
THE CENTAUR
MAGAZINE OF THE HENRY MELLISH

1929 SILVER JUBILEE 1954

Vol. 24 No. 48 Spring Term, 1955



THE CENTAUR
SPRING TERM, 1955 Vol. 24, No. 48.

CONTENTS
Page

Lieut.-Col. Henry Mellish, C.B., D.L. - - 3
Foreword - - - - - - - 3
Congratulations from The Governors - - 5
The Years in Retrospect . . . .  7
The Foundation Board of Governors - - 12
The Present Board of Governors - - - 12
The Staff 1929-1954  14
Reminiscences by Foundation Pupils 16
The Silver Jubilee Celebrations 19
School Officials - .............................................. 20
School Notes - - - - - -  20
Examination Successes, 1954 25
Prize List, 1953-54   26
Cricket 1954   28
Athletics - - -  - -  - - 3 0
Rugby Football - - - - - - 31
R o w i n g ..................................................................33
Combined Cadet Force 33
C .E .W .C . ..................................................................36
Badminton Club - - - - - -  37
The Campanological Society 37
The Chess C lu b ................................................ - 37
The Literary Club - - - - -  38
The Mellish Society - - - - -  38
The Natural History Society 39
The Philatelic Society - - - - -  39
Swimming C lu b ........................................................40
The Dancing Society - - - - -  40
Nottingham Playhouse - - - - -  40
Pericles, Prince of Tyre 41
Belgian Tour, 1954 - - - - -  42
Cadet Exchange Visit to the U.S.A. - - 43
House Notes - - - - - -  45
Parent-Staff Association . . .  - 47
Old Boys’ Association - - - - -  48
By All Accounts - - - - - -  54
H.M .O .B .R .F.C ......................................................... 55
Contributions from Old Boys 58
Original Contributions.............................................. 65



L ieut-C ol. H enry M ellish , C.B., D .L .



THE CENTAUR Three

LIEUT-COL. HENRY MELLISH, C.B., D.L.
Henry Mellish died in 1927, two years before the school which 

commemorates him was opened, but, as the memorial in the school 
vestibule records, he was a man who lived a full and unselfish life, 
anxious to take every opportunity of giving service to his fellows.

Apart from the twenty-four years spent in the service of the Notts. 
Education Committee when, among other things, he did his utmost to 
make the school, later named after him, the finest in the county, he is 
renowned for his interest in rifle-shooting and in meteorology.

He was educated at Eton and Balliol College, Oxford. At Eton he 
was an enthusiastic volunteer in the College Corps, later commanded 
the 8th Battalion Sherwood Foresters, became a member of the Bisley 
Committee of the National Rifle Association and was one of the best 
rifle shots in the world.

At Oxford, where he obtained a First Class in Mathematics in 
Moderations and a First Class in Science, in Honours, he became 
interested in meteorology and at his home at Hodsock Priory, north of 
Worksop, established a complete climatological station which included 
earth thermometers, a thermograph, a recording rain-gauge, a sunshine 
recorder and a Robinson Anemometer whose revolutions were counted 
by an electrical device in his study.

Keenness and thoroughness are said to have been the qualities he 
outstandingly displayed, and in a large number of activities—as 
Deputy Lieutenant of the County, Alderman, Chairman of the 
Education Committee, etc., etc.

The School was officially opened by his sister. Miss Agnes Mellish, 
on 4th October, 1929, with a golden key presented to her by the County 
Architect, Mr. L. Maggs.

She then unveiled the tablet in the vestibule; and in the School Hall, 
to the parents of the new boys. Rev. Canon H. A. P. Sawyer, Head
master of Shrewsbury School, gave an address on the greater value of 
the Secondary Grammar Day School than of the much more highly 
considered Public Boarding School.

FOREWORD
by the H eadm aster

Four years ago we were celebrating the attainment of our majority; 
at the time, I felt that there was some danger of those celebrations 
stealing the thunder from what seemed even more important—our 
Silver Jubilee. (We had then a particularly energetic group of Pre
fects ; it seemed wise to give them their head, lest worse befall; they 
have no doubt sobered down by this time; at least two of them are 
married!)

The fears then expressed about our future have receded, and we 
can go on without the nagging feeling that the next year may be our
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last. Wiser counsels have prevailed, and it seems certain that we are 
fortunate in having friends who are both strong and wise.

Much can happen in a quarter of a century; much has happened, 
not only in this School but in history. In our own relatively small 
sphere, accounts are given here which recall the past with nostalgic 
humour—and with no small distinction. In 1950, I mentioned that 
the first son of an Old Boy was about to enter the School; we now have 
three such members of the second generation. My successor, or his, 
may no doubt welcome grandsons of former pupils. There are 
two Old Boys on the Governing Body; one was a pupil in my time— 
I have to tread warily.

We had a most enjoyable time at the Old Boys’ Association Silver 
Jubilee Dinner in October, and one of our greatest pleasures was to 
have there our first Headmaster, Mr. T. O. Balk, looking very well, 
and as lively as ever. How clearly I can recall our meetings in 1935, 
when he was handing over to me the care of the School to which he 
had devoted so much time, thought and affection. I found it necessary 
to shed some of the jobs which he had acquired, for by nature I am 
less Pooh-Bah-ish than he; we will not discuss the physical 
characteristics required for the p a r t!

It has been, is, and will continue to be a great privilege to serve the 
Henry Mellish Grammar School.

CONGRATULATIONS 
FROM THE GOVERNORS

Whatever may have been the hopes and aspirations of those who 
were responsible for bringing the Henry Mellish School into being, 
the survivors of those pioneers must be proud of what they see after 
the first 25 years of the school’s existence.

Of course, we have had our outstanding brilliance in the academic 
field and on the playing field, but perhaps at least as important is the 
general average attained by the less brilliant of our pupils. It has 
been a fine thing to bring together, in our school, boys from a fairly 
wide catchment area and from a variety of home backgrounds. The 
impact upon each other of boys from Arnold and Woodthorpe, from 
Beeston and Stapleford, from Hucknall and Eastwood, and from the 
other areas from which we have drawn our boys, has been an astonish
ingly successful venture, in which the contribution of the boys from 
the mining districts has, perhaps unknown to them, been of supreme 
importance. Our boys leave us as young men of fine, upright and 
sturdy characters; they can be picked out anywhere.

In all this Mr. T. O. Balk and Mr. G. F. Houston, assisted by a 
devoted staff, have played a major part, sympathetically supported 
by the Education Committee and its Director, Mr. J. E. Mason; 
and I must pay tribute to the pioneer efforts of Mr. B. W. L. Bulkeley, 
who was Director when the school was conceived and built.
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But a special tribute must be paid to one whose fine character and 
upright life of public service has had a greater influence upon successive 
generations of boys in the school than is sometimes wholly appreciated. 
I refer, of course, to that fine character and pattern for imitation, 
Major T. P. Barber, D.S.O.

What planner would want deliberately to destroy that which has 
been a quarter of a century in the building ?

May God bless all those who serve and learn in this school.

L. W. A. W HITE (Chairman of the Governors)

THE YEARS IN RETROSPECT
By M r. J. Evans, Clerk to the Governors since 1929

Our School was conceived in the years prior to 1922 as the result of 
surveys made with the object of discovering how best the need for 
secondary school accommodation for boys and girls in the urban areas 
surrounding the City of Nottingham could be met. After conferences 
between the County and City Authorities it was agreed that co-opera
tive provision should be made for supplying the deficiencies of both 
authorities in secondary places by the ultimate erection of four large 
schools, and in 1922 it was decided that the first steps should be a 
County boys’ school and a City girls’ school.

Back in 1920 the Bulwell site of 9.32 acres had been purchased from 
the Duke of Newcastle at an overall cost of about £6,000 and it is 
interesting to note that at that time it was cheerfully proposed to use 
this site to accommodate about 1,000 boys and girls in two separate 
schools with a joint dining room and kitchen. Herein lies the explana
tion why the School is sited so near to the main road and its traffic, a 
point which has no doubt puzzled successive generations of governors 
and staff, and perhaps a number of thoughtful pupils. In the first place 
a County girls’ school—to succeed Brincliffe—was to stand right at the 
top of the main site, but even in those apparently unenlightened days 
it was soon realised that this would hardly do and the result was the 
purchase of an additional piece of land well up Kersall Drive which, 
to this day, retains the name of the “Girls’ Site” and has recently been 
brought into use as additional playing field accommodation.

Even in those days, however, “economy” periods were not unknown 
and it was regretfully ruled that building operations must be deferred, 
but in 1925 plans were prepared, approved by the Board of Education 
in 1926, and the tender of Mr. H. James, of Mansfield, for the erection 
of the present school, £43,879, was accepted in 1927. From that date 
progress was steadily maintained and our School was opened in the 
Autumn term of 1929, bearing proudly the illustrious name of the late 
Colonel Henry Mellish, C.B., whose services to the cause of education 
in Nottinghamshire will long be remembered.

Early in 1929 the Director of Education, Mr. B. W. L. Bulkley, 
informed me that I was to be the Clerk to the newly-formed Governing
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Body, a position which I have been privileged to hold continuously 
from then till now. From the outset I have tried to serve the School to 
the best of my ability, and on occasions I have lightly informed both 
the Headmasters that my minute books might provide material for the 
school historian at some date in the future. While it would not be 
fitting for me to claim this title it does give me pleasure to be allowed to 
offer a few reminiscences of 25 years of work in connection with the 
school, in which I have received the constant support and help of 
successive boards of governors and the benefit of the wisdom and 
experience of two most courteous and efficient headmasters. I have also 
enjoyed the cheerful comradeship of the teaching staff, and have 
obtained, perhaps somewhat surprisingly, an intimate knowledge of 
and friendship with a number of the most important people of all, the 
boys of the school. It interests me very much, and also dismays me, 
to find that of the original team of 1929 only one governor (Major 
T. P. Barber) and four assistant masters remain in office. Others have 
come, many have gone, and the result has been the making of an 
amazingly large number of friends and acquaintances, a knowledge of 
many varied and interesting personalities and the accumulation of a 
large store of facts, gossip and miscellaneous information regarding the 
school and its doings, most of which is available for reference when 
required.

But to return to 1929, when, to continue the use of my metaphor, the 
school was born. The first headmaster, Mr. T. O. Balk, had been 
appointed in the Spring and at the opening of the school in September 
there were 214 boys on the registers, of whom the majority were 
transferred from existing County secondary schools at Hucknall and 
West Bridgford and the remainder were new entrants resident both in 
the County and the City. Thus in the early stages of the school at any 
rate the idea of co-operation between the two authorities was brought 
into effect. The school was opened officially on 4th October when Miss 
Mellish graciously performed the ceremony and Canon Sawyer, Head 
of Shrewsbury School, delivered an address.

In those days the Chairman of the Governors was Alderman G. H. 
Hurt and in the first few years the minute book reveals little of interest 
except a continued increase in numbers and staff, but a resolution in 
June, 1931, recommending that the purchase of academic dress and 
professional books as well as the payment of annual subscriptions to 
professional associations be allowed as a set-off against income tax 
assessments shows that even then income tax was paid in spite of the 
comparative inadequacy of the salary scales then current. What the 
result of this recommendation was is not recorded.

Up to this time school dinners had been cooked in a wooden annexe 
(now the Prefects’ room) and served in the hall, but the provision of a 
separate dining hall and kitchen was taken in hand and the project 
having survived a further wave of economy in 1931, the tender of 
Messrs. Greenwood, of Mansfield, for the present building, £3,995, 
was accepted in 1932.
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In the same year we hear that Mr. Kenneth McEwen, first assistant 
master, found that the work had become too great a strain and that the 
Headmaster had regretfully accepted his resignation. His death in 
1945 after thirteen years of retirement was regretted by all who knew 
him.

Mr. G. H. Hurt, the first chairman of the governors, passed away on 
11th December, 1934. His interest in the school dated from its opening 
and was maintained to the end; an outstanding success, either academic 
or sporting, on the part of any Beeston boy attending the school was to 
him an epic achievement to be duly chronicled and recorded. In the 
chair Mr. Hurt was succeeded by Mr. G. E. Taylor, of Aspley.

In 1935 the Headmaster resigned, on appointment as head of Hackney 
Downs School, London, and the first chapter in the history of the 
school may thus be said to have closed. Mr. Balk served the school well 
and his outstanding interest lay in the library, for the early and success
ful development of which he was largely personally responsible. It is 
good to know that this interest has been sustained and one frequently 
hears now of his activities in connection with the School Library 
Association.

Mr. G. F. Houston came to the school on 1st September, 1935, and 
I am sure it can safely be said that his appointment has been more than 
justified. A field of 192 applicants applied for the post; a list of 20 of 
the most suitable candidates was prepared, and after interviewing the 
six final candidates the governors unanimously recommended that Mr. 
Houston be appointed. Both Mr. Balk and Mr. Houston are members 
of Oxford University and so it may be assumed that the influence of 
that ancient home of learning has penetrated into the school in no small 
degree.

The first full inspection of the school was held in October, 1936, and 
at its conclusion Mr. A. J. Smith, H.M.I., addressed a meeting of the 
governors and reported in favourable terms on the work of the school. 
The proceedings on this occasion were sadly marred by a very poor 
attendance of members of the governing body, a fact which has never 
been satisfactorily accounted for, and the Headmaster and the Clerk 
had perforce to swell the depleted ranks and to deputise to the best of 
their ability. Another full inspection has since been held and on th is ' 
occasion the governors did not neglect their responsibilities.

These notes would hardly be adequate if they contained no reference 
to our present Chairman, Alderman L. W. A. White, who was elected 
to this office in June, 1937. Mr. White has taken the keenest interest 
in the school and has presided over the deliberations of the Governors 
with the utmost dignity, seasoned with a happy blend of wit and 
professional shrewdness, and while those services which he has rendered 
openly are well-known and fully appreciated, it may not be out of place 
to say that he has served the school quietly, almost secretly, to an extent 
which will probably never be fully realised.

The imminence of war in 1939 affected the school considerably and 
we find references to the proposed siting of temporary trenches on the
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playing field. This act of vandalism did not materialise, however, but 
the opening of the school in the Autumn term was deferred until 
properly constructed concrete shelters were available. At a later stage 
in the war the big boys in the 5th and 6th forms protested against the 
indignity of being sent to these shelters with the small fry in the middle 
and junior schools, and the point was ultimately referred to the Regional 
Commissioner himself, who ruled that all schoolboys must be treated 
alike whatever their age and status.

As time went on the younger members of the staff were called up for 
service and it is recorded that all acquitted themselves creditably. 
Two, alas, made the supreme sacrifice.

For the first time members of the fair sex were now appointed to the 
teaching staff and this appears to have entailed a number of adjustments, 
not the least of which was the furnishing and equipping of a ladies’ 
staffroom. It would have been appropriate to be able to record the 
appointment of ladies to the governing body at the same time, but this 
did not happen till 1946 when Mrs. Flintoff became the first woman 
governor. During the war years we find a record of a gradually depleted 
staff subject to frequent changes but scientific research must have 
continued because we hear of an experiment whereby a dangerous 
substance was made in one of the laboratories with a somewhat un
fortunate result, viewed with great disapproval in high circles.

By 1942 the rendering of Old Boys’ casualty lists had become a sad 
feature in the terminal reports and these continued with depressing 
regularity until well after the end of hostilities. In 1943 we hear that 
war-time restrictions on the purchase of clothing were interfering 
considerably with school games and a shortage of football boots appears 
to have been a problem of exceptional magnitude.

In 1943 the School was severely stricken by the results of mining 
operations immediately underneath it which resulted in damage on a 
most alarming scale, and for the next year or so there is an almost 
continuous record of broken heating pipes, cracking walls and falling 
blackboards. Indeed, an idea appears to have been current that the 
school was literally falling down, and no doubt this prospect would be 
widely discussed by numbers of small boys watching the progress of 
the dilapidations with the greatest enthusiasm.

Curiously enough the termination of hostilities does not appear to 
have been regarded as of sufficient importance to warrant any particular 
reference in the minute book, although there is evidence of several 
appeals for the removal of anti-splinter netting from the windows, and 
a reference to the closing of the accounts of a fund devoted to the 
benefit of the school fire-watchers.

The passing of the Education Act of 1944 did not affect the school to 
any great extent in the first instance except as regards the abolition of 
fees and this reference to fees serves as a reminder of the various 
occasions when the school has been broken into during its existence. 
The date of each visit appeared to have been fixed to coincide with the
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times when the cash expectations might well be at their greatest and the 
intruders always seem to have had fairly accurate information regarding 
vulnerable spots and profitable localities, so that one was tempted to 
wonder, not with any degree of seriousness, whether a new kind of 
career had suggested itself to a boy not attracted towards the normal 
openings submitted for his consideration!

In March, 1947, we find the first reference to the School’s War 
Memorial and it is gratifying to note the sympathetic reception accorded 
to this fine project which will serve in the most practical and fitting way 
to honour the memories of those who fell.

These notes would hardly be complete without a tactful reference of 
what has been likened to a shadow falling across the future prospects to 
the school. Changes are inevitable and while at the moment these 
changes appear to be delayed—perhaps indefinitely—this may not 
always be the case, and if those who regard themselves as justified in 
attempting to influence the future of the school still hold the views they 
so vigorously expressed, it behoves them not to let themselves be 
forgetful or apathetic. So ends what I am afraid is a feeble attempt to 
sketch the story of the school from one particular angle. I have em
ployed two primitive metaphors; a reference to the third and last in this 
series of natural events might even now not be inappropriate, and on 
this warning note I close.

THE FOUNDATION BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS 1929

Mr. G. H. Green 
Mr. G. F. Jordan 
Major T. P. Barber, D.S.O. 
Mr. T. H. Harper 
Mr. G. Peach ( Vice-Chairman) 
Mr. G. E. Taylor 
Mr. A. H. Whipple

Mr. G. H. Goodall 
Prof. H. A. S. Wortley 
Mr. W. H. Harlow 
Mr. G. H. Hurt (Chairman) 
Mr. W. Mellors 
Prof. A. W. Kirkaldy 
Aid. C. C. Kirk

Mr. J. Evans—Clerk to the Governors

THE PRESENT BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS 1955

Aid. Major T. P. Barber—since 1 
Aid. C. C. Kirk ( Vice-Chairman)■ 
Aid. L. W. A. White {Chairman)- 
Mr. A. A. Hackett (’34-’39)
Mr. A. Darlison 
Dr. J. D. Chambers 
Mrs. F. Wilson 
Mr. T. L. Turton

Mr. J. Evans {Clerk

■since 1931 
■since 1935 
Mr. F. Stowell 
Mr. E. Brewill
Air Commodore W. C. Cooper 
Mr. H. D. Whitehead (’29-’32)

the Governors)—since 1929



THE STAFF 1929
A. E. B illin g h a m , A. A. K. D a l la s ,  S. R e v il l ,  E. A. B u rn h am  

G. E. G o o d a l l ,  T. E. S m ith , K. M cE w en, T. O. B a lk  (h eadm aster), R. G i l l ,  J. C. W ren , S. M a r s h a l l

in
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THE STAFF 1929 - 1954
A list of the members of staff who have served in this school since 

that distant day, 17th September, 1929, is now a lengthy affair of 
almost 140 names. Whilst these would be but names to many boys, 
old and present, practically all would recall memories in some.

In the first year a small school of 214 boys partially occupied a large 
school building and a small staff the then ample Staff Room. Mr. 
T. O. Balk had been appointed Headmaster of the Henry Mellish 
County Secondary School in April, 1929. The late Mr. K. McEwen, 
Headmaster of the Hucknall County Secondary School until its closure 
in 1929 was the first Principal Assistant and Music Master for the year 
or so that he still had to serve before reaching his retiring age in 1930. 
Other masters who had taught at Hucknall and were transferred, 
together with their boys, to the ‘Mellish’ were Messrs. E. A. Burnham, 
G. E. Goodall and T. E. Smith. Mr. Balk appointed Messrs. A. A. K. 
Dallas, R. Gill, G. C. Jones, S. Marshall, S. Revill and J. C. E. Wren. 
Four of the original staff still serve the School: Messrs. E. A. Burnham, 
S. Marshall, S. Revill and T. E. Smith, whilst Mr. G. E. Goodall, who 
completed 25 years’ service, retired in the Summer of 1954.

The continued growth of the School in numbers was accompanied 
by additions to the Staff in the years to 1935. Some new masters made 
long stays and many boys will recall the following:

Mr. F. A. Smith (1930—45) who left to take the Headship of a 
Secondary Modern School at Cheshunt, Herts.

Mr. E. G. Cross (1931—49) now Chemistry Master at Southfield 
School, Oxford.

Mr. W. G. Lawson (1931—36) became Assistant to the Director of 
Education at Middlesbrough and is now Deputy Director of 
Education for Nottinghamshire.

Mr. J. A. Conway (1932—41) who left to become Physics Master at 
Cheltenham Grammar School.

Mr. H. L. Newitt and Mr. F. White appointed in 1932 and still with 
us.

Mr. R. R. S. Bennett (1933—45) is now at Daventry Grammar 
School.

Mr. J. R. Upton (1933—42) is now Headmaster of Fareham County 
Secondary School, Hants.

Mr. F. J. M. Holman (1934—45) left on reaching the retiring age 
and died in 1951.

The year 1935 brought the first major changes in the Staff. Mr. 
G. F. Houston became Headmaster, succeeding Mr. Balk who moved 
to the Headship of the Hackney Downs School, London, and Mr. 
C. H. C. Haines became Senior English Master on the departure of 
Mr. R. Gill to become the Head of Acklam Hall School, Middlesbrough. 
Mr. J. C. E. Wren took the Headship of Burnley Grammar School in 
1937, being replaced as Senior Mathematics Master by Mr. C. F.



THE STAFF, 1954
Back Row : F. J . S u th e r la n d ,  J. F ra se r , W. N . Bow, H. E. H adw en , W. L. E vans, J. R. F i r t h .
Middle Row : R. E. Kim mons, F. A. B o sto ck , E. H. Jones, W. S. D ean , A. R. B oddy, F . C la rk e , D. B. S p a rro w ,

H. B. Saggers, J. Lew is, J. B. Rowe, H. W. L a t to ,  C. C. M iq u e l.
Front Row : E. A. H u tc h in s o n , F. W h ite , E. A. B urnham , S. R e v il l ,  T. E. S m ith , G. F. H o u s to n  (Headmaster) 

S. M a r s h a l l ,  H. L. N e w itt ,  E. W. Adams, R. M cC an d less , J. R. A tk in s .
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Retter (1938—47). Mr. Retter is now Mathematics Master at Torquay 
Grammar School and Mr. Haines (1935—43) is at Hutton Grammar 
School, near Preston.

The school year 1939—40 opened with a Staff of 26 men and the 
Headmaster. Apart from the steady growth there had been remarkable 
stability in Staff for a School of our size but disruption came rapidly 
with the outbreak of war. National Service in one form or another 
eventually claimed Messrs. R. R. S. Bennett, J. Connors, H. H. G. 
Davis, M. Gayton, E. A. Hutchinson, S. Knox, H. L. Newitt, W. L. J. 
Pomfret, R. T. Prescott, F. Smith, R. H. Smith, W. A. Stevenson and 
A. Young.

This brought in “the feminine invasion”' and the heyday of 
Room 17, curtained windows and dainty furniture. For a time 
Mistresses formed as large a part of the Staff as the Masters and they 
did sterling work for the School in those difficult War Years.

During the War we also lost Messrs. Conway, Haines and Upton, 
but were fortunate to be joined by Messrs. E. W. Adams (1943), 
A. Hobson (1942) who retired in 1953 to live in St. Leonards, and 
F. W. Packer (1942) who is now Physics Master at Faversham Grammar 
School in Kent. The end of the War caused a second disruption and 
1946 saw the return to a full male Staff again, with Headmaster and 
28 Masters substantially as we know it to-day.

T.E.S.

REMINISCENCES by FOUNDATION PUPILS
By P . A. G ardiner, M.C., B.A., M.Ed. (’29-’37),
Headmaster, Borehamwood Grammar School, Herts.

It was with a keen sense of pleasure that I received your editors’ 
rather wide brief to contribute to this special issue of the “Centaur.” 
However, my pleasure was somewhat tempered with apprehension 
when I realised just what I had undertaken to do. Not yet old enough 
for garrulous reminiscence, not yet wise enough to indulge in pithy 
aphorisms about the deep purposes of life in general and of education 
in particular, not yet—or ever—witty enough to produce one of those 
scintillating essays which fairly melt on the ear (and leave very little 
impression afterwards), yet conscious that this is indeed a great occasion 
in the history of our school, I am left with a feeling of inadequacy, of 
insufficiency. However, the Mellish tradition is not one which allows 
much shrift to excuses, so I must needs write!

Where to begin? With clanking trams, dinners a la Scrooge, the 
good which apparently could never come out of Brinsley ? Impressions 
are difficult things to seize and clothe in suitable words, particularly 
when the impact of a world war has driven a gulf between the thirties 
and the fifties. Immediate memories are legion: of boys and masters, of 
work and activities, of scorebox and touchline, of early essays in 
responsibility outside the Prefects’ Room and in irresponsibility within
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it! Or names in sport could predominate: Ledger and Parkin forming a 
formidable three-quarter pair, “Dummy” Stone at stand-off, Holgate’s 
century against the staff, Petch, Ken Daley, Ben Keeling, Freddie 
Poole . . .  Or members of staff: Mr. Goodall, who taught a respect 
for many things besides the principles of mathematics; Mr. T. E. 
Smith, a hard-hitting bat as well as a wise and kindly geographer; Mr. 
Revill, who strove to widen our intellectual horizon far beyond the 
all-too-normal scope of school history; Mr. Marshall who, whilst not 
forgetting the claims of the Pluperfect and Past Anterior, could also 
inspire in us a first appreciation of the greatness of Racine and Moliere; 
Mr. Burnham who, when not pretending to consider our views on the 
composition of the 1st XI, would translate the set passages of Ovid’s 
“Fasti” and leave us to wonder what the omitted lines meant! Who 
even in these days of fashionable psychological mumbo-jumbo could 
deny that these men exercised a healthy formative influence in allowing 
us only such freedom as coincided with what they thought we could 
usefully exercise—or what they could reasonably stand ? One could go 
on at the expense of cataloguing—Haines, friendly and ebullient, 
Cross, at times as acid as his stock-in-trade, Gill with his mordant wit, 
Lawson (Chaucer, cricket and cross-country!). Wren, my first form 
master, scholarly and austere—but one must stop, risking the un
forgivable omission. Two men, however, one cannot leave out, Mr. 
Balk, who took upon himself the job of welding the disparate elements 
of a new school into a living entity, and Mr. Houston who succeeded 
him in the early days of my Vlth Form life, who quickly won our 
perhaps grudging affection, and who has never seemed too busy to 
spend an elastic half-hour talking things over with an Old Boy.

We who were privileged to be founder members of the Henry 
Mellish Grammar School are intensely aware of the good fortune that 
was ours. We had no tradition stretching back for centuries, but we had 
the need to justify ourselves as a spur and exceptional men as our 
guides. And now our name figures with pleasing regularity in the 
University lists, whilst the day—in 1937 was it?—when we first beat 
the High School 1st XV is one of glorious memory! Now, after 25 
years, we have a tradition worth looking back upon and worth handing 
forward. Since my days at school there have been the dislocations of 
war, the efforts of the planners to close us and of the Coal Board to 
sink us. Through all these vicissitudes the Mellish tradition has been 
forged and strengthened. It was good to hear at the Silver Jubilee 
Dinner the reassuring news that our future is now more secure. It is 
indeed easier to destroy a school than to build one.

In these days of loosening moral standards, with their philosophy of 
“ I couldn’t care less” and “ I’m all right,” it is fashionable to denigrate 
the importance of tradition. Even in the educational world, this 
“doldrums of opposing winds of doctrine,” there is a levelling down, a 
suspicion of intellectual differences, and the jargon of parity is loosely 
used; we need therefore to have clarity of vision and strength of purpose. 
Mellish, in common with the other grammar schools of the country, 
has a more vital role than ever to play in this community of ours in
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inculcating high standards of integrity and intellectual honesty, in 
bringing “sweetness and light” into the dark places. We cannot lightly 
cast aside the experience of the past or destroy the foundations that 
have been laid for us. The great danger as I see it is that we should 
cease to care sufficiently—cease to care for the things of intrinsic worth, 
for truth, beauty and goodness, for the imponderable values which 
become woven, often unconsciously, into a good tradition. Nostalgically, 
I have cast a backward glance to old times, to happy times, but this is 
not enough. There is a kind of “facing-both-ways” which does not 
deserve Bunyan’s scorn, and by looking to the past, not only to a 
national past but to the builders of our own school, particularly perhaps 
those to whom Mr. White’s book bears silent witness and who are no 
longer in our midst, to all that comes to mind and spirit when we 
conjure up “school,” by looking here we can find strength to go ahead 
into fresh woods and pastures new, and, in our turn, to build.

By S. Holgate, M.A., Ph.D. (’29-’37),
Secretary of Durham University Colleges

The trouble with memory is that it is uncontrollably selective, as so 
many of us have found while contemplating the uninspiring ceiling of 
the examination room, and my first efforts to spur it to a revelation of 
what happened a quarter of a century ago are rewarded with a puckish 
display of only those incidents I would prefer to forget; and a few that 
I had perhaps better not record. The very earliest recollections in fact 
are of extra-mural cacophony, in the shape of trams and iron-shod 
milk-carts, and internal odours from the temporary kitchen. The 
philosophers would presumably call it “the background of learning.” 
To those of us who had never had lunch at school or lived on a main 
road before, it was a concomitant of secondary education!

In fact, viewed from a distance of twenty-five years, the first concept 
of a grammar school that we “foundation members” formed seems odd 
indeed. Not until long afterwards did it occur to us that it was a little 
unusual for the first form to be as large as the rest of the school; or that 
it was strange to have a building that did not provoke permanent 
agitation for extension—it seemed normal that large parts of the 
building should be unoccupied and apparently unnecessary.

It also appeared to be part of the natural order of things that there 
should be no playing field. Even though the timetable included 
provision for games, this was something of a will o’ the wisp. Cricket 
consisted of a few hasty overs on Vernon Park, if sufficient time 
remained between walking there and preparing to return—I remember 
once bowling an over there (one wide, one no-ball and one appeal 
disallowed on technical grounds) but I can’t remember ever batting, 
and I think we must have reached the end of the season before my turn 
came. Our youthful intolerance of this particular deficiency was in no 
way subdued by the apparent splendour of the provision for other 
activities more academic and less welcome. Latin and Mathematics,
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which we would gladly have studied miles away, were, to our chagrin, 
available in situ—there was no shortage of space for any of the things we 
were ready to forgo.

Slowly, however, we grew up, and the school grew with us, and in 
time some of us came to realise that we had an almost unique oppor
tunity in beginning in a school that in the nature of things could have no 
traditions, and that all the advantages of the situation were ours. If we 
were restrained by the janitorial “Go and see what those boys are doing 
and tell them they musn’t,” and chastened by the mathematical 
epigram, “We don’t want your best, . . .” we knew in fact that we 
were favoured, for we were to be the prototype.

Of course we missed the atmosphere of the well-established school, 
but the deficiency of ‘ancestors’ was compensated by the spirit of the 
staff1 who made us realise by their enthusiasm what a great adventure it 
was. They played games both with us and against us, and continually 
taught us by example as much as by precept. On my last day as a 
schoolboy the annual staff cricket match took place, and in mid
afternoon we had the much-prized victory in our pockets, so we thought. 
They couldn’t possibly score another two hundred. An hour and three- 
quarters and a handful of runs later, when stumps were drawn, we 
hadn’t got them out, rather to our surprise; but we had learned a lot 
about the perils of over-confidence, and more about the value of 
determination. Perhaps it speaks for itself that the things that live in 
my memory, without need for searching, are not the frolics in the 
formroom and pavilion when the staff were far away, but the friendship 
and understanding they showed us when they were there.

It must have been pleasant because every year went faster than the 
one before, and all too soon we were going out into a world where the 
school was unknown—where the polite enquirer said, “Henry Mellish ? 
Oh ?”—but the thrill of starting in a new school and seeing it take root 
and blossom around us was more than worth the anonymity. The 
school still has little or no tradition, for twenty-five years is only just 
long enough for it to cease to be new, and our successors for many 
years will also find ample opportunity for pioneering. Our only regret 
is that they will perforce be denied the unique experience that we 
enjoyed.

THE SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

It is hoped to be able to arrange a Jubilee Commemoration Ser
vice, later in the year,.

The Dramatic Society is preparing for a production of “The 
Mikado” during the week ending 1st April.

The Henry Mellish Old Boys’ Association held a Reunion Dinner 
on October 2nd; an account of this is given later.
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School Captain:
Vice-Captain:
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

House Captains:

SCHOOL OFFICIALS
B. Scott
M. J. Buxton
A. C. Antcliff, B. J. Arthur, C. A. Barnes, W. 
Barnes, H. Hardy, M. E. Hatcher, D. F. Leigh, 
D. A. Noon, J. I. Palmer, P. Smith.
D. J. Alexander, H. R. Beastall, J. F. Brown, 
V. J. Budgen, R. K. Burton, A. E. Copley, J. A. 
Fenton, G. C. Handford, C. A. Harwood, P. R. 
Hill, B. T. Hodge, B. H. Jarvis, J. T. King, 
D. Leivers, R. V. Newton, D. J. Royle, D. Shipley,
N. Smedley, R. G. Toplis, M. Webster.
Blue : J. I. Palmer. G reen: M. J. Buxton.
R ed : B. Scott. Yellow : D . A. Noon.

SCHOOL PREFECTS, 1955
Back Row. P. S m ith , M. E. H a tc h e r ,  H . H a rd y , D . A. N o o n , A. C. A n tc l i f f

D. F. L eig h .
Front Row : C. A. B arnes, W . B arnes, B. S c o t t  (The Headmaster)

M . J.B uxton, J. I. Palmer, B. J. Arthur

SCHOOL NOTES
The School Year, 1954-55, began 6th September with 537 boys, 101 

of whom were new boys.
When the Carlton Le Willows Grammar School opened in 

September, our Mr. I. Stamper and Mr. C. R. Swaby were members 
of its Staff as Senior English and Senior Mathematics Masters 
respectively. They will be very much missed here, not only in their
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own departments, but particularly in Rowing (which Mr. Stamper 
inaugurated and raised to formidable heights) and in the work of the 
Parent Staff Association (Mr. Swaby was a most hard-working and 
painstaking secretary).

Also to leave in July last, was Mr. R. U. Aucott; he has gone to take 
charge of Engineering Subjects at Wimbledon Technical School for 
Boys. The School’s thanks and good wishes go with them all.

In their places we welcome Mr. F. A. Bostock, Mr. W. N. Bow, 
Mr. J. Fraser and Mr. H. W. Latto, and trust they will be happy 
among us.

We heartily congratulate the three boys: J. I. Palmer, D. F. Leigh 
and D. G. Wilson, who, on the results of the G.E.C. examination last 
July, were awarded State Scholarships.

Congratulations also to the following eight boys on being awarded 
County Major Scholarships:— M. Bridges, D. Fawcett, J. May,
A. Odams, D. Riley, J. Williams, D. Cook, J. Thomson.

Recent University successes of which we have received notice are 
as follows:—
At Oxford: L. Baxter (B.A., Hons. English), R. Hadfield (B.A., Hons. 

Geography), G. A. Mottershaw (B.A., Hons. History), P. A. Preston 
(B.A., Hons. History).

At London: G. Fearn (B.Sc., Hons. Estate Management), R. Smeeton 
(B.Sc., Hons. Botany), W. Towlson (B.Sc., Hons. Physics).

At Nottingham: G. G. Cox (B.Sc., Hons. Maths.), G. Harrison (B.Sc., 
Hons. Physics), A. P. Taylor (B.Sc., Hons. Electrical Engineering). 

At Birmingham: A. Martin (M.B., Ch.B.), P. D. Manser (B.Sc., 
Hons. Botany).

At Manchester: G. Eggleshaw (B.Sc., Hons. Chemistry).
At Leicester: J. Parsons (B.Sc., Hons. Geography).
At Sheffield: J. Drinkwater (M.B., Ch.B.).
At Durham: E. W. Cox (B.A., Hons. Social Studies), T. Savidge 

(B.Sc., Hons. Botany).
At St. Andrews: D. Slater (M.A., Hons. Modern and Mediaeval 

History).
D. M. Jackson and J. M. North played in the Notts. Grammar 

Schools’ Trial match and Jackson was selected to play for the Grammar 
Schools’ XI v. Notts. Club and Ground.

Cricket Colours for 1954 were awarded to D. M. Jackson (re-award),
B. Scott and J. M. North.

1st XI (Home) Cricket Fixtures for 1955 are as follows:—May 14th— 
High Pavement G.S., June 11th—The Parents, June 25th—Queen 
Elizabeth G.S., Mansfield, July 2nd—Nottingham High School, 
July 9th—West Bridgford G.S., July 13th—Alderman Newton’s 
School.

Rugby Colours have been awarded to the following players for
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Awarded the Senior Prize, Centaur Jubilee Photographic Competition
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outstanding performances and service to the school First XV, 1954-5:— 
H. Hardy, B. Scott, M. J. Buxton, P. Smith.

The following boys were selected to play in the County Grammar 
Schools’ trial match in December:— M. J. Buxton, B. Scott, H. 
Hardy, P. Smith, R. A. C. Bramley, M. Albon, A. G. Gimson, B. H. 
Jarvis, B. Hammerton.

Parties of Fifth Form boys were privileged to visit the following 
places in July, after the G.C.E. examinations:— County Cricket 
Ground, Boots Pure Drug Co. (Beeston), Raleigh Industries Ltd., 
Royal Ordnance Factory, Pilkington Bros, John Player & Sons, 
Brackenhurst Farm Institute.

Thirty-five of the Sixth Form and Staff, on 21st July, visited the 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre to see the Company’s excellent 
production of “Pericles.”

An account of the 10-day tour of Belgium by a school party of boys 
and masters will be found on a later page; as will Cadet W/O. M. 
Murden’s account of his adventures in America as guest of the U.S. 
Air Force.

Hearty congratulations to D. A. Noon on being one of the two Cadets 
selected by the Air Ministry for its first reciprocal visit to New Zealand; 
the visit lasts from 3rd December to 30th January.

There were three visits to Nottingham Playhouse, to matinees, in 
the Autumn Term; the Third Forms saw “ Storm in a Teacup,” the 
Fourths, “Romeo and Juliet” and the Second Forms, “Nightmare 
Abbey.”

The Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Forms saw the film “Romeo and 
Juliet” at a morning matinee at the Carlton Cinema early in November.

As a result of the School’s entries in the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution’s Essay Competition in June, A. B. Middleton (IVa) was 
placed thirty-third and was awarded a book and a certificate. Con
gratulations !

A number of very fine pictures were entered in the Centaur Jubilee 
(Photographic) Competition, although from but a few entrants. The 
senior prize was awarded to B. J. Arthur for a sensitive picture of a 
church interior and the junior prize to R. W. Layton for a pleasing 
landscape.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, McCandless, Marshall, Smith, H. K. Butler, B. Scott and 
M. J. Buxton.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines and 
apologise for possible omissions:— The Brunts Magazine, The 
Cestrefeldian, The Gong, The Granthamian, The Mitre, The 
Newtonian, The Nottinghamian, The West Bridgfordian, The Magazine 
of the Royal College, Ceylon.
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V I U.Sc.

V I U.A.

VI L.S. 
VI L.A. 
V S.c.

V A.

V c.

I l l  A. 
I l l  C. 
I I  C.
I c.

IA

IB

IC

IIA
me
VA

VALETE
Bridges, M. S., Cheney, W. G., Fawcett, D. J., Godfrey, J. B., 
Hackett, J. E., Hastings, W., Murden, M. A., Noon, D. A., Pollitt, 
R. G., Riley, D. O., Sale, C., Williams, J. M., Wilson, D. G. 
Drabble H., Fincham, R. E., Flint, D. C., Jackson, D. M., King, 
G. E., Leggetter, P. H., Odams, A., Scotney, A. O., Smith, C. D ., 
Woodcock, M. J.
Rose, W. M.
Brownhill, J. M., Jones H.
Armstrong, B. A., Booty, G. A., Brotherwood, P. J., Disney, C., 
Gardiner, A. A., George, P. A., Gilders, J. D., Hanna, T., Hart, B., 
Hooley, J. C., Ingham, C. O., McMillan, A. J., Miller, P. G., 
North, J. M., Rowland, C. G. M., Scattergood, P. J., Severn, D., 
Sewell, B. A., Sheppard, T. D., Smith, M. F. C., Spray, G. P. 
Baggley, W. R., Burden, M. J., Butler, G. F., Earnshaw, F. W., 
Firth, C. J. K., Hancock, J. H., Haywood, J., Herring, J., Hitch
cock, A. C., Holmes, R., Lane, M. J., Middleton, I. K., Rabbitts, 
B., Rawding, B., Smith, M., Stevenson, D. A., Taylor, P. D., 
Whyman, D. R., Wilson, A., Wood, J. P.
Ccncannon, P., Cooper, J., Elliot, K., Fletcher, T. J., Hayball, B. 
G., Hickman, B. E., Hodgman, T. A., Jones, A. H., Kirk, D., 
Lomax, B. J., Mayfield, I. H., Morley, A., Morton, W. J., Oldfield, 
J. D., O’Prey, K. H. D., Robson, R. H., Skeavington, R. A., 
Stuart, M. L., Whiting, P. S., Worthington, G. B.,
Radford, J. K.
Richards, R. B.
Astle, J., Bright, N. D. G., Harris, A. J., Rushforth, C. G.
Cran, C. L.

A V E TE
Barton, P., Bell, A., Bexon, I., Bond, T. M. E., Bratton, J. A., 
Briggs, T., Brown, R. L., Bullock, R., Burrows, K. C., Burton, J., 
Carson, M. A., Dawkins, K., Dixon, N. D., Edwards, R., Fenn, 
D. M., Flint, K., Guy, C. P., Hulbert, R. M., Hursthouse, T. G., 
Hutchinson, M. A., Hutchinson, P., Martin, A., Mayfield, P. J., 
Musgrave, D. F., Orrick, C. A., Parker, T. R., Pearce, R. E., 
Peatman, E., Reddish, S. B., Rennie, I. E., Tindall, A. M., Wade, 
K., Watson, B. S., Willis, S. J., Wright, P.
Adams, D., Cox, D., Cracknell, J. H ., Crouch, K. L., Dunkley, 
D. C., Goodall, M. J., Goodburn, R. A., Graham, J. M., Hand, 
T. H., Hodgman, D., Jarvis, D., Marshall, R., Matson, F. R., 
Owen, K., Parker, D. K., Peaker, M., Searle, R. S. N., Severn, D., 
Severn, P. J., Shaw, J. R., Spencer, C. B., Spencer, G. V., Storr, 
R. C., Titman, I. L., Towers, A., Watson, G. J., Watson, P. J., 
Welch, P. A., Whiting, K. G., Wright, D., Wright, L.
Baker, G., Best, J. C., Bennistone, G. S., Bridgett, M. C., Cheese- 
man, B. C., Clarke, A. R., Densham, K., Dexter, J. A., Fletcher,
A. P., Flint, B. P. J., Gibbons, A., Gregory, B. J., Hall, M., Hallam, 
M. G., Harrison, P. J., Hickling, R. E., Hind, P. W., Lloyd, C. D., 
Love, C., Morley, D., Morris, P., Newton, J. E., Saxton, J., Still, 
T. M., Sutton, E. J. M., Swift, M., Taylor, G. J., Till, J. S., 
Westcott, A. J., Whitehead, L. A., Wyer, D. E.
Dedsworth, S. C.
Adams, J. R., Adams, P., Barker, K. A., Blackhall, D., Whyte, 
P. J. H.
Brunswick, R. J.
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EXAMINATION SUCCESSES 1954
In the Oxford General Certificate of Education Examination, held 

in the summer term, the following pupils passed in the number of 
subjects shown; the first number denotes passes at Advanced Level, 
the second number passes at Ordinary Level.:—

Antcliff, A. C. (3, 0); Arthur, B. J. (3, 0); Bridges, M. S. (3, 0);Budgen,
V. J. (3, 0); Cheney, W. G. (3, 0); Drabble, H. (1, 2); Fawcett, D. J. (3, 0); 
Fincham, R. F,. (1, 2); Godfrey, J. B. (2, 1); Hackett, J. E. (4, 0); Handford, 
G. C. (3, 0); Hardy, H. (3, 0); Harrison, C. D. (1, 0); Hastings, W. (3, 0); 
Hatcher, M. E. (2, 1); King, G. E. (2, 1); King, J. T. (2, 1); Leggetter, P. H. 
(3, 0); Leigh, D. F. (3, 0); Murden, M. A. (3, 0); Odams, A. (3, 0); Palmer, 
J. I. (3, 0); Pollitt, R. G. (0, 1); Riley, D. O. (3, 0); Sale, C. (2, 1); Scotney, 
A. O. (2, 0); Scott, B. (3, 0); Shipley, D. (3, 0); Smith, C. D. (1, 2); Smith P. 
(3, 0); Williams, J. M. (3, 0); Wilson, D. G. (3, 0); Woodcock, M. J. (2, 1).

The following obtained distinctions :—A. C. Antcliff (Chemistry); D. F. 
Leigh (Pure and Applied Mathematics, Chemistry); J. I. Palmer (Pure and 
Applied Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry); D. G. Wilson (Applied Mathe
matics).

The following pupils sat for Ordinary Level subjects only and passed in 
the number shown :—

Alexander, D. J. (2); Armstrong, B. A. (4); Ayscough, R. T. (5); Baggley,
W. R. (7); Barnes, W. (1); Beastall, H. R. (2); Bee, A. W. (5); Booty, G. A. (4); 
Bramley, R. A. C. (3); Bridges, M. S. (1); Brotherwood, P. J. (6); Brownhill,
J. M. (1); Budgen, V. J. (1); Burden, M. J. (3); Burrows, P. M. (4); Burrows, 
W. T. (2); Burton, R. K. (1); Butler, G. F. (6); Cheney, W. G. (1); Clark, S. 
A. (4); Concannon, P. (1); Cooper, J. (3); Davies, A. J. (5); Disney, C. (6); 
Drabble, H. (1); Earnshaw, F. W. (5); Elliott, K. (2); Fenton, J. A. (4); 
Fincham, R. E. (1); Firth, C. J. K. (3); Fletcher, T. J. (3); Flint, D. C. (2); 
Fox, G. H. (4); Gardiner, A. A. (3); George, P. A. (7); Gilders, J. D. (3); 
Gimson, A. G. (4); Hall, W. (1); Hammersley, M. J. (4); Hammerton, B. (3); 
Hancock, J. H. (1); Hanna, T. (4); Hart, B. (2); Harwood, C. A. (7); Haskey,
C. (1); Hayball, B. G. (1); Hayes, R. (1); Haywood, J. (4); Hemmings, P. J.
(3) ; Herring, J. (5); Hickman, B. E. (2); Hitchcock, A. C. (4); Hodgman, T. A.
(1) ; Holmes, R. (6); Hooley, J. C. (2); Howden, J. D. (2); Ingham, C. O. (6); 
Jarvis, B. H. (3); Johnson, D. (1); Jones, A. H. (3); King, G. E. (1); Kirk, D.
(2) ; Lane, M. J. (5); Leggetter, P. H. (1); Leigh, D. F. (1); Leivers, D. (4); 
Lewis, R. (4); Lomax, B. J. (4); Mayfield, J. H. (4); McMillan, A. J. (4); 
McTighe, A. (2); Middleton, I. K. (3); Miller, P G. (4); Milner, B. (3); 
Milns, D. W. (4); Morley, A. (2); Morton, W. J. (2); Mundy, D. J. (4); Mur- 
fitt, G. B. (5); Newton, R. V. (1); North, J. M. (6); Oldfield, J. D. (4); O’Prey,
K. H. D. (5); Overton, K. S. (1); Peberdy, J. F. (6); Purdy, B. (4); Rabbitts, B. 
(7); Rawding, B. (6); Riley, D. O. (1); Robson, R. H. (3); Rose, W. M. (1); 
Rowland, C. G. M. (6); Royle, D. J. (4); Sale, C. (1); Scattergood, P. J. (5); 
Seedhouse, R. W. (4); Severn, D. (3); Sewell, B. A. (5); Sheppard, T. D. 
(7); Shipley, D. (1); Skeavington, R. A. (1); Slater, J. F. (6); Smedley, N. (1); 
Smith, M. (6); Smith, M. F. C. (5); Smith ,P. (1); Stacey, D. E. (4); Stevenson,
D. A. (8); Stuart, M. L. (3); Taylor, P. D. (5); Taylor, P. L. (3); Webster, M. 
(1); Welsh, D. G. (4); Whitby, B. R. H. (4); Whiting, P. S. (3); Whitley, J.
(4) ; Whyman, D. R. (5); Williams, J. M. (1); Wilson, A. (3); Wood, j. P. 
(6); Woodcock, M. J. (1); Worthington, G. B. (2).
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PRIZE LIST 1953-54
Form s I

Form  Prizes
D. R. Byron, C. Bunting, L. C. Elliott.

Form s II
Form  Prizes

F. E. Willmott, D. Shaw, W. Wright, O. Smith. 
P.T. and Gam es

G. R. Walker 
D ram atic Society (Essay)

M. A. Hammett.
Form s III

Form  Prizes
G. Nightingale, F. E. Clifford, A. E. Widlake, G. J. Wilcox.

Form s IV
Form  Prizes

(a) B. H. Jarvis, D. G. Welsh, D. Leivers, P. M. Burrows, J. R. Fletcher.
P.T. and Gam es

(a) B. H. Jarvis.
Gant Service P ize  

(a) B. H. Jarvis.
Learning P rize  

T. Greene.
D ram atic Society (Essay) 

A. Middleton.
Form s V

Form  Prizes
P. A. George, D. A. Stevenson, M. Smith, C. Disney, T. D. Sheppard, J. M. 

North.
W harmby Sw im m ing Cup

M. F. C. Smith.
Form s VI Lower

Form  Prizes
W. Barnes, N. Smedley, J. F. Brown, J. C. Bagworth, A. E. Copley, D. J. 

Metcalf, M. Webster.
P.T. and Gam es 

J. M. Brownhill.
P arent-Staff A ssociation P rize for D ram atics 

C. A. Barnes
Form s VI Upper

Form  Prizes
B. Scott, D. Shipley, P. H. Leggetter, J. I. Palmer, D. F. Leigh, A. C. 

Antcliff, D. O. Riley, D. G. Wilson.
D ram atic Society (Essay)

J. E. Hackett.
Service P rize

C. D. Smith.
Ripley Prize

M. A. Murden 
Nicholson Cup (Cricket)

D. M. Jackson 
Head P refect’s Prize

D. M. Jackson 
Balk Cup and C hairm an’s Prize  

D. M. Jackson.



FIRST XI 1954
Back Row : M r. E . A. B urnham , C. D. H a rr is o n , J. M . N o r th ,  B. W o r th in g to n ,  B. H . Ja rv is , D. R ippon,

A. G . G im son , C. D . Sherwood

Front Row : J. H ayw ood, B. H am m erton , B. S c o t t ,  T h e  H ead m aster, D . M . Jack so n , J. M . B r o w n h i l l ,
A. M cT ighe
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H O USE TROPHIES
Kayser Cup (Senior Rugby Football)
Orchard Cup (Junior Rugby Football)
Old Boys’ Cup (Senior Cricket)
Haines Cup (Junior Cricket)
Clifton Cup (Senior Athletics)
Norman Cup (Junior Athletics)
Learning Cup (Swimming)
Memorial Cup (Junior House Championship) 
Houston Cup (Senior House Championship) 
Hurt Cup (House Championship)

Yellow House 
Blue House 
Blue House 
Green House 
Red House 
Green House 
Red House 
Green House 
Green House 
Green House

CRICKET 1954
Although the latter half of the season brought little success to the 

First XI, many enjoyable and exciting matches were played, particularly 
against the Nottingham High School, Alderman Newton’s and the 
Staff. The batting relied mainly on the earlier batsmen in the order 
but the bowling has been equally shared by the few bowlers, Rippon, 
North, Jarvis and McTighe. The fielding on the whole has been good 
but once again poor close-in fielding has been our weakness.

With the bowling nucleus staying on for next season, a foundation 
is ready upon which a strong side can be built.

June 26th v Ashby G.S. {Home) Drawn
Ashby 79 (Rippon 3 for 27, Jarvis 4 for 24)
School 70 for 8 wickets (Jackson 35)
An extremely fine match with an exciting finish. Rippon and Jarvis gave 

our batsmen the chance of victory, but after an opening partnership of 39, the 
school batsmen failed to beat the clock and almost lost the match in the attempt.

July 2nd v Nottingham High School (Away) Lost by 5 wickets
School HI for 8 wickets (declared) (Rippon 31 n.o., Scott 21).
High School 89 for 5 wickets.
Probably the best match of the season. After a late start because of rain, 

the school batted slowly except for a spirited, hard-hitting 31 n.o. by Rippon, 
and declared soon after tea. The High School accepted the challenge of getting 
the runs and hit the winning boundary in the last over.
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July 10th v West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Drawn
West Bridgford 113 for 8 wickets (declared) [Jarvis 3 for 48]
School 37 for 7 wickets
After a splendid start — 3 Bridgford wickets falling for 29 the life went 

out of the School attack and our opponents declared with a formidable total. 
The School batting failed miserably and we only just managed to avoid defeat 
by stubborn defence.
July 14th v Alderman Newton’s School (Azvay) Drawn

School 100 (Scott 40)
Alderman Newton’s 54 for 9 wickets (Rippon 6 for 14)
A moral victory for the School. Rippon bowled with fire on a hard, dry 

wicket which suited him and the School almost snatched a victory in the closing 
seconds.
July 20th v The Staff Drawn

School 134 for 6 wickets (declared) [Jackson 65 n.o., Brownhill 25]
The Staff 114 for 4 wickets [Mr. Makins 52, Mr. Lewis 39]
A match with the holiday atmosphere about it and one, also, of high scoring 

from both sides. Mr. Lewis and Mr. Makins showed the School that Jackson 
and Brownhill were not the only people who could score runs quickly and 
attractively.
July 22nd v Newark Magnus G. S. (Home) Lost by 4 wickets

School 73 (Scott 31, Brownhill 28)
Newark Magnus 74 for 6 wickets
The School lost its last 8 wickets for 10 runs in an effort to score quickly 

and Newark after a steady start hit off the runs for the loss of 6 wickets.

Second XI
July 3rd v Nottingham High School (Home) Lost by 8 wickets

School 55
High School 58 for 2 wickets

July 7th v Southwell G.S. 1st XI (Home) Drawn
School 97 for 7 wickets (declared) [Haywood 29 n.o., Scott 26]
Southwell 95 for 4 wickets

July 10th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Won by 2 wickets
West Bridgford 65 (Wardle 4 for 15)
School 66 for 8 wickets (Wardle 21 n.o.)

July 14th v Alderman Newton’s School (Home) Won by 7 wickets
Alderman Newton’s 51 (Noon 4 for 6, Smith G. 3 for 11)
School 55 for 3 wickets (Buxton 33 n.o.)

July 22nd v Newark Magnus G.S. (Azvay) Won by 4 wickets
Newark Magnus 87 (Smith G. 4 for 17, Haywood 4 for 24)
School 89 for 6 wickets (Granger 23)

Colts XI’s
June 26th v Ashby G.S. (Azvay) Lost by 8 wickets

School 63 for 8 wickets (declared)
Ashby 64 for 2 wickets

July 3rd v Nottingham High School (Azvay) Drawn
High School 59 (Barnes 5 for 13, including the hat trick)
School 53 for 9 wickets

July 7th v Southwell G.S. (Home) Lost by 95 runs
Southwell 106 for 8 wickets (Beadsworth 4 for 32)
School 11
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July 9th v West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Lost by 77 runs
West Bridgford 108 (Beadsworth 4 for 24)
School 31

July 12th v Nottm. High School (Home) (Under 13) Won by 40 runs
School 99 (Davison 48, Allen 23)
High School 59 (Clements 4 for 15, Grieve 4 for 14)

July 17th v High Pavement G.S. (Home) Lost by 37 runs
High Pavement 85 for 5 wickets 
School 48

July 19th v Nottm. High School (Away) (Under 13) Won by 29 runs
School 106 for 6 wickets (declared) [Davison 61]
High School 77 (Grieve 3 for 14)

July 22nd v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away) Lost by 20 runs
Newark Magnus 63 (Tomlinson 5 for 18, Severn 3 for 18) School 43

HOUSE MATCHES
Seniors :-Reds 89 for 6 wickets (Rippon 29 n.o., North 23)

Greens 91 for 2 wickets [Brownhill 52 n.o., Buxton 20)
Blues 76 (Smith 6 for 31)
Yellows 49 (Budgen 27 n.o., Wardle 6 for 16, Oldfield 3 for 22)

Final:-Blues 73 (Whyman 22, Jackson 4 for 31)
Greens 68 (Jackson 23)

Blues won the Senior Cricket Cup.

Juniors:- Yellows 36 
Greens 94 
Reds 22
Blues 45 for 9 wickets

Final:-Greens 99. Blues 42
Greens won the Junior Cricket Cup.

ATHLETICS
Looking back at the season just ended one feels that the school has 

acquitted itself very satisfactorily. Unfortunately it will find it 
extremely difficult to fill the gap left by J. M. Brownhill in any field 
of sporting activity, but no doubt his fine achievements will act as a 
spur to the number of promising athletes in the lower forms.

Since the last edition of the Centaur there have been only two 
meetings of any importance, the Midland A.A.A. Championship at 
Birmingham and the National Schools’ competition at Ashington in 
Northumberland. At the Perry Barr Stadium, Brownhill gained 
considerable distinction by winning the junior 100 yds. in 10.3 secs., 
and being placed 2nd in the 220 yds. At the northern meeting on the 
16th and 17th July, the school had four boys representing Nottingham
shire, their selection being based on their performance in the county 
sports. J. A. Fenton and J. F. Brown were rather unlucky to be 
eliminated on the Friday in their heats of the Intermediate 100 yds. 
and 1 mile respectively. J. M. Brownhill won his heat on the same
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day in the Senior 220 yds. in 23.6 secs., and qualified for the semi
finals on Saturday; there he was placed 2nd, and then 3rd in the final, 
a race in which he ran very well, and which, quite appropriately, was 
broadcast. H. Hardy qualified for the final of the Senior discus, 
on the Friday with a throw of 130 ft. 6 in., and on the next day was 
placed 3rd in the final with a throw of 134 ft. 11 in. These were the 
only members of the Notts, boys’ team to be placed in the meeting.

Now we are looking to the cross-country team to maintain the school’s 
prestige in the county; and with the abundant talent at its disposal, 
this should not prove a hard task.

H.H. (V I U.A .)

RUGBY FOOTBALL 1954
So far this season the team can claim the rather doubtful distinction 

of having won more matches than last year. The strength has un
doubtedly lain in the forwards with Buxton and Smith always 
prominent; with the introduction of W. Barnes to stand-off half, the 
pair behind the scrum has combined effectively; Hammerton at full 
back has been his usual competent self, when available; Rippon, 
however, has proved a staunch substitute.

By far the most disappointing aspect of the side has been the lack of 
constructive play amongst the backs. At the beginning of term with 
the weight of their experience, the threes looked set for a profitable 
season, but unfortunately this has not proved the case. Yet with the 
matches still to come after Christmas, they should undoubtedly improve. 
Taken all round, since the average age of the team is lower than usual, 
the school may be very satisfied with its performance and may be 
justified in anticipating a more successful year in 1955.

H.H.

RESULTS
Sept. 25th v Nottm. High School (Home) Lost 0-24

Although the score rather flatters our opponents, the school were out
played by a fitter High School side.
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Oct. 2nd v West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Lost 6-9
As the score suggests, it was a very close game indeed. Owing to the 

conditions it developed mainly into a forward batde, although the two early 
West Bridgford tries were due to loose marking in the backs.
Oct 5th v Welbeck College (Away) Lost 0-49

The School was outclassed in every department by a very fit and very heavy 
college side, although by more ferocious tackling the score could have been 
considerably reduced.
Oct. 9th v Alderman Newton’s School (Home) Won 37-0

At last the School found its true form. The team had been playing regu
larly and Newton’s were outplayed by the faster and fitter side.
Oct. 12th v Trent College “ A ” (Away) Drawn 9-9

The forwards did well to hold a heavier pack and an unfair result was 
averted by Hardy’s splendid penalty kicking.
Oct. 20th v High Pavement G.S. (Away) Won 22-3

The School forwards completely dominated the game and the score would 
have been much greater had our halves combined more effectively.
Oct. 23rd v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away) Lost 3-8

A most unfortunate defeat! After having 75 per cent, of the play, it was 
not until the dying minutes of the game that our backs managed to penetrate 
the close marking Newark defence.
Nov. 10th v Nottingham University “ B ” (Home) Cancelled
Nov. 13th v King’s School Grantham (Home) Won 23-3

Although conditions merited a forward game, after a try in the first 30 sec
onds, combined teamwork plus excellent handling from the backs, enabled the 
School to have a first half lead of 17—0.
Nov. 17th v High Pavement G.S. (Home) Won 12-6

After our previous easy victory, a lackadaisical attitude crept in and the 
very much improved High Pavement side gave us a closer fight.
Nov. 27th v Loughborough G.S. (Away) Lost 0-3

A semi-waterlogged pitch plus an extremely high wind made good Rugby 
virtually impossible. The School failed to make full use of the wind in the first 
half. We look forward to meeting them in better conditions.
Dec. 1st v Nottingham University “ B ” (Home) Lost 6-9

Owing to the state of the University pitches the match was played on the 
School ground. The School pack “ had the edge ” over the heavier University 
pack but their backs proved too strong for us.

“ A ” XV RESULTS
Sept. 29th v H. Perkins G.S. {Home) Won 28-0
Nov. 24th v Southwell G.S. {Home) Won 9-8
Dec. 4th v Chesterfield G.S. {Home) Won 21-3

2nd XV RESULTS
Sept. 25th v Nottm. High S. (Away) Lost 3-39
Oct. 5th v Welbeck College (Away) Lost 0-21
Oct. 20th v High Pavement G.S. (Home) Won 8-3
Oct. 23rd v  Newark Magnus G.S. (Away) Lost 0-25
Oct. 30th v  West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Cancelled
Nov. 13th v King’s School, Grantham (Home) Won 6-0
Nov. 17th v High Pavement G.S. (Away) Won 8-0
Dec. 4th v Nottm. High School (Home) Cancelled
Dec. 18th v West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Lost 0-3
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UNDER 15 RESULTS 
Sept. 25th v Nottm. High School {Home)
Sept. 29th v H. Perkins G.S. (Home)
Oct. 9th v High Pavement G.S. {Home)
Oct. 16th v Newark Magnus G.S. {Home)
Oct. 23rd v West Bridgford G.S. {Away)
Nov. 6th v Ilkeston Schools {Home)
Nov. 13th v King’s School, Grantham {Away) 
Nov. 20th v Newark Magnus G.S. {Away)
Dec. 4th v Nottingham High School (Away)
Dec. 18th v High Pavement G.S. {Home)

UNDER 14 RESULTS 
Sept. 25th v Nottingham High School (Away)
Oct. 16th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home)
Oct. 30th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home)
Nov. 6th v Nottingham High School (Home) 
Nov. 13th v King’s School, Grantham (Away)
Nov. 20th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away)
Nov. 24th v Southwell G.S. (Home)
Nov. 27th v High Pavement G.S. (Home)
Dec. 18th v High Pavement G.S. (Home)

Won 12-3 
Won 16-3 

Lost 3-9 
Drawn 3-3 

Won 8-6 
Cancelled 

Won 23-0 
Lost 0-24 

Lost 0-3 
Lost 6-19

Drawn 9-9 
Lost 6-14 
Won 12-8 
Cancelled 

Drawn 3-3 
Won 6-3 

Won 15-4 
Cancelled 
Won 6-0

ROWING
The A.G.M., held on 8th September, elected officers for the year 

as follows:—
A. C. Antcliff — Captain.
M. A. Murden — Vice-Captain.
S. A. Clark — Hon. Secretary.

Later, owing to M. A. Murden’s leaving, J. I. Palmer was elected as 
Vice-Captain.

Mr. Booth has again very kindly offered to undertake the coaching 
of the first eight which it is hoped will again compete in the Schools’ 
Head of the Thames. The fourth formers this year are as usual very 
keen and should prove a sound basis for the club in future years under 
the keen supervision of Mr. Bostock.

Thanks must be extended to Mr. Smeeton, one-time Captain of this 
club, and Mr. Astill (Junior) for their valuable assistance on Saturday 
mornings; to our past Vice-Captain, M. A. Murden, for all the valuable 
work he has done in connection with the Club—we wish him every 
success in his future rowing with the R.A.F. Henlow First Eight; also 
to Mr. I. Stamper for his loyal service since the Club’s inauguration 
in 1948.

A.C.A.

THE COMBINED CADET FORCE
The school contingent of the Combined Cadet Force was born in 

March, 1949. The purpose of the C.C.F. was to replace the old 
Officer Cadet Corps which existed in most Head Masters’ Conference 
Schools and a large number of Old Grammar Schools.
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The aim of the C.C.F. is to develop a boy’s character, powers of 
leadership, initiative and self confidence and so enable him the better 
to take his place as a leader either in the forces or in civil life. It is not 
a part of the Armed Forces of the Crown but in so far as the Armed 
Forces provide the equipment and help in the instruction in the C.C.F. 
the three services naturally draw up the training syllabuses, etc., and 
lay down the regulations for money grants, etc. From the school’s 
point of view this in no disadvantage, in that, apart from using the 
school buildings and being dependent on the good will of the Local 
Education Authority, the Unit is entirely independent with regard to 
finance and equipment.

It was a very bold venture to start from scratch with about 200 
cadets. Teething troubles were numerous but after only six months 
training the contingent entered sixty cadets for Cert. A, Part I and 
obtained 100% passes. These sixty cadets then formed the van of the 
three service sections, R.N. section, Army section and R.A.F. section 
which have now flourished in the Unit for four years.

Right from the start the contingent showed the competitive spirit 
which has brought it considerable success. These successes include 
cadets entering Royal Naval College, Dartmouth; R.A.F. College, 
Cranwell and the R.A.F. Technical College at Henlow. Elsewhere in 
this magazine is an account by ex-cadet W.O. M. A. Murden of a 
visit to the United States of America last August. Such a visit was 
only made possible through success in a highly competitive field of 
selection from all C.C.F. Units in the country.

Since its inception, 420 of the boys who have attended the school 
have been members of the C.C.F. for a period of not less than two years. 
This is over 50% of the possible number who could take advantage of 
the training given.

The following Section Reports for the last term shows a good 
example of the activities of the C.C.F.

R.N. SECTION

The Section is most fortunate in having Mr. Latto, the new metal
work master, to help in their training. Fresh from the Royal Navy, he 
brings with him up-to-date knowledge of the Senior Service and new 
ideas on training. A sincere wish for a happy association is offered to 
him.

Eight new recruits entered the Section this term, bringing the 
Section to a total of 1 Officer and 14 Cadets.

Twelve Cadets under Sub. Lt. H. Hadwen visited H.M.S. Blackcap, 
a Naval Air Station, near Warrington, for the half term, 1st and 2nd 
November, 1954. A most enjoyable and useful two days included 
lectures, films and flying. This was the Section’s first visit to the new 
‘parent establishment’ and it is felt that the change from H.M.S. 
Galatea should prove beneficial.
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On 16th December, 1954, four Ordinary Seamen were rated up to 
Able Seamen at a special ceremony held in the Naval Section Hut. 
The cadets have made a set of international code flags which it is hoped 
will be ‘flown’ in a model ‘forecastle’ in the near future. Promises have 
been extracted from the Contingent Commander regarding the first 
time a cadet can fly “splice the ginger-pop.”

ARMY AND BASIC SECTIONS
Now larger in numbers than for three years with 1 Officer, 1 C.S.M. 

and 28 Cadets on the roll, the section is more alive and more active 
than for many years..

A sincere welcome is extended to Mr. W. N. Bow who has taken 
over command of the Section and earnest thanks are given to C.S.M. 
Smith of the 8th Foresters for his help and interest for yet another term.

During the first week of the Summer Vacation, 40 Cadets of the 
Basic and Army Sections under the command of Captain H. Makins 
attended annual training at the C.C.F. Camp at Gandales in N. 
Yorkshire. Although not blessed with good weather, the camp was a 
great success from all points of view and the Section acquitted itself 
well. A notable success was the winning of a .303 shooting competition 
by a team of six cadets. This success says a great deal for the training 
of the section as only three of the team had had any previous shooting 
experience with .303 rifles and they were the smallest (in numbers) 
contingent at the Camp.

During half-term the Army Section visited the training camp at 
Beckingham, near Newark, and under the instruction of the 5th 
Foresters had a most interesting and helpful day’s training, including 
firing Bren Guns for the first time.

In examinations 59 cadets out of 60 entered obtained certificate A, 
Part I and 7 cadets certificate A, Part II. Evidence to date appears to 
indicate that under the new regulations it is going to be very difficult 
for cadets to pass Certificate A, Part II. However time alone will tell.

Next term the long-awaited Royal Artillery Section will spring into 
life and add a new interest to the section training.

The Basic Section, numbering 50 cadets, promises to be one of the 
largest and smartest the contingent has had.

R.A.F. SECTION
Still the largest single section in the contingent—3 Officers and 

51 Cadets—its popularity does not appear to fade.
The Summer Camp this year was held at R.A.F. Thorney Island 

and was attended by all the Officers and 36 Cadets. The weather was 
extremely unkind, resulting in a movement from tents to barrack 
blocks half way through the week. In spite of this, however, spirits 
were high and useful training was received.
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Two parties, each of 24 Cadets, visited R.A.F. Stations, Scampton 
and Hemswell, on 2nd November, 1954, where, for once blessed with 
good weather, nearly all Cadets had flights, some of them in jet aircraft.

Following on the selection of M. A. Murden to visit the U.S.A. in 
August, the section is proud to have Cadet W.O.II, D. Noon selected 
as the C.C.F. Cadet to visit New Zealand for two months, along with 
an A.T.C. Cadet. These two cadets are the first to be selected to visit 
New Zealand from this country and Noon is to be congratulated on 
his success. Such successes bring considerable credit to the School and 
the contingent and help to “put us on the map!”

The examination results continued to be of a high standard 
particularly in the Advanced Certificate, when nine Cadets entered and 
passed with an average mark of over 65%. Ten Cadets also passed the 
Proficiency Examination.

The Contingent is very lucky in the willing help given to it not only 
by the Services but also by civilians. It is most grateful to Mr. S. 
Marshall who has stepped into the place vacated by Mr. G. E. Goodall, 
as Treasurer and welcomes Mr. H. Lavett who has now joined the 
School as Laboratory Steward and will also act as S.S.I. to the C.C.F. 
We hope his stay will be a long and happy one.

C.E.W.C.
On November 19th and 20th a party of twenty-one members of the 

Vlth Form attended a conference on India, organised by the Council 
for Education in World Citizenship, and held at the Nottingham Boys’ 
High School. The first speaker. Dr. Chandrasekhar (Nuffield Professor 
at London University) on Friday evening, expressed in a very eloquent 
and oratorical manner his conception of the major internal difficulties 
which India has to overcome. He gave exceptionally clear, vivid and 
realistic explanations of such subjects as agriculture, religion and 
democracy as practised amongst a population which is largely 
illiterate.

The Saturday afternoon speaker, Mr. Ayan Deva Angadi, com
pensated for his not being so colourful a lecturer as Dr. Chandrasekhar 
by tackling an infinitely harder and more complex subject, “ Indian 
Thought,” in a workmanlike fashion. Mrs. Sen who spoke on Saturday 
evening was extremely orderly in her presentation of her topic “ Indian 
Foreign Policy”—as seen by a journalist and the biographer of 
Mahatma Ghandi. The debate which followed was reasonably interest
ing. Sixth Formers from the audience debated “This house believes in 
Asia for the Asians.” The conference ended in a lighter vein with 
some physical, instead of intellectual, activities in the customary 
social.

During the Christmas vacation one of our Sixth Formers is going to 
London to attend the national C.E.W.C. conferences on Latin- 
America.

J.F.B.
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THE BADMINTON CLUB
At the end of the summer term, the Badminton Club played two 

games against the High School, and suffered heavy defeats in both 
matches. Also it saw the departure of R. G. Pollitt, a valuable 
member, secretary and treasurer.

The club this term had a rather unsteady start, for the support 
from the Lower Sixth was not as staunch as expected. However, 
continual practice during the dinner hour and after school in the 
evenings should enable us to engage in more matches with local 
schools next term and to meet with more success then.

M.S.C. (VI U.A)

THE CAMPANOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Joint-Captains: B. J. Arthur and J. I. Palmer.

We have had only a few new members joining us this term, but 
what was lacking in numbers has been compensated for by the keen 
attitude shown.

Although sometimes hampered by choir practices we have managed 
to hold hand-bell practices once or twice each week during the term. 
After the initiation of the new members, which served as a useful 
revision for the older members, we made good progress in the “Plain 
Hunt.” By the time this is printed we hope to have mastered 
“Grandsire” and to have progressed to other more difficult methods.

B.J.A. and J.I.P.

THE CHESS CLUB
President: M. R. Pokorny.

Secretary: K. S. Overton. Treasurer: P. J. Hemmings.

The Chess Club continues to be very popular and now has a 
membership of well over fifty; among these are many promising 
players for future Senior and Junior teams.

In the three junior and two senior games played so far, both teams 
have shown commendable ability, and it is hoped that at least one team 
will win the League Cup. It is worthy of note that in all the junior 
games played so far, the last three boards remain undefeated.

Results: Juniors beat High Pavement, 5—1.
Juniors beat High School, 4—2.
Juniors drew with Mundella, 3—3.
Seniors beat High Pavement, 5—1.
Seniors lost to High School, 3—2, with one result still to 

come in.
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THE LITERARY CLUB
After a year of strenuous intellectual activity, the Literary Club may 

now be referred to as a well-established institution. The final act of its 
twelve-month period of inauguration was the club dinner held at the 
“ Spreadeagle” hotel on 12th July under the watchful eye of its founder- 
president Mr. D. M. Jackson; and as a further sign of its flourishing 
health, the assembly of members and friends were afterwards able to 
enjoy in expensive ease and comfort the subtle wit of Frederick 
Lonsdale’s “Canaries Sometimes Sing,” at the Playhouse.

The new term began with fewer but no less ardent enthusiasts, and a 
substantial itinerary was covered. Amongst the plays which found their 
way into the sphere of small but boisterously critical gatherings, were 
T. S. Eliot’s “The Cocktail Party,” Christopher Fry’s “The Lady’s 
not for Burning” and the brothers Capek’s “And So ad Infinitum.” 
To ease the dramatic tension which seemed to be mounting, Mr. 
H. B. Saggers was invited to give a brief talk on “Eliot as a Critic” ; 
this provided a stimulating if weighty discussion. Finally it was 
decided to extend the field of interest, and an enjoyable visit was paid 
to the Assizes, where an assortment of cases was heard with respect 
and rapt attention, difficult to reconcile with the normal temperament 
of the party. Generally speaking, the club has continued to provide 
interesting, and, one hopes, profitable nourishment for an intellectually 
underfed Sixth form.

H.H.

THE MELLISH SOCIETY
Chairman: B. Scott. Secretary: B. H. Jarvis.

Two meetings in July wound up the Summer Term’s activities; on 
6th July, Mr. I. Gowan, M.A., of Nottingham University, addressed 
the Society on “The American Constitution” ; on the 21st, forty 
members travelled to Birmingham to see the Repertory Theatre’s 
production of “Pericles.”

A reasonably high percentage of the new recruits to the Sixth Form 
joined in September and on the 28th, Mr. Sneath, the general manager 
of the Nottingham Playhouse, gave the Society a talk on “The Theatre 
To-day,” He referred to the competition provided by the cinema and 
television, and how it was hoped that younger future-stars would be 
provided by the modern theatres. This talk provided instruction and 
entertainment and Mr. Sneath’s answers to the questions put forward 
by various members of the Society were excellent.

On October 12th a debate was held at which J. A. Fenton proposed, 
and R. W. Seedhouse seconded, the motion that “This House Prefers 
a Hot Water Bottle to an Electric Blanket.” The Opposition consisted 
of C. Harwood and B. Milner; B. Scott was in the chair. The speakers 
tended to treat the subject too seriously although much humour was
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provided in questions from the members of the auditorium. The 
motion was carried.

On October 28th, Mr. P. Stanley, a member of the Fire-Brigade’s 
Union, visiting China this year, gave us a truly magnificent talk on 
“Youth and Education in China.” The talk was interspersed with 
humorous comments in appropriate places, and detailed answers were 
given to questions asked by the members of the Society. A good 
crowd attended—something which is hoped for at meetings next term, 
when a fuller programme than this term’s is to be expected.

THE NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Chairman: President: Secretary:
Mr. J. J. Key. The Head Master. R. V. Newton.

Although the society’s activities have been more limited during the 
past term, it is still thriving and the two film shows held in November 
were very well received by members.

The first of these films was “Dead or Alive,” issued by the League 
Against Cruel Sports; it shewed the horror and futility of such sports 
as the hunting of fox, deer, and otter. The other film, “The Life- 
history of the Tawny Owl,” shewed the growth of the young Tawny 
Owls, with shots of the owls’ enemies, relations, and food.

The new school pond has now weathered and proved to be water
tight, although the test is yet to come during the frosty nights of 
winter. A few plants have been introduced and two fish are now living 
in the deeper water.

During the Spring Term it is hoped to provide further film shows, 
and nature rambles. Help will be gratefully appreciated in the full-scale 
stocking of the pond after the arrival of the warmer weather.

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY
President: Mr. T. E. Smith. Chairman: D. Leivers.

This new society has had a successful first term; over twenty-five 
members have been enrolled. Meetings have been held weekly since 
October, and although attendances have not been considerable, an 
encouraging degree of enthusiasm has been noticeable among those 
present. During November D. Leivers gave an enlightening talk on 
“Postage Stamp Printing.”

The society has already obtained a catalogue and a large number of 
magazines for the benefit of members, and during next term it hopes 
to acquire more books and some accessories.

With this initial success in mind the society can anticipate the 
coming term with confidence.
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SWIMMING CLUB
This club, formed early in the term by Mr. Sutherland, has been 

meeting regularly once every week, at the Basford Northern Baths on 
either Monday or Tuesday night. All members have attended regularly 
and have shown a keenness to learn and practise which has been very 
encouraging.

A swimming match has been arranged for next term against Alderman 
Newton’s School, Leicester, and we hope to obtain several more 
fixtures in the future. We look forward to an enjoyable season’s 
swimming.

M.E.H.

THE DANCING SOCIETY
Punctually every Friday at 4-30 p.m. there is, in the school hall, a 

meeting of the Dancing Society. Here, to the melodious hit of Victor 
Sylvester’s music, members of the Vlth Form practice the terpsichorean 
art with admirable elan, and simultaneously receive valuable social 
education.

The Brincliffe Grammar School provides us with charming partners 
who apparently derive immeasurable benefit both from the dancing 
instructress and from the friendliness of their hosts.

The possibility of a social and dance early in the new year is being 
considered, and should suitably round off the many Christmas 
festivities—commencing next term’s session with a difference.

W.B. (V I U.A.)

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
During the Autumn term, there were three school visits to the 

Playhouse.
The first was to see James Bridie’s “ Storm in a Teacup.” This 

apparently shallow, domestic comedy had moments of pathos and 
touches of social satire. Michael O’Halloran as the ambitious, ruthless 
Provost Thomson completely dominated the stage and Diana Fairfax 
gave a shrewd character portrayal of the coquette, Lisbet Skirving. An 
unexpected addition was a live dog, “Patsy,” who trotted about the 
stage, unaware that she was the cause of the downfall, both public and 
domestic, of Provost Thomson.

The production of “Romeo and Juliet,” following so closely the 
showing of the film in Nottingham, was a provocative venture, inviting 
comparison. But Mr. Harrison’s production fully justified the cause 
of the “living” theatre and illustrated forcibly the importance of that 
atmosphere peculiar to the stage. The action ran at a breathless pace; 
the young lovers were swept into life and out of it by its harsh realities, 
before they had learned to face them. The interpretation of the main 
characters was conventional: Diana Fairfax emphasised the innocence
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and youth of Juliet, and Derek Godfrey showed admirably the change 
in Romeo from the dreamy distant worship of Rosaline to an ardent, 
realistic love for Juliet. Additional sparkle was given to this jewel of 
language by Voytek’s brilliant decor.

The last visit was made by the Second Forms to see “Nightmare 
Abbey” adapted from the novel by Thomas Love Peacock. This was a 
burlesque on the extravagant melancholy of the romantic poets— 
Shelley and Coleridge in particular. Among the characters were such 
self-explanatory people as Mr. Toobad, and Mr. Listless. At times the 
humour was laboured but this was relieved by periods of hilarious farce 
which gave opportunity for the regrettable tendency of the actors to 
play down to their very young audience. However, the play was 
enjoyable if not first-class drama.

K.S.

“PERICLES, PRINCE OF TYRE”
A Party of V lth Formers and two masters visited the nation’s 

leading repertory theatre at Birmingham to see a matinee performance 
of “Pericles,” one of Shakespeare’s less-famous plays, on Wednesday, 
July 21st. “Pericles” is a play of mixed authorship with a marked 
Shakespearian polish which is especially noticeable in the quality of its 
poetry. But the play, although exceptionally popular in Shakespeare’s 
day, is little known now. In fact the occasions when “Pericles” has 
been produced by a company of professional actors during the present 
century are so few that they can be counted on the fingers. This lack 
of popularity has been attributed by many to the notoriety of the 
brothel scenes, to the lack of continuity between the first act and the 
rest of the play and to the frequency of Gower’s interruptions as 
Chorus to give cohesion to the plot.

But Mr. Douglas Searle, who produced the play, says that he tried 
“to direct the play in much the same way as it might have been done in 
the Elizabethan theatre, with a permanent and anonymous setting 
which allows the story to tell itself fluidly without interruption.” Mr. 
Searle succeeded in his endeavours and in doing so he also overcame 
the difficulties listed above. The first drawback Mr. Searle overlooks, 
no doubt appealing to the broadmindedness of his twentieth century 
public no longer confined in their reading to bowdlerised versions. 
With Gower he is most ingenious; Bernard Hepton, who took the part, 
was placed in Gower’s original setting—together with the large tome 
from which he appears “to read” or chant after the fashion of those of 
his profession, i.e., monks. In this manner Mr. Searle combats 
Gower’s long windedness and the monotony of his lines.

Of the first act Mr. Searle says that “As soon as Shakespeare’s 
audience was confronted in the first act with Pericles, a prince, obliged 
to solve a riddle for a bride, they must have realised that this was not a 
play to be taken in sober earnest, but that all was bound to end happily
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in fairy tale tradition.” One feels at the end that he was right but also 
the first act is interesting because of its echoes of Greek drama.

The inclusion of the first Act was, therefore, highly successful and 
Mr. Searle, together with the rest of the company of the Birmingham 
“Rep.”, must be congratulated on their high standard of theatre. The 
casting was, in general, excellent both for the “leads” and also for the 
minor roles—which was further illustration of the standard of acting 
that is maintained in this theatre. Indeed this was one of the most 
entertaining and interesting productions of Shakespeare that members 
of Form VI have seen recently.

J.F.B.

BELGIAN TOUR 
1954

After the delights of a 
holiday in Paris in 1953 it 
was doubtful whether the 
prospect of a tour in the 
Belgian lowlands in the 
summer of 1954 would 
have a very strong appeal. 
However, a party of 20 
gradually formed itself, in
cluding a large number of 
those bitten by the Con
tinental fever the previous 
year, and not in the least 
shy of renewing acquain
tance with the other side of 
the Channel.

This time we had the 
advantage of a compara
tively short approach via 
Dover-Ostend and a calm 
sea; nobody was too tired 
to eat an excellent dinner 
that same evening at the 
Hotel Wellington, Bruges.
After the usual exchange preliminaries, the rest of the next day was 
spent sightseeing in the old town—Venice of the North according to 
the guide books—all beflagged and floodlit for its International Festival. 
Naturally, the ascent of the Belfry was our first objective; most of us 
were thinking as we toiled up its endless stairs how the absent Mr.
B ---- y would have revelled in the experience, inured as he is to such
feats by his Spartan training in Paris. The Chapels of the Holy Blood 
also claimed our attention; intriguing by their curious history and
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architecture, but spoiled in part by the lavish use of garish oil paint 
that gives to the ancient walls a surface as repulsive as the cheapest of 
modern linoleums; strange that the Brugeois should be insensitive to 
such a horror when they can make the most artistic use of multi
coloured floodlighting to bring out the beauty of the masterpieces in 
brick that line their canals!

The next day found us bowling across the flat lands through Courtrai, 
much-bombed Tournai and the mining centre of Mons to Dinant on 
the river Meuse. Dinant provided a welcome break in the long journey; 
some stretched their legs by water-cycling on the river (whose chain 
ramp off?); others made up for the curious inadequacy of the con
tinental packed lunch. Han-sur Lesse, our destination in the 
Ardennes, made us very welcome that evening and thrilled most of the 
party with its marvellous caves the morning after. Namur, Waterloo, 
Brussels, Ghent, were all explored in turn; perhaps we had all had our 
fill of historic monuments for it was noticeable that a rush was in
variably made for the Auto-Skooter or Belgian equivalent of the 
Dodgems whenever one was to be found.

Back in Bruges, almost all the remaining sights were visited by some 
of our party; churches, museums, picture galleries, the canals—all had 
their turn; perhaps our most curious discovery was the existence in 
the city of very active archery guilds and one where the cross-bow is 
still the weapon used for sport. A half-day trip down the canal to 
Zeebrugge and Blankenberghe and a day’s excursion into Holland 
added variety to our stay, above all when we were threatened with 
exclusion from the Netherlands—several members of the party having 
left their identity cards in their suit-cases in Bruges.

At all events, loaded with souvenirs, badges, and food, all the party 
were sorry when we had to make our return over a sea as unruffled as 
the proverbial mill-pond and anxious to see as soon as possible the 
film that we were enabled to have made during our travels, through the 
generosity of Mr. Turner of Arnold, the father of one of the members 
of our party.

CADET EXCHANGE VISIT TO THE U.S.A.
The International Cadet Exchange was introduced in 1949 by 

Major-General Lucas V. Beau, U.S.A.F., who is the National Com
mander of the Civil Air Patrol, the American counterpart of our Air 
Training Corps. The original plan was to have an annual three-way 
exchange between Great Britain, the United States and Canada, but 
by this year twenty-two countries were taking part. The chance of 
going on one of these visits is rather remote since only fifty cadets are 
chosen each year. No one was more surprised than I when my name 
appeared among those selected. I was given the choice of going either 
to the United States or to Canada. I chose the former and being the 
senior cadet was made flight-commander of the party of twenty-five; 
my adjutant was from Liverpool.
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On 29th July we flew from London Airport in an aircraft of the 
U.S. Navy. The journey to Washington took eighteen hours, with a 
two-hour break at the Azores. Having been received by several high- 
ranking U.S.A.F. officers we were taken to an air base just outside 
Washington, where we stayed for three days with cadets from twenty- 
two other nations. During our stay in Washington we visited various 
places of interest including the ancestral home of George Washington

SIGNING THE VISITORS BOOK

Cadet W /O . M . M urden w it h  the M ayor of B oston.

and the Capitol. Together with our two conducting officers I saw the 
House of Representatives in session and, later, Congress where one 
Senator was “filibustering” in a vain attempt to hold up the Atomic 
Energy Bill. On the last evening we attended an “ International Party” 
at which the guests included the C.-in-C. of the Norwegian Air Force, 
the French Ambassador and Mile. Genevieve du Galard Terraube, 
heroine of Dien Bien Phu; President Eisenhower was to have attended 
but was unable to do so.

From Washington, the cadet party from each country left for a 
different state. Our hosts for the next ten days were the Massachusetts
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Wing of the Civil Air Patrol. Arriving in an aircraft of the U.S. Air 
Force, we were received by an American Brigadier-General; I took the 
parade which was filmed and later televised. Whilst in Boston we 
stayed in a hostel of Boston University and visits of interest included a 
tour of the Christian Science newspaper offices. We were officially 
received by the Mayor of Boston who wanted to know whether I was 
a descendant of Robin Hood! Later I signed the Visitors Book. A 
two-day visit to an annual cadet camp proved very interesting: 
American cadets often rise to the rank of full colonel; each squadron, 
the size of our own C.C.F. Air Section, has its own aircraft; the 
Commanding Officer of the camp which we visited (which consisted of 
two hundred male and fifty female cadets) was a nineteen-year-old 
cadet major. On the last day of our stay we visited the governor of 
Massachusetts, and at the Civic Luncheon which followed I was 
introduced to General Beau by the British Consul.

From Boston we flew to New York where we stayed at the Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel. Our programme was full of interest. On Sunday 
morning we attended morning service at St. Bartholomew’s Church; 
in the afternoon we watched a baseball game between Brooklyn 
Dodgers and Cinncinati Redlegs and in the evening we watched a 
television show. On Monday we visited the Mayor of New York. Our 
bus roared down Broadway, escorted by police motor cyclists, to the 
sound of screaming sirens. Then we visited the United Nations’ 
Building, Radio City, and finally went to the top of the Empire State 
Building. After a farewell party, which included an eighteen course 
meal, we had a moonlight trip (female company provided!) across New 
York Harbour and round the Statue of Liberty.

At about four o’clock the next morning I was dragged out of bed and 
thrown into the ice-cold showers—warrant officers never have been 
popular!

On Wednesday, August 12th, we left New York—its temperature 
in the nineties—and returned to England, via Prince Edward Island. 
We landed at London Airport in pouring rain and I caught a cold, 
since I was wearing tropical kit. But still—give me good old English 
weather!

The trip cost me only five pounds—my spending money. The 
expenses were actually over a thousand pounds per cadet. Thank you, 
Civil Air Patrol!

M.A.M. {VI U.Sc)

HOUSE NOTES
BLUE HOUSE

May we first extend, on behalf of members of the House, congratula
tions to Green House on retaining the Hurt Cup. Although Blues were 
always in the running for the cup, the prowess of Greens in cricket was 
the deciding factor in their favour.
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We also welcome the new members of the House in the first forms, 
and hope that their membership of the House will prove to be mutually 
beneficial, and that they will do their utmost to maintain and increase 
the prestige of the House in the school.

Judging from the results of the two matches which our senior team 
has played this term, Blue House cannot congratulate itself on getting 
off to a good start this year. The team includes but few members of 
school teams and this partly accounts for the large scores against us in 
the matches.

Our hopes for the junior Rugby team are much brighter however, 
and it is hoped that they will be able to offset, to some extent, our 
weakness in senior Rugby by retaining the junior cup.

So much for this term! Looking forward to the Spring and Summer 
terms with their athletics, cricket, and swimming, we should be able 
to put up a good show provided that everyone, the Seniors in particular, 
makes a special effort to exploit any latent ability or, where there is 
none, at least to show some interest!

J.I.P.

GREEN HOUSE
First of all, the House is to be congratulated on winning the Hurt 

Cup last year. Our success was largely due to the fine performances of 
our teams in the cricket competitions, although the Juniors were 
rather more successful in their efforts than the Seniors.

So far this term there has been very little inter-House activity, 
except for Senior House Rugby matches. In this sphere we have met 
with moderate success, having been narrowly beaten by Reds, and 
ourselves being easy winners over Blues. At the time of writing, the 
match with Yellow House has yet to be played, but we can look forward 
to a keen game with last year’s champions.

In view of the coming athletic and cricket seasons (a period during 
which Green House are usually semi-dormant!) we must all remember 
that we can hold no hopes for success unless all members of the House 
pull their weight in an even greater effort to retain the Hurt Cup.

C.A.B.

RED HOUSE
Although we were just beaten by Green House in the fight for the 

Hurt Cup last year, I should like to thank members of the House for 
their enthusiasm and services in the past.

We can look forward to the future confidently as the House has 
probably the best Senior division in the School. Herein lies our 
strength but it is essential that the Juniors and Middles make their 
contribution. The House seems all set to win the Senior Rugby Cup 
and this success should give us confidence right at the beginning of the 
long struggle ahead of us in our efforts to win the House Championship.
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If a House is to be successful every individual must make his con
tribution. Wholehearted support and service lies at the root of success 
and if Red House members give this we can expect to finish at the top 
by July, 1955.

B.S.

YELLOW HOUSE
The Senior cricket team, despite its potential strength, failed 

miserably against a theoretically weaker Blue House XI in the first 
match of the knock-out competition. The defeat was mainly due to an 
atrocious batting display by the recognised batsmen. The only member 
of the team who was above criticism was V. J. Budgen who played an 
excellent fighting innings. The Junior XI also failed to reach the final 
when they were beaten by a considerable margin by Green House.

Thus, with the results of all the 1953-54 competitions now known, 
Yellow House cannot be at all complacent about the future. We were 
only successful in the Senior Rugby competition and finished at or 
near the bottom in all the other competitions. But in spite of growing 
despondency about our strength Green House must be congratulated 
on winning the Hurt Cup.

So far this year two Senior Rugby matches have been played and 
our team has acquitted itself creditably in beating Blues by 31 pts. to 
nil, and losing to Reds 22—3. But unfortunately, House Captain,
D. A. Noon, has left school to join the R.A.F. and the House is at 
present without a leader.

J.F.B.

PARENT-STAFF ASSOCIATION
The Association was founded on 3rd December, 1947, to encourage 

co-operation between the home and school, and to assist in the placing 
of boys in suitable careers.

Perhaps the outstanding features of its activities have been its 
Careers Talks and Brains Trusts on Careers and University Life. 
Family Day has become a social occasion, and has developed a 
traditional pattern with a cricket match between the School Team 
and a Parents XI, a tea and a concert in the evening.

The Annual Outing to Stratford-on-Avon is not widely popular, 
but the thirty or forty who attend each year find it a most interesting 
and enjoyable occasion.

The Association finances an Annual Prize which is known as the 
Parents’ Prize.
Activities for 1954-5.

On October 14th, Talks were given by Mr. E. W. Adams (Senior 
English Master) and Mr. J. J. Key (Senior Biology Master) on, “The 
Place of my Subject in the School Curriculum.”
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On November 18th a Careers Forum was held. On the platform 
were: Mr. D. S. Greensmith (Boots Pure Drug Co.), Lt./Col. C. E. A. 
Lane (Rolls-Royce), Dr. N. Potter (Fuel Technologist, N.C.B.), Mr. 
K. Walker (Textiles). The Headmaster was in the Chair.

February 24th, 1955. Debate with Brincliffe School Parent-Teacher 
Association.

March 23rd, 1955. Annual General Meeting.
June 11th, 1955. Family Day.

M em bership.
Membership for the current School Year is very nearly four 

hundred.
R.McC.

OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
1. NEWS OF OLD BOYS

D. Sm art (’44-’49): was married to Miss Sylvia Hilda Johnson, of 
Mapperley, at St. Andrew’s Church on 2nd October, 1954; congratula
tions and best wishes!

Don Smart is a worthy product of the “Mellish” ; whilst at school, he 
was well to the fore in rugger circles and played in the Public Schools’ 
representative games. Since leaving the School, he has been a keen 
member of the Old Boys’ R.F.C. and was Vice-Captain ’53-’54. This 
season he is playing regularly with the Notts. XV at either scrum-half 
or loose forward and is well up among the try-scorers. On Dec. 9th 
Don played in his first three-counties’ game with the Notts. Lines, and 
Derbys. side when they defeated the East Midlands’ side; Don Smart 
could well become the first international produced by the School.

S. Hobson (’38-’43): married Miss Betty Mary Baldwin at St. 
Andrew’s Church in September. Congratulations and best wishes!

J. Hicks (’43-’47): married Miss M. H. Reynolds at Beeston Parish 
Church in September. Congratulations and best wishes!

C. A. H olm es (’37-’42): became the proud father of a baby boy, 
Graham Paul, on 1st August, ’54; to him and his wife, Mary, best 
wishes from the Association. Also to Jean and Noel Willdig (’40-’47) 
on the birth of Penelope Anne; and to Anthea and W. T. Jackson 
(’37-’43) on the arrival on 6th September of Elizabeth Helen Anthea.

F. H. Corah (’29-’33): a member of the Notts. County Police, was 
promoted to Inspector in November, ’54, and takes up his new duties 
at Force Headquarters in the Control Room.

L. H. Spolton (’29-’32): a founder pupil who came from the 
Hucknall School, has been appointed headmaster of the Ravensdale 
County Secondary Modern Mixed School at Mansfield. L. H. Spolton 
was a war-time “met” man, first as a civilian, then as a flight-lieutenant 
in the R.A.F.V.R.; three years ago he obtained his degree of Master of
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Education at Nottingham University; he is also a Fellow of the Royal 
Meteorological Society.

O. B. Sm ith  (’29-’36): has been appointed to the headship of 
Annesley County School as successor to L. H. Spolton.

D. Groom e (’37-’43): is an accountant on the staff of the Stanton 
Ironworks Company; he is the captain of the firm’s soccer XI and 
regularly plays representative games for the Midland Amateur Alliance.

F. P. G. W agner (’46-’51): is an officer-cadet at R.A.F. Gaydon, 
Leamington Spa, and hopes to be commissioned shortly.

C. B. Stallard (’29-’30): has just completed his term of office as the 
President of the Hucknall Free Church Federal Council.

G. M. Hunt (’45-’51) : was called up for National Service in Septem
ber, ’53 (not January, ’54, as reported in the last “ Centaur”); in 
January he was posted to R.A.F. Barnton Quarry, Midlothian, Scotland.

J. Daws (’44-’49): regularly corresponds with the officials of the 
Association and very interesting letters of a seafarer they are. For, in 
July, ’54, he passed his Second Mate’s examination and is Third 
Officer of M.V. British Energy, a ship of the British Tanker Company 
Ltd., which at the time of his last letter had just arrived at Karachi.

After reading in his letters of minefields still existing, seas like 
mill-ponds one day then battling with sou’-westers and howling gales, 
the ship rolling badly, and finishing up with humid heat another day, 
one can only wonder why we complain about our English weather!

H. H. W illm in (’29-’32) : wrote that his son had gained a scholarship 
to the Leicester Wyggeston School. The Willmin family (there is a 
daughter also), were in a bad car crash at Llandudno in June, ’54 (not 
their fault), and all four of them spent three days in hospital as a result.

G. Young (’41-’48): has qualified as Chartered Librarian and been 
elected A.L.A.

W. J. Argyle (’41-’49): graduated, B.A., Honours History, at 
Oxford last year, gained a distinction in the examination for Diploma 
of the Institute of Social Anthropology and has just been awarded one 
of the two £350 Nuffield bursaries for research in social anthropology.

B .J. F. Gant (’43-’48): has passed his final examination as a 
Qualified Surveyor.

P. H. Brealey (’44-’49) : was placed 2nd in the county in the final 
examination of the Incorporated Accountants Society.

F. M usgrove (’34-’41): has been appointed History Master at the 
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Mansfield. There is an article by 
him in this magazine.

R. F. M cBride (’41-’44): is now Mathematics Master at King 
Henry VIII School, Coventry.
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(By courtesy of Nottingham Guardian-Journal) 
Presentation by M a jo r  T. P. B a rb er of Silver Salvers to M essrs. S. R e v il l ,  

S. M a r s h a l l ,  T. E. S m ith , G. E. G o o d a l l ,  E. A. B urnham

2. THE SILVER JUBILEE DINNER
A dinner was held at the Elite Restaurant on Saturday, 2nd October, 

’54, to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the School.
One hundred and forty-five Old Boys and members of the Staff, past 

and present, attended; every school year from 1929 to 1949 was 
represented by former pupils.

Among the principal guests were Aid. Major T. P. Barber (President 
of the Old Boys’ Association and member of the governing body for 
the 25 years). Aid. L. W. A. White (Chairman of the Governors), Mr. 
J. Evans (Clerk to the Governors for the 25 years), Mr. T. O. Balk 
(Founder Headmaster), Mr. J. C. E. Wren (a founder member of the 
Staff, who remained at the School till 1938) and five founder members 
of the Staff who have been at the School since 1929.

They were: Messrs. E. A. Burnham, S. Marshall, S. Revill, T. E. 
Smith and G. E. Goodall; Mr. Goodall retired at the end of the 
School’s twenty-fifth year.

During the evening, silver salvers were presented to those five 
gentlemen by Aid. Major T. P. Barber; these salvers were purchased 
from donations given by Old Boys, and were presented on behalf of the 
Old Boys’ Association to show their appreciation to five gentlemen who 
have had such a marked influence on the traditions of the School.

Many speeches were made, many memories both humorous and 
nostalgic were revived and all too soon the evening came to a close. 
The Silver Jubilee had been celebrated in a style befitting the occasion.
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CELEBRATING THE JUBILEE
(from  Mr. T. O. Balk, M.A., the first Headmaster)

H. K. Butler has asked me to make a contribution to the account of 
the Silver Jubilee Dinner held by the Old Mellishians’ Association 
on October 2nd, by setting down on paper my thoughts and impressions 
on revisiting the School and meeting again colleagues and boys of the 
period 1929-35, after an interval of nineteen years. Earlier in the day, 
as I travelled down from London, I found it hard to believe that the 
School really had attained its Silver Jubilee; in the busy terms which 
followed its opening in September, 1929, such an event as its twenty- 
fifth anniversary seemed so many years on as to be part of the dim and 
distant future. How would the School itself appear after this long 
interval ? I was soon to see for myself as I spent much of the afternoon 
of the 2nd there with the Head. It is for most men an experience to 
return to the school or college in which one has spent some years, but 
it is peculiarly so if one has taken part in the exciting and exhilarating 
adventure of the founding and establishing of a school. One expects to 
find changes but one hopes that the fundamental pattern is still easily 
recognisable. It was good to find, after the alarming reports of the 
effects of subsidence that the building itself showed no signs of serious 
damage, and, apart from some slight weathering of brick and stone
work, was as attractive as in 1929. Improvements and additions were 
to be seen. The hall, with its pictures, its grand-piano, its curtained 
windows and its improved lighting was to me more impressive and 
dignified. The Head’s room seemed even more imposing than in its 
early days. Of the additions the large Biology Lab. with garden, 
and at a distance, the pond, was a welcome surprise. How J. R. Upton 
would have rejoiced in this valuable addition to the science block! 
We soon discovered in those early years how much adequate facilities 
for biology work were needed. But those were the days when a biology 
lab. was held to be essential in a girls’ school but was likely to be 
regarded as an expendable item when plans for a boys’ school were 
under consideration! Showers and a drying-room are now part of the 
P.E. facilities of the School. I could never understand why no showers 
for use by the P.T. classes had been installed in 1929; to me they 
seemed to be the natural adjunct of a gym. However, Rome was not 
built in a day, and not many schools of our time either! Old Boys, 
who have returned to the School some or perhaps many years after 
leaving, will understand when I say that it was a peculiar experience 
to walk along the corridors and go into the form and subject rooms 
which I had known so well. The interior of the school has worn well, 
but it no longer has the exciting new and modern air of the very early 
years; neither has it the almost startling brightness which was a feature 
after the first redecoration in 1932, when, as Lewis Morley put it, 
“Now you see what happens when a Rainbow is let loose in a School!” 
To me, now, it is mellowing and gives the impression that sound 
traditions and a high reputation are an integral part of the School. Let 
us see that its character, its purpose and its acknowledged place in 
education in the county are not to be changed under any new scheme!
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In the course of an eventful afternoon it was a great pleasure to see 
the O.M.’s Rugby XV in action and in good form on the field, and, 
to add to the pleasure, to find among them a founder member of the 
School and its Rugby XV, Gee, still playing for the club. Those chaps 
from Hucknall and beyond in those early years were certainly tough. 
I discovered that Pritchard was still the school groundsman and could 
see the evidence of his good work—the turf had thickened well and 
looked in excellent shape.

Now for my impressions on being one of the company at the silver 
jubilee dinner in the evening of the 2nd. They are not as clear-cut as 
those of the school and field. Naturally so, perhaps, as the atmosphere 
at the Elite was less clear and the congestion of people more marked! 
My main impression was that a good time was had by all, but, then I 
always enjoy an Old Boys’ reunion with its opportunities of meeting 
old friends again, and this was no exception. It had, however, one 
special and very pleasant feature: we had with us the five founder 
members of the Staff, G.E.G.; T.E.S.; E.A.B.; S.M. and S.R., and we 
were privileged to assist at the presentation to them of the gifts which 
were a token of the affection and respect in which they are held and of 
the high appreciation of their long service to the School. Each one is a 
strong link between the O.M.s and the School and it was then very 
proper that each was honoured on this memorable occasion in the 
history of the Association and of the School. And they didn’t look too 
bad after their twenty-five years’ hard!

As one usually finds at a reunion dinner the years quickly rolled back 
and we lived again the incidents, grave and gay, of the days at school 
and we are almost persuaded that they were the happiest years of our 
lives. For me it was very pleasant to meet again Major Barber, a 
staunch friend of the School from its infancy, Mr. White, chairman of 
Governors, old colleagues, a good sprinkling of O.M.s of the 1929-1935 
vintages and many of the later years: it was particularly pleasing to 
find in the company four old-timers of the first committee of the O.M. 
Association:— Eric Marshall, Whitehead, Rutt and Jack Green. A 
speech which made a deep impression was that of W. S. Dean, who 
proposed the toast of the School and who is now a member of the Staff. 
In the early years, there were, in the School, a considerable number of 
boys who intended to become teachers; it was good to meet some of 
these again—Marshall, Rutt, Morley, Aram, Wilson, Gardiner, Sinfield, 
Tilley—and to hear that already some were heads of schools. The 
evening passed all too quickly, and the silver jubilee reunion all too 
soon had become school history and another happy memory. A final 
thought “The officers and committee had given a great deal of time and 
thought to the organisation of the dinner. Thanks a lot to them all for 
providing such a jolly good evening.” They might very well have 
hoped for larger numbers seeing that at least two thousand boys have 
passed through the School in the years 1929-1950. The Society has a 
keen and energetic committee; it has behind it, what every Old Boys’ 
Association requires for success, the full support of the Head. There
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remains the question “Will the Mellish boys, after passing out from 
the School, do their share in building up the Association and so make 
it a valuable source of strength to their School and an abiding link for 
themselves ?” What might be a target ? A core of some five hundred 
members, paying their subs., not once in a life-time, but regularly each 
year, as a first objective.

This contribution started with thoughts on the journey down and is 
ending with some of those on the journey up when I was already 
looking forward keenly to meeting many more O.M.s at the official 
opening of the War Memorial Sports Ground on Mapperley Plains.

THE OLD BOYS’ COMMITTEE, 1954

Back Row (L to R)
K. H odges, D. C o l l in s ,  F. G adsby, D. G ibson, J. K. B uck le ,
C. R. Jackson , L . G . A l le n  

Front Row :
A. W. B eard sley , P. J. E b lin g , Mr. T. E. S m ith , M r . G. F. H o u s to n , 
H. K. B u t le r ,  R. P. H o u g h to n , H. D. W h ite h ea d

3. THE OLD BO YS’ COMMITTEE 1954.

Mr. G. F. Houston: the Chairman, Headmaster of the School.
Mr. T. E. Sm ith: the Vice-Chairman, a founder-member of the 

Staff.
H. K. Butler (’31-’36): the Honorary Secretary, a draughtsman 

employed by the P.O. telephones.
P. J. Ebling (’37-’42): the Honorary Treasurer, also a draughtsman, 

and employed by the British Transport Commission at Derby.
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D. Gibson (’37-’42): the Honorary Treasurer of the War Memorial 
Fund, a bank clerk in the Sherwood Branch of the Westminster Bank.

H. D. W hitehead (’29-’32): the Honorary War Memorial Ground 
Committee Secretary, an accountant at Messrs. Pearson Bros, of 
Nottingham.

L. G. Allen (’34-’39): Vice-captain of the R.F.C., a teacher at 
East Leake.

A. W. B eardsley Secretary of the R.F.C., and employed
by the British Transport Commission at Colwick.

J. A. Buckle (’38-’44): school-master at Chandos Street, Nether- 
field.

D. W. Collins (’47-’52): an engineering apprentice at the R.O.F., 
Nottingham.

K. Hodges (’40-’46): a teacher at East Kirkby.
R. P. H oughton (’38-’44): Captain of the R. F. C. and a boat- 

builder.
F. R. Gadsby (’44-’51): on the County Surveyor’s Staff at the 

County Hall.
C. R. Jackson (’46-’51): an apprentice-printer at Forman’s, 

Nottingham.
Old Boys may be interested in the above account and the accom

panying photograph of the Committee who try to interpret the wishes 
of the members of the Association by organising fixtures, dances and 
dinners. To do this successfully needs regular and prompt payment of 
subscriptions and a healthy increase in numbers of members. We 
appeal to all our readers to do their share in this respect and to act as 
“ambassadors” by bringing the activities of the Association to the 
notice of others and by selling tickets to their friends. Get in touch 
with the Secretary at once!

BY ALL ACCOUNTS
4. (from  P. J. Ebling, Treasurer, O.B.A.)

The first transaction of the Old Boys’ Association in 1931 was the 
purchase of Rugby Football shirts and this was followed by the dis
tribution of Magazine No. 1.

A dance was held on 27th November, 1931, and the first year ended 
with a balance of 8s. Od.

In 1932 the first Dinner was held at School; the cost was 2s. 6d. per 
head, 29 members attending.

The annual subscription was 4s. Od.
The dances and dinner now became regular events and, in 1933, a 

Whist Drive was held in addition. Posts and balls were bought for the 
R.F.C. this year.
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In 1935 the R.F.C. entered the 7-a-side tournament and, in 1936, two 
teams were entered in this competition.

The annual subscription was now reduced to 3s. Od.
A silver cup was presented to the School for cricket in 1937.
By 1938 the membership was 82 and the bank balance £15.
A supper at the Trent Bridge Hotel was arranged in 1940 in addition 

to the annual dinner and dances and this was the last social event for 
some time.

Mr. Goodall now became treasurer of the Association and magazines 
were sent to all members; many new members leaving School were 
enrolled and, by 1942, the bank balance was increased to £31.

In 1943 the Association took over the running of the “Centaur” 
until the School were permitted to have a magazine again.

In 1946 Mr. Goodall handed over the books of the Association to 
the Old Boys with a bank account of £65.

The subscription was now increased to 5s. Od., the dinner and 
dances were resumed and the Badminton and Literary and Debating 
Societies met. The R.F.C. now kept their accounts separate from the 
general account.

In 1947 the Christmas dance was held at the Greyfriars Hall, a 
profit of £30 being handed to the War Memorial Fund to which all 
activities were directed.

The Life Membership subscription of £3 3s. was instituted in 1947.
By 1948 we had assets of £80 and the October and Christmas dances 

now held at School become annual events.
The dinner was not held this year, but an effort was made in 1949 

and after missing 1950 and 1951, suppers held jointly with the R.F.C. 
took place in 1952 and 1953.

In 1954 the Jubilee Dinner was held in October at the Elite Restaurant 
145 guests being present.

The membership now reached the 200 mark including 28 Life 
members together with assets of over £100.

1955 will see only the Winter issue of the “Centaur” containing 
Old Boys’ news—the subscription for both issues being increased to 
6s. 6d. This is to assist in the running of the War Memorial Sports 
ground which is to be opened this year and will enable the continuation 
of these notes to show a continued improvement in the traditions of the 
Association during the next 25 years.

H. M. O. B. R. F. C.
5. by A. W. Beardsley

In the current Rugby Football Union Handbook a date is printed at 
the side of the names of the individual clubs and the date at the side 
of the Henry Mellish Old Boys’ Rugby Football Club is given as 1948. 
This is officially the year in which the Club was formed, although 
according to the Minute Book of the Club that date should read 1935.*
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The School was only six years old when the first meeting was con
vened and from that time until the present season the Club has gone 
from strength to strength except for the unfortunate advent of war 
which caused a break in its history.

In the minutes of that first recorded meeting the names of D. Nuttall 
and H. D. Whitehead appear as Captain and Vice Captain of the only 
team and even now these names are of some import to the current 
members of the School.

The Nuttalls (the ‘Formidable Nuttalls’ as one daily paper called 
them) have given their admirable support to the Club for what is now 
almost a quarter of a century and even now the erstwhile Dan, together 
with his brother, play the occasional game to show that the spirit and 
comradeship are still as strong as ever. H. D. Whitehead (the 
Vice Captain in 1935) is now one of the School Governors and also the 
Secretary of the Old Boys’ War Memorial Ground Committee and in 
this latter capacity has devoted his untiring efforts to organising the 
project on the War Memorial Ground at Mapperley. From the time 
of that first meeting other names appear in the minutes, names which 
conjure up to the reader memories of the great games they played for 
the Club, County and Three Counties sides. Names such as Egglestone, 
Gee, Orchard, Sterland, Stone, Walford and a host of others each of 
whom “abode his destined hour and went his way.”

Amongst our present players several come to mind who have brought 
the Club honour: R. P. Houghton (Club Secretary from 1948 to 1952 
and present Club Captain), W. D. Morley, L. G. Allen, D. Smart (at 
present playing with the Notts. R.F.C.), and the inimitable Egglenton 
Brothers E. H. and P. F., whose keenness and support are rarely 
surpassed.

The Club has always been fortunate in having the wholehearted 
support of our esteemed Headmaster and members of his Staff without 
whose help it would have at times been more than difficult for us to 
have carried on. We owe them our thanks for the admirable work they 
have performed and feel assured that they will continue to support us 
when the new ground is opened.

The Club deplores that it is unable to co-opt more of the players 
who, whilst they were members of the School, formed the School XVs, 
as they leave the district often to take up positions outside the County 
but we are always ready to welcome any Old Boy who returns to the 
District and is anxious to renew his acquaintance with his con
temporaries.

From this early beginning, then, with only one team, we have 
progressed to fielding two XVs each week and we hope that with the 
advent of the new ground and pavilion we shall see the birth of a third 
fifteen.

The Club still fosters the rivalry started at School against local friendly 
competitors (need we mention their names ?) almost twenty-five years
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ago; we hope we shall still be contesting these ‘battles’ until the 
Golden Jubilee of the School and, perchance, beyond that!

*The first match played by an Old Boys’ X V  was on March Wth, 1931, 
against the School 1st X V , after which a meeting of Old Boys was held 
with Mr. T. O. Balk as chairman, the outcome of the meeting being the 
formation of an Old Boys’ Association with a Rugby Football Section.

6. THE XMAS DANCE, 1954
The 1954 Xmas Dance, organised by the Old Boys, was held at the 

School on Saturday, 11th December.
Dancing was ‘fifty-fifty’ to music played by the Regal Commanders 

of Arnold; the School Hall had been decorated for the occasion by 
members of the Sixth and ‘Jock.’

Over one hundred and fifty people attended, made up of Old Boys, 
wives and friends; several members of the Staff were present including 
Mr. G. E. Goodall who came along to meet some of his ex-pupils.

Spot prizes were awarded during the evening and a happy atmosphere 
prevailed until the dance finished at 11-30 p.m. with ‘Auld Lang 
Syne’ followed by ‘The Queen.’

Take the opportunities such occasions provide; drag yourselves 
away from the fireside; bring your wives and girl friends along and get 
acquainted! And—just as important—justify the hard work put in by 
the organisers by making the dances pay for themselves. This last 
dance, organised by C. R. Jackson (’46-’51) was most enjoyable to 
dancers and sitters-out—and—gossipers alike!

7. REPORT OF THE A.G.M. 1955
The A.G.M. was held on Thursday, 13th January at the Central 

Tavern, Huntingdon Street, Nottingham.
It was very poorly attended, probably owing to the weather, 

probably not, but a 5 per cent, response from 250 circular letters is 
very disappointing.

The officers elected were as last year.
Opening the meeting the Chairman expressed the joy and satis

faction of all who had attended the Silver Jubilee Dinner, and paid 
tribute to the organisers.

In his report the Secretary stated that in the coming year it was 
proposed to hold a supper, in conjunction with the R.F.C., during 
April, the annual dinner during October and two dances at the School, 
one in October and one at Christmas.

The Treasurer stated that 1954 had been the most financially success
ful one since the war. This was entirely due to a good membership 
and he expressed his wishes that all members would speedily renew 
their subscriptions and do their utmost to recruit new members.
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Mr. Whitehead, the Memorial Ground Committee Secretary, 
stated that the Pavilion was practically completed, and the time had 
come when the financing and organising of the Pavilion and Ground 
were of major importance. All the money in the War Memorial Fund 
and the R.F.U. loan had been spent on the Pavilion and Ground, and 
still there was no fence round the ground and no maintenance equip
ment. The Fund is still open for contributions and an appeal may 
have already been launched by the time this report appears in print. 
But the fact remains that approximately £100 a year will be needed to 
meet the repayment of the R.F.U. loan, rates, etc., and the raising of 
this money is a vital question. True, the R.F.C. will pay rent to use 
the ground, but in the main the money will have to come from the 
membership of the Association. It is obvious that an annual sub
scription of 5 /- does not leave much of a margin to be given towards 
the up-keep of the ground. Steps will have to be taken to remedy 
this, and it is the first task of the new committee to ascertain where 
membership of the Association ends and financing of the Memorial 
Ground begins. In the meantime I implore everyone to give generously 
to the Fund, remembering Mr. Goodall’s words at the Silver Jubilee 
Dinner—“Give guineas! If  you can’t give guineas, give shillings; 
but give something.”

A REMINDER
A 5/- subscription entitles the member to the “ Spring” issue of the 

“Centaur” only.
A 6/6d. subscription entitles the member to both issues of the 

“Centaur.”
Life membership is still £3 3s. Od.
News of Old Boys will be concentrated in the “ Spring” issue of the 

“Centaur” and news items and contributions will be gratefully received 
by the Secretary,

H. K. B u tle r ,  “Allington”, Westdale Crescent, Carlton, Nottingham. 
Tel: Nottingham 24-7317.

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM OLD BOYS
(in response to the invitation in the Summer Issue)

1. From  R. C. A. B lasdale (’45-’53), Cam bridge University.
As I write, on a November afternoon, the sun-light is growing pale 

and the chill mistiness one knows so well after a year in Cambridge is 
creeping over the town. It is time to think of gas-fires and toast, and 
indeed, it seems to me that it is always tea-time in Cambridge, part of 
our life which lasts from 3 o’clock to 6 o’clock, and even more important 
than the taking of coffee every morning, although that in itself is an 
unbreakable ritual.

No, it is a restful time of day and a restful time of year, now that the 
first term is nearly over. Freshmen have lost that pink-cheeked
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enthusiasm; they are even getting a little blase. They have discovered 
that you don’t have to wear University gowns at science lectures, 
indeed, they have discovered that you don’t need to go to lectures. 
Their dress is not what it was when they came up—no longer the neat 
suits and white collars. Some affect waist-coats of cloth, or silk, in 
patterns from jagged check of red on yellow to rich floral purple and 
black. Some have bow ties—the kind you tie. Umbrellas they now can 
handle, pipes they can keep alight—most of the time. But their elders 
smile; they have seen it all before.

What do these elders do? Let us not pretend that their time is 
always usefully employed. Some, with heroism that they alone under
stand, get muddy on the football field. The evenings they spend in a 
cheery tavern, slaking the thirst the afternoon produced. But they do 
battle for our good name with another place from time to time, and we 
must allow them this little latitude.

The interest of some others, as you might guess, centres on two—no, 
I nearly forgot, three colleges, the homes of our few undergraduettes. 
This is, some say, a manifestation of their youth. They generally grow 
up.

Some, we had better admit it, work. They wear rain-coats, belted, 
talk shop at the dinner table and think that Beethoven invented 
differential equations. You can see them, every morning and most 
afternoons, arriving five minutes early for every practical class or 
sitting in the library, writing furiously.

Then you ask—what do you do? Who set you up as Cambridge 
men with a capital C ? Ah yes, we realise our position; we discuss the 
universe of course and . . . well it’s hard to say and perhaps even 
wrong to try. Come up and learn for yourselves!

Besides, the mist is creeping in; there’s always time . . . time for 
the taking of toast and tea.

2. From  C. Cresswell (’44-’51), N ottingham  University.
I write to tell you something of the life at Nottingham University.
We are still busy trying to form a mental plan of our new biology 

block, at present a maze of corridors and laboratories whose walls echo 
to the sound of painters and bricklayers. This building is the beginning 
of the large extensions planned for the University. The next stage will 
be the completion of the Portland Building which will fulfil the 
long-required need of adequate common rooms and space for “society” 
headquarters.

There is an atmosphere of anxiety developing in the department as 
terminal examinations draw nearer, although comparatively few people 
are advised to change their career.

One of the highlights of the botany course, apart from examination 
results, is the field course held in June. This year we had an enjoyable 
time at Boston although the local people thought we were insane when 
they heard that we spent our time marking lines on the mud flats and
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then counting plants at two metre intervals along the lines. The 
working hours on field courses are fairly long, 9.00 a.m.—9.30 p.m., 
but there is no lack of entertainment. The eagerness with which we 
look forward to this is shown by the fact that in boring lectures our 
thoughts turn towards next year’s course.

One thing I have learned during my stay here is that no-one makes 
us work. When we want to go to the pictures for the third time in a 
week, it is the thought of sessional examinations which makes us 
change our mind!

3. From  P. R. Seed (’44-’51), B irm ingham  M edical School.
If, out of the 19 medical schools in England, you have chosen to, or 

are thinking of coming to Birmingham, the following account may be 
of interest.

Here, the Medical School is a building only 16 years old, forming 
with the neighbouring Queen Elizabeth Hospital, a Hospital Centre 
only a few hundred yards from the main body of the University in 
Edgbaston.

About a hundred students come up to the Medical School each year, 
and so many are the divisions of the course that by the end of it one has 
worked with, and made excellent friends with, the greater number of 
them. A little over one in every ten medical students are girls, one in 
twenty, foreigners, and on the average each year seems to have one 
Henry Mellish Old Boy. Thus, over the past few years we have had 
here Brian Purdy, Albert Martin, Ben Brittain, and more recently, 
Wallen, Phillips and Preston. Only a small proportion are sons or 
daughters of doctors.

The medical student is perhaps less fortunate than his fellows in the 
faculties of Arts and Science in that, after the first two years he receives 
no long vacations at all, taking off only what time he can spare to fit in 
with the course. This is amply offset, however, by the greater number 
of acquaintances he inevitably makes with his fellows, teachers and 
patients and a fascinating course of study.

After the first gruelling year of anatomy (with its monthly viva voce 
examinations) and a little less gruelling two terms of physiology, the 
study of clinical medicine begins and a wealth of interest is guaranteed. 
The teaching is provided in the several “teaching hospitals” scattered 
about the city together with formal lectures at the Medical School. As 
a result one may find oneself, for example, at the General Hospital in 
the City in the morning, at the Medical School in the afternoon, and 
at the Children’s Hospital studying pharmacy, in the evening. After 
doing six months’ medicine and six months’ surgery, students begin a 
series of “specials,” usually of three months’ duration, the highlight of 
which (unless it occurs at the same time as Finals, Part 1) is the three 
months in residence doing midwifery.
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4. From  B. Juffs (*45-’52), York Training College.

Three years ago, whilst still a Sixth-former at the Mellish, I decided 
I should like to enter the Teaching profession, and I was lucky enough 
to secure a place at St. John’s Training College, York.

After completing my National Service, I took up residence in the 
College, which stands just outside the mediaeval walls of the City of 
York and whose front view is dominated by York Minster. The main 
college block spans over a century in age and is built around a quadrangle 
which is very reminiscent of those of the ancient universities.

St John’s was originally a C. of E. foundation, but this does not 
mean that Anglicans alone are accepted by the College; there is a 
strong body of Non-Conformists in the College, and we all join together 
with our C. of E. friends in the morning assembly which is held in the 
beautiful college chapel.

The course is of two years’ duration and altogether there are about 
two hundred and twenty resident students in College. Our key words 
are “Responsibility and Freedom,” and as we students have a majority 
on all committees, we are largely responsible for formulating our own 
rules and regulations for conduct and discipline.

In spite of working at high pressure in our academic activities, we 
manage to compete with all the Universities and Training Colleges in 
the north of England at most of the usual games—Rugby and Associa
tion football, hockey, athletics, cricket, tennis and swimming; and play 
matches with local teams at table tennis and badminton.

The social life at College is not neglected. We have a Folk Dancing 
Society on Fridays, and a formal dance every Saturday night. To 
alleviate our bachelor austerity, young ladies from York are invited to 
attend these weekly functions, and I may add that a good time is 
enjoyed by all.

Apart from the academic work in College, we also go out to schools 
for periods of Teaching Practice. There we practise our craft and see 
for ourselves the problems and difficulties with which we shall probably 
be confronted when we start teaching in earnest; forewarned is fore
armed !

We have a fine set of tutors and a “fresher” soon becomes well 
acquainted with the eccentricities of such men as “Prinny”—The 
Reverend Principal, “Chris”—our beloved bachelor Vice-Principal, 
“George”—the stout musician, and “Joe”—the “Teacher of Teachers.”

Various societies visit neighbouring Ladies’ Colleges for debates and 
dances, and those outings are enjoyed by visitors and visited.

I am thoroughly enjoying my training, and would like to take this 
opportunity of recommending St. John’s to any pupil in the present 
Vth or Vlth form at the Mellish who does not intend to take a degree, 
but nevertheless is entertaining the idea of becoming a Schoolmaster. 
Come and do your training at St. John’s and I assure you, you’ll never 
regret it.
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5. From  J. M. Lee (’42-’50) and F. S. Ottrey (’41-’48).

THE FRENCH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM
In the eighteenth-century building at Sevres, which used to house 

the famous porcelain factory, and in which Madame de Pompadour, 
its patron, used to receive Louis XV, the French Ministry of Education 
have established an International Centre of Pedagogical Studies.

For eight years the London Institute of Education has been sending 
students to the Centre from London, Oxford and Reading for a 
fortnight’s course. By chance two Henry Mellish Old Boys met on 
this course in 1954, F. S. Ottrey from London and J. M. Lee from 
Oxford, and they have described as follows the two conflicting schemes 
of education practised in French schools.

/

(1) The Traditional Organisation o f the French Lycee.
The Napoleonic origin of the Lycees, which of all the types of 

French secondary school give the highest intellectual training and 
roughly correspond to English Grammar Schools, has left a traditional 
organisation which has military qualities. As Napoleon III emphasised, 
they were intended to educate officials loyal to the regime. Hours of 
work are usually long and for the boarders conditions of life are hard. 
In some boarding schools the first period begins at 7 a.m. and in the 
average town day school about 8.15 a.m. The majority of schools are 
single sex, for the principle of co-education is almost unknown in 
France. Even the primary schools are divided into “ecoles de garyons” 
and “ecoles de jeunes filles.”

Discipline is maintained not by prefects and members of the staff, 
but by “surveillants,” a class of people who relieve the “professeurs” 
or teachers of all routine administrative duties, like supervising the 
eating of dinner and keeping order in the class-rooms.

The “professeurs” are expected only to teach, and to be on the 
school premises only when they are actually teaching; otherwise they 
may go home and leave all the duties of school organisation to the 
“surveillants.” The French “professeur” has a more leisurely life than 
the English Schoolmaster, with time for personal research and travel. 
It is, therefore, extremely rare to find a Staff Common Room in a 
Lycee, because all the teachers leave as soon as they have finished their 
lessons.

The English visitor to a Lycee is always struck by the lack of uni
formity in the dress of the children. There is no school uniform— 
except the drab overalls which they wear to keep their clothes clean.

The youth usually wears shorts or baggy knee-breeches, like those of 
“L’eleve Flambard” in English school text-books. But of course since 
the Liberation by Americans, rubber-soled canvas shoes and wind 
cheaters are common. Also unusual to English eyes is the fact that 
compulsory games are rarely a part of the regular curriculum.

With no prefects, no Staff Common Room, no uniform and no
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compulsory games, it is not surprising that the Lycee does not possess 
an “esprit de corps” comparable with that of the English Grammar 
School. For the French, except within the Catholic Private School 
system, “the old school tie” means virtually nothing.

But throughout the course, in both the Classical and Modern 
streams, emphasis is laid on “culture generate,” with particular 
reference to French literature. The wide range of subjects in the 
syllabus is one of the most admirable features of the French system; it 
would terrify most English school-boys.

(2) “Les Classes Nouvelles.”
Since the war a new feature has appeared in many of the French 

Lycees, the so-called “classes nouvelles.” These classes were designed 
to adapt French traditional culture and learning to the needs of to-day. 
They cater only for the lower two or three forms in the Lycees and are 
famous for their use of activity methods. That they have come to stay 
is assured by the number of children now in them—there were over 
20,000 in 1952 and this total has certainly increased.

The child as an individual is the first consideration of the “classes 
nouvelles.” The teachers seem to know the child individually and they 
have weekly meetings to discuss his needs and they correlate their 
subjects for this purpose. Usually three topics are chosen during a 
year—broad general topics such as Clothing or Houses.

Last term the topic chosen in the first year by the “classe nouvelle” 
at the Lycee de Sevres was “houses.” Every lesson was based upon the 
house in one way or another. In history, children studied the evolution 
of the house from pre-historic times, through Hellenic, Roman and 
Byzantine styles to the present. The geographical work on the house 
started with the study of different types of houses in France; secondly 
the houses of other European countries were scrutinised and thirdly 
those of lands across the sea. Geography was correlated with handwork 
in which subject the children constructed a model village showing 
types of French houses. Art and music went hand in hand; an English 
girl in the class had interested her friends in Peter Pan, so the children 
composed a delightful little song about him and spent their art lessons 
designing a house for him. Of course the story of Peter Pan was read 
in English. Similarly in Mathematics the problems revolved around 
the house—the quantity of paint required to decorate the dining room, 
shopping and gardening problems. Natural Science was concerned 
with the physiology of domestic animals such as the cat and dog. Here 
again correlation with art was evidenced by a number of designs which 
featured cats, produced in art lessons. Even the classics did not escape 
orientation towards the house, for the first Latin sentences to be 
constructed were about villas, and the people and furnishings therein; 
in their native tongue they were studying “Lettres de mon Moulin.”

In this way the French are finding out the special aptitudes of each 
child, and have succeeded in producing children who are happy in 
their work, and eager to learn.
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(6) P alm  and Pine.
From  F. M usgrove (’34-’41).

The Colonial Service has its attractions for men of widely different 
aptitudes and temperaments; it has even, since the War, returned to 
favour with the intellectuals.

I have recently returned from a tour of service as an Education 
Officer in the Colonial Service in Uganda; the work for all officers of all 
branches, carried out for the welfare of the native peoples, is fascinating: 
it is work on the world’s margin, with few established precedents to 
guide. I worked mainly with the Banyoro, Banyankole and Batoro 
tribes in the Kingdoms of Toro and Ankole. But I knew well the 
mountain Bakonjo hoeing their potato patches on the steepest slopes of 
Ruwenzori; and the still more primitive Baamba in the forest glades of 
the Congo border, suspicious, elusive, bow-and-arrowed, eaters of 
snakes, fearful of the nocturnal Bachwezi—one-armed, one-eyed 
demons rising from the lakes (of whom the white men, emerging from 
the sea, are close cousins if not the very same). After half a century of 
European contact all these people count wealth in heads of cattle, 
regard any union as highly irregular if no bride-price has been paid, 
count a man poor if he has less than four wives to do his digging for 
him, bring rain with herbs and incantations, and suspect the white man 
of cannibalism. Even the fortunate minority which has been nurtured 
in a mission or government school and prepared for the Cambridge 
School Certificate examination, will obstinately believe—in spite of all 
they write to the contrary in the Geography Paper—that the earth is 
flat and the sky an inverted bowl, that demons rather than Newton’s 
laws of gravitation are the real determinants of the behaviour of 
inanimate objects—that rocks may bleed, cry out and even cause death 
to the disrespectful road-maker. A school prefect’s exceptional authority 
may be found to rest on his power to turn into a leopard at will.

Work with and for these people is rewarding, but can be exhausting, 
draining a man spiritually and emotionally dry; for they are dependent 
and demanding; we stand to them as mother-surrogates, to be ever 
giving, yet criticized for the gift. Peoples who formerly attributed 
all misfortunes, including natural death, to personal malice operating 
through witchcraft, have now an additional or alternative source of 
evil—the presence and activities of the white man: so that cattle diseases 
are blamed on the work of the veterinary department, personal ill- 
health on the compulsory innoculations carried out by white doctors, 
poverty on white “exploitation.” The white official needs uncommon 
patience, and understanding derived from an intimate knowledge of 
the people’s culture. He may then recognize their virtues, notably a 
strong sense of family and mutual obligation within the clan (so that 
fantastic sacrifices, virtually unknown in post-war England, are made 
to raise school fees for promising youngsters: a man will pay £15ayear 
for his son or nephew out of his total money-income of £35 or so).

But it is the little things that become irksome after prolonged
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residence: the white ants consuming walls and furniture, the boiling 
and filtering of water, the unsuspected snake under the sideboard; 
jiggers festering beneath the toe nail; the roads without surface and the 
twelve hour drive (once in three months, perhaps) through swamp and 
jungle to the nearest town. Nerves become a little taut through the 
persistently high humidity, the circumscribed social life restricted to 
half a dozen white officials and their families, and the personal 
eccentricities induced by life at five or six thousand feet above sea level.

But if you have a zest for service, a desire for six servants—which 
you must have willy-nilly, no matter how many their breakages and 
unorthodox their cooking; and if, most important of all, you have a 
wife or prospective wife who can be converted not simply to lukewarm 
acceptance but to a burning zeal for the life—then the Union Castle 
Line may yet provide you with a delectable transit between two 
civilizations.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
THE SCHOOL’S SILVER JUBILEE 

I
Well I remember my first day 

Within this institution;
The loud cries of, “Fag there, hey !”

To wreck my constitution.

A quarter of a century 
Has quickly passed away,

Since Mellish, that historic day,
Was opened for the fray !

I wonder what it felt like 
To be amongst the few

Who started our tradition—
Which is now upheld by YOU !

It is only very young yet,
But perhaps some future day,

When Mellish is world-famous,
You’ll be proud to say:

“7 attended that school 
And a fine place it is too.

And always I’ll remember 
The things we used to do.”

So keep it up, you fellows !
And, as you go your way,

You’ll find the Henry Mellish soon
Is FIFTY years today. K.J.D. {IVa Sc.)
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She stands serene in her well-earned fame.
This gallant, old school of ours.
What things she has seen in these twenty-five years,
And all these crowded hours!

How many boys have passed through her hands ?
How many boys has she raised to men ?
Countless numbers, but still yet,
She’s prepared to do it again.

And now, her twenty-fifth year has come.
And her anniversary is here.
And I trust that this gallant, old school of ours.
Will prosper for many a year.

K.J.S. (Illb)

II

“THEIR HOMELY J O Y S ............. ”

The scent of woodsmoke on a summer’s eve;
The white tents dotted round the hill’s green top ;
The bear-like badger slow his sett to leave;
The woodside field where white-tailed rabbits hop;

The corn-gold fields; the homeward plodding team;
The smell of fresh-cut grass just after rain;
The glowing oil-lamp hanging from the beam;
The sound of threshing, and the high-stacked wain;

The grey stone church that nestles midst the trees;
The spring dawn-chorus greeting a new day;
The russet leaves, scattered by autumn breeze;
The joys of Christmas, making all men gay;

The dainty tracery of a frosted birch;
The crunch beneath the feet of soft, new snow;
The singing of the choir inside the church—
These are the joys which year by year we know.

G.C.H. (VI  U.A .)

THE H APPIEST DAYS OF YOUR LIFE

Schooldays they say are the best in life.
But to me who am in the thick of ’em.
They seem just a mixture of homework and strife, 
And worse if  you haven’t the trick of ’em.
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The prefects are certainly rather too bad.
And I get entirely sick of ’em,
With lines and detentions driving you mad.
And hind-quarters aware of the kick of ’em.

Worse things of course there may be than this.
But for me I just now cannot write of ’em.
Till I’m older and wiser and hoary of head.
There’s no chance I’ll be liking the bite of ’em.

G.S. (IVa Sc.)

S U P P O R T E R S !

The greatest game in the world today 
Is watching other people play:
Supporters turn out in wind and rain 
To watch their heroes play again.

They show their support in dilferent ways:
There’s he who by the fire stays.
If  his favourite team is rather poor 
And if the forwards cannot score.

Then there’s the man who does not seem 
To find any weakness in his team.
So when they lose an easy home game,
The referee gets all the blame.

Thirdly there’s he who goes along 
To criticise a player doing wrong;
The poor man’s errors he greets with jeers 
So when the man scores he’s earned his cheers.

Then there’s the man who greets with howls 
All the visitors’ dirty fouls.
But when his own side does the same 
He says, “ It’s only part of the game.”

G.N. (IVa Sc.)

SUNDAY
Sunday to all intents and purposes should be a day of rest and religion, 

but I am afraid that all my religion consists of on a Sunday is watching 
the evening hymn programme on television which is the last programme 
on. I have to watch it because after the programme has finished, a 
clock face is shown and I have to see how much ours has gained, ready 
for Monday morning. Now I had better tell you what I do do.

My father is mechanic to a motor-cycle racer and most of our Sundays 
are spent on a bleak hill out in the wilds of one of the Midland counties.
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So, let us examine a typical Sunday.
My father and I rise with the paper lad at nine fifteen. We are due 

to meet our motor cyclist friend and his wife at half past nine in 
Nottingham but fortunately they belong to the same group as ourselves, 
so we all meet sometime after ten. Our friend is not one of those rich 
individuals who can afford vans to take their bikes there, so, like a 
great many others, he rides it there with his wife on the pillion. My 
father and I ride in our car, which also houses the tools, the food, the 
petrol, the oil, the macs, the numbers and other things. Our des
tination this week is Draycott-in-the Clay, near Burton-upon-Trent. 
Usually we have one or two stops for fixing the silencer on (which 
always falls off) and putting the number plate on (which also falls off). 
But eventually we arrive at our destination. I should explain that the 
kind of racing we go to is known as Scrambling. The course goes 
through mud and water, up hill and down dale, generally getting rider 
and machine covered with mud. After ploughing our way through 
mud we come to what is known in the trade as the “pits” . All it 
consists of is a rope-off area around some trees. We pick a tree and 
strip the bike down for action. He has entered for all six races and 
that means today he comes last six times. He is not very good and he 
generally falls off but it is all good fun and we don’t mind because it 
is not we who are getting covered with mud.

Then after it’s all over and we have eaten the last sandwich and 
drunk the last drop of tea we pack up ready for home where I have a 
big tea and settle down to do the homework which I had completely 
forgotten during the day’s excitement.

S.W. (IVb)

ROMEO AND JULIET
When all was peace and quiet,
And no-one was about,
There’d suddenly be a tremendous row 
And fighting would break out.

The Montagues and Capulets 
Were responsible for this,
And the folk would gather round 
To see what was amiss.

Romeo one day had nought to do.
So wandered down a street;
He came upon a Capulet dance,
Where Juliet he did meet.

Mercutio, fighting, met his death,
And revenge was in Romeo’s heart;
He killed his best friend’s murderer, 
But was banished for his part.
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Juliet then to Lawrence went 
And saw him in his cell;
He gave to her a powerful drug,
Which pleased her very well.

Juliet took the tragic drink,
And lay down on her bed.
They put her in the family vault,
For to all she then seemed dead;

When Romeo heard of Juliet’s death,
She who was his wife,
He hurried back to Verona—
He cared no more for life.

There Romeo saw his mistress dead,
And killed himself with his sword;
Then Juliet woke and saw him dead,
And did the same—without a word.

The Montagues and the Capulets,
At once became good friends.
But sudden friendship, after feuds,
Past misdeeds never mends.

J.S. (IVb)

M URDER WILL O U T !

It was the usual station lounge with a bar in the far corner, presided 
over by the white-coated attendant dreamily drying glasses.

He made his way to a group standing near the bar. There was 
F/Lt. Tony Brookes and Sandy Williams, his navigator, a small chap— 
Flying Officer—always ready to exercise his quick wit. There was 
Bill Fleet, a rather sour F/Lt., never had much to say for himself but 
a good pilot—usually took a reconnaissance Mosquito—his ears always 
glowed red when he had had a little too much to drink. Taffy Evans 
stood between the last two—a young P/O., just twenty—a good lad, 
always ready to make the best of things—Jim’s own navigator.

“Where’s Lofty tonight ?” asked Jim, “ I’ve got those newspaper 
cuttings he was asking for.” Lofty was his room-mate. There was 
an uneasy silence—Tony volunteered:—

“’Fraid, ’fraid. Lofty’s bought it—today, old man—in the drink.” 
He finished, the smoke rose from his cigarette, his fingers twitched 
nervously.

The Station Commander broke the silence of that awkward moment. 
He had crossed to the group unnoticed.

“Tony, tell your chaps that you’re on special ops. tomorrow night,
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and I want you and Bill over at control.” He nodded towards Jim. 
Then he crossed to the bar; tension snapped.

Conversation flowed easily once again. Eventually the group 
broke up, first Bill, then Sandy, and Jim soon followed.

He made his way round the giant black forms of the hangars, past 
the poplars which ran the length of the hangars. Little groups of 
leaves lay on the ground in puddles of water, dead, rotting—he thought 
of Lofty and his crew, dead, rotting.

At the officers’ block he mounted the stairs to his room, singly, not 
in threes as usual. He walked along the corridor, slowly, to his room 
at the end—his room now, no longer his and Lofty’s. He pushed 
open the door, then stopped! Bill Fleet, was there, crouched down 
at the locker between the beds.

“What the hell are you doing here ?” He was in no mood for fooling.
Fleet swung round, obviously startled: he collected his wits.
“Wha’s tha’, ol’ man ?” he stammered. “You wan’ su’thin’ ?”
“What are you doing in my room ?”
“Your room ? O h ! I shay ! I ’m dre’fully shorry, ol’ m an!” 

He stood up unsteadily.
“Oh, my God, F leet! Get o u t!” He flopped on the corner of the 

bed.
“Ash you shay, Jim Daly boy.” He went out, slamming the door 

whistling “Nellie Dean” .
Jim lay full length on the bed, and thought. He thought again of 

Lofty; he had had a girl in London; he had a gold locket containing 
her photograph. He used to take it with him on ops., a sort of mascot, 
until she was killed in an air-raid. After that he had left it hanging on 
a hook inside the locker. Jim remembered something he had s a id -  
something about that locket—“ See my mother gets it Jim, if—” He 
rolled over into a sitting position on the bed, and stooped to the cup
board. He pulled the door open a n d .................it wasn’t there ! It
had gone ! Where was it ? It was always there ! F leet! F leet!
He had been messing about there ! He made towards the door___and
stopped. Perhaps Lofty had started taking it on ops again. It could 
wait until the morning.

The rain pattered against the huge glass panels of the control tower. 
The last of the giant bombers had been brought in, the last of those 
that were coming back. Tony Brookes was not coming back.

Jim Daly walked slowly down the corridor towards his room. 
Tomorrow he would have to fly out over Germany on a photo
reconnaissance, to find out what damage had been 'done today. Would
he be next ? Would h e ................ ; he glanced into Tony’s room, and
stopped. There was Fleet, in the same position as before, bent over
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the locker. Quickly recovering from his initial shock, he went on 
silently to his own room and carefully closed the door. He sat on the
edge of the bed. What was Fleet up to ? Was h e ............ ? No ! he
wouldn’t do th a t!

The Mosquito trembled under the power of its two mighty engines. 
Two aircraft were to make this trip. A few yards from his port wing- 
tip he could see the leader’s, Fleet’s, aircraft straining against the 
chocks.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Holland looked strange from 40,000 ft. In the Mosquito alongside 
he could see Fleet’s head and shoulders. Fleet seemed to sense the 
stare, and glanced across and waved. Jim returned the wave, perhaps 
not whole-heartedly.

F leet! What should he do about Fleet ? The high altitude seemed 
to clear his head. He thought over the man’s past. He remembered 
that the fellow had been conspicuous in the “ Stop the War” move
ments. He pondered over this fact. Could it b e ............ ? anyway he
decided he would have to report the whole matter when he got back. 
Yes, there was nothing else for i t !

His thoughts were broken by the order to lose altitude.
The altimeter needle dropped back. Then the cloud blanket 

absorbed them. The vapour swirled past the perspex. The two 
men stared at the instruments in concentration; down, down, down!

Suddenly the cloud let go its clammy grip. The gaze of the pilot 
flashed to the countryside below: yes, they were just south of the target. 
He grinned his approval to the navigator. Then the flak came curling 
up, light and accurate; and the tracer, glittering evilly. “Not much,” 
they had said at briefing;..........ha ! . . . .  ha !

T h en ........ crump ! The aircraft lurched; a pair of dividers skidded
across the cabin. Then all was silent again, except for the other 
muffled explosions; all was the same—except for a six-inch hole in the 
port w ing!

“Red One to Red Two, I’m going i n .............now !”
The aircraft ahead dropped a wing and swept towards the target 

in a graceful curve. Another series of flak positions opened up its 
barrage; they must have been waiting, waiting like a cat ready to spring 
and surprise its prey. The plane was caught in the middle of the storm.

The two men in the second aircraft following a thousand yards or 
so behind watched with frozen features. The plane reared up on its 
tail; both engines stopped dead; the propellers didn’t even windmill. 
Then it flopped forwards and slowly, slowly, spun earthwards.

“Red One, Fleet, for God’s sake, man, bale o u t!”
The Mosquito telescoped into the corner of a field, by a leafless
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tree. The whole of the port wing bounced into the air; then it dropped 
back to be absorbed by the flames.

The remaining aircraft flew straight on, over the target. The enemy 
gun crews must have been congratulating themselves. The pilot 
pushed the throttles full forward, and eased the “stick” back. In 
seconds they were in the safety of the clouds.

For Fleet the war had stopped. No need to see the C.O. now !
R.H. (F /U .S c .)
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Careers in the Coal Industry.—Modern Coalmining is very 
largely a new industry. More accurately, it is an old and vital 
industry which is being reconstructed to serve the present and future 
needs of the nation. While other forms of energy will help, the main 
source of power in the foreseeable future will continue to be coal.

Technical Careers.—Many well-paid and absorbing jobs are 
available and the Coal Board are ready to train you for them, either 
through a University Scholarship or—if you prefer to earn and learn 
at the same time—by taking you into the industry straight from 
school and providing technical training without loss of pay.

University Scholarships.—Highly-trained mining engineers are 
urgently needed. The National Coal Board offer a hundred 
University Scholarships a year : most are in Mining Engineering, 
but some are available in Mechanical, Electrical and Chemical 
Engineering and in Fuel Technology. They are worth about the 
same as State Scholarships and successful candidates receive them 
in full—parents’ financial position makes no difference to the value 
of the awards.

Practical Training.-—When you have qualified—either through 
the University or through technical college while working—you are 
eligible for a two or three year course under the Coal Board’s 
management training scheme. Each trainee has a course mapped 
out for him personally and a senior engineer gives him individual 
supervision. If you come in to the industry on the mining 
engineering side, you have a very good chance of becoming, between 
the ages of 25 and 30, a colliery undermanager at a salary between 
£900 and £1,200 a year—or even a colliery manager with a salary in 
the range £950 to £1650.

Other Careers.—There are also good careers in the Board’s 
Scientific Department and in administrative posts. Young men 
and women of good educational standard (who have preferably 
spent some time in the sixth form or have attended a university) 
are also needed in such fields as marketing, finance and labour 
relations.
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