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1st. RUGBY XV 1954— 1955

Back row: M r. E. A. B urnham  D . J. A lexander P. L. T aylor J. F. Brown B. H . Jarvis M . H. A lbon A. H . Beadsworth,
A. G . G im son M r. W. L . Evans.

M iddle row: W . Barnes H . H ardy B. Scott T h e  H eadm aster M . J. Buxton P. Sm ith D. Rippon.
M . E. H atcher R. A. C. Bramley
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EDITORIAL
Our readers may feel this number something of an anti-climax after 

last term’s “biggest-ever”, Jubilee issue; especially may the first 
forms, who have seen no other, feel this.

But a jubilee is a time when one looks largely to the past, points 
proudly to achievements and suns oneself in the smiles of congratula- 
tors—no thought of the future disturbs one’s serenity.

We remind our readers of the poet’s words, “That time is past and 
all its dizzy raptures” ; we continue our more hum-drum way, recording 
the events of the present term and printing the brighter original 
thoughts of our contributors.

Not that we have been unmindful of the whirligig of time outside 
our four walls—if only because of the holidays granted that enabled us 
to appreciate it more fully !

There was the General Election of 26th May with the return to 
power of the Conservatives under their new leader, Sir Anthony Eden.

There was the Test Match at Trent Bridge, beginning on the 9th 
June, when we saw Tyson largely responsible for the rout of the South 
Africans.

And lastly there has been the honouring of our city by the visit of 
the Royal Show to Wollaton Park, 5th-8th July and Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth the Second’s visit on 6th July. The sun shone and 
all was gay.

Even the approach of the General Schools Examination could not 
rob these three occasions of their glory.

But it is of “the daily round, the common task” that success is 
made and we can confidently commend—especially on the eve of the 
holidays—hard work and study as the only sure way to success.

M.J.B.

School Captain: 
Vice-Captain: 
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

House Captains:

SCHOOL OFFICIALS
B. Scott 
M. J. Buxton
A. C. Antcliff, B. J. Arthur, C. A. Barnes, W. 
Barnes, J. F. Brown, V. J. Budgen, M. E. 
Hatcher, D. G. Leigh, J. I. Palmer, P. Smith.
D. J. Alexander, H. R. Beastall, R. K. Burton, 
A. E. Copley, J. A. Fenton, A. Gimson, G. C 
Handford, P. R. Hill, B. T. Hodge, B. H. 
Jarvis, D. Johnson, J. T. King, D. Leivers, R. 
V. Newton, D. J. Royle, D. Shipley, N. Smedley, 
R. G. Toplis, M. Webster.
Blue—J. I. Palmer Green—M. J. Buxton
Red—B. Scott Yellow—J. F. Brown
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SCHOOL NOTES
There was one Staff change in December; Mr. W. S. Dean left us 

to take up a Senior post at Hanley High School and in his place we 
welcomed Mr. R. S. Morrow. We trust that each will find his move 
advantageous in every way.

Mr. Dean had been here as a boy, 1931-1939, and after taking his 
degree in Geography at Nottingham University, following his service 
in the R.A.F. in Rhodesia, he returned, in 1950, here as a master, 
sharing the Geography and English teaching. He was a valuable 
member of the Dramatic Society and was secretary of the Parent- 
Staff Association and will be greatly missed from both activities.

In the December Oxford General Certificate of Education Examina
tion, the following pupils passed at the Ordinary Level in the number 
of subjects shown:—

J. C. Bagworth (1); G. A. Booty (3); R. J. Brunswick (1); C. A. 
Harwood (1); J. D. Howden (2); J. T. King (1); A. B. Middleton (3); 
G. B. Murfitt (1); J. A. Powell (1); M. Webster (1); B. R. H. Whitby 
( 1 ).

Recent University successes of which we have received notice are 
as follows:—A. J. Bailey, (B.A. Honours English, Nottm. Univ.), 
E. J. Copley (B.Sc., Honours Zoology, Nottm. Univ.), R. Lester (B.Sc., 
Honours Botany, Nottm. Univ.), P. Perkins (B.Sc., Honours Chemistry, 
Nottm. Univ.), B. M. Jukes (B.Sc., Agriculture, Nottm. Univ.), W. J. 
Carter (M.B., Ch.B., Liverpoool Univ.), J. E. Peachey (B.Sc., Honours 
Zoology, Durham Univ.), B. J. Wood (B.Sc., Honours Zoology, 
Durham Univ.), C. Clifford (B.Sc., Honours Chemistry, Leeds 
Univ.).

We heartily congratulate J. I. Palmer on gaining an open Exhibition 
to Jesus College, Oxford, also D. J. Alexander on gaining one of the 
twenty-five American Field Sendee Scholarships offered to English 
boys; this boards him for a year with an American family and pays his 
expenses for one year at an American High School.

Congratulations, too, to D. Gell (45-51) on successfully completing 
his course for commission on H.M.S. Hawke; he is now posted to H.M.S. 
Tyrian as Acting Sub-Lieutenant until September, after which he 
enters the Royal Naval College, Greenwich, for eight months.

On 16th March, Forms 3b and 3c enjoyed a concert at the Albert 
Hall given by the Junior Harmonic Orchestra; B. J. Arthur played the 
clarinet.

Mrs. Basford was the recipient of many gifts, including a salad bowl, 
fruit spoons and servers, when she retired after ten years active ser
vice in the kitchen; to many generations of boys she was a second in
dulgent mother at dinner times and on special occasions her unflagging 
zeal to see everyone satisfied was most inspiring.

We welcome Mrs. Perry in her place.
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At the Athletics Sports held on June 9th, five records were broken, 
three by A. H. Beadsworth in the Middle Shot, Discus and Javelin.

A party of twenty-five boys, accompanied by Mr. Marshall and Mr. 
Boddy, are spending ten days in the Bernese Oberland, Switzerland, 
from the 8th to the 17th August.

Two C.C.F. camps are being held during the Summer Holidays; 
the R.A.F. Section go to R.A.F. Honington, Suffolk, and the Army 
and Basic Section to Gandale, both camps from 26th July to 3rd 
August.

Old Boys and others will be interested to have the dates of dances 
to be held in the School during the coming term; they are 15th October 
and 17th December; tickets may be obtained at the school office 
The main O.B.A. news will be published in the Spring number.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, McCandless, Marshall, Smith, H. K. Butler and M. J. Buxton.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines and 
apologise for possible omissions:—The Brunts Magazine, The Cestre- 
feldian, The Elizabethan, The Gong, The Granthamian, The Humphrey 
Perkins Chronicle, The Mitre, The Mundella Magazine, The Newtonian, 
The Novarcensian, The Nottinghamian, The West Bridgfordian, The 
Magazine of the Royal College, Ceylon.

ALD. L. W. A. WHITE, O.B.E.
(Chairman of Governors, 1937-1955)

We very much regret having 
to record the sudden death, on 
21st May, of our Chairman of 
Governors, Aid. L. W. A. White. 
He had served continuously on 
the Board of Governors for 
twenty years—since joining as 
County Council Representative 
in 1935 in place of the late Mr. 
G. H. Hurt; he was elected 
Chairman in 1937.

Throughout this period the 
school has benefited enormously 
from his penetrating judgment 
and instinctive feeling for right 
decisions. We have always valued 
his friendship to the school; 
there is a deep sense of personal 
loss in his death. On Sports 

Days we were very conscious of his real interest in the boys and their 
successes and his remarks on these occasions forged a link of i ntimacy 
between the platform and the parents; his geniality was infectious. 
At this moment he seems irreplaceable.

We extend to his widow our deepest sympathy.
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V A L E T E
V I  H . H ardy , C. D . H arrison, G . Spittal, D. A. N oon, B. H am m erton, 

C. A. Harw ood, G. B. M urfitt.
V  A. M cT ighe, A. W. Bee, R. Pem bleton, B. R. H . W hitby , J. M . 

Lakin, W . Towle.
I V  J. A. H um berstone, R. J. Akers, G . A. New, R. D . Sedgwick, A. H. 

W ard.
I l l  M . B. G oddard , M . C. W ood.
I I  P. A. Jennings, J. G . Skevington.

A V E T E
lib  R. K . W arren
11a W . T . W right
I l i a  J. F . Ayliffe.
IV b  D . A. Beevers.

CRICKET 1955

Although only four members of last year’s first team are still here, 
the team is now settling down and the win against Ashby G.S. was 
most convincing. The weakness lies in the batting but here practice 
and patience should result in better performances.

FIRST XI
Saturday, May 7th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away) Cancelled
Saturday, May 14th v High Pavement G.S. (Home) Drawn

High Pavement 81 (Rippon  5 fo r  25)
School 68 fo r  6 wickets (Scott 26: Rippon 23)
Steady bowling by the School bowlers never allowed the H igh Pavem ent 

batsm en to get on top. However the School batting never looked really con- 
confident and only a spirited innings by Rippon brought us w ithin a few runs of 
w inning the match.
Saturday, May 21st v The Brunts School, Mansfield (Away)

Lost by 3 wickets.
School 38.
The Brunts 40 fo r  7 wickets (Jarvis  4 fo r  12).
T h is m atch was very tigh t and exciting. Despite the failure of the School 

batsm en, the B runts School never looked like getting the runs easily. Keen 
bowling and fielding m ade them  fight all the way and only bad luck thaw ted 
the School’s efforts to pull the m atch ‘out of the fire’.
Wednesday, June 1st v Welbeck College (Away) Drawn

School 99 fo r  8 declared (Gimson 34 not out: Granger 23).
Welbeck College 84 fo r  4 wickets.
T he School batted well on a good wicket, the runs com ing quickly after the 

tea break. U nfortunately  the bowling was short and loose and only tim e saved 
us from  losing the  m atch.
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Saturday, June 11th v The Parents (Home) Drawn
School 96 fo r  5 declared (Jarvis 40)
The Parents 81 fo r  7 (Jarvis  3 fo r  37).
A lthough rain interfered w ith the m atch, it did not spoil its attractiveness. 

Excellent h itting  by Jarvis, Buxton and Rippon added 70 runs in ju s t over 
three-quarters of an hour. T h e  bowling once again was far from  steady, except 
for Jarvis’s, bu t the m atch ended in a fair result to an enjoyable game.
Wednesday, June 15th v Ashby G.S. [Away) Won by 26 runs.

School 59.
Ashby G .S . 33 (Jarvis 4 fo r  9 : Rippon 4 fo r  17).
A fter a steady start the School collapsed on a slow wicket. Jarvis and 

Rippon, backed up by good fielding, swung the game back in the School’s 
favour and we eventually won quite  comfortably.

SECOND XI and COLTS XI 
Saturday, April 30th v Southwell G.S. (‘A’ and 14) (Home) Cancelled 
Saturday, May 7th v Newark Magnus G.S. (2 and 14) (Home)

Cancelled
Saturday, May 14th v High Pavement G.S. (2) (Home) Won by 7

wickets
High Pavement 37 (Dale 5 fo r  13), (Beadsworth 3 fo r  9).
School 38 fo r  3 (M illns 22).

Wednesday, June 1st v Welbeck College (2) (Away) Lost by 8 wickets 
School 31.
Welbeck College 32 fo r  2 wickets.

Wednesday, June 8th v Southwell G.S. (‘A’ and 14) )Away) Cancelled 
Saturday, June 11th v Nottm. High School (2) (Away) Lost by 5 wickets 

School 80 fo r  9 declared (Lockwood 23 not out).
High School 81 fo r  5 wickets (Nightingale 3 fo r  19).

Wednesday, June 15th v Ashby G.S. (2) (Home) Lost by 6 wickets 
School 93 fo r  7 declared (Burrows 39).
Ashby G .S . 94 fo r  4 wickets.

Saturday, May 21st v King’s School, Grantham (15) (Home)
Won by 45 runs

School 82 fo r  3 wickets declared (Layton  47).
K in g ’s School 37 (Beadsworth 6 fo r  3 : H eald  3 fo r  19).

Saturday, May 21st v Brunts School (14) (Away) Lost by 6 wickets 
School 22.
Brunts 23 fo r  4 (Clements 3 fo r  6).

Saturday, June 11th v Nottm. High School (14) (Home)
Won by 5 wickets

High School 32 (Clements 5 fo r  18, Grieves 4 fo r  1).
School 34 fo r  5 wickets.

Wednesday, June 15th v Ashby G.S. (14) (Away) Lost by 60 runs 
Ashby G .S . 105 fo r  9 wickets declared (Jackson 3 fo r  7, Tomlinson 3 fo r  32). 
School 45

ATHLETICS 1955
T he School Relay T eam for this season has been M. Fisher, J. A. 

Fenton, M. Webster and H. Hardy with W. Barnes as reserve. The 
team has run consistently well and its overall performance has shewn 
an improvement on last season’s, despite the loss of Brownhill. We 
finished second to West Bridgford G.S. in the “Cuthbertson Cup” 
at the Queen Elizabeth’s School, Mansfield on May 4th, and the same
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again in the “Mundella Golden Jubilee Trophy” on May 12th. In the 
“Trivett Cup”, at West Bridgford G.S. cn May 24th, W. Barnes ran 
the first leg in place of M. Fisher who was indisposed and the school 
finished 3rd to W.B. G.S. and the High School, Nottingham.

Notts. A.A.A.; Senior and Boys Championships were held at 
Newark on May 14th in pouring rain and hail. M. Fisher won the 
Boys (under 15) 100 yds. event with a time of 1 l.lsecs.

T he South N otts. Schools A.A. Championshps were held at the 
“John Player’s” Sports Ground at Aspley on May 25th. This year, 
there was for the first time, competition in the intermediate and senior 
divisions, due to the entry of West Bridgford G.S. to the South Notts. 
Association.

Results of events in which boys from school were successful are as 
follows:—
J unior (U nder 15)

100 yds. 1st M . Fisher T im e 11.1 secs, (rec.)
440 yds. 1st M . M onk T im e 61.0 secs.
H op, S tep and Jum p 2nd J. S tubbs
H igh Jum p 3rd J. Stubbs

I ntermediate (U nder 17 years)
100 yds. 1st J . A. Fenton, 10.9 secs. 3rd W . Barnes 
220 yds. 1st J. A. Fenton, 24.2 secs. 2nd M . W ebster 
440 yds. 1st M . Albon, 58.6 secs. 2nd C. K. Riley 
880 yds. 2nd D . J. Alexander. 3rd J. R. Barnes.
1 mile. 1st D . J. Royle, 5 m. 7.3 secs. 3rd Wass.
Relay. 1st H enry M ellish, 47.9 secs.
High Jum p. 1st Pollard, 4 ft. 8 in., 2nd Hague.
Long Jum p. 1st B. Jarvis, 16 ft. 10 in., 2nd B. Purdy.
H op, Step and Jum p. 1st B. Purdy, 37 ft. 10 in., 2nd B. Jarvis.
Discus. 1st W. Barnes 132 ft. 9 in., 2nd A. H . Beadsworth.
W eight. 2nd M . W ebster, 3rd A. H . Beadsworth.
Javelin. 1st M . Bayliss, 154 ft. 3 in., 2nd D. W’ardle.

S enior (U nder 19 years)
100 yds. 3rd R. N ewton.
440 yds. 1st M . G . Savage,
880 yds. 1st J. F . Brown 

1st D. Shipley 
1 mile. 1st J. F . Brown, 4m. 49 secs. 3rd D. Shipley.
Relay. 2nd H enry  M ellish
H igh Jum p. 1st V. J. Budgen, 4 ft. 8 in.
L ong Jum p. 1st D. R ippon, 17 ft. 9 in.
Discus. 1st H . H ardy, 130 ft. 10 in., 3rd M . E. Hatcher.
W eight. 1st H . H ardy, 42 ft. 4 in., 2nd P. Sm ith.
Javelin. 1st D . R ippon, 138 ft. 8 in., 2nd R. T . Ayscough.

T eams. The intermediate team won the “ Sir Harold Bowden Cup” 
by a margin of 39 points and the senior team won the “Hopkinson 
Cup” by 10 points.

This was the last meeting in which the school was assisted by H. 
Hardy who has been called up for National Service. Hardy has been 
a member of the school relay team for four seasons and an excellent 
field events man; he was placed 3rd in the All-England Schools Discus 
last year.
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T he School Sports were held on Thursday, June 9th. The 
newly marked track and recently constructed jumping pits, prepared 
for the County Schools Championships held on the School Field on 
June 18th, were in use. The track was in perfect condition but there 
was a strong wind blowing down the finishing straight which accounted 
for the slow times recorded in the sprints and Middle-distance events. 
Both Senior and Middle 440 yards records were broken by A. G. 
Gimson and C. K. Riley despite the wind. A. H. Beadsworth cer
tainly had a “field” day in breaking the Middle shot (by 3ft. 9 | in.); 
discuss (by 19 ft. 61 in.) and javelin (by 11 ft. 0 in.) records. It is to 
be hoped that he can reproduce this form in outside competition.
J u n i o r  (Form s 1 and 2)

100 yds. 1st O ’Connor (R), 2nd M iddup (Y), 3rd M ay (R). T im e 12.4 secs. 
220 yds. 1st M ay (R), 2nd Sim pson (R), 3rd H ardy (Y). T im e 29.2 secs. 
H op, Step and Jum p. 1st W right (Y), 2nd New ton (G ), 3rd F letcher (R). 

D istance 27 ft. 5J in.
H igh Jum p. 1st F lin t (Y), 2nd Sm ith  (G), 3rd Rowley (B). H eight 

4 ft. 1 in.
Long Jum p. 1st O ’Connor (R), 2nd Stocks (Y), 3rd T edds (R). D istance 

14 ft. 8 j  in.
W eight 1st M iddup  (Y), 2nd Parsons (Y), 3rd Davison (B). D istance 

36 ft. 3 in. (6 lb.).
C ricket Ball. 1st M iddup  (Y), 2nd Bradbury (Y), 3rd O ’C onnor (R). 

D istance 189 ft. 7 in.
Relay 4 x 110. 1st Red, 2nd Yellow, 3rd Blue, 4th G reen. T im e 57.2 secs

M i d d l e  (Form s 3 and 4)
100 yds. 1st M . Fisher (Y), 2nd M onk (R), 3rd C lifton (B). T im e 12.0 secs. 
220 yds. 1st M . F isher (Y), 2nd C lifton (B), 3rd Richardson (G). T im e 

26.6 ■ sees.
440 yds. 1st Riley (B), 2nd M onk (R), 3rd T hom pson (Y). T im e

59.2 secs. (rec.).
880 yds. 1st J. R. Barnes (R), 2nd M illns (R), 3rd Foulger (G). T im e 

2 m in. 24.6 secs.
1 mile 1st W ass (B), 2nd Jones (Y), 3rd R. G . Fisher (Y). T im e 5 m.

18.2 secs.
H op, Step and Jum p. 1st Coxon (B), 2nd Riley (B), 3rd W idlake (Y). 

D istance 33 ft. 4 in.
High Jum p. 1st M illns (R), 2nd Sm ith  (Y), 3rd Radford (B). H eight 

4 ft. 6 in.
Long Jum p. 1st S tubbs (R), 2nd R. G . Fisher (Y), 3rd Riley (B). D istance 

14 ft. 3* in.
W eight. 1st Beadsworth (G), 2nd W allis (B), 3rd M illns (R). D istance 

38 ft. 4£ in. (Record). (8 lb. 13 oz.).
Discus 1st Beadsworth (G), 2nd R ichardson (G), 3rd Rowling (Y). 

D istance 139 ft. 9 in. (rec.) (1^ kilo.).
Javelin. 1st Beadsworth (G), 2nd M orley (Y), 3rd G regg (G), Distance 

(7 ft. 2 \  ins.) 140 ft. 5 in. (Record).
Relay 4 x 1 1 0 . 1st G reen, 2nd Blue, 3rd Yellow, 4th Red. T im e 51.8 secs.

S e n i o r  (Form s 5 and 6)
220 yds. 1st Fenton, (B), W ebster (G), 3rd Budgen (Y). T im e 25.0 secs. 
440 yds. 1st G im son (R), 2nd T aylor (G ), 3rd Savage (G), T im e 

T im e 55.3 secs. (Rec.)
880 yds. 1st Brown (Y), 2nd C. A. Barnes (G ), 3rd Shipley (B). T im e 

2 m in. 10.8 secs.
1 mile. 1st Brown (Y), 2nd Royle (R), 3rd A lexander (Y). T im e 4 m in.

51.3 secs.
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100 yds. 1st Fen ton  (B), 2nd W ebster (G ), 3rd W . Barnes (R). T im e 11.2 secs.
H op, S tep and  Jum p. 1st Purdy  (G ), 2nd G im son (R), 3rd Jarvis (R). 

D istance 38 ft. 1 in.
H igh Jum p. 1st Rippon (R), 2nd Budgen (Y), 3rd Pollard (G). H eight 

5 ft. 0 in.
Long Jum p. 1st C. A. Barnes (G ), 2nd P. Sm ith  (R), 3rd W ebster (G). 

D istance i7  ft. 1 in.
W eight. 1st Buxton (G), 2nd P. Sm ith (R), 3rd W ebster (G). D istance 

34 ft. 0 i  in. (12 lb.).
D iscus. 1st W . Barnes (R), 2nd Bayliss (B), 3rd C. A. Barnes (G). 

D istance 112 ft. 5 in. (11 kilo).
Javelin. 1st R ippon  (R), 2nd Ayscough (R), 3rd Bayliss (B). D istance 

(7 ft. 6J in.) 132 ft. 7 in.
Relay 4 x 1 1 0 . 1st Red, 2nd G reen, 3rd Blue, 4th Yellow. T im e 48.8 secs.

H o u s e  P l a c i n g s  

J u n i o r

1st Yellow, 38 points, 2nd Red 32 points, 3rd Blue and G reen 10 points each. 
M i d d l e  a n d  S e n i o r

1st G reen, 7SJ points, 2nd Red 71 points, 3rd Blue, 60J points, 4th Yellow 
53 points.

T h u s  G reen H ouse won the  “ Clifton C u p ” for Senior A thletics and Yellow- 
H ouse the  “ N orm an C u p ” for Jun io r Athletics.

Notts. A.A.A. Junior and Youths Championships. These were 
held at the Walesby Lane Sports Ground, New Ollerton, on Saturday, 
June 11th. Because of the calls on cricketers (June 11th was “Family 
Day”) the school’s entry at this meeting was unfortunately, con
siderably reduced. But our successes were nevertheless very hearten
ing. Despite the rain and sodden track the School’s Youths (under 
17) Relay team won the races for the “Maurice Marshall Cup” in a 
time of 47.3 secs, which is only one-tenth of a second outside the 
record. J. A. Fenton who with M. Webster, W. Barnes and M. Fisher 
made up the winning relay team must have been tired after this meet
ing, for besides his 110 yard leg in the relay, which he ran in both 
heat and final, he had to run in heats, semi-finals and finals of both 
the 100 yds. and 220 yds. (Youths). He won the latter event in 
24.7 secs, and was placed 2nd in the former (10.8 secs.). Our strength 
at the discus (Youths) was demonstrated by A. H. Beadsworth gaining 
1st place and W. Barnes, 3rd place, with throws which were con
siderably under their best form (121 ft. 6 in. and 119 ft. 5J in. re
spectively). R. T. Ayscough gained 3rd place in the Junior (under 
19) Javelin with a distance of 121 ft. 7J in. After leading throughout 
the first lap J. F. Brown was beaten into third place in the record- 
breaking Junior 880 yds. (Time 2 mins. 6.2 secs.). In the com
petition for the “Jack Archer Cup” which is awarded to the team 
gaining most points in the Youths Section the School were runners-up 
to High Pavement G.S.

v. H ugh Stewart H all (N ottingham U niversity) held 
on the School Field, on 14th June. In a very closely contested match 
the School lost to their much older opponents by 57 pts. to 55 pts.

R E S U L T S
100 yds. 1st H .S .H ., 2nd J. A. Fenton, 3rd H .S .H . T im e 10.5 secs.
220 yds. 1st J. A. Fenton, 2nd H .S .H ., 3rd M . W ebster. T im e 23.4 secs.
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440 yds. 1st H .S .H ., 2nd H .S .H ., 3rd A. G . G im son. T im e 57.8 secs. 
880 yds. 1st J. F. Brown, 2nd H .S .H ., 3rd D. J. Alexander. T im e 

2 m in. 13.8 secs.
1 mile. 1st J. F. Brown, 2nd H .S .H ., 3rd D . J. Royle. T im e 4 m in. 51 secs. 
W eight (12 lb.). 1st H .S .H ., 2nd W. Barnes, 3rd H .S .H . T im e 45 ft. 5 in. 
Discus (1 j  k). 1st A. H . Beadsworth, 2nd H .S .H ., 3rd W. Barnes. Distance 

113 ft. 1 in.
Javelin (7 ft. 6£ in.). 1st D. R ippon, 2nd H .S .H ., 3rd R. T . Ayscough. 

D istance 145 ft. 0 in.
H am m er (12 lb.). 1st H .S .H ., 2nd A. H . Beadsworth, 3rd W. Barnes. 

D istance 86 ft. 5 in.
Long Jum p. 1st H .S .H ., 2nd C. A. Barnes, 3rd D . Rippon. Distance 

17 ft. 9 in.
H op, Step and Jum p. 1st H .S .H ., 2nd A. G. G im son, 3rd B. Purdy. 

D istance 39 ft. 5 in.
H igh Jum p. 1st D. R ippon, 2nd H .S .H ., 3rd Pollard. D istance 5 ft. 1 in. 
Relay 110 x 220 and 2 2 0 x  110. 1st H .S .H ., 2nd H .M .G .S . T im e 1 m in . 

11 secs.
J.F.B.

CROSS-COUNTRY RUNNING
With the establishment of cross country running as a recognised 

activity during Senior games on Wednesday afternoons for non
rugger players, the popularity if not the standard of this sport at school 
has increased. But when reviewing the school cross-country season 
as a whole it must be admitted that our standard is low. This can 
be improved by longer training runs at more frequent intervals. The 
31 mile course over Bulwell Forest is quite a fair distance for Inter- 
School races, but the general lack of “strong” runners may be 
remedied by practice runs over a six-mile course.

The innovation of Inter-House championships for both Seniors 
and Middles is most welcome and this year’s results were moderately 
successful.

Our position as a team in the Notts. A.A.A. Boys and Youths 
championships was disheartening, although some of the individual 
placings were quite good.

The match with High Pavement clearly shewed the school’s lack 
of strong supporting runners. J. F. Brown and D. J. Royle shewed by 
finishing in 1st and 4th positions that the school does possess some fine 
distance runners but Pavement gave an excellent display of “packing”. 
This object lesson in team work could be put to advantage by the 
Fifths and Sixths on their Wednesday afternoon “jaunts” next season.

R E S U L T S
T h e  C o u n ty  C ham pionsh ips a t  M a n s f ie ld  (26th Feb.)
Youths (U nder 18)

J. F . Brown (5th), D. J. Royle (10th).
Boys (U nder 16)

A. G. G im son (16th).
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School Cham pionships  (16th M arch)
S e n i o r

Individual:— 1. Brown (Y), 2. Royle (R), 3. Shipley (B), 4. G im son (R), 
5. Jackson (B), 6. F letcher (G).

T im e 18 m . 10 secs. (Course Record).
Team :— 1. Blue 194 points, 2. Yellow 259 points, 3. Red 376 points, 4. 

G reen 390 points.
M iddle— (29th M arch)

Individual:— 1. W ass (B), 2. Riley (B), 3. Faw cett (B), 4. Bayliss (B), 5. 
Fenton (B), 6. Fox (R).

T im e (for 2J m. course ) 18 m . 47 secs.
Team :— 1. Blue 234 points, 2. Red 479 points, 3. G reen 572 points, 4. 

Yellow 621 points.
M atch v . H igh  Pavement (23rd M arch)

Individual:—Brown (1), Royle (4), Shipley (10).
T im e 17 m . 51.2 secs. (Course Record)

Team :— 1. H igh Pavem ent G .S . 31 points, 2. H enry  M ellish G .S . 53 points.
J.F.B

SWIMMING 1954-55
The annual gala was held for the second year in succession at the 

Noel Street Baths on the last day of the Spring Term. The struggle, 
for the final championship was close and exciting to the very last race, 
Yellows beating Greens by only one point.

M.E.H.
S e n i o r

Free Style (2 Lengths). (1) H atcher (G) (2) Charles (R) (3) Ayscough (R). 
— 43.0 sees.

Back (1 L ength). (1) Charles (R) (2) Ayscough (R) (3) Beadsworth (G). 
—-2 5.1 secs.

Breast (1 Length). (1) H atcher (G) (2) W ood (Y) (3) W ilson (R)— 25.4 secs. 
Diving. (1) H atcher (G) (2) Bagworth (B) (3) S m ithurst (R)—
Plunge (1) Noon (Y) (2) S m ithurst (R) and Antcliff (G)— 33 ft. 4 ins. 
M edley Relay (1) Red (2) G reen (3) Blue— 71.8 secs.
F /S  Relay. (1) Red (2) G reen (3) Blue— 81-3 secs.

M i d d l e

Free Style (1 L ength) (1) Fox (R) (2) Jones (Y) (3) Rowling (Y)— 19.1 secs. 
Back (1 Length). (1) Pontin  (Y) (2) W hitehead (Y) (3) Fox (R)— 25.0 secs. 
Breast (1 Length). (1) Rowley (Y) (2) M illns (R) (3) Jones (Y)— 27.2 secs. 
Diving. (1) Fox (R) (2) Sm ith (Y) (3) Allen (B).
Plunge. (1) M orley (Y) (2) M illns (R) (3) E lliott (G)— 34 ft. 6 in. 
M edley Relay. (1) Yellow (2) Red (3) G reen— 70.8 secs.
F /S  Relay. (1) Yellow (2) G reen (3) Blue—85.3 secs.

J u n i o r

Free Style (1 Length). (1) Fisher (G) (2) F lin t (G) (3) H ardy (Y)— 
25.1 secs.

Breast Style. (1) H ardy (Y) (2) Sm ith  (G) (3) Briggs (R).
Back (1 Length). (1) Rose (Y) (2) Swingler (B) J3) F lin t (G )— 31.2 secs. 
Breast (1 Length). (1) Baker (Y) (2) H ardy (Y) (3) Sm ith (G)— 29.9 secs. 
Diving. (1) Sm ith  (G) (2) H ardy (Y) (3) Rowley (B).
M edley Relav. (1) G reen (2) Yellow (3) Red— 89.3 secs.
F /S  Relay. '(1) Yellow (2) G reen (3) Blue— 107.8 secs.
School C ham pionship— (1) Fox (2) H atcher (3) Charles.

Final placings—(1) Yellow, 214 pts., (2) Green, 213 pts., (3) Red, 
181 pts., (4) Blue, 140 pts.
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Head of the T ham es Race

ROWING
The racing season is now in progress. It began with the Head of the 

Trent Race on the 5th March. Both the first and second crews were 
entered in the Schools Division. The first crew finished 7th with a 
time of 11 mins. 10 secs, and the second crew finished 11th with a time 
of 11 mins. 31.3 secs. There were sixteen crews rowing altogether.

Next came the Schools Head of the Thames Race on the 23rd March. 
Our first eight were entered, and finished 37th out of the 59 crews 
entered. Our time for the course was 8 mins. 51 secs.

Nottingham Regatta was held on the 21st May this year but un
fortunately the first crew was unable to row. However the second crew 
rowed in the Queen Elizabeth’s cup for school fours; in the first heat 
they rowed against the Nottingham High School ‘A’ crew and were 
beaten by one length—the High School crew went on to win the cup.

Three weeks later, on the 11th June, the race for the Butcher Cup 
for maiden oarsmen under twenty-one was held. The first crew 
competed, and in the first round beat the Nottingham High School 
‘C’ crew' by three-quarters length but in the second round lost to the 
Mundella ‘A’ crew, who went on to win the cup. For this race the first 
crew had to be completely rearranged owing to the illness of A. C. 
Antclilf, the captain and stroke. The crew consisted of:—
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Bow Whitley, J.
2 Barton, E.
3 Beastall, H.
Stroke Copley, A.
Cox Mayfield, P.

We have yet to compete in the Jardine Cup, Derby Regatta, 
Loughborough Regatta, the Ball Cup for Midland Schools, and the 
Spencer and Heald Cups for Nottingham Schools.

The first and second crews 
lit Crew 

Bow Copley, A.
2 Barton, E.
3 Beastall, H.
Stroke Antcliffe, A.
Cox Clark, S.

are now
2nd Crew 

Bow Whitley, J.
2 Mather, H.
3 Hall, W.
Stroke Ayscough, R. 
Cox Mayfield, P.

The Fourth Formers are very keen and should provide some good 
material for next year.

S.A.C.

COMBINED CADET FORCE
The most important event of the last two terms was the Annual 

Inspection held at the School on Friday, 25th March 1955. Brigadier 
J. F. Snow, Deputy Commander, North Midland District, was the 
Inspecting Officer. Accompanying him were Commander J. Pringle, 
O.B.E., Naval Member Joint Cadet Executive, Wing Commander 
R. M. Blackmore, Lieutenant Commander R. Mayne, R.N. and 
Major F. O. Cetre.

Unfortunately, the occasion was not, as in the past, blessed with 
fine weather and the Parade, Inspection and March Past took place 
in intermittent rain. In spite of this discomfort, the Brigadier and his 
accompanying officers made a very' thorough inspection and were 
greatly impressed by the turnout and steadiness on parade of the 
Cadets. Brigadier Snow' took the salute at the March Past which 
followed the Parade.

In spite of the keenness of the Cadets to carry out an ‘exercise’ 
arranged as part of the Inspection, it was decided that owing to heavy 
rain it would be unwise to do so. However, Exercise ‘Satchel’, 
involving all sections of the Contingent, was carried out at Bulwell 
Hall Park early in the Summer Term with Brigadier Snow in attend
ance.
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During the Easter Vacation all Sections held training for some of 
their Cadets, the Army Section visiting Luneberg in Germany.

The Contingent entered its first shooting competition this year and 
congratulations are due to Sergeant R. V. Newton of the R.A.F. 
Section who won the Individual Shot of the Junior Section of the North 
Midland District Small Bore Competition. This is most encouraging, 
especially as work on the building of a .22 Rifle Range on the School 
Field is due to start shortly and it is expected to be ready for use in 
September. This will save a considerable amount of time in travelling 
and should greatly increase the amount of practice for the shooting 
team. It could profitably be recalled that Henry Mellish was himself 
one of the finest ‘shots’ of his day.

As usual, at the end of this term the unit loses some of its Senior 
N.C.Os and Cadets. With them go the thanks of the Unit for their 
loyalty and service and best wishes for the future.

R.N. SECTION
Annual Training from 13th to 21st April 1955 was held on H.M.S. 

Tyrian (Destroyer). The Section embarked at Portland and dis
embarked at Sheerness, spending several days exercising in the English 
Channel. This is the first time Cadets have had the opportunity of 
real sea-going experience and they were greatly impressed. The 
party also manned a motor fishing vessel and with the help of some of 
the crew from H.M.S. Tyrian went out to sea and returned without 
mishap.

At last a berth for the Section dinghy has been obtained on the 
River Trent and it is hoped that use will be made of the boat this term.

Congratulations are due to O.S. M. W. H. Smith and P. J. 
Hemmings who have qualified as Leading Seamen.

Several Cadets have applied for ‘courses’ this summer and it is 
hoped their applications will be successful.

ARMY AND BASIC SECTIONS
A party of Cadets from these Sections were the guests of the 2nd 

East Lancashire Regiment at Luneberg in Germany; this was the 
Unit’s first visit to B.A.O.R. An excellent programme of training and 
visits was carried out, including a visit to Hamburg, and Officers and 
Cadets were entertained most generously by their hosts. It is hoped 
that these visits will continue in the future although there is some doubt 
at present.

The formation of an ‘artillery gun team’ has been successful and 
they had their first ‘practical’ experience of firing during exercise 
‘Satchel’ when they fired ‘blank’ in a ‘25 Pounder’—shelling the enemy

Most of the Army Section and all Basic Section Cadets will be 
taking Certificate “A” Examinations this term. As the standard of 
these Examinations has been raised, the results will be of considerable 
interest.
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B y  courtesy o f the Guardian Journal

C .C .F . Inspection

B y  courtesy o f the Guardian Journal
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ROYAL AIR FORCE SECTION
Easter Camp was held at R.A.F. Middleton St. George. It was a 

well run and interesting camp, many Cadets gaining flying experience 
in Vampire T .lls . For most this was their first ‘jet’ flying experience.

During half term a party of 21 Cadets visited the Royal Air Force 
College, Cranwell, where they were able to see the living conditions 
of the Cadets and were given the opportunity of finding out from the 
College Cadets themselves all about the life and work there. Amongst 
the cadets seen were D. A. Noon who up to last term was in the School 
Cadets.

At Easter W.O. II A. Antcliffe and Leading Cadet M. H. Albon 
obtained their ‘B’ Gliding Certificates, the former at R.A.F. Cottesmore, 
the latter at R.A.F. Newton. It is hoped that Albon will be able 
to continue his gliding at Camphill during the summer.

The Summer Camp this year is at R.A.F. Harrington in Suffolk 
where, given good weather, it should be most pleasant.

“THE MIKADO”
On the occasion of the School’s Silver Jubilee, the Dramatic 

Society presented The Mikado, perhaps the most popular of the 
Gilbert and Sullivan operas, and it is generally admitted that never, 
during the twenty-five years of the school’s history, has anything 
quite so ambitious—or so successful—been attempted.

One or two of the principals deservedly achieved enormous popu
larity; perhaps that adjective is especially applicable to the Mikado 
himself, played by M. J. Buxton. Encores were demanded of him at 
all four peformances, 28th, 29th, 30th and 31st March and his grimaces 
in “My object all sublime” were most effective; his face was made up 
to look positively gruesome—although perhaps nature helped the 
make-up experts here !

The sweet singing of L. R. Hardy as Yum-Yum, the astonishing 
versatility of K. C. Burrows as Pitti-Sing and the cynical air maintained 
by J. A. Rowley as Peep-Bo ensured the success of the three little 
maids. Their song, “Three little maids from school are we”, besides 
entertaining the audience, must have given them some idea of the work 
which went into the production, as this particular song was accom
panied by intricate foot-work and fan-dancing—which often succeeded !

K. J. Dearman most ably interpreted the part of Ko-Ko, Lord High 
Executioner; he gave an energetic and enthusiastic performance and 
his rendering of the Tit Willow song especially delighted the audience.

Mr. Bow took the part of the hero, Xanki-Poo, and besides giving 
an excellent rendering of “A Wandering Minstrel” , he displayed a 
sense of humour perhaps not previously noticed by many small 
boys !



Joyous shout and ringing cheer inaugurate their new career” .
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G. B. Murfitt, who had left school at Christmas, earns our gratitude 
for coming to the Friday rehearsals to make perfect the small but 
important role of Pish-Tush.

To the part of Pooh-Bah, B. J. Arthur brought a natural portliness 
and majesty, on which he built the real Gilbertian character, pom
pous, conceited and complaining.

“ Some bridegroom s would be depressed by this sort of thing

D. Severn coped admirably with the difficult part of Katisha. He 
lacked the celebrated Bertha Lewis’s height and bulk but made up for 
them by a hauteur and hardness in voice and gesture, and his song, 
“Hearts do not break” , was very moving.

The school was fortunate in possessing the right types of actors 
with the right types of voice for this production, with the result that a 
finish, both vocal and' dramatic, befitting the special occasion, was 
achieved.

This standard could not have been reached without the help of 
colourful costumes, “Japanese” settings and sympathetic orchestral 
and choral accompaniment, and these were provided generously and 
ungrudgingly. At all times the stage provided a colourful and pic
turesque spectacle whose uplifting effort was reflected in the
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animated response of one of our best-ever audiences. The cast was 
as follows:—
T H E  M IK A D O  O F  J A P A N ............................................
N A N K I-P O O  his s o n .........................................................
K O -K O  Lord H igh Executioner of T itipu  
PO O H -B A H  L ord  H igh Everything Else
P IS H -T U S H  a N oble Lord ' ...........................................
T h ree  Sisters, W ards of K o-K o—

Y U M -Y U M  .........................................................
P IT T I-S IN G  .........................................................
P E E P - B O .......................................................................

K A T IS H A  an elderly lady in love w ith Nanki-Poo

M . J. Buxton 
M r. W. N. Bow 

K . J. D earm an 
B. J. A rthu r 

G. B M urfitt

L. R. H ardy 
K . C. Bui rows 

I. A. Rowley 
D. Severn

Chorus o f S ch o o l G irls: T . G . H ursthouse D. M . Fenn G . S. Benniston, 
B. G raham  R. A. Foster D. J. G ardiner M . F. Onley S. J. H erbert P. B. 
May K . Hayes-Bradley C. J. Cham berlain N. J. Bostock R. S. H ursthouse, 
P. H. Severn D. J. Braithwaite C. G . Stones.

Chorus o f  N o b les: B. Scott D. Shipley W. Barnes, M. E. H atcher, J. 
W hitley, W. F. Brazier, F. D. W ilson, D. J. M undy, D . J. Rovle, D. F. Leigh, 
P. Sm ith, W . Hall.

C oolies: C. Love, F. R. M atson, D. W ightm an, S. Clough.
G uards: T . C. M orley, R. M oore, T . P. T urner, R. G . Fisher.
K o-K o’s Boy: A. M artin

D.J.A.

“ —  and his daughter-in-law  elect ! ”
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NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
Two well-established plays were included in the Playhouse pro

gramme for schools this year and the Sixth and First Forms went to 
see them.

The Importance of Being Earnest, Oscar Wilde’s ever-green comedy, 
was brilliantly produced and very much appreciated by the Sixths; 
Mary Rose, Sir James Barrie’s sentimental drama, was much enjoyed, 
if not fully understood, by the Firsts.

In each case, the character portrayal was more than adequate, 
David Aylmer as Algernon gave a truly Wildean interpretation—gay 
irresponsible and clever, and seldom has David Carr been 
suited with such a perfect part as Rev. Canon Chasuble, D.D. The 
women seemed the weaker characters, but only by contrast; this was 
so in Mary Rose too—the elusive Barrie-esquerie failed more than 
once to appear.

The sets were always charming—especially memorable were the 
sunlit garden in The Importance of Being Earnest and the mist-shrouded 
“ island that likes to be visited” in Mary Rose.

C.E.W.C.
A one-day conference on “South Africa”, organised by the 

Nottingham District Council for Education in World Citizenship 
and held at the Girls High School on Saturday, 26th February, was 
attended by a much depleted party from the school Sixth Form per
haps owing to the counter-attraction of cross-country running through 
three-feet snow drifts !

Mr. Jan Koens, F.R.E.S., a lecturer at the Imperial Institute spoke 
on “The Colour Question in South Africa” . In trying to justify the 
actions of the government of South Africa in its policy of racial segre
gation, Mr. Koens had a hard task. The sympathy of his audience was 
essentially against him and his beliefs. He did however speak ex
tremely well from a practical viewpoint.

The next speaker was a coloured lecturer in economics, Mr. Bax 
Nomvete of Hull University College. If he did rather overpower his 
audience by sheer force of indisputable statistics (“all published by 
South Africa House”) the speaker made up for this “vice” by his 
colourful analogies and his practical realism.

The “serious” side of the conference was ended by a very lively 
Brains Trust which included Mr. Nomvete, Mr. G. P. Hughes (a 
pro-segregationalist) and a reverend gentleman who firmly believed that 
all South Africa’s problems could be ended by “a practical type of 
Christian Communism”.

The conference ended with a two-hour social, which is perhaps an 
equally attractive part of these conferences.

J.F.B.
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THE CHESS CLUB
Chairman: H. R. Pokorny 

Secretary: K. S. Overton Treasurer: P. J. Hemmings 
The Chess Club has been closed for the summer term but we now 

have the results of all the matches and find that the Seniors have won 
the championship and the Juniors have finished 2nd. Although they 
had the same number of points as Mundella, the Juniors had an inferior 
game average so missing the championship by the smallest possible 
margin.

The Junior Tournament ended in a draw between M. Onley, (3b) 
and C. G. Overton (3b). It must be extremely gratifying to M. Onley, 
who plays at No. 6 in the Junior Team to defeat Nos. 2 and 5 and force 
a draw with No. 3 ! As he will be playing at No. 2 next, along with 
many other promising players, we hope to capture that cup from 
Mundella.

C H E SS R E S U L T S
S e n i o r s

v. High Pavem ent G .S. W on 5-1
v. N ottm . H igh School Drawn 3-3
v. M undella G .S. W on 4-2
v. People’s College W on 3J-2J
J u n i o r s

v. H igh Pavem ent G .S. W on 4-2
v . Ellis Secondary M odern School Drawn 3-3
v. M undella G .S. Drawn 3-3
v. N ottm . H igh School W on 4-2
v. Player’s School W on 4-2
v. People’s College W on 5-1

THE DRAMA GROUP
This new group was formed in the Spring Term for th

of studying the technique of acting and play production. Weekly 
sessions, representing all Forms from the Thirds upwards, have met 
on Wednesday evenings after school and have profited enormously from 
the advice of R. Toplis in every branch of play presentation. Miming, 
reading, make-up, acting, etc., etc., culminated in the presentation 
before the parents on Family Day of Glyn Griffiths’ one-act play, 
M y Hills, my home. Attendance and enthusiasm never flagged.

THE MELLISH SOCIETY
Chairman: B. Scott Secretary: B. H. Jarvis

So far this term the Society has inexcusably done nothing. However 
in compensation, four meetings are being arranged to take place in 
the last month of the Summer Term. One of these will be a lecture 
by a County Drama Adviser on “Cinema Appreciation” . Following 
this, one of the sixth forms will open a debate. The following week 
a lecture on some form of Sport is to be given by Mr. D. G. Barnes 
Physical Training Adviser. The last meeting will be a lecture on 
“Procedure in the Courts” , given by a Principal Probation Officer. 
It is to be hoped that these meetings will be successful.
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THE NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Secretary: G. C. Handford Treasurer: R. Hayes

Unlike the creatures it professes to study, the Natural History 
Society has been rather inactive this term. This, however, is attribut
able to two main courses—firstly, the threat of examinations, and 
secondly, the fact that Natural Historians are, by nature, rather solitary 
beings, and so, although members may not have shown much activity 
as a Society, they have, doubtless, kept up their pursuits individually.

On Family Day the Society endeavoured to advertise its existence 
by displaying a collection of Wild Flowers and Aquaria. The latter 
is the only permanent ‘show-piece’ that the Society at the moment 
possesses. The Pond, however, is now ready for stocking, and it is 
hoped to have several species of freshwater creatures in it by the end of 
term.

Finally—a plea for more members ! With the end of the School 
year, the Society will lose several senior members, and so new mem
bers, particularly Sixth-formers, will be urgently needed if the Society 
is to flourish next year.

G.C.H. (V I U.A.)

HOUSE NOTES
YELLOW HOUSE

The Senior Rugby XV surprised the strong Green House side in 
its last game by winning by an easy margin. The result was due to 
a more spirited performance by the forwards and the excellent game 
played by B. Hammerton at flyhalf: this win placed the House second 
in the Senior Rugby competition—losing only to Reds. The results 
of Junior XV games are best left unrecorded; it was easily the worst 
display by a Junior House team for many seasons.

The House won the “Learning Cup” for Swimming at the Swim
ming Sports held at the Noel Street Baths on April 1st. Our success 
was due to a tremendous effort by our extremely strong Middle 
swimmers ably supported bv our Juniors. They did not however 
receive much support from the Seniors who were definitely “sub
standard”.

We do not entertain any great hopes of team success in the Senior 
and Middle Divisions in the Athletic Sports although we have a few 
outstanding athletes. Our Juniors do however stand a very good 
chance of success.

We have not played in any of the House cricket matches and al
though our teams are moderately strong, no attempt will be made to 
assess their respective chances, owing to the bitter experience of former 
years. Cricket is so unpredictable !

In view of the even distribution of Inter-House trophies for the 
competitions held to date, there seems no reason why we should not 
win the Hurt Cup this year. All that is necessary is a concerted and 
determined effort by all members of the House.

J.F.B.
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BLUE HOUSE
Since the last issue of the magazine, the results of Junior Rugby, 

Swimming, and Athletics have been decided. In none of these events 
have the hopes of the House been fully realised. We failed to retain 
possession of the Junior Rugby Cup, being placed second to Green 
House. In swimming we did not distinguish ourselves, being placed 
last; while in athletics although the Middles did very well to come 
first, this was not enough to compensate for the weakness of the 
Seniors and Juniors, both being placed third.

None of the cricket matches has yet been played, but we are hopeful 
of repeating last year’s success in Senior Cricket; the prospects for the 
Juniors also seem bright.

If the House is ever to regain its former superiority, we must not 
rest satisfied with this state of affairs. A concerted effort will be 
necessary next year for success, and although we cannot expect to be 
Cock House next year, if a steady improvement is maintained it 
should not be long before Blue House is in its rightful place—at the top!

J.I.P.
GREEN HOUSE

Since the Silver Jubilee edition of The Centaur, inter-house activity 
has been confined mainly to Athletics and Cricket, and in both of these 
spheres, the House has been reasonably successful. In the Senior 
Cricket competition, we were unlucky to be beaten by a Red House 
team which, on paper, was far superior to our own eleven. However, 
a keen team spirit helped us to give our opponents a hard game, but 
one which they undoubtedly deserved to win.

In Athletics, our Senior and Middle teams were highly successful 
in the competition for the combined cup. Although the Seniors did 
well, much of the credit must go to the Middles, and particularly to 
A. H. Beadsworth, who set up new records in the shot, discus and 
javelin. The Juniors were less successful, and finished last of the 
four Houses. This rather deadens the success of the Seniors and 
Middles, and all members of the House must realize that only by maxi
mum effort and team spirit can we retain the Hurt Cup.

RED HOUSE
So far this year Red House has made a valuable contribution to the 

House competitions; there has been a fine spirit of co-operation 
throughout and this has brought us some success. In the Athletics 
Sports we finished at the top of the table over all divisions, largely 
owing to the good work put in by the Juniors and this is very en
couraging for next year. However the main strength has once again 
lain in the Seniors and we can confidently hope to win the Senior 
Cricket Cup.

If the House fails to finish up as Cock House it will not be for lack 
of effort; I should like to thank all Red House members for their 
hard work and co-operation during this past school year.

B.S.
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PARENT-STAFF ASSOCIATION
At the Annual General Meeting on March 23rd, Mrs. Newton 

retired from the Committee after serving for six years. The meeting 
placed on record their appreciation of the excellent service rendered 
to the Association by Mrs. Newton who was unanimously elected an 
Honorary Life Member.

We also said goodbye to Mr. Dean whose efficient work as treasurer 
of the Association had been most valuable.

Because of severe snowstorms the debates arranged for February 
24th with the Brincliffe Parent-Teacher Association were postponed 
until April 28th. This meeting again proved to be popular and was 
fairly well attended.

Family Day was held on June 11th, and though weather conditions 
were not so severe as last year, it was a dull day, and a heavy shower 
in the afternoon held up the cricket. The match, between a Parents 
XI and the School Team, ended in a draw.

Tea was a bright spot in the proceedings, and we are much indebted 
to the ladies of the committee, and their helpers, for their very efficient 
work in the dining room.

The concert was short, but very enjoyable. At the request of the 
parents a few items from the recent production of The Mikado were 
included. The School Drama Group presented a short melodrama, 
M y Hills, M y Home, by Gwyn Griffiths. The acting was restrained, 
and at times accomplished: even the Welsh accent was convincing. 
Two sketches, in lighter vein, by the Sixth Form, completed the 
programme.

It is hoped that the activities of next session will include the 
following:—

Meeting of First Form Parents, Sept. 21st.
Two masters speaking on, “The Place of my Subject in the School 

Curriculum”.
Talks on “Engineering as a Career” .
Debates with Brincliffe Parent-Teacher Association.

R.McC.

ORIGINAF CONTRIBUTIONS
PAINTING A HOUSE

Have you ever had a house painted ? If you have you will probably 
know only too well how the following events can happen. However 
to those of you to whom this has not happened let it be a warning.

It happened that in the middle of October last year our new house 
was finished. The builders had left and with them had gone the 
plumbers, joiners and plasterers. Now it was the turn of the painters. 
Dad had decided to have the house painted to our own requirements 
by a private firm of ‘C. J. Entwistle and A. Higgins, Company, Limited’.
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As we were having the house painted to our own requirements we, 
that is Dad, wrote to the firm of painters asking for a member of the 
same firm to come down to our old house and then visit the new house 
with us to give us an estimate and to weigh up the job in hand. It 
seems that we were very privileged people as the working member 
of the partnership of ‘Ernest J. Entwistle and A. Higgins’ arrived at 
our House three days later in the person of Ernest Entwistle.

The first part to be considered was the outside of the house or the 
hexterior of the ’ouse, as Mr. Entwistle put it in his best Sunday man
ner. Now father likes a bright frontage to a house, and it had already 
been decided that the colours for the front of the house should be red 
and cream; this had been decided by father and he was determined to 
have the house painted red and cream. However the outside of the 
house is now painted, or should I say grained, in light oak.

This is how it happened. As soon as the family and Mr. Entwistle 
arrived at the house to size up the job father informed him of his 
wishes, but thus began one of Mr. E’s professional speeches which 
are now famous in our house.

“My dear Mr. Brown”, he said, “do you realise that by following that 
stream of thought we would take away the best years of the wood ? 
In fact to put it bluntly you would be ruining your chances of having 
one of the smartest houses in the row.” He let this latter remark sink 
into mother’s and father’s brains before he continued,” You see, new 
wood has a bright grain which can be shown off to great advantage by 
graining and varnishing” . So he lectured for seventeen minutes, 
fifty-three seconds—we timed him—on the finer points of graining to 
the unreceptive brains of our family. Thus father was brought round 
to Mr. E’s (as we now called him) way of thinking and now to anybody 
who does not know this story father claims Mr. E’s ideas to be his 
own.

Thus Ernest J. Entwistle, with suspicious prods and unhelpful 
suggestions from Bert Higgins, his not so silent partner, proceeded 
to revolutionise the family’s ideas of house decoration.

After the first episode of Mr. E’s revolution with father it was 
mother’s turn to receive a lecture on the right way to decorate lounges 
and parlours. Mother had decided that she wanted a floral paper for 
the parlour and a nice shaded paper for the lounge. This idea was at 
once pounced upon by Mr. Entwistle and thus torn to shreds 
“My own view in this affair,” he said, “does not matter, but I think 
it only right for me to give you my professional advice” .

And so he did.
“Firstly,” he said, “ I may as well tell you that the new contemporary 

style of papering rooms has become very popular, and in my view is also 
economical, as one can buy different quality paper for each individual 
wall. This style involves the papering of each of the separate walls 
in a different coloured, different styled paper” . We could all see that 
mum and dad didn’t like this idea but with a touch of human psychology
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Ernest J. changed their minds. When he told them that the next door 
neighbours were considering having their rooms done in this manner, 
immediately mum accepted the proposal.

So it went on; in every room that we, the family, had planned it was 
carefully unplanned by Mr. E. and replanned to Mr. E’s special, par
ticular requirements and ideas.

G.M.S. (IVaSc.)

A TYPICAL DAY IN THE ARMY
At six precisely the drowsy air is broken by the bugle’s blare;
Hardly has this died away when running footsteps fill the morning air. 
You pull your blankets farther over your head but all in vain,
For the red-faced corporal comes barging into the billet with a cane. 
Up you get and your warm bed for the wash-room you quickly exchange, 
Chilled to the bone by the wind whistling round the bleak Pennine 

Range.
As usual the water’s cold, and as usual no soap can be seen,
But the cold water soon wakes you up and makes you look more like 

eighteen.
After dressing, it’s time for parade; hail, rain, snow—that’s always 

still on;
Here a “nice sergeant” bawls his head off for an hour, off and on,
As usual someone makes a mistake, which makes the poor sergeant 

explode.
Breakfast then is eaten, and the bacon (or something) tastes like fried 

toad.
“Fatigues” is the morning’s gruelling work, and with a “big-head” 

corporal too:
Scrub, dry, wash, polish, scrape; all the jobs are there waiting for you, 
If you leave but a speck of the cleanest dirt the corporal is sure to see, 
And then you’ll be scrubbing the walls, floors and doors until your 

mid-morning tea.
At one, all weary and tired, you have the usual old dinner served up; 
Burnt potatoes, meat, cabbage and rice, with stewed tea in a tin-plate 

pint cup.
The afternoon slowly drags on—marching, schooling and rifle practice 

for all;
Just one slip with a rifle, if we dared, and there’d be one sergeant fewer 

to bawl !
But at last tea arrives, and the evening brings freedom for a while; 
We play cricket, or football, or cards, or snooker or table-tennis or 

even sweat more on the mile.
At eleven, lights go out and the camp is at rest until the first streaks of 

dawn
Herald a new army day and the duties that come with the morn.

R.G.F. (IVb)
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THE ROYAL SHOW
Now is the month of the Royal Show,
The price, twenty shillings, it costs to go.
We can’t say the Royal Show is much fun,
But this year it’s held at Wollaton.

Never before has the Show been held here,
So thousands of people will come—and cheer 
The queen and her lords and her ladies who go 
To see what town and country can show.

Cadets from the Mellish will line the street—
They won’t notice the hours they stand on their feet.
And policemen parade in their hundreds, you know 
All honouring the queen and the Royal Show.

And then, when the queen has looked over The Show,
The time will arrive that she has to go;
And so—back to her car and back to her plane,
And so she returns to London again.

G. W. (Illh)

THE LATEST CRAZE
One evening at a Christmas party where most of us were keen on 

underwater-swimming equipped with a standard type Typhoon 
facemask and a pair of swimfins, it was suggested that those of 
us who were able should go to the Arnold swimming baths the next 
day.

At two o’clock we arrived. After about half an hour the water 
became so crowded that we donned our ‘masks and fins’ and descended 
into the green twilight of the underwater world. Legs magnified 
about two and half times seemed to dangle from the silver, mirror
like surface. Looking towards the other end of the baths, I could see 
other disembodied arms and legs thrashing wildly, creating myriads 
of tiny, silver bubbles. Seeing these tiny capsules of air rising swiftly 
to the surface reminded me that I too ought to be getting back to the 
surface to draw great mouthfuls of air into my heaving lungs. We 
spent about two and a quarter hours in this way before returning home.

G. J. (IVb)

SUMMER SALES
I once had the misfortune to accompany my mother to a sale. I 

shudder when I think back to the experience I went through. Who 
would think that a number of women, at one moment waiting quietly, 
could at the next and by that I mean the moment the doors open, 
turn into what appears to be a herd of stampeding elephants !
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After picking my bruised and battered body up from the floor, 
I tried, but I might add in vain, to reach my mother who, I must 
shamefully admit, was right in the middle of that army of screaming, 
scratching, hysterical females. Reluctantly I made my way to the 
door and stood there well out of anyone’s way and watched, 
fascinated.

It seems impossible, doesn’t it, that six or seven woman could at the 
very same moment decide that they all want the very same article of 
clothing. It doesn’t need me to tell you that more often than not only 
one is available. There then follows a free-for-all “scrap” in which 
the biggest and sturdiest of the six succeeds in securing the garment 
my mistake, half the garment ! the other half invariably finishes up 
wrapped round the neck of one who is not quite so sturdy and not quite 
so strong and who never wanted the wretched thing in the first place.

What then of those poor individuals, the shop assistants ? I can well 
understand why, at the mention of a sale, a chill runs down their spines. 
They stand like statues behind their respective counters as the seconds 
tick by, waiting for the onslaught. Do the customers wait for the 
assistant’s timid “Can I help you madam ?”

In ordinary circumstances, Yes ! at a sale, definitely No ! Before 
the poor girl has had time to utter one word, the neatly stacked boxes 
which have taken hours to arrange, are split open, the contents thrown 
to the floor and, more often than not, trampled on.

Why is it that these women, who at other, times shop like normal 
human beings, change at sale-time into savage beasts of prey ? I can
not say; it is just one of those things !

P.A.C. (IVb)

I GET GOT AT
I have just been got at, but I soon got better; in fact I got mad, and 

when I got up to get over the fence I only got angrier for getting 
scratched in getting over. My clothes were getting damp; I was get- 
ing cold; my body getting weaker while I tried to get on better to get 
at my attacker. I got through a hedge and was soon getting across 
the road to get back on to the trail.

As the night got on and it began to get light, the robber got to try
ing to get lost. I got a glimpse of his outline, first getting nearer, 
then getting more distant. I got running, and, getting into my stride, 
I got far enough round to be getting to grips with him. Then getting 
across a field, I got up a tree, then suddenly got down and I’d got him. 
He got downed with a black eye but he got up again. I then tried to 
get inside his guard to get at him, but got got at myself for my pains. 
But I got over this, got in again, and got at him; then what had been 
got from me I got back. I had got my own back !

G.G. (IVb)
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NOTTINGHAM CASTLE
This huge structure, standing stilettoed against the orison, com

mandeers a glorious panarromour, and there have been many rheumatic 
stories connected with it; for example, that story of Mortimer in love 
with the clamorous queen, Belladonna. He tunneled his 
way out of the dungeon where he was imprisoned, eventually to suffer 
the fate of incapacitation at the hands of the public executor. The 
castle itself is now a respository of diseased relics and the grounds afford 
opportunities for public respiration. Nottingham Castle, detonating 
the city, is a sauce of jov to all lovers of iniquity.

W.F.B. (IVb)

THE SEASONS
Spring, when the lambs are born,
Spring, when the farmer sows his corn,
Spring, when the wife in her home takes pride,
Spring, that ushers in Easter tide.

Summer, when the flowers are opening,
Summer, when the corn is ripening,
Summer, when everyone is so gay,
Summer, when children at the seaside play.

Autumn, when the farmer’s yard is full,
Autumn calls us to the Harvest Festival,
Autumn, when dark nights are long,
Autumn, when we miss the foreign bird’s song.

Winter, when bare are the trees and hedges,
Winter, when children bring out their sledges,
Winter, when children go to pantomimes,
Winter, with parties and such happy times

D.J.B. (Ilia)

BOMB DISPOSAL
I am attached to the bomb-disposal squad and one scorching day I 

was finishing my breakfast when one of the local fishermen dashed in to 
say that a mine had just been washed up on the beach and would I 
come and have a look at it. I fetched my box of tools and we hurried 
down to the beach where two more local men joined us.

The beach on one side is composed of a few sand dunes where grow 
bushes and coarse grass. The mine was resting on the sand at the 
base of a large rounded dune and as I approached it I recognised it as 
a German mine. I sent the three who were with me behind a high 
dune on the right and walked up to the mine, my body wet with 
perspiration. As I looked at it I saw that it was the type that had a 
timing apparatus behind a side panel and a detonator behind that; 
the panel in the side was held by four screws.
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I went back and told the others that this mine had a timing device 
and if I could open the panel and dismantle the detonator everything 
would be alright, but as the time was usully set at ten seconds, if I 
heard it start ticking I should have to run for cover.

As I walked back to the mine I tried to convince myself that as soon 
as I heard the ticking I could run for the dunes; I thought that if some 
men could run a hundred yards in ten seconds so could I, but not 
perhaps on a sandy beach and with the sun so hot.

By this time I was at the mine. I reached into my box for a screw
driver and as I tried the first screw I thought I heard ticking—but it 
was only my imagination ! The first two screws came easily but the 
third was obstinate and it seemed as if it took hours instead of minutes 
to get it out. The fourth came without any trouble and as I pulled 
the panel out I again heard the ticking of the timing device. This time 
I dropped the panel, grabbed my box and ran hell-for-leather towards 
my friends. When I had gone about thirty yards my foot slipped in 
the loose sand, and I fell headlong, my tools scattered around me. 
Then I realised that ten seconds had passed and that the mine had not 
exploded. As I dropped the panel I must have upset the detonator; 
the mine was now harmless.

A.M.K. (IVaSc.)

THE WILD WEST
Out in the wild and fiery west,
There was a man who tried his best
To kill the Sheriff of Black Crow’s Nest—
But he never did succeed.

★  ★  ★

Now one black day he stood at the bar;
From where he stood he could see the door.
Now who should enter but Sheriff Blackmore
Whom Bill aimed to kill.

★ ★ ★

The Sheriff was small but tough and strong,
And this is the place where Bill went wrong.
He picked up the hammer and hit the gong
To ask for another drink

★ ★ ★

The barman he was able to terrify.
He drank up till his glass was dry—■
The Sheriff was watching him very sly;
Bill was now about to die.

★  ★ ★

Bill’s hand went to his gunbelt low,
But by this time he’d begun to blow
(That is, the Sheriff I ’d have you know).
The smoke from the barrel of his gun.

W.R. (IVc)
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A ROAD ACCIDENT
It was Christmas Eve, and we were motoring to Skegness to spend 

Christmas with my grandmother, when another car, an A70, shot hy us 
doing sixty-five to seventy miles an hour.

As we knew the road well, my father put his foot down and followed, 
keeping up quite easily as ours is a similar vehicle.

After a time, my mother nudged father and whispered, “Don’t 
forget the bend” . My father nodded and applied the footbrake.

Now, ‘the bend’ is Byard’s Leap corner, which is nigh on a right 
angle and is hidden by a copse of trees and a dip. It is out in the wilds 
except for a cafe and garage combined at the side of the road.

As we passed the sign, “DANGEROUS CORNER”, the other car 
was doing a good seventy. It didn’t even attempt to take the bend, 
but, shooting, straight on, hit a stanchion at the side of the road, and 
turned end over end, and the next I saw of it were the headlights rolling 
over and over in the darkness.

When it came to rest, with its headlights, still on, stabbing like 
needles into the sky, it had bounced over two banks at the side of the 
road and had gone halfway across a ploughed field, ending up on its 
right-hand side facing the road.

When I arrived at the scene of the accident, there were four 
men wrapped up in a bloody heap. I heard a muffled voice: “Please, 
please help us out, I-I’ve got my foot trapped underneath the car; 
don’t rock it too much.”

I assured him we would do all we could, and, when my father arrived, 
I dashed off to the cafe to fetch help.

When I returned, the ‘help’, an elderly man, and I put our backs into 
it and the poor man eventually was able to move his leg, which, luckily, 
and to everyone’s surprise, was not broken, but only bruised.

When we left, there was a policeman there taking down particulars in 
his little book !

G.S. (IVaSc)
LORD NELSON

Tragalgar Square, Trafalgar Square,
A famous monument is there.
Lord Nelson stands in solitary state,
One of England’s heroes great.

He stands alone high in the air,
And many people stop and stare 
To see the admiral brave and bold,
Who fought in the gallant days of old.

He beat the French upon the sea,
And lost his eye in ninety-three;
There never was a hero so bold,
As Nelson in the days of old.

R.K.W. (lib)
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