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EDITORIAL
“All art is quite useless”—Oscar Wilde wrote these words in 

concluding the preface to his only novel, A Portrait o f Dorian Gray. 
No doubt many o f the scientists in our ranks would enthusiastically 
agree with this and even some of our artists would tend to approve 
the opinion. In an age o f nuclear fission and statistics, the purpose 
o f art is obscure and it is perhaps this obscurity which, to many, 
makes it attractive and fascinating. What do those jagged pieces 
of metal, wood and stone called statues represent ? What does 
Dylan Thomas mean ? Why is modern painting allowed ? Fortun
ately, these questions are not to be answered. No general meaning 
is represented and certainly could not be written down on a form, 
or explained by some dictator to be taken down in shorthand and 
typed into a hackneyed cliche, and endorsed by a million people. 
Art is, happily, useless, not eligible as an entrant to the Ministry of 
Works; its appeal is particular, not general; it rises above a mimeo
graphed bureaucracy, smugly smiling at its own hideous utility, 
and, instead, revels in its own enchanting futility.

It is to be hoped that a meaning will never be given to our art, for if 
one were found, it would be fatal, for modern art has different mean
ings for different individuals. It is a glorious anarchy in the midst 
of our civilisation, a magnificent contradiction of formal logic and 
a precious remission o f our sentence of uniformity. It is possible 
that unreal interpretations and generally applicable meanings 
will be put forward. In this eventuality, some gentlemen will 
indubitably and inevitably write them down in a catalogue so that 
everybody, even the originator, may be able to understand them in 
terms of words which are, of course, entirely inadequate for the 
expressions of meanings which are irrevocably carved in stone, 
enshrined in verse and painted deep into canvas.

It is the very uselessness o f art that is its virtue.
D.J.A.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
School Captain: 
Vice-Captain: 
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

1st XI Captain: 
House Captains:

D. Leivers 
R. A. C. Bramley
D. J. Alexander, P. M. Burrows, J. A. Fenton,
A. G. Gimson, P. J. Hemmings, B. H. Jarvis,
B. Milner, G. Nightingale, R. W. Seedhouse, 
P. L. Taylor, D. G. Welsh.
R. T. Ayscough, M. H. Bayliss, S. A. Clark, 
F. E. Clifford, N. Cossons, K. J. Dearrnan, 
M. Fisher, T. Greene, W. Hall, M. J. Hammers- 
ley, J. A. T. Holloway, G. Millns, D. W. Milns, 
D. J. Mundy, G. Norman, E. Pollard, B. Purdy, 
P. Richardson, D. J. Royle, D. A. Turner, 
J. Whitley, D. J. Wilcox.
B. H. Jarvis. Vice-Captain: A. G. Gimson. 
Balk— D. J. Alexander Barber—P. L. Taylor
Bulkeley—J. A. Fenton McEwen—D. Leivers

SCHOOL NOTES
Our School notes often begin with reference to Staff changes; 

men come and men go, but of some it seems they go on for ever. 
Of course, this is not so; “the whirligig of Time brings in its revenges” 
and this term we have to take a long farewell of Mr. T. E. Smith, 
our respected Senior Master, who is retiring in July. A tribute to 
him appears on a later page so we will be content now with a heart
felt wish for his and Mrs. Smith’s long and happy ‘holiday’ together. 
The photograph which forms the frontispiece to this magazine is 
from a negative by R. W. Layton, Form VA.

We welcomed in January Mr. J. B. Brocklehurst, M.A., B.Mus., 
L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M., to take charge o f music and assist with 
English. He replaces Mr. H. B. Saggers who has been appointed 
Senior English Master at Beeston Grammar School.

The School looks back with gratitude on Mr. Saggers’ seven 
years’ service here; his love for his two main subjects, Music and 
English, was most infectious and very many boys must be grateful 
to him for having been stimulated by his informed approach to 
those subjects. His memory will, however, perhaps be best 
perpetuated in the outstandingly brilliant production of “The 
Mikado” which he presented in March, 1955, in celebration of the 
School’s Silver Jubilee. We trust he will find scope for his special 
abilities and be happy in the expression of them in his new sphere.

At the end of the Spring Term Mr. F. A. Bostock left us to take 
up the post of Senior Mathematics Master at Hinckley Grammar 
School; we wish him well in his new post. Mr. R. M. Bowker has 
taken his place for the Summer Term only and in September joins 
the Staff o f the Wednesbury Technical College.
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We are pleased to learn that Alderman C. C. Kirk, our Chairman 
o f Governors, who was seriously ill earlier in the year, is making a 
good recovery.

We heartily congratulate P. J. Hemmings on being awarded an 
Open Scholarship in Mathematics at Christ Church, Oxford 
University.

Also to be congratulated are the five boys K. J. Dearman, D. 
Cowlishaw, D. W. A. Oakland, D. Moore and J. W. P. Robins.

The first four boys, as a result o f school recommendations and 
interviews with the R.A.F., have been awarded scholarships valued 
at £150 each to enable them to learn to fly and qualify for Civil 
Flying Licences;

Robins has gained a scholarship from the War Office to Welbeck 
College for two years, after which he will proceed to the Royal 
Military College, Sandhurst.

News of the following successes o f Old Boys has just reached 
the School and we are happy to record them here: E. W. Cox 
(1941-’49) has been ordained Priest and is serving in the parish of 
St. Mary Magdalene, Sutton-in-Ashfield; M. S. Bridges (1947-’54) 
has gained a 1st Class Honours Degree in Botany and G. E. Rodmell 
a 1st Class Honours in French, both from Durham University; 
and D. Foster (1945-’50) who went to the Nottingham School of 
Art and Crafts from here has, this year, had a picture hung at the 
Royal Academy.

For three years in succession one of the two annual Exhibitions 
open to Commoners at Christ Church, Oxford University has gone 
to Old Boys; in 1955 to John Lee, in 1956 to D. M. Jackson and 
this year to B. Scott.

In the Oxford University G.C.E. Examinations in December, 1956, at the 
Ordinary Level, the following boys gained Certificates: in one subject, A. H. 
Beadsworth, F. W. Bull, S, A. Clark, N. Cossons, J. A. Dale, M. F. Falkner, 
A. G. Gimson, F. G. Green, M. J. Hammersley, D. J. Mundy, D. W. A. Oakland, 
D. A. Turner, D. H. W. Wharmby, W. K, Whitehead, A. E. Widlake; in two 
subjects, N. J. Portin,R.G. Fisher, F.D. Wilson, in three subjects, F. E. Willmott; 
in five subjects, J. V. Rose.

Nine new records were established and two equalled at the 
School Sports on June 4th.

There have been four visits, o f about 35 boys each time, to the 
Playhouse this year—on January 30th to see “Twelfth Night”, 
on 13th March, “The Matchmaker”, “The Servant of Two Masters” 
on March 27th and, on May 5th, “Vice Versa”.

Rugby Colours for 1956-57 have been awarded to A. Beadsworth 
P. Burrows, P. Taylor.

Chosen to play in the Notts. Schools Rugby XVs against Birming
ham, Staffordshire, Cardiff and Sheffield and S. Yorks. Schools 
were H. Burton, R. K. Maycock, F. T. O’Connor, P. Smith and 
J. Hicking (reserve); and to play in the Grammar Schools County 
Cricket Trial on the School Field on July 15th, B. Jarvis and A. G. 
Gimson.
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Reference will be found on a later page to a special effort to be 
made on September 28th to raise £1,000 for the Old Boys’ War 
Memorial Playing Field and Pavilion at Mapperley Plains; during 
the year every form has organised some little effort as its contribution 
towards this total and there has been raised, at the time of going to 
press by form concerts, plays, prize-draws, jazz sessions, etc., the 
sum o f £35.

The total profits from this year’s School play, Dec. 10th-13th, 
will go to the Fund.

Decoration o f form-rooms, hall, kitchen etc., undertaken during 
the school year has been completed in a variety o f attractive pastel 
shades—a pleasant change from the usual institutional cream and 
green walls and stained-and-varnished woodwork. Renovation 
of the heating system is going on at the same time.

The Magazine Committee for this issue consists of Messrs. 
E. W. Adams, R. McCandless, S. Marshall, T. E. Smith, H. K. 
Butler, D. J. Alexander and R. A. C. Bramley.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines 
and apologize for possible omissions:—Britannia Magazine, The 
Brunts Magazine, The Cestrefeldian, The Elizabethan, The Flavian, 
The Gong, The Granthamian, The Mitre, The Mundella Magazine, 
The Newtonian, The Nottinghamian, The Novarcensian, The R.A.F. 
Journal, The Thunderer, The West Bridgfordian.

VALETE
VIL.S. Rose, J. V.
VS. Ellul, A.
V C. Clarke, P. F. H., Pringle, R. J., Thouless, J. L.
IVB Bryson, A. C., Hardy, L. R., Smithson, C. J., Wright, W. T.
II A Mawson, D. F.

MR. T. E. SMITH
Two years before the Henry Mellish School opened, I went to 

Hucknall to begin my teaching career and found there a School 
which was to me most unusual. Two men had virtually created 
a Grammar School (The Hucknall County Secondary School) 
—small, o f necessity, but thriving and successful. Soon they were 
faced with the absorption o f their creation into a new and much 
larger school, which would draw its pupils from a wide area of the 
county and would have on its staff strangers—or rather 'foreigners’. 
To me it was a most interesting and enlightening experience to see 
how these two men triumphed, each in his own way, over the 
enforced change. One o f the men, Mr. G. E. Goodall, retired 
some three years ago. The other is Mr. T. E. Smith.

Only when one has reason to stop and think, does one realise 
what an integral part o f the structure of The Henry Mellish he has 
been. At the beginning we young masters regarded him as ‘getting 
on in years’—had he not fought in the ’I4-M8 war ? We were full 
o f our prowess at games, but were a little surprised when, in the
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Staff v School Cricket Matches, the batting so often depended on 
T.E.S. We found him a ready companion both in and out o f 
School and soon discovered that here was no veteran but one as 
youthful as ourselves.

It was, therefore, in our view (and fortunately not only in ours) 
inevitable that he should become Second Master in due course. 
And that was twenty years ago ! Incredible ! The way in which 
he has carried out his duties, and shown such a wide range of interest 
in extra-curricular activities, needs no praise from me; both Staff 
and boys, past and present, know the work he has done over so 
long a period. Mention, however, should be made o f one aspect 
of his office, which has not been widely realised. During the war 
years, problems of staffing were acute and much of the success of 
integrating the lady members into the Staff was due to the tact and 
resourcefulness of T.E.

O f such a man as this, it may truthfully be said that he leaves 
behind a ‘memorial more lasting than bronze’ in the very heart 
and tradition of the School. To Mrs. Smith, we wish a speedy 
recovery in health; to both of them a long and happy retirement.

E.A.B.

RUGBY FOOTBALL
The 1st XV finished the season well, winning five o f their last six 

matches, and can look back on quite a successful season. Last 
term the team combined much better in attack, the threequarters 
were more determined and thrustful and the forwards backed them 
up well and usually supplied them well from the tight and loose 
scrums. The tackling and marking o f the team continued to im
prove and only the Old Boys pierced the defence more than once. 
Last term the team was strengthened by the inclusion o f D. J. 
Alexander and D. A. Turner who had been unable to play in the 
Autumn term because of injury and illness.

During the Christmas holidays R. A. C. Bramley, A. G. Gimson 
and B. H. Jarvis were chosen to play for the Nottinghamshire 
Grammar Schools XV and A. H. Beadsworth, P. M. Burrows, 
T. L. Butcher, P. L. Taylor and G. R. Walker were chosen to play 
for the Notts. R.F.C. Schoolboy XV. Jarvis was also chosen to 
represent Nottinghamshire in the Midland Counties trial game at 
Burton-on-Trent.

During the Easter holidays R. A. C. Bramley and B. H. Jarvis, 
together with eight other boys from Nottinghamshire, were selected 
to tour Durham and Cumberland with the Notts., Lines., and 
Derbys. Schools’ Teams.

The School seven-a-side team entered for the Sir Henry Birkin 
Cup at the Beeston Seven-a-Side Tournament in April. They 
beat Spalding Grammar School in the first round by 16 points to 
nil. In the semi-final they beat King’s School, Grantham, by
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19 points to nil and in the final were beaten by Newark Magnus 
Grammar School 11 points to nil.
1st XV Results: Played 16, Won 9, Drawn 2, Lost 5
Jan. 16th v Nottingham University “B” (Home) Won 16-3

In the first game of the Spring Term the school soon settled down to playing 
fast open Rugby. As a result o f some good combined moves the school changed 
ends with a lead o f 11 points. The play deteriorated in the second half and both 
sides played scrappy and disappointing football.
Jan. 19th v Nottingham and District Technical College (H) Won 16-0

I In the first half the school combined well in attack and did most o f the 
pressing but the College defence held them well. After half time the greater 
fitness o f the school team began to tell and the backs made the most o f their 
opportunities.
Jan. 26th v Old Boys (Away) Lost 0-14

For the return match the Old Boys fielded a much stronger side. Both 
teams played fast open Rugby from the start and the game remained evenly 
poised until just before half time when the Old Boys took the lead. Soon after 
the interval the School lost Seedhouse with a broken nose. Nevertheless the 
depleted pack continued to dominate the tight scrums and the rearranged 
threequarter line defended strongly. The Old Boys only broke through once 
in the second half and were even forced on to the defensive in the closing minutes.
Feb. 16th v West Bridgford Grammar School (Home) Won 18-3

The school won the toss and Beadsworth used the wind with some intelligent 
kicking. Altogether six tries were scored all o f which were individual efforts 
except the last when all the threequarters handled at least once.
March 2nd v Alderman Newton’s School (Away) Won 11-0

In the first half the school had the advantage o f the slope but, despite doing 
most o f the pressing, only one try came before half time. Over-eagerness in 
the second half gave away a number o f penalties for offside but despite being 
slightly the better-all-round side the school could not score again until the closing 
minutes.
March 9th v Loughborough Grammar School (Home) Won 11-0

The last match o f the season was a very hard-fought and fast game with 
both sides often coming close to scoring. The smaller school forwards dominated 
the lineouts but were beaten in the tight scrums and the backs ran and tackled 
strongly. All three tries came from opportunist breaks which caught the 
Loughborough defence on the wrong foot.

Second XV
Results: Played 11, Won 3, Lost 8.
Jan. 26th v West Bridgford G.S. 2nd XV (Away)
Feb. 16th v Nottingham Secondary Schools O.B. (Home)
March 9th v Loughborough G.S. 2nd XV (Home)

Under 15 XV 
Results: Played 12, Won 11, Lost 1.

Jan. 23rd. v Southwell Minster School (Away)
Feb. 2nd. v Nottingham High School (Away)
March 9th. v Loughborough G.S. (Away)

Lost 3-8 
Won 8-3 
Won 6-3

Won 14-0 
Won 5-3 
Won 11-3



Consider the Royal Air Force...
. .. I t  is not given to  beating the b ig  drum. Y ou m ight forget 
that it led the way with je t aircraft, with radar, with the 
four-engined bom ber; that it won the Schneider Trophy 
international speed contest outright, and was first to climb 
over 50,000 ft., or to fly over 11,000 m iles in one day. Tech
nically the achievement is staggering— or, as an Englishman 
would put it, “adequate” or “not bad”.

Technical achievement, however, is only part o f the 
R.A.F. story. Between 10 July and 31 October, 1040, R.A.F. 
pilots destroyed 1,733 enemy aircraft and defeated H itler’s 
planned invasion o f Britain. E igh t years later they helped 
to break the Berlin Blockade, carrying over 350,000 tons o f 
desperately needed supplies. For vital tasks like these 
Britain needs a strong, efficient R.A.F. . . . and that is why 
the R.A.F. needs young men who 
can measure up to its standards.

HOW TO BE A TECHNICAL CADET IN THE R.A.F.
The R.A.F. can retain world leadership only by maintaining a 
corps d'elite of scientists and engineers. That is why it offers, to 
suitable candidates, a University education with pay, a perman
ent commission, and tho opportunity of learning to fly. A qualified 
Officer can, with maximum allowances, earn £1,300 a year before 
the age of 30, with every chance of reaching really high rank. If 
you are of good general education, keen on engineering, 
you should discuss the R.A.F. Technical Cadet Scheme 
with your Careers Master or your parent, or write for 
particulars to Air Ministry A.R.I. (Z.G.A.231) Adastral 
House, London, W.C.l.
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Under 14 XV
Results: Played 14, Won 5, Drawn 4, Lost 5.

Jan. 15th. v High Pavement G.S. {Home) Drawn 3-3
Jan. 23rd. v Southwell Minster School (Away) Won 15-3
Feb. 2nd. v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Lost 6-14
Mar. 2nd. v Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Away) Lost 6-14
Mar. 9th. v Loughborough G.S. (Away) Won 15-9

Under 13 XV
Results: Played 4, Won 3, Lost 1.

Jan. 31st. v Nottingham High School (Home) Won 6-0
Feb. 9th. v Carlton-le-Willows G.S. (Home) Won 42-0

CRICKET
Captain: B. H. Jarvis Vice-Captain: A. G. G imson

So far this season the School XI has not completely realized its 
undoubtedly strong potential. However, the fielding which was 
deplorable in the earlier matches, has improved tremendously, 
while the batting and bowling are now gradually finding some 
semblance o f successful consistency. We have had two extremely 
convincing victories and the drawn matches have usually been very 
exciting, so now we can look with some optimism to the future 
provided that the general improvement is sustained.

B.H.J.
May 11th v Ashby G.S. (Away) Drawn

School 54 for 9 declared (Seed house 21)
Ashby G.S. 47 for 7 (Seedhouse 3 for 7)
In a match interrupted by rain, Seedhouse saved the School from complete 

disgrace with his sound innings and the School attack managed to pin down the 
opposition and prevent them from winning.
May ISth v High Pavement School (Home) Won by 9 wkts.

High Pavement 71 (Gimson 5 for 14)
School 72 for 1 (Jarvis 48 n.o.)
The School attack was ineffective for the most part, Gimson being the 

notable exception, but we scored the runs required for victory.
May 25th v Queen Elizabeth G.S. (Home) Drawn

Q.E.G.S. 110 for 7 declared (Jarvis 5 for 39)
School 74 for 9 (Seedhouse 28)
After striking some early blows against our opponents, the School bowlers 

lost their decided initiative, thus enabling the opposition to obtain a good score. 
The School batting, apart from Seedhouse’s, was o f a mediocre nature and we 
finished up on the rather sticky end o f an enjoyable drawn game.
May 29th v Loughborough G.S. (Home) Drawn

Loughborough G.S. 119 (Dale 6 for 28)
School 78 for 8
Largely owing to the atrociously lackadaisical attitude o f the School in the 

field, our opponents reached a good total and our defeat was only averted by 
the dogged resistance o f our later batsmen.



• CONTINENTAL TRACK SUITS 39/6

• ENGLISH TENNIS RACKET 36 9

• SLAZENGER HOCKEY STICK 35/9

• MELLOROID S C H O O L  BAGS 15 -

• SPORTS HOLDALLS 23/9

• CANVAS HOCKEY BOOTS  20 9

• UNSHRINKABLE HOCKEY HOSE 7/6

• ALL NYLON FOOTBALL HOSE 6/9

Send fo r  Sporting Broadsheet

REDMAYNE & TODD LTD.
MASTER SPORTS OUTFITTERS

C A R R I N G T O N  S T R E E T
N O T T I N G H A M
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June 1st v Parents {Home) Won by 5 wkts.
Parents 97 (Gimson 4 for 16)
School 100 for 5 (Seedhouse 28)
In this light-hearted match the Parents, after scoring a reasonable total, 

were unable to contain the spirited, rapid-scoring School batsmen.

June 12th v Welbeck College {Away) Lost
School 63 (Gimson 25)
Welbeck College 67 for 5
After a fine beginning the School batting totally collapsed and it was only 

a matter o f time before our opponents made the winning hit.

June 22nd v Brunts G.S. {Away) Drawn
School 95 for 9 declared (Walker 26)
Brunts G.S. 51 for 9 (Gimson 6 for 13)
On a very difficult wicket the School batsmen performed quite creditably; 

then the School bowling, with Gimson outstanding, gained a marked ascendancy 
over the opposition and only just failed to win an exciting match.

June 29th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away) Drawn
School 104 for 6 declared (Gimson 42 n.o.)
Newark Magnus G.S. 94 for 7.
The School laboured under the heat to produce a good score with Gimson 

batting splendidly but after threatening to demoralize the opposition completely, 
the School attack lost its grip on the game and the match ended on a rousing 
note with our opponents making an all-out effort to win.

Secon d  X I
May 11th v Ashby G.S. (Home) Drawn

School 106 for 3 declared (Green 73)
Ashby 39 for 8 (Severn 3 for 3)

May 18th v Nottingham H.S. (Away) Lost by 4 wkts.
School 96 ( Walker 36)
High School 97 for 6 (Beadsworth 4 for 38)

May 25th v Queen Elizabeth’s G.S. (Away) Won by 4 wkts.
Q.E.G.S. 67 (Walker 5 for 20; Hursthouse 3 for 14)
School 68 for 6 (Alexander 20)

May 29th v Loughborough G.S. (Away) Won by 5 wkts.
Loughborough 128 for 3 declared.
School 132 for 5 (Allen 39, Perfect 33 n.o., Alexander 20)

June 12th v Welbeck College (Away) Won by 16 runs
School 65
Welbeck 49 (Elliott A for 4)

June 29th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home) Drawn
Magnus 100 for 3 declared
School 87 for 5 (Powell 42) (Alexander 20)
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U n d e r  15 XI 
May 5th v Newark Magnus G.S. {Home)

School 82 for 8 declared 
Magnus 46 (Flint 5 for 17)

Won by 36 runs

May 11th v Ashby G.S. (Away)
Ashby 35 (Flint 3 for 6)
School 38 for 5 (Richards 23)

Won by 5 wkts.

May 29th v Loughborough G.S. {Away) 
School 46
Loughborough 27 (Jackson 8 for 15)

Won by 19 runs

June 1st v Beckett G.S. {Away)
School 60 (Richards 24)
Beckett 46 (Elliott 4 for 8)

Won by 14 runs

U n d e r  14 XI
May 11th v High Pavement G.S. {Home)

Pavement 127 for 9 declared (Swann 6 for 12) 
School 32

Lost by 95 runs

May 15th v Southwell G.S. (Home)
School 40 
Southwell 41 for 4

Lost by 6 wkts.

May 18th v Nottingham H.S. (Home) Drawn
School 112 for 8 declared (Green 28, Bond 24 n.o.. Stocks 22) 
High School 48 for 8 (Flint 5 for 14)

May 25th v Queen Elizabeth G.S. (Home)
School 112 for 9 declared (Reddish 20)
Q.E.G.S. 44 (Flint 1 for 15; Hodgeman 3 for 12)

Won by 68 runs

May 29th v Loughborough G.S. (Home)
School 120 for 8 declared (Flint 36 n.o.; Burton 25) 
Loughborough 49 (Cheeseman 5 for 6; Bond 4 for 10)

Won by 71 runs

June 15th v Carlton Le Willows (Home)
Carlton 35 (Flint 6 for 13; Cheeseman 3 for 7) 
School 32

Lost by 3 runs

June 29th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home) 
School 46
Magnus 49 for 4 (Cheeseman 3 for 11)

Lost by 6 wkts.

U n d e r  13 XI 
June 15th v Carlton Le Willows {Home)

School 107 for 2 declared (Bush 52)
Carlton 29 (Stocks 6 for 4)

Won by 78 runs
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ATHLETICS
Inter G rammar School R elays 

The School relay team this year was T. O’Connor (110 yds.), 
M. Fisher (220), J. Fenton (220), J. Gregg (110). After winning 
the first three races easily: Cuthbertson Cup, Mansfield (71-2 secs.), 
Golden Jubilee, Mundella (70-4 secs.) and Corinthian Cup (72-0 secs.) 
—the team lost the Trivett Cup at Bridgford to Brunts School 
(67-3 secs.).
C ounty A.A.A. Senior and Boys 

At this meeting, apart from the School Relay team in the Corin
thian Cup event we only had two competitors. B. Purdy was 3rd in 
the Senior Long Jump with a jump of 20 ft. 4J ins., failing by 1 inch 
to gain 2nd place; and B. C. Fisher won the Boys 880 yds. in the 
record time of 2 mins. 11-8 secs.
M atch  v H igh  Pavement 

This we lost by 6 points (36-42) our only wins being M. Fisher 
(220 yds. in 23-8 secs.), High Jump (Pollard 4 ft. 8 ins.) and 4 x 110 
Relay (47-3 secs.).
South N otts. C hampionships 

The School had considerable success in these championships, 
retaining the Trophies for the Intermediate Boys and Senior Boys 
divisions: the juniors were placed fourth. There were many note
worthy performances and as a result 29 boys were chosen to represent 
South Notts. Schools in the Schools County Championships at 
Balderton, Newark, on June 24th.
Record Performances:—Junior Boys B. Fisher, 880 yds. (2 mins. 8-8 secs.) 
Intermediate Boys, M. Fisher 100 yds. (10-3 secs.); 220 yds. (23-6 secs.) J. Hall 
110 yds. Hurdles (19-8 secs.); P. Richardson Weight (10 lb.) 43 ft. 4 in.; 
Senior Boys J. A. Fenton 100 yds. (10-7 secs.), 220 yds. (23-6 secs.); A. H. 
Beadsworth, Discus (3 lb. 5 oz.) 133 ft. 3 in.

The Intermediate Boys Relay Team (F. T. O’Connor, J. Gregg, P. Richardson, 
M. Fisher) broke both S. Notts, and County records in a time o f 46'3 secs.

SCHOOL SPORTS
Junior

100 yards. 1 Kingstone (Bulk.), 2 Taylor (Barb.), 3 Evans (Barb.)—12-4 secs. 
220 yards. 1 Taylor, 2 Kingstone, 3 Ellis (Balk)—28-0 secs.
Relay. 1 Barber, 2 Bulkeley, 3 Balk.—58-6 secs.
Long Jump. 1 Cox (Mc.E.), 2 Gregory (Balk), 3 Evans (Barb.).— 14 ft. 9J ins. 
Hop, Step, Jump. 1 Taylor, 2 Ellis, 3 Cox.—30 ft. 5 ins.
High Jump. 1 Brett (Barb.), 2 Gregory, 3 Wheat (Barb.)—4 ft. l i  ins.
Cricket Ball. 1 Kingstone, 2 Brett, 3 Wain (Barb.)— 193 ft. 8 ins.
Shot. 1 Riley (Balk), 2 Brett, 3 Jepson (Barb.)—30 ft. 1£ ins.

M iddle
100 yards. 1 T. O’Connor (McE.), 2 Scothern (Barb.), 3 Martin (Barb.)— 10'6 

secs, (equals record).
220 yards. 1 T. O’Connor, 2 Scothern, 3 Hicking (Barb.)—24-6 secs.*
440 yards. 1 B. C. Fisher (Barb.), 2 Flint (Balk), 3 Hicking—58-8 secs.*
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880 yards. 1 Fisher, 2 May (McE.), 3 Swingler (Bulk.)—2 mins. 9 secs.*
Mile. 1 Fisher, 2 Swingler, 3 Parker (Bulk.)—4 mins. 46-8 secs.*
Discus. 1 Soar, 2 Smith, 3 Middup (Balk)— 101 ft. 8 ins.
Shot. 1 Soar, 2 Goodley (Barb.), 3 Middup—32 ft. 8 ins.
Javelin. 1 Jessop (Barb.), 2 Love (McE.), 3 Soar (Balk)— 109 ft. 11 ins.
Long Jump. 1 T. O’Connor, 2 Scothern, 3 Flint— 18 ft. 1 in. (equals record). 
Hop, Step, Jump. I Morris (Bulk.), 2 Wright (Balk), 3 Stocks (Balk)—32 ft. 2 ins. 
High Jump. Wright (Balk) and Smith (Barb.) 1, 3 Beams—4 ft. 10 ins.*
Relay. 1 Barber, 2 McEwen, 3 Bulkeley—53.6 secs.

Seniors
100 yards. 1 M. Fisher (Balk), 2 J. Fenton (Bulk.), 3 J. Gregg (Barb.) 10-4 secs. 
220 yards. 1 M. Fisher, 2 J. Fenton, 3 Alexander (Balk)—23-0 secs.*
440 yards. 1 J. Fenton, 2 Gimson (McE.), 3 Taylor (Barb.)—55-4 secs.
880 yards. 1 Channon (McE.), 2 Royle (McE.), 3 Fletcher (Barb.)—2 mins. 11 -3 

secs.
Mile. I Channon, 2 Royle, 3 Simpson.—4 mins. 55 secs.
Discus. 1 Beadsworth (Barb.), 2 Ayscough (McE.), 3 Richardson (Barb.)— 

137 ft. 10 ins*
Shot. 1 Beadsworth, 2 Bayliss (Bulkeley), 3 Richardson—36 ft. 2\ ins.
Javelin. 1 Bayliss, 2 Ayscough, 3 Beadsworth— 162 ft. 5 in.
Long Jump. 1 B. Purdy, 2 Gimson, 3 Rushforth (Bulk.)—20 ft. 9) ins.*
Hop, Step, Jump. 1 B. Purdy (Barb.), 2 Millns (McE.), 3 Rushforth—38 ft. 11 ins. 
High Jump. 1 Pollard (Barb.), 2 Rushforth, 3 Millns. •—4 ft. 11 ins.
Relay. 1 Barber, 2 Balk, 3 McEwen—49-2 secs.

* Record

FINAL POINTS PLACING
Barber McEwen Bulkeley Balk

Junior 39 9 22 20
Middle 481 30 16 331
Senior 45J 41 25 171
Totals 133 80 63 71

C ounty School Sports
Despite the large contingent sent by the School we Only had three 

winners: B. C. Fisher broke the 880 yds. junior record with a time 
o f 2 mins. 8-1 secs.; M. Fisher won the Intermediate 220 yds. in 
234 secs, to equal the record; and B. Purdy won the Senior Long 
Jump with a jump of 19 ft. 2 ins. As a result these three, together 
with J. A. Fenton (Senior 220 yds.) have been chosen to represent 
the County in the Inter-County Championships in July.

J.A.F.

ROWING
In the Schools Division o f the Head o f the Trent Races on March 

9th, the first crew finished 5th, the second crew were placed 9th, 
and the third crew were 21st.

In the Schools Head of the Thames Race on March 27th, a 
combined crew of Mellish and Mundella Schools did well to finish 
14th (equal) out o f 75 crews entered.
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The School first crew retained the Butcher Cup for Nottingham 
Maiden Oarsmen under the age of 21 years. In the races held on 
the Trent on May 15th the crew beat the School second crew by 
3 lengths, High Pavement first crew by 3 lengths, High School second 
crew by 1J lengths, and Nottingham University by 2 lengths.

Two crews were entered for races in the Nottingham Regatta 
on June 1st. The first crew, rowing in the Maiden Fours event, 
beat a Nottingham and Union crew by \ length and then beat 
Derby School second crew. In the next round, against Mundella 
Second Crew, we were, unfortunately, disqualified.

The School second crew, rowing in the Schools fours event, 
beat West Bridgford second crew by \ length and lost to the High 
School first crew by 3 lengths.

Since then, the School first crew, rowing for Nottingham Britannia 
Rowing Club, won the Maiden Fours at the Chester Regatta and 
the Junior Fours at Newark.

Future events as we go to press include the Ball Cup races for 
Midland Schools on July 17th, the Spencer and Heald Cup races for 
Nottingham Schools on July 19th and the Jardine Cup races.

The first crew is grateful to Mr. I. Stamper and to Mr. R. Sims
for their help.

The crews are now
1st Crew 2nd Crew 3rd Crew

Bow J. Whitley D. B. Nix S. J. Barber
2 M. J. Hammersley G. J. Wilcox I. H. Stevenson
3 W. Hall S. A. Clark D. Cowlishaw
Stroke R. T. Ayscough A. M. Knight K. J. Dearman
Cox W. I. Buxton G. I. G. Brett D. F. Mawson

R.

SWIMMING
The Swimming Sports were held on April 9th at the Noel Street 

Baths; the results are as follows.
Ju n ior

1 length free style. 1 Marriott (Balk), 2 Ellis (Balk), 3 Maclean (McE.)—23-7 secs. 
1 length back stroke. 1 Marriott (Balk), 2 Ellis (Balk), 3 Braithwaite (McE.)— 

27-2 secs.
1 length breast stroke. 1 Taylor (Barb.), 2 Evans (Barb.), 3 Buxton (Bulk.)— 

26-5 secs.
Breast Stroke Sytle. 1 Taylor (Barb.), 2 Buxton (Bulk.), 3 Reed (Balk).
Dive. 1 Marriott (Balk), 2 Buxton (Bulk.), 3 Fairholme (McE.).
Medley Relay. 1 Balk, 2 McEwen, 3 Bulkeley—88'0 secs.
Free Style Relay. 1 Balk, 2 Barber, 3 and 4 disqualified— 109-7 secs.
Junior Totals

1 Balk 72 pts. 2 Barber 48 pts. 3 Bulkeley 42 pts. 4 McEwen 34 pts.
Middle

1 length free style. 1 Fisher (Barb.), 2 Burton (Barb.), 3 Tomlinson (Bulk.)— 
20-4 secs.

1 length back stroke. 1 Scothern (Barb.), 2 Swingler (Bulk.), 3 Bexon (Barb.)— 
24-5 secs.
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1 length breast stroke. 1 Smith (Barb.), 2 Hardy (Balk), 3 Graham (Barb.)—
27-0 secs.

Dive. 1 Smith (Barb.), 2 Huskinson (Balk), 3 Rowley (Bulk.)
Plunge. 1 Swingler (Bulk.), 2 Scothern (Barb.), 3 Hardy (Balk)—38 ft. 0 ins. 
Medley Relay. 1 Barber, 2 Balk, 3 Bulkeley—71-2 secs.
Free Style Relay. 1 Barber, 2 Balk, 3 Bulkeley—-87-2 secs.

Senior
2 lengths free style. 1 Milnes (Bulk.), 2 Ayscough (McE.), 3 Elliot (Barb.)—

47-6 secs.
1 length back stroke. 1 Pontin (Balk), 2 Beadsworth (Barb.), 3 Ayscough (McE.) 

—24 -4 secs.
1 length breast stroke. 1 Mills (Barb.), 2 Millns (McE.), 3 Rushforth (Bulk.) 

—25-2 secs.
Dive. 1 Bayliss (Bulk.), 2 Millns (McE.), 3 Elliot (Barb.)—
Plunge. 1 Millns (McE.), 2 Johnson (Barb.), 3 Soar (Balk)—42 ft. 3 ins. 
Medley Relay. 1 Barber, 2 Bulkeley, 3 Balk—71-7 secs.
Free Style Relay. 1 Bulkeley, 2 Balk, 3 Barber—-88-2 secs.
Senior and M iddle Totals
1 Barber 139 pts. 2 Bulkeley 99 pts. 3 Balk 93 pts. 4 McEwen 84 pts. 
Houses
(Barb.) =  Barber: (Balk) =  Balk: (Bulk.) =  Bulkeley: (McE.) =  McEwen.

COMBINED CADET FORCE
At the end o f another year the Contingent can look back on a 

period of further growth and success. The successes include the 
award of four Flying Scholarships to Cadets D. Moore, D. Cowli- 
shaw, K. J. Dearman and D. W. A. Oakland of the R.A.F. Section; 
and the winning, for the second year in succession, of the “B” 
Section of the North Midland '22 Shooting Competition.

The last day of the Spring Term and the first few days of the 
Easter Holiday were spent at Proteus Camp, by all the Contingent 
Officers and 50 Cadets. Another ‘Leadership’ course was organised 
and being blessed with fine, if rather cold, weather, was a great 
success. With each succeeding ‘course’ more experience is gained 
in the type o f exercises and work that can be done at Proteus Camp 
and thus these periods o f training are becoming more enjoyable 
and more useful. It was however, surprising to find how unused to 
walking many of the cadets have become and after the all-day 
‘exercise’ there were several casualties from sore feet. The team 
competition was a very close contest, only three points separating 
the leading three teams. Teams led by C.S.M. T. Greene and 
Leading Seaman G. Williams have been declared joint winners 
and Cadet Corporal K. Dearman won the shooting competition. 
It is intended that as long as the facilities at Proteus are available 
the Contingent will hold at least two such camps a year.

The Annual Inspection took place on the 5th April, 1957, when 
Group Captain K. R. C. Slater, C.B.E., A.F.C., was the Inspecting 
Officer. He was accompanied by Lieutenant Commander A. P. 
Boddam-Whettam, D.S.C., from the Joint Cadet Executive, 
Squadron Leader B. Walker, D.F.C., o f H.Q. No. 64 (N) Group 
and Captain P. P. M. Mocatta from H.Q., North Midland District.



Sixteen THE CENTAUR

It was a fine day and for the first time the Parade and all ‘exercises’ 
etc., were carried out under the command o f the Cadet N.C.O.’s. 
Cadet C.S.M. T. Greene was in charge o f the Parade and led the 
March Past, after which the Inspecting Officers saw all sections 
carrying out exercises and instruction. One feature o f the ‘exercises’ 
was that each section was set a ‘test’ involving the use of knowledge 
which they should have acquired during their training. These ‘tests’ 
were unseen before the day and gave the cadets a chance of using 
their initiative, which they did, particularly the Army Section in 
building a “road block”. The School caretaker was seen looking 
on with a very worried expression as his full dustbins, etc, were 
brought into use ! The Inspection Report shows that in the view 
of the Inspecting Officers all acquitted themselves with great credit.

Many rumours are current about the future of the C.C.F. These 
appear to have arisen owing to cuts in the Services and their re
organisation. Often, in people’s minds, the existence o f the C.C.F. 
is tied up with National Service, and the abolition of the latter 
seems to have prematurely killed off the C.C.F. organisation. The
C.C.F. Units throughout the country will continue as in the past; far 
from being affected by cuts, it is anticipated that they will benefit 
in many ways. The aim of the C.C.F. is to develop a boy’s character, 
powers of leadership, initiative and self-confidence and so enable 
him to take his place as a leader either in the forces or in civil life. 
The War Office have already informed units o f the need for the 
continuance o f the C.C.F., and of the hope that a broader syllabus 
of training will now be a reality, as there will not be the need for 
every cadet to hold ‘certificates’, in order to receive preferential 
treatment during National Service. The new training will be less 
specialist and more adventurous, such as is offered by the Outward 
Bound Courses. This will make even greater demands on the time 
and efforts o f the Officers and Senior N.C.O.s to whom the contingent 
should be grateful for their work and interest in the past year.

To all cadets who are leaving School this term, the Contingent 
is grateful for their loyalty and support, especially to the Senior 
N.C.O.s who have carried out both administrative and instructional 
duties. It is hoped that they have also benefited from their training 
and that they have successful careers ahead of them.

Summer Training Camps this year are as follows:—
NavaI Section: Portsmouth, 28th August to 4th September.
Army Section: Gandale, 30th July to 7th August.
R.A.F. Section: R.A.F., Tern Hill, 24th to 31st July.

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
“TWELFTH NIGHT”

On the 30th of January, we in Ilia went to see Twelfth Night. 
When we first entered the Playhouse we saw the minstrel gallery. 
The three musicians, each armed with an appropriate instrument on 
which to play a tune, climbed up an ugly-looking ladder and
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rendered the National Anthem. After that, the curtain rose.
The sound effects o f the sea breaking upon the shore at the 

beginning of the play were very good indeed, as was the rain at the 
end and the changes in lighting which cleverly marked scene changes. 
The “domestic oak timbering ’’was not very impressive.

John Harrison’s production was very imaginative, although some 
ideas did not go down very well with the audience, eg. the manuscript, 
mended with sellotape, the waste-paper basket which served 
Aguecheek for a helmet, the mobile “box trees”, the dark sun
glasses, the decorated suitcase, the umbrella and the awful-looking, 
unpainted steps.

Viola (Daphne Slater) was very well portrayed. The speeches 
were delightful but she might have given us more fencing. Olivia 
was rather disappointingly played by Ruth Meyers. Instead of a 
refreshingly beautiful woman we had an over-made-up doll. Maria 
(Pat Heywood) was very enthusiastically acted and made the play 
even more o f a comedy than perhaps Shakespeare intended.

Two men emphasised the comedy still more. Peter Duguid as 
Sir Toby Belch and John Southworth as Sir Andrew Aguecheek, 
the lovable idiot. Toby certainly lived up to his name by giving 
a vulgar belch when entering the set, at which Olivia showed genuine 
disgust. His masquerading as a drunk was well done too. South- 
worth’s long, lean legs and dream-happy face belonged to the real 
Andrew Aguecheek. Feste’s middle-aged wit was completely 
wasted on the youthful audience. His dead-white make-up and 
harsh voice were most repellant. Last but not least was Malvolio. 
David Phethean is a very praiseworthy actor whom I thoroughly 
enjoyed as the best actor in the play. He appeared to be really 
devoted to his mistress and unflinchingly acted the pompous ass 
he was supposed to have been.

On the whole I found the play to be a well-acted and thoughtful 
performance. K.C.B.

“THE SERVANT OF TWO MASTERS”
On March the 27th, Form IVa saw The Servant o f Two Masters, 

by the Italian, Goldini.
The setting was colourful and unusual. A brightly painted 

wagon formed the centre-piece and was in turn a house, a kitchen 
and a bridge over the canal. The general impression was that of 
carnival time in Venice.

The play was treated as a farce and played at a brisk pace, which 
meant that some of the more serious scenes, such as those between 
the pairs of lovers, became rather absurd.

The acting was good and Bernard Kay as Truffaldino and Pat 
Heywood as Smeraldino were outstanding.

On the whole the play was well produced and, once we had become 
accustomed to the conventions of the period, most enjoyable.

(M.J. and D.C.)
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“VJCE VERSA”
On the 14th of May, Form Ila saw a performance of F. Anstey’s 

farce, Vice Versa.
The play was amusing, dealing with the antics o f a father when 

he has to return to school in the form of his son.
David Phethean and Colin Broadley were outstanding in the 

parts o f Mr. Bultitude and his son Dick, and J. Southworth was 
excellent as the kindly Mr. Blinkworth.

The action, however, was far too slow to hold the attention of 
the audience and some of the characters. Dr. Grimstone, the 
headmaster, for example, were not really convincing.

We noticed too that the scenery was dull and the furniture, 
such as the school desks and other school properties, far too modern 
for the real period of the play.

(D.J.H. and N.B.S.)

C.E.W.C-
On March 22nd and 23rd it was this school’s privilege to act 

as host to the other Sixth Forms in the Nottingham area for a 
conference entitled “Russia and her Satellites”.

On Friday night the guest speaker was a Staff Lecturer in Inter
national Affairs, Dr. Connell-Smith from Hull University who gave 
us a background to our subject, his theme being “Russian Expansion 
since 1917”.

On the following day, after the A.G.M. had been held, a correspon
dent from The Daily Telegraph—Mr. David Floyd—gave us “A 
Journalist’s view on recent events in E. Europe”.

After finishing their talks each speaker then answered questions 
which they had inspired their audiences to ask. A Brains Trust 
completed the serious side of the meeting and a two-hour social 
concluded the conference.

P.J.H.

THE CHESS CLUB
There have not been many club meetings since the last magazine 

appeared; these are the results:—
Junior Team, Senior Team

v High Pavement G.S. (a) won 4-2 v High Pavement G.S. (a) drawn 3-3
v Cottesmore School (a) drawn 3-3 v Nottm. High School (a) lost 2J-3J
v Ellis School (h) won 5-1
v Forest Fields G.S. (h) won 4-2 v Mundella G.S. (h) lost 1-5

The Senior Team had tied with Mundella for first place in their 
League, and a play-off was necessary, but Mundella won convincingly 
and so gained the trophy we had held for two successive years.

The Junior Team have had a particularly successful year, not 
having lost a single match. Two o f their number—M. A. Carson
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A Career fo r  young men that carries 
responsibility

Britain’s need for coal increases every year. Oil and nuclear 
energy can only bridge the gap between the coal we have and the 
power we need. The bulk of this energy must, for many generations, 
come from coal.

To meet the increasing demands for coal, vast schemes of 
reconstruction and expansion are being undertaken by the coal
mining industry, for which there must be an adequate supply of 
suitably qualified and well-trained men.

University Scholarships.—The National Coal Board offer a 
hundred University Scholarships a year ; most are in Mining 
Engineering, and some are available in Mechanical, Electrical and 
Chemical Engineering and in Fuel Technology. They are worth 
about the same as State Scholarships but there is no parental 
means test.

School Leavers.—There are also good opportunities for 
advancement for boys with initiative who come straight into the 
industry from school. You can attend part-time courses (for 
example, National Certificate courses) at technical colleges for 
which you are given day release from work with pay.

Management Training.—When you are qualified—either 
through the University or through technical college while working— 
you are eligible for a two or three-year course under the Board’s 
Management Training Scheme. Each trainee has a course mapped 
out for him personally, with a senior engineer to give him individual 
supervision.

Scientific Careers.—If you are interested in a Scientific Career, 
there is absorbing and rewarding work at the Board’s Research 
establishments, and in the coalfields on operational work.

Administrative Careers.-—There are interesting careers in 
administration, marketing, finance and personnel work, for young 
men and women of good educational standards.

Prospects.—After qualifying, there is every prospect o f promotion 
to really responsible posts at an early age, and it is possible to earn 
a four-figure salary by the age o f thirty.

Write for full particulars to any o f  the Divisional Headquarters o f the Board- 
Edinhurgh, Newcastle, Sheffield, Manchester, Nottingham, Dudley (Worcs.), 
Cardiff or Dover - or to the Director-General o f  Staff, National Coal Board, 

Hobart House, London, S. W./.
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and R. Mann—have been unbeaten for two years now in league 
matches, a draw with Mann being the only half-point scored against 
them. We learn that the school has won the Junior Chess League. 
Congratulations.

P.A.H.

THE CHRISTIAN UNION
This year the C.U. has endeavoured to broaden the minds o f its 

members by introducing aspects of different faiths into the society. 
To this end we have had Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, Seventh 
Day Adventist and Catholic representatives to visit us. In the 
Spring Term a visit from Rev. E. H. Drakeford, a young Methodist 
minister from Lenton Sands, drew a good attendance. Rev. J. H. 
Bayliss, propounded aspects of the Seventh Day Adventist sect 
and held our attention for nearly an hour, and put forward con
vincing evidence for the observance of Saturday as the Sabbath.

Rev. Kenneth L. Waights, soon to leave the Albert Hall Methodist 
Mission for the Bristol Mission, gave us a most stimulating and 
forceful talk based on his own life and experience.

We were fortunate recently to secure a recognised Catholic 
speaker as our guest; she was Mrs. F. Armstrong of Bulcote and 
the sister of Nicholas Montserrat, the author o f The Cruel Sea. 
Her fine address propounding many aspects o f the Catholic faith, 
together with the pressing questions afterwards, made this our 
longest and most instructive meeting.

It is to be hoped that the Christian Union will continue to be a 
source of great spiritual adventure to all.

D.J.R

THE LITERARY CLUB
The club continues to flourish, this year under a system of rotary 

chairmanship. At the first meeting of the year D. J. Alexander 
took the chair, and after reading extracts from Steinbeck’s The 
Pearl to an appreciative audience, led a discussion on the book and 
on the art of Steinbeck in general.

On 5th and 12th of February R. A. C. Bramley played a recording 
of Dylan Thomas’s last play, Under Milk Wood, which was generally 
thought by the members to be an outstanding example of radio 
drama.

J. A. Fenton took the chair on 19th February, having chosen 
as his subject the poetry of Mr. T. S. Eliot. Several of the poet’s 
more characteristic works were read aloud and a lively discussion 
followed.

On 12th March, the club visited the County Assizes: this proved 
singularly interesting and informative.

Before the pressure of impending examinations brought activities 
to a close the club began the reading of The Rivals under the chairman
ship of A. G. Gimson.



Twenty THE CENTAUR

The Annual Dinner will be held on Tuesday, 23rd July at the 
Flying Florse Hotel, Nottingham.

D.G.W.

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY
President: Mr. T. E. Smith

Achitophel is said to have been the father of a son, “born a 
shapeless lump, like anarchy”. Our society is the prodigy, cherished 
by its parent school and most closely resembles that wretched being.

Certainly Dr. Johnson would never have attended our meetings 
(or have been a philatelist), for though they have a beginning and 
an end, there are no parts that may be labelled “middle”. And 
the sole unity which couples each successive bazaar-like gathering 
with the next is a universal degree of sameness.

Occasionally the fates, in the shape o f Mr. Smith, will “come 
with the abhorred shears, to cut the well-spun thread” of monotony: 
perhaps by enlivening us with a benevolently paternal causerie, 
sprinkled and savoured with wit and the nostalgia o f youthful 
reminiscences, on the Postage Stamps o f France, a talk he might 
well label “Variations on a Theme of Ceres”.

But, as Omar Khayyam probably did on his last day, one shudders 
to think of the future even more than, or because of, the past. 
What happens when Mr. Smith leaves and so deprives the society 
of its richest possession, its venerable top-hat, and when its founder- 
members “go up” and so take its patchwork coat ?

Well, a new jacket will probably make this living lump of anarchy 
seem less o f a scarecrow . . . but new top-hats are not to be had 
nowadays . . .

B.M.

OLD BOYS’ WAR MEMORIAL FUND
“Autumn Fair” Saturday, September 28th

Readers will already be aware that the School hope to raise 
£1,000 to complete the War Memorial Scheme. The Committee 
is grateful for the donations already received and the offers o f gifts 
for prizes and stalls. We should like to see the stalls well stocked, 
and gifts of any kind, small or large, for any stall, will be gratefully 
accepted. The stalls will include Ladies’ Stall (Knitwear, sewing, 
embroidery, etc.), Old Boys’ Stall (Garden produce, vegetables, 
fruit, etc.), Grocery Stall, Cake Stall, Second-hand Book Stall, 
Handicraft Stall (Hand-made goods in wood, metal, plastics, etc. 
and Toys (in good condition)).

As entertainments, a variety of activities and displays has been 
arranged. Details will be found in the programmes which will 
admit to the Fair. Adults 1/-, Children 6d.

R.McC.
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HOUSE NOTES
BARBER HOUSE

The winning o f the Kayser Cup was a fine victory for the Senior 
Rugby team, which beat a powerful McEwen XV in the needle 
match of the series. The morale o f the house was thus rekindled, 
giving us greater confidence in ensuing competitions.

The swimming gala showed the potential strength of the House 
throughout the school, as we won the Middle and Senior divisions 
and were runners-up in the Junior, thus retaining the Learning Cup.

An even greater success was achieved on Sports Day when the 
House romped to convincing victories in all three divisions. The 
outstanding performer in this sphere was B. C. Fisher who broke 
Middle school records in the 440, 880 and the mile. His ability 
also helped the House to gain first place in the Middle cross country 
championships: the Seniors repeated this success.

Our hopes o f retaining the Hurt Cup are running high, but only 
by sustaining the effort and team spirit already shown can we expect 
to attain this coveted position.

A.H.B.

BULKELEY HOUSE
Although the Juniors finished an encouraging second in the 

Rugby competition, the Seniors were disappointingly last. How
ever, the fortunes of the House showed surprising improvement 
in the Swimming Sports when we were placed second in the Middle 
and Senior divisions, third in the Juniors and just failed to qualify 
for second place in the final total score. In the Cricket we were 
easily eliminated in the first round by Balk House by four wickets.

J.A.F.

McEWEN HOUSE
The term has not been a particularly successful one, so far as 

most of the House teams have been concerned.
In Rugby, in which we had high hopes of success, our team was 

depleted by injuries and we were unable to beat Barber House in 
the final.

In Swimming and Athletics, although certain o f our competitors 
were outstanding, performances as a whole were not good.

The House Cricket team easily won the first match against 
Barber House and we should win the final against Balk House.

Jarvis, Gimson and Burrows, who have given long service to 
the House in most spheres of sport will be leaving this year and I 
take this opportunity o f thanking them.

D.L.
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BALK HOUSE
The House failed lamentably during the Rugby season. The 

Senior XV won only one game, against Blue House, and the Juniors 
lost all three matches. More talent and more training are necessary 
if the House is to improve next season.

At the Swimming Sports the Juniors redeemed the mediocre 
demonstration of the Intermediate and Senior sections; Marriot 
and Ellis proved to be a winning and unbeatable combination.

In the School Sports, although the House as a whole did not shine, 
there were one or two outstanding individual performances. M. 
Fisher won his duel with J. Fenton in both the 100 and 220 yards 
in times which show great promise for the future. In the Intermediate 
section, C. P. Soar showed great ability in three field events by 
winning the Shot and Discus and coming second in the Javelin 
events.

The Senior Cricket XI has won its first game against Blues and 
is well-prepared for its clash with the giants o f McEwen House 
which should prove to be a close contest.

The House has many talented individuals and, with better team
work, should do well in the future.

D.J.A.

“THE KYRENTA TRIP”
(Extract from a letter by M. S. Charvill (1949-’55) on Military 

Service in Cyprus.
Our coach (with wire netting over the windows—a relic o f the 

“hard” days) passed through long, rolling fields of short, green 
barley, dotted with numerous stunted carob trees, to Limassol and 
the coast road to Nicosia, only stopping once, at the “Halfway 
H ouse”, for real Turkish coffee and a chicken sandwich . . . helping 
myself also to the spring onions and lettuce which are placed on the 
table free ! I sat at a clean table under a trellis-work o f vines, 
swallows flitting through the many archways to their nests in the 
high corners of these colourful buildings.

In Nicosia I was astounded at the luxurious houses built in 
typically Eastern style with many pointed arches and verandahs 
and some very intricate metal-work fences and gates, the houses 
themselves painted in pastel shades with lots o f whites and creams 
and all o f them with magnificent flowers in the gardens and the 
window-boxes.

We left Nicosia towards the Kyrenian ridge, towering 3,000 feet 
above the plain; having reached the top o f the pass (1,000 feet) we 
decided to visit Hilarion Castle on the summit, a very dangerous 
climb for a bus; the road was very narrow and just zig-zagged all 
the way up the face. On the hair-pin bends, the bus would go 
half-way round, then reverse before negotiating the full bend; 
there was, often, only a foot o f road between us and a thousand
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feet drop, but when we reached the top the view was unrivalled, 
for Kyrenia lay below us like a survey map in relief with the Castle 
itself just clinging to the side of a precipitous crag ! The perilous 
trip was repeated on the way down and within half an hour we were 
safely in Kyrenia, a small town, more or less only a collection of 
hotels and bars.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
FIRST FLIGHT IN A JET AIRCRAFT

You are standing in a large hangar on a R.A.F. station apprehen
sively watching the seemingly lazy movement o f the men engaged 
in their various tasks, when a small door opens and a bright and 
cheerful officer emerges and enquires rather superciliously if you 
are “the next chap”. You reply as indifferently as you can that 
you are indeed. “Good ! ” says he, “come with me.” You follow 
him into the little office and collect a flying helmet with oxygen 
mask and numerous other “gubbins” attached. The bright and 
breezy officer dons his own flying kit and you emerge from the 
comparative gloom of the hangar into the brilliant sunshine of the 
tarmac.

The scene here is one of rapid efficiency and you walk towards 
the appointed aircraft, a gleaming Vampire T.1I training machine 
which is being refuelled and generally fussed over by the ground 
crew. An airman places a small ladder against the cockpit and 
you climb in. First come the parachute straps, then the harness 
which fastens you securely to your seat. You find that you can 
move your seat up and down to suit your own individual sitting 
height. The pilot sits beside you. He throws a few switches and 
the engine behind you starts up. “Permission to taxi”, he grumbles 
into the microphone. An indistinguishable crackle comes back 
which the pilot translates by moving off.

“Take-off”, he says, and with a breath-taking acceleration you 
hurtle along the runway and are airborne. The ground fairly 
whistles past at first, but as you climb higher, it seems to slow up 
until you hang there like a spider suspended by a silken thread. 
“Have a go,” says the pilot and you gingerly take hold of the controls 
and begin to move them in what you think is the correct manner for 
executing a left turn. “Very nice,” he says, “but you have dropped 
1,500 ft.” You try again. “Ah, that’s better ! Not quite so 
difficult as it looks.” The pilot takes over again and the world 
appears to go completely mad and twist and turn in front of you. 
The aircraft has just done a barrel roll.

Then you notice the coast. “Already ?” you ask, but the airspeed 
indicator says 420 knots, and that is quite fast. A little fishing 
village spins on the end of your wing as the pilot turns along the 
coast. Down you go and right out to sea in a wide arc. You rush 
back towards the cliffs which come at you with fantastic speed.
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Just as it seems that you must hit them, they flick underneath, 
along with confusing blurs o f houses, trees, cattle and haystacks.

Equally quickly you are back over the aerodrome, The aircraft 
banks in a steep turn and the ground rushes up to meet you at an 
alarming rate. At the seemingly last minute, the pilot flattens 
out and drops onto the runway with a shriek as the tyres start 
turning. Your turn off the runway and taxi back to the refuelling 
point. You watch indicates that you have been airborne for 40 
minutes.

K.J.D. (VI U.Sc)

MY FAVOURITE BIRD
As I am interested in bird life I consider myself very lucky in 

having a pond at the bottom of my garden. Many interesting birds 
visit the pond, among them being Herons, Kingfishers, Grebes and 
Ducks, but my favourite is the Moorhen which is the only one that 
nests there.

From a distance the moorhen looks a dark and drab bird but if seen 
at close quarters it is really beautiful. Both the cock and hen have 
darkish blue on their heads, necks and underparts, while their backs 
are brownish in colour. The underside of the tail is white and the 
flanks are also barred with white. The beak is yellow at the tip and 
red at the base and the large yellow feet which are not webbed enable 
it to stand on soft mud. The bird has a total length of thirteen inches.

In spite of not having webbed feet the moorhen is an expert swimmer 
and diver, and often, when disturbed near the bank, it has a trick of 
diving into some reeds and surfacing with only its eyes and beak 
showing. When swimming, it jerks its head and tail rhythmically and 
often when in the shade of trees it is only the white tail which gives 
its presence away. The moorhen is a shy bird, easily taking fright at the 
first sign of danger, when it flies across the surface of the pond with its 
feet dragging in the water. If disturbed on land, the moorhen will 
run with amazing speed or fly to the shelter of the pond, but as it is 
not a very strong flier it will run if it can. Moorhens will fight 
ferociously lying back in the water gripping one another by the feet 
and striking with beak and wing. When disturbed or angry the moor
hen utters various harsh cries but at other times its notes are much 
softer.

During early spring the cock bird may be observed dashing after 
the hen for short distances. This is part of their courtship. In 
April the nest, consisting of twigs and reeds with a lining of grass, is 
built, usually in the fork of a tree just above the water, but sometimes 
it is built on the ground. When the reddish-buff, spotted-with-brown 
eggs hatch, the tiny young are covered with black down but they are 
able to swim the same day they hatch, looking rather like corks. While 
in this state they may fall victim to pike, and once I saw a chick attacked 
by one. However the parent bird shot itself at the fish making a splash, 
frightening it and so saving the chick. After a week or two the young
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lose their down and gain brownish feathers until the first Autumn 
moult when they become like their parents. There may be more than 
one brood during a year and I have observed the first brood feeding 
the later ones.

Although the moorhen is a shy bird, by getting them used to me 
from an early age, I have succeeded in training them to feed out of my 
hand.

R.S. (Ilia)

THE WAY OF THE LAST TEST MATCH
(With apologies to Sir Walter Scott)

The grass was long, the pitch not roll’d,
The last man was infirm and old.
His wither’d pads, his flannels gray 
Seem’d to have known a better day;
The bat, his sole remaining joy,
Had serv’d him since he was a boy.
The last o f all the team was he,
(Their highest score had been a three).
Oh, what a day ! He had the gout.
His luckless brethren all were out,
And he, neglected and oppress’d,
Wished to be with them, and at rest.
No more, on Trent Bridge wicket borne,
He batted light as lark at morn:
No lovely sixes, sizzling threes,
He hit—for, almost on his knees 
He show’d to Australasians gay 
How not to bat the Compton way;
He look’d around, saw at a glance 
A stranger take the bowling stance.
The critics of the age-old game 
Once said, “Just look at Whatsisname !
He’s wonderful !”—no more that praise:
His bat at most the ball did graze.
And he, to crown this shocking luck 
At last was out. His score ? A duck !

R.L.B. (Ilia)

ASSEMBLY
(With apologies to John Masefield)

Grave and august master, coming from the Staff-room, 
Sailing to assembly with a billowing gown,
With a head full o f theorems, equations, ratios,
Putting on his glasses with a horrid frown.
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Stately Sixth-form prefect coming in at leisure,
Conscious of his office and the fame it bears,
While his thoughts dwell on Rugby, Cricket, Rowing, 
Straightening up the Juniors, as he comes to prayers.

Dirty-kneed first former, tearing down the corridor,
Skidding round the corner so he’ll beat the rest,
With a dog-eared hymn-book losing all its pages,
Hoping his French homework will pass the test.

J.F.C. (11a)
MY LEISURE HOURS

On Saturdays, Sundays and during holidays, after the trial of 
school, I am glad to go to a small farm near to where I live. I 
get up at about eight o’clock or before, and after breakfast I go 
there for the day.

It is really beautiful on a sunny day to watch the horses and the 
calves grazing peacefully, to hear the fussy cackle o f the hens and 
the contented grunts o f the pigs. Recently Sally, the big sow, 
had a litter of fourteen piglets, three of which unfortunately died. 
It is hard to describe the peacefulness and happiness which they 
portray when they are all asleep beneath the warm glow o f the 
infra-red lamp, their tiny forms close together. One tiny piglet 
far smaller than the rest seemed to be getting weaker. Six or seven 
times a day we had to feed it from a little bottle with a few drops of 
milk. The poor animal had the best place by the fire and we used 
to laugh as we watched it snuff its straw into a bed with its little 
pink snout.

Soon we began to think that the piglet was going to live. Picture 
our sorrow when one morning we came in to see our little friend 
stiff and cold on its bed of straw. It was stone dead.

Just after Easter we welcomed to the farm two hundred day-old 
chicks. When one goes near to their shed one can hear such a 
commotion o f tweeting. It is the chickens, fighting, eating, resting, 
drinking, and on the whole enjoying their sojourn in captivity.

There are of course less enjoyable jobs than feeding piglets 
and looking after fluffy chickens. We have regularly to clean out 
the pig styes and cow sheds, to remove surplus compost from the 
fowl sheds and other such normally unpleasant jobs, but after a 
time we get used to these jobs and take a pleasure in making the 
animals comfortable and content.

When we are a little ahead o f the farmwork we sometimes fell 
trees. There are two large orchards, for that is what the farmland 
consists of. The trees all need felling for we would rather use the land 
for fodder. Our method is to dig round the roots first, chopping 
off the roots as we get to them, and when they are mostly removed 
we tie a large rope to the top of the tree and pull it down. We can 
usually bring down a large tree, burn all the foliage, and saw it all 
into logs in a matter o f four hours.
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Among the jobs I have just related there are such jobs as building 
new habitations for the animals. Recently two new sheds have been 
erected, one a modern pig shed, which when full can hold com
fortably one hundred pigs, and another, a fowl shed. Twice a week 
we have to “boil up”. That is we have to steam huge copper-fuls 
of swill and potatoes for the pigs.

Although the work is hard at times, we still lead most happy, 
healthy and invigorating lives and, believe me, farm work is all 
this and more.

K.C.B. (Ilia)

THE NEWSPAPER MAN
On a busy corner,
Standing in the rain,
A man was shouting “Paper”,
A living to try and gain.

On observing closer,
I found that he was blind,
A sad, dejected soldier,
The war had left behind.

To me he told his worries,
One long tale of woe.
But, if his country needs him,
Again he said he’d go.

Now that’s the height o f courage,
With which nothing can compare,
So, please God, don’t let 
Another war occur.

T.H. (Ila)

ANTICLIMAX
As we walk down the dusty road, the brilliant sun shines down on 

our bare heads. Soon we shall be tense and excited for we shall 
be seeing men killing each other. We cannot yet see the place where 
we shall witness these gruesome scenes for it is just down the side of 
a sand ridge, and there it will be dark although it is now but little 
past mid-day. Two more paces and we are there. We have 
obtained permission by secret means, so into the murky darkness we 
advance, rather cautiously, for we have not yet accustomed our 
eyes to the dark.

Bang ! bang ! ! Many shots ring clear and many bodies slump 
lifelessly to the ground.

Massacre in a desert island cave ? No ! a shilling visit to a 
sea-side cinema.

W.B. (la)
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THE CORN FIELD
On either side of the river lay fields—many fields, countless fields— 

but none so busy as the corn field which was full of life o f all kinds.
High above the field a kestrel hovered, then suddenly pounced, 

to fly up again carrying the lifeless body of a vole in its talons.
The usually rare harvest mouse was quite abundant in this 

particular field; their closely woven grass nests were on the very 
edges o f the corn field.

Many skylarks nested in the field and now many hens were rearing 
their second batch of young.

A scruffy, unshaven, lazy tramp lay dozing in the hedge with a 
newspaper containing sandwiches by his side. Quietly, out of the 
hedge crept a rat, stole up to the parcel, took a piece of bread and 
slipped back into the hedge.

Attracted by the scuffling, as the rat retreated with its prize, a 
mongrel, equally scruffy as his master lifted his head and glanced 
round. The rat, however, had disappeared so he went back to sleep 
again.

The sun climbed overhead, a hot, bright sun, ripening the corn 
for the harvest. Birds were abundant in the field and the 
surrounding hedgerows; partridges, pheasants, skylarks, corncrakes, 
sparrows, blackbirds and many others made their presence known 
in various ways—a partridge led her chicks to a dust bath on the 
edge of the field; another kestrel hovered overhead; rabbits nibbled 
the short grass on the edge of the corn; mice and rats scampered 
about the hedgerow. All was right with the world !

Then the tramp stirred, yawned loudly and got up. The 
partridges fled into the corn; the kestrel flew off; the rabbits bolted. 
The hedgerow was silent. The tramp stretched himself and set off 
across another field to a destination which neither he nor his dog 
nor anybody else knew.

Half an hour later a rustle in the corn told o f the activities begin
ning again after this momentary danger.

C.P.S. {Ilia)
HEAVEN !

I sing of the lofty hills,
Of the sun, the moon, the wind, the stars 
And the flying clouds,
O f space to breathe,
O f trackless moors where a man might roam 
For hours alone—
Where the blue hills roll and dip,
And all is silent in the shadowed vale,
Save where the long, white, roaring foam 
Shoots o’er the glistening, ageless rocks,
Down, down, to the still, deep lake—
Nearer, my God, to Thee . . . .

D.G.W. (VI UA)
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THE CHALLENGE OF BIRD-WATCHING
It was February 1956 and I was still train-spotting but I was 

bored with it. What was the reason ?
The reason was that something much more beautiful than trains 

was calling me. It was the call of Nature and in particular the 
Challenge of Bird-Watching. Therefore one Saturday morning 
in late February I went a walk into the countryside instead of going 
to the dirty railway station and I got the shock of my life. I had 
taken an Observer’s Book of British Birds and a note-book with 
me. I had decided beforehand that when I came across a bird I 
would identify it through my bird-book and then write down the 
name of the bird in my note-book. However as soon as 1 got out 
I was bewildered by the number o f birds I saw; when I had been 
train-spotting I had never noticed them ! The first thing that 
shocked me was the number o f brownish birds that I saw and all 
the different calls and songs. 1 found myself trying to deal with 
flocks of up to two hundred finches and consequently when I got 
home the only birds I had got down were birds which we see every 
day. I began to learn the calls and songs of the common birds, 
but in April 1 was interrupted by the arrival of summer visitors; 
now having seen one hundred and twenty-three different species of 
birds, I am beginning to take notice of rarer birds. One thing to 
learn in bird-watching is to be able to stalk birds; I have had more 
joy in stalking birds than in anything else in bird-watching and it 
is a good way o f learning birds’ habits.

In my mind now nothing can compare with the flight o f a Swallow, 
the song of a Nightingale, the beautiful plumage and wild calls of 
the Curlew and Widgeon.

P.M. (ilia)

THE ROAD
A narrow, cobbled main street led the way through the village. 

It passed the houses, the shops, and the cottages and slowly wended 
its way over the moor beyond.

At night, in the moonlight, the shadows o f the trees lay strewn 
in the way o f the road, as if wanting to stop it from going any 
further.

In the daytime people walked along it, horses cantered along it, 
and the road was happy because it was being useful.

The winter came, the snow fell, and then the road was hidden, 
but footprints and wheel tracks indicated the way it led.

Then came the spring, the buds on the roadside trees slowly 
opened. The leaves and the flowers came out and the road saw 
all this happen.

In the summer, when the leaves had turned a deeper green, 
then the road became hot and dusty and was very pleased to receive 
an occasional shower.
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The autumn came. The trees in the orchards which the road 
passed were laden with ripe apples and rich mellow pears.

But through all the seasons, night and day, for hour after hour, 
the road still led on through villages, towns and cities, over fields, 
through woods and over moors, leading always onwards.

P.J.M. (Ilia)

MAKING A CENTURY
The pavilion clock said five to six,
The spinner was up to his crafty tricks.
He measured his run-up just once more—
To make my century I needed four.
The next ball was a sly off-break 
And I nearly made a fatal mistake,
I edged the ball to ’keeper, Hatch—
Oh ! Thank the lord, he’s dropped the catch ! 
The bowler his last ball has speeded,
(Four more runs that’s all I needed).
The ball dropped short, I smote and thence— 
The ball like a bullet shook the fence.
The crowd at this shot uttered a roar;
‘One hundred not out’ was my score.

C.G. (Ilia)

TO A RESPITE
Blackbirds burst forth on the morning mist 
As the light scatters on shining dew.
Slender spires send out songs 
Of sweet and mellow bells,
Growing insistent as girls and boys
Wend the wandering path to Sunday School.
Sunday papers clatter through the door
And the newsboy whistles urgently down the street.
Sizzling bacon and crackling toast
Delight unhurried palates—
Smoke sinks deep and cool 
And then wreathes the air 
In lazy blueness and tranquillity.

The fragile dew is gone, destroyed in the 
Welter of yellow burning, and lovers 
Amble down lanes o f efficient bees,
Hand in hand with happiness.
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Boys romp incredibly in hay-fever heat 
While papers shade the eyes o f dozing fathers. 
Child-worn mothers sweating in wet 
Cotton blouses clamour after children 
Unable to understand adult lethargy.
Flies are flicked from sandwiches 
Spread out on hot, sapless grass 
While orangeade and pop are sucked from 
Straws by the parched throats of children.
Tired babies bawl in the twilight 
And mothers, with aching heads, cradle 
Their cries with infinite tenderness,
Trek home in soft, fatigued melancholy 
And sink into homely chairs of comfort;
No time for talk, no energy for hate,
Only time for love and gentleness,
Closed, calm eyelids, caressing hands,
Affectionate joy and reflective happy sadness.

D.J.A. (VI UA)
A MANOEUVRE

There was a platoon o f us, jumping from a pair of lorries, in the 
most desolate place that England could provide. Around us, 
the desert, a waste land o f scrub and shattered trees, aptly called a 
‘Battle area’; with a grey string of road stretched across it. The cold, 
damp wind whipped across the storm-tossed sky and the scene 
looked like something out of Edgar Allan Poe.

We formed into three sections and marched up the road in single 
file, keeping a look-out for the enemy, in dead silence except for 
the crunch of thirty pairs o f boots. After a few score yards we 
stopped, and stood in silence for a few minutes while we were 
given a few rounds of blank and told not to point our rifles at 
anyone.

Soon the forces o f Evil opened up and we got down into a ditch, 
I still think that realism was carried too far—the ditch was wet. 
We crawled out later, left the road by means of a gate held open by 
the platoon sergeant, who stood, braving the bullets with true British 
courage, and entered the waste. We then lay down in the longest 
grass we could find, and spent a pleasant quarter o f an hour watching 
our multilegged little friends, and listening to the call o f the birds, 
until we were brought back to reality by the sweet fluting call o f the 
platoon runner:— “Number three section, where th e----are you?”

The section leader crawled out of the weeds, and after the inevitable 
recriminations, we ran across a field and a half to join the other 
section, and the battle.

The rest need hardly detain us. With another section we hid in 
nettles, jumped ditches (sometimes) and ran across fields, occasion
ally letting off" our rifles. Soon we came to the enemy, who was
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sitting smoking behind a thickly wooded and overgrown crater, 
and ungettatable. I think we called a truce or something, while 
we filed along the path, formed up, and charged.

So this is war ! W.J.P.R. (V. Sc.)
MY FIRST FISH

We set out for a quiet day’s fishing one blustery March morning. 
It was my first fishing expedition and 1 was very excited. The 
place chosen for my debut was Trowell canal. We stepped off 
the bus and made our way to the canal. It had snowed the day 
before but the rain had turned it into slush.

The sun was trying to penetrate the ice-cold atmosphere, so far 
in vain. Quite a mixture o f weather, I thought. We walked along 
the canal-bank for miles and I complained that I could see a number 
of fish and why didn’t we throw in here. My friend, very much 
superior in age and in the art of angling, reminded me that if we 
could see the fish, the fish could certainly see us. This hurt me but 
I picked up my burden and plodded on.

At last we came to a stretch o f the canal which my friend seemed 
to like, though it seemed to me to be very dark, deep and uninhabited. 
However I bowed to his superior knowledge. We unloaded and 
tackled up well back from the bank. My fingers were all 
thumbs in the bitter cold while my friend skilfully tied all the knots 
and left me fumbling. I realised that I must learn to tackle up in 
the cold as 1 had to learn sometime. My friend offered to help 
but I stubbornly refused and fumbled on much to his amusement.

At last I was ready and it was then that I saw why my friend had 
chosen this particular spot. We were completely concealed from 
the canal by rushes. 1 still thought the spot was very weedy but we 
could scarcely hope for perfect conditions in weather like this.

We cast in and after about a half-hour my friend had caught a 
number of sizeable roach and my uncreditable score was nil. I 
was about to cast in once more when my friend stopped me, “Hadn’t 
you better put some bait on,” he asked. We both laughed, my 
friend slightly more heartily than I. With a little more hope of 
catching one of those seemingly very elusive fish, I once again cast 
in. But all my luck seemed to have deserted me, and this time 
I landed the hook right into the middle of a patch of weeds. I 
tugged at it furiously. My friend once again stopped me and with 
a little skilful manipulation o f the rod, freed my hook. He put on 
a fresh maggot and cast in for me. I settled down and after a 
few minutes my float began to move. I was about to “strike” 
when my friend told me to wait until the float was under as the 
fish was only nibbling to see if there was an angler on the other 
end. I waited breathlessly for the fish to bite and sure enough, 
my float went right under. I struck viciously. I had my hook into 
a fish alright, a half-pound roach, but the difficulty was in getting it 
down from the tree ! However I was very proud of my first fish.

K.D. (Ilia)
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FOR PRIVATE HIRE

Jltakemston pro£
THE VALE GARAGE, HIGHBURY ROAD

and

52 COMMERCIAL ROAD, BULWELL
N O T T I N G H A M

PHONES— 27-8109
27-1375

WHATEVER YOUR REQUIREMENTS, HALF-DAY 
DAY OR EXTENDED TOUR WE WILL BE PLEASED 
TO SUBMIT QUOTATIONS



H E N R Y
GRAMMAR

MELLISH
SCHOOL

School Blazers Sizes 5-14
from 77 /6

Grey Flannels Sizes 6-14
from 51/9

School Caps price 9/6
School Ties price 6/11
School Hose 8J from 9/6
Grey Flannel Jacket & Trousers 
Sizes 7-14 from £7 7 0
With Shorts Sizes 5-10

from £3 9 9
Complete Stock of Rugger Jerseys 
in house colours.
Rugger Shorts and Boots
Black School Shoes with Uskhide 
soles in three fittings

2x5J price 45/9 
6x9 price 55/6

With Neolite Soles Sizes
2x5| Price 53/6 
6x9 Price 65/9

Stocked in four different fittings.
Boy’s School Outfitting—
Ground Floor.
You may order by tele
phone with complete 
confidence.

Griffin & Spalding
JL l t d O

N O T T I N G H A M  T e l e p h o n e  45577

J O H N  C L O U G H  ft  S O N  

124 /128  C A N A L  S TRE ET

NOTTINGHAM.


