgford (Home) Won by 44 runs
School: 81
West Bridgford 37 (Elliott, L. C. 5 for 18, Eggleshaw 5 for 17).

Sat. 6th June v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home) Won by 9 wkts 
Newark Magnus: 54 (Eggleshaw 4 for 16).
School: 55 for I (Marshall 41 n.o.).

‘A’ XI
Wed. 13th May v Southwell G.S. 1st XI Drawn

School: 128 for 8 declared (Reddish 34, Jackson 27).
Southwell: 113 for 4

U n d e r  15 XI
May 9th v Ashby G.S. (Home) Won by 6 wkts

Ashby: 51 (Stocks 3 for 8, Garslang 3 for 23).
School 52 for 4 (Green 20 n.o.)

May 21st v Nottm. City Schools (Home) Lost by 4 wkts.
School: 88 for 7 dec. (Marshall 25, Reddish 21, Higgins 23).
City Schools: 89 for 6.

May 23rd v Nottm. High School (Away) Lost by 60 runs
High School: 127 for  2 declared.
School: 67 < Wheat 24).

June 2nd v Wollaton C.C. Juniors (Away) Won by 10 runs
School: 134 for  3 declared (Bush 63, Slimpson 41).
Wollaton: 30 (Garslang 4 for 4, Morton 3 for 3).

U n d e r  14 XI
May 13th v Southwell G.S. (Home) Lost by 82 runs

Southwell: 122.
School: 60.

May 23rd v Nottm. High School (Away) Drawn
High School: 110 for 8 declared.
School: 62 for 8.

May 30th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Won by 64 runs
School: 122 for 5 declared (Wiser 27, Slimpson 38 n.o.).
West Bridgford: 58 < Wiser 7 for 21).

June 6th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home) Won by 35 runs
School: 86 (Elkinglon 43).
Newark Magnus: 51 (Slimpson 7 for 24).



Ten THE CENTAUR

SENIOR HOUSE MATCHES 
(25-Over Matches)

May 27th Balk v Bulkclcy A Tie
Bnlkeley 98 for 6 (Rowley 33 «.<»., Jackson 24,—Ellis 3 for 22).
Hoik; 98 for 8 (Flint 28—Garstang 3 for 30).
Bulkclcy scored slowly at lirst against accurate bowling, but Rowley later 

improved the rate. In reply Flint and Tomlinson looked capable of carrying 
Balk to victory, but (iarslang dismissed them both. As a result the rate or 
scoring dropped and when the last over began 8 runs were needed.
June 3rd Barber v McEwen McEwen won by 2 runs

McEwen: 84 ((ireen, D 23— Dale 5 for 38).
Barber: 82 (Healtl 24 n.o.— Millns 3 for 36, Bond 3 for 11).
The powerful hatting of McFwcn failed against the pace bowling of Dale and 

Elliott, only Green, D. and Bush offering much resistance. Barber fell away 
after an adequate start, and when the ninth wicket fell, nineteen runs were still 
required.

ATHLETICS
Captain: P. R ichardson Vice Captain: A. J. R ushforth

The season began with a Junior Invitation Relay Race at 
Bilborough G.S. and this our team, consisting of D. Taylor (Capt.), 
C. A. H. Garstang, J. Wheat and S. F. Kingstonc, won in a time of 
49.3 secs.

In the Senior Invitation Relays (110 X 220 x 220 X 110) the 
school has gained little success against very strong opposition. 
The lack of really good sprinters in the senior school, however 
has resulted in three of the junior relay team members gaining 
valuable experience. The team has consisted of P. Richardson, 
A. J. Rushforth. K. H. Jones, D. R. Taylor, C. A. H. Garstang and 
J. W. Evans, in all.

In the South Notts. Schools A.A.A. Sports on May 28th at the 
John Player Sports Ground the school once more retained the 
Hopkinson Trophy for the senior section, having almost no 
opposition. It was most encouraging that our intermediates should 
be placed second in the team placings, since many of those who 
took part will still be intermediates next year. There were several 
noteworthy performances viz B. C. Fisher—Intermediate 1 Mile 
4 mins. 40 secs., 880 yd 2 mins. I sec.

As a result of these sports twenty of our athletes will represent 
South Notts, in the County Championships on June 20th, at the 
Harvey Haddon Stadium, Bilborough.

A Junior athletics match was staged against Bilborough on 
June 1st and many of the results are most encouraging. The boys 
who took part—fourth and third formers—are all to be commended 
for their enthusiasm throughout the year. Full results arc given 
below.

The School sports had a very fair afternoon after a blustery wet 
morning and several good performances were put up, including 
six new records and one record being equalled.
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With the end or the year the school will not lose many outstanding 
athletes hut no doubt A. J. Rushforth, M. Simpson and K. H. Jones 
will be missed from the seniors. Many thanks are due to them, 
especially to Rushforth, for their hard work, in their own time, 
in coaching and encouraging junior and intermediate athletes.

P.R.

SCHOOL SPORTS RESULTS
J unior

100 Yards: I Barnett (Balk), 2 Davies (Barb), 3 Mills (A/rE.)—12.4 secs.
220 Yards: I Gouek (McE.), 2 Barnett (Balk) 3 Mills (McE.)—28.0 secs.

Equals record.
R elay: I McEwcn, 2 Barber, 3 Bulkcley—58.4 secs.
High Jump: I Barnett {Balk), 2 Beams {Bulk.) 3 Hufton(Balk)—4' I"
I ONO J um p: I Whittamor (Bulk.), 2 Hcarson {McE.), 3 Wortley {McE.) 14' I" 
Hop Step & J u m p: I Wortley {McE.), 2 Gouek {McE.), 3 Fisher {Balky—31' 5" 
C ricket Ba ll: I Hufton ( ), 2 Mills {McE.), 3 Fisher (Balk}— 197' 4"
Sh o t : I Gouek (McE.), 2 Bassford {McE.), 3 Oliver {Barb.)— 36' 0"

I NTF.RMFDI ATI-
100 Yards: I Evans {Barb.), 2 Kingstone {Bulk.), 3 Wheat {Barb.)— 11.0 secs. 
220 Yards: I Taylor {Barb.), 2 Evans {Barb.), 3 Stimpson {Bulk.)—25.6 sees. 
440 Yards: I Taylor {Barb.), 2 Douglass {Bulk.), 3 Ellis {Balk) -58 .0  sees.* 
XX0 Yards: I Douglass {Bulk.), 2 Ellis {Balk), 3 Anclitfe {Barb.)— 2 min. 14 sees. 
I M ile : I Douglass (Bulk.), 2 Ellis (Balk), 3 Spray {Balk.)—5 mins. 11.8 sees. 
H igh Jump: I I vans {Barb.) 2 Cox {McE.), 3 Randle {Bulk.)—5' 0"4*
Long  J u m p: I Wheat {Barb.), 2 Cox {McE.), 3 Tantum (Bulk)—17' 24"
Hop, Step & J um p: I Cox {McE.), 2 Austin {Bulk.), 3 Tantum {Balk)—36' 0" 
J avelin: I Garstang {Bulk.), 2 Taylor {Barb.), 3 Swallow {McE.)—121' 4" 
Discus: I Green {McE.), 2 Riley {Balk), 3 Stimpson (Bulk.)— 130' 8J"
Sh o t : I Green (McE.), 2 Kingstone (Bulk.), 3 Riley (Balk)—40' I1J"*
Relay: I Varbcr, 2 Bulkcley. 3 McEwen—50.8 secs.

S enior

100 Yards: I Jones (Barb.), 2 Onley (Barb.), 3 Radford (Balk)—10.4 sees.
220 Yards: I Jones (Barb.), 2 Onley (Barb.), 3 Radford (Balk)—24.0 sees.
440 Y a rd s : I Millns (McE.) 2 Fisher (Barb.), 3 Richardson (Barb.) —55.0 sees.* 
XX0 Yards I Fisher (Barb.). 2 Simpson (Barb.), 3 Carson (McE.> 2 mins. 2.2 secs.* 
I M ile : I Fisher (Barb.), 2 Simpson (Barb.), 3 Musgrovetft/M.)—4 mins. 34 sees.* 
H igh Jump: I Millns (McE.), 2 Rushforth (Bulk.), 3 Hutchinson (Bulk.)— 5 ' 2" 
Long Jump: I Rushforth (Bulk.), 2 IX’nsham (Barb.), 3 Morris (Bulk.)- 20' 3" 
Hop, S tep  & Jump: I Millns (McE.), 2 Onley (flarft.) 3 Rushforth (Bulk.)—ib' 10" 
Ja v e lin : I Morris!#///A.) 2 Goodburn (Bulk.), 3 Smith (Barb.)—1 1 7 '9 J"
DISCUS: I Richardson (Barb.), 2 Stevens (Barb.), 3 Dunkcley (Bulk.)—

104' 10*''
Sh o t : I Richardson (Barb.), 2 Dale (Barb.), 3 Soar (Balk)—39' 74"
R elay: I Barber, 2 McEwen, 3 Bulkcley—48.6 secs.

* Denotes a new record

Final House Placings
J unior Intermediate Senior

1. McEwen 384 pts. Bulkcley 46 pts. Barber
2. Balk Barber Bulkcley
3. Bulkcley McEwen McEwen
4. Barber Balk Balk
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JUNE 1st. JUNIOR ATHLETIC MATCH v Bll BOROUGH G.S. (AWAY) 
100 Yards: 1 Evans, 2nd Kingstone—11.9 secs.
220 Y ards: I Taylor, 2 Evans—26.9 secs.
440 Yards: 1 Taylor, 4 Titman—57.3 secs.
80 Y a rd s  H urdles: I Garstang, 4 Deane—12.1 secs.
880 Yards: 2 Ellis, 4 Wheat—won in a time of 2 mins. 20 secs.
HitiH Jump: 1 Cox, Randle—4' 10"
Long  J ump: 2 Wheat, 3 Austin—won with a distance of 17'
Hop, Step & J ump: 3 Knight, 4 Austin—Won with a distance of 35' 6" 
J avelin: I Garstang, 3 Whitby—133' I0J"
Discus: 1 Riley, 2 Green—116'
Sh o t : I Green, 3 Riley—38' 4"
R elay (4 x  110 Yards): I (Taylor, Garstang, Evans, Kingstone)—50.4 secs.
Final Points: Henry Mcllish G.S. 78 pts.

Bilborough G.S. 41 pts.

SWIMMING
The School Swimming Sports were held, as last year, at the 

Victoria Baths on the evening of May 2nd. There was a large 
number of spectators present, and they enjoyed an entertaining 
evening. The swimming may not have been of so high a standard as 
in previous years, but the School has been unable this year to use 
the Northern Baths for swimming instruction.

This year marked the first presentation of the new Prefects Cup 
for Junior House Swimming; it was won by Barber House—which 
also retained from last year the Learning Cup for Middle and Senior 
House Swimming.

Among the outstanding performers were C. B. Payne, who set up a 
new Middle Plunge record; B. C. Fisher, who won the School 
Championship; and M. B. Marriott, who won the three Middle 
events—Free Style, Back Stroke and Diving.

The presentation of the trophies was made afterwards by Mrs.
G. F. Houston.

B.C.F.

RESULTS
Free-Style

Junior—Thompson (Barber) I ; Davidson (Balk) 2; Gouck (McEwcn) 3. 
Middle—Marriott (Balk) I ; Evans (McEwcn) 2; Payne (Balk) 3.
Senior—Fisher (Barber) I ; Millns (McEwcn) 2; Elliott (Barber) 3. 

Breast-Stroke:
Junior—Thompson (Barber) I; Barnett (Balk) 2; Davies (Barber) 3.
Middle—Taylor (Barber) I : Evans (Barber) 2; Douglass (Bulkcley) 3.
Senior Mills (Barber) I ; Millns (McEwen) 2; Graham (Barber) 3.

Back Stroke
Junior—Davidson (Balk) I ; Gouck (McEwen) 2; Tatham (Barber) 3.
Middle—Marriott (Balk) I; Ellis (Balk) 2; Tebbs (McEwen) 3.
Senior—Westcott (Bulkcley) I; Whitehead (Balk) 2; Flint (Barber) 3. 

Breast-Stroke Style:
Junior—Woodhouse (Barber) I ; Barnett (Balk) 2; Goodbum (Bulkcley) 3.
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Plunge:
Middle—Payne (Balk) I; Evans (Barber) 2; Evans (McEwen) 3.

(Payne set a new record o f  44 ft. 10 ins.)
Senior—Hind (Bulkclcy) I; Smi(h (Barber) 2; Millns(McEwen) 3. 

Diving:
Junior—Otter (Balk) I ; Tatham (Barber) 2; Musgrovc (McBwen) 3. 
Middle- Marriott (Balk) I ; Buxton (Bulkelcy) 2; IXwar (Barber) 3. 
Senior-Smith (Barber) I; Robson (McEwen) 2; Hind (Bulkclcy) 3. 

Medley Relay:
Junior—Barber I; Balk 2; McEwen 3.
Middle- Balk I ; McF.wcn 2; Barber 3.
Senior—Barber I ; Bulkclcy 2; McEwen 3.

Tree-Style Relay:
Junior—Barber I; Balk 2; McEwen 3.
Middle Balk I ; Barber 2; McEwen 3.
Senior—Barber I; McEwen 2: Bulkclcy 3.

100 yards School Championship for the Whannhy Cup:
Fisher (Barber) I ; Westcott (Bulkelcy) 2: Millns (McEwen) 3. 

Position in House Competition:
Prefect’s Cup (Junior Houses):

Barber 57, I ; Balk 52, 2; McEwen 27, 3.
Leamim• Cup (Middle and Senior Houses):

Barber 107, I ; Balk 76, 2: McEwen 69, 3.

COMBINED CADET FORCE CONTINGENT
The main event of the term has been the Annual Inspection; this 

this took place in line weather on Friday, 1st May, 1959. The 
Inspecting Officer was Captain G. O. Roberts, R.N., Director of 
Naval Recruiting. He was accompanied by Lieutenant Commander 
P. J. Lynn, Major A. A. G. Power and Flight Lieutenant G. H. 
Moorhouse. After inspecting very thoroughly the Guard of Honour 
provided by the N.C.O. Cadre of all Sections, Captain Roberts made 
a lengthy inspection of the Contingent which was under the command 
of Cadet C.S.M. P. Richardson. In spite of the time taken over 
the inspection, all Cadets were remarkably steady, and even with his 
keen eye for detail the Inspecting Officer could offer few criticisms.

After the Parade the inspecting officers visited all the Sections, 
which were carrying out a variety of activities. The officers were 
particularly impressed with the P.T. Display given by “ A" Platoon 
of the Basic Section, organised and trained by Cadet C.S.M. P. 
Richardson. In his final address to the Cadets, Captain Roberts 
expressed his appreciation of the efforts made by the Cadets and the 
work done by the Contingent Officers, and hoped that the love of 
travel and adventure would remain alive in youth.

For the fourth year in succession the Contingent Shooting Team 
won the Class B Section of the North Midland .22 Shooting Competi
tion and Brigadier G. F. Lushington, Deputy Commander North 
Midland District presented the Shield to the Contingent on 21st May, 
1959 for permanent retention. In the same Competition Cadet 
A/B. D. M. Fenn of the Naval Section won the Tankard for the 
best individual shot.
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During the Easter holidays nine Cadets with Mr. Bow and Mr. 
Lovett went on an arduous training course into the Welsh Hills. 
Unfortunately, planning the scheme was severely hampered by 
lack of information about the equipment available and experience 
required in this type of training. The area chosen was designed 
to make life 'hard' and in this respect was greatly assisted by the weather 
which made living conditions in bivouac tents rather damp and 
uncomfortable ! However, in spite of difficulties, it was felt that 
such schemes arc well worth while and it is hoped that next year’s 
will be even more ambitious.

Also at Easter, three N.C.O.s attended the Northern Command 
Junior Leaders Course at Otterburn. They all found this really 
excellent training and managed to acquit themselves well.

The excellent weather this term has made out-door training 
possible most weeks, and the R.A.F. Section Grass-hopper Glider 
has been much in use. Unfortunately, a heavy landing late in the 
term has necessitated major repair work and so it will be out of 
action for some weeks.

During the Summer Holidays a wide variety of activities is 
taking place. The Section Camps are well sited and we hope they 
will be well worth while. The Naval Section will spend a week on a 
Motor Vessel at Chatham; the Army and Basic Section go to 
Cultybraggan in Perthshire, amongst what is claimed by the pre
amble to the camp to be "the finest scenery in the British Isles” . 
The R.A.F. Section go even further north—to R.A.F. Kinloss in 
Morayshire, to what is now termed the Scottish Riviera. From 
their situation it seems that “every prospect pleases” . Many 
Cadets will also be attending 'courses’ including Naval Air Courses 
in Cornwall; Gliding in East Anglia: the Armourers Course in 
Lincolnshire; Hill Walking in North Wales and the Inter-Services 
Cadet Badge Course at Frimley Park. Such a variety of training 
should not only provide excellent holidays but also wonderful 
opportunities for learning new aspects of life and developing 
character.

Also, Cadet Sgt. J. D. Hole has been selected by the R.A.F. to 
visit Holland as the guest of the Royal Netherlands Aero Club for 
three weeks during the holidays. He is accompanied by an A.T.C. 
Cadet and 2 Cadets from North America.

Every year at this time the Contingent loses many senior Cadets 
whom we here thank for their loyalty and service to the Contingent 
and the School and we wish them every success in their future 
career.

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
Of the three visits made to The Playhouse since January, The 

Diary o f Anne Frank was the most rewarding.
Hamlet never came to life. It was heavy and laboured through

out and never ceased to proclaim itself as an imitation—a "stage”
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imitation—of life, the emotions represented being either insipid 
or bombastic, never natural, and the actors seemingly bored.

Mr. Pickwick was unequal, but in dress and scenery truly reflected 
Dickens’s genius. The breakfast party scene in which Mrs. Leo 
Hunter appeared in a bright green satin dress and Miss Rachel 
Wardlc in a white and flowered dress and the men, smart and elegant 
in jackets of blue, green or red, were made up, with heavy beards 
and moustaches (except Mr. P., of course—almost bald) was 
Dickens at his gayest. Sam Weller was disappointing—he would 
forget his lines or mumble to himself—but Mr. Jingle and Mrs. 
Hunter were lively and witty and at times "stopped the show” .

The Diary o f Anne Frank did not promise well—two and a half 
hours of conversation between characters never absent from our 
eyes, occupants of a warehouse attic in Amsterdam, the only "set” 
in the play ! But the Playhouse Company did extremely well with 
these limited resources. We were soon caught up in the fortunes 
of the Frank family and became acutely aware of the forces moving 
relentlessly around them—the Nazis on the one hand and the 
Allied invasion forces on the other—and our frustration in being 
unable to help them.

Sarah Long as Anne played a magnificent part; initially she was a 
roguish tom-boy of thirteen—and looked it ! But as the play 
progressed she developed all the atfected confidence of the adolescent 
in public yet remaining beneath it all a frustrated and bewildered 
child. One could not but mentally applaud the (in the circumstances) 
pathetic preparations she made to go and meet her "darling boy” ; 
he was Peter Van Daan (played by Alan Thompson) and, like 
Anne, showed thoughtful interpretation of the growing character 
of an adolescent.

Other parts, particularly Mr. Frank (James Cossins) and Anne’s 
sister, Margot (Hazel Wright), were well portrayed and kept 
dramatic interest at a height throughout. An unforgettable 
experience !

B.P.(///«) and R.W.L. (V! U. A.)

THE BADMINTON CLUB
Although much practice in stroke play, at least, is needed to 

reach a good standard, members generally have had a good season 
and have managed to drive from their minds all thoughts of G.C.E. 
and its terrors.

Many “ pillars of strength” are leaving and the new captain is T. 
D. Adams. It is to be hoped that next year’s Form VI will show 
enthusiasm for and ability in the game so that the captain’s task 
will be easy and an equally good season enjoyed. The financial 
position at any rate is sound and equipment first-class.

R.W.L.
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THE CHESS CLUB
Since the publication of the last magazine, the activity of the 

Chess Club has been limited to one Junior and two Senior matches. 
The Junior match, against Greenwood School was won 5-1 as was 
the Senior match against Forest Fields (5-1) but the position was 
reversed against the High School; we lost 5-1.

The junior team, though younger than the average, has proved 
itself equal to the strongest oppostion; Taylor (Ha), particularly, 
has shown great enthusiasm and ability.

M.F.O.

THE MELLISH DANCING SOCIETY
The Society has not met this term -outdoor activities leaving us 

little time for dancing—but last term we received instruction in the 
newer Latin-Amcrican dances.

This proved most enjoyable, and, judicially varied with the more 
advanced steps in slower tempos, learned earlier, gave utmost 
satisfaction.

A fitting climax to the series as a whole was the End of Term 
Social with our partners from Brinclilfe who had suffered in a good 
cause throughout the year.

J.A.D.

THE MELLISH DEBATING SOCIETY
Since our revised constitution was adopted, only one debate 

has been held; it was with High Pavement G.S. on Thursday, 
19th March, when Messrs. Webster and Layton proposed “ that 
this country should renounce nuclear weapons’*. Messrs. Brown 
and Williams of High Pavement were the opposers and won the day, 
unfortunately, by 14 votes to 10. The debate throughout was 
lively and enthusiastic.

Efforts to arrange debates with other schools have been unavailing 
recently—owing, probably, to the approach of G.C.E. examinations 
—and activities within our walls have ceased too. A state of apathy 
exists at present—understandably—and we trust the initial 
enthusiasm of last September will be repeated next term and the entire 
Sixth Form take advantage of this valuable form of self expression.

M.G.

HOCKEY!
The first annual hockey match between the Brincliffe Belles and the 

Mcllish Maulers was played on the Brincliffe pitch on Wednesday, 
March 23rd, resulting in a 5-1 win for the school. The school attack 
consisted of G. Millns, T. I. Elliott, J. A. Dale, P. Richardson and 
D. Stoppard. In defence were K. G. Whiting. D. Green, J. Straw- 
bridge, J. F. Mills, F. E. Willott, and F. G. Green. The umpires 
were Mr. A. P. R. Brook and Mrs. Barton.
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For the first few minutes there was little to choose between the 
two sides, but then J. A. Dale, our dashing centre-forward, showing 
a clean pair of heels received the ball from D. Stoppard on the right 
and scored a great goal from a distance of six inches. At this stage 
the school team had to impress upon G. Millns, that at hockey, a 
tackle was not made in the same way as at Rugby ! The Brincliffe 
forwards made little impression on the rocklike school defence, but 
J. A. Dale ruined many promising school attacks by continually 
being found in an offside position in the Brincliffe h a lf! After 
more goals, however, by D. Stoppard (2), J. A. Dale and G. Millns, 
the opposition were, in the last minute allowed to score ! The 
goal area was, (un)-fortunately, vacated when Miss J. Wren scored 
a (consolation ? !) goal for the Belles.

F.G.G.

THE LITERARY CLUB
Chairman: D. E. Tomlinson Secretary: F. G. Green

Treasurer: B. P. Richardson 
Since Christmas, the most notable feature of our meetings has 

been apathy among the members ! Of the works studied, John 
Patrick’s Teahouse o f the August Moon evoked the best response. 
This play, though far from a masterpiece, is particularly successful 
as a comedy of a somewhat original nature. The Playhouse 
production of Hamlet was discussed early in March, and the feelings 
expressed centred on the failure of the central character to effect 
the suitably introspective and procrastinating nature necessary to the 
tragedy.

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist, as well as putting its author’s 
dramatic genius in a very favourable light, gave valuable insight 
into the methods and manners of the early Seventeenth Century. 
Having read the first two Acts of Aldous Huxley’s early play The 
Gioconda Smile, members decided to abandon it. This was due 
mainly to the fact that the author roused no interest in his plot, 
and used his characters merely as pegs on which to hang rather 
warped ideas on humanity.

D.E.T.

THE MUSIC SOCIETY
In spite of the pressure of examinations and some lack of support 

from the Sixth Form, meetings have been held fairly regularly 
throughout the year. In the gramophone recitals, concentration 
has been placed on the orchestra, programmes having included works 
by Brahms, Tchaikovsky, Delius, and Schumann. On June 8th, Mr. 
Brocklchurst gave a recital of piano music, tracing its development 
from Bach, through the nineteenth-century, to Debussy and Poulenc 
—a fitting conclusion to an interesting year’s work.

M.S.S.
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THE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
The first year of the re-founding of the School Photographic 

Society has been marked by many instructive meetings and a 
successful competition of Portrait, Landscape and Applied 
Photography. The profits from the competition enabled the 
Society to buy (he necessary equipment to make the darkroom 
fully available to all members.

One of the most entertaining meetings this term was that 
addressed by Mr. Press; his subject was "Colour Photography” 
and he brought many colour slides to illustrate the lecture.

Our project, "Photographing the School” , is now well advanced, 
only a few items remaining unfinished and those we hope will be 
completed next term.

As always, new members are very welcome.
M.P.

A WEEK TO REMEMBER
At the unearthly hour of a quarter to eight one morning in the 

Easter holidays, a select group of "Walkers” foregathered at 
Huntingdon St. 'bus station. It consisted of three H.M.G.S. pupils 
and one member of staff (nominally the leader). On arrival at 
Bakcwcll, the first stop was, of course, for a cup of tea. The first 
day’s route lay along the “ Edges” above Baslow and Calver and here 
the leader nearly lost his party, when the rock on which they were sitting 
tilted ominously towards a rather long drop down to some more 
rocks below !

The first two nights were spent at Learn Hall, with a visit to Eyam, 
the "Plague Village”, on the intervening day. The weather was 
good, and continued so as the parly set out for Castleton and Edalc. 
The object of the visit to Castleton was a visit to the Treak Cliff 
Cavern, where the famous "Blue John" stone is still mined. (At 
this point, the authors wish to state that the leader did not in spite 
of the party’s efforts get stuck in a pothole, as was rumoured.)

Eventually the group arrived at Rowland Cote (the hostel) with 
two of its members gravely injured—suffering from blisters ! All 
were glad to have a wash in ice-cold water—ugh ! !

The following day, the intrepid adventurers set out across Kinder 
Scout, and eventually reached a wayside inn where they consumed 
TEA by the pint.

After this the weather changed, and rain was encountered during a 
search for Eldon Hole. (Dry-stone walls really are useful !) All 
were pleased to reach Buxton hostel and dry themselves out, while 
gazing at the snow outside. The weather remained showery, 
although it cleared later for a walk through Lathkill Dale, (probably 
one of the most unspoilt in Derbyshire), before returning to Bakewell.

Our most cherished memory, however, is that of sitting in a cold, 
damp cave, eating hot sausage and beans from a large thermos flask !

D.R.T. and S.E.W. (lVaSc.)
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HOUSE NOTES
BALK HOUSE

Taking into consideration our strength as compared with that of 
the other three Houses, our performances in most fields have been 
creditable. The strength undoubtedly lies with the Juniors, and it 
is to be hoped that in future years, inter-house competition will be 
keener as a result of their efforts. So far the Juniors have been 
placed second in Rugby, Swimming and Athletics; it remains to 
be seen how they will fare in cricket.

The Intermediates are to be congratulated for coming first in the 
Swimming Sports, but unfortunately the Seniors could do little 
to ensure that we collected the Learning Cup competed for by those 
groups. The only Balk House Cricket Match played so far was 
a Senior match with Bulkeley House, when, needing 8 runs to win in 
the last over, we managed to tie ! The replay will take place after 
the G.C.E. examinations.

D.E.T.
BARBER HOUSE

Since the last issue of the Centaur, the inter-House Championship 
has been very active, and the House has been rewarded with several 
successes in their bid to retain the Hurt Cup. The Senior Rugby XV, 
with seven County schoolboys in their midst, won the Kayser Cup, 
but the Junior XV, although playing some constructive Rugby at 
times, failed in their attempt to retain the Junior Cup.

The Senior Cricket XI lost to McEwen House in a close and 
interesting game. The Junior XI have still to play their matches; 
let us hope they will show their ciders how to win.

On Sports Day, the House succeeded in winning the Senior 
division, coming second in the Middles, but in the Junior division 
coming last. B. C. Fisher must be congratulated on an outstanding 
performance in smashing the records for the mile and the 880 yds. 
The all-round ability of the House in most events must be attributed 
to the sterling work put in by our Athletics Captain P. Richardson; 
we regret that his fine example and his keenness will not be available 
to us next year.

In the Cross Country Championships, the House won both the 
Senior and Middle divisions—a very creditable performance.

At the Swimming Gala, held at the Victoria Baths again, the 
House was in good form and won both cups; B. C. Fisher also won 
the School Championship.

As can be seen from the above results, the Senior and Middle 
divisions are quite strong, but the Juniors must put in some more 
training if the House is going to stay in its rightful place, as Cock 
House of the Mellish.

House colours have been obtained and a committee has been 
set up to award them.

G.R.W.
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BULKELEY HOUSE
The Juniors were successful in winning the Orchard Cup for the 

Rugby Championship. The forwards succeeded in mastering their 
heavier opponents in every match and gave excellent service to the 
three-quarters. Rugby Colours were awarded to Stimpson, Coxon, 
Kingstone and Bridge.

The Senior team included the bulk of the School’s Second XV and 
secured an easy victory over McEwen House and a not so easy 
victory over Balk House. It was unfortunate that we were forced 
to field against Barber House a team weakened by injuries, and 
we were hard-pressed to keep the score down to 0-17. The Seniors 
were placed second in the Championship. Rugby Colours were 
awarded to C. A. H. Garstang, K. C. Burrows, R. A. Goodburn 
and A. J. Rushforth.

Our results in Swimming have not been bright for a number of 
years. The seniors however did very well and secured second place 
in their section.

Swimming colours were awarded to Hird, Wcstcott and Douglass.
The Senior Cricket team has played only one match so far, 

tying with Balk House, both teams making 98 runs. They should 
win the replay and do well in the final.

The House did well in the School Athletics Championships, being 
placed first, second and third in the Middles, Seniors and Juniors 
respectively.

The Juniors showed that they have talent and enthusiasm in 
abundance and their lack of experience and technique can be 
overcome by regular training. Athletics Colours were awarded to 
Beams and Whittamore.

The Middles were extremely well represented by a number of 
athletes who have devoted themselves to diligent training for many 
weeks. Athletic Colours were awarded to C. A. H. Garstang, 
S. F. Kingstone, B. M. Austin, J. G. Stimpson and M. J. E. Douglass.

The Seniors had a good all-round team, securing places in almost 
every event. Athletics Colours have been awarded to A. J. Rushforth, 
P. Morris and D. F. Musgrove.

Reviewing the standard of Sport in the House this year, we can 
look forward with pleasurable anticipation to some years of 
successful competition.

A.J.R.
McEWEN HOUSE

There has been a pleasing increase in House enthusiasm 
during the last two terms, and. although the Senior side won only 
one match and the Juniors none in the Rugby tournaments, our 
successes in other spheres have been more numerous. The Seniors 
were a close second in the cross country championships, and all 
the teams finished third at the Swimming Gala. But the culmination
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of all our efforts came in the Athletics Sports when the Juniors 
won the Norman Cup and the Seniors continued their winning 
strain by beating a strong Barber House XI in the first round of the 
Cricket Championship.

This is a most heartening spirit to sec in a House and, if it 
continues, success must not be far ahead.

G.M.

PARENT-STAFF ASSOCIATION
Since the last issue of the Magazine two very successful gatherings 

have been held. On Thursday, February 26th. more than two 
hundred parents and boys attended the meeting on “Careers in 
Commerce and the Civil Service” . The speakers were Mr. F. J. 
Bartlett, Senior Assistant Director of Examinations for the Civil 
Service Commission, and Mr. J. G. McMecking of Nottingham. 
After the talks, Mr. Houston joined them on the platform, and 
together they dealt with questions from the floor.

The other occasion was Family Day, which was held on May 
23rd. It was sunny and warm, and this year there were added 
attractions for the interest of the six or seven hundred who attended. 
Fuller details of this Family Day may be found elsewhere in the 
Magazine. The Committee would like to express their gratitude 
for the work done by a large number of parents and boys, as well as 
members of staff.

The President, Mr. C. B. Johnson, whose son is now at the 
University, has retired from Office. We are grateful for the 
excellent service he rendered the Association and have shown our 
appreciation by electing him an Honorary Life Member of the 
Association. We welcome, as new committee members, Mr. 
J. W. Barnett and Mrs. J. E. Ludlow.

The Association hopes to organise a Summer Fair in I960, and use 
the proceeds to establish a Parent-Staff Association Welfare Fund. 
The provisional date is Saturday, May 28th.

R.McC.
FAMILY DAY

This annual event was held this year on 23rd May and attracted 
the usual large number of visitors.

The School defeated the Parents in the entertaining cricket match 
(details elsewhere) and after the customary generous hospitality 
in the Dining Hall, parents and future scholars were escorted round 
the buildings by present scholars and were able to enjoy numerous 
exhibits.

The "Zoo” in the Biology Laboratory was very well attended; 
there was a constant flow of visitors past the display of reptiles 
and amphibians—tree-frogs, terrapins, tortoises, lizards, frogs and 
newts. The “ keepers” were P. J. Mayfield, R. E. Hickling, A. 
Martin, C. Love, P. J. Severn and R. Brown; they reported very 
few escapes !
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An exhibition of camping equipment and a model camping site 
display were set out on the field. These included types of tents, 
sleeping bags, cooking utensils, boiler suits, ropcladders, helmets 
and lamps—some bearing traces of the mud from an expedition 
the week before to the caverns and tunnels of Derbyshire !

Hot-dogs and onions were prepared in a separate tent and sold 
to the visitors, until only enough were left for the campers and they 
were then rapidly consumed. A demonstration of abseiling 
(descending sheer rock-face) followed, from the art room window, 
about thirty feet above the ground.

A continuous tilm show in the hall kept the youngsters happy 
for three hours, and the “day" ended with an excellent informal 
concert, items being provided by boys, staff and parents.

M.P. and D.T.T.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
BED

Slowly gliding onwards, day slides into night,
Daylight will dim; darkness will come;
It is a solemn sight.

Soon I climb the carpet path to slumberland above,
The world is left behind, below—
Its charms now few enough.

The end desired is near now—that object made for sleep— 
So soft and warm, inviting 
Unconsciousness complete.

Starry lights from heaven on me asleep will shine.
Alone with dreams—private, my own—
Soon, soon, they’ll all be mine.

R.K.P. (VI U.A.)
HALLOWEEN

Dark and mystic plant of Halloween whose seed so long ago was sown 
And cultivated by superstition's hand, how hast thou thrived and 

grown !
Round thy abhorred stem thy wholly evil crew
Meet together in vile enchantment to mix their damned brew.
High over all doth Cynthia gloat, shining with evil eye 
On minions base on earth below, darting about so spry.
Thy twigs arc broomsticks; bubbling cauldrons hold thy cursed fruit. 
Yet though the wind blows through thy limbs, thou still remainest 

mute !
And since thou hast one only day each single fleeting year.
Let no man leave his fireside when thou art rooted near !

R.W.L. (VI U.A.)
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LIFE
Life is but an opiate dream. I'm told.
Plain-sailing; each of us a film-star bold;
Oozy leisure, adventure, splendid colour.
The world’s yours ! Why wish for another ?
—The time-run dope fails; deadly is the drug.
Dreamer, once smug, stop dreaming, start living.
Face Reality and Death.

Life is but a night-marc dream, I fear—
Sharp, cusped corners, hard falls.
Friendship’s soft leer, base thoughts.
Visions of joy pursued by aspiring hearts 
Slide by on dreamy paths, fading, ever sought,
Till, fallen in jerks and starts, collapse 
Life's unctuous thoughts.

Life is but a swirling fog, I know;
Reality grows alone for those who sow in love;
Friends, a passing smile, misty sunshine 
Stifling gloom and hail, mean little.
But Love, tangible, bright, serene, is real.
Is all in all, both now and still to come.

J.K.R. (F/ U.A.)

THE ADVENT OF SPRING
Bare trees, their foliage green again,
Are everywhere displayed;
New flowers appear from earth again.
In colours bright arrayed
Soon will the March winds cease to blow
And sunshine will appear.
The trees and flowers all seem to know 
That Spring, sweet Spring, is here.

The shepherd tends his new-born flock 
Of lambs which frisk and play:
The crowing of the farmyard cock. 
Heralds a new. Spring day.
The zephyr breezes softly blow.
The air is crystal clear
And everyone is glad to know
That Spring, sweet Spring, is here.

D.J.H. (lVa)
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THE DICTATOR
England is now being ruled by a dictator and the lives of the 

English are being conditioned to the demands of this wretched 
monster. Everybody is under his rule, all listen to what he says; 
they absorb his words, they are lost for ever, nothing can free them 
from his grip !

What is to be done ? Can anything be done? Nothing ! England 
is doomed. Perhaps the English could rise and fight against him ? 
But No ! he draws them into a vicious circle; all are hypnotised. 
Some have been doing this for so long they do not realise it and 
next morning think they have had a wonderful experience and 
advise others to have the same.

There is only one remedy, a drastic one—to annihilate this 
monster; but this will go against all tradition and England is so 
steeped in tradition !

To stop buying television sets will be a tremendous strain on the 
English constitution, but there is no other remedy. Addicts of T.V., 
Unite !

J.P.R. (V! LA.)

THE RETURN OF FOREST
The city buildings and houses tall.
With bunting and flags made gay.
Had a festive look despite grime and soot.
On that wonderful day in May !

People were happy and jubilant 
The bairns too excited to play,
And the sun shone brightly without a cloud.
No shadows that day in May !

The heroes returned from the Wembley ground 
Through the city they wended their way, 
Holding aloft their coveted prize 
Of silver—on that day in May !

For many long months the Forest team 
Had worked and strived for the day 
When victorious they would bring the cup 
To Nottingham—one day in May !

S.C.T. (IIlb)
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HARTZ DELIGHT

This story is, I must confess,
A tale of someone’s foolishness.
It tells how dear old Mr. Hartz 
Used to dabble with wireless parts.
He often used his brains to sec 
(instead of listening to B.B.C.)
If by some means, or fair or other.
Wireless could help him to uncover 
Things that happened long ago.
(This proved his downfall, as I'll show)
No money, time or pains were spared—
How much it cost he never cared—
Until in time, he showed his wife 
A strange machine—which cost their life !
The thing seemed nought but knobs and wires 
And valves encased in old bike tyres.
But by its aid he meant to ride 
Into the lives of those who’ve died.
The time had come; he asked his wife 
Whether he was insured for life.
Assured of this he pulled a switch,
(So far it had worked without a hitch).
But now he realised too late.
He could by no means regulate 
The wireless waves inside his room.
The end came with an awful Boom 
The neighbours heard it, one and all.
They scraped two Hartz from olf the wall.
Into a box their bits were flung.
Their friends partook of ham and tongue 
The Hartz remains are placed in holes.
Their hearts remain, but not their souls.
For they have flown into the night 
And now enjoy their Hartz delight.

D.S. (V.A)
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SMOKE GETS IN YOUR EYES
Cancer, coughs and chronic cramp.
Varicose veins and vice.
That's what smoking docs for you.
And it don’t look very nice.
Pains like red-hot ping-pong balls.
And spots before the eyes—
Accompanied by warty growths 
Before the victim dies—
Result in hardened arteries.
And clotting of the blood.
Only amputation can nip it in the bud.

Inflammation of the lung 
And water on the brain—
These in turn cause trigger spots.
Which drive a man insane.
Carbuncles on the funny bone.
Have a most distasteful smell.
And no man who’s had carbuncles 
Has ever lived to tell !
Bending of the spine comes next.
And seizures of the heart.
Then one by one your legs drop off.
And that’s the painful part.
Your paralytic thigh and hip
Suffer gangrenes and blues
Dropsies (the craving for butter drops !)—
And hysteria ensues.

When convulsions, sleepy sickness.
And elephant’s foot appear.
And, one foot in the grave.
You begin, perhaps, to fear 
That though you’re only sixteen 
Your health’s not all it was.
Then consider very carefully 
Whether it could be because 
Inhaling forty fags a day 
Is not a healthy lark !
So follow my advice and you'll 
Come out without a mark.

There’s a moral to this story.
As I think you'll all agree.
If you drinka pinta milka day 
Healthy you will be.

K.D. (U/f.)
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THE COMPLEAT UNIVERSITY APPLICANT
Having been the unhappy victim of several interviews for a place 

at a University during the past few months, the writer has deemed it 
profitable to make an account of his experiences available for those 
unfortunate gentlemen who have this pleasure yet to come. Since 
the writer considers that he is nothing if not scientific in general 
outlook, he has attempted to classify the various types of interviewers 
who may confront the would-be successful candidate.

A very common type is the jovial, usually rather rotund, ‘just 
treat me like one of the boys’ interviewer; this specimen is extremely 
dangerous; he will invite you to ‘make yourself at home’ and as you 
leave the room will give you a hearty slap on the back—Beware ! 
That plump, greasy paw contains a metaphorical knife—a few 
days later you receive a letter informing you (in as genial a manner 
as possible) that you have not been one of the successful candidates.

Another type seldom says anything. Instead he looks at you, 
looks at your confidential report, gasps in astonishment, takes off 
his glasses, polishes them, looks again at the confidential report 
and then with a perplexed expression on his face is obviously 
thinking, ‘Can this miserable creature really be a fomenter of 
countless outrages, a young man with no sense of moral rectitude, 
who absolutely refuses to co-operate and, what is more, is an 
existentialist with strong anarchic leanings ? I”

If possible, it is an excellent idea to make a detailed enquiry into 
your interviewer's religious and political opinions and adjust your 
own accordingly. A head of a University department who is an 
Empire Loyalist is hardly likely to adopt a sympathetic attitude 
towards an applicant, whose confidential report assures him that 
this gentleman is the leader of a Trotskyitc cell in the Upper Sixth.

My final word of advice to those about to take interviews is much 
the same as that of Mr. Punch to those about to marry: DONT ! !

P.S.W. (VI U.Sc.)

FAREWELL TO THE OLD CAR !
The other day my father drove our ‘new’ car back from Nottingham 

and brought with him a young man and a pair of trade plates to take 
the old car away. The garage doors were thrown open. The 
young man paled and staggered, but recovered to ask what ‘that’ 
was. My father, with great dignity told him it was a 1939 Renault. 
“Start it up” , said the salesman. Dad tried, but it wouldn’t go, so 
I had to help push it out of the garage, up the road, round the corner 
and down a slight slope. About ten minutes later the Renault 
reappeared, its engine purring like a bear with a sore throat. “ Don’t 
stop it !” cried the salesman, as my father got out, but he was too 
late; the noise died away and the car lay silent except for a gentle 
sizzle from somewhere near the front.
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The salesman unwisely lifted the bonnet and seemed very 
surprised to find an engine there. It even had four sparking plugs 
each standing in its own pool of water. After scratching the 
radiator point, disclosing the dull gleam of copper and glancing at 
the battery (almost new) the young man made his offer, “ Five 
pounds for the radiator and battery !”

“ Done” , said dad, “ providing you don’t take them off the car 
till you get out of sight” .

The car started once more, the trade plates attached, and the 
young man climbed in. Dad showed him the gears, and when it 
wouldn't move explained (I thought, very clearly) that although 
the clutch pedal had a six inch movement it needed another quarter- 
inch to make it work, the poor fellow tried to give us a brave farewell 
toot but no sound came. Then he looked for the trafficator switch 
and my father had to give him a little lesson on how to signal with 
his hands. With a cry of despair the salesman found the quarter- 
inch and moved off with a rattle (dad had forgotten to warn him 
about the hole in the gasket). A sharp left turn and the radiator 
and battery fled towards Nottingham. So departed Hiawatha.

R.C. (I/lb)
NOSES

Mother was most indignant when I informed her that I wanted to 
write on her nose. It took some minutes to assure her that what I 
had intended to say was that I wanted to write about her nose. 
However she would have none of that either, so I went elsewhere to 
find a subject.

The public library seemed a likely place to commence operations, 
so I cycled down there, and made my way to the reading room. The 
old gentleman seated next to me had his nose buried in a copy of 
Punch, and I didn’t feel like asking him if I could take a peep at it 
(his nose, I mean). Instead I put my glasses on my own nose, 
and looked across the room to where another elderly gentleman 
was busily occupied in building a barricade of books round his 
desk, presumably to conceal the fact that he was reading a large 
red-covered volume entitled Weldon's Encyclopaedia o f Needlework. 
His nose was certainly rather amusing, it was large and round at the 
tip, and had we been in the dark, I am quite sure that it would have 
given off a nice, warm, homely glow.

My attention was then attracted by the antics of a lady who was 
trying in vain to lift down a book from the top shelf. After taking 
stock of all the details of her nose—long and narrow, with a 
pronounced tilt at the tip, (valuable in preventing her spectacles from 
slipping off) I volunteered my assistance.

It was at least five minutes later that 1 arrived home with a 
notebook filled with sketches of the commonest types, and 
ten minutes later that I had written down—“ Noses are things stuck 
on your face in the middle.”

Well, at least it’s true ! R.B. (Ilia)
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MOTHER
Who is it who spends all the day 

Working, always without pay ?
Who passes evenings, not with chocs.

But mending holes in others’ socks ?

Who is it who, without complaint
Endures each hardship like a saint ?

Who walks a mile to save a penny
Or shows affection when not shown any ?

Who washes, irons, dusts each chair ?
Who willingly would give her share ?

Who loves you as she loves no other ?
The answer, without doubt, is—Mother.

T.D.C. (lVa)

TAFFY
There’s someone who waits at the end of the day.
Who gives a big smile in an odd kind of way.
Whether we're home early or whether we’re late.
Patiently there, leaning over the gate.

Who is this old creature, so loyal a friend.
To whose wants we arc always so glad to attend.
That brown-coated one, with a voice loud and hoarse?
Why ! Taffy the horse, of course !

J.G.S. (Illh)

THE SEAGULL 
Whiter than the snow which tops the towering peak. 

Whiter than the foam which laps the golden sands. 
Queen of all great sea birds, her lines so sleek. 

Shapely body, graceful wings beautifully spanned.

Soaring, wheeling, gliding, high above the caves. 
Slipping down askew to catch the rising air.

Riding high, now diving deep to skim the waves. 
Gently beating wings which lift with beauty rare.

Sailor’s friend when looking for the land ahead. 
Linking beauty to the outspread sails in flight. 

Comfort when the raging storm and gale have sped; 
Flying, gliding, diving, what a lovely sight !

A.R. (11a)
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PROGRESS
This is the age of progress and speed.
So for good roads in Britain there’s a very real need. 
Now a new motorway’s 
In course of construction;
It by-passes roads 
And obviates obstruction.
Dual carriage-ways 
And bold direction signs 
All help the motorist 
In these modern times.
Seventy miles per hour !
This is really quite fast !
It makes one consider 
The speeds of the past 
Then, red flags were carried 
In front of the cars !
Where will it all end ?
Week-end trips to Mars ?

S.E.W. (IVa Sc.)

THE INCIDENT
The accused men, Ayo, Musa and Oseni, rose to their feet.
“They were not men,” Ayo said sincerely.
“ How many were there ?”
“Two,” said Ayo. “They were small, about so high,” he 

indicated, holding his hand to the level of his waist, “and they 
were the colour of fresh plantain.”

Yellow-green men, three feet high ! The Oba pondered; he 
has not known there were such men.

“Ayo speaks the truth,” Musa said. “ Your Highness, they were 
the colour of plantain, very small, and they stood and walked on 
three legs.”

The assembled villagers “Ohhhed” very loudly.
“They had very long ears which stuck from the tops of their 

heads,” Ayo recalled.
The Oba of Benin turned to the third accused man.

"Oseni Ishola,” he said, “the men who stand accused with you 
have described the two in the metal as small, the colour of fresh 
plaintain, with three legs and long ears on top of their heads. Yet 
you say nothing.”

Oseni gulped. “ Your Highness, they speak true.”
“Can you tell any more about them ?” the Oba asked.
Oseni Ishola thought a long while. Then he smiled bashfully 

and said, “They tasted like chickens.”
T.P.L. (IVa A.)
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A RAINY DAY
Here I sit by the fire.
While the rain sweeps down out of doors.
And I long for the sound of the choir 
Of the birds on the quiet road to the moors.

Blackbird and robin and thrush.
And the swooping flight of the swallow.
And nests concealed in the bush.
And the Pee-wits’ cry o’er the fallow.

The smell of the golden gorse.
Lit by the sun’s bright gleam.
And a quietly grazing horse.
By the silver thread of the stream.

And when it is getting dark.
And the lights shine bright in the towns.
There’s the evensong of the lark.
And the peace of the quiet downs.

K.J.R. (Ih)
THE NATURAL SCENE 

The meandering stream flows on its age-old course, seeming to 
utter a plaintive cry as it hastens on, traversing fields and moors on 
its way to the tempestuous ocean: the burning sun shines out of a 
cloudless sky, setting oflT the rich colours of the delicately tinted 
blossoms pushing their dainty stems through, and contrasting 
vividly with, the luxuriant expanse of green grass; from sapphire 
to a rich red hue there is one blaze of magnificent colour. This, 
together with the odorous scent of numerous plants and the 
chirping undercurrent of bird life in the tangled hedgerows creates 
a picturesque and somnolently blissful scene, making realization 
of the seething activity of town life seem so distant. To enter the 
noisy city and breathe the smoke-filled air is extremely difficult after 
an interval spent watching the incomprehensible cycle of nature again 
completing its course, as it has done from time immemorial.

Bird life is abundant and for most of the twenty-four hours 
adult birds arc engrossed in the vital task of trying to satisfy the 
insatiable appetites of their offspring. Every creature created by 
God asserts its right to live, even the cuckoo although somewhat 
parasitic; what the country scene would lack without the 
monotonous, unmistakable chant of this bird !

Throughout the day most animals are busy but when daylight 
culminates in the magical wonder of night and all the world is 
enveloped in its black shroud, having come to the apogee of a full 
day, they spend the night in sleepy hallucinations, while the nocturnal 
members of their race emerge to continue their struggle for life, 
guided by their hereditary instincts. T.H. (!Va A.)
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THE HAUNTED WOOD
The water rat, with noiseless splash,
Slips into the brook at the thunder crash;
Across the sky the lightning streaks,
And up rise hosts of ghostly freaks.
Uttering its weird, inaudible cries.
The bat swoops down through dark grey skies;
The green leaves shake, rain falls pell-mell.
And torrents pour down into the dell.
Then, in a flash the sun will shine.
And of the ghosts there’s seen no sign.

C.N. {/a)

A JULY SCENE
A year last Christmas I bought a nesting box, in the hope that 

some birds might use it. The first to inspect it was a pair of robins, 
but they did not seem to approve, much to my disappointment. 
Then, along came a pair of blue tits, who inspected it, as it seemed, 
discussed it, and examined it thoroughly from every angle. This 
pair built a nest in it, but did not hatch any eggs, so I imagine that 
they used it just for a sleeping box.

Again this spring. I saw the blue tits; they appeared to be working 
very hard, pulling out the old nest .and building a new one. Once 
more my hopes were raised, and I am delighted to say that they 
have hatched a ncstful of hungry chicks. As I sit here now I can 
see the hen popping in and out every three minutes or so with a 
grub or some tasty morsel for the chicks, and I realise she thinks that 
the hard work has been worth it.

D.K.W. (////.)

THE GHOST RIDER OF THE MOOR
There’s a sound of hooves, the glint of a sword,
The ghost rider’s away, away on the road.
He rides by the inn, off towards the moor.
But leaves never a track on the sandy floor.

Only the sounds tell that he's been.
Only by me has he ever been seen.
He never comes out in the bright daylight.
He only rides in the dim moonlight.

His steed is a stallion, pure and white.
Bright as a star in the pale moonlight.
Wearing a sword and carrying a lance.
He gallops away to the far distance.

R.H. (la)
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TO-MORROW
Now, what to-morrow’s going to bring 
1 really couldn't say;
I’ve quite enough to do. you know.
With getting through to-day.

If 1 should worry till I’m ill.
What good would that do me ?
I’ll work and grin somehow to-day,
And let to-morrow be.

P.W. (Ha)
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