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HENRY MELLISH G.S. 1st XI, 1956
T . D . Penton (Scorer), P. M . Burrows, A. G. G im son, R. W. Seedhouse, J. A. Dale, G. M . Sm ith, R. G . Lewis, M r. E. A. B urnham . 

D . W . Pauley, C. J. Powell, D . R ippon (C apt.), T h e  H eadm aster, B. H . Jarvis, R. T hom pson, D . S toppard.
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EDITORIAL
At this time, many of the Upper Sixth are seeking admission to 

University. Those who survive the period of work, hope, exasperation 
and mystification involved in this procedure fully deserve their respec
tive places at University. For how beset with troubles is the path to 
Culture ! “Get wisdom ; get understanding” says Solomon, as if 
nothing but one’s own obstinacy stood in the way. But what do we 
find in the search, as the passing years bear us upward to the topmost 
rung of the scholastic ladder ? Elusiveness indeed !

We passed the “Ordinary” obstacle years ago ; the “Advanced” 
hurdle we have stumbled over and now have hopes that the “dreaming 
spires” (or some others) shall be framed in our study windows. We 
write trustingly for entrance, only to find that each of the country’s 
universities contrives to make its faculty requirements and modes of 
application as diverse and incomprehensible as possible. The poor, 
prospective candidate has to fill in forms in duplicate ; produce 
regulation-sized photographs of himself and his birth certificate and 
rack his brains to remember the name of the headmaster at the infant 
school which he attended and many other abstruse details.

When he writes inquiring about application forms, he usually 
receives a supercilious note in reply which may say one of two things : 
that he is too late in applying and so is wasting his time or that he is 
too early in applying and should write again a few months hence. 
Thus he is never quite sure when to apply for admission to a university. 
Should he apply at birth, (by proxy one assumes) “during his anti
penultimate year at school” or “ in March of his penultimate year at 
school, i.e., seven months before he intends to come into residence,” 
or during his last year at school ?

Certainly the variety of the methods of application employed by the 
universities stimulates great mental effort on the part of the prospective 
student, but why do they baffle us so ?

Well, we recall the aura which seemed to surround the intellectuals 
with the tasselled caps, when we were humbler fry. It is evident that 
the hierarchy of Pope’s fleas with “lesser fleas upon their backs to bite 
’em” is an apt analogy here and we must now wait until we have 
emerged into more adult fleahood before we shall do more than “see 
in a glass darkly” .

“Come, Cheer up, my lads ; ’tis to glory we steer” .
R.A.C.B.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
School Captain : 
Vice-Captain : 
Prefects :

Sub-Prefects :

House Captains : 

1st X V  Captain :

D. Leivers 
R. A. C. Bramley
D. J. Alexander; P. M; Burrows; J. A. Fenton; 
A. G. Gimson; B. H. Jarvis; B. Milner; G. 
Nightingale; R. W. Seedhouse; P. L. Taylor; 
D. G. Welsh.
R. T. Ayscough; M. H. Bayliss; S. A. Clark; 
F. E. Clifford; N. Cossons; K. J. Dearman; 
M. Fisher; W. Hall; M. J. Hammersley; P. J. 
Hemmings; J. A. T. Holloway; G. Millns; 
D. J. Mundy; G. Norman; E. Pollard; B. Purdy; 
D. J. Royle; J. Whitley.
Bulkeley—J. A. Fenton Barber—P. L. Taylor
McEwen—D. Leivers Balk—D. J. Alexander
R. A. C. Bramley Vice-Captain A. G. Gimson

SCHOOL NOTES

The School Year, 1956-57, began on 10th September, with 562 boys.
We welcomed to the Staff in September Mr. J. M. Spolton ; he 

replaces Mr. Fraser as Mathematical Master.
We heartily congratulate the four boys, P. J. Hemmings, D. J. 

Metcalf, M. Webster and R. A. C. Bramley who, on the results of the 
G.C.E. Examinations last July, were awarded State Scholarships.

The Endowment Prize for the best General Certificate at Ordinary 
Level will go this year to Rippin T. J. ; he passed in eight subjects.

D. M. Fenn and T. R. Parker, members of Miss Cox, the County 
Musical Adviser’s after-school violin class, are to be congratulated on 
gaining the Royal School of Music’s Grade I Certificate.

Rippon, Jarvis and Gimson played in the Notts. Grammar Schools 
Cricket Trial in July.

Rippon played for the County XI against Notts. Club and Ground 
and took twTo of the three wickets that fell ; Jarvis played for the 
County XI against the Derbyshire G.S. XI.

Parties of Fifth Form Boys visited the following places in July after 
the G.C.E. Examinations :—Boots Pure Drug Co., Beeston, John 
Player and Sons, Ericsson Telephones Ltd., Notts. County Cricket 
Ground, Trent Bridge and the Rolls-Royce Exhibition, Derby.

In the Schools National Athletics Championships at Plymouth in 
July, A. H. Beadsworth represented the County in the Intermediate 
Discus Event and gained a Standard Medal.

Forms Upper and Lower Sixth Arts attended a school matinee of 
Caesar arid Cleopatra at the Playhouse on 9th October, and Form I llb  
on the 5th December to see Ten Little Niggers.

The School Dramatic Society presented Patrick Hamilton’s The 
Duke in Darkness to appreciative audiences on the four evenings, 11th 
to 14th December.
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The First XI Home Cricket Fixtures for 1957 will be played on 
18th May (High Pavement), 25th May (Q.E.G.S., Mansfield) 29th 
May (Loughborough G.S.) 6th July (King’s Sch., Grantham), 13th 
July (O.B.A.), 20th July (Nottm. High School).

The Magazine Committee for this issue consists of Messrs. Adams, 
McCandless, Marshall, Smith, H. K. Butler and R. A. C. Bramley.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines and 
apologise for possible omissions :— The Brunts Magazine, The 
Cestrefeldian, The Gong, The Granthamian, The Humphrey Perkins 
Chronicle, The Mitre, The Mundella Magazine, The Nottinghamian, 
The Pavior, The West Bridgfordian, The Magazine of the Royal College, 
Ceylon.

V A L E T E
V I  U .A . Barnes, W ., Brown, J. F., Davies, A. J., Lewis, R ., R ippon, D.

T oplis, R. G ., M iddleton, A. B.
V I  L .A .  A ddicott, F. J.
V I  U .Sc. Beastall, H . R ., Copley, A. E., M etcalf, D. J., N ew ton, R. V., 

Peberdy, J. F ., Pokorney, M . R., Savage, M . G ., Slater, J. F., 
Stacey, D . E ., W ebster, M ., A lbon, M . FI.

V I  L .S .  Brown, K. J.
V  A . Allan, I . B., Barnes, J. R., Beevers, D . A., Bostock, N . J., Bright, W.,

Clifton, P. A., Coxon, R., Foulger, N . A., G oodm an, P., Hawkins, 
R. A., Lester, J., Parsons, J. H ., Pauley, D . W ., R ippin, T . J., 
Sm ith, B. A., Sm ith, C., W allis, E. L ., W alters, D . S., W ilson, R. W ., 
W ilson, S. W ., W ray, G . A.

V  S .  T u rn er, R. C., Brazier, W . F ., Cadogan, J. T ., H artley, J. A.,
Jones, G . N ., M ee, J. T ., M ason, J. L ., M ort, J. P., Poules, R., 
Sleath, G . S., Sm ith, G . M ., Stanley, W . C., W ardle, A. J., W ass, 
D . M ., W hite, G .,

V  C. Bignall, K ., Clark, G ., Faw cett, R. J., Fox, M . J., G oodburn , J. G .,
Hale, A. R., H ough, D ., Jones, T ., M anning, E. D ., Penton, T . D ., 
Pickersgill, A. E., Price, M . W ., Rowling, A. J., Sherwood, C. D ., 
Thom as, G. J., T hom pson, R., W ard, D ., W est, B., W hitehead, G. 

I V  A . A nnison, C. W ., Shaw, D.
I V  C. S tones, C. G.
I I I  C. G regory, B. J.
I I  C  F letcher, A. P.
I  A  R ichardon, J.

A V E T E
V I L .S .  M ills, J.
I V  B . Reader, B., Sherwood, M . E., Soar, R. A.
I I I  A .  Soar, C. P.
I I  A .  H iggins, D . J., M cN ab, D. G.
I I  B . Jones, A. H.
I I  C. D ear, O.
I  A .  B arrett, M . J., Bassford, R., Baston, P. R., Berdall, M . N ., Bishop

R. J., Bridge, R., Bullock, W . F ., C arrier, J. A., Charles, K. E., 
D eshm ukh D. S., F letcher, R ., Foster, B. G ., Fowkes, D. V., 
G eddes, A. J., Glover, R. M ., G reen, C. F., Hall, R. L ., H erbert, M ., 
H igginbottom , K . F., Johnson, D . F ., Nice, A. W ., Priest, M . F., 
Raynor, D . F ., Reed, R., R ichardson, J., Sm ith, A. E ., Stevenson, P., 
T an tum , R. W ., Taylor, J. V., T o rb e tt, D. J., T itm an , R. B., 
W ightm an, G ., W illiam s, D . F ., W ragg, P. M.

I  B . A tkins, A. T ., Bolton, R., Clarkson, R. V., Cocking, J.A ., C otton, R.,
Dewan, A., Gospel, D ., H eard , R. S. C., H ill, A. R., Jepson, D. J., 
Johnson, S. M ., K ingstone, A. D ., Lee, J. H ., M arrio tt, M . B. R., 
M arshall, R. J., Pace, P. C., Porter, T ., Price, J. F ., R oberts, W. H ., 
Sharp, M . E ., Shaw, B., Tom kiss, FF. J., T ravers, D ., T u rn er, D . T .,
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Varham , J., W hyley, W. V., W igginton, P., W igginton, T . A., 
W infield, C. T ., W iser, P. S.

I  C. Beahan, C. J. R., Clarke, D . O., Collings, G . D ., Cooper, G . E.,
Cooper, P. J., Coxon, D . G ., Dow, J., E lkington, R., Froggatt, J., 
G irvan, C. J., Gow, R. N ., Hazzledine, D . H ., H eathcote, P. N ., 
H obson, D . M ., Johnson, R. T ., Lowe, R. M ., Mellows, R. M ., 
M ills, D ., M orris, R. J., Pallett, B. J., Pearson, C., Ratcliffe, R. A., 
Shepherd, D . W ., Snodin, D . J., Spencer, A, M . W ., Stafford, C. R., 
Stim pson, J . G ., Taylor, P. J., Tom pkin , S. C., W alker, D . R.

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, 1956
In the Oxford General Certificate of Education Advanced Level 

Examination, held in the summer term, the following passed in the num
bers of subjects shown ; the first number denotes passes at Advanced 
Level, the second number passes at Ordinary Level (on A.L. papers) 
Ayscough, R. T . (2, 2); Barnes, W . (3, 0); Beastall, H . R. (3, 0); Bramley, 
R. A. C. (3, 0); Burrows, P. M . (3, 0); Burrows, W . T . (4, 0); Clark, S. A. (2, 1); 
Davies, A. J. (0, 1); Fenton, J. A. (2, 0); Fox, G. H . (3, 0); G im son, A. J. (4, 0); 
Ham m ersley, M . J. (3, O ); H em m ings, P. J. (3, 0); Jarvis, B. H . (2, 1); Leivers, 
D . (3, 0); Lewis, R. (1, 1); M etcalf, D . J. (3, 0); M iddleton, A. B. (2, 1); M ilner,
B. (2, 1); M ilns, D . W . (3, 0); M undy, D . J. (3, 0); N ewton, R. V. (3, 0); 
Peberdy, J. F. (3, 0); Pokorny, M . R. (3, 0); Purdy, B. (3, 0); Rippon, D. (2, 0); 
Savage, M . G . (3,0); Seedhouse, R. W . (3, 0); Slater, J. F. (3, 0); Stacey, D . E. 
(3 ,0 ); Taylor, P. L . (2, 1); Toplis, R, G. (0, 2); W ebster, M . (3, 0); W elsh, D . G. 
(2, 1); W hitley, J. (3, 0).

The following obtained Distinctions :—
H. R. Beastall (Physics); R. A. C. Bramley (G eography); W . T . Burrows, 
(Physics); P. J. H em m ings (Pure M athem atics, A pplied M athem atics and 
Physics); D . Leivers (C hem istry); D . J. M etcalf (C hem istry); B. M ilner 
(H istory); M . W ebster (Chem istry).

The following were awarded State Scholarships :—
Bramley, Hem m ings, M etcalf and W ebster.

The following passed at the Ordinary I_,evel in the numbers of 
subjects shown —
Addicott, F . J. (1); Allan, I. B. (5); Barnes, J. R. (4); Bayliss, M . H . (8); 
Beadsworth, A. H . (4); Beevers, D . A. (2); Bell, J. V. (4); Bignall, K . (4); 
Bostock, N . J. (6); Bramley, R. A. C. (1); Brazier, W. F. (3); Bright, W. (6); 
Brown, T. F. (1); Brown, P. A. (7); Bull, F. W . (1); Cadogan, J. T . (3); 
Clark, G . (3); Clifford, F . E. (2); Clifton, P. A. (1); Copley, A. E. (1); 
Coxon, R. (4); Dale, J. A. (6); D arley, A. (3); D earm an, K. J. (1); E lliott, T . I. 
(5); Faw cett, R. J. (2); Fenton, J. A. (1); F isher, M . (1); Fisher, R. G. (5); 
Ford, B. (3); Foulger, N . A. (5); Fox, M . J. (2); G oddard , G . (5); Goodm an, P. 
(5); G reen, F. G . (3); Hale, A. R. (2); Ham m ersley, M . J. (1); H am m ett,
M . A. (2); Hawkins, R. A. (5); H eald, B. (3); H em m ings, P. J. (1); H ew itt,
C. R. (6); H ough, D . (1); Johnson , G. B. (5); Jones, G . N . (5); K night, A. M . 
(7); Leivers, D . (1); Lester, J. (7); Lewis, R. (1); M anning, E. D . (2); M ason, 
J. L. (6); Mee, J. T . (2) M iddleton , A. B. (1); M illns, G. (8) M ilner, B. (1); 
M ilns, D . W . (1); M oore, D . (S); M oore, R. (2); M orley, T . C. (1); M ort, 
J. P. (7); N ightingale, G . (1); N ix, D . B. (4); Oakland, D . W . A. (5); Pauley,
D . W . (3); Parsons, J. H . (5); Penton, T . D . (3); Pickersgill, A. E. (2); Pontin ,
N . J. (2); Poules, R. (6); Powell, C. J . (4); Price, K . R. (3); Price, M . W . (2); 
Purdy, B. (1); R ichardson, B. P. (4); R ichardson, P. (4); R ippin, T . J. (8); 
Rose, J. V. (3); Rowberry, D . E. (7); Scott, G. J. (6); Seedhouse, R. W . (1); 
Shaw, D . (4); Sherwood, C. D . (4); Sleath, G . S. (7); Sm ith, B. A. (5); 
Sm ith, C. (4); Sm ith, G . M . (3); Sm ith, P. (4); Stanley, W . C. (4); Stevenson,
I. H . (4); S toppard , D . (4); Strong, A. K . (2); T aylor, K . M . (4); Thom as,
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G . J. (3); T hom pson, R. (2); Tom linson, D . E. (4); T u rn e r, R. C. (4); 
U pjohn, P. J. (5); W allis, E. L. (7); W alters, D . S. (6); W ard, D . (1); W ardle, 
A. J. (2); W ass, D . M . (4); W ebster, P. S. (4); W elsh, D . G. (1); W est, B. (1); 
W harm by, D . H . W . (6); W hite, G . (5); W hitehead, G . (3); W hitehead, 
W . K . (3); W idlake, A. E. (1); W ight, R. T . (5); W ilson, R. W . (3); W ilson, 
S. W . (4); W ray, E. A. (5); W right, W . (4).

Form  Prizes:

P.T. and G am es:

Form Prizes:

P.T. and G am es:

Form Prizes:

P.T. and G am es: 
Evans Prize:

Form  Prizes:

Evans P r ize :
P.T. and G am es:

Form Prizes:

W harmby Sw im m ing Cup 
Gant Service Prize:

Form Prizes:

Prize for D ram atics: 

Form  Prizes:

PRIZE LIST 1955-’56
Forms I

M awson, D . F. (7c); Cooper, M . R. (7c); 
Hodgkinson, K. (7c).
Hall, A. C. (Ib);

Forms II
Spencer, C. B. (IIn ); Carson, M . A. (IIn); 
Dawkins, K . (I l a ).
F lint, K. (777);

Form s III
Cham bers, D. ( I l ia ) ;  Noble, H . D . ( I l ia ) ;  
H arrison, R. M . (IH n)
M ay, P. B. ( I l ia )
Richards, P. J. (7777)

Forms IV
W illm ott, F. E. (IV a);  Shaw, D. (IV d);  Bell, 
]. V. (IV a);  T om linson, D . E. (IV a).
Channon, J. R. (IVc)
W alker, G . R. (IVb).

Form s V
Rippin, T . J. (V A );  M ort, J. P. (V S ); Rowberry, 
D. E. (F S ) ;  Brown, P. A. (V S ); W allis, E. I„  
(V A );  W harm by, D. H . W . (V S )

: Fox, M . J. (Vc)
Sm ith, G. M . (U S)
Form s VI low er

N orm an, G . (V ila );  Scothern, J . M . (V ila );  
W idlake, A. E. (V ila );  Clifford, F . E. (V Ils); 
N ightingale, G. (V Ils); Wilcox, G . J. (V Ils) 
Dearm an, K. J. (V Ils)
Form s VI upper
Hem m ings, P. J. (V Ius); W ebster, M . (VIus) 
Burrows, W . T . (V Ius); M etcalf, D . J. (VIus) 
Leivers, D. (V Ius); Bramley, R. A. C. (V lu a )  
M ilner, B. (V lu a );  Seedhouse, R. W. (V illa) 
Brown, J. F. (V lua).
Brown, J. F . (V lua)
R ippon, D. (V lua).
Bames, W . (V lua)

Service P r ize :
Ripley Prize:
N icholson  Cup (Cricket):
H ead P refect’s Prize:
Balk Cup and Chairm an’s 

P rize :

C.S.M.’s Prize:
N aval Section:
Army Section:
R.A.F. Section:
Basic Section:

HOUSE TROPHIES 
Kayser C up (Senior R ugby Football)
O rchard C up (Junior Rugby Football)
O ld Boys C up (Senior Cricket)
H aines Cup (Junior Cricket)

Barnes, W . (V lua). 
Combined Cadet Force

Greene, T .
H em m ings, P. J.
Royle, D . J.
N ewton, R. V.
H ew itt, C. R.

M cEwen House 
Balk House
M cEw en and Balk Houses 
Balk H ouse
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Clifton C up (Senior Athletics)
Norm an C up (Junior Athletics)
Learning C up (Swim m ing)
M em orial C up (Junior House C ham pionship)
H ouston Cup (Senior House C ham pionship)
H u rt Cup (House Cham pionship)

CRICKET
Captain : D. Rippon Vice-Captain : B. H. Jarvis

During the latter part of the season the School XI enjoyed a good 
measure of success. One cannot point out any definite weakness 
in its performances for where the batting has failed, the bowling has 
pulled us through, and vice versa, whereas the fielding has been 
creditably consistent. The end of the season saw the loss of our 
captain, D. Rippon, and both he and his encouraging influence will be 
sadly missed. We all wish him every success.

B.H.J.
13th June v Ashby G.S. (Home) Won by 1 wicket

Ashby: 30 (Rippon 3 fo r  10; Jarvis 5 fo r  12)
School: 31 fo r  9
By very steady bowling and keen fielding the School soon dism issed their 

opponents. However, owing to the dism al failure of our recognised batsm en, 
the  School was alm ost defeated, bu t the  m atch was saved for us by the tense 
fight back of our last wicket pair.
23rd June v West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Drawn

School: 95 (Seedhouse 25; Lewis 34)
W .B .G .S .:  36 fo r  9 (Pauley 3 fo r  9; Jarvis A fo r  10)
Owing to the fine innings of Seedhouse and the m iddle batsm en, Lewis in 

particular, the School obtained a respectable total. T h e  attack was again of 
a high standard  in all departm ents and only tim e robbed us of victory.
30th June v Nottingham High School (Away) Lost

School: 50
High School: 51 fo r  4 (Jarvis 3 fo r  17)
H ad the School’s batting m ade m ore of an impression on the opposing attack, 

this game would have proved exceedingly interesting.
7th July v Brunt’s School (Home) Won by 4 wickets

B runt’s School: 73 fo r  6 dec. (Dale 4 fo r  20)
School: 74 fo r  6 (Gimson 19)
Except for D ale’s accurate bowling the School attack was of a mediocre 

character bu t with caution after an indifferent opening the runs w hich we 
required for victory eventually came.
18th July v Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Away) Drawn

A .N .G .S .:  67 fo r  8 dec. (Jarvis  3 fo r  23)
School: 11 fo r  no wicket*
Any possible interest wras completely taken from this game by the som ewhat 

tedious innings of our opponents against a m erely m oderate School attack.
21st July v Old Boys (Home) Drawn

Old Boys: 121 fo r  5 dec. (Grainger 65; Scott 31)
School: 116 fo r  4 (Jarvis 20; Gimson 44 n.o. ; Burrozvs 22)
T h e  Old Boys soon collected a good score bu t the School replied rapidly and 

forcefully, mainly through an adm irable stand by Burrows and G im son, 
bu t ju st failed to snatch a victory in the closing m inutes of a light-hearted and 
exciting game.
25th July v School Staff

S ta ff  107 (M r. Burnham  45; M r. Dutton  32 n.o. ; Pauley A fo r  10)
School: 86 (M r. Evans 5 fo r  29; M r. Dutton  4 fo r  12)

B arber House 
Balk House 
B arber House 
Balk House 
M cEw en House 
Balk House.

Lost



Consider the Royal Air Force...
. . .  It is not given to beating the big drum. You might forget 
that it led the way with jet aircraft, with radar, with the 
four-engined bomber; that it won the Schneider Trophy 
international speed contest outright, and was first to climb 
over 50,000 ft., or to fly over 11,000 miles in one day. Tech
nically the achievement is staggering—or, as an Englishman 
would put it, “adequate” or “not bad”.

Technical achievement, however, is only part of the 
R.A.F. story. Between 10 July and 31 October, 1940, R.A.F. 
pilots destroyed 1,733 enemy aircraft and defeated Hitler’s 
planned invasion of Britain. Eight years later they helped 
to break the Berlin Blockade, carrying over 350,000 tons of 
desperately needed supplies. For vital tasks like these 
Britain needs a strong, efficient R.A.F. . . . and that is why 
the R.A.F. needs young men who 
can measure up to its standards.

HOW TO BE A TECHNICAL CADET IN THE R.A.F.
The R .A .F . can re ta in  w orld leadership only by  m ain tain ing  a 
corps d'elite o f scientists and  engineers. T h a t is w hy it  offers, to 
su itable candidates, a  U niversity  education  w ith  pay, a  pe rm an 
en t commission, and  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  o f learning to  fly. A qualified 
Officer can, w ith  m axim um  allowances, earn  £1,300 a  year before 
th e  age o f 30, w ith every chance of reaching really  h igh rank . I f  
you are o f  good general education, keen on engineering, 
you should discuss th e  R .A .F . Technical Cadet Scheme 
w ith your Careers M aster o r your p a ren t, or w rite for W.. M 
particu lars to  A ir M inistry  A .R .I (Z .G .A .231), A dastral 'mtxamr  
House, London, W .C .l.
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In  a carefree, enjoyable m atch the  School presented the  Staff w ith a host 
o f opportunities w hich were taken thankfully.

Colours were awarded to—D. Rippon and B. H. Jarvis (re-award). 

SECOND XI
14th July v King’s School, Grantham (Home) Lost

School: 88
K .S .G .:  89 fo r  4 (Severn 3 fo r  26)

21st July v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Drawn
W .B .G .S .:  70 fo r  5 dec. (Severn 3 fo r  10)
School: 63 fo r  6 (Nightingale 18 n.o. ; Foulger 34 n.o.)

UNDER 14 XI
4th July v Southwell G.S. (Home)

School: 80 fo r  8 dec.
Southzcell G .S .:  76 fo r  6 (Jackson 3 fo r  23)

7th July v Brunt’s School (Home)
School: 73 (M ay  19)
B run t’s: 56 (Jackson 5 fo r  10; M a y 4 fo r  15)

12th July v Carlton-le-Willows G.S. (Home)
School: 51 fo r  2 (Reddish 25 n.o.)
Carlton: 47 (Rozvley 4 fo r  8; M arshall 3 fo r  11)

14th July v King’s School, Grantham (Home) 
School: 117 fo r  5 (W right 26; Reddish 24; Elliot 24 n.o. 
K .S .G .:  55 fo r  7 (Rowley 3 fo r  7

Drawn

Won by 17 runs

Won by 4 runs

Drawn 
; Jackson 32 n.o.)

HOUSE MATCHES
Junior

Bulkeley v  M cEwen
Bulkeley : 180 for 5 (Davison 52; R eddish 46)
M cEwen : 52 (Rowley 5 for 12)

B arber v  B alk
Ball : 54 (Elliot 4 for 14)
B arber : 32 (W right 4 for 12)

Final
B ulkeley  v  B alk

Bulkeley : 25 (F lin t 6 for 9; W right 4 for 7)
Balk : 27 for 5

Balk H ouse won th e  Jun io r C ricket C up 
Senior

Bulkeley : 87 (Lewis 35; R ippon 5 for 13)
M cEwen : 88 for 0 (Jarvis 54 no. Burrows 29 no..)

B arber v  B alk
Balk 59 (T hom pson 28; Dale 6 for 20)
Barber : 20 (W ard 5 for 7)

Final
M cEwen v  B alk

Balk : 112 (Powell 26; W ard 42)
M cEwen : 112 (S toppard  31 n .o .; Burrows 23)

T ie  for the  Cham pionship

ATHLETICS
The County Junior and Youths Championships were held this year 

at Balderton, Newark. Despite soggy conditions and an uneven 
track a few records were broken, one of these by A. H. Beadsworth
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in the Youths Discus with a throw of 138 ft. 10 ins. Unfortunately the 
meeting clashed with a school cricket match and this robbed the team 
of a few competitors. However moderate success was achieved by 
those who turned up, namely :
YOUTHS (15-17)
L ong Jum p : B. Purdy (C ounty Standard)
H op, Step & Jump : B. Purdy (C ounty Standard)
Javelin : A. H . Beadsworth 3rd (C ounty Standard)
D iscus : A. H . Beadsworth 1st
H ammer : A. H. Beadsworth 2nd
JUNIOR (17-19)
100 Yds J. A. Fenton, 3rd.
220 Yds : J. A. Fenton, 3rd
Relay : 3rd
880 Yds : J. F . Brown, 2nd— 2m. 3.8s.
Javelin : R. T . Ayscough, 1st
D iscus : R. T . Ayscough, 4 th
H ammer : R. T . Ayscough, 4th
Pole Vault : J. W hitley, 3rd

As a result of the County Schools Sports, three members of the school 
represented the County in the National Championships at Plymouth— 
A. H. Beadsworth, R. T. Ayscough and J. A. Fenton. Of these 
three Beadsworth was the only one who achieved any success, by 
winning a Standard medal in the Intermediate Boys Discus.

J.A.F.

CROSS-COUNTRY RUNNING
Cross-country running has now been established on a firm basis as 

one of the School’s winter sports. At least we have a good team with 
two strongly-packing trios in Royle, Channon, Fisher and Fletcher, 
Smith and Geeson. We have rejoiced in moderate success this term 
although injury prevented a strong team from running against the 
High School on December 8th. Fisher and Channon have run 
consistently well and Channon brought his term’s record to a climax 
recently when he ran excellently over five miles against the High 
School to win in a new record time.

We look forward to more races with both the first and second 
teams next term.

D.J.R.
RESULTS

24th O ct. at Wollaton Park over 3 2 miles.
1st H .M .G .S . 1st Royle, 21 m. 17 s.; 2nd Fisher, 3rd C hannon; 
4th Sm ith ; 5th F letcher; 10th Geeson; 12th Stone— 27 pts.
2nd N ottm U niversity I I I — 52 p ts. W on by 25 pts.

7 th  Nov. at School over 4 miles.
1st H .M .G .S . 1st Royle 21m. 56s.; 3rd Channon, 4th F isher; 7th S m ith ; 
8th F le tcher— 36 pts.
N ottm. H igh School— 43 pts. W on by 7 pts.

21st Nov. at Bestwood over 3 j miles.
1st H igh Pavement G . S.— 31 pts.
2nd H .M .G .S . 3rd R oyle; 4th C hannon; 8th S m ith ; 9th F le tcher; 
11th Geeson— 48 pts. L ost by 17 pts.

8 th  Dec. v. N ottm. H igh S chool, over 5 miles. Away.
1st team  lost by 24 pts. C hannon 1st.
2nd team  lost by 6 p ts. Perfect 1st.
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SWIMMING
There have been no swimming matches since the last issue of the 

magazine.
The swimming club was re-formed at the beginning of the school year 

and about 30 boys were invited to join. The attendance was good 
at first but towards the end of last term there was a noticeable decrease, 
due to the G.C.E. exams and the school play. It is intended to start 
training next term for swimming matches yet to be arranged. It is 
also intended to coach as many boys as possible for the Bronze 
Medallion of The Royal Life Saving Society.

R.T.A.

ROWING
30th June Boston Regatta

Only the first crew  were entered. D rew  D erby R.C. in the 1st round and 
won by 3 lengths. L ost in next round  by 1 k Is. to St. Neots, the  eventual 
w inners.
18th July Ball Cup Stratford 

1st Crew lost by Id  Is. to  H ereford C athedral School and 2nd crew  lost by 
2 lengths to  Deacons School.

T h e  officials th is year are :—  Captain— R. T . Ayscough; Vice-Captain— 
M . J. Ham m ersley, Secretary— A. M . K night.

Crews chosen as follows: 
1 st Crew 2nd Creiv 3rd Crew

Bow J. W hitley S. A. Clark S. Barber
2 M . J. Ham m ersley G. Wilcox J. H . Stevenson
3 W . Hall D. B. N ix D. Cowlishaw
Stroke R. T . Ayscough A. M . K night K. D earm an
Cox P. J. Mayfield G . B rett D . Mawson

The 1st crew became members of Nottm. Britannia R.C. to enable 
them to do more training.

The 2nd crew have improved recently and it is hoped that the 
3rd crew will also show some improvement.

The 1st crew have joined with Mundella 1st crew to row in an eight 
with a view to rowing in the Schools Head of the Thames.

R.T.A.

RUGBY FOOTBALL
The form of the 1st XV this season has been most unpredictable. 

When matched with strong opposition the team has played good 
Rugby with the forwards and backs combining well in attack and 
defence. There have, however, been some lapses in form and as a 
result matches which should have been won convincingly have only 
just been saved. The failure of the team on these occasions has been 
due to a lack of cohesion in the forwards and faulty handling accom
panied by slow powers of recovery in the backs.

The prospects for the rest of the season are very promising if the 
team can only show a little more consistency. The scrummaging at 
the moment leaves much to be desired and the backs need more practice 
to perfect their co-ordination in attack. If these faults can be rectified
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then the potential scoring power of the team will be converted into 
reality. The team has shown a marked improvement in defence, the 
tackling has been more determined and the marking and covering has 
improved throughout the season.

Early in November we lost the services of M.H. Albon when 
he left school. He has been a tireless player and a fine opportunist and 
we wish him every success with the Old Boys’ R.F.C.

R.A.C.B.
' 26th Sept, v The Old Boys {Home) Won 11-5

T h e  School beat the O ld Boys for the first tim e since 1948. In  ideal 
conditions the  School pressed hard right from  the kick-off and by ha lf tim e had 
scored 11 points as a result of good constructive football. T h e  Old Boys 
fought back in the  second half bu t despite the  line out suprem acy they could 
only reply w ith a try  by Sm art w hich Jackson converted.
29th Sept, v Nottingham High School {Home) Lost 5-9

T h e  School fought back well after conceding 9 points in the  first 10 m inutes 
through lax m aiking. In  the second half the School forwards were on top and 
when G im son scored a try  (converted by Beadsworth) the  School had a chance of 
w inning which was squandered through lack of unity  in the forwards and the 
failure of the  threes to make use of w hat opportunities they  were given.
13th Oct. v Welbeck College 2nd (Away) Drawn 8-8

T h e  School were unlucky not to  w in th is m atch. A fter conceding an 
early try  the forwards and backs com bined well and by playing fast open football 
they  kept W elbeck in their own half for m ost of the second half. D espite 
m any good com bined attacks the  School failed to  equalize un til the  last m inute.
17th Oct. “A” XV v Southwell Minster G.S. (Home) Won 11-9

T h e  forward play was ragged and the handling am ongst the  backs was poor. 
By taking every opportun ity  given them  the  Southwell team  nearly forced a win, 
bu t a scram bled try  near the end gave the School an undeserved victory.
24th Oct. v High Pavement G.S. (Away) Lost 8-16

T h e  School lost this game m ainly due to the inability of the th ree-quarters 
to check the fast Pavem ent backline. T h e  forw ards’ play im proved as the 
game w ent on despite playing for m ost o f the second half w ithout W alker. 
In  possession, the  backs were no t all at impressive, their handling was poor and 
their running anaemic.
27th Oct. v  Alderman Newton’s School (Home) Won 11-9

T h is  was a disappointing perform ance. T h e  forwards did no t play together 
and the backs lacked any real th ru st. T h e  fact that two of N ew ton’s tries 
came from  kick and rush  dribbles emphasized the  poor covering of the School 
team. E nding the  game with 14 m en the  School took the  lead for the first tim e 
when Beadsworth converted A lbon’s last m inute  try.
10th Nov. v Kings School, Grantham (Home) Won 17-0

T h e  tries in  this m atch came on the  few occasions when the forwards played 
together and through quick heeling enabled the threes to catch the K ing’s 
School defence on the w rong foot. I f  the forwards had shown better sustained 
team work then  the score would have been m uch higher.
14th Nov. v High Pavement G.S. Drawn 3-3

T h e  School was soon in arrears following a lucky try  b u t M illns equalized 
w ith a penalty  goal. Playing against the  w ind in the second half the School 
forwards, w ith Jarvis outstanding, kept the ball close and to a great extent 
prevented Pavem ent from  using their threes. T h e  School th ree-quarters 
backed the forwards up well w ith their tenacious m arking and strong tackling.
21st Nov. v Nottingham University “B” (Away) Lost 9-11

A fter holding the lead th roughout m ost of this fast open game the School 
found them selves in arrears near the end following a fine break by the U niversity 
fly-half. D espite a fierce last rally the  School could no t regain the  lead.
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24th Nov. v Newark Magnus Grammar School (Away) Lost 0-3 
T h e  School came near to scoring in the  first m inute bu t the N ew ark defence 

held. F rom  then  on th e  game became a fast, keen end-to-end struggle. Newark 
took the  lead in the second half w hen F isher was beaten by the  bounce in a 
race for the  touchdow n. D espite  subsequent pressure the  school ju st failed 
to equalize.
1st Dec. v West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Won 6-3

A fter an impressive start the School were lucky to hold their three point 
lead. T h e  forwards seemed to  fall away and the backs allowed their W est 
Bridgford counterparts too m uch room  in w hich to move. N ear the  end the 
School began to com bine a little bette r bu t no t well enough to  make the result 
really conclusive. T u rn er, in his first game, was outstanding at w ing forward.

Second XV
Sept. 26th, v. H um phrey Perkins 1st XV  (Home)
Sept. 29th, v. N ottingham  High School 2nd XV (Away) 
Oct. 13th, v. W elbeck College 3rd X V  (Away)
Oct. 20th v. W est Bridgford G .S. 2nd XV  (Home)
Oct 24th v. H igh Pavem ent G .S. 2nd X V  (Home)
Nov. 10th v. K ing’s School, G ran tham  2nd XV (Away) 
Nov. 14th v. H igh Pavem ent G .S . 2nd XV (Away)
Nov. 24th v. Newark M agnus G .S . 2nd XV (Away)

U nder 15 XV
Sept. 26th v. H um phrey  Perkins School (Home)
Sept. 29th v. N ottingham  H igh School (Home)
Oct. 13th v. H igh Pavem ent School (Home)
Nov. 10th v. K ing’s School (Hom e)
Nov. 17th, v. W est Bridgford G .S . (Home)
Nov. 24th v. New ark M agnus G .S. (Home)
Dec. 1st v. L oughborough G .S. (Home)
Dec. 8th v , H igh Pavem ent G .S . (Away)
Dec. 15th, v. W est Bridgford G .S . (Away)

U nder 14 XV
Sept. 29th v . N ottingham  High School (Away)
Oct. 13th v. W est Bridgford G .S . (Away)
Oct. 17th, v. Southwell M inster G .S . (Home)
Oct. 27th, v. A lderm an N ew ton’s School (Home)
Nov. 10th, v. K ing’s School (Away)
Nov. 24 v. Newark M agnus G .S . (Home)
Dec. 1st, v. L oughborough G .S . (Home)
Dec. 15th, v . H igh Pavem ent (Away)
U nder 13 XV
Nov. 8th v. N ottm . H igh School (Away)
Nov. 29th v. H igh Pavem ent (Away)

Lost 6-9 
Lost 0-16 
Lost 3-17 
Lost 3-18 

L ost 6-8 
W on 6-3 

L ost 0-11 
L ost 0-3

W on 40-0 
W on 41-0 
W on 12-3 
W on 20-0 

W on 6-5 
W on 9-0 

W on 12-8 
Lost 8-17 
W on 13-0

W on 18-13 
Lost 6-8 

Lost 6-14 
D raw n 6-6 
W on 19-3 

D raw n 3-3 
D raw n 9-9 

LostO-17

Lost 3-13 
W on 9-6

COMBINED CADET FORCE
The Contingent re-formed again in September with 156 Cadets, 

made up of—R.N. Section, 30 Cadets ; Army Section 47 Cadets ; 
R.A.F. Section 35 Cadets ; Basic Section 44 Cadets

The Unit is fortunate in having the same Officer and Instructor 
strength as last year.

For the first time, the Contingent has an official Royal Artillery 
Section with two gun crews. Although the training has been on 
4.2 inch mortars the Section now has its own 25-pounder and full 
equipment on which to carry out its training in the future. The
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Section is fortunate in being trained by Staff Instructors from 350th 
(Robin Hood Foresters). At half term 6 Officers and 51 Cadets 
spent a training weekend at 12 W.E.T.C., Proteus Park, near Ollerton. 
'This time the camp was blessed in the main with fine weather and it 
was a most enjoyable and useful period of training. These periods 
of training are probably the most useful activities of the year, as all 
sections take part and valuable leadership experience is obtained. It 
is hoped the War Office will allow the unit to hold at least three such 
camps each year.

ROYAL NAVAL SECTION
At Half-term 21 Cadets with their Section Officer visited H.M.S. 

Blackcap, R.N.A.S. Stretton. The training included tours of the 
Air Maintenance Hangars, Control Tower and the Ground Control 
Approach Unit. Unfortunately the Dominie Aircraft were un
serviceable and so flying was not possible but the Cadets enjoyed the 
firing of rockets and Verey Lights instead.

During the term 7 Able Seamen have passed the Proficiency Test, 
Part I and 14 Ordinary Seamen have passed the Examination for 
Able Seamen and were ‘rated up’ by the Contingent Commander on 
6th December, 1956.

M. W. N. Smith, a former Cadet, was one of the crew of the 
Moyanna which won the Torbay to Lisbon sailing race in August 
and later sank in the English Channel on the way home. He is at the 
Southampton School of Navigation.

The Section Signal Mast is now more or less complete and func
tional.

The Section was pleased to receive a visit from the Naval Member, 
Joint Cadet Executive, Commander S. Mack.

ARMY AND BASIC SECTION
The Annual Certificate “A” Examinations were held the final week 

of the last Summer Term. In Part I, 62 Candidates entered, 55 
passing (C. R. Hewitt obtaining a Credit). In Part II, 29 Candidates 
were examined, 26 passing, J. Bell obtaining a Credit.

This year’s Annual Training was at Buckenham Tofts in Norfolk, 
50 Cadets, with Lt. H. Lovett and 2nd Lt. W. Bow attending from 
31st July to 7th August 1956. Unfortunately the very bad weather 
experienced during this period spoiled much of the training. The 
Suez Crisis also disrupted the Camp as the Artillery Unit was called 
away, and the Camp had to close a day early. The Brigade running 
the Camp did everything possible to make it a success and every 
credit is due to them. Lt. Id. Lovett took over the Artillery Training 
in the Camp, and 6 Cadets were successful in obtaining Certificate “T ” 
Part II.

R.A.F. SECTION
The normal classroom activities have been carried out preparing a 

number of Cadets for the Proficiency and Advanced Certificates this 
December.
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Again this year Annual Training took place at R.A.F. Honington 
in Suffolk. The weather and the Suez Crisis both interfered with the 
training and resulted in very few Cadets having any flying.

A strong contingent of the Section attended the Camp at 12 W.E.T.C. 
Proteus Park at half-term. The R.A.F. Cadets acquitted themselves 
very well in all the training and felt that these periods of training are 
of great value.

Cadet D. Moore obtained his “B” Gliding Certificate at Kirton-in- 
Lindsey.

Flying Officer D. McIntyre, an ex-Cadet, now in the R.A.F. took 
part in operations in Canberras during the Suez Crisis. He is now 
fully ‘operational’. Cadets D. Noon and M. Murden are now in their 
last year at R.A.F. College Cranwell and R.A.F. College Henlow 
respectively and are doing well.

The Section regrets the decision of F/Sgt. Albon to leave school 
this term as he has served the unit very well. We wish him success 
in his chosen career.

THE SCHOOL PLAY
From the London of the war years (the scene of last year’s play 

The White Carnation) we went back this year nealy 400 years in time 
and crossed the Channel to France for the scene and time of our play, 
The Duke in Darkness, presented by the Dramatic Society in the 
School Hall from December 11th to the 14th. It is the story of the 
Duke of Laterraine and his faithful servant Gribaud, who have been 
imprisoned by the rival Duke of Lamorre for 15 years so that Gribaud’s 
mind has suffered intermittent attacks of madness. The play turns 
on their attempts to escape, and to deceive their captors the Duke has 
pretended to be blind—The Duke in Darkness. In the end the Duke 
escapes, owing largely to Voulain’s help (Gribaud has had to be put 
out of his misery).

The success of the play depends on the Duke of Laterraine, for 
besides being the character around whom the play revolves, he 
is on the stage for all but five minutes. W. Wright was the duke, 
“and a very good Duke too” , as Gilbert would say. He expressed 
feelingly all the varied moods of the Duke ; he was firm and tender in 
turn with the sick Gribaud, refused to be browbeaten by Voulain, 
showed keen contempt for the ‘womanish’ D’Aublaye, gave a verbal 
thrashing to Lamorre, and was overcome with his grief at Gribaud’s 
death. He may be said to have lived the part most imaginatively.

The most succesful of the actors, though, in our opinion was P. S. 
Webster as the mad servant, Gribaud. His rantings and ravings were 
very convincing. His sobbings and sufferings after his sudden 
outbursts endeared him to us all, and we felt a keen pang of sorrow as 
and after he drank out of the ‘red jug’.

J. F. Mills brought life to Voulain, a minor hero-type—dashing, 
debonair, scheming, and cleverly tricking Lamorre—the type of



Sixteen THE CENTAUR

‘Middle Ages’ character that boys would have liked to be, and that 
girls would have swooned over !

J. V. Bell was good as the villain of the piece, the Duke of Lamorre. 
He may have lacked inches but he accorded with most people’s con
ception of a bad Duke ;—a little on the fattish side, a rather brusque 
voice, blaming others when things went wrong, and a hard drinker. 
M. F. Swingler as the Count D’Aublaye, Lamorre’s accomplice, was 
good too, and although on the stage for a short time only, managed to 
give the required impression of a fop. C. S. Overton was Marteau, 
one of Lamorre’s men, and he very successfully gave the interpretation 
of being uncomfortable whenever the Duke was about.

The grey-haired, round-shouldered, and humble servant Brulart, 
was convincingly played by P. Richardson, and although not having 
much to say or do, he really “acted” the part well.

Nor were the “trappings” lacking to do justice to the good acting. 
The costumes, furniture, pewter dishes, and log fire etc. etc., gave the 
right 16th century atmosphere, and a stone tower, from which hung 
two most realistic and beautiful tapestries of stag-hunting, was very 
well portrayed by skilful scene painting. The backroom boys enjoyed 
themselves with every lighting effect imaginable ; rain, wind, thunder 
and lightning found their places too—and at the correct time ! In 
this connection space must be found for plaudits for the “theme music” 
which introduced the Acts, accompanied Gribaud’s death, and empha
sised the climax.

There can be nothing but praise for the success that attended such 
team-work, in which each subordinated himself for the general good.
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The cast was as follows :—
Gribaud . .  . . P. S. W ebster The Duke o f Laterraine W . W right
Voulain . .  . . J. F. M ills Brulart . . P. R ichardson
M arteau  . . C. G . O verton The Duke o f Lamorre J. V. Bell
Count D 'Aublaye  M . F. Swingler Grassin . . . . G . M illns
Roubot . .  . . A. Darlev Dubois . . . . . . B. Heald

P.J.U.

CAESAR AND CLEOPATRA
To celebrate the George Bernard Shaw Centenary the Nottingham 

Playhouse company presented his Caesar and Cleopatra and the Sixth 
Form (Arts) saw the first matinee on 9th October.

The play is concerned with Caesar’s handling of the Ptolemy- 
Cleopatra, brother-sister, husband-wife and King-Queen situation 
when he is in Egypt seeking payment for Roman assistance in Egyptian 
national affairs.

David Phethean played Caesar magnificently. After an uncertain 
start he went on to portray Caesar as a conquering, forgiving, intellectual 
and flippant Latin, filling the part which Shaw had created to its utmost 
extent. Rufio played by Bernard Kay was a wonderful example of the 
Roman mercenary soldier, his philosophy being that if one kills all 
one’s enemies after defeating them they will be unable to oppose one 
again. Bernard Kay with his deep crisp voice and abrupt manner 
played the part with great conviction. Greville Hallam acted extremely 
well as Apollodorus, a man of great intellectual ability who fights 
solely for the sake of honour. Mavis Edwards played Ftatateeta, a 
small black demon of a woman, who was Cleopatra’s nurse (and private 
assassin) with great verve and rather overshadowed her mistress 
played by Ruth Meyers. In the Playhouse production of Moliere’s 
School for Wives Miss Meyers had played the part of Agnes, a simple, 
vacant, ignorant but beautiful girl, extremely well. In playing the 
part of Cleopatra, a beautiful girl gradually growing to maturity I 
feel that she was inadequate.

The settings by Voytek were extremely good. They were simple 
and symbolic, yet somehow realistic, providing an impressive back
ground to the play.

The production over-reached itself however at times. The sight of 
Apollodorus and a flimsy mast and sail travelling across the back of 
the stage, supposedly on an unseen boat propelled by an unseen 
boatman was not at all effective. Later Caesar dropped a bag of 
documents into the sea at the back of the stage only to have a bucket 
of water returned to him by some supposed submarine comic. This 
slapstick amused both Caesar and the audience intensely, but this I 
think was not the intended effect. When, a little later, Apollodorus, 
Caesar and Rufio climbed a rope and dived into the unseen water in 
quick succession the play reached the peak of absurdity.

The production was marred by a number of such discrepancies but 
the individual performances of David Phethean, Bernard Kay and 
Greville Hallam were magnificent and quite compensated for these
failings- R.A.C.B.
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TEN LITTLE NIGGERS
This play was seen at the Playhouse by Form I llb  and may be said 

to have contained everything that is typical of Agatha Christie in 
one of her inspired moments. Ten people are brought together on to 
an island under false pretences by a Mr. U. N. Owen (Unknown) and 
then an announcement is made to them that they cannot escape from 
the island and are each on trial for causing someone’s death at some 
time. After two of the guests had been killed it became obvious that 
the murderer was one of the guests and that the deaths were in the order 
of the rhyme of the ten little niggers. When each of the characters, 
all of them being different but clearly defined types, realise that 
death is imminent, the interesting facts of their personalities are laid 
bare before the audience as the reaction to impending death and the 
pangs of conscience become apparent. It would be reading too much 
into a thriller to interpret the maniacal Judge as the representative of 
Justice even though the two survivors of his homicidal madness are the 
only characters with no degree of guilt preying on their consciences.

The production itself was excellent and the acting in every case 
faultless, but special mention should be made of outstanding portrayals 
by Bernard Kay of Captain Tombard, the adventure-seeking man of 
the world and John Grout who played the part of a blustering self 
important ex-policeman with vigour and flatfootedness. Voytek 
designed an excellent set, as is his custom and the lighting and 
sound effects—most important in a thriller—were beyond reproach. 
A gentleman standing at the back gave a fair indication of the quality 
of the production when he said after the show, “ I know the play very 
well, but I have never seen a better production” .

P.L.T. (V I U.A.)

THE AMERICAN HIGH SCHOOL
(an impression after a year's experience in one)

After having attended American High School for a year, it becomes 
dear that the object and methods of U.S. secondary education are 
manifestly different from those of Britain. Which of the two is 
superior is a question that is controversial, complex and unanswerable 
except by time.

The aims of an American High School are threefold. Firstly, it 
aims at teaching its students to become able and thoughtful citizens. 
Classes in “American Government” are an integral part of the curricu
lum in every High School, and no student may receive his diploma on 
leaving, unless he has studied “American History” for two years. 
These two subjects instil a deep appreciation of, and sense of 
responsibility towards the democracy established by their forefathers.

Secondly, a tremendously broad array of subjects is offered. This 
is due to the fact that the American High School is what we term a 
comprehensive school. A boy may perhaps, want to become an 
accountant. Accordingly, a course in business accountancy is provided.
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For the 25 per cent who do go on to university there is no specialisation 
of the English Sixth Form type. It is considered more beneficial to 
give a wider background for the university lecturers to build on.

Thirdly a great deal of importance is paid to the development of culture. 
The American High School orchestras, brass bands and choirs are 
amazingly good and devoid of any amateur inhibitions. The drawings, 
paintings and sculpture produced are wonderfully skilful. The 
important point is that a student talented in any of these directions is 
taken just as seriously as the brilliant mathematician. No shadowy 
stigma surrounds the schoolboy who has the audacity to play a violin 
with enthusiasm and ability.

Of course, there are faults in the system. Some students slip quietly 
through school taking what are termed ‘snap’ (easy) courses, and still 
receive a diploma at the end of their four years, and the more intelligent 
student often does not progress as rapidly as he should, and wants to 
progress.

Nevertheless, there are numerous ideas and methods worthy of very 
serious consideration by British school authorities.

D.J.A.
BADMINTON CLUB

The club has now been formed a year and can boast of a full and 
active membership with badminton fast becoming one of the school’s 
major sporting activities. At the moment funds are sufficient to 
provide proper equipment and two nights’ play a week, with table 
tennis as a popular subsidiary game.

Two matches have so far been played, and although success has been 
lacking, valuable experience has been gained. The first match was 
played on 9th November against our own Old Boys’ Club when we 
lost 3 - 6 : nevertheless an encouraging start for our new team. The 
second match was played at Greasley with Greasley Badminton Club 
as our opponents which we again lost 2 - 7 ,  although the number of 
points was fairly close.

The team has improved considerably since its formation a few 
months ago, and if the present progress continues, we can look 
to the future with confidence.

G. N. (V I U.A.)

COUNCIL FOR EDUCATION IN 
WORLD CITIZENSHIP

There was a C.E.W.C. Conference held on 17th November in 
West Bridgford Grammar School. The subject of the conference was 
“The Crisis in the Middle East” . Surprisingly enough only one 
speaker was available—Col. Ewan McKinnon who gave two talks 

(i) The historical background and (ii) The immediate crisis.
The conference included discussion groups, and the debate “That 

this House supports the Government’s recent action in the Middle 
East”, which was carried. The conference, as usual, ended with a 
social.
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This Sixth Form was very poorly represented at the conference, 
and it is to be hoped that larger numbers will attend the next con
ference—to be held here towards the end of March.

P.J.H.

THE CHESS CLUB
This term has been rather a mixed one; whereas the teams have 

played with success, attendances at club meetings have been lower 
than in previous years. Meetings are held in the Art Room during 
the dinner hour on Tuesdays and Fridays. It is hoped that tournaments 
will be held early in the new year and this will we hope, increase our 
numbers.

The results of matches played, so far, are :
Junior Team Senior Team

(a) v  N ottingham  H igh School 3-3 (a) v  M undella 3-1*
( h ) r  Player School 5-1 (h )v  H ugh Stew art H all 2£-3£
(a) v M undella G .S . 4-1*
* where the aggregate does not total six some games have yet to be adjudicated.

P.J.H.

THE CHRISTIAN UNION
As a number of first-formers have joined us, this term’s atten

dances have often exceeded thirty boys. We opened with a meeting at 
which we welcomed for the second time the Rev. W. H. Wragg, B.A. 
of Hucknall ; he gave us an enlightening talk on ‘The Trinity’. The 
chairman was D. J. Royle. This was followed by a visit from a 
Methodist minister, the Rev. F. C. Cram, who had been a missionary in 
China for many years. Under the chairmanship of A. K. Strong, 
he gave a very encouraging talk on ‘The Church In China’.

A hike into Derbyshire arranged by West Bridgford G.S. was a 
feature of the half term holidays and a few of our members attended. 
A discussion evening terminated the term’s activities.

We are always pleased to welcome new members and we look 
forward to even larger attendances next term.

D.J.R.

THE GYM CLUB
Although this club has been fairly active this term, there is a need 

for more support, especially from the senior school. All the activities 
of the club are voluntary and have the aim of improving boys’ own 
personal gymnastics and agility by practising movements which are 
beyond the scope of the normal gym lesson.

It is to be hoped that next term there will be a greatly increased 
membership to enable a gymnastic display to be produced next spring.

P.R.

JAZZ APPRECIATION SOCIETY
This Society, limited to the Sixth Form, was founded in September 

with T. Elliot, R. Ayscough and D. Rowberry as committee. The 
first programme was by T. Elliot—a short history of jazz with records
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of the more important musicians, covering the New Orleanist cornet 
player Joe “King” Oliver, who made jazz records in 1923, through the 
swing era of Benny Goodman in the ’thirties to the present modern 
jazz idiom, ably demonstrated by “Shorty” Rogers.

Other programmes were by R. Ayscough on mainstream jazz ; by 
G. Goddard on the illustrious career of the great “Satchmo” and 
by A. Knight on the British jazz scene.

The club hopes to take on a new lease of life after Christmas with 
members’ record collections increased by their parents’ generosity.

G.G. (V IL .A .)

THE LITERARY CLUB
The annual dinner was held at the Flying Horse Hotel, Nottingham, 

on Wednesday, 25th July. Attendance was gratifyingly large and 
members provided their own after-dinner entertainment, which 
included demonstrations of Russian dancing and golf ; “a good time 
was had by all !”

This term has been one of considerable activity : membership has 
been at its maximum and we have pursued a programme of random 
play-reading and discussion. Plays read, in part or whole, include 
The Lark, a new interpretation of the story of Joan of Arc by Jean 
Anouilh ; Summer and Smoke by Tennessee Williams ; The Alchemist, 
Ben Jonson’s famous comedy ; and G. B. Shaw’s tragedy, The Doctor's 
Dilemma.

We now look forward eagerly to next term’s programme or, as Milton 
might put it, “to fresh woods and pastures new”.

D.G.W.

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Meetings of the Society are held regularly on Fridays after school 

and we cordially invite more members of the upper part of the school. 
N. Cossons gave a talk at the beginning of term on “ Early 
British Postage Stamps” , which talk he illustrated with some of the 
original 1840 issues of the ‘Penny Blacks’ and ‘Penny Reds’. This 
proved to be extremely interesting and attracted a large attendance. 
In future the society will purchase a monthly magazine for members’ 
benefit and also hopes to arrange an outing.

B.M.

HOUSE NOTES
BULKELEY HOUSE

The House seems to be maintaining its average position in the inter
house competitions. In the Athletics sports we were placed third in 
both sections. The Senior Cricket, however, was disappointing, the 
team being heavily defeated by McEwen House in the first round. 
The Juniors were both encouraging and disappointing; having beaten 
McEwen House in the first round by 120 runs, they were soundly 
defeated in the final by Balk House by 5 wickets.
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The first round in the Senior Rugby competition has been played 
and in this match our team, greatly lacking in members of Senior 
School teams, showed surprising form by keeping the score down to 
14-3  when losing to the far stronger Barber House team. We hope 
for better results in the remaining two matches.

J.A.F.

BARBER HOUSE
At the end of last year the Senior Cricket XI were soundly beaten in 

the first round of the Senior Cricket Competition but were redeemed 
by the Junior XI who, having reached the final, were narrowly defeated 
by Balk House.

This year, with the Rugby House Matches not yet played, the 
prospects in the Senior division look brighter. The Senior Rugby XV 
have already defeated Bulkeley House and look forward confidently to 
their impending match with Balk House. Unfortunately the Junior 
XV was defeated very narrowly by Bulkeley House. Nevertheless 
we look, forward with hope and confidence.

P.L.T.

McEWEN HOUSE
Since the last magazine McEwen House has been fairly successful 

in sport, but with some disappointments.
In Cricket, the seniors, although fielding a much stronger side than 

Balk’s in the final, only just managed to achieve a tie (thanks mainly to 
Barnes and Stoppard). The Juniors suffered a crushing defeat in 
their first match against Bulkeley.

Senior Rugby is progressing well ; having beaten Balk’s strong team, 
we have every confidence in the coming games. The Juniors also 
did well to gain a victory over Balk House in a good match.

We look to the future with confidence in all aspects of sport, expecting 
to continue McEwen’s good, all-round record of the past years.

D.L.

BALK HOUSE
The House excelled itself on the cricket field last summer, winning 

the Junior House Championship and tying with McEwen House for 
the Senior title. In the Senior match against a very formidable McEwen 
team, Powell and Ward batted admirably and Smith joined Ward in 
dismissing such 1st XI stalwarts as Burrow's and Gimson. The 
Juniors defeated every opponent, Flint giving a most proficient all
round performance.

House Rugby got off to a disappointing start last term, as both our 
Senior and Junior teams were beaten by McEwen House. The 
hopes placed in the Senior House backs were thwarted by the intelligent 
play of McEwen House forwards which kept the game very tight. 
However, if the Balk House forwards follow Turner’s energetic 
example we can win our two remaining matches.

D.J.A.
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THE PARENT-STAFF ASSOCIATION
The meeting of the First Forms’ Parents on September 19th was 

very well attended. The President, Mr. A. E. Clark, spoke briefly 
about the aims of the Association, and the Headmaster spoke about the 
School.

On September 27th, two debates were held with the Brincliffe 
Parent-Teacher Association. Both were proposed by our Association. 
The first, “That modern life is too highly organised” was rejected, and 
the second, “That the manners of the modern child are to be deplored” , 
was approved.

About 400 parents and boys attended a Brains Trust on “University 
Life” which was held on October 23rd. The panel w as:— 
Dr. Joan Fuller, (Nottingham University) ; Mr. B. L. Hallward 
(Vice-Chancellor, Nottingham University) ; Dr. S. Holgate, (Secretary 
of Durham Colleges) ; Mr. D. M. Jackson, (Oxford University) ; 
Mr. N. H. Marshall (Vice-President, Cambridge Union). The 
Question Master was the Headmaster. This was one of the most 
successful meetings of the Association and the attendance was a 
record.

On November 8th, Dr. W. Alexander gave an address on, “Auto
mation in Industry” . His talk was illustrated with a film, “Structural 
Steel at your Finger Tips” .

Meetings arranged for the Spring Term.
February 20th “The Place of My Subject in the School Curriculum”. 
Mr. E. A. Burnham (Games) ; Mr. F. J. Sutherland (Physical Educa
tion).
March 14th Annual General Meeting.

R.McC.

OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
News of Old Boys

R. S. Foster (’30-’38): has been appointed chaplain and lecturer at 
Fourah Bay College, Sierra Leone.

D. W. Bonser (’43-’48) : was married in the summer to Miss Julia 
Marriott Sumner at Bunny. J A Bonser (’44-’49) was the best man 
and D Smart (’44-’49) one of the groomsmen. Congratulations to 
the happy couple who now live at Rugby where the bridegroom took 
up a post as a chartered accountant.

J. S. Gregory (’32-’37): is on the staff of the Bramcote Hills Secondary 
Modern School.

D. L. Bromhead (’46-’53) and R. L. Fisher (’48-’53) both gained 
B.Sc. (Hons.) in Mechanical Engineering.

C. Good (’31-’38): a former member of the Old Boys’ Committee 
is now Headmaster of the Army Secondary School, Gillendea Barracks, 
Singapore.

K. Buck (’39-’44) :a member of the Old Boy’s Committee became the 
father of a daughter, Hilary Ann, on June 4th 1956. Congratulations 
to Keith and Joan.
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D. F. Beeston (’41-’46):a stalwart of the Rugby Club became the 
father of a son, on August 20th 1956. Congratulations to Don and 
Mavis.

J. F. Brown (’48-’56): is now doing his National Service in Germany; 
at Normanton Barracks he won the Recruit’s Light-heavy-weight 
Boxing Championship ! He plays regularly for the Old Boys’ XV.

M. J. Buxton (’48-’55) : is doing his National Service and was 
commissioned to the South Staffordshire Regiment, now with the 
1st Battalion in Cyprus.

C. R. Jackson (’46-’51): a former member of the Old Boys’ Commit
tee, is with the Navy in the Mediterranean and took part in the 
“Canal” business where he received an injury to his leg when heavy 
seas swamped the deck during re-fuelling.

J. B. Godfrey (’47-’54): is with the R.A.S.C. in Germany.
J. F. Peberdy (’49-’56): is reading Botany at King’s College, 

Newcastle.
R. J. Brunswick (’54-’55): is now on a regular engagement with the 

Intelligence Corps at Chester.
M. Murden (’47-’54): is a cadet at the R.A.F. Technical College, 

Henlow.
D. A. Stephenson (’51-’54): was appointed Accountant to the 

East African Forestry Commission last February and is now in Muguga, 
Kenya.

J. C. Richards (’40-’45): is now serving with the Hampshire County 
Council at Winchester.

C. Cresswell (’44-’51): a life member of the Assqciation is employed 
by the Associated Ethyl Company as a technical officer.

This company manufactures the anti-knock compound which is 
put in petrol.

P. W. Ebling (’46-’53): obtained a B.Sc. in Chemistry at Durham 
University and is now doing his National Service in a Royal Engineers’ 
Bridging Unit at Christchurch.

R. Wiltshire (’45-’51): is doing his National Service in the R.A.F., 
as an Officer Cadet, training to be a navigator ; he is going to Canada 
shortly for further training.
LETTERS FROM OLD BOYS

Brief letters from Old Boys gave the following news :
Alan Hart (’43-’48): is living at Luton.
R. Hadfield (’41-’49) became a life member and is teaching at a 

public school in Staffs.
Much longer letters from Old Boys were as follows:
Leonard Moult (’30-’36): production manager at Crosse and 

Blackwell’s writes from London to say . . .  he has conversed with Mr. 
Balk on the ’phone and hopes to have dinner with him ; he looks 
forward to meeting Robin Bailey who was in the same form.

A. D. Smith (’35-’40): a life member, has been married nine years 
and has two children ; he writes from Malvern saying. . . .  be is 
employed as an Experimental Officer by the Ministry of Supply at
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Great Malvern Radar Research Establishment. Recently he re-visited 
ABER, the previous visit being with School on a camping holiday in 
1938 and hopes we enjoy his poem.

E. P. Bailey (’46-’52) : writing from Mapperley sent a most re
freshing letter saying . . . that since leaving School in ’52 he has been 
employed at Ericsson’s Telephones Ltd training as a Telecommuni
cations Engineer. But last winter “in an attempt to make sense 
out of life” offered himself and was accepted for Ordination into the 
Church of England and hopes to start training on completion of his 
indentures and National Service.

Eric W. Cox (’41-’49): now living at Sutton-in-Ashfield writes to 
say he was Ordained Deacon by the Lord Bishop of Southwell in 
May and now serves in the Parish of St. Mary Magdalene, Sutton- 
in-Ashfield.

B. Juffs (’45-’52): writes to say he successfully passed the Certificate 
in Education Examination held by the University of Leeds, and is 
now on the Staff of the Bramcote Hills Secondary Modern School. 
Before training for a teacher at St. John’s College, York, he did his 
National Service in the R.A.E.C.

T. W. Williams (’37-’42) diving at Gedling writes to say . . . after 
being a “Bevin Boy” during the War he studied and obtained his 
Colliery Manager’s Certificate at University College, Nottingham. 
He was married in 1951 and has two children.

P. Wagner (’46-’51): according to a letter from his parents is in 
Canada with tbe R.A.F. qualifying for a permanent commission as 
Pilot or Navigator. He has been “seeing the sights” and has already 
visited New York, and was contemplating a holiday in Las Vegas.

It is with great sorrow that the deaths of two Old Boys 
are reported in this issue :

Gordon Dykes on 21st October, 1956 
Victor Stanfield on 21st November, 1956.

The Old Boys Association extends its deepest sympathy 
to their dependants, in each case a widow and young child.

The Annual Dance, 1956
This year the Association decided to hold the Annual Dance at 

some place other than the School. As reported in previous issues, 
dances at the School have been poorly attended and financial loss 
incurred.

But on November 3rd at the Annual Dance, held in the Elite 
Ballroom Nottingham, there was a capacity crowd, and the Committee 
have received many gratifying compliments on the success of the dance.

We hope to hold another dance at the Elite in the Spring of 1957.
The Secretary wishes to express his heartfelt gratitude to the many 

Old Boys who sold tickets and to his fellow-members of the Committee
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who aided him in organizing the dance and so generously donated 
all the raffle prizes.
The Annual Dinner, 1956

This is the story of “the dinner that never was” for although a room 
was booked, so poor was the response that the dinner had to be cancelled 
forfeiting £ \ deposit, and cheques returned to the members who had 
responded. This was a great blow to the sub-committee—almost 
identically the same as the one which organized the Silver Jubilee 
Dinner ! Much discussion was given to this problem at subsequent 
meetings and the outcome was that future dinners will be on a “ Snow
ball” basis. That is members will be notified that a dinner is to be held 
and will be asked to forward a remittance in advance, then a dinner 
will be arranged for the number of Old Boys who answer and send a 
remittance, even if only a dozen attend.

The Committee wish to make it clear they can no longer book a room 
for 60 and then spend the six months persuading 60 Old Boys to come 
along.
Secretary’s Notes

Firstly, may I offer sincere thanks to the Old Boys and their parents 
who have answered my appeal for news, and may I hope that next year 
brings even more letters.

These are now 48 Life Members of the Association but only 117 
Ordinary Members ; this represents a 25% reduction in membership 
from last year ; need I say anything of the task of the Association to 
help in the upkeep of the Memorial Ground and the need for a strong 
membership ?

I can offer no rewards for recruiting new members but at least 
anyone doing so can be sure of my sincere gratitude.

H.K.B.
The Old Boys’ Rugby Club

This year has seen the most successful start to a season since that 
of 1946-7 when the one and only team was beaten on just two occasions, 
both times by Aylestonians who were also the first opponents to cross 
an extremely well defended line.

But enough of the past. Suffice it to say that of that fabulous team 
only two are still actively associated with the Club—Don Whitehead, 
now a School Governor, was the first to be elected an Honorary 
Life Member, a tribute which was, and continues to be, well earned, 
and Walt Nuttall who occasionally turns out for the second fifteen. 
Which all goes to show that ten years is a long time in the Rugby world!

A tragic event occurred in November with the death of Vic Stanfield, 
last year’s first team captain, to whom a tribute will be found on another 
page. It is with a deep sense of personal loss that we extend sympathy 
to his family. He will be missed by all who knew him.

December 22nd 1956 marks an unprecedented venture by the Club, 
that of turning out three teams. By the time this article reaches 
print it will be known whether the experiment was successful. If, 
as is hoped, sufficient support is obtained from present School members
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a definite third team will be formed and fixtures obtained as soon as 
possible.

In recent seasons we have managed to raise two teams without 
undue difficulty and it has not been possible to provide games for as 
many School players as we should have liked. It is with the view 
both of strengthening contacts between Old Boys and the School and 
of promoting a constant influx of fresh Old Boys that we are anxious 
to make a success of the proposed third team.

In this connection we should like to ask all those who are interested 
in playing the game after they leave School to make themselves known 
to us before leaving either by writing to or phoning Secretary Bill 
Beardsley or contacting any other member of the Club. A good way 
to get to know us is to come to the War Memorial Ground on Saturday 
afternoons; support will always be appreciated and at the same time 
you can have a look at the excellent facilities provided.

In having the use of the War Memorial Ground and pavilion we 
have an advantage over other local clubs and an opportunity to build up 
into a really strong side. To do this we need stronger fixtures and 
much more support in every way from all Boys, old and new. The 
fixture secretary is doing his best to see to the former ; if you have 
any spare time and 'or cash you can help to deal with the latter.

G.N.R.
Hon. Sec.: A. W . Beardsley Esq., 6 K nigh t Street, N etherfield T el. H — 248755

B— 248693
Playing Records, up to and including 8th D ecem ber :

P W D L F A
1st XV 16 13 1 2 198 57
2nd XV 11 6 1 4 112 138

Cricket
The Old Boy’s Association has always intended to form a Cricket 

Club eventually, and, with the cricket square, the concrete pitch 
and the nets already provided on the Memorial Ground, hopes of 
founding a club—and even playing a few matches this season—are 
rising.

Old Boys willing to play occasionally or in the annual match against 
the School (July 13th) are asked to write to the Secretary, H. K. Butler, 
giving such information as whether bowler or wicket-keeper, usual 
position in field and batting order, etc.

Such volunteers are not being enticed from other clubs but would 
considerably help now in the formation of an Old Boys’ Cricket Club.

WAR MEMORIAL GROUND
The War Memorial Ground is now well established but its existence 

remains precarious, the rent from the R.F.C. and private users, 
together with the profit from the Sports Club and donations from 
School being barely enough to cover the mortgage repayments and 
overheads.

This leaves no money for essential ground maintenance and pavilion 
improvements and we still have to provide the memorial plaques and 
officially open the ground.
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The cricket square will not be ready this summer unless some 
concentrated volunteer effort is put into preparing it.

However the Old Boys’ Association have paid half the cost of a 
concrete practice wicket to be shared by a private club and we may see 
cricket this summer which would help us financially and also provide 
a further opportunity for Old Boys and their families to visit the ground.

The pavilion, together with the Sports Club facilities for members, 
is open every Saturday for Rugby matches and in the summer for 
cricket practice and working parties (if any).

We wish to pay tribute to our late friend and committee member, 
S. V. Stanfield, without whose help we should still not be using the 
ground.

Vic was greatly esteemed by all members of the Club and our debt 
to him was very great. Modest, undemonstrative, entirely loyal and 
unselfish, he was a gentleman in the true sense of the word, and his 
example was an inspiration to us all.

It became almost a matter of habit for him to mow and mark out the 
pitch in the morning, before playing in the afternoon. He never 
expected praise and thanks were almost an embarrassment to him.

We were able to show our sincere sympathy for Mrs. Stanfield and 
her family by attending the funeral on 24th November, in quite large 
numbers, members of the Club acting as bearers.

No member of the Club was more admired and respected than 
Vic, and his passing is a great blow to us all.

mam
DELICIOUS SW EETS
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ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
ABER REVISITED

(with apologies to W. Wordsworth)
Yes ! This is—Aber ! These the Falls 
That fondly I remember—
Remember, now, this bridge’s walls,
With recollection tehder.
Oh that my friends of ’thirty-eight 
Were gathered here in gladness 
To join with me and contemplate 
The scene’s nostalgic sadness !

For eighteen years have past us fled ;
Our families are growing !
And my two children run ahead,
By streamlet swiftly flowing.
How cool on that warm summer day 
Those waters did refresh us—
And now I watch my children play 
Where memories are precious !

Yon farmhouse still unaltered is,
In hillside shade surrounded ;
Down on the shore the breakers hiss,
By grass-tufts still confounded.
No “sea-urchins” hide in the sands 
Where once we used to find them.
The mill-house now no longer stands— 
Just stones, with weeds to bind them.

While then no thought of pending war 
Upset a schoolboy’s morning,
The rifle-range along the shore 
Rang out staccato warning.
Yet still the walls of neat-split slate 
Hear startled seagulls screeching ;
See two-tongued notice by the gate 
Still words of caution preaching.

Oh ! Shall I see again that place,
The field we made our home in,
From whence, with light and eager pace 
We’d start our long day’s roaming ?
And shall I see the field of green 
Where weary feet came tramping ?
Oh, no ! For there, clear to be seen.
A notice reads—“No Camping” !

A.D.S.
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QUESTION
Archaic ridges of Cornish rock 
Raise themselves above the waves ;
Time is the untampered lock 
To the fables of timeless caves ;
Alpine anthologies written in ice,
Iberian Pyrenees with snowy grace,
Lose their savagery in the tender race 
Of rivulets, eager to reach their peace 
In brown and gentle hills.
Strange that humanity has such conceit 
To think itself God’s greatest feat !

D.J.A. (VI. U. A.)
THE END OF THE CHASE

The long, white-frosted grass in motionless fountains 
Cascaded at the foot of the sleeping mountains ;
The brittle, cloud-tufted sky was streaked with blood, 
When the shimmering dawn on the horizon stood ;
But over the Stag was breaking his final day—
He, lonely, stood, motionless, defiantly at bay ;
The eager hunter soon his quarry there descried—
And so the antlered statue fell and nobly died.

J.A.F. (VI. U. A.)
LETTERBOXES

Letterboxes come in varying shapes, sizes and doors, reflecting the 
owner’s fond hatred for the paper-lad, who does his best to get three 
or more Sunday papers through a wafer-thin letter-box, without 
tearing anything. Unfortunately, too many an owner has found parts 
of his News of the World forming a decorative cover on his best rose-bed.

After participating in a game of ‘Hunt the Latch’ for some minutes, 
the gate opens. It is a simple operation to put the gate back on its 
hinges, and to saunter nonchalantly up to the front door. (There the 
simplicity ends ; henceforth it is an operation conducted according to 
all the rules of full-scale warfare.)

Something in the nature of a letter-box is at last found, at doorstep 
level. The papers, carefully folded, are brought sharply forward 
(always take the enemy by surprise.) Six inches of paper disappear 
through the letter-box, which is now suffering from an acute ache in 
the region of the spring. As the papers will not advance, they must 
retreat. But grunts and snarls (on the other side of the door, thank 
heavens !) announce the arrival of an exceedingly large Alsatian dog. 
A dogged fight ensues, resulting in the decapitation of Mr. Krushchev, 
and the fracture of the sadly-sprained letter-box spring, which clipping 
the Alsatian sharply across the nose, routs the enemy. Victory !

The papers go through with ease, leaving the letter-box flap waving 
a dejected “good-bye” to a cheerful newspaper-lad, who continues to 
another objective, in a happy frame of mind . . .  happy, because he
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leaves behind him three battered papers, one Alsatian dog woefully 
contemplating a sore nose, and, best of all, one sadly twisted letter-box, 
its spring dangling on the floor and its flap idly nodding in the after- 
math of war !

M.D.G. (V.A.)
ON HATS

When Og, the caveman, had provided a new city suit and a pair of 
creepers for himself, from the skin of a bison, he noticed a small piece 
of hide, lurking in a corner; this presented quite a problem, being too 
large for a handkerchief and too small for a “weskit” . Had there not 
been a war on at the time, he would probably have thrown it to the 
pterodactyls, but he “did his bit” , times being what they were, utilised 
it, and made the first hat. On being called up, Og took his hat with 
him, there being no army uniform issue in those days, and consequently 
was saved a good many knocks. Hostilities ceasing, he returned, 
whereupon his wife stuck a feather in it, and wore it herself. And 
Og and his wife rose in Society.

Since Og’s time, hats have reached a high pitch of efficiency and 
development, from the purely decorative to the purely functional, 
such as the steel helmet. But even a steel helmet can look, w ell. . . 
almost as seductive as the latest creation from Gay Paree, when dis
guised as a garden plot with bits of twig and feather and stuff.

All things considered, it is quite surprising how many great men 
have been renowned for their headgear. Keir Hardie, it is said, wore 
a tweed cap, always the symbol of the downtrodden proletariat. 
Next in importance to Sir Winston’s cigar, comes his Homburg. 
What George Fox wore for a hat is quite unknown, but it was enough 
to convert a few hundred “Quakers” , which only goes to show !

The afore-mentioned cloth cap, or “ ratter”, could fill a volume full 
of thoughts by itself. By sheer determination, it has graduated from 
the working class to the lower middle, and even upper middle classes, 
and can now be seen on golf courses and in Jaguars and in some cases 
has replaced the trilby among schoolmasters and travelling salesmen.

Even in heaven, through the generosity of the powers that be, 
some form of headgear is worn, if we are to believe the Renaissance 
painters ; this shows that social snobbery obtains even there, as the 
poor fellows in the other place haven’t a ratter between them.

W.J.P.R. (V. Sc.)
AUTUMN

Autumn arrives and green leaves grow brown ;
Summer gives up its weather-worn crown.
The trees nestle down to their long winter rest,
And squirrel snuggles down in his warm winter nest.
The chirpy robin soon makes himself known,
But the chirpy robin will soon sing alone ;
His feathered friends of summer having long since flown, 
The chirpy little robin braves the cold on his own.
But the world is clothed in a warm leafy gown,
When Autumn arrives and green leaves grow brown.

K.D. (Ilia)
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Expert attention by 
trained school outfitters.

Grey Tweed Jacket & Trousers 
Sizes 7 to 14 from £7 16 0

W ith Shorts from £5 19 6

Grey Flannel Jacket and 
Trousers from £7 5 9

W ith Shorts from 69/6

Boys’ Navy Gaberdine 
Raincoat s  Size 7 

from 94/6

Cap (VI Form) 11 /6

Cap .. . .  9/6

Tie . .  . .  6/11

Hose 9" to 10" 10/3

Griffin *  
& Spalding

Boys’ School Outfitting— 
Market Street Entrance.

G R I F F I N  & S P A L D I N G  L T D .  N O T T I N G H A M .  T e l e p h o n e  4 5 5 7 7

J O H N  C L O U G H  & S O N . 
124/128 CANAL STREET. 
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