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HENRY MELLISH G.S. 1st XV, 1955-56
Left to right: M. Webster, E. L. Wallis, M. G. Savage, R. T. Ayscough, A. H. Beadsworth, P. L. Taylor, A. G. Gimson,

J. A. Fenton, Mr. W. L. Evans.
P. M. Burrows, R. A. C. Bramley, W. Barnes, The Headmaster, J. F. Brown, B. H. Jarvis, M. H. Albon.
G. Nightingale, M. Fisher D. W. Pauley, D. Rippon.
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EDITORIAL
This year the diocese of Southwell, which includes parishes covering 

most of Nottingham and Derbyshire as well as small portions of three 
other counties, has been celebrating the millenary of its Minster 
Church, and Princess Margaret travelled up especially to be present at 
the Festival Evensong.

One thousand years ! In imagination we see the unfolding of a 
marvellous and vivid historical pageant—the famous Norman Kings, 
the Commonwealth, the Victorian era of progress, centuries of reforms, 
wars, and religious strifes—all reflected in the life of this small country 
town. What pages of history are revealed in our mind’s eye, as we 
contemplate this magnificent cathedral ! What responsibilities the 
episcopacy bore, as its bishops regulated the lives and activities of the 
parish priests !

Parish Priests ! How English writers loved to portray these self- 
effacing servants of God—ranging from the poor parson of Chaucer’s 
Canterbury Tales, who taught and followed “Christes lore”, to the pale, 
young curate beloved of nineteenth and twentieth century writers 
like Jane Austen, Anthony Trollope and G. B. Shaw.

Yet how influential these objects of the writers’ praise, pity or derision 
have been ! They have toiled through the centuries, improving the 
minds and broadening the outlook of their flock, weaning them from 
a superstitious and hypocritical suspicion of their fellows, and lifting 
them to a loftier moral and religious plane.

We are dismayed at the magnitude of the tasks which priests must 
undertake in this present godless age of our Christian country. Never 
before was there a greater need to turn man’s mind from the material
istic mud in which he seems to love to wallow up to higher things.
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Will the “stary-pointing pyramids”, the spires of Southwell Minster 
and its parish churches, find in 2956 a.d. a similarly faithful band of 
worshippers beneath their “high-embowed roofs”, as in the millenium 
just ended ? For the sake of our civilisation, at least, we hope so.

R.G.T.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS
School Captain:
Vice-Captain:
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

House Captains: 

Captain 1 st X I:

W. Barnes
J. F. Brown
H. R. Beastall; R. A. C. Bramley; J. A. Fenton;
A. G. Gimson; B. H. Jarvis; D. Leivers; R. V. 
Newton; D. Rippon; P. L. Taylor; M. Webster. 
M. H. Albon; P. M. Burrows; A. E. Copley;
K. J. Dearman; M. Fisher; M. J. Hammersley; 
P. J. Hemmings; R. Lewis; D. J. Metcalf;
B. Milner; D. W. Milnes; D. J. Mundy; 
G. Nightingale; J. F. Peberdy; B. Purdy; 
D. J. Royle; M. G. Savage; R. W. Seedhouse; 
R. G. Toplis; D. G. Welsh.
Balk—J. F. Brown Barber—M. Webster
Bulkeley—R. V. Newton McEwen—W. Barnes 
D. Rippon Vice-Captain: B. H. Jarvis

SCHOOL NOTES
We were pleased to welcome back this term Mr. G. E. Goodall, 

to fill the gap left by Mr. J. Fraser who took up at Easter a Mathemetics. 
post at Nelson Grammar School, his old school.

Mr. J. Firth returned to Mansfield in January, as English Master 
at Brunt’s Grammar School; in his place we welcome Mr. J. G. 
Dutton from Tettenhall College.

In the Oxford University G.C.E. Examination in December 1955, 
Ordinary level, the following boys passed in one su b je c tA d d ic o t t  F. 
J., Barber S. J., Clarke, R. N., Fisher, G., Greene, T., Newton, R. V., 
and Riley, C. K. ; J. V. Rose passed in two.

We congratulate K. F. Ireland (’40-’47) on the success of his new 
novel, Pirate Waters, based on his camping experiences with the 
Mellish Scout Troop some years ago.

Good wishes to Albon and Clifford who, as members of the 
Nottingham Junior Harmonic Orchestra, go with the orchestra on 
tour to Essen in Germany m July.

The following Cups have been gained this term and are to be seen in 
the cabinet in the front corridor The Butcher Cup (Rowing), The 
Spalding Cup (Cross Country Running), The Trivett Cup, The 
Maurice Marshall Cup and the Lowdham Grange Cup (Relay Teams), 
The Sir Harold Bowden Cup and the Hopkinson Trophy (Athletics) 
and the Nottingham Schools League Senior Chess Cup.

Six new records were established and one equalled at the School 
Sports on 5th June.
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Games Colours and Blazers have been awarded as follows—Rugby: 
Albon, Barnes, Bramley, Gimson, Jarvis; Athletics: Brown; Cricket: 
Gimson, Rippon, Jarvis (re-award).

Chosen to play in the Notts Schools Rugby XYs against Leicester
shire and Durham Schools were Barnes, Bramley, Gimson and Jarvis; 
and in the Notts Under 15s against Cardiff G.S. Under 15, Walker 
(Captain), Butcher, Gregg, Harrison, with Richardson as reserve.

The whole school visited the Gaumont Cinema on the morning 
of 9th March and saw the film, Richard III; impressions of the film 
will be found on a later page.

Parties of boys visited the Playhouse on 2nd February to see St Joan, 
on 12th March to The Rivals and on 10th May to A Pair of Spectacles.

Two C.C.F. Camps are being held during the Summer Holidays; 
the R.A.F. Section at R.A.F. Honington, Suffolk and the Army and 
Basic Section atBuckenham Tofts, near Stamford. The Naval Section 
spent eight days on H.M.S. Defender, at Chatham in the Easter 
Holidays.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists o f Messrs 
E. W. Adams, R. McCandless, S. Marshall, T. E. Smith, H. K. Butler, 
R. G. Toplis and J. F. Brown.

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following magazines 
and apologise for possible omissions:— The Brunts Magazine, The 
Cestrefeldian, The Elizabethan, The Gong, The Granthamian, The 
Harrisonian, The Humphrey Perkins Chronicle, The Mitre, The Mundella 
Magazine, The Newtonian, The Nottinghamian, The Novarcensian, 
The West Bridgfordian, The Magazine of the Royal College, Ceylon 
and The Alexandra Magazine, Singapore.

VALETE
VI Is Smith, M. W. N.
VA Smedley, J.
VS Clarke, R. N., Lee, J. A.
I lia  Brough, R.
I  lie Wightman, D.

AVETE
Buxton, W.I.
Tomlinson, S. J.
Beams, J. K.
Bryson, A. C.
Rodger, W. S., Storey, P. J.
Hartley, J. A.
Price, K. R., Turner, D. A.

RUGBY FOOTBALL
The past season can only be described as a mediocre one for the 1st 

XV, if form can be assessed from match results. However, the enjoy
ment and satisfaction derived from our close defeats provided us with 
ample reward.

The forwards, in the games after Christmas, continued to give of their 
best, and earned admiration for their zeal and hard work from many of

lb
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IIIc
Vs
V ila



Six THE CENTAUR

our more experienced opponents and, though on rarer occasions, the 
three-quarters, too, displayed noteworthy enterprise.

The coming season offers better prospects. A strong contingent 
of the past season’s team will be available and should prove themselves a 
formidable force. And of the six representatives in the Notts. Public 
Schoolboys’ matches, only one is leaving School.

W.B.
Dec. 10th v Magnus School, Newark (Home) Lost 11-16

The School forwards held their own throughout and the backs displayed 
extraordinary defensive skill. At one stage of the game victory was within 
our grasp but the skill and desperation of the strong Newark side frustrated our 
efforts.
Jan. 18th v Loughborough G.S. (Away) Lost 3-15

Unable to combine effectively, the School were compelled to rely on defensive 
play and failed to make the most of the few chances offered.
Jan. 21st v West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Won 9-6

The forwards showed plenty of fight but the backs after a spirited start left 
too many gaps in the defence. We were lucky to prevent the speedy Bridgford 
three-quarters from crossing our line in the closing minutes.
March 3rd v Aid. Newton’s School (Home) Won 12-0

Lack of match practice rendered this game most disappointing. The 
School held the initiative throughout but erred in believing that individualism 
would gain better results than a concerted effort. As a result the margin of our 
win was comparatively small.
Second XV
Dec. 10 v Newark Magnus School (Home)
Jan. 18th v Loughborough G.S. (Away)
Jan. 21st v Newark Magnus School (Home)
Feb. 1st v Southwell G.S. (Home)
Feb. 4th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home)
Under 15 XV
Dec. 10th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away)
Jan. 18th v Loughborough G.S. (Home)
Jan. 21st v Newark Magnus (Home)
Feb. 4th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home)
Under 14 XV
Dec. 10th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away)
Jan. 14th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home)
Jan 21st v West Bridgford G.S. (Away)
Jan 28th v High Pavement G.S. (Home)
Feb. 1st v Southwell G.S. (Home)
March 3rd v Aid. Newton’s School (Home)

Lost 30-0 
Lost 6-3 
Won 5-3 
Cancelled 
Cancelled

Lost 16-3 
Lost 16-3 
Cancelled 
Cancelled

Won 24-5 
Won 11-6 
Cancelled 
Won 11-0 
Cancelled 
Won 38-3

CRICKET
2nd May ‘A’ XI v Southwell G.S. (Away) Won by 67 runs

School: 147 for 5 declared (Seedhouse 65; Smith 22 n.o.)
Southwell: 80 (Jarvis 7 for 20)
The School started the season well with a good, all-round performance. 

Seedhouse gave a sound display of batting, and Jarvis bowled very well indeed. 
The fielding was both keen and good.
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FIRST XI
12th May v University ‘B’ (Home) Drawn

School: ! 27 for 6 declared (Jarvis 30; Seedhouse 34; Gimson 36 n.o.) 
University ‘B’: 61 for 5 (Jarvis 3 for 21)
A fine, attacking opening by Jarvis, Seedhouse, and Gimson was followed by 

a collapse. Despite some good bowling by the school, the University batsmen 
managed to defy the attack, and the match was drawn. The fielding again 
was of a high standard.
16th May v Newark Magnus G. S. (Home) Drawn

School: 125 for 6 declared ( Rippon 25; Lewis 25; Gimson 22; Barrows 22). 
Newark: 94 for 8 (Jarvis 5 for 37).
The batting was again strong and although the bowling was accurate, the 

fielding keen, we just failed to snatch a victory.
26th May v Welbeck College (Home) Lost by 5 wkts.

School: 76 (Jarvis 31 n.o.)
Welbeck: 80 for 5 (Jarvis 3 for 29)
A fine innings by Jarvis prevented a complete collapse against some extremely 

good bowling.
30th May v Loughborough G.S. (Away) Drawn

School: 87 (Seedhouse 35)
Loughborough: 42 for 5 (Jarvis 3 for 16)
Seedhouse provided the back-bone to the school’s batting, and the match 

ended in an uninspiring draw, with the Loughborough batsmen closing up 
the game completely.
2nd June v Q.E.G.S. Mansfield (Away) Drawn

School: 103 for 7 declared (Gimson 44 n.o.)
Q.E.G.S.: 47 for 8 (Rippon A for 17; Jarvis 4 for 26)
An admirable innings by Gimson, who adapted himself well to the conditions, 

was the highlight of the match. The school was unlucky not to win.

SECOND XI

16th May v Magnus G.S. (Away)
School: 72 (Layton 23; Powell 27)
Magnus: 59 (Tomlinson 6 for 19)

26th May v Welbeck College (Home)
Welbeck: 94 (Beadszvorth 4 for 25)
School: 74

30th May v Loughborough G.S. (Away)
School: 111 (Pollard 42)
Loughborough: 75 for 5

2nd June v Queen Elizabeth’s G.S. (Home) 
School: 101 for 9 declared (Powell 28 n.o.) 
Q.E.G.S.: 35 (Severn 4 for 19; Walker 3 for 0)

13th June v Ashby G.S. (Away)
School: 113 (Pollard 38 n.o.; Millns 23)
Ashby: 48 (Smith 5 for 11)

30th June v Nottingham High School (Home) 
School: 93 for 9 declared (Green 37; Pollard 34) 
High School: 95 for 5 (Smith 3 for 23)

Won by 13 runs 

Lost by 20 runs 

Drawn 

Won by 66 runs 

Won by 63 runs 

Lost by 5 wkts
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UNDER 14 XI 
2nd May v Southwell G.S. (Away)

Southwell: 62 (Flint 3 for 12)
School: 63 for 4 (Davison 20; Clarke 18 n.o.)

16th May v Magnus G.S. (Home)
School: 138 (Wright 32; Flint 36)
Magnus 57 (Jackson 3 for 13)

30th May v Loughborough G.S. (Home)
School: 109 for 6 declared (Wright 45; May 30 n.o.)
Loughborough: 65 (Jackson 5 for 3)

2nd June v Queen Elizabeth G.S. (Away)
Q.E.G.S.: 42 (Flint 6 for 8)
School: 46 for 3 (Davison 23 n.o.)

13th June v Ashby G.S. (Home)
Ashby: 45 (Jackson 5 for 5; Marshall 4 for 13)
School 48 for 3 (Davison 26 n.o.)

16th June v High Pavement G.S. (Away)
School 98 for 3 declared (May 31; Davison 44 n.o.)
Pavement: 43 for 8 (Elliott 3 for 8)

23rd June v West Bridgford G.S. (Home)
School: 79 for 7 declared (Davison 23)
W.B.G.S.: 29 for 8 (Jackson 5 for 9 )

30th June v Nottingham H.S. (Away)
High School: 54 (Jackson 4 for 7)
School: 55 for 9 (Reddish 18 n.o.; Davison 15)

ATHLETICS
T he L on don  A thlet ic  C lub’s S chools’ C hallenge C ups M eeting  

(April 20th& 21st) M. Fisher was successful in gaining 4th place in the Under 16, 
100 yards event, after winning his heat and semi-final, at the White City 
Stadium.

T he C uthbertson  C up Inv itation  R elay Race. (May 2nd) The School 
team were disappointing in their baton change-overs and finished 2nd to 
High Pavement School, Fisher, Fenton, Webster and W. Barnes with B. Purdy 
as reserve being potentially a very speedy combination.

T he M undella G olden  Jubilee T rophy  Invitation  R elay Race (May 3rd) 
In a race where the draw as well as the ability of the team were the deciding 
factors we unluckily finished 2nd to High Pavement again.

v. H ig h  Pavement S chool  (Home) (May 4th) Although the match was tied 
42 points all, after a friendly but closely contested fixture, we gained a moral 
victory by beating Pavement in the relay ! We also won five other events. 
1 mile (Brown—4mins. 49 secs. ); 880 yds (Brown—2 mins 12 secs.); 440 yds 
(Taylor—56-4 secs); Long Jump (Purdy—19' 11") and Hammer (Beadsworth. 
114' 4").

v. H ugh  S tew art H all (May 17th Home) The school beat their older 
opponents by 42 points to 33. B. Purdy with a magnificent leap of 21' 1 \" 
easily outclassed the field in the long jump. We won six other of thirteen 
events:—440 yds. (Taylor—56T secs.); 880 yds (Brown—2 mins 10 secs.); 
Relay (47-5 secs); Discus (Beadsworth—112' 5") Hammer (Beadsworth 
115' 10") and Javelin (Ayscough—155' 9").

T rivett C up Invitation  R elay Race (May 15th) For the first time this 
season everything went according to plan and the school won the 660 yards 
race in the extremely fast time of 69-6 secs.

Won by 6 wkts 

Won by 61 runs 

Won by 45 runs 

Won by 7 wkts. 

Won by 7 wkts. 

Drawn 

Drawn 

Won by 1 wkt.
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Jun ior  M atch  v . Bramcote H ills S ec . M o d . S c h . (Home, May 18th) 
This was a new venture for school athletics and should be repeated and extended 
for although we won a keenly contested match by 35 points to 34 we were 
shewn to be miserably weak in field events. This weakness was due not so 
much to lack of potential but to the lack of its application to the various athletic 
disciplines. A more thorough training in the basic throwing techniques is 
obviously imperative if we are to produce successful, under 15, field-events 
specialists. We did however win every track event :—100 yds. (O’Connor— 
11T secs.); 220 yds. (O’Connor—26-1 secs.) 440 yds (Hicking—61-9 secs); 
880 yds. (Fisher—2 mins 27-4 secs.); Relay (53-4 secs.) and Long Jump 
(O’Connor—15’ 111'').

v. H igh  Pavement S chool  (Home, May 24th) This time the school beat 
Pavement School in a holiday fixture (which was not helped by the weather), 
by 45 points to 39. We won 8 of 13 events :—440 yds. (Taylor—56-8 secs); 
880 yds. (Brown—2 mins. 12 secs.); 1 mile (Brown 4 mins. 47 secs.); Hammer 
(Beadsworth—105' 7"); Javelin (Ayscough—140T "); Hop, Step and Jump 
(Purdy—38' 10J"); High Jump (Rippon—5' 0"); and Relay (47-5 secs.)

S outh  N otts S ch ools’ A. A. C ham p ion sh ips (Aspley, May 31st) The 
school acquitted itself very creditably by retaining the Sir Harold Bowden 
Cup (for Inter. Boys) and the Hopkinson Trophy (for Senior Boys) and by 
finishing 2nd in the competition for the Redmayne Shield (for Junior Boys) 
Members of the school created 14 new South Notts records. As a result of 
these sports 37 boys from the school have been chosen to represent South 
Notts in the County Sports. The following won their events.

Intermediate: Elliott (110 yds. Hurdles); Wass (1 mile—-5 min. 1-4 secs. 
Record); Beadsworth (Weight—39' 5" Record and Discus 157' 5" Record,)-, 
Gregg (Javelin 103' 8" ); Purdy (Long Jump—20' 0" Record and Triple Jump 
—39' 1" Record)-, Millns (High Jump—4' 9")

Senior: Fenton (100 yds^—10-5 secs.Record and 220 yds.—25-6 secs.) Taylor 
(440 yds—77-5 secs. Record) Brown (880 yds—2 mins 6T secs. Record and 1 
mile—4mins 47T secs. Record) Ayscough (Javelin—155' 11" Record) Rippon 
(Long Jump—18' 9" Record) Gimson (Triple Jump —38'4" Record) Relay (46-4 
secs. Record)

SCHOOL SPORTS, 1956
S chool  S ports (June 5th) A blustering wind made fast track running 

almost impossible but none the less six new records were created and one 
equalled. Barber House retained the Senior House Championship, as did 
Balk House in the Junior competition.
Results:

JUNIOR (1st and 2nd Forms)
100 Yd s .

220 Yd s .

L ong  Jump

H o p , S tep & J.

H ig h  Jump

W e ight  
(6 lb) 

C ricket Ball

R elay

1 Bridgett 2 Flint 3 Bratton 12-4 secs.
(Balk) (Balk) (Barber)
1 Bratton 2 Pearce 3 Densham 31-0 secs.

(Barber) (McEwen) (Barber)
1 Cox 2 Herbert 3 Gregorv 13' 0J"

(Bulkeley) (Bulkeley) (Balk)
1 Morris 2 Newton 3 Carson 32' 3"

(Bulkeley) (Barber) (McEicen) (Recc
1 Flint 2 Still 3 Beams 4' 4J"

(Balk) (Balk) (McEwen) (Recc
1 Bond 2 Goodburn 3 Bridgett 35' i i i ”

(McEiven) (Bulkeley) (Balk)
1 Flint 2 Hodgman 3 Dexter 197' 1"

(Balk) (McEwen) (McEwen)
IBalk 2 Barber 3 McEwen 59-0 secs.
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H ouse P lacings 1st Balk 32 points
2nd McEwen 21 points
3rd Bulkeley 19 points
4th Barber 18 points

MIDDLE (3rd and 4th Forms)
100 Yds. 1 Gregg 2 O’Connor 3 Middup 11-2 secs.

(Barber) {McEwen) (Balk)
220 Yds. 1 Richardson 2 Monk 3 Wright 28-2 secs.

(.Barber) {McEwen) (Bulkeley)
440 Yds. 1 O’Connor 2 Hicking 3 Goodley 66 T secs.

(McEwen) {Barber) (Barber)
880 Yds. 1 Fisher 2 Allen 3 Channon 2 mins. 24-8 secs.

(Barber) {Bulkeley) (McEwen)
I mile 1 Fisher 2 Channon 3 Allen 5 mins. 15’9 secs.

(Barber) {McEiven) (Bulkeley)
L ong  Jump 1 Rushforth 2 Beeby 3 Onley 17' 1"

(Bulkeley) {Balk) (Barber)
H igh  Jump 1 Hall 2 Wright f  Parsons

(McEwen) {Balk) 3-j (Balk) 4' 6"
[_ Rushforth
(Bulkeley)

H o p , S tep & J. 1 Stubbs 2 Rushforth 3 Monk 36' 2"
(McEwen) {Bulkeley) (McEwen) (Record)

Discus 1 Richardson 2 Middup 3 Smith 104' 6"
(1 Kilo) (Barber) {Balk) (McEwen)

W e ight 1 Richardson 2 Green 3 Beebv 34' 9J"
(8 lb 13 oz.) (Barber) {McEzven) (Balk)

Javelin 1 Gregg 2 Parsons 3 Jessop 117' 0"
(Youths) {Barber) {Balk) (Barber)

R elay 1 Barber 2 McEwen 3 Balk 53-2 secs.

SENIOR (5th and 6th Forms)
100 Yds. 1 Fenton 2 Webster 3 Barnes 10-2 secs.

(Bulkeley) (Barber) (McEwen)
220 Yds. 1 Fenton and Webster 3 Walters 24-8 secs.

(Bulkeley) (Barber) (Barber)
440 Yds. 1 Brown 2 Taylor 3 Gimson 56-9 secs.

(Balk) (Barber) (McEwen)
880 Yds. 1 Brown 2 Royle 3 Fletcher 2 mins. 10-2 secs.

(Balk) (McEwen) (Barber) (Equals Record)
1 M ile 1 Brown 2 Royle 3 Wass 4 mins. 49.8 secs.

(Balk) (McEwen) (Bulkeley) (Record)
L ong  Jump 1 Purdy Taylor 3 Jarvis 19' I f "

(Barber) (Barber) (McEwen)
H igh  Jump 1 Hague 2 Pollard 3 Savage 4' 11"

(McEwen) (Barber) (Barber)
H o p , S tep & J. 1 Purdy 2 Jarvis 3 Gimson 39' 3"

(Barber) (McEiven) (McEwen) (Record)
Pole V ault 1 Bayliss 2 Whittey 3 Widlake 8' 9"

(Bulkeley) (Bulkeley) (Balk) (No previous Rec).
D iscus 1 Beadsworth 2 Bayliss 3 Ayscough 123' 2"

(Barber) (Bulkeley) (McEwen)
Javelin 1 Beadsworth 2 Ayscough 3 Bayliss 176' 2"

(Barber) (McEwen) (Bulkeley (Record)
W e ight 1 Barnes 2 Jarvis 3 Webster 36' 1"

(12 lb) (McEwen) (McEwen)1 (Barber)
R elay 1 Barber 2 Bulkeley 3 McEwen
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M iddle  and S en ior  H ouse Placings 
1st Barber 
2nd McEwen 
3rd Bulkeley 
4th Balk

98J points 
80 points 
48 points 
43J points

N otts A.A.A. S en ior  and B oys C ham p ion sh ips (Lady Bay, June 9th) 
R. T. Ayscough gained 3rd place in the Senior Javelin event, and F. T. O’Connor 
a similar placing in the Junior 100 yds. Although unsuccessful in winning 
any other place medals several county standard medals were gained. In the 
Corinthian Cup Inter-Grammar Schools Relay Race held at the same meeting 
our team ran extremely well although without the services of M. Fisher 
(injured) to be very narrowly beaten into 2nd place by Newark Magnus.

J.F.B.

CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING
The school team competed in more fixtures than ever before 

despite the cancellations, owing to icy conditions, of two very attractive 
triangular matches over the school course early in February.

The performances of the team have been sound notwithstanding 
our disappointing experience at High Pavement when, after gaining the 
first two individual placings, we were unable to capitalise on our 
advantage. In the County Championships our Youth’s team gained 
fourth place, but our real success was in the South Notts. Schools 
Championships when our Under 15 team, led by J. R. Channon, won 
the Spalding Cup.

Next season, under D. J. Royle, who ran consistently well this year, 
a blend of youth and experience should produce an extremely good 
team.

J.F.B.
RESULTS

D ec . 17th (Away) 1st Nottingham High School—30 pts.
2nd H.M.G.S. (3rd Royle; 5th Brown; 7th Fletcher)
48 pts.

Jan . 11th (Away) 1st High Pavement—33 pts.
2nd H.M.G.S. (1st—Brown and Royle; 9th Walters)
49 pts.

F eb . 15th (Away) 1st Nottingham University II—24 pts.
2nd. H.M.G.S. (3rd Royle; 4th Brown; 6th Wass) 31 pts.

F eb . 25th N otts A.A.A. C h am p ion sh ips held at Lady Bay 
(6 miles) Junior (Under 21) Brown 7th
(3 miles) Youths (Under 18)

(2 miles) Boys (Under 16)

Royle 7 th 
Wass 11th I 
Goodman 32nd f  
Fletcher 36th

Channon 35 th
Walters 37th

Team
H.M.G.S.
86 pts.—4th

Team 
\  H.M.G.S.
J  272 pts.—13th

M arch 6th S ch ool  Jun ior  (3rd & 4th Forms) C ha m p ion sh ip  (2Jm.)
1 Fisher (Br) 17 min, 37 secs 1 Barber 487 pts.
2 Channon (Me) 17 mins. 38 secs. 2 McEwen 564 pts.
3 Swingler (By) 17 mins. 44 secs. 3 Balk 634 pts.
4 Stone (Bk) 18 mins. 28 secs. 4 Bulkeley 673 pts.
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M arch 7th S chool  S en ior  (5th & 6th Forms) C ham p ion sh ip  (3f m.)
1 Brown (Bk) 17 mins. 35 secs. 1 Bulkeley 211 pts.

(Course Record)
2 Royle (Me) 18 mins. 14 secs. 2 McEwen 276 pts.
3 Wass (By) 47 mins. 47 secs. 3 Barber 297 pts.
4 Fletcher (Br) 19 mins. 0 secs. 4 Balk 454 pts.

M arch 21st S outh  N otts . S chools A.A. C ha m p ion sh ip  for  the
S pald ing  C hallenge C up held at Bramcote Hills.

1st Henry Mellish G.S.-—78 pts.
Individual: 2nd Channon, 3rd Fisher, 7th Swingler, 14th 
Perfect, 19th Hardy, 33rd Allen.

ROWING
The racing season started on the 10th March with the “Head of 

the Trent” time trial. We had three crews entered in the Schools 
Division. Despite high hopes during training the 1st Crew lacked 
rhythm and finished in the 6th place. The 2nd Crew, however, 
lived up to expectations and finished 8th, the highest placed 2nd Crew 
The 3rd Crew, which had been rowing with swivel riggers only a few 
times before the race, were 22nd; 24 crews entered.

On the 9th May, two crews were entered for the “Butcher Cup”. 
For this Ayscough was at stroke and Copley at 2. In the first round 
the Second Crew were to have rowed against Becket School ‘B’crew 
but Becket scratched. The 1st Crew beat Nottingham B.C. by 2 
lengths. The 2nd Crew beat High Pavement by 1 length in the second 
round and the 1st Crew beat the High School ‘B’ Crew by 3 lengths. 
In the semi-final the 2nd Crew lost to Nottingham University B.C. by 
| length and the 1st Crew beat Nottingham Britannia R.C. by 14 lengths. 
In the final the 1st Crew beat Nottingham University B.C. by 2 lengths, 
thus winning the cup. The cox and each member of the crew received 
a presentation cup and the school holds the “Butcher Cup” for one 
year.

The crews were again changed for Burton Regatta on 12th May. 
Beastall was unable to row so Hammersley took his place. Wilcox 
moved into Hammersley’s place in the second crew. In the 1st round 
the 1st Crew were beaten by Derwent R.C. by 2 lengths and beat 
Ironbridge R.C. by 2 lengths (The crews rowed 3 abreast). The 
2nd Crew were beaten by Wallasey Grammar School and Chester 
City Grammar School.

Nottingham Regatta was held on June 2nd. The 2nd Crew were 
beaten in the 1st round by Manchester University R.C. The 1st Crew 
beat Becket School ‘B’ crew by \ length in the second round after 
having a bye in the 1st round. They were beaten in the semi-finals 
by a canvas by St. Peter’s School, York.
Future fixtures are :— Boston Regatta, June 30th, Ball Cup, Stratford, 

July 18th, Loughborough Regatta, July 21st. The dates are not yet 
known for the Jardine, Spencer, and Heald Cups.

H.R.B.



THE CENTAUR Thirteen

SWIMMING
The school swimming sports were held at Noel Street Baths on 

Tuesday, March 27th.
RESULTS:
Senior
Free Style (2 lengths) 1 Fox (Me), 2 Ayscough (Me) 3 Rowling (Bal)—40-9 secs. 
Breast (1 length) 1 Fox (Me), 2 Rowling (Bal) 3 Jarvis (Me)—23.3 secs.
Back (1 length)—1 Pontin (Bal) 2 Whitley (Bui), 3 Ayscough (Me)—24-1 secs. 
Diving—1 Smith (Bal), 2 Bayliss (Bui), 3 Millns (Me)
Medley Relay—1 Balk, 2 McEwen, 3 Bulkeley—1 min 7-4 secs.
Free Style Relay—1 McEwen, 2 Bulkeley 3 Balk—1 min. 21-3 secs.
Plunge—1 Millns (Me) 2 Morley (Bal) 3 Johnson (Bar)—39' 10|"
Middle
Free Style (1 length) 1 Fisher (Bar), 2 Allen (Bui), 3 Swingler (Bui) —21.2 secs. 
Breast (1 length)—1 Butcher (Bar), 2 Hardy (Bal), 3 Rushforth (Bui) —29-2 secs 
Back (1 length)—1 Swingler (Bui), 2 Allen (Bui), 3 Butcher (Bar)—27'4 secs. 
Diving—1 Huskinson (Bal), 2 Allen (Bui), 3 Richardson (Bar)
Medley Relay—1 Barber, 2 Bulkely, 3 Balk—1 min. 17.3 secs.
Free Style Relay—1 Barber, 2 Balk, 3 Bulkeley—1 min. 32-2 secs.
Plunge—1 Swingler (Bui), 2 Butcher (Bar), 3 Baker (Bal)—39' 1J"
Junior
Free Syle (1 length)—1 Flint (Bar), 2 Charlton (Bui), 3 Pearce (Me)—24-6 secs. 
Breast (1 length)—1 Bridgett (Bal), 2 Taylor (Bar),3 Spencer (Bal)—31-3 secs. 
Back (1 length)—1 Bexon (Bar), 2 Flint (Bat), 3 Severn (Bui)—31 • 1 secs. 
Diving—1 Wright (Bar), 2 Bell (Bal), 3Deant (Me) & Dunkley(jB«Z)
Medley Relay—1 Barber, 2 Balk, 3 McEwen—1 min. 29-3 secs.
Free Style Relay—1 Barber, 2 McEwen, 3 Bulkeley—1 min. 48-7 secs.
Breast Style—1 Briggs (Me) & Evans (Bar), 3 Spencer (Bal)
School Championship (100 Yd s .) 

House Placings
1st Fox 2nd Ba

1st Barber 221 points
2nd Balk 199 „
3rd Bulkeley 173 „
4th McEwen 172 „

THE COMBINED CADET FORCE
As usual, the most important event of the year was the Annual 

Inspection; this year’s took place on Friday, 23rd March, 1956, in 
good weather.

Although not an “official” inspection the contingent was fully inspect
ed by Major-General Sir Maurice Dowse, K.C.V.O., C.B., C.B.E., 
Chairman of the C.C.F. Association. General Dowse was accom
panied by Wing Commander R. H. Blackmore, from H.Q., No. 64 (N) 
Group, R.A.F., Lieut. Commander A. Haslam, R.N.A.S., Stretton, 
and Major D. N. Moir, H.Q., North Midland District, who also 
made a very thorough inspection of all Sections. After the Inspection 
General Dowse addressed the Contingent, stressing the importance 
o f “voluntary service”, willingly given, in the lives of everyone.

The Contingent Shooting Team did well to win the Junior Section 
of the North Midland District -22 Shooting Competition and Cadet 
Flight-Sergeant R. V. Newton is to be congratulated on winning the
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individual shot for the second year. The Deputy-Commander, North 
Midland District, presented the Shield and medals to the team. 
Now that the shooting range is in full use it is to hoped that the unit 
will do well against sterner opposition next year.

Once again, at the end of another School year, we lose the services 
of many of the Senior N.C.O.s and we wish them and all cadets leaving 
School the best of luck in their future—as well as thanking them for 
their help and loyal service here.

SECTION REPORTS 
ROYAL NAVAL SECTION 

Most of the section, with Sub-Lieutenant H. Hadwen, spent eight, 
very happy days training on H.M.S. Defender, a Daring Class Destroyer 
based at Chatham. The training included a day at sea during trials, 
on the cruiser, H.M.S. Jamaica, (they previously witnessed her 
commissioning) and a day on a Motor Fishing Vessel. Everything 
possible was done by the acting Captain, Lieutenant-Commander H. 
Norman and his ship’s company to make the period of training useful, 
interesting and enjoyable. The Contingent Commander also attended 
the training and found his sea legs.

The section is now in possession of a complete set o f flag-signalling 
equipment and we hope that a signal mast will soon be erected and in 
use on the School Field.

ARMY AND BASIC SECTIONS 
A small party, with 2nd Lieutenant W. N. Bow, visited the B.A.O.R. 

during the Easter Holiday. The party were stationed with the 1st 
Battalion XX Royal Lancashire Fusiliers at Iserlohn, near Dusseldorf. 
During their stay, they not only carried out useful and interesting 
training but also visited mechanised units and places of interest such 
as Cologne. These visits are, beyond doubt, a valuable opportunity 
for cadets to see another country as well as to undergo specialist 
training and see the army at work in a foreign country.

This year’s Annual Training will be in Eastern Command at Bucken- 
ham Tofts, Norfolk. This is the first time the Contingent has camped 
outside Northern Command and it is anticipated that with new training 
areas to use, and such interesting demonstrations as a Paratroop Drop, 
the camp, given good weather, will be most successful and useful.

Certificate ‘A’ Examinations take place during the last week of term 
and we hope that all cadets will be successful.

ROYAL AIR FORCE SECTION 
Owing to the smaller size of the section this year, no Easter Camp 

took place but this should be remedied next year, so that all sections 
may undergo training during the Easter Holiday. It is unfortunate 
that the Glider has been u/s most of the term, owing to various minor 
mishaps; now a major repair is awaited !

This year’s Summer Camp will take place, as last year, at R.A.F. 
Honington in Suffolk.

Proficiency and Advanced Examinations will take place in July, 
and we expect the usual high standard of success to be maintained.
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EASTER TERM PLAYS
The day before school broke up for the Easter Holidays, three 

dramatic sketches were staged in the School Hall. Form IVb presented 
the Robbery scene from Henry IV, l ib  the Trial scene from The 
Merchant of Venice and IVa The Ear of Vincent Van Gogh, a French play 
by Bridie.

In the IVb extract, Fox was outstanding, physically and dramatically, 
as Falstaff, and Scott made a handsome and co-operative Prince, with 
Rushforth, as Francis, a convincing pot-boy. The fight between 
the travellers—Adams, Overton and Hall—and the robbers—Butcher, 
Greene and Spillards—was long and thrilling.

The outstanding player in l ib  was Severn as Portia; never could 
the famous “mercy” speech have been more tellingly delivered. 
The difficult role of Shylock was well done by Watson, and the sincere 
acting and colourful costumes made it a splendid performance.

The stage became a typically untidy artist’s studio in the last play 
and the “Van Goghs” littering the floor and chairs and hanging 
untidily from the walls were a joy to behold. The skit on a modern 
artist’s life was most enjoyable and the final wanton destruction of the 
“works of art” was most impressive. Shaw as Van Gogh had the true 
nonchalance of the artist—and his French was impeccable!

R.W.L. (IVb)
“RICHARD I I I”

Last term the whole school visited the Gaumont Cinema to see 
Richard I I I  and I fully expected to see a masterful production and 
some brilliant acting, but apart from the inspired performance of 
Sir Laurence Olivier as Richard, I was disappointed. When Sir 
Laurence was not on the screen furthering his ambitions as Richard, 
the play lost all life and vividness. The wealth of notable actors in 
the cast— Sir John Gielgud, Sir Ralph Richardson and Claire Bloom, 
for example all failed to act their parts as convincingly and vividly as 
Olivier.

The production was good, including some clever camera shots. 
Two which come to mind are firstly, the scene where one hears the 
voice of Richard outlining a plan to Buckingham and sees his sinister 
shadow slipping down a door to the floor, as Richard himself descends 
some steps; and secondly, the equally clever but less subtle scene 
where, at the Battle of Bosworth, one sees the crown rolling along the 
ground among the horses hooves. Such scenes however are often ac
companied by some strange anachronisms, e.g., whilst fully appreciating 
the importance of music in emphasizing the meaning and significance of 
scenes in a film, I feel that the organist at Edward IV’s coronation would 
hardly have been in a position to play Arnold Bax’s “Paeana”.

Some of the scenes too, are melodramatic. At Richard’s coronation, 
Lady Anne, his queen, took minutes to kneel down and kiss the king’s 
hand, and all that time she was looking at him with intense hatred, 
until (much to my relief) she fainted and ended this ridiculous, long-
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drawn-out performance. The only thing which enabled me to 
endure such scenes was my frequent amazement at the skill of the 
effects staff who, e.g., enabled Sir Lawrence to sustain such a realistic 
wound as that in the throat (which gushed blood as he was stabbed) 
and still live to collect the awards !

Despite the faults which I have pointed out above, Richard I I I  
is a film which shows Sir Laurence Olivier’s personal achievement as 
actor and producer at its peak. He undoubtedly deserves his “British 
Film Academy Award” for the best performance by a British actor in 
1955. Whether the film Richard I I I  merited the award for the best 
British Film of 1955 is rather more open to doubt.

R.A.C.B. (VI V.A.)

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
On February 2nd, members of Forms V and VI went to the Playhouse 

to see its interpretation of G. B. Shaw’s St Joan; they were both pleased 
and disappointed.

T o take the disappointments first: the play moved too slowly and 
the actors seemed disinclined to do more than “say” their parts; 
movement was lacking. Colour was lacking too, and this in a play of 
the middle ages where pageantry is expected and good lighting enhances 
it !

However, Jill Showell as Joan more than made up for these defects 
and she improved in sexless charm and appeal as the play developed, 
although the Lancashire accent we had come to expect from reading 
the play was missing. Her reactions to the many emotional situa
tions were most moving.

The Archbishop’s hot temper was very convincing—as were the 
rugged friendliness of Dunois and the narrow-minded nationalism 
of the chaplain. The highlights were Warwick (Bernard Horsfall) 
and Cauchon (Frederick Bartman); they were right inside their parts 
and the mutual dislike of the two was most pronounced; the air was 
electric.

And David Aylmer’s interpretation of the Inquisitor was interesting 
—with an old man’s voice, quiet yet clear and convincing, he held 
our attention by the sheer logic of the words—tribute to G.B.S. and to 
D.A. ! Of Kendrick Owen’s portrayal of the Dauphin it is difficult to 
write; opinions vary. Some found him a caricature of a more exag
gerated type than Shaw intended; others found him the typical product 
of the effeminate French court—but he had a presence and a personality 
that could not be overlooked.

John Harrison, the producer, had put before us a most thought- 
provoking creation.

The Second Forms enjoyed a later visit to the playhouse where 
they saw Sydney Grundy’s A Pair of Spectacles. Here Kendrick 
Owen had a very different part to play; Mr. Benjamin Goldfinch was 
a warm-hearted, charitable, lovable, old man, in strong contrast to 
his suspicious, miserly brother Gregory (played by Bernard Horsfall)
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and much fun was extracted from their differing reactions to problems 
that arose. The characters and plot generally were unoriginal—the 
friend whose ships are lost at sea, the son who wastes his substance in 
London, the shy Victorian miss—but a cast which enjoyed the romp and 
could infect its audience with its spirit made it a most enjoyable 
afternoon’s entertainment.

S.B.(VI L.A.)
C.E.W.C.

The Nottingham Council of Education in World Citizenship held 
its usual Spring Conference on Saturday, 24th March, at the Mundella 
School; the topic chosen by the committee this year was “The Middle 
East”.

As is normal in C.E.W.C. one-day conferences, there were two 
speakers. Before tea, Mrs. L. Jeger, M.P., spoke on “Israel’s Position 
Today” and put forward a reasonable, impartial view of the present 
situation in Israel. After tea, Mr. Walid El Khalidi, of Oxford 
University (a B.B.C. lecturer) gave “The Arab Point of View” in a 
singularly persuasive manner. The conference ended with a lively 
Brains Trust and a delightful social.

The attendance from the school’s Sixth Form was disappointing; 
it is to be hoped that there will be an improvement next year.

D.G.W.
THE CHRISTIAN UNION

During the past two terms we have enjoyed visits from many notable 
speakers.

The Spring Term commenced with a visit from Rev. T. F. Cawthera 
who roused interesting controversies in his address on“Bible Relevance” 
The chairman was W. Hall. This meeting was followed by two 
Christian Forums which were greeted with much enthusiasm from 
our members; the panel consisted of Mr. McCandless, Mr. Adams, 
D. Leivers, and K. J. Dearman. Then the Rt. Rev. A. M. 
Gelsthorpe, the Assistant Bishop of Southwell, talked to us on 
‘Adventures in Africa’; the frank way he answered our questions was 
most stimulating. The chairman was J. F. Slater. ‘The Cross 
within a Cross’ was the title of an address given by Rev. T. J. Hamer, 
B.A., B.D.,at our next meeting which, with J. F. Peberdy in the chair, 
made a fitting conclusion to the Spring Term’s activities.

The Summer Term opened with a visit from Rev. James Jackson who, 
under the chairmanship of A. K. Strong, spoke on ‘The Church in 
America’. A most interesting and stimulating address was given to 
us by Mr. G. E. Goodall who spoke on ‘Between the Books’ of the old 
and New Testaments. The chairman for this meeting was J. R. 
Fletcher.

We have been favoured with an average attendance of twenty-two, and 
we would, in conclusion, thank most warmly all those who have 
contributed to the success of our Christian Union.

D.J.R.
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THE LITERARY CLUB
The club has again been extremely virile especially in its study of 

the drama, where plays by Anouilh, Christopher Fry, T. S. Eliot, 
J. M. Synge, Karel Capek and O’Casey have been objects of our 
attention. The excellent Playhouse production of St Joan was 
visited by the Club.

To ensure that our vision did not become exclusively narrowed to 
one out of the many literary fields available, two meetings were devoted 
to a collective assessment of the works of that local “problem child”, 
D. H. Lawrence. To give further variety, the services of Mr. Dutton 
were secured on another occasion. Here we were extremely fortunate 
and the club was shaken out of its almost inevitable “ex-curriculo” 
modernistic tendencies by his lively, gramophone-illustrated treatment 
of Anglo-Saxon Literature.

Preparations are now in hand for our annual dinner; this will be 
a fitting finale to a highly successful year.

J F B
HOUSE NOTES

BARBER HOUSE
Since the last House Notes were written three of the Inter-House 

championships have been decided.
The final round of the Senior Rugby Championship was not, as 

was prophesied by many people, a walk over for McEwen House. 
They did, however, win 11-8, thus winning the Kayser Cup—our
selves being the runners-up. The Juniors were disappointing in 
their attempts to play Rugby, although the team contained a fair 
proportion of boys who play for a School XV.

It was, however, by the success of the Juniors—for the Middles and, 
in particular, the Seniors aided them little—that the House regained 
the Learning Cup for Swimming.

In the Athletics Sports, the Middles and Seniors combined did 
all that was expected of them and we won the Clifton Cup for Senior 
Athletics. The Juniors detracted from the success of the Middles and 
Seniors by coming fourth.

The House has had a moderately successful year but its achievements 
are the work of isolated groups and individuals, not as it should be, 
of all age groups of the School.

The Inter-House Cricket competition is still to be held, and here 
a little success may be anticipated.

M.W.
BALK HOUSE

Learning quickly from their early mistakes against McEwen House 
which they beat by 29 points to 3 the Junior XV developed into an 
intelligent, free-scoring side, playing good, open, enthusiastic rugger. 
Before the final match with Bulkeley House—easily the best game seen 
on the school field last season (drawn 6 points all) this team defeated 
Barber House by 32 points to 0. Although the “play-off” was a
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thrilling affair with the lead changing hands five times before we 
eventually won 19-9, it was far too scrappy and, as a game, not such 
a pleasing spectacle as the previous draw.

Alas ! the Seniors, following their usual standard of play, lost in 
their last match to a Bulkeley House XV which could have been 
beaten if only our backs had received the ball. The one chance our 
threes did have was taken gratefully resulting in our first (and last) 
points in the series.

For the second year running, our Juniors won the Junior House 
Championship in the Athletics Sports; our Senior points were again 
however very few, but there was a distinct improvement in our Middles’ 
contribution to the Senior points total. But for the injury to our 
sprint hope, M. Fisher, we might have relinquished the wooden 
spoonist’s position in this division.

We continue to swim well, for, although losing the Swimming 
Championship to Barber House, we did finish second.

Cricket is the only competition in which a decision is now awaited, and 
both Junior and Senior X I’s are potentially match-winning com
binations ; all that is necessary is a slice of luck. J F B

BULKELEY HOUSE
Rugby Football: Our teams have not distinguished themselves this

year ! The Seniors won only one of the three matches and were 
placed third; the Juniors won two matches, drew the third and lost 
the replay—they were placed second. Junior Colours were awarded to 
I. A. Rowley and D. E. Martin.

Swimming: At the Swimming Sports at Noel Street Baths, our 
Seniors were placed third, the Middles second and the Juniors fourth. 
In the final results, the House came third. Middle Colours were 
awarded to T. J. Allen and M. F. Swingler and Senior Colours to 
M. H. Bayliss.

Athletics: Both teams were placed third, and although P. Morris set 
up a new record in the Junior Hop, Step and Jump and M. H. Bayliss 
set a good standard in the new event—the pole vault— the general 
results were disappointing. However, Junior Colours were given to 
P. Morris, Middle Colours to D. Cox and A. J. Rushforth and Senior 
Colours to M. H. Bayliss and J. Whitley. R.V.N.

McEWEN HOUSE
Our only success to date has been gained by the Senior RugbyXV 

which fulfilled expectations in defeating a strong Barber House XV. 
The Juniors failed through lack of talent rather than keenness to score 
a victory in their matches.

But in the Swimming and Athletic Sports we did not experience the 
same measure of success. In both, the Seniors, so often relied upon, 
failed to collect the necessary points to pull the Juniors through.

The future, however, affords a much rosier outlook. With a little 
more effort, the Juniors can win their cricket cup; the strong Senior 
X I with a fair share of luck should have little difficulty in retaining theirs

W.B.
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THE PARENT-STAFF ASSOCIATION
On the 16th February, a very interesting talk was given by Mr. S. 

Marshall on “School Journeys”; the talk was illustrated by lantern 
slides which he had prepared himself. It was followed by films of 
two School Journeys (Belgium and Switzerland)—these were kindly 
presented by Mr. Turner.

The meeting on “Engineering as a Career”, postponed from Nov. 
17th, was held on March 8th. It was well attended, and following the 
speakers, many questions were raised by members of the audience.

Twenty nine members and friends visited Stratford-on-Avon on 
Saturday, April 28th, to see “The Merchant of Venice”.

Next term, we are hoping to arrange debates with Brincliffe Parent- 
Teacher Association, a Brains Trust on ‘University Life’ and talks on 
‘Automation’.

R.McC.

CLASS RE-UNION No. 1
In September ’39 some 20-odd nervous “fags” assembled in Room 

5 as Form Ic. The following 5 years were not marked in any way 
by academic or athletic achievements. But as the years passed by, 
the Form was bound by a spirit which, whilst by no means unique at the 
school, did much to make the “years of learning” be remembered with 
a feeling of warmth. Came July ’44 and the members of the Form, 
now 5c, dispersed to go their separate ways.

But some 12 years later at a chance meeting of two old boys, and 
between yarns of the old days, the possibility of a class reunion was 
discussed and ‘feelers’ were put out in the form of letters to the very 
few members whose addresses were known. The results were over
whelming in enthusiasm, and so the wheels began to turn, and the 
great hunt was on, to span the years and trace the chaps who were now 
scattered over the country. Enquiries from person to person, motoring 
through the dark wilds of Carlton on icebound roads, telephone calls, 
searches in the city library, through the national telephone directories, 
and one by one the fellows were located. It was wonderful to hear 
from them all again, and so on Saturday, March 10th, at the Black Boy 
Hotel, the first class reunion in the history of the school was held. 
The occasion was honoured by the presence of the Headmaster and 
also that of Mr. A. Hobson, our Form Master of those many years ago; 
he journeyed from his retirement on the South Coast to be with the 
old Form once again. After an excellent dinner, the past 12 years 
were shed and the scrapes and adventures of schooldays were merrily 
recalled.

The occasion was a truly memorable one for all, and is to be repeated 
in the future, so that such friendships, forged at the school, shall not 
be forgotten in the years to come.

P.F.B.
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“PIRATE WATERS”

Through his interests in scouting Kenneth Ireland (’40-’47) is known 
personally and by repute to a far greater number of boys past and present 
than is usual for an Old Boy of the Henry Mellish G.S. The School 
is therefore proud to announce the advent in print of his second book 
Pirate Waters published by Hodder and Stoughton at 8/6d., which is 
a sequel to The Eye of Kish, published by the same firm last year.

The activities of five boys, all but one being Mellish boys (two of 
whom are still with us), on a motor cruiser aided by two girls in a yacht - 
both flying the “Jolly Roger”—turn the Norfolk Broads into “Pirate 
Waters” for one week during an Easter holiday. The latent spirit 
of “adventure”, common to all children in their early “teens”, whetted 
by the thrill of learning to sail, is fired by the suspicious behaviour of 
the owner of a large motor cruiser—later revealed as a member of a 
gang of gold smugglers.

The denouement is logically ordered and author’s charm, enthusiasm 
and his skill as a born story teller become increasingly apparent. 
Delightful, naively humorous incident (the consumption of fried 
mouse is not recommended by the author !) together with informative 
pieces of nautical, natural and geographical “minutiae” fall smoothly 
within the fabric of the story.

This is wholesome children’s literature at its best and it shows that 
Ken has discovered a worthwhile pastime and one in which he can 
excel. We understand that a third tale is nearing completion and we 
look forward to its publication.

J.F.B.
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G.B.S., 100
1956 marks the occasion of the hundredth anniversary of the birth 

of an individual who in the course of attaining a position of pre
eminence in his influence upon British and International thought 
during the period since 1890, gained several different reputations. 
Although the Third Programme declared Bernard Shaw to be “the 
most readable of music critics, an incomparable dramatic critic, the 
most entertaining of orators, a writer who could even make economics 
interesting and a great deflator of humbug, pomposity and pretentious
ness in every form of human activity”, it is as a playwright “second 
only to Shakespeare in the language” that he will be best remembered.

Owing to his plays being superbly readable, it is often forgotten 
that they were written for the live stage, from which viewpoint they 
should primarily be considered. They stand by themselves as the 
truest manifestation of his art, although his famous Prefaces, penned 
in eminently lucid prose, merit attention when studying the philosophy 
of his dramas.

“The more topical the play, the more it dates;” so said G.B.S. in 
his 1930 preface to The Philanderer. Topicality is a fault in many of 
his plays and the much neglected The Doctor's Dilemma, which is a 
fine dramatic work suffers in this respect. It is now theatrically 
overshadowed by the later St. Joan, partly by virtue of Jeanne d’A rc’s 
being an historical figure which has achieved an immortality which 
the play fosters and partly by the play’s more mature and rounded 
prose. The speeches in St Joan surpass all but the best of verse; 
two passages are particularly conspicuous—the Inquisitor’s explanation 
—with studied analytical ease—of the true incidence of heresy, 
and Joan’s impassioned outburst on the necessity for freedom, when, 
after recanting, she was sentenced to perpetual imprisonment.

It is certain that these and others of Shaw’s plays will pass into the 
permanent repertoire of the true theatre. We are however too near 
to the living Shaw, our great satirical humorist, to attempt a detached 
assessment of the works of Shaw the dramatist. Perhaps that 
detachment will never be attained for, although now six years departed, 
Shaw the man is still a powerful influence upon twentieth century 
thought. J.F.B.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
GOODN IGHT 

There are stars in the midnight sky 
That we never can see in the day;
There are lessons in life we never do learn,
Till the sunshine has vanished away.
If the sun never set in the western sky 
We should tire of his glowing light;
For us there would be no rosy dawn,
If we never said, “Goodnight”.



THE CENTAUR Twenty-three

Though this life may be all that is fair,
Full of love, and with never a pain,
Only those who have parted can quite understand 
All the joy of meeting again.
If our life never set in a fading sky 
We should weary of earthly light;
For us there would be no heavenly dawn,
If we never said “Goodnight”.

T. G. (VI L.A.)
ANOTHER HURDLE 

The scene is a long, low, dimly-lit corridor; on the right are numerous 
doors, spaced at regular intervals; on the left through some small 
windows, is a leaden, overcast sky.

A tall, bespectacled man in a blue suit glides in from the right, and 
selecting a key from a large bunch in his hand he unlocks one of the 
heavy strong, wooden doors. It groans open and the imposing figure 
enters and beckons one of the four apprehensive idlers who, white
faced, are huddled in a group discussing their immediate future.

The door slams shut, leaving my two companions and myself to 
reflect on our future. Ten minutes later, the door opens and the 
second victim enters—the first victim, his ordeal over, pauses to 
whisper a few words of encouragement, and disappears, the echoes of 
his footsteps ringing round the never-ending corridors. The next 
ten minutes fly past— it is my turn next !

At last the door opens, there is an empty feeling in my stomach, 
and with startling suddenness I am in ! The door slams behind me— 
there’s no turning back now ! A pair of beady eyes glance at me and 
I resign myself to my fate. My tormentor barks, “Ah ! Un de mes 
vieux amis !”—My French Oral has begun !

B.A.S. (VA.)
THE GREAT GAME 

I love to watch the milk-white globes 
Traverse the verdant field,
As the ersatz sun 
With brilliant glare 
Lights up the warrior’s* shield.
I love to sit and softly hear 
The kiss of the ivory;
Then the scarlet sphere 
Trapped in the net 
Sounds a heavenly symphony.
I love to play this noble game 
Which you by now have guessed 
Is ‘Billiards’ called.
’T is my mania now—
Of all games the very best.

*Club badge G.G. (VA)



Careers in the Coal Industry.—Modern Coalmining is very 
largely a new industry. More accurately, it is an old and vital 
industry which is being reconstructed to serve the present and future 
needs o f the nation. While other forms o f energy will help, the main 
source o f power in the foreseeable future will continue to be coal.

Technical Careers.—Many well-paid and absorbing jobs are 
available and the Coal Board are ready to train you for them, either 
through a University Scholarship or—if you prefer to earn and learn 
at the same time—by taking you into the industry straight from 
school and providing technical training without loss of pay.

University Scholarships.—Highly-trained mining engineers are 
urgently needed. The National Coal Board offer a hundred 
University Scholarships a year : most are in Mining Engineering, 
but some are available in Mechanical, Electrical and Chemical 
Engineering and in Fuel Technology. They are worth about the 
same as State Scholarships and successful candidates receive them 
in full—parents’ financial position makes no difference to the value 
o f the awards.

Practical Training.—When you have qualified—either through 
the University or through technical college while working—you are 
eligible for a two or three year course under the Coal Board’s 
management training scheme. Each trainee has a course mapped 
out for him personally and a senior engineer gives him individual 
supervision. If you come in to the industry on the mining 
engineering side, you have a very good chance of becoming, between 
the ages of 25 and 30, a colliery undermanager at a salary between 
£975 and £1,300 a year—or even a colliery manager with a salary in 
the range £1,050 to £1,800.

Other Careers.—There are also good careers in the Board’s 
Scientific Department and in administrative posts. Young men 
and women o f good educational standard (who have preferably 
spent some time in the sixth form or have attended a university) 
are also needed in such fields as marketing, finance and labour 
relations.

Full details can be obtained from any Divisional Headquarters o f the Board or 
from the National Coal Board, Hobart House, London S.W.I.
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THE PRESTIGE OF THE BRITISH GHOST
To see a ghost is the ambition of everyone and the Government, 

especially at Christmas time, should make an effort to see that ghosts 
are distributed evenly among the homes of England, ancient and 
modern. Everyone knows that there is more chance of seeing a 
ghost in an old house than in a Mayfair flat, but in my opinion ghosts 
should be distributed to every house.

The British Ghost has been neglected for many centuries so I 
suggest that an old castle should be set aside and used as a breeding 
ground for these curious creatures and so increase their number and 
maintain people’s interest in them. I also suggest that an R.S.P.C.G. 
be formed in this castle for these harmless hallucinations who in are 
dire need of comfort and protection.

Most people are afraid of ghosts and usually scream from fright, so 
discouraging the poor things from making further appearances. All 
heads should be carried between the shoulders and not under the arm 
as this also might discourage a would-be fan. All chains should be 
made of light alloy, so making the ghost more active, yet still producing 
the right noise. All blood dripping should be abolished because of 
the amount of work it would cause carpet cleaners, and the necessity 
of keeping the ghost alive.

When these matters have been dealt with, we hope that our ghosts 
of England will be superior in security and comfort to all foreign 
competitors.

J.F.A. (IVb)

HIAWATHA’S COOKING 
Hiawatha tossed his pancake,
Tossed his golden crispy pancake;
In the air it turned and twisted— 
Turned and looped with graceful ease. 
Down it came so fast, so quickly,
That our Hiawatha missed it 
And it splattered on the carpet,
On the new, so handsome, carpet, 
That is made a stain so big—a 
Stain that would be everlasting. 
Minnehaha took the hot pan—
Took the pan from Hiawatha,
Smote the noble Hiawatha,
Made him scrape his lovely pancake 
From the carpet new and handsome, 
Called him useless butter fingers 
Couldn’t even toss a pancake.

N.S. (lb)
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ON GATES
The time is 7.0 a.m.; all over the sleepy city, a hundred dirty little 

paper shops open, and spew forth a few hundred even dirtier little 
paper-boys carrying large and uncomfortable bags, which, if possible 
are dirtier still.

In some cases they are followed by grubby mongrels. A privileged 
few have bikes. These are the aristocracy !

In winter of course ‘the rahnd’ is arduous; the council has 
omitted to sand the icy road, and, on a large and heavy bike, with a 
large and heavy bag hanging round one’s neck and down one’s left 
side, it is, to put it mildly, difficult to balance the said bike, at ten 
miles an hour, without the front wheel slipping round the lamp post 
which always seems to be present at happenings like this. Also there 
are GATES.

With the sun still wondering whether or not to come up, on the 
said wintry day, the sensation of having just stubbed one’s second 
finger on some unyielding substance, with bruises all over one’s 
back from the latest argument with the ro ad, the snow on the ground, 
trodden into hard, slithery bumps, and the grey-black clouds debating 
whether to hail, snow or rain, it is not surprising that one loses a little 
of that subtle quality known as good-temper.

But I give you a solemn warning—never let off your feelings by 
kicking the gate, unless you have a complete analysis of its character, 
age, sex, and the important fact of whether its owner is glaring out 
of his bedroom window, causing the ice to melt for yards around. 
For instance, it might be a rebounding type. Release your feelings 
by giving it a good hard K ICK  and it flies open with a crash. Walk 
in, and a split second later, receive the said gate with stunning force, 
in the solar plexus. On closer inspection, there will be (a) A spring, 
cunningly concealed behind the gate, and/or (b) a wall, providing 
something for it to bounce off.

Another contraption is the ‘Gate that won’t’ For your own sake, 
don’t kick this one, as you will probably be wearing soft Wellington 
boots, and it would take a bulldozer to shift it. Just try opening it 
towards you. It usually works.

Beware of large gates (door-height and still growing) also of worm- 
eaten wood, with initials of countless bygone ages carved upon them, 
as they are inclined to stick, and open unexpectedly when you "heave 
and push. They breed in the early spring, and have large dogs 
lurking behind them.

Another type which exasperates all true paper boys is the,—well, 
I haven’t thought of a really good name for it yet, except one used 
on the spot. You open it, and deliver the paper. You come back, 
remembering that the last time it was left open, a dog got in, and made 
a light lunch of the new bulbs, and diligently close it.

It bounces !
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You close it again, not so diligently, and it bounces again, but with 
a bigger bang. Once more you try, sending the hedge shivering 
all along the street. In the end, you’re driven to using the latch.

But now, when the sun is already high in the eastern sky and you 
stagger off, the worry of gates is less noticeable. Its place is taken by 
cunningly concealed cobwebs . . .

W.J.P.R. (IVb)

OUR NEW TELEVISION 
Television, Television, is it good or bad ?
My brother things it’s super;
My father thinks it’s mad;
My mother doesn’t mind the Groves 
Or a play that’s good and sad;
My sister’s simply dotty,
Over everything that’s on;
Now I rather like some cricket,
And a football match, or two,
But they always seem to be on 
When there’s something else to do,
And the best things seem to be 
At bed time, don’t you know;
But by the way we all agree 
We really like our new T.V.

L.W. ( lib )

BENEATH THE WAVES
Deep in the ocean, miles from land,

Dwell creatures great and small.
There lies, surrounded by mud and weeds, 

The galleon, Pall Mall.

With sides all thick with clinging shells, 
The bridge a twisted frame,

Her holds still full with mystic goods, 
Treasure from the Spanish Main.

On the gun-deck cannon lie,
Some tilted, some upright.

Positions they have kept for years,
Since stilled in their final fight.

The men who fought no doubt could tell 
A tale of strife and dread.

The Pall Mall is one of many such wrecks 
That lie on the ocean bed.

D.G. (Ilia)
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THE SEASONS 
Spring

The celandines now appear,
The trees blossom again this year,
The cuckoo is heard—
The lazy bird—-
And now summer is quite near.
Now it’s dark when you go to bed.

Summer 
All the bluebells gay are dead,
Now bloom the wild roses red,
The farmer tosses yellow hay,
The swallows now are on their way, 

Autumn 
Apples ripen in the sun,
Autumn frosts have now begun,
Leaves are dropping from the trees,
And up springs a northerly breeze,
To keep warm now you have to run.

Winter 
Winter wild at last is here,
It is dark and it is drear,
Over the ground is a snow-carpet thick 
The cows now for food must eat o f the rick- 
And we welcome in the New Year. J.T. (Ia)



Telephone 43531 & 43532.

SISSON & PARKER
LTD

BOOKS ON ALL SUBJECTS 

STATIONERY, FOUNTAIN PENS 

H A N D I C R A F T  

FANCY GOODS 

PICTURES

W h e e le r  G ate, N o t t in g h am

D ELIGHTFUL Tours and Excursions from 180 Alfreton 
Road, and the Car Park, 9 Derby Road. (See Adverts in 

local evening papers).

BRIDLINGTON, Filey and Scarborough Service, every 
Saturday and Sunday, from Whitsuntide to end o f 

September, and also at Easter & Christmas (see timetable).
S K I L L ’S M O T O R  C O A C H E S

Head Office • ST. PETERS STREET \  \ Y v r T T \ r H i \/i 
Branch Offices: 180 ALFRETON ROAD /  1
and Car Park, 9, Derby Rd.

Telephone : 74645 (five lines)



HENRY MELLISH 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL

School Blazers Sizes 5 - 1 4
from 77/6

Grey Flannels Sizes 6 - 14
from 51/9

School Caps price 9/6

School Ties price 6/11

School Hose from 10/3

Grey Flannel Jacket & Trousers
Sizes 7 - 1 4  from £7 I 9

W ith Shorts Sizes 5 - 10
from £4 8 6

Black School Shoes with Uskhide
soles in three fittings price 45/9

W ith Neolite Soles Sizes 6 -9
from 49/6

Boy’s School Outfitting— 
Ground Floor.

You may order by tele
phone with complete 
confidence.

Griffin &
NOTT INGHAM Telephone 45577

JOH N  CLO U G H  &  SON . 
124/128 CANAL STREET. 

NOTTINGHAM


