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HENRY MELLISH G.S. 1st XI, 1955
Mr. E. A. Burnham, G. Millns, E. Pollard, M. J. Buxton, B. H. Jarvis, J. M. Lockwood, C. D. Sherwood. 

M. S. Charvill, A. G. Gimson, D. Rippon, The Headmaster, B, Scott, W. S. Grainger, D. A. Wardle
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EDITORIAL
Since 1945, Britain and the world generally have nursed many 

vain hopes and illusions. But while in politics the failure of unwarrant
ed optimism has been as frequent as ever, it is the sterility of English 
Literature in this decade that is so much to be deplored. World 
War I produced such brilliantly powerful poets as Wilfred Owen, 
Siegfried Sassoon and Rupert Brooke and profoundly influenced the 
excellent though pessimistic works of the nineteen twenties. The 
only meritorious works to be published during this period are pieces 
(in many cases decadent) by writers who established their reputations 
in the era between the wars, such as Eliot, Huxley, Fry, Balchin, 
Greene and Rattigan. The only form of writing which the ’39—’45 
War created is that class of non-fiction labelled “war-books”. These 
are still being printed in an ever-increasing number and variety, 
until, the stage of incredulity and novelty being exhausted, serious 
readers have become increasingly weary of and exasperated by war stories. 
It is felt in many circles that this type of highly polished journalism, 
primed to perfection by certain of its practitioners, whilst adding 
nothing to our cultural heritage, is detrimental by its very lucrativeness 
to the future of English Literature.

Can it be that the vast overwhelming nature of scientific and tech
nological progress of this last half century has stultified all manifestations 
of artistic instinct ? Has scientific method fostered “la paresse 
intellectuelle” in those spheres not strictly functional and material ? 
It is to be hoped that the quality, vitality and vigour clearly evident 
in contemporary French literature shew, at least, that lack of determina
tion and direction can be overcome. Sartre, Mauriac, Malraux, 
Cocteau, Anouilh, Claudel and Maurois—the brightest stars in the 
galaxy of French literary talent may be brought to the notice of those 
who believe science to be responsible for the decline in the standards 
of English Literature. Basically, what is required to lift the world of 
English letters out of its present “Slough of Despond” and develop 
our latent potentialities is an increase in effort and determination by 
everybody who has occasion to write in English.

Although we are not sure that the observant reader will discover 
in this magazine work of true literary merit which will point to a 
revival in literature in the next decade, it is to be wished that if un
successful in this quest, he will be able to discern signs at least of 
industry in the literary presentation of all contributions.

J.F.B.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
School Captain'. 
Vice-Captain: 
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

House Captains: 

Capt. 1 st XV ■

W. Barnes
J. F. Brown
H. R. Beastall, R. A. C. Bramley, J. A. Fenton,
A. G. Gimson, B. H. Jarvis, D. Leivers, R. V. 
Newton, D. Rippon, P. L. Taylor, M. Webster. 
M. H. Albon, P. M. Burrows, A. E. Copley,
K. J. Dearman, M. Fisher, M. J. Hammersley, 
P. J. Hemmings, R. Lewis, D. J. Metcalf,
B. Milner, D. W. Milns, D. J. Mundy, 
G. Nightingale, J. F. Peberdy, B. Purdy, 
D. J. Royle, M. G. Savage, R. W. Seedhouse, 
R. G. Toplis, D. G. Welsh.
Bulkeley—R. V. Newton Barber—M. Webster
McEwen—W. Barnes Balk—J. F. Brown 
W. Barnes V i c e - C a p t J. F. Brown

SCHOOL NOTES
The School Year, 1955—56, began on 7th September, with 540 boys.
Mr. R. E. Kimmons left in July to take the post of Senior French 

Master at Corby Grammar School; in his place we welcome Mr. 
Lovibond.

We heartily congratulate the two boys, A. C. Antcliff and A. E. 
Copley, who, on the results of the G.E.C. examinations last July, were 
awarded State Scholarships.

The Endowment Prize for the best school certificate of Ordinary 
Level will go this year to S. C. Holmes; he passed in seven subjects.

B. Scott and S. Granger were selected for the Notts Grammar 
Schools cricket Trial match in July and Scott was picked as 12th man 
in the match against Derbyshire schools.

Cricket Colours for 1955 were awarded to B. Scott (re-award), 
B. H. Jarvis, W. S. Granger.

Included in the Notts U.15 Rugby match against Leics. U.15 
at Leicester, 26th November, were G. R. Walker (Capt.), P. Richardson, 
J. M. Gregg and T. L. Butcher.

The following boys were selected to play in the County Grammar 
Schools Rugby Trial match in December:—M. H. Albon, W. Barnes, 
A. H. Beadsworth, R. A. C. Bramley, A. C. Gimson, B. H. Jarvis and 
P. L. Taylor (reserve).

Parties of Fifth Form boys visited the following places in July, 
after the G.C.E. examinations:—County Cricket Ground, Boots Pure 
Drug Co. (Beeston), John Player & Sons, Brush Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Loughborough.

An account of the visit of twenty five boys and two masters to 
Switzerland may be found in later pages of this magazine.

Three parties of boys attended school matinees at the Playhouse 
during the Autumn Term and there saw “Mirandolina”, “The Winter’s 
Tale” and “The Case of the Frightened Lady”.
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The Dramatic Society presented R. C. Sherriff’s “The White 
Carnation” to appreciative audiences on the four evenings, 13th—16th 
December.

1st XI {Home) Cricket Fixtures for 1956 are as follows:—
May 12th and 26th, June 9th.

The recommendation to give the four School Houses names, instead 
of colours merely, was confirmed at a recent Governors’ Meeting. 
Blue House will now become Bulkeley House (named after the Director 
of Education when the school was founded); Green House will become 
Barber House (named after Major J. P. Barber, D.S.O., Governor since 
the school’s foundation); Red House will be McEwen House (after 
Mr. K. McEwen, the first senior master) and Yellow House will be 
Balk House (after Mr. T. O. Balk, the first headmaster.)

The year 1955 deserves to be remembered in the school’s annals, 
we are told, because in that year, among other important events, were 
played a Cricket Match and a Soccer Match between the Masters and 
the school. The Masters won both matches !

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, McCandless, Marshall, Smith, H. K. Butler, J. F. Brown, 
and R. G. Toplis.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines and 
apologise for possible omissions:— The Brunts Magazine, The Cestre- 
feldian, The Gong, The Granthamian, The Humphrey Perkins Chronicle, 
The Mitre, The Mundella Magazine, The Newtonian, The Nottingham
ian, The West Bridgfordian, The Magazine of the Royal College, Ceylon, 
The Alexandra Magazine, Singapore.

VALETE
6USc Arthur, B. J.; Howden, J. D.; AntclifF, A. C.; Burton, R. K.;

Hatcher, M. E.; Hayes, R.; Johnson, D.; Leigh, D. F.; Overton, K. 
S.• Palmer, J. I.; Powell, J. A.; Smith, P.

6UA Bagworth, J. C.; Barnes, C. A.; Budgen, V. J.; Buxton, M. J.;
Charvill, M. S.; Handford, G. C.; Hill, P. R.; [Hodge, B. T .;
King, J. T.; Scott, B.; Shipley, D.; Shopland J. G.; Smedley, N.

5Sc Burchall, W.; Charles, S. A.; Gilbert, P.; Hallam, D. H.; Hart, G. E.;
Holmes, S. C.; Lloyd, A. W.; Loasby, J. M.; Loverseed, D. E.; 
Mather, H.; McLean, D.; Parkes, M. J.; Smedley, R. T .; Turner, T. P.; 
Ward, B.

5A Bellamy, P.; Brunswick, R. J.; De Lancy, J. C.; Greasley, P. J.;
Howard, G.; Hughes, G. E.; Jackson, J. G.; Johnson, D.; Lambley, 
G. O.; Lockwood, J. M.; Newbert, B. D.; Olifent, G. M.; Randall, 
M. E.; Rhodes, J. D.; Shaw, W. D.; Singleton, D. E.; Smithurst, B. L.; 
Storey, B. R.; Swain, R. S.; Wood, L.

5r Barton, E. P.; Bentley, J.; Clarke, W. A.; Clifford, G. R.; Freeman, J.R.
Granger, W. S.; Hemment, L. J.; Hickinbotham, A. J.; McMurdo, 
R. I.; Panter, D. C.; Richardson, L.; Rowberrv, J. S.; Shaw, J. D.; 
Smith, D.; Topple, R. M.; Wardle, D. A.; Smith, A. R.; Oakley, P.; 
Hine, T. L.; Radford, W.; Cook, I. R.

2c Mellows, A. G.; Gosling, R. K.; Bexton, C.
1 c Bradley, R.
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AVETE
1 a Garstang, C. A. H.; Green, D. F.; Gregory, M. J.; Herbert, P. J.;

Hodgkinson, K.; Hunt, T .; Knight, J. C.; Lawson, A.; Lowe, T. P.; 
Lyon, J. P.; Mann, R.; Morley, R.; Morton, I. D.; Sharp, N. P. B.; 
Smith, R. D.; Stocks, R.; Taylor, D. R.; Tebbs, J. M.; Ward, R. G.; 
Watson, J. D.; Wheat, J. M.; Whitby, S. E.; Wingate, P. F.; 
Wilkinson, A. R.

1 b Austin, B. M.; Bachelor, J.; Bell, D.; Clifton, T.; Cole, T. P.;
Custance, S. A.; Deane, C. R.; Dennis, G. E.; Drinkwater, D.; 
Ellis, J. M.; Evans, J. W.; Green, F. B.; Hall, A. C.; Hardy, G.; 
Harper, D. C.; Hearne, J. J.; Hedges, D.; Hill, J.S.; Lander, M.J.; 
Lucas, R.; Masson, G. D.; Mellors, J. E.; Randle, D. N.; Riley, B.; 
Spray, R. A.; Stevenson, M. R.; Sturtivant, N. J.; Swallow, N. S.; 
Thorn, M.; Tomlinson, W. E.

1 c Barber, C.; Bates, R. W.; Battersby, R.; Bradley, R.; Brett, G I. C.;
Bush, J.; Cartlidge, R.; Chambers, M. R.; Charlton, J. P.; Cooper, 
M. R.; Cox, B. R.; Douglass, H. J. F.; Glasby, J.; Hallam, P.; 
Jarratt, A. H.; Kingstone, S. F.; McLean, L. N. A.; Marson, D. A.; 
Martin, R. W.; Mawson, D. F.; Mew, R. G.; Nightingale, R.; 
Shelton, B.; Slaney, M. E. D.; Swann, R.; Teate, G. R.; Toone, R. A.; 
Towlson, J. R.; Turner, D. R.; Tyldeslev, C. R.; Wain, J.

2b Locke, M. J. M.
3c Harper, G. D.; Hicks, H. G.; Marshall, A. W.; Scothern, N.;

Toyne, P. A.
5a Hewitt, C. R.
6a Scothern, J. M.

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, 1955
In the Oxford General Certificate of Education (Advanced Level) 

Examination, held in the summer term, the following passed in the 
number of subjects shown; the first number denotes passes at Advanced 
Level, the second number passes at Ordinary Level (on A.L. papers):— 
Alexander, D. J. (2, 0); Antcliff, A. C. (3, 0); Arthur, B. J. (4, 0); Bagworth, 
J. C. (1, 2); Barnes, C. A. (2, 1); Barnes, W. (2, 1); Beastall, H. R. (4, 0); 
Brown, J. F. (3, 0); Budgen, V. J. (2, 0); Burton, R. K. (4, 0); Buxton, M. J. 
(3, 0); Charvill, M. S. (1, 1); Copley, A. E. (3, 0); Hatcher, M. E. (2, 1); 
Hayes, R. (4, 0); Hill, P. R. (0, 3); Hodge, B. T. (0, 3); Johnson, D. (4, 0); 
King, J. T. (3, 0); Metcalf, D. J. (3, 0); Newton, R. V. (4, 0); Overton, K. S. 
(2, 1); Palmer, J. I. (2, 0); Pokorny, M. R. (2, 1); Powell, J. A. (3, 0); Rippon, 
D. (3, 0); Savage, M. G. (2, 1); Scott, B. (2, 0); Shipley, D. (2, 0); Shopland, 
J. G. (2, 1); Smedlev, N. (2, 1); Smith, P. (3, 0); Toplis, R. G.(0, l);Webster, 
M. (3, 0);

The following obtained Distinctions:—A. C. Antcliff (Chemistry); 
A. E. Copley (Pure Mathematics; Applied Mathematics); D. J. Metcalf 
(Chemistry); B. Scott (History).

The following pupils sat for Ordinary Level subjects and passed 
in the numbers shown :—
Addicott, F. J. (2); Albon, M. H. (6); Bagworth, J. C. (1); Barber, S. J. (3); 
Barton, E. P. (1); Bellamy, P. (5); Bentley, J. (3); Brown, K.J. (4); Brunswick, 
R. J. (4); Burchell, W. (2); Burrows, W. T. (2); Charles, S. A. (4); Clark, S. A. (1); 
Clarke, R. N. (3); Clarke, W. A. (2); Clifford, F. E. (4); Clifford, G. R. (3); 
Cossons, N. (7); Cowlishaw, D. (4); Davies, A. J. (1); Dearman, K. J. (4); 
DeLancey, J. C. (2); Elliott, T. I. (3); Falkner, M. F. (7); Fisher, G. (3); 
Fisher, M. (4); Fletcher, J. R. (8); Freeman, J. R. (1); Gilbert, P. (3); Gimson, 
A. G. (1); Granger, W. S. (3); Greasley, P. J. (5); Greene, T. (7); Hague, 
J. M. (8); Hall, W. (7); Hallam, D. H. (6); Hart, G. E. (4); Hemmings, P. J. (1);
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Hickinbotham, A. J. (5); Hill, P. R. (1); Holloway, J. A. T. (6); Holmes, S.C. (7); 
Howard, G. (8); Hughes, G. E. (6); Jackson, J. G. (4); Johnson, D. (4); 
Lambley, G. O. (7); Lloyd, A. W. (3); Loasby, J. M. (6); Lockwood, J. M. (4); 
Loverseed, D. E. (6); Mather, H. (7); McLean, D. (4); Metcalf, D. J. (1); 
Morley, T. C. (3); Newbert, B. D. (7); Nightingale, G. (4); Norman, G. (8); 
Olifent, G. M. (4); Palmer, J.I. (1); Panter, D. C. (3); Parkes, M. J. (6); 
Parkinson, D. A. (7); Peberdy, J. F. (1); Pollard, E. (6); Randall, M.E. (5); 
Rhodes, J. D. (8); Richardson, L. (4); Riley, C. K. (3); Rippon, D. (1); 
Rowberry, J. S. (3); Shaw, J, D. (5); Shaw, W. D. (6); Singleton, D. E. (3); 
Slater, J. F. (1); Smedley, R. T. (7); Smith, D. (3); Smith, G. M. (2); 
Smith, M. W. N. (6); Smithurst, B. L. (5); Storev, B. R. (4); Strong, A. K. (5); 
Swain, R. S. (7); Swift, G. A. (8); Topple, R. M. (3); Turner, T. P. (5); 
Ward, B. (5); Wardle, D. A. (4); Widlake, A. E. (4); Wilcox, G. J. (4); Wilson, 
F. D. (5); Wood, L. (6);

PRIZE LIST, 1954-g 55
Form Prizes:
P.T. and Games:
Form Prizes:
P.T. and Games:
Form Prizes:
P.T. and Games:
Form Prizes:

Forms I
C. B. Spencer, lb; P. Morris, lc; M. A. Carson, la 
K. Flint, la.

Forms II
R. M. Harrison, I la ; C. Bunting, Ila. L. C. 
Elliott, Ila.
J. C. Davison, lie.

Forms III
F. E. Willmott, Ilia; W. Wright, Ilia; D. Shaw, 
Ilia; D. E. Tomlinson, Ilia.
G. R. Walker, Illb.

Forms IV
G. Nightingale, IVa Sc.; F. E. Clifford, IVa Sc.; 
A. E. Widlake, IVa A; M. Fisher, IVa A.
A. H, Beadsworth, IVb.P.T. and Games:

Gant Prize for service to 
to the school: K. J. Dearman, IVa Sc.
Learning Prize for
conspicuous effort: A. J. Wardle, IVb.
Wharmby Cup, for the
School’s best sw immer: M. J. Fox, IVc.

Forms V
Form Prizes: S. C. Holmes, V Sc. (Endowed prize for best

result in G.C.E. at ordinary level).
D. H. Hallam, V Sc. (also the Aucott prize for 
Metalwork).
W. Hall, V Sc., J. M. Hague, V Sc; G. O. 
Lambley, VA, G. Norman; D. A. Parkinson, VA. 

COMBINED CADET FORCE 
Prizes for keenness and efficiency:
Contingent Prize: 
Naval Section: 
Army Section: 
R.A.F. Section:
Form Prizes:

Cadet W.O.II A. C. Antcliff.
Cadet A.P.O. M. R. Pokomy.
Cadet Q.M.S. T. Greene.
Cadet F/Sgt. M. G. Savage.

Forms VI
VI I.a.: R. W. Seedhouse, D, G. Welsh, B. Milner. 
VI I.s.: W. T. Burrows, M. J. Hammersley, 
P. J. Hemmings, D. Leivers.
VI u.a.: B. Scott, D. Shipley, V. J. Budgen, 
J. T. King.
VI u.s.: A. E. Copley, D. J. Metcalf, A. C. Antcliff 
M. Webster, J. I. Palmer.
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The Chairman’s Prize for
service to the School: A. C. Ancliff.
Ripley prize for service
to the school: M. J. Buxton.
Parent-Staff Association
prize for Dramatics: M. J. Buxton.

The Nicholson Cup for cricket, the Head Prefect’s Prize and the Balk Cup 
and Chairman’s Prize for service to the School: B. Scott.

HOUSE TROPHIES
Kayser Cup (Senior Rugby Football)
Orchard Cup (Junior Rugby Football)
Old Boys’ Cup (Senior Cricket)
Haines Cup (junior Cricket)
Clifton Cup (Senior Athletics)
Norman Cup (Junior Athletics)
Learning Cup (Swimming)
Memorial Cup (Junior House Championship) 
Houston Cup (Senior House Championship) 
Hurt Cup (Final House Championship)

McEwen House (R) 
Barber House (G) 
McEwen House (R) 
Balk House (Y) 
Barber House (G) 
Balk House (Y)
Balk House (Y)
Balk House (Y) 
McEwen House (R) 
McEwen House (R)

CRICKET, 1955
The school, on the whole, had quite a successful season, losing only 

two matches. Granger and Gimson proved to be a very useful batting 
combination, particularly towards the end of the season, but the school 
was lacking in middle batsmen. The bowling throughout the season 
was quite steady, Jarvis being an asset to the side, both as a reliable 
bowler, and as a useful batsman. The fielding was generally good, 
and few catches were dropped.

Colours were awarded to:—Scott (re-award), Jarvis, and Granger.
F IRST XI

Saturday, June 18th v University “B” (Away) Drawn
University “B” 130/or 9 declared (Severn 5 for 10).
School 90 for 6 (Scott 35).

Some good bowling by Severn, followed by a good display of batting by' 
Scott, were the only' highlights of this match.
Saturday, June 25th v Queen Elizabeth’s G.S. (Home) Won by 2 runs

School 41.
Queen Elizabeths' G.S. 39 (Rippon A for 9; Jarvis 4 for 22).

The most exciting match of the season, in tvhich the bow'ling on both sides 
was of a high standard.
Saturday, July 2nd v Nottm. High School (Home) Lost by 6 wkts.

School 94 (Granger 51; Gimson 21).
Nottm. High School 95 for 4.

Two intelligent and valuable innings by Granger and Gimson gave the 
school a good, but slow, start, but then the rest of the batting collapsed, and 
the High School’s fast scoring rate decided the match.
Wednesday, July 6th v Southwell G.S. (“A”) (Home) Drawn

School 98 (Jarvis 32).
Southwell G.S. 68 for 5( Dale 3 for 14).

A sound piece of batting by Jarvis brightened a dull match.
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Saturday, July 9th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Drawn
School 114 for 8 declared (Gimson 45; Buxton 21).
West Bridgford G.S. 51 for 8 (Jarvis 3 for 18).

A fine and lively display by the middle batsmen, Gimson in particular; he 
was well aided by Buxton and they helped to make it an exciting match.
Wednesday, July 13th v Alderman Newton’s G. S.(Home) Drawn 

School 107 for 4 declared (Granger 53 n.o.; Gimson 37).
Alderman Newton’s G.S. 50 for 9 (Jarvis 5 for- 8; Dale 3 for 10).

Another spirited piece of batting by Granger and Gimson put the school in 
a good position, and some fine and accurate bowling by Jarvis, in particular, 
and Dale, only just failed to give the school a deserved victory.
Saturday, July 16th v King’s School, Grantham (Home) Won by 8 wkts. 

King’s School, Grantham 66 (Scott 3 for 11).
School 67 for 2 (Granger 26; Gimson 16 n.o.).

The two batsmen, Granger and Gimson, again combined to give the school 
an easy victory.
Friday, July 22nd ®  Staff Lost by 8 runs

Staff 84 (Dale 4 for 19; Wardle 3 for 16).
School 76 (Buxton 35).

SECOND XI and COLTS XI
Saturday, June 25th®  Queen Elizabeth’s G.S. (2) (Away) Wonby2wkts 

Queen Elizabeth G.S. 61 (Pauley 4 for 16; Shaw 3 for 9).
School 69 for 8

v Queen Elizabeth’s G.S. (14) (Home) Lost by 7 wkts.
School 27
Queen Eliz-abeth G.S. 30 for 3.

Saturday, July 2nd v Nottm. High School (2) (Away) Drawn
Nottm. High School 145 for 1 declared (Foulger 5 for 36).
School 34 for 8.

Thursday, July 7th v Nottm. High School (14) (Away) Cancelled
Saturday, July 9th v West Bridgford G.S. (2) (Away) Drawn

West Bridgford G.S. 60 for 8 declared (Beadsworth 4 for 10).
School 52 for 6.

v West Bridgford G.S. (14) (Away) Lost by 4 wkts.
School 49.
West Bridgford G.S. 50for 6 (Jackson 4 for 14).

Wednesday, July 13th v Alderman Newton’s G.S. (2) (Away)
Won by 7 wkts.

School 66 for 3 declared (Budgen 35 n.o.; Pollard 24).
Alderman Newton’s G.S. 65 (Shaw 4 for 9).

Saturday, July 16th v King’s School, Grantham (2) (Away)
Won by 5 wkts.

King’s School, Grantham 31 (Pauley 4 for 9; Smith (G) 3 for 6; Shaw 2 for 4). 
School 32 for 5.

v King’s School, Grantham (14) (Home)
Won by 2 wkts.

King's School, Grantham 68 (Clements 6 for 6; Jackson 4 for 19).
School 70 for 8.
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HOUSE MATCHES 
SENIOR

THE CENTAUR

McEwen v Barber
Barber 39 (Jarvis 3 for 8; Lockwood 3 for 0; Charwill 3 for 3).
McEwen 42 for 5 (Jarvis 21 n.o.).

McEwen won by 5 wickets.
Bulkeley v Balk

Bulkeley 83 (Storey 28).
Balk 75 (Hodge 26; Storey 6 for 19 inc. hat-trick', Wardle 4 for 28).

Bulkeley won by 8 runs.
FINAL:—McEwen v Bulkeley

Bulkeley 30 (Jarvis 6 for 13 ; Barnes W. 2 for 0).
McEwen 31 for 2 (Scott 16 n.o.).

McEwen won by 8 wkts.
JUNIOR

Bulkeley v McEwen
Bulkeley 40 (Stuart 5 for 9).
McEwen 38 (Clements 1 for 9).

Bulkeley won by 2 runs.
Barber v Balk

Balk 68 (Middup 19 n.o.).
Barber 35 (Middup 4 for 10)..

Balk won by 33 runs.
FINAL:—Bulkeley v Balk 

Bulkeley 40.
Balk 42 for 8 (Clements 5 for 10).

Balk won by 2 wkts.

ATHLETICS
T he N otts Schools A.A. Championships were held on the school 

field on Saturday, 18th June. Twenty five members of the school were 
competing as representatives of the South Notts S.A.A. team which 
won two out of the three boys’ group championships (the senior and 
intermediate sections). On the merit of their performances in these 
sports, eight of our boys were selected to represent Notts at the 
“Nationals”.

T he M idland C ounties A.A.A. Championships. At Perry Barr, 
Birmingham, on Saturday, 25th June, in the Youths Discus event 
A. H. Beadsworth was placed 2nd with a throw of 144ft. 4 ins. and 
W. Barnes 6th.

At Oadby, Leicester on the following Saturday, J. F. Brown was 
8th in the final of the Junior 880 yards event, whilst J. A. Fenton was 
unlucky to be eliminated in his heat of the Youths 100 yards.

T he All-England Schools C hampionships were held at Belle Vue, 
Manchester on Friday and Saturday, July 14th and 15th. The following 
boys aided the Notts Team.
Senior (Under 19)

880 yards. J. F. Brown.
Intermediate (Under 17)

Discus. A. H. Beadsworth, W. Barnes.
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Hop, Step & Jump. B. H. Jarvis.
Long Jump. B. Purdy.
220 yards & Relay. J. A. Fenton.

Junior (Under 15)
100 yards & Relay. M. Fisher.

Although none of our party were successful in reaching the finals, 
M. Fisher was most unlucky in pulling a thigh muscle whilst qualifying 
for his semi-final and had consequently to withdraw from the competi
tion, but he did win a standard medal.
Invitation (220 — 110 — 110 — 440) Relay at Lowdham Grange 
H.M.B.I. on July 30th. The school team of Fenton, Clifton, Webster 
and Brown beat their rivals (Lowdham and High Pavement G.S.) 
to win in a time of 1 min. 46.7 secs.

Next season can be looked forward to with enthusiasm and confidence. 
None of our representatives in the Notts. S.A.A. team left school last 
July. Furthermore, our sprint relay team can be fielded unchanged, 
although there are many younger runners who will, by next season, be 
able to challenge for places in the team. All that is needed to ensure 
success is hard training with determination after Christmas and 
throughout next summer.

J.F.B.

CROSS-COUNTRY RUNNING
This sport is now far more popular in the school than it used to be, 

owing to our increased strength; especially is there a great improvement 
in packing. This new enthusiasm has led to a search for new fixtures 
and five matches have been arranged already for the Easter term. In 
the triangular match at the University, D. J. Royle showed excellent 
form, which was a just reward for his hard training. The close packing 
of Wass, Fletcher, Walters and Goodman was a pleasure to see after 
so many seasons of asking for this improvement. On the result of 
this match we can look forward to our most successful season so far. 
RESULT:
30th November: T riangular M atch at Nottingham University 
(University 2nd v Melton Mowbray G.S. v Henry Mellish G.S.)

Indiv idual :—2. D. J. Royle, 4. J. F. Brown, 11. D. M. Wass, 12. J. R. 
Fletcher, 13. D. S. Walters, 15. P. Goodman,
Time for 4J mile course 25 min. 3 secs.

Team:—1st. Nottingham University 43 pts., 2nd. Henry Mellish 57pts., 
3rd. Melton Mowbray 97 pts.

J.F.B.

ROWING
Captain: H. R. Beastall 

Vice-Captain: A. E. Copley 
Hon. Secretary: S. A. Clark

It will be remembered that the last Centaur Rowing Notes left the 
reader only part of the way through the racing season. Here are the 
rest of the results:—
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6th July. Jardine Cup.
Only the first crew was entered. In the 1st heat they beat West 

Bridgford “A” and in the second heat they were beaten by Beckett 
School “A” crew by 1-J- lengths.
9th July. D erby Regatta.

The first crew were beaten in the 1st round by Mundella “A” by 
2 lengths.

The second crew were also beaten in the 1st round by Deacon’s 
School, Peterborough.
13th July. Ball C up.

1st round. 1st. crew were beaten by King Edward’s School, Stratford 
by 1J lengths. 2nd crew beat K.E.S. “B” crew by \ length. They 
were beaten in the 2nd round by Derby School “B”, the eventual 
winners.
15th July. Spencer Cup.

The first crew was entered but lost by one length to Nottingham 
High School, the eventual winners.
15th July. H eald Cup.

The second crew was entered and lost by 1J lengths to Nottingham 
High School, the eventual winners.
16th July. Loughborough Regatta.
Maiden Fours.

The first crew was entered and lost to Stourport B.C. after a mishap 
caused by the narrowness of the course.
School Fours.

The second crew was entered. In the semi-finals they were fouled 
by Beckett School “B” crew, and the judges immediately awarded the 
race to our crew. The crews, however, decided to re-row and our 
crew won by 2 lengths.

In the final we lost to Mundella “A” by 1| lengths.
At the Annual General Meeting held on 7th September, the above 

officers were appointed. The crews were provisionally arranged in 
a form which later proved to be very successful. Clark, who has served 
the rowing club as a cox for four years, was put at bow in the second 
crew, a move which has since been completely justified.

The A.R.A. announced that boats at regattas in 1956 must have 
swivel riggers and because of this, a set of new oars was purchased. 
These have been used mainly in the eight which Nottingham Britannia 
R.C. has so kindly given us permission to use. We must also thank 
T. D. Sheppard, an Old Boy of the school, for coaching us in the 
eight on Saturdays.

The third and fourth crews are keen and we hope again to have 
three crews in the “Head of the Trent’’. The fourth formers are 
making progress under the care of Mr. Bostock and A. E. Copley.

Finally we should like to wish A. C. Antcliff the best of luck in the 
King’s College, London, eight.
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The 1st & 2nd crews for next season are:—
1st Crew 2nd Crew

Bow J. Whitley Bow S. A. Clark
2 R. T. Ayscough 2 M. J. Hammersley
3 H. R. Beastall 3 W. Hall
Stroke A. E. Copley Stroke A. Knight
Cox P. J. Mayfield Cox J. Rose

H.R.B.

SWIMMING
The School Swimming Team still exists in spite of the fact that we 

are no longer able to use the Northern baths for our club sessions.
Two matches were arranged during the Autumn term against other 

schools, both of which we lost.
The weakness of our team is principally in the Upper School and 

also in our lack of good “plungers”. However the middle and lower 
schools are rich in talent and we look forward to a more successful 
season next year.
R esults O f M atches.
Nov. 12th 1955. School v High Pavement.

High Pavement 71 points—School 62 points.
Dec. 15th 1955. School v High Pavement v Nottm. High School 

High Pavement 99 points, High School 97 points, School 40 points.
During the term 28 boys have been working hard both in the water 

and on land in an endeavour to reach a high enough standard to sit 
for the Bronze Medallion examination of the Royal Life Saving 
Society this term.

M.J.F.

RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1955
The form of the 1st XV so far this season has been quite unpredictable. 

The school has shown that against the stronger sides ability and fight 
are not lacking, but cohesion and a means to adopt it are—as demon
strated forcibly in matches against weaker teams. Thus had there 
been a little more constructive play the defeats suffered could easily 
have been avoided.

The tackling improved as the season progressed. Gimson, ignoring 
the ineffectual high tackling of most of the team has set an example 
which could well be emulated.

Our strong point has undoubtedly been the forwards, where Bramley 
as pack leader has skilfully combined his hooking ability with his 
vigorous and tireless work in the loose.

Injuries have depleted the back division on many occasions and the 
resulting failure to create a permanent formation has prevented the 
realisation of any potential thrust at the beginning of the season.

W.B.
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Oct. 3rd. v Trent College (Away) Drawn 3-3
The school failed to realise that the Trent side were penetrable and because 

of poor finishing many movements were fruitless. Several place-kickers 
were called upon for the many penalties awarded to us before Beadsworth 
showed his prowess. Individually, players appeared capable but the all- 
important team-work was missing.
Oct. 8th. v Loughborough G.S. (Home) Lost 8-12

The strength of the team was shown only in spasmodic flashes. The forwards 
lacked fire and although the tries were scored by the backs, they came as a 
result of individual breaks rather than from a smoothly working line.
Oct. 15th v Welbeck College (Home) Lost 3-28

Here our seven forwards must be congratulated on a very fine performance. 
Although they were outweighted in the tight and lacked the necessary height 
in the line-outs, they fought hard and gave very little ground to the fit and 
heavy Welbeck pack. The backs too, showed their thrust when in possession, 
and their tackling showed a marked improvement.
Oct. 19th v University (Away) Won 8-0

From the whistle the school played hard, thus foiling all the University 
attempts at fashioning their own type of playing. The wing-forwards broke 
quickly from the scrum, rattling our opponents with their hard and low tackles.

Receiving much of the ball from forwards fitter than usual, the backs ran 
hard and handled well in spite of heavy rain.
Oct. 22nd v Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Away) Won 12-3

In suitable weather conditions, the backs, though running hard, found 
themselves restricted by the narrowness of the field. With the forwards 
failing to bind in the loose, play became scrappy, and very disappointing.

Here we must mention the pluck of Albon, who, after receiving a head 
injury during the first-half, returned to assist in the scoring of the final try.
Oct. 26th v High Pavement G.S. (Home) Lost 3-8

Although we were in our opponents’ half for more than two-thirds of the 
game, the backs failed to make use of the many chances offered by the forwards. 
The Pavement backs, though receiving very little of the ball, in possession 
were most threatening. The simple diagonal point was rendered more than 
usually effective by the school wingers who seemed completely incapable of 
coping with them.

Poor marking allowed the unexpected breaks, resulting in a score which 
could well have been reversed.
Nov. 5th v Nottm. High School (Away) Lost 8-12

A storming display all round in the first-half unsettled the heavier High 
School side and paved the way for a lead of 8-0 at the interval. Unfortunately 
we were unable to sustain this pace and spirit with the result that the fitter 
High School pulled off a victory.

The backs tackled hard and low, keeping close up on their opposites.
Nov. 9th v Nottm. University (Home) Lost 3-9

After being beaten at Highfields, the University sent a stronger team which 
wore down a pack of forwards lacking their usual fight. On the whole, the 
game was a very disappointing one, play from both teams being scrappy. 
All attempts at opening up the game were frustrated when two of our forwards 
had to leave the field with head injuries.
Nov. 12th v King’s School, Grantham (Away) Won 12-0

Another lethargic display ! The threes showed from the beginning that 
they were capable of piercing the ragged Grantham defence, but were unable 
to fulfil their early promise on account of the failure of the forwards to heel 
in the loose.

With more constructive play our opponents’ line could have been crossed 
more frequently.
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Nov. 19th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Won 22-5
Displaying some of their earlier keenness the forwards were prominent 

throughout, and gave a fair share of the ball to the backs who attacked with 
heartening frequency.
Nov. 26th v High Pavement G.S. (Away) Drawn 3-3

An early lapse in marking allowed the Pavement to penetrate our defence. 
The School fought back admirably and managed to score a well-deserved try. 
They continued to hold the initiative and were unlucky not to force a win 
in the closing minutes of the game.
Second XV
October 1st, Humphrey Perkins G.S. 1st XV (Away) 
Oct. 8th, Loughborough G.S. (Away)
Oct. 15th, Welbeck College (Home)
Oct. 26th, High Pavement G.S. (Away)
Nov. 1st, High Pavement G.S. (Home)
Nov. 12th, King’s School, Grantham (Away)
Dec. 10th, Magnus School, Newark (Home)
“A” XV
Nov. 23rd, Southwell Minster School 1st XV (Away) 
Under 15 XV
Oct. 1st, Humphrey Perkins G.S. (Away)
Oct. 8th, Loughborough G.S. (Away)
Oct. 15th, High Pavement G.S. (Avav I 
Nov. 5th, High Pavement (Home)
Nov. 12th, King’s School, Grantham (Home)
Nov. 19th, West Bridgford G.S. (Away)
Dec. 10th, Newark Magnus G.S. (Away)
Under 14 XV
Oct. 8th, High Pavement G.S. (Away)
Oct. 22nd, Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Away)
Nov. 12th, King’s School, Grantham (Home)
Nov. 19th, W. Bridgford G.S. (Home)
Nov. 23rd, Southwell Minster School (Away)
Dec. 10th, Newark Magnus G.S. (Home)
U nder 13 XV
Nov. 17th, Nottingham High School (Away)
Senior H ouse M atches
Nov. 16th, Balk 0, Barber 28; Bulkeley 0, McEwen 40; 
Nov. 30th, Balk 0, McEwen 42; Barber 18, Bulkeley 12.

Lost 0-11 
Lost 0-17 
Lost 0-48 
Lost 6-14 
Won 9-3 
Lost 5-11 
Lost 0-38

Lost 5-11

Won 18-0 
Won 12-9 
Won 36-0 
Won 6-0 
Won 3-0 
Won 8-0 
Lost 16-3

Won 31-0 
Draw 3-3 
W,on 26-0 
Won 11-6 
Won 9-0 

Won 24-15

Lost 0-3

COMBINED CADET FORCE
The total strength of the Contingent is now 6 officers and 154 cadets 

which is a further increase for the fourth year in succession. The 
size of the post Cert. A. Sections is now far more even, thus giving 
a better balance to the organisation of the unit.

The unit is sorry to lose the services of C.S.M. Smith, of the 8th 
Foresters who has now left the service, but welcome his replacement, 
C.S.M. Dodds, and hope that his stay with us will be a happy one.

The long awaited .22 Rifle Range is now nearly complete and it is 
hoped permission to use it will soon be granted.
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NAVAL SECTION
The eleven recruits to the section have brought the strength to 

23 Cadets which is the highest number since the Unit started.
At half-term, 13 Cadets under the command of Sub-Lieutenant 

N. E. Hadwen visited H.M.S. Blackcap, R.N.A.S. Stretton. The two 
days’ training included flights by all Cadets in Dominic aircraft.

In the Proficiency Examinations held on 24th November, 1955, 
A.B.’s Moore, R., Panton, T. D., Sleath, G. S., Smith, B: A. and 
Allan, I. B., passed the written examination for Leading Seamen. 
Results of the Petty Officers’ Examinations are still awaited.

During the Xmas Holidays, three Cadets attended a P.T. Course 
at R.N. Barracks, Chatham.

ARMY AND BASIC SECTIONS
The strength of the army Section is 40 Cadets and the Basic Section 

53 Cadets. Once again this year a special squad for older boys who 
did not join the Contingent in the 3rd Form has been organised and 
it is hoped that these Cadets will benefit from their training.

In the Certificate “A” Examinations in July, 35 Cadets passed in 
Part I and 10 in Part II. Although the percentage of passes is lower 
this year than in previous examinations owing to the raising of the 
“pass standard”, the results when compared with other Contingents 
throughout the country are very creditable.

Thirty five Cadets under the command of Lt. W. N. Bow, accom
panied by Lt. N. Lovett, R.A. (T.A.), spent 8 days in camp at Gandale 
during the summer holidays. Blessed with good weather, the camp 
was a great success. The training was very varied, including field 
exercises by the Cadets and demonstrations by numerous Units of 
the army. For the first time, some of the Cadets had Artillery Training 
and six qualified for Certificate “T ”, Part 1.

At half-term, about 50 Cadets attended a full day’s training at 
Beckingham Camp, near Newark, where the Army Section fired rifles 
and automatic weapons on the open range whilst the Basic Section 
carried out fieldcraft exercises.

ROYAL AIR FORCE SECTION
With a strength of 38 Cadets, the R.A.F. Section is rather smaller 

than in the past, but with the smaller numbers the training will no 
doubt be far more effective.

The examination results for last July were very good with 18 Cadets 
passing the Proficiency Examinations and 11 the Advanced Test.

Summer training by 23 Cadets under the command of F/Lt. W. L. 
Evans, was carried out at R.A.F. Honington, near Bury St. Edmunds. 
The weather was very hot and it was probably just as well that the 
training was not very arduous. The fine weather was not however 
a blessing to Cadet Sergeant M. Albon who found gliding conditions 
poor at Great Hucklow during August and was therefore unable to 
carry out 15 minutes soaring to pass his “C” Gliding Certificate.
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The half-term visit was made to R.A.F. Swinderby once again, 
but unfortunately it was not possible to fly the Cadets. It is hoped 
that better flying facilities will be available at R.A.F. Hemswell to 
which the Section is now affiliated.

SWITZERLAND AT WAR, August 1955
The Swiss have a reputation for being very intelligent people, but 

even the greatest minds make mistakes as Switzerland discovered last 
August. For then, either through the blunders of a Civil Servant at 
the Swiss Foreign Office; through lack of a good military intelligence 
service; or through sabotage, a raiding party from Henry Mellish 
School comprising one Scout*, and one un-average Englishmanf 
supervised by 27 schoolboys was allowed to penetrate the Swiss 
frontier in order to create havoc in the Bernese Oberland for more 
than a week.

Had this devastation been allowed to continue for one day more, then 
the Swiss Confederation could surely have disintegrated, but fortun
ately the Swiss were able to counter-attack successfully and so snatch 
victory from defeat.

The Swiss counter-offensive was the well-tried and completely 
infallible system of aiming at the pockets of the invaders. By relent
lessly pursuing the enemy in this way for a week Switzerland was able 
to exhaust the hostile resources very quickly, so forcing them to abandon 
their occupied positions at Lauterbrunnen. Finally the English fired 
their last rounds of ammunition and fled.

Another measure adopted by the defenders was less successful; this 
was the constant injection of fresh mountain air, brilliant weather, 
rich food and Sw'iss hospitality into the insurgents who (with the 
exception of one body) were strangely immune to this; they even 
enjoyed it. On the other hand the successes of the raiders were prolific. 
Apart from the immediate disruption of the Sw'iss telephone service, 
hundreds of innocent passengers in mountain railway coaches were 
mercilessly asphyxiated by extremely toxic fumes emitted from the 
Scout’s pipe; peace loving citizens of the village of Lauterbrunnen 
were brought trembling from their beds at the unearthly hour of 
8.30 a.m. by the unintelligible mutterings of these atrocious beings in 
the street below; while the amount of food eaten by the invaders in 
one week was enough to leave the rest of Switzerland in a state of 
semi-starvation.

Among the innumerable beauty spots of Switzerland where sacrilege 
was committed by these barbarians were the Jungfrau, Kleine 
Scheidegg Schynigge Platte, the Blue Lake and Kandersteg. In 
addition the capital, Berne, and towns like Basle and Interlaken 
besides innumerable villages suffered at their hands in greater or lesser 
degree.

The verdict o f the raiding party after their wonderfully successful 
expedition was that the adventure should be repeated, however it,



Eighteen T IIE  CENTAUR

is quite evident that no further attack could possibly succeed quite 
so completely.

B.M.and P.L.T. (VI U.A) 
* Nicknamed “Mr. Marshall” No nickname

LAUTERBRUNNEN August 8th to August 17th 1955
AN OUTING 

TO STAMFORD AND CAMBRIDGE
One day it was suggested that a party of Third and Sixth Formers 

should visit places famous for examples of English Architecture. 
Arrangements were made well in advance so that the party would 
be well equipped with the necessities for a day’s journey. The trip 
was such a memorable one that special thanks must go to all those 
who worked so hard towards it.

We went first to Oakham, county town of Rutland, and saw the 
remains of a Norman Castle with its twelfth century hall. Decorating 
the walls of the inside of this hall are myriads of horse-shoes of varied 
sizes presented by passing Royalty. The acceptance of a horse-shoe 
is a tradition that has been carried on ever since the hall was built. 
The hall is used as a law-court and it is said that one person, small in 
stature, was trapped whilst exploring the prisoner’s box. He could 
not free himself as he was unable to stretch his arm over the surrounding 
spikes. It is believed that he later effected an escape with the assistance 
of a friend.

A brief stop was made at the little church of St. Peter, Tickencote. 
It is only a few miles from the Great North Road although it is invisible 
to those who pass by. Its most interesting features are its Norman 
arch and its sex-partite vaulting.

The ancient borough of Stamford, Lincolnshire, only a few miles 
from Tickencote was next. It was besieged during the Wars of the Roses
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and its architecture dates from that period. Here we saw many examples 
of Gothic architecture, notably Browne’s Hospital which we unfor
tunately could only view from the outside, since we were obliged to 
keep to a rigid time-table.

Cambridge was without doubt the most interesting town, with its 
university buildings towering majestically over the River Cam. 
Magnificent examples of English craftsmanship, those beautiful 
buildings, most of them built by the orders of the monarchs themselves, 
are awe inspiring. Perhaps the favourite of every visitor is the King’s 
College Chapel with its beautiful and delicate fan-vaulting. Its 
lofty buttresses reaching far upward, strong and sturdy, support the 
weight of this heavy building. The town itself, strongly influenced 
by its imposing university buildings inspires the visitor with admiration 
and if he wishes to rest awhile he may enjoy the peacefulness of the 
river Cam. A few members of the party visited the university library 
where they saw the Royal library of George I and some criticism of 
Charles Darwin by leading learned men of that time.

The day was. drawing to a close as we returned speedily along the 
Great North Road and it was a weary and contented party that finally 
arrived at Nottingham after a long and interesting day. .

M.A.H. (.IVa)

THE PRIZE DISTRIBUTION, 1955
Under the chairmanship of Aid. C. C. Kirk Esq. J.P., the Prize 

Distribution for the School Year, 1954-55, was held in the School 
Hall, on 15th November 1955. Our distinguished guests were Mr. 
and Mrs. T. O. Balk.

The proceedings began when, after Mrs. Balk had been presented 
with a bouquet of flowers, the choir gave a rendering of Bobby Shaftoe 
and Begone Dull Care. This occasion was Mr. Kirk’s first appearance 
as Chairman of the Governors and in his opening remarks he requested 
the company to stand in tribute to the memory of Aid. L. W. A. White, 
who had presided since 1937, and whose death was recorded in the 
last number of the Centaur.

The headmaster welcomed Mr. Kirk and Mr. Balk, the school’s 
first Headmaster, and thanked Mr. J. Evans, Clerk to the Governors, 
now retiring, for his loyal service to the school since its foundation.

In his report, the Headmaster stated that many boys who could 
well have derived benefit from Sixth Form courses, had not taken 
advantage of them, some because they did not wish to become “a con
tinued financial burden on their parents” and others who wished to start 
their careers before doing their National Service. In this connection, 
he mentioned help that could be obtained from the Education Commit
tee and added that he “would like to see the County Authority being 
more communicative about facilities available, and providing, not 
only on request, but automatically, to the parents of all suitable candi
dates, full information in pamphlet form about maintenance grants 
and other assistance. ”
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After Mrs. Balk had distributed the prizes, Mr. Balk reminisced 
pleasantly about the original fabric of the school and its subsequent 
changes, about his first staff—five of whom he was pleased to see 
present that afternoon—and the fine tradition they established. His 
main theme was the importance of school life and he stressed the 
value to be derived from joining school societies; they are, he said, 
“cards of entry” into spheres of life to be met after leaving school.

That his remarks had been enjoyed by the whole assembly was clearly 
shown'by the applause that followed them and that followed W. Barnes’s 
vote of thanks.

After the National Anthem, the school was open to parents to see 
experiments and exhibitions in the laboratories, C.C.F. hut and 
classrooms.

W.B.

THE SCHOOL PLAY
After its invigorating, stimulating and successful excursion into the 

world of Gilbert and Sullivan last year, the Dramatic Society turned 
again to the straight play, with its presentation on the four evenings, 
Dec. 13th to 16th, of The White Carnation by R. C. Sherriff. This 
play is concerned with the ghostly activities of a certain Mr. John 
Greenwood, deceased, and their effect upon post-war officialdom. 
Greenwood and a party of friends were killed by the blast of a doodle 
bug which fell upon his house on Christmas Eve, 1944. Every 
Christmas Eve after this unfortunate event there is a repetition of this 
party by their ghosts. Then, in 1951, Greenwood, a successful 
stockbroker and “self-made man”, finds himself left behind in solid 
state and human form but “with no circulation and no heartbeat”. 
Upon this theme Mr. Sherriff writes a play which possesses all the 
attributes of good theatre, having humour, satire, drama and serious
ness and turning on the theme of a second chance given to right a 
misunderstanding between husband and wife.

The presentation of the play was aided by interesting “stage tech
nicalities” and these were achieved by the enthusiastic back-stage 
boys, so ensuring a realistic background against which the actors 
were able to show their talent. For example, the imposing exterior 
of a typical Victorian mansion was changed into a bombed interior 
in one minute twenty five seconds, and as a grand finale a doodle-bug 
was made to hover and plunge at the critical moment into the Christmas 
party.

But the success or failure of the play rested on the character portrayals 
of some very marked types, with one consistent part throughout; 
this was Mr. John Greenwood himself who, apart from one break of 
five minutes, never left the stage. K. J. Dearman bore this respon
sibility and shouldered it admirably; he most sensitively showed us 
a man, at first snobbish, cocksure and petty-minded, “educated” 
eventually by his contacts with humans of all types, into one able to 
assess true worth in others as well as his own unworthiness. To
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“A Ghostly Charade” 
sustain such a part as excellently is a feat worthy of the highest praise. 
Then M. J. Scothern gave a delightful and inspired performance as 
Mrs. Carter. The definition which he managed to give to so minor 
a character in so short a time was truly remarkable; also the elderly 
Lady Wallace of J. R. Fletcher was charming, whilst R. G. Toplis, 
(our veteran “actress” is to be congratulated on achieving manhood 
at last !) gave a carefully studied character sketch of her husband. 
It was soon evident that J. A. T. Holloway and C. K. Riley as police 
officers enjoyed acting their respective parts as much as .the audience 
enjoyed watching them; both were admirable in manner and realism. 
K. C. Burrows had this year graduated from the “ladies’ seminary” 
of last year’s Mikado, to become a cool, intelligent, modern, Miss 
Lydia Truscott. His portrayal was refreshingly feminine. Another 
actor who excelled was G. J. Wilcox as Mr. Pendlebury, a rather 
gentle and hesitant person. R. D. Parsons was also well cast as the 
“good time girl”, Cynthia, but G. A. Swift’s performance as the drunken 
dude was less successful—is this a compliment ! ?

The representatives of bureaucracy were well played by G. Norman 
(district coroner) and T. E. Clifford (Sir Horace Duncan of the Home 
Office). These parts were strongly satirised by the playwright, 
and their interpretation on the stage was much appreciated by those 
“in the know”; to others much of the humour was lost.

For his part as Scottish police doctor, D. Cowlishaw had cultivated 
a very convincing accent and a persuasive manner but even his best 
friend couldn’t have said he enjoyed being on the stage. And 
the same criticism applies to the major, who however was a handsome 
figure in army uniform.

Whether the Dramatic Society this year attempted something 
beyond the scope of amateurs is a matter of argument but the members 
themselves benefited enormously from their study of an exceptionally
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well-written play in which every phrase had dramatic value—and the 
audience generously overlooked their faults in gratifying applause. 

The cast was as follows:—
John G reenwood, a stockbroker K. J. Dearman
Lady M ary, his wife D. Severn
Police-Constable T hompson J. A. T. Holloway
Police-Sergeant Phillips C. K. Riley
M r. G urney, the Coroner G. Norman
D r. M acG regor, police surgeon D. Cowlishaw
Lydia T ruscott .. K. C. Burrows
S ir H orace D uncan, o f the Home Office E. E. Clifford
M r. Pendlebury, the Vicar G. J. Wilcox
M rs. Carter, next door neighbour M. J. Scothern
M ajor H oward Guests G. Fisher
Sally, his wife at R. A. Foster
T ony D ale the G. A. Swift
Cynthia, his fiancee Greenwood’s R. D. Parsons
S ir G eorge W allace Christmas R. G. Toplis
Lady Wallace Party J. R. Fletcher 

J.F.B.
VISIT TO THE ALBERT HALL

On Monday, November 14th, a party of boys from Forms IB and 
1C visited the Albert Hall for a concert given by the Nottingham 
Harmonic Orchestra, conducted in his own inimitable way by Herbert 
Bardgett, O.B.E. The concert was of music by Handel and consisted 
of six pieces from his “Water Music” suite (arranged by Sir Hamilton 
Harty) and the Overture and several popular choruses from “The 
Messiah”. Members of the Nottingham Harmonic Choir came 
along to sing the seven choruses as a special gesture in this 100th year 
of the Nottingham Harmonic Society. The visit was enjoyed by all 
present and will long be remembered. D.J.M. (VI U.Sc.)

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
Three school parties visited the Playhouse in the Autumn Term—the 

Fourth Forms went in October to see “Mirandolina”, the Lower 
Sixth in November to “The Winter’s Tale”, and Ilia  in December 
to see “The Case of the Frightened Lady” by Edgar Wallace.

The Fourths were very much entertained by the 15th century play 
which dealt with the clever way the mistress of the inn kept unwanted 
suitors at bay, made a woman-hater appreciate a woman’s virtues and 
eventually rewarded her faithful servant with her hand and fortune. 
Joan Plowright as the mistress was delightful, and the way the servant 
Fabrizio, (Roger Gage) took us into his confidence made us share his 
concern for the good of the inn.

We saw Joan Plowright again in “The Winter’s Tale” as Perdita, 
“the maid of curds and cream” and she interpreted this part too most 
convincingly. The outstanding role here however was that of Leontes, 
played by Frederick Bartman—a penetrating study of jealousy and
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its subsequent transformation to penitence. Daphne Slater as Her- 
mione, the virtuous queen, was a most impressive figure of loyalty 
and wronged innocence; the statue scene hushed the audience of 
school children into awed silence—a fine tribute to the acting, for a 
false touch would have wrecked the effect worked for.

It should not go unrecorded either, how much the low comedy of 
Jill Showell and Kendrick Owen added to our enjoyment of both plays.

Lack of space prevents us from doing full justice to interpreting the 
phrase in the programme, “Decor by Voytek”. Its colour, its beauty, 
its fancy take our breath away; he can suggest, interpret, illumine 
with a touch.

To suggest on a small stage all the rooms and the garden of an inn 
without a feeling of being cramped, and to suggest King’s courts, 
a prison, storm at sea and country lanes, almost with the aid of lighting 
alone—not to mention the clever symbolistic devices— is to make the 
the feast for the senses complete.

“The Case of the Frightened Lady” by Edgar Wallace, is the story 
of a young Baron who is unmarried. His mother, Lady Lebanon, 
is very anxious that he should marry and have a son to carry on the 
title. She wishes him to marry Ailsa Crane, who is the frightened 
lady in the play. She is frightened because she suspects something 
that Lady Lebanon already knows, namely that Willie Lebanon, in 
spite of his outwardly rare appearance, has a strain of madness in 
him. This is proved to be true when the story is unravelled and 
Willie is proved to be guilty of two murders.

A touch of humour is added to the play by the acting of one of the 
two police sergeants, Sergeant Totty. The three most dramatic 
scenes of the play were:—

1 When Lady Lebanon was trying to destroy evidence of her 
son’s guilt.

2 When the frightened lady was walking in her sleep.
3 The final scene when Lord Lebanon committed suicide.

C.E.W.C.
A number of the school Sixth Form attended a two-day conference 

on “South-East Asia”, organized by the Nottingham District Council 
for Education in World Citizenship, and held at the new High Pavement 
School, on Friday, 18th and Saturday, 19th November.

On Friday evening, Mr. Ringwalt, first secretary of the American 
Embassy, spoke on “The American Point of View”. It was generally 
felt that Mr. Ringwalt failed to realise the nature of his audience. 
He treated his subject far too flippantly, and his talk would have been 
more suitable for delivery to pupils of a typical American High School.

On the Saturday afternoon, Mr. Mehta, from India House, gave an 
extremely interesting talk on “India’s Role in World Affairs”. It 
seems that almost every coloured speaker who has lectured at these 
conferences for the last few years has been really first-rate, and Mr. 
Mehta kept up this record in an admirable manner.
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Mr. Tausigs, the editor of “The Eastern World” lectured on Satur
day evening on “British Policy in S.E. Asia”. He was most know
ledgeable about the subject and gave an enlightening talk which left us 
feeling rich in knowledge and understanding about that part of the 
world.

The conference was brought to a climax by a lively debate, which 
was followed by the usual, highly successful social.

D.G.W.
THE CAMPANOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Joint-Leaders: J. F. Green and D. J. Braithwaite.
The Campanological Society started this term with only three 

members, but now, as the end of term arrives, we have about fifteen, 
and all but three are first formers. These are gradually learning and 
can now ring rounds and queens. It is hoped to continue this progress, 
and by the end of the year to be ringing plain bob.

The demonstration by the Society on Speech Day was a considerable 
success and gained us a few more members. The older members 
gave a demonstration of rounds, queens, back-queens, front-queens 
and plain bob, to interested parents and some not-so interested members 
of the school.

During the Spring term it is hoped to restart the visits to Bulwell 
Parish Church for tower bell ringing.

THE CHESS CLUB
Officials: M. Pokorny, P. J. Hemmings, A. E. Copley

The Club re-opened in the Art Room this term.
We now hold the Nottingham Schools’ Chess League Cup for 

senior teams; this was won in last years’ competition. The junior 
team finished one point behind the winners, and so we nearly repeated 
our achievement of 1948 when we won both cups in the first year 
of the competition.

We have played three matches this year and the results were:
A friendly v Hugh Stewart Hall 3-4
Seniors v High Pavement G.S. 1-1, (4 games went to be adjudicated). 
Junior v Ellis Sec. School 4-2.

A.E.C.
THE CHRISTIAN UNION

President: The Headmaster 
Secretary: D. J. Royle Treasurer: W. Hall

The opening meeting was held in the library on Tuesday, October 
4th, when Mr. McCandless acted as chairman and a young Methodist 
minister, Rev. L. E. Sutch, spoke on “We’re all going the same Way”. 
His address proved to be most interesting and stimulated most of the 
members present to maintain a high standard of attendance throughout 
the term.

The second meeting was held on October 18th when K. J. Dearman 
was chairman to a Baptist minister from Hucknall, Rev. W. H. Wragg, 
B.A., who spoke on “Man and the Universe”. Any doubts anyone
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may have had over this topic were dispelled by the end of the gathering, 
for Mr. Wragg proved to be most helpful in his address.

This was followed by a third meeting on November 7th, when our 
guest was Canon K. G. Thompson, M.A., an Anglican minister. 
Mr. Thompson spoke on the topic, “The Church Afloat”, and told 
of his experiences as a chaplain at sea. The chairman was D. Leivers.

A widely-travelled Methodist Army Padre, Rev. J. Edgar Christian, 
was our next guest, R. Moore (V Sc.) was in the chair and Mr. Christian 
gave a most interesting talk on the Cyprus problem.

The final meeting of the term was held on December 6th when an 
old boy of the school, a Congregational minister, Rev. Frank E. Newton, 
came to give a talk on “The Church and Young People”. R. W. 
Martin of 7c maintained the high standard of chairmanship established 
throughout the term. Mr. Newton stimulated lengthy discussion 
during the gathering.

D.J.R.
THE GYM CLUB

Into the gym all cold and drear,
The would-be gymnasts prance and veer 

In their scanty clothing.
Up and down the ropes they go,
High up, now—then, far below,

In their scanty clothing.
Over buck and box they leap,
Often falling in a heap—

And all in scanty clothing.
The horse appeals then to their taste—
Up and over, back they race,

In their scanty clothing.
Mats are placed for springs to do 
With hands and neck; we form a queue 

In our scanty clothing.
Harlem ’Trotters are copied now,
Poorly, for all we do is throw 

In our sweat-damp clothing.
The time has come for our last bus,
And freezing showers relieve from us 

Our scanty clothing.
M.H.B. (VA.)

THE DANCING SOCIETY
The Sixth Form Dancing Society held its first meeting on October 

14th this term with a membership approaching 40. This is a record 
number of sixth formers seeking this valuable social education. 
Brincliffe Grammar School Were again our charming and interesting 
partners and reserves from the Manning G.S. were brought in by 
Miss Strange, our instructress, as we were about 16 partners short. 
Prospects of a St. Trinian’s battle were hopefully expected, but faded,
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and a cold war took its place as the classes carried on in their own style !
With thirteen very old and battered records left out of last season’s 

collection, many new ones had to be bought and in spite of many 
complaints about higher subscriptions, more new ones have been 
obtained, together with a valuable component for our antique amplifier.

D.J.M.(F/,*7.Sc)
THE LITERARY CLUB

Chairman: J. F. Brown Treasurer: B. H. Jarvis
This club continues to flourish as one of the most active and vigorous 

of all school organisations and societies. The regular meetings every 
Tuesday evening in the Library provide an essential and vital supple
ment to the ordinary school curriculum to selected members of Form 
Six. Already this year an extensive range of plays has been considered 
and read in the club; these including St. Joan by G. B. Shaw; The 
Long Christmas Dinner by Thornton Wilder; The Glass Menagerie 
by Tennessee Williams; I  am a Camera by John Van Druten; The 
Infernal Machine by M. Jean Cocteau; The Winslow Boy and Who is 
Sylvia ? by Mr. Rattigan. Our attentions have not, however, been 
confined to the drama. One meeting was devoted to reading and 
commenting upon selected short poems by William Butler Yeats and 
two meetings to a consideration of the novels of Franfois Mauriac 
and M. Mauriac as a novelist.

Furthermore two very successful theatre outings have been arranged 
—to the Theatre Royal to see a London preview of Norman Collins’s 
latest play The Captain's Lamp and to the Playhouse to see The Dark 
is Light Enough—a winter comedy by Christopher Fry.

Members are enthusiastically looking forward to a packed programme 
during the rest of the year, when the club will endeavour to enter still 
further into its literarv heritage.

J.F.B.
THE MODEL CLUB

This year, the Model Club has been formed, incorporating The 
Model Aeroplane Club; its latest addition has been the model railway 
section.

Flying meetings have been held on Mondays this term but time 
has been rather short owing to early dusk.

An exhibition of models was held in the Physics Laboratory on 
Speech Day and was a great success. Among the model aircraft 
were an excellent Hunter and a Jetex Tailored Kit and a biplane glider. 
Among the model boats was a very well-made cabin cruiser. An 
unorthodox “hybrid” was an “Airboat”—a hydroplane with delta 
sponsons, powered by an E.D.Bee. A pair of excellently-made 
G.W.R. coaches was attractively displayed on home-made track.

The Model Club has a library of over 200 books and magazines— 
which may be borrowed on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. in Room 2.

We look forward to increased activity next term.
K.J.D. (VI L.Sc.)
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THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY
The past term has been one both of failure and of success.
Although regular meetings have been held throughout the term, 

attendances have almost invariably been poor, perhaps because of the 
difficulty in arranging meetings on dates suitable to all members, but 
more probably because of apathy among stamp collectors. Despite 
this, the Society believes that stamp collecting is immensely popular 
in the school, as was so well demonstrated at our exhibition on Speech 
day.

The exhibition itself consisted of an interesting display of Common
wealth stamps that included some quite valuable specimens (and also, 
as was later discovered, some worthless forgeries !) Many visitors 
remarked favourably on the variety, arrangement and, indeed, the 
general quality of the display.

B.M.

THE RADIO CLUB
The Radio Club was formed at the beginning of the Autumn term 

1955 with membership open to all Forms, but this new venture 
proved so popular that the limit of thirty-eight members was quickly 
reached, and the list had to be closed. Meeting times have been 
staggered through the week in order to accommodate the members, 
and to ensure that everyone obtains the maximum help possible.

Under the guidance of Mr. Morrow, members are obtaining instruc
tion in the rudimentory working of apparatus. Several juniors are 
now the proud possessors of crystal sets of their own making, while 
a few more ambitious projects are progressing rapidly; W. Burrows 
(VI U. Sc.) probes the mysteries of the famous “1155”, whilst a V Sc. 
enthusiast practises the current cult of “Hi-Fi.”.

Out of funds and membership fees we have been able to provide 
equipment which includes a test-meter and two soldering irons.

The invaluable knowledge which members are obtaining makes this 
a hobby which should stand them in good stead after leaving school.

J.V.R. (V. Sc.)

HOUSE NOTES
BULKELEY HOUSE

May we extend on behalf of members of the House, congratulations 
to McEwen House on gaining the Hart Cup last year.

When the old house colour names were replaced at Speech Day on 
November 15th, we (ex Blue House) became Bulkeley House. Mr. 
B. W. L. Bulkeley was the County Director of Education at the time 
the school was built and opened, and he worked hard for the Mellish 
in its early days. So from now on it’s “Up the Bulkeleys”.

Rugby being the only school game in season at present, it is the
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only one on which I can report. The seniors have played two of the 
three matches. In the first, McEwen beat us by forty points to nil. 
Barbers beat us by a smaller margin (18-12). The team is confident 
that the improvement will continue in the match with Balk House 
in the near future.

R.V.N.

BARBER HOUSE
As usual in the Christmas term, there has been little House activity. 

Two of the three Senior Rugby matches have been played and we 
beat Balk and Bulkeley Houses; although we have still to play McEwen 
House, who have on paper a stronger team, a good hard game is 
expected.

We won two trophies last year and although one was the Senior 
Athletics Championships, the main contributory factor to our victory 
was the strength of the Middles, a fact which augurs well for the near 
future.

Last year the Cock House was McEwen and we must congratulate 
them on this achievement whilst endeavouring to gain the distinction 
ourselves next year. The title of Cock House is not some unattainable 
goal, for with a wholehearted effort by every member to do their best 
for the House, Barbers’ will again be Champions.

M.W.

McEWEN HOUSE
Congratulations to all House members in winning again the much- 

prized Hurt Cup. This was mainly due to a herculean effort by the 
Seniors who won all the cups awarded to the House.

The Autumn term has provided very little in the way of House 
activities. However, the Seniors with a strong nucleus of the school 
1st XV gave a most encouraging display in defeating Bulkeley House 
and Balk House by 40-0 and 42-0 respectively. We await the final 
with quiet confidence.

Provided that the Juniors pull their weight, the prospects for the 
coming year in Cricket, Athletics and Swimming look exceedingly 
bright.

But it is only by a concentrated and combined effort by each and 
all members of the House that we can retain the position of “Cock 
House”. Let us not sit back now and rest on our laurels, but continue 
to lead in all spheres of House activities.

W.B.

BALK HOUSE
This is the first occasion upon which the new name of the old 

“Yellow House” has appeared in The Centaur. This radical change 
clearly demands a review of our progress during the past year and an 
assessment of our hopes for the future. We need not be ashamed of
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our performances last year, but at the same time complacency would 
be fatal. We finished second to McEwen House in the competition 
for the Hurt Cup and won outright the junior house championship. 
Th» only weakness in our juniors appeared to be in their Rugby 
football, whilst this was the only department in which the seniors 
were even moderately successful.

It must now be recorded with much regret that our seniors appear 
to be even weaker this year than last (if that is possible !) Further
more, many of our juniors who contributed so much to our partial 
success last year are this year at the bottom of an older age group 
and we cannot expect to feel the full weight of their undoubted talent 
in the seniors and middles for another year at least. But as Mr. T. O. 
Balk, from whom the house takes its name, remarked on Speech Day, 
our winning of most of the junior championships must lend great 
strength to our hopes of success in the future.

The only results of this year’s competitions to hand are most 
disheartening. The Senior Rugby XV lost 28-0 to Barber House 
and 42-0 to McEwen House. So it looks very much as though our 
strength will lie for yet another year in the juniors.

J.F.B.

THE PARENT-STAFF ASSOCIATION
A very successful meeting of First Form parents was held on Sep

tember 21st. The president, Mr. A. E. Clark, spoke briefly on the 
aims of the association, and the headmaster spoke about the School, its 
curriculum and activities. There was an excellent attendance, almost 
all the First Form boys being represented by at least one parent.

There was a very good attendance for the meeting on October 13th, 
when Mr. E. A. Hutchinson and Mr. FI. B. Saggers spoke on, “The 
Place of my Subject in the School Curriculum”.

Unfortunately the meeting arranged for November 17th had to be 
postponed owing to the threat of fog. This meeting on “Engineering 
as a Career” will be held on 8th March, 1956. The need of the country 
for engineers and technicians far exceeds the supply, and indeed our 
very survival as a nation may be threatened if this need is not met. 
The three main modes of entry into engineering—apprenticeship, 
the Technical College, the University, will be outlined by the speakers, 
who will be: Mr. C. J. Butler, B.Sc., A.M.I.Mech.E. (Nottingham and 
District Technical College), Dr. R. C. Coates, B.Sc., Ph.D., A.M.I. 
Mech.E. (University of Nottingham), Lt.-Col. C. E. A. Lane (Rolls- 
Royce Ltd.).

R. McC.
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OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
A. Prothero (’33-’40): married Miss Jill Burdis (niece of D. Ccuxon) 

at All Hallows, Gedling, on 12th March, 1955. Congratulations and 
best wishes.

W. E. Booth (’37-’42): is teaching maths at Dulwich Common 
School, London; he left Oxford in January 1951.

A. Webster (’36-’40): Congratulations to Doris and Albert on the 
birth of Elizabeth on 21st March, 1955. Albert, a Civil Servant, 
was appointed Higher Clerical Officer in September and moved to 
Bedford for his new duties.

D. M. Cunnington ('36-’40): who has “penned” the tribute to 
the Silver Jubilee Edition, is a journalist by profession, and in his own 
words “has reached Fleet Street at last”, being employed on the 
Sports Staff of the Press Association.

R. Millinship (’37-’42): became a life member of the Association 
in April. He is an accountant and until March 1955 was employed 
by the Rover Co. Ltd., at Birmingham, but is now a Cost Accountant 
and Budget Officer to the Geigy Co. Ltd., of Middleton, Manchester; 
Mr. J.C.E. Wren, a former member of the Staff, is headmaster of 
Middleton Grammar School.

D. J. Martin (’46-’51): is a “regular” in the R.A.E.C. and holds 
the rank of sergeant.

S. Chapman (’46-’51): is at the London School of Economics.
A. O. Scotney (’53-’54): is doing his National Service as a gunner in

the 3rd M.U.R.A. “UBIQUE, QUO FAS ET GLORIA DUCUNT”.
Peter Rose (’45-’51): is an articled pupil in his profession as a 

Student Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.
A. Cheetham (’37-’42): Stalwart of Rugby and badminton, was 

promoted to Chief Clerk in the Abbey National Building Society 
Branch Office at Ipswich in May.

E. Bacon (’30-’37): is a headmaster at Cropwell Bishop, Notts.
Rex Savidge (’43-’48): is in Nairobi, East Africa.
K. A. Goodwin (’46-’51): is doing his National Service in Cyprus.
R. A. Williams (’46- 51): is the manager of the Globe Cinema, 

Trent Bridge.
A. Hackett (’34-’39): is the Vice-chairman of the Governing Body.
J. E. Hackett (’47-’54) : is working at the De Havilands, Aeronautical

Technical School as an Engineering Apprentice on a B.Sc. course. 
After one year of special workshop training, apprentices are transferred 
into the various departments of the main Hatfield factory. The 
complete course lasts five years.

S. M. Booth (’35-’40): became the proud father of a son, Anthony 
Simon in October. Congratulations to Jean and Stan !

E. Widdowson (’39- 44): has been married four years and is 
employed by the N.C.B. at Gedling Colliery as a shot-firer.

B. Smith (’48-’53): is at the City Treasurers’ Office but is hoping 
to attend the York T.C. and enter the teaching profession.
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I. A. S. Cranch (’46-’53): is at Nottingham University taking 
chemistry.

W. D. Oldbury (’47-’53): is articled to Robert Rhodes & Bush, 
Chartered Accountants.

G. E. Hart (’50-’55): is a Rolls-Royce apprentice.
N. E. Binch (’44-’49): on November 8th was presented with the 

Gale Cup by Major-General W. R. Cox, commander of the Mid-West 
District, at a “passing-out” parade at Norton Barracks, depot of the 
Worcester Regiment.

This cup is for the best all-round result in training and was presented 
for competition by General Sir Richard Gale, C-in-C British Forces 
on the Rhine.

D. Smart (’44-’49): regularly playing loose-forward for Notts and 
the three Counties, received an England Reserve Card this season. 
Don is the first Old Boy to be so honoured; heartiest congratulations 
from the Association and the R.F.C. !

L. G. (George) Allen (’34-’39): member of the Association Com
mittee and the captain of the R.F.C., became the proud father of 
Timothy Peter in March. Congratulations to Meg and George. ■

H. K. Butler (’31-’36): In April, the parents of H. K. Butler cele
brated their sixtieth (diamond) wedding anniversary at Eastwood. 
Among the many greetings telegrams received was one from the Head
master.

R. S. S. Collins (’44- 49): obtained a first-class pass in the City 
and Guilds Final Examinations in Litho-Printing. Both employed 
at Forman’s, R. Collins and C. R. Jackson were the first two apprentices 
in the firm to obtain these passes.

G. D. P. Wallen (’48-’52): Congratulations and best wishes on 
his marriage to Miss Jannette C. Kay of Pinner, Middlesex.

J. M. L ee (’42-’50): Congratulations on being awarded the Gladstone 
Memorial Exhibition of £100 for 1955-56, by Christ Church, Oxford.

J. J. Tovey (’44-’49): promoted accountant to the Nyasaland 
Organisation of the Rhodesia Native Labour Supply Commission.

C. R. Jackson (’46-’51): elected member of O.B.A. Committee, 
1954; assisted Secretary and Treasurer and helped to organise Jubilee 
Dinner and School dances; dug 90% of the 75 yard drainage trench 
at the War Memorial Ground; served behind the bar; keen Trades 
Unionist; passed 1st Class in City & Guilds Final Examination in 
Litho-Printing and awarded 1st Class Silver medal for highest marks 
in the country; began National Service in Royal Navy in January. 
Good luck and best wishes !

M. G. R. Hart (’42-’48) : obtained a Degree of Pn.D. in the Faculty 
of Science (Botany), University of London. Married Joyce Mary 
Favell on 12th October, 1955, at Letchworth, Hants, and sailed on 
12th January 1956 to Rokupr, Sierra Leone to take up a post o f Micro
biologist with H.M. Colonial Service.
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R.F.C. SUPPER
The R.F.C. Supper was held at the Spread-Eagle Hotel, Goldsmith 

St., on 1st April. About 30 people attended, including the Headmaster 
and Mr. T. E. Smith. Highlight of the evening was a toast to “Timothy 
Peter”.

BADMINTON CLUB
Entry was made into the Notts Badminton leagues for the first 

time, in season 1954/55, when we commenced with six men and four 
lady members. Four were completely new to the game, and of the 
others only one had played for at least a complete season. In view 
of this, immediate success was not contemplated, nor was it achieved. 
However, the experience gained has helped considerably towards the 
improvement in the standard of play and should enable both sides 
to have a fair measure of success during the current season.

Unfortunately, for various reasons, several of the members have 
departed and the club has been implemented by a number of members 
new to the game. During the first half of this season little opportunity 
was afforded for practice owing to a late start and the Gymnasium’s 
being required in connection with the School play in December.

As there is only one court, and in order to prevent unnecessary 
“sitting out” by players, the number of members has been restricted 
with the resultant difficulty of team selection. In order to overcome 
this difficulty two more male members with experience of the game 
are required, and any Old Boy with the requisite knowledge who 
would be prepared to coach would be especially welcome.

Club nights are each Monday, in the School Gymnasium. Any 
Old Boy who is interested should get in touch with cither of the 
following:—

L. A. J. Baston, 21 Chetwynd Road, Chilwell, Notts (Tel. No. 
Business 40755).

N. Pugh, 20 Norman Street, Kimberley, Notts. (Tel. No. Business 
40993).

ANNUAL DINNER
In March, 1956, it will be twenty-five years since Mr. T. O. Balk, 

the Headmaster at the School then, held a meeting of Old Boys, the 
outcome of which was the formation of the Old Boys’ Association, 
whose main object was “to encourage friendship between Old Boys 
and to strengthen the bond that unites them to the School and to 
one another”.

The Association has kept in existence through the twenty-five 
years; it has never been an easy task for the officials, and Old Boys 
are indebted to Messrs. G. E. Goodall and T. E. Smith who kept the 
Association going during World War II.

To celebrate the twenty-fifth, anniversary of the formation of the 
Association, a dinner (all male) will be held at the Elite Restaurant, 
Parliament Street, Nottingham, on Saturday, 24th March, 1956; 
reception, 6.30 for 7 p.m.; price 11/-; dress informal.

Mr. T. O. Balk will attend the dinner, and the evening will be
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given to mixing freely with old friends; there will be a minimum of 
speeches and a maximum of good fellowship and, of course, a licensed 
bar.

Remittances of 11/- for seats at the dinner should be sent to P. J. 
Ebling, 3a Hazel Grove, Mapperley, Nottm., as soon as possible; 
the list will be closed on March 14th.

Two dances were held at the School in 1955, during October and 
December; both were quite successful socially, especially the Xmas 
Dance, but due to the small attendances, about 90 in each case, the 
Association incurred a total loss of £20.

It is obviously impossible to run dances for such small numbers, 
and the time has now come when the question of whether dances be 
held at the School at all must be reviewed; the alternative is to hold 
dances at some place in the city centre with a licensed bar.

A great deal of work is put into the organizing of these dances, and 
with very limited finances. All members are notified by post and the 
dances are advertised in the Press, and as each dance at the School 
costs about £25 to put on, obviously the price of the tickets cannot 
be less than 3/-

There will be a questionnaire sent out to all members later in the 
year asking for views on where to hold Old Boys’ dances, or suggestions 
on condqcting them or whether to hold them at all.

It is hoped all members will co-operate.

SECRETARY’S NOTES
The one bright spot on the affairs of the Association during the 

past year has been the membership; once again it has exceeded 200. 
T o all old members who have remained loyal, I say thank you, and I 
hope our newer members will renew their membership for many years.

Compiling the Old Boys’ Section Notes is never an easy task, even 
though I have had a year to do them this time; however, there have 
been more letters from Old Boys and once again I implore members 
to write to me of their lives since leaving school and present activities; 
no matter how dull your life may seem to you, it will always be of 
interest to former school fellows.

I am hoping there will be a record attendance at the dinner in March, 
but to save the organizers worry and heartburn, please book your 
seat early.

There are several vacancies on the Association Committee, and any
one who is willing and enthusiastic enough to lend his services, please 
write and let me know, for any vacancies remaining after the A.G.M. 
will be filled by co-opted members; incidentally, all correspondence 
to the treasurer and me is treated as confidential.

The War Memorial Ground is now a flourishing concern with a 
cosy pavilion; how about allocating a couple of hours for a visit to it ?

All letter and enquiries of the Association can still be addressed to:—
H. K. BUTLER, “Allington”, Westdale Crescent, Carlton, Nottm. 

Tel: 24-7317.



CAREERS IN THE COAL INDUSTRY
Modern Coalmining is very largely a new industry. More 

accurately, it is an old and vital industry which is being reconstructed 
to serve the present and future needs o f the nation. While other 
forms o f energy will help, the main source o f power in the foreseeable 
future will continue to be coal.

Technical Careers.—Many well-paid and absorbing job s are 
available and the Coal Board are ready to train you for them, either 
through a University Scholarship or— if you prefer to earn and learn 
at the same time—by taking you into the industry straight from 
school and providing technical training without loss o f  pay.

University Scholarships.—Highly-trained mining engineers are 
urgently needed. The National Coal Board offer a hundred 
University Sholarships a year : most are in Mining Engineering, 
but some are available in Mechanical, Electrical and Chemical 
Engineering and in Fuel Technology. They are worth about the 
same as State Scholarships and successful candidates receive them 
in full—parents’ financial position makes no difference to the value 
o f  the awards.

Practical Training.—When you have qualified—either through 
the University or through technical college while working—you are 
eligible for a two or three year course under the Coal Board’s 
management training scheme. Each trainee has a course mapped 
out for him personally and a senior engineer gives him individual 
supervision. If you come in to the industry on the mining 
engineering side, you have a very good  chance o f becoming, between 
the ages o f 25 and 30, a colliery undermanager at a salary between 
£975 and £1,300 a year— or even a colliery manager with a salary in 
the range £1,050 to £1,800.

Other Careers.—There are also good  careers in the Board’s 
Scientific Department and in administrative posts. Young men 
and women o f  good  educational standard (who have preferably 
spent some time in the sixth form or have attended a university) 
are also needed in such fields as marketing, finance and labour 
relations.

Full details can be obtained from any Divisional Headquarters o f the Board or from 
the National Coal Board, Hobart House, London, S.W.l.
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THE SILVER JUBILEE ED IT ION
Somewhere in one of the inky palaces which bestride Fleet Street, 

E.C.4, is my copy of the Silver Jubilee edition of Centaur. I distinctly 
remember loaning it to a curious sub-editor who took it back to his 
desk amid the magnificent portals of Peterborough Court, which 
houses the rather sedate Daily Telegraph. That was the last I saw of it.

In my efforts to retrieve the copy, I did discover that it had passed 
into the swanky glasshouse, the home of the Daily Express, where 
another Nottingham exile had been intrigued and impressed by its 
contents.

But just what route it took after that, I’m at a loss to say—although 
of one thing I’m certain, its contents cannot have failed to have done 
good all along the way.

The Silver Jubilee edition was without doubt, the best issue of 
Centaur I have seen—and I have been a reader for almost 20 years !

Every page was worthy of the occasion it helped to commemorate, 
and the editor and his associates can take pride in the job they have 
done.

Most of the Old Boys, I imagine, must have been stirred as much by 
the pictures as by the excellent material written by a host of scribes. 
I had only to look at the wonderful photograph of the school on page 4, 
and memories of 15 to 20 years came flooding back in an instant.

My years at Highbury Vale—1936-1940—have been described as 
among the difficult years of the school (can there be a tie-up some
where.) But I was able to re-live them all again while reading the 
pages of the Jubilee Centaur.

Some of the contributions emphasised memories which were already 
firm; others freshened up the fading ones. I spent a wonderful 
evening with the magazine—even the first and second form poets 
have their values—and I’m sure the rest of Fleet Street found it just 
as rewarding.

THE WAR MEMORIAL SPORTS GROUND
The pavilion with its boiler-house was completed and taken over 

early in 1955; no funds were left and there was a mortgage of £1,000 
to pay off at the rate of £100 a year. But we had kept our promise to 
provide a War Memorial to the Old Boys and Staff who died in the 
War.

Much remains to be done to put the ground into first class condition 
and we are grateful to Old Boys who came along to mow the grass, 
prepare and seed the cricket square, mark out pitches, paint and clean 
out the pavilion.

We intend to provide plaques for the pavilion and for the School 
to make the memorial complete, but as these will cost £150 they will 
have to wait. The ground is now earning some income from being 
let to the Old Boys’ R.F.C. and we hope to have the official opening 
next September.

It only needs enough enthusiasm to run a Saturday or Sunday 
Cricket XI for the future both of the O.B.A. and of the W.M.G. to 
be very optimistic. H.D.W.
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ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
CADET’S HOLIDAY

Sliding to a halt, I gloomily surveyed the C.C.F. Notice Board 
which hopefully sported an official-looking, typewritten sheet of paper 
which had only two words on it which I remembered afterwards, 
“Germany” and “12 pounds”. Both these words seemed far away 
at that moment, but when I remembered them at home I spoke casually 
of it to my loving progenitors and was stunned when I was told that 
I could go.

Since one needs a lot of money, or so I had heard, when one goes 
abroad, I started to save. Apart from various sidetracks like bicycle 
equipment, broken windows and books, the funds rose steadily. When 
I prised open my money box on the day before, I was surprised to 
see four pounds in it. We were only allowed to take five, until at 
the last moment, the wonderful and generous War Office raised it 
to ten. By then, we were half way there and had to “lump it” except 
of course, for the O.C. who radioed back for more.

The arrival in Liineburg was exciting, as it was in the dark, but 
that is all I will say about the trip except for my experience in buying 
a mouth organ.

We, (Cadets Cowlishaw and Allen) were strolling in the town, when 
I decided to buy a mouth organ. I did not want to get it from one of 
these big efficient shops. I saw a little shop with harmonicas in the 
window, which was made with squares of bottle glass, and I entered.

A bell tinkled in the background, and a mild and kindly expression 
entered the shop, with a pair of spectacles on the end of its nose. 
It was an old lady straight from the comfortable pages of the Victorian 
stories. I doubt if the war had made much impression on her. I 
cleared my throat, consulted my German Phrase Book, and spoke.

Sprechen sie Englisch ?
“Nein” (or words to that effect)
“Eine Harmonica, bitte”

Five minutes later all the mouth organs in the shop were displaying 
themselves proudly on the counter. I goggled. Half an hour later 
we wended our way back to barracks, a heavy weight in my pocket.

(W.J.P.R. IVh)
MUSIC

Music—one of the joys of living;
Whether it be by receiving or giving.
Music will please almost any mind;
Music harsh or music kind.
Ravel with his “Bolero” is sure to please;
Rachmaninoff’s “First” puts me at ease.
Bizet’s “Carmen” gives me quite a thrill;
1 have a liking for “The Submerged Cathedral”.
But if there’s a type which I really favour,
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It’s that which has a traditional flavour.
Not the brand that the school choir so nobly perform;
But Chris Barber’s band playing clear and “warm”
Though it no doubt makes Mr. S— writhe,
“Bobby Shaftoe” by Chris makes me feel quite blithe.
But with this rash statement perhaps I should cease,
Lest I’m sued for disturbing the musical peace !

R.W.W. (VA)
T’MATCH

As a change from seeing league football, me and my pal sometimes 
go and watch the local village team play. Last Saturday, we paid 
our 6d. to the man at the gate and entered the field, where we noticed 
a number of small boys walking up and down with their heads bowed 
down to their knees. At first we thought that this must be some 
strange ritual invoking the aid of the local football gods until we 
remembered that th'e wakes had been held on this ground during the 
week; the lads were looking for dropped coins.

When the linesman had finished his pint, the game started, and the 
local team soon scored. This put the crowd in a good mood, until 
the home goalkeeper muffed an easy shot from the visitors. But the 
home side soon took the lead again with a goal scored by the side’s 
glamour boy. Did the girls scream ! He might have been Johnnie 
Ray ! !

Just before half-time, the game was held up while the one and only 
ball was retrieved from the pub yard: it seemed to have bounced inside 
through the doorway. It was just after half-time that I noticed a 
lot more people coming into the ground. After half-time no charge 
is made. A little later on I heard some childish voices behind me 
saying,

“Bags I’m Johnny Mack Brown”.
“No, you’re Roy Rogers”.

The childrens’ Matinee at the pictures had turned out and so as 
the game drew to a close, the touchlines became crowded with en
thusiastic onlookers.

S.W. (VA)
THE YEAR

Raw January, the month of snow,
Sends temperatures down so very low;
Whilst barren February, month of sleet,
Gnaws, bitterly, at your very feet.

And gusty March, treacherous month of gale,
Tears like a lion with tooth and nail;
Then follows April, gentle month of rain,
With buds astir down every lane.
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Fair May is the month of emerald green,
Enchanting all with beauty serene;
Yet, fragrant June with its sky so blue,
Is also magical and jewel-like too.
Glorious July, with burnishing heat,
Bows each polyanthus head so sweet:
Then lazy August with velvet might,
Bids adieu to the cuckoo in flight.
Golden September with palette brown,
Paints every leaf with a russet gown;
But October with guile and cunning 
Plucks and whirls and sent them running.
Wraith-like November, with clammy hand 
Levels the hollows with misty band;
Till crisp December, with icy grip,
Paves the marsh and stills every drip.

S.C. (IIIc)
THE PIKE

It was a cold October morning and I was sitting by a pond with 
my piking tackle all ready to be cast into the pond near to a thick clump 
of reeds. I knew roughly where the old Pike would be so I cast in, 
with a small roach as bait; it sank to about eighteen inches below the 
surface of the water and began to swim about. I sat back to wait, 
but to my great surprise the bait was taken almost immediately. 
I jumped up and grabbed the rod and began to wind in the line very 
slowly. I immediately knew that I had caught the pike that I was 
after. It was pulling with tremendous power and I had to give him 
more slack to ease the tension on the line. He began to head for the 
reeds and I knew that if he got in there he could entangle and break 
the line, so I had to begin winding in again, then the line broke and 
I fell flat on my back. He had outwitted me again. That was—and 
is—the end.

R.C. (VA)
REGIMENTATION

“Get off that wall !”
Is the usual call,
When outside the prefects’ room.
“What are you doing ?
Are you chewing” ?
A prefect has sealed your doom.
You must not talk,
Or fiddle with chalk,
When outside the prefects’ room.
For, if you do this,
A prefect won’t miss
Giving you lines to add to your gloom.



THE CENTAUR Thirty-Nine

Whether guilty or not,
You’re placed on a spot,
When outside the prefects’ room.
Protest innocence—
He’ll say, “You’ve no sense”,
And a hand at your head will zoom.
They don’t seem to care,
When they put you out there,
Whether you live or succumb 
You stay out the time,
For your petty crime,
Outside the prefects’ room. C.S. (VA)

THE COWMAN’S CALL
“Come here, sweet Claribell,
Your milk for me is due;
Come here, sweet Margaret,
And let me milk of you.
I call you, Buttercup, Daisy and all,
To give me your milk divine;
For when I of your milk do sup,
I have no need for wine.
Oh, come from the meadow green and white;
Oh, come to your master’s call;
Oh, come from the pond of grime and weed;
And to me, give your all !”

R.A.F. (IIIc)
THE ROBIN

One day I went a-walking 
Down a country lane,
And there I saw a Robin,
With breast as red as flame.
I threw some crumbs upon the ground,
To make the Robin follow,
And as I went the Robin bent 
His head, the crumbs to swallow.
I carried on along the lane 
And looked around to see 
The Robin flying close behind 
And chirping merrily.
As I continued on my way 
The Robin followed still;
Now when I go into the house 
H e’s on my window sill. K.O. (///>)
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THE WIND
Have you heard the wind whistle round the house?
It whistles twice as hard as the very biggest mouse.
You want to live up Annesley road,
Then you will feel it, ever so cold.
Straight from the Misk Hills,
It comes with a roar,
And whistles around our back and around our front door. 
The washing whirls up outside on the line,
The dustbin lid flies.
The apple trees have lost their leaves.
In fact they are lying on the ground,
Waiting for someone to come around 
To sweep them up. T o do so you must take 
A new brush and an old rake.
When you have gathered them in a pile,
Then you can rest a little while.
Then get a match, and when it’s alight,
You can play Red Indians, and fight.
When they are burnt you can have tea,
After that, television you can see.
You would like to see it all, but instead,
It is decided you go to bed.
The wind will blow, again in the night,
And all the leaves will take a flight.
Tomorrow you have to do the same,
And so it goes on, again and again.

L.A.W .(lib)
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