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MR G. E. GOODALL
1912-1929, Hucknall County Secondary School
1929-1954, The Henry Mellish Grammar School
Since 1937, Member of Hucknall U.D.C; Chairman, 1938-1941;
Since 1939, Justice of the Peace
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EDITORIAL
Perhaps it is because the School’s approaching Silver Jubilee has 

so often been a topic of conversation among us, or perhaps it is because 
anniversary celebrations of this and that—the Royal Society of Arts ; 
the Battle of Blenheim ; R.A.D.A.—have occurred almost weekly ; 
but there certainly seems something abroad in the world quickening 
one’s historical senses and making one feel conscious of the tremendously 
different conditions prevailing today, compared with those of a hundred 
years ago.

Instead of seeing the ‘Supermarine Swift’ flash overhead and the 
latest Sports Model speed down the road, a century ago we should 
have heard the ‘clip-clop’ of horses and the whirr of coach wheels. 
Instead of seeing ‘Bee-bop’ and ‘the Creep’ danced in modern dance- 
halls, we should have witnessed the gay swing of ‘the Lancers’ and 
the stately lilt of an old-fashioned Waltz in Assembly Rooms. Also 
we are reminded that schools were very few and far between and an 
education was only available to those who could afford to go to a 
church school or to one of our traditional, long-established institutions.

Instead of Sir Winston Churchill, the Hon. R. A. Butler and Mr. 
Anthony Eden occupying the principal positions of the Government 
we should have Lord Aberdeen, William Ewart Gladstone and Lord 
John Russell. Factory Acts and Poor Law legislation would be among 
the chief topics of Parliamentary discussion and the idea of a possible 
public education was only just being cogitated. The lower classes of 
society were enjoying the Social Reforms inaugurated by the noble 
Lord, Lord Shaftesbury, who was then, among other things, striving 
to better the lot of boy chimney-sweeps and whose fervent efforts in 
this sphere resulted in the boys’ suffering the schoolmasters’ whip 
in their part-time education instead of the cuts and bruises caused by 
the awkward chimneys and the cruelty of their masters.

Those days are now long past and their record forms an enthralling 
chapter in our history books. Social ills have gone, their death-blow 
delivered, ironically enough, by the National Health Service.

What, then, can we expect in the next hundred years ? Is it the 
H-bomb or the ‘Flying Saucers’ or are we apprehensive of more 
advanced nuclear physics ?—Quodcunque est, est videndum !—Can we 
agree with science-fiction—and Fred Hoyle—that inter-planetary 
travel will then be common ? We cannot help but feel that the Golden 
Age of Progress is before us. How encouragingly Lord Tennyson, 
who foresaw the development of railways and aeroplanes a hundred 
years ago, reminds us—

“Yet all experience is an arch wherethro’
Gleams that untravelled world . . . ” 

and how hearteningly Robert Browning urges us forward—
“Greet the unseen with a cheer ! ”

Nil desperandum ; sursum corda ! A.O.



Four THE CENTAUR

SCHOOL OFFICIALS
School Captain: 
Vice-Captain: 
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

House Captains:

D. M. Jackson.
B. Scott.
A. C. Antcliff, M. S. Bridges, M. J. Buxton, 
J. E. Hackett, H. Hardy, D. A. Noon, A. Odams,
C. D. Smith, P. Smith, M. J. Woodcock.
B. J. Arthur, W. Barnes, V. J. Budgen, H. 
Drabble, W. Hastings, M. E. Hatcher, G. E. 
King, J. T. King, P. H. Leggetter, D. F. Leigh, 
M. A. Murden, R. V. Newton, J. I. Palmer, 
R. G. Pollitt, D. O. Riley, W. M. Rose, D. 
Shipley, M. Webster, J. M. Williams, D. G. 
Wilson.
Blue—P. H. Leggetter. Green—D. M. Jackson. 
Red—B. Scott. Yellow—M. S. Bridges.

SCHOOL NOTES
With this term the twenty-fifth year of the School’s existence is 

completed and in the next issue The Centaur will be able to report 
some of the celebrations held to commemorate this great occasion ; 
meanwhile we remind readers that thoughts prompted by this an
niversary, however expressed—in brief, at length, in prose, in verse— 
will be welcomed for inclusion in that number.

As indicated in the Spring term issue of The Centaur, details of 
Photographic, Literary and Art competitions will be announced in 
September. Prizes will be offered for photographs of architectural 
subjects, landscapes and portraits, for a Celebratory Ode on the 
School’s Silver Jubilee and for Cover Designs suitable for next term’s 
jubilee number of The Centaur and for pen and ink sketches of a more 
general nature. The closing date for all entries will be 31st October.

Our best wishes accompany Mr. Goodall this July to his retirement. 
He has served the School in so many capacities since he, too, came 
twenty-five years ago that, in the words of St. John, “if they should
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be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not 
contain the books that should be written.”

His latest activity—at least, the latest to come to our notice—was, 
on June 14th, a lesson to Form V Science on a Practical Background 
to Local Rates ; this lesson was broadcast to Forces Overseas in the 
War Office’s “Home Town” programme.

Also leaving us this July is Form Ig with its Form-master, Mr. 
H. F. Makins, after spending a year here until their new school, 
Carlton Le Willows Grammar School, should be ready to house them. 
We have been enriched by their stay, and that they do not leave 
without mixed feelings is reflected in a member’s forward-looking 
article to be found on a later page.

At the December Examinations for the General Certificate of 
Education, Ordinary Level, the following boys were successful:— 
A. C. Antcliff (1 subject), G. A. Auld (3), P. Brouard (1), J. F. Brown (1), 
J. M. Brownhill (1), M. S. Charvill (1), D. C. Flint (1), R. M. Greaves 
(1), H. Hardy (1), C. D. Harrison (1), P. R. Hill (1), B. T. Hodge (1), 
D. Johnson (2), J. T. King (1), D. J. Lidgett (3), D. J. Metcalf (1), 
M. A. Murden (1), K. S. Overton (1), R. G. Pollitt (1), J. A. Powell (1), 
W. M. Rose (1), M. G. Savage (1), J. G. Shopland (1), D. H. Walters 
(3), M. Webster (1).

The three one-guinea English prizes, Senior, Middle and Junior, 
awarded by the Dramatic Society, were won by J. E. Hackett (V I U.Sc.), 
A. Middleton (IV  A) and M. A. Hammett (II B). Extracts from 
Hackett’s essay are printed in this magazine.

Another addition to the prize list has been made recently by Mr. 
W. G. Ripley, of Stapleford ; he has provided means of establishing 
a prize for many years to come. The School is most grateful for such 
generosity.

We heartily congratulate Warrant Officer M. Murden on being 
among the twenty-five cadets selected from the British Isles to visit 
America as guests of the U.S. Air Force from 21st July to 15th August ; 
he and a cadet from Merchant Taylor’s School, Liverpool, are jointly 
in charge of the party.

Congratulations to Sergeant A. Antcliff also. As a result of his 
achievements in the School C.C.F., of a medical examination and of 
an interview with an Air Ministry selection board at Hornchurch, 
he has been granted one of the ninety-eight Flying Scholarships 
available for competition in the British Isles ; he goes to Derby on 
August 2nd to train for his Civil Pilot’s Licence.

In February the Royal Humane Society showed their appreciation 
of T. Hanna’s courageous action in bringing to shore a girl in difficulties 
in the sea at Mablethorpe ; they presented him with their certificate 
on vellum.

A. Odams was one of a party of nine hundred Sixth-Formers to 
visit Paris on a Ten-Day Cultural Holiday during the Easter Holidays.
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His time was spent on a practical course of French speaking and 
writing, lectures at La Sorbonne and educational visits to places of 
historical interest.

The School Sports were held on 2nd June when three records were 
broken by Brown (Senior Half Mile), Fenton (Middle 220 yards) 
and Wardle (Middle Javelin).

Several senior boys attended a conference held by the Student 
Christian Movement at the Manning School on 5 th February ; the 
subjects of the conference were “Christian Responsibility in the 
Welfare State” and “Christian Responsibility in Industrial Society” 
and the speakers were Mrs. Moira Symonds, a Lincoln City 
Councillor, and Mr. Victor B. Jones, an inspector of factories.

On 26th and 27th March, the Council for Education in World 
Citizenship held a conference in the School on “Anglo-American 
Relations” and wound up with a debate : That this House deplores 
the fact that Britain is in imminent danger of becoming an American 
satellite.

On the morning of May 12th the whole School met at the Carlton 
Cinema and saw the film version of Julius Caesar. The Fourth Forms 
had enjoyed the stage version at the Nottingham Playhouse in March.

Two other visits to the Playhouse have been made during the year— 
on 26th January to see The Berkeley Tragedy and on 18th May to see 
Badger's Green.

Two recent additions to school amenities are three hundred tubular- 
steel chairs and thirty-four tubular-steel art-desks ; the former 
render unnecessary the hiring of chairs specially coupled to conform 
to the Fire Service Regulations—a source of trouble and expense at 
play productions, public meetings, etc. ; the latter have been made to 
our own design and are adaptable to the latest methods of Art teaching.

The Natural History Society employed part of the Easter Holidays 
in constructing an open-air aquarium, and they look forward to stocking 
it during and after the Summer Holidays.

Two C.C.F. Camps are to be held during the Summer Holidays. 
The R.A.F. Section go to R.A.F. Thorney Island, near Chichester, 
23rd-30th July ; the Army Section, from 27th July to 4th August, 
will be at Gandale Camp in Yorkshire.

A ten-day tour of Belgium is being undertaken by a party of nineteen 
boys, with Mr. Marshall and Mr. Smith, from 26th July.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, McCandless, Goodall, Marshall, Smith, H. K. Butler and 
A. Odams.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines 
and apologise for possible omissions :—The Brunts Magazine, The 
Cestrefeldian, The Elizabethan, The Gong, The Granthamian, The 
Humphrey Perkins Chronicle, The Mitre, The Mundella Magazine, 
The Newtonian, The Novarcensian, The Nottinghamian, The West 
Bridgfordian, The Magazine of the Royal College, Ceylon.
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RETIREMENT OF MR. G. E. GOODALL
‘G.E.G.’ is retiring at the end of the term. He has seemed for so 

long a mathematical tribute to the eternal order of things that one feels 
aggrieved at this uprooting of the foundations. Few men ever become 
institutions; to do so demands qualities of character which not many 
possess, and an attribute of agelessness which makes the passage of time 
an irrelevance. This is true even in school-mastering where foibles 
so easily turn to legends, and eccentricities become the pride of Old 
Boys. It would, of course, be unjust to suggest that G.E.G’s par
ticular and personal blend of kindliness and genial ferocity is either a 
foible or an eccentricity; it has been for many generations of schoolboys 
too integral a part of a teacher to whom in the last resort clean shoes 
have been a true sign of inward grace, and good manners more im
portant even than Pythagorus. That, of course, is essentially in 
character, for whilst paying due regard to Mathematics as the real 
mover of the universe, he has been heard to confess that he was trained 
as a chemist who would rather have studied history and is, even so, 
perhaps at his most eloquent on the subject of The Minor Prophets. 
It is perhaps for this generosity of heart and outlook in an age of 
specialisation that his pupils and colleagues will think of him most 
warmly.

Some of his innumerable activities in and out of school are tabulated 
elsewhere. It should also be added to them that he has been known 
to stand umpire in Staff Matches, though with a myopic and abstracted 
indifference to the most heartrending L.B.W. appeals. We can only 
wish him, with all our hearts, (n +  1) years of happy activity in a 
retirement where 'n continues even larger and more positive.

‘G.E.G.’ has been an inimitable schoolmaster. He would ask 
for no better valediction.

VALETE
VI U.A. 
VI L.A. 
VI L.S.

Brouard, P.
Peck, R. Q., Walters, D. M.
Greaves, R. M.
Auld, G. A., Glover, J. B., Welbourne, C. M.
Brooks, M. J., Chambers, J., Lidgett, D. J., Pinkney, D. J., 
Holmes, R. K., Rees, P.
Sallis, A. E.
Evans, D. W.
Graham, C. A.

V A.
V S.
VC.
I l l  C.
I I C .
IB .

AVETE
IV  A. 
I l l  B. 
IB .

Rhodes, J. D.
Goodburn, J. G.
Graham, B., Smithson, C. J.
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CRICKET, 1954
The First XI, with only four members of last year’s team still at 

school, contained much inexperienced material, but soon settled down 
into a steady workmanlike combination. The bowlers, mainly 
Rippon, North and McTighe, have acquitted themselves well, bowling 
enthusiastically, if not always as accurately as might be desired. 
The batting has, as yet, not been seriously extended, and consequently 
the middle batting is still an unknown force. The fielding has always 
been of a high standard, and in this sphere, mention must be made of 
Worthington’s reliable wicket-keeping.

v. High Pavement G.S. (Away) 12th May Drawn
School: 80 for 6 zvkts. (Harrison 23 n.o.).
H. Pavement: 41 for 8 zvkts.
The School scored their runs slowly, but the High Pavement batsmen were 

never comfortable against the School’s bowlers, and we were deprived of 
victory by a downpour of rain.
v. King’s School, Grantham (Away) 15th May Won by 48 runs

School: 101 for 2 zvkts. (Jackson 50, Brozvnhill 26 n.o.).
King's: 53. (McTighe 3 zvkts. for 8).
The School again scored runs only very slowly, in icy conditions. Al

though the School bowlers were not very penetrative at first, they proved too 
strong for the Grantham batting.
v. Nottm. University ‘A’ (Home) 19th May Drawn

University: 78 for 7. (North 5 for 29).
School: 69 for 2. (Mr. Lezvis 28, Jackson 25 n.o.).
The University, tied down by some very steady bowling on the part of 

North, left the School insufficient time to knock off the required number of 
runs.
v. The Parents (Home) 22nd May Won by 5 runs

School: 101 for 1. (Jackson 57 n.o., Scott 29).
Parents: 96. (North 5 for 38, Godfrey 4 for 10.).
A light-hearted match, won by the School after a close finish, thus avenging 

their equally narrow defeat last year.
v. Loughborough G.S. (Away) 26th May Won by 8 wkts.

Loughborough: 49. (McTighe 6 for 10).
School: 50 for 2.
Loughborough, after being 25 for no wicket, collapsed against McTighe’s 

steady bowling. The School knocked off the required number of runs without 
difficulty.



SCHOOL UNIFORMS
FROM

D & P SCHOOL OUTFITTERS LTD.

IF you are in any doubt about 
choosing School uniforms for 
your boys, may we suggest 

that you come to D & P and 
talk the matter over.

You may rely on the advice 
that we give, for, after so many 
years experience in this specialised 
job we do know how to handle it.

For reliability and for sound 
value, note the address :•

D & P  SCHOOL 
OUTFITTERS 

LTD.
19/21 FRIAR LANE 

NOTTINGHAM
T el. 52077
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TELEPHONE: OFFICE - 85050

Stuart Wilson & Co Ltd
Directors: S. WILSON P. WILSON

Freckingham Street • Wholesale Market 
NOTTINGHAM

Telephone 46213

WHOLESALE FRUIT -
and VEGETABLE MERCHANTS

Suppliers to

SCHOOL KI TCHENS 
CANTEENS,  Etc.

Regd. Office & Warehouse:
BRIDGFORD ROAD • WEST BRIDGFORD ■ NOTTINGHAM
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Second XI

v. High Pavement (Home) 12th May 
H.P.: 75.
School: 51 for 9.

v. Loughborough G.S. (Home) 22nd May 
Loughborough: 69.
School: 48.

Colts. U nder 14 XI

v. Nottingham High School (Home) 22nd May 
N.H .S.: 89. (Beadsworth 4-20).
School 52.

v. Loughborough G.S. (Home) 26th May
Loughborough: 57. (Beadsworth 6-20), (Severn 4-16).
School: 38.

v. Queen Elizabeth’s, Mansfield (Away) 29th May
Lost by 4 runs.

Q.E.G.S.: 25. (Severn 5-6).
School: 21.

ATHLETICS
Though this year seems a ‘lean’ one compared with last year, as 

regards athletics, we are, neverthless, enjoying a fair number of 
successes.

The School relay-team this year (Brownhill, Hardy, Fenton, 
Whyman and Webster) is running very creditably, considering some 
of its rivals have been neighbouring ‘crack’ teams. In the Cuthbertson 
Cup at Mansfield (5th May) we finished 3rd as we did in the Mundella 
School’s invitation relay race (May 13th). In the Trivett Cup at 
West Bridgford we finished 4th in the final.

May 29th saw the Notts. A.A.A. Junior and Youth’s Champion
ships at Bilborough.

Hardy gained 1st place in the Junior Discus with a throw of 120 ft., 
and 2nd in the Junior Shot with 38 ft. 11 ins.

Brownhill was 1st in the Junior 220 yds. with a time of 23 secs., 
and 2nd in the Junior 100 yds.

Brown gained 3rd place in the Youths Mile in 4 mins. 51-5 secs. 
Ayscough was 2nd in the Youths Javelin, and 3rd in the Youths 

Discus event.
On the 2nd June our own School Sports were held ; if the 

performances here were in any way an indication of future successes 
then the School has real grounds for optimism.

Three new school records were broken—by Brown in the Senior 
880 yds. with a time of 2 mins. 10-2 secs. ; by Fenton in the Middle 
220 yds. (24-5 secs.) ; and by Wardle in the Middle Javelin (129 ft. 
5 ins.). Two records were also equalled : Brownhill equalled the

Drawn 

Lost by 21 runs

Lost by 37 runs 

Lost by 19 runs
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record in the Senior 100 yds. with a time of 10-1 secs. ; and Fenton 
in the Middle 100 yds. in 10-6 secs. The results are given below.

On June 19th were the County Schools’ Sports—some of the winners 
are to be rewarded by a place in the County team to compete at the 
All-England Schools Championships, this year held in Northumberland.

J.M.B.
SCHOOL SPORTS, 1954

Senior
100 yds.—1. Brownhill (G), 2 Hardy (R), 3 Whyman (B)—10-1 secs.
220 yds.—1 Brownhill (G), 2 Webster (G), 3 Barnes (R)—-23-5 secs.
440 yds.—1 Scott (R), 2 Savage (G), 3 Whyman (B)—57-9 secs.
880 yds.—1 Brown (Y), 2 Barnes (G), 3 Hodge (Y)—2 mins. 10-2 secs.*
1 mile—1 Brown (Y), 2 Hodge (Y), 3 Savage (G)—4 mins. 53 secs.
Discus—1 Hardy (R), 2 Hatcher (G), 3 Smith (R)—114 ft. 3| ins.
Shot—1 Hardy (R), 2 Buxton (G), 3 Smith (R)—38 ft. 7 ins.
Javelin—1 Ayscough (R), 2 Hatcher (G), 3 Godfrey (Y)—127 ft. 6 ins.
Relay (4 x 110 yds.)—1 Red, 2 Green, 3 Blue—49-2 secs.
Long Jump—1 Jackson (G), 2 Rippon (R), 3 Whyman (B)—17 ft. 6 ins. 
High Jump—1 Rippon (R), 2 Rose (G), 3 Budgen (Y)—5 ft. 0 ins.
Middle
100 yds.—1 Fenton (B), 2 Fisher (Y), 3 Mundy (R)—10-6 secs.
220 yds.—1 Fenton (B), 2 Beadsworth (G), 3 Albon (B)—24-8 secs.*
440 yds.—1 Gimson (R), 2 Burrows (R), 3 Taylor (G)—60-3 secs.
880 yds.—1 Royle (R), 2 Alexander (Y), 3 Purdy (G)—2 mins. 22 secs.
1 mile—1 Alexander (Y), 2 Royle (R), 3 Gimson (R)<—5 mins. 20 secs.
Long Jump—1 Purdy (G), 2 Jarvis (R), 3 Fenton (B)—18 ft.
High Jump—1 Haigh (R), 2 Pollard (G), 3 Cossons (G)—4 ft. 3 ins.
Javelin—1 Wardle (B), 2 Baylis (B), 3 Jarvis (R)—129 ft. 5 ins.*
Discus—1 Baylis (B), 2 Clifford (G), 3 Gimson (R)—118 ft. 7 ins.
Relay—1 Blue, 2 Red, 3 Yellow—49'9 secs.*
Shot—1 Jarvis (R), 2 Purdy (G), 3 Burrows (R)—31 ft. 9 ins.
Junior
100 yds.—1 Richardson (G), 2 Wright (B), 3 Williams (Y)—12-4 secs.
Shot—1 Green (R), 2 Richardson (G), 3 Walker (G)—36 ft. 10 ins.
Cricket Ball—-1 Rushforth (B), 2 Stoppard (R), 3 Wright (B)—203 ft. 0J ins. 
Long Jump—1 Onley (G), 2 Rushforth (B), 3 Allen (B)—14 ft. 3J ins.
High Jump—1 Rushforth (B), 2 Onley (G), 3 Stocks (Y)—4 ft. 2 ins.
Relay—1 Red, 2 Green, 3 Blue—58-5 secs.
Final Placings

Junior 1 Green, 15 pts. ; 2 Blue, 14 pts. ; 3 Red, 11 pts.
M iddle and Senior 1 Red, 66 pts. ; 2 Green, 57 pts. ; 3 Blue, 41 pts.

NOTTS. COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS
Some outstanding performances :—

Senior Boys 100 yds.—1st Brownhill (10-8 secs.).
Intermediate Boys 100 yds.—2nd Fenton (10’9 secs.).
Senior Boys 880 yds.—1st C. Barnes

—3rd D. Fawcett.
Intermediate Boys Mile—2nd J. Brown (4 mins. 52 secs.), Record.

3rd B. Hodge.
Senior Boys Relay—2nd
Intermediate Boys High Jump—4th D. Rippon (4ft. 10 ins.).
Junior Boys Long Jump—2nd B. Purdy (16 ft. 7J ins.).
Intermediate Boys Shot—4th B. Jarvis.
Intermediate Boys Discus—1st W. Barnes (120 ft. 10 ins.).
Senior Boys Discus—1st H. Hardy (119 ft. 10J ins.).
Intermediate Boys Javelin—4th R. Ayscough.
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SWIMMING, 1953-54
The Annual Swimming Sports were held this year at the end of 

the Spring term at, for the first time, the Noel Street Baths. The 
whole school was taken in three special buses and was easily and 
comfortably accommodated round the bath edge—much pleasanter 
conditions than we have been used to at the Northern Baths.

The bath itself is 330 yds. long, and this makes it impossible to 
compare the results with the shorter distances swum in previous years ; 
all this year’s events will therefore constitute school records. One 
event this year was quite new—the School Championship, 66§ yds., 
won by M. Smith.

The School has now formed a Swimming Club and by its activities 
it is hoped to be able to select a School team strong enough to compete 
against other schools.

SWIMMING SPORTS RESULTS
Senior
Free Style (2 lengths)—1 Smith (B), 2 Hatcher (G), 3 Spray (Y)—43-8 secs. 
Back (1 length)—1 Ayscough (R), 2 Greaves (G), 3 Odams (Y)—27-1 secs. 
Breast (1 length)—1 Hatcher (G), 2 Smith (B), 3 Brownhill (G)—25 secs. 
Diving—1 Greaves (G), 2 Smith (B), 3 Murfitt (Y).
Plunge—1 Drabble (R), 2 Shepherd (G), 3 Rawlings (Y).
Medley Relay—1 Green, 2 Yellow, 3 Red—71'6 secs.
Relay—1 Green, 2 Red, 3 Blue—86- 6secs.
Middle
Free Style (1 length)—1 Charles (R), 2 Jarvis (R), 3 Jones (Y)—21-2 secs. 
Back (1 length)—1 Charles (R), 2 Fox (R), Bayliss (B)—24-2 secs.
Breast (1 length)—1 Wilson (B), 2 Fisher (R), 3 Wilson (B)—30-5 secs. 
Diving—1 Bayliss (B), 2 Milns (R), 3 Ward (G).
Plunge—1 Fox (R), 2 Dearman (B), 3 Beadsworth (G).
Medley Relay—1 Red, 2 Blue, 3 Green—74-5 secs.
Relay—1 Red, 2 Green, 3 Blue—89-9 secs.
Junior
Free Stvle (1 length)— 1 Beebv (Y), 2 Walker (G), 3 Allen (B)—25-6 secs. 
Back—1 Whitehead (Y), 2 Allen (B), 3 Walker (G)—29-2 secs.
Breast—1 Hicks (G), 2 Weddle (R), 3 Stubbs (R)—33-9 secs.
Diving—1 Smith (G), 2 Rowlev (B), 3 Stubbs (R).
Plunge—1 Weddle (R), 2 Hardy (Y), 3 Smith (G).
Medley Relay—1 Yellow, 2 Green, 3 Blue—86 4 secs.
Relay—1 Yellow, 2 Blue, 3 Green—116-5 secs.

ROWING
First Four Second Four Third Four

Bow M. J. Woodcock M. Murden C. G. M. Rowland
2 J. I. Palmer A. E. Copley p. J. Brotherwood
3 M. W. Rose H. R. Beastall R. Holmes
Stroke A. C. Antcliff T. D. Sheppard R. T. Ayscough
Cox J. V. Rose S. Clark J. R. Mort

Early this year it seemed that the first four might turn out to be quite 
good, the second four to be very satisfactory, and the third a better 
third four than we have ever had before. All three were training
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conscientously for the Head of the Trent. Since the first and the 
second were doing a good deal of their work in the eight, particularly 
on Wednesday afternoons under the guidance of Mr. Booth, it was 
decided to give them a run in the Head of the Thames for Schools.

On Saturday, 13th March came the Head of the Trent, Schools 
Division. Nineteen crews were entered. Conditions were very bad, 
with an upstream wind and a very choppy surface. Our first crew, 
showing the watermanship which the adverse conditions demanded, 
finish first with a time of 11 minutes 4 2/5 seconds, 22 seconds faster 
than the next best crew. They were presented with the embroidered 
pennant for the fastest crew in the division. We must mention here 
the level-headed coxing of Robson, la, who, in spite of inexperience, 
had to come in at the last moment to cox the crew. The second four 
came sixth with a time of 11 minutes 34 seconds. The third crew 
were ninth in a time of 11 mins 43 3/5 seconds. Both these crews 
rowed well, and beat several school first crews.

The Head of the Thames for Schools was rowed on Tuesday, 16th 
March. There were 57 entries, including eights from some of the 
best rowing schools in the country. The water was rather choppy 
at the start, but over the rest of the course it was not too bad. We 
borrowed a boat, an excellent clinker named “Ham”, and also blades. 
Our crew rowed most satisfactorily in the unfamiliar conditions, 
keeping solidly together; we finished 24th in a time of 8 minutes 27 
seconds. Clark steered very well. Next year, with six of the eight 
still at school, we hope to do even better. Mention must be made here 
of the kindness of Thames R.C. who lent us the boat and blades, and 
in particular of Mr. H. W. Rushmere, who took charge of our crew 
and did much to minimise the effect of the unfamiliar conditions.

The results of other fixtures were as follows.
15th May. Burton Regatta—Maiden Fours
First Crew

Beat Loughborough B.C. 21. Lost to Leicester R.C. £1.
Second Crew

Beat Stourport B.C. 1£1. Lost to Burton Leander R.C. 21.
Owing to the illness of Rose, Smith was brought in at three in the first crew. 

The crew rowed well together, but lacked some of its previous pace.
22nd May. Nottingham Regatta
School Four (First Crew)

Beat High Pavement by ) length after a dead-heat.
Beat Nottingham High School 11.

Final
Lost to Priory School, Shrewsbury 31.

Maiden Four (Second Crew)
Beat Boston R.C. easily.
Lost to Loughborough College 3 feet.
The anti-flood precautions seem to have materially changed the flow of the 

Trent, with the result that the crew on the inside of the bend has a considerable 
advantage.

A new arrangement of the available men was tried, with Woodcock at three 
and Murden at bow in the first crew, Smith being at three in the second crew, 
while Beastall went to bow. Smith’s weight proved an advantage to the second 
crew7, while Murden’s greater experience enabled the first to achieve a higher 
rate of striking.



THE CENTAUR Thirteen

29th May. Butcher Cup for Maiden Oarsmen from Nottingham 
under the age of 21.

First Crew
Beat Mundella School 1 Jl.
Beat Nottingham Britannia R.C. 21.

Final
Beat Nottingham High School Jl.

Second Crew
Beat West Bridgford School 11.
Lost to Nottingham High School 11.
Both our crews were as at Nottingham Regatta. The final had to be 

postponed on account of the illness of the High School stroke. He did not 
recover in time for the final on 4th June, and a substitute rowed in his place.
7th June. Hereford Regatta—Maiden Eights

Beat University of Bristol, easily.
Beat King’s School, Chester, by f length after a dead-heat.

Final
Lost to Hannington R.C., Oxford, 1$1.
The two crews were combined, with Sheppard—stroke, Woodcock—7, 

Antcliff —6, Smith—5, Palmer—4, Beastall—3, Copley—2, Murden—bow, 
J. V. Rose, cox. This was the eight which went to London, except that Smith 
took the place of Rose, who was still not fit. In the final, owing to the draw 
and the dead-heat, we were rowing our fourth race. For our opponents, who 
had drawn a bye, it was only the second race of the day, and they began to draw 
steadily away after the half-way mark. The rowing of our eight was very 
creditable.

We are hoping to fulfil the rest of our programme without changes 
due to illness. On 7th July there will be the Jardine Cup at Notting
ham, on 16th July, the Spenser Cup for Nottingham Schools, and on 
14th July the Ball Cup, for Midlands Schools, at Evesham. We may 
also enter for one or two regattas.

The standard of rowing among the Nottingham schools is rising 
steadily, but it still falls short of that obtaining in several other places. 
The reasons for this are many and varied, but, boiled down, they 
amount to the fact that rowing demands a degree of specialisation, of 
sustained application, and of intensive coaching which is not easily 
attained, and which few other sports require. We commend this 
information particularly to the attention of our Fourth Form crews. 
They are rowing with admirable keenness at the moment. It is to be 
hoped that they will maintain this enthusiasm next year and the 
year after, when a competitive programme will demand real fitness 
and skill.

INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS
Antcliff Strong and determined, but must aim at greater relaxation and 

fluency.
Rose A long, smooth blade, inclined to shallowness. Timing good.
Palmer Very powerful finish, but often late when paddling.
Woodcock Neat and strong, but inclined to row the stroke in two pieces. 
Sheppard Smooth and powerful, but tends to snatch his finish under pressure. 
Beastall A strong worker; style spoilt by traces of “jolly-boat pulling”.
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Copley Smooth style; steadily gaining power; timing needs care.
Murden Has increased considerably in power. A lively and adaptable 

bow.
Smith Works strongly. Faults are snatching the finish and a sluggish 

recovery. Potentially very good.
Rose, J. V. Is gaining in confidence. Must learn to keep to his course even 

when crowded.
Clark, S. An exceptionally good cox.

This year we shall be losing Murden and Sheppard from the first eight, 
as well as several other members. We hope they will find it possible to keep 
up their rowing in the future.

COMBINED CADET FORCE NOTES
This term brings the Unit to the end of a most successful training 

year, during which even more activities were undertaken than before, 
in all Sections.

The Spring term training was brought to a fitting climax with 
the Annual Inspection which was carried out by Rear Admiral L. F. 
Durnford-Slater (Depty Controller Royal Navy), Lt.-Colonel J. 
Watson (G.S.O.I., H.Q., North Midland District), Wing Commander 
D. M. Taylor (H.Q., 64 N Group, R.A.F.) and Lieutenant M. S. 
Boissier, R.N. Blessed once again with a fine, if cold day, the 
Contingent, headed by a Guard of Honour from the R.A.F. Section, 
were very smart in turn-out and bearing and well deserved the 
complimentary remarks from all the inspecting officers.

Although the Summer term has not brought with it summer weather, 
all Sections have been able to carry out much of their training in the 
open air, which means that the practical experience, so essential in 
training, is being gained.

It is with regret that we receive the resignation of Mr. G. E. Goodall 
from the position of Hon. Treasurer. Mr. Goodall has not only acted 
as Treasurer to the Contingent but has always given the Unit his 
full support. We all wish him a long and happy retirement.

The Contingent also loses the services of Lieutenant H. Makins 
who has been Officer i/c the Army Section during the past year. 
His interest and work have been most helpful and are greatly ap
preciated. All ranks wish him every success at Carlton-Le-Willows 
and hope a new C.C.F. Contingent under his command will join 
this Unit at camps in the future.

Officers and cadets also thank the Senior N.C.O’s and Cadets who 
are leaving this term, for their interest, help and loyalty. Our very 
best wishes go with them.

Congratulations are due to W/O M. Murden on being selected for 
a visit to the U.S.A. and to Sgt. A. Antcliff on the award of a Flying 
Scholarship.
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C.C.F. INSPECTION 

AND MARCH PAST

By courtesy of “Nottingham, Guardian-Journal"
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NAVAL SECTION
During the Spring term half-term holiday thirteen cadets visited 

the engineering apprentice training establishment in H.M.S. Caledonia 
at Rosyth. An intensive training programme was arranged and carried 
out. Lectures, films, games and a visit to H.M.S. Artefax were all 
most instructive and enjoyable.

Annual training at Easter was carried out in H.M.S. Glory at 
Portsmouth. As this coincided with three Navy Days (when the tax
payer is allowed to see how some of his money is spent) many of the 
cadets found that their shoulder flashes did not prevent their enjoying 
the “arduous” tasks of acting as guards, sentries, etc., to the ship’s 
visitors.

The training included visits to H.M.S. Vanguard, H.M.S. Verulam 
and a submarine, as well as sailing a cutter in Portsmouth harbour.

The Section loses the services of two very old ‘hands’ this term, in 
A/P/O D. Wilson and L/S Pollitt. The Naval Section is most grateful 
to them for their help over several years.

, /  ' '< ' ' ‘J  % I
ARMY AND-BASIC SECTION

Owing to the bringingTorward to 15th July, 1954, of the Certificate 
A Examinations, the Army and Basic Sections have had little time for 
frivolities. Hard training has been carried out during the whole of the 
two terms. When the Ahnuari§spg£tion§”to’dk place the Army Section 
classroom training was put int&4 practice and the Section acquitted 
itself well in its Platoon in Attack Demonstration.

The two Sections also provided the ‘attacking force’ in a mock 
battle carried out by the Combined Contingent over a large area of 
the ‘forest’ near Worksop. The area known as Proteus Camp is ideal 
for such manoeuvres. The Officers and N.C.O’s of 350 (S.N.H.) 
Yeomanry, R.A. Regiment, provided transport and equipment (includ
ing a 7-2 Howitzer) for the Field Day and we are most grateful to them.
It is difficult to say whether the Henry Mellish C.C.F. Task Force 
gained their final objective (which was to capture the Heavy Artillery 
Battery defended by the Naval and R.A.F. Sections) but it is true to 
say that the Field Day was a great success both as enjoyment and as 
instruction.

R.A.F. SECTION
The Section’s strength of 57 has been maintained and with 12 

N.C.O’s and with over half the Section having passed their Proficiency, 
this is most satisfactory. Most, of the N.C.O’s have gained valuable 
experience in training the Basic* Section:-.,,,

The enthusiasm of the majority of the Section mSffa&
encouraging. The large number applying to attend gluling courses 
was far beyond the number of vacancies allotted. Eight-cadets were 
able to attend the courses and all obtained their A and B Certificates.
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Two cadets attended a Link Trainer course at R.A.F., Little 
Rissington, and it is hoped that they will soon be able to erect the 
Link Trainer and have it in operation.

It is very unfortunate that the two Field Days arranged have not 
been a great success. Last term’s visit to R.A.F., Swinderby, was 
spoiled by heavy rain and this term’s arrangements for 10th June 
coincided with the Queen’s Official Birthday and had therefore to be 
cancelled. This year’s Annual camp will be held on the South coast 
at R.A.F., Thorney Island, and it is hoped it will be blessed with good 
weather.

The Section, although envious of W/O M. Murden’s opportunity 
to visit the U.S.A., congratulate him on his selection and feel that his 
excellent, conscientious service is justly rewarded.

The high standard and keenness of cadets coming from the Basic 
Section is most marked and so, like all other Sections, the R.A.F. 
Section owes a great deal to the hard work and enthusiasm of B.S.M’s 
Lovett and Percy from 350 (S.N.H.) Yeomanry, R.A. Regiment, 
who have been a tower of strength again throughout the year.

FAREWELL !

Farewell to thee, Pythagoras;
We grieve to let thee go;
We’ll ne’er forget the theorems 
Learnt from thee long ago.

Thy voice no more shall echo 
Within these walls of ours 
But we trust that all thy future 
Be bright with sunny hours.

May the contents of thy pockets 
Which through the school are known—
Thy Meggezones, thy business-cards—
In other spheres be shown.

And whosoe’er succeeds thee—
One and all we beg—
May he in wit and kindliness 
Be another G.E.G.

G.N. (IVa)
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THE SCOUT TROOP
We are certainly on the up-grade, and, in the case of most of the 

Troop, enthusiasm, effort and achievement have not been so high for 
a considerable time as they are at present. The S.M. is not sure 
whether this is because of, or in spite of, the occasional threats and 
curses which he inflicts upon the Troop in general and Scouts in 
particular.

In the Bob-a-Job effort, held during Easter week, we earned over 
twelve pounds, more than double the amount required by Nottingham 
headquarters and I.H.Q. The excess went into Troop funds, and we 
have at the moment a fairly healthy financial account. It won’t last 
long, of course, because most of what is not spent on equipment will 
go towards subsidising the summer camp, which this year will be held 
at West Malvern, in Worcestershire.

One blot on our finances, we discover, is a bill for ten shillings and 
eightpence, to pay for damaged School windows. It is not quite as 
bad as it appears, however, for one pane was broken in an accident, 
and the other was broken deliberately when we found ourselves locked 
out of the Scout store and had to make an entry through the window.

The Seniors are active in a vague sort of way ; they announced 
one day that they were going to make a tent. For several months 
now they have been ceremoniously unrolling the canvas, adding a 
chalk mark here and there, shaking their heads sorrowfully and rolling 
it up again. Eventually we may find ourselves with a new tent, though 
nobody seems quite certain when that will be.

The Seniors and some others have visited Messrs. Furse, the electrical 
wholesalers and theatre electricians, where they saw a demonstration 
of stage lighting, and the Nottingham Guardian printing works, from 
which they came away with copies of the following day’s papers and 
quite a lot of the printing type in their pockets. They now want to 
go round Player’s factory, to see what they can pick up there, but are 
rather apprehensive of the proposed visit to the new County Police 
headquarters, in case the reverse takes place. Another visit which was 
undertaken was to Calverton colliery.

We have this year, despite the awkward weather, done more patrol 
camping than we have ever done in a single year before, and our regular 
site at Gedling has been put to very good use on many occasions, 
and a few of the Troop attended a Divisional camp near Hucknall 
shortly before Whitsun. Nor has bad weather ever seriously upset 
our camps yet, not even the Pigeon’s patrol camp, when it rained 
solidly for two days and slightly delayed the cooking.

In addition to the normal weekly meetings at School, and in addition 
to camps and visits, a few patrol hikes and a few Saturday all-day 
meetings have been held and good badge progress has been made.

Footnote :—The S.M. has written a book, to be published by Hodder 
and Stoughton next April, which the publishers say is very readable 
and rather amusing ! K . F . Ireland
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NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE VISITS
Last Tuesday my form and two other forms visited the Playhouse 

to see Badger's Green. Badger’s Green is a play about a country village 
where cricket is almost a religion and a business-man called Mr. 
Butler comes to the village to put a lot of new houses up, but the 
village people, led by the Doctor, the Major and Mr. Twigg, do not 
want them and at last Mr. Butler agrees not to build his houses there.

The Major played his part quite well but the playwright made him 
swear a bit too much. The Doctor I think should have been the most 
dignified person in the cast but I was inclined to laugh at him. It 
may have been the actor’s fault or the playwright’s fault, or he may not 
have meant to be dignified.

Mr. Twigg was very good. He gave me the impression of a man 
who always “puts his foot” into anything he does.

Dickie, the Doctor’s son, played well and he seemed to be the exact 
person for the part.

Mr. Butler was just right for the part ; He “soft-soaped” the Major 
and the Doctor very well.

Ginger, the nervous batsman, was not very natural. At first he 
seemed to be quite confident and then when it was time to go on the 
field to bat he over-acted his part.

Mr. Butler’s secretary was very efficient and seemed quite at home on 
the stage.

On the whole the actors did well, but occasionally there was a bad 
one. The play had a good story and was well written except for the 
few things which I have already mentioned.

C.L.C. (Ic)

“JULIUS CAESAR”

On entering Nottingham Playhouse to see Julius Caesar, we at 
once noticed that the curtains were drawn and the stage was set and 
although we were to see a Roman play it was set in the same manner 
as the Elizabethan stages of Shakespeare’s days. There was the fore
stage, meant to jut out into the audience, the twin side doors, the back 
curtain, the canopy and, lastly, the balcony which was to serve so many 
different purposes.

And so, before the play even began, everyone had a fair idea of what 
wras intended, that is, the play was to be produced as on an open 
Elizabethan stage. This surmise was found to be correct when the 
actors entered, dressed not in togas, with bared legs and thick, short 
swords but with thigh-length stockings and trunk-hose, with long- 
sleeved tunics and slim dress-swords.

The actors themselves, probably owing to the clothes, did not actually 
look or seem anything like Romans, especially “Caesar” , wrho wras tall, 
thin and weary, instead of short, stocky and vital. However, even

I
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with these setbacks the actors made a very good job of it, especially 
Mark Antony whom we generally considered the best of a good group.

Another striking thing in this play was that women, for once, didn’t 
play a major part but seemed included merely to relieve the monotony 
of male monopoly.

Clever use was made of the balcony; it served many purposes, among 
which were people’s windows, a chamber in the senate, a hill and a sort 
of stand for the orator, as in the case of Brutus’s speech.

A very stimulating production ! B.P. (IVa)

END OF TERM CONCERT
The Spring Term concert began with the Play Scene from Hamlet, 

acted by Form VI L.A. and preceded by a new prologue spoken by 
J. C. Bagworth intended to acquaint the audience with what had 
happened in Hamlet before our extract began.

Rehearsals had gradually licked the play into shape and with the 
help of costumes from the Nottingham Shakespearean Society; 
thrones concocted from old chairs; necklaces, recorders, mirrors and 
other properties lent by friends; and two old tin crowns from the 
Dramatic Store painted anew with gold paint, a show was put on which 
the actors thought must have been fairly successful, as it did not give 
rise to the hilarity which usually greets productions of extracts from 
Shakespearean tragedies.

The cast was as follows:—Hamlet (M. J. Buxton), Horatio (J. F. 
Brown), Claudius (W. Barnes), Queen (D. J. Alexander), Ophelia 
(M. S. Charvill), Polonius (P. R. Hill), Player King (R. G. Topliss), 
Player Queen (G. Spittal) and Lucianus (B. T. Hodge).

J.B. (VI L.A.)

II

Before presenting a play there are as a rule numerous things to do 
and the play Julius Caesar by Shakespeare presented by 3 c was no 
exception to this rule. The choice of actors was the first thing and there 
was plenty of competition for the parts, and even then it was not long 
before we had to change the parts round a bit.

The costumes were made out of blankets, sheets, bits of cloth, 
and odd bits from the dramatic store. For instance, I had an old curtain 
as a kind of cloak or toga. Socks were used as sandals and bracelets, 
brooches and other such things were worn by the rich men and nobles. 
We had great fun sorting out these various articles of clothing in the 
store. Radford, who played Julius Caesar, and Sherwood (Decius 
Brutus) busied themselves with the painting of the scenery to give a 
Roman background to the action.

At last the day arrived when we were to act our version of the play 
before an audience of critical boys. We all hustled down into the
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vestibule and commenced to change. This took about half-an-hour, 
with everyone running round fastening and pinning everyone else up.

In the dressing-room before the performance everybody was a little 
nervous. Then, the great moment came and before any of us realised 
what had happened it was all over.

On the whole the School, I think, enjoyed the play. I think also 
that in some parts they were greatly amused. As for instance, you 
should have heard them clap when Caesar was killed ; and how they 
shouted for us to come on again !

J.T.C., C.J.P., C.S. (IIIc)
The cast was as follows :—Brutus (C. J. Powell), Cassius (M. W. 

Price), Lucius (C. Smith), Guards (T. L. Hine and D. Hough), 
Artemidorus (R. J. Fawcett), Caesar (W. Radford), Antony (M. J. 
Fox), Decius Brutus (C. D. Sherwood), Metellus Cimber (A. H. 
Ward), Cinna (J. T . Cadogan), Casca (G. J. Thomas), Trebonius 
(P. Oakley), Citizens (F. W. Bull, G. Clark, R. A. Hawkins, D. W. 
Pauley, A. E. Pickersgill, G. Whitehead), Trumpeter (R. J. Akers).

I l l
A performance of Tubal Cain was given by the school choir between 

the form plays at the end of the Easter Term and again on Family 
Day. Thomas Dunhill’s setting of the well-known poem by Mackay 
is a broad, vigorous piece of writing admirably suited to boys’ voices. 
The choir maintained its boisterous rhythms and boldy attacked its 
furious climaxes, yet there was a pleasing contrast in the more reflective 
sections of the score. On both occasions the bass solo was sung by 
G. B. Murfitt of Va. The singers seemed to enjoy themselves and the 
audiences were most appreciative.

THE CHESS CLUB
Chairman: D. Johnson 
Secretary: R. Hayes
Treasurer: K. S. Overton

After necessary reorganisation of the committee the club has had a 
successful term, although interest so dwindled at the approach of 
warmer weather that it was considered advisable to reduce the number 
of meetings to three a week.

The first form tournament, which was started last term has been 
completed. The winner was M. Jackson of 1A, while P. A. Hayward 
also of 1A took second place and J. Davison of 1C was placed third.

The following are the results of the matches played during the year
by the Junior and Senior teams.

Junior Senior
v. Mundella Grammar School 3-3 Lost 6-0.
v. Nottingham Tech. Coll. Won 5-1. Won 4-2.
v. Nottingham High School Lost 2J-3i Lost4£-l£.
v. High Pavement Grammar School. 3-3. Lost 2J-3J
v. Ellis Secondary School. 3-3. R.H.
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THE LITERARY CLUB
This club, although it has been in existence only two terms, is 

certainly one of the most flourishing of the school institutions. It 
came into being as a result of a desire on the part of members of the 
Vlth Form to study modern literature, and since its inauguration it 
has provided a forum where views both sublime and ridiculous have 
been aired, all with equal gravity. In the Easter term, two plays, 
Journey's End by R. C. Sheriff and The Living Room by Graham 
Greene, were studied and discussed, followed by an enlightening and 
at times heated discourse by Mr. I. Stamper on “Why the Arts ?”

Jackson, the Chairman of the Club, then read to such members 
as were able to assimilate such a tremendous dose of ‘culture’ at one 
fell swoop, his views on the novels of Francois Mauriac.

After such strenuous intellectual activities, the Literary Club found 
the prospects of a less erudite termination to the year’s affairs, 
extremely invigorating, and the matter of an Annual Dinner is at present 
in the committee stage.

D.M.J.

THE MODEL AEROPLANE CLUB
The weather has not been too kind but when it has been calm enough 

enjoyable flying has taken place on Monday nights after school.
The majority of models are control-line stunters with powerful 

engines. Some of the more reckless members have used these in 
aerial combat.

The school field is not really big enough for free-flight models 
which insist on landing on or among surrounding buildings. One 
model in particular attempted to fly to Hucknall after being caught 
in a thermal. The owner claims that it was only the slipstream of a 
low-flying Canberra (full-size aircraft) which caused it to be brought 
down in Bulwell !

P.J.B.

THE MUSIC SOCIETY
The only symphony concert given in Nottingham this term was by 

the London Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by George Weldon. 
Although the programme consisted of popular works, the performance 
was much criticised and was not well received by members of the 
Society.

The concert opened with “Rhapsody Espana” by Chabrier and al
though the music had a distinctly Spanish flavour, it was not played 
with the vigour and zest that Chabrier intended. This was followed 
by an arrangement of J. S. Bach’s “ Sheep may safely graze” by Walton 
and all members agreed that much of the serenity and pastoral beauty 
of the original was lost; whether this was owing to the orchestration
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or to the performance was a debatable point. Cyril Smith was the 
soloist in Rachmaninoff’s Third Piano Concerto in D minor and 
judging by the perspiration on his brow found that this exacting work 
was made all the more difficult by the rather toneless piano.

The concert ended with a performance of the Sixth Symphony 
(“Pathetique”) by Tchaikovsky and although the first movement 
lacked inspiration the last three movements were well played. On 
the whole the concert was rather disappointing.

The society looks forward to another concert by the L.P.O. on July 
8th when Anatole Fistoulari conducts works by Berlioz, Mozart, 
Rachmaninoff and Beethoven.

Among the long playing records the school has acquired this term 
are Piano concertos by Beethoven (“Emperor”), Bartock (No. 3) 
and Prokofieff (No. 3 in C).

M.S.B.

THE MELLISH SOCIETY
Chairman: D. M. Jackson. Secretary: J. F. Brown.

Since Christmas, with a change of Secretaries, the Mellish Society 
has shed its Autumn term lethargy.

The previous constitution which had been lost was declared redundant 
at an Extra-Ordinary General Meeting on March Sth and a draft 
constitution drawn up by the secretary and chairman was adopted 
at this meeting.

On Monday, March 8th, Dr. D. S. R. Welland of Nottingham 
University, gave a talk on his experiences in the U.S.A. The talk 
was illustrated by slides and the meeting was considered very en
lightening and successful by the large audience present.

On Monday, March 29th, there was a meeting to discuss the pamphlet 
issued by the National Savings Committee entitled “The Budget” . 
Although the pamphlet did stimulate some interesting discussions 
and everyone agreed that the Chancellor would have a hard task to 
perform to please everybody the meeting was not considered a general 
success.

On Tuesday, March 9th, D. M. Jackson proposed and R. Toplis 
seconded the motion “that this house prefers peaches and cream to 
pancakes”. Jackson made a very eloquent speech for the motion and 
it was not surprising that the motion was carried by an overwhelming 
majority. J. F. Brown and M. R. Pokorny opposed the motion and 
M. S. Bridges took the chair.

So far this term only one meeting has been held owing to the illness 
of one of the prospective speakers and the proximity of examinations. 
But a very successful film show was held in the Biology Lab. on May 
18th when three films were shown, namely The Conquest of the Alps, 
Sun People and Animal Kingdom.
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A Mellish Society outing has been arranged for July 21st when 40 
members of Form VI will visit Birmingham Repertory Theatre to 
see Pericles, Prince of Tyre.

J.F.B

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Sec.: R. V. Newton Treas.: D. Johnson

Since the society’s re-inauguration in December, 1953, its activities 
have been many and varied and its membership has steadily increased 
and is now over sixty. Of the six general meetings held since Christmas, 
two were for film shows and the others for talks by Sixth-form members 
on varying aspects of Natural History.

Amongst other activities of the society during the past six months 
has been the construction of a new school pond. Several members 
from the Fifth and Sixth forms began work in March and the pond 
was completed during the Easter holidays. Since then it has been 
weathering to reduce the alkalinity of the cement. The pond was on 
show to parents on Family Day but unfortunately it was not possible 
to have it stocked for that occasion as the water still gave positive results 
to several alkalinity tests.

On Family Day the society’s activity took the form of a display in 
the Biology Laboratory of wild flowers and a collection of aquatic 
specimens. We were very gratified at the interest aroused amongst 
both parents and masters.

A ramble over Papplewick Moor in April was quite successful but a 
later outing to Burnt Stump Hill near Sherwood Lodge had to be 
cancelled because of rain.

Members’ subscription to the society is threepence per term and 
there is still room for more members.

R.V.N. VI(L.Sc.)

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
Chairman: Mr. S. Marshall 

Secretary: B. J. Arthur Treasurer: D. G. Wilson

We now have some more apparatus—a dish-warmer and a daylight 
loading developing tank. The tank saves us crawling into a little 
space about four feet square to load the spiral of the old tank, and the 
dish warmer keeps our dish of developer at a constant temperature, 
so eliminating the need to use a beaker and bunsen every ten minutes 
to speed up the rate of working in the darkroom.

Examinations have curtailed the activities of some of our senior 
members this term; but the darkroom has, as usual, been well used 
by the juniors. We hope to hold an exhibition in the near future.

B.J.A.
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HOUSE NOTES
BLUE HOUSE

Since the last issue of the Centaur, all the trophies except those for 
cricket, have been awarded. We have been successful only in junior 
Rugby; the team won every match. In Senior Rugby too we have 
seen an improvement and we now relinquish our former humble 
position to Red House. Our swimming has not come up to full 
expectations. Although we had the school swimming champion, 
M. Smith, and enthusiastic juniors, the House could do no better than 
come third.

Despite apparent lack of interest in the House, we did better than 
anticipated in Athletics. The juniors failed by one point to share the 
cup with Greens, and the middles and seniors put up a good show, 
particularly the middles, who were responsible for many of the records 
broken on Sports Day.

With the trophies so evenly distributed, the House Championship 
will depend on the results of the cricket matches. Blues must do their 
utmost to win both these cups.

Although the House has not distinguished itself to any great extent, 
there are definite signs, compared with previous years, that at last we 
are coming out of a bad patch and beginning to rise to our rightful 
place—at the top.

The following colours have been awarded this year:
Rugby. Senior. Fawcett, Alban, Bramley.

Junior. Coxon, Wallis, Radford.
Szcimming. Senior. M. Smith.

P.L.
GREEN HOUSE

At the time of writing, the fate of the Hurt Cup is still in doubt. 
Reds, by virtue of having won both the swimming and the athletic 
cups, are now leading the race for Cock House. Greens however 
having only very narrowly been beaten into second place in both these 
sports, are hanging closely behind Reds.

All now hinges on the two cricket cups. Both Senior and Junior 
teams have the material to win their respective cups, and retain the 
Hurt in the House.

D.M.J.
RED HOUSE

First of all, the House is to be congratulated on its achievements 
so far this term; in the Swimming we gained the Learning Cup and in 
the Athletic Sports the Clifton Cup. Hard work and co-operation, 
particularly amongst the Middles and Seniors, have brought their 
reward. Our successes were by no means easy and the ‘Sports’ 
have been very close, with Green House close on our tails.
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With only the House Cricket Matches to be played it is essential 
for us to be successful if we are to obtain the Hurt Cup. We have 
done well so far and we must not fail in the crucial matches.

YELLOW HOUSE
B.S.

Yellow House have had quite a successful year so far. The Senior 
Rugby Cup is ours after beating Blue House by 12 pts. to 8 pts. and 
we just lost the Junior Rugby Cup after an exciting match with Blue 
Juniors who beat us by 9 pts. to 8 pts.

Hearty congratulations to the Juniors who put up such a valiant 
effort in the Swimming Sports and obtained the highest number of 
points in the Junior championships ! The Seniors however were 
not too successful and the swimming wrent, deservedly, to Red House.

Although Sports Day this year did not bring a great deal of success 
to the House as a whole, several individuals excelled themselves.

We may look forward to greater successes in the Cricket Champion
ships which still have to be played. Owing to the fact that the Juniors 
have proved themselves outstanding in all fields of school sports we 
may expect greater success in the year to come.

M.S.B.

PARENT/STAFF ASSOCIATION
The Parent-Staff Association held three meetings during the 

Spring term. The first two debates with Brincliffe Parent-Staff 
Association, proved so successful that a “return” has been arranged, 
and this will be held in our own School. At the second meeting the 
attendance was poor, probably owing to the bad weather. This was a 
pity, for Mr. K. V. Bailey gave a very interesting account of the 
educational work of the B.B.C.

The Annual General Meeting on 31st March was fairly well attended.
During the Easter holidays, thirty-eight members and friends 

enjoyed an outing to the Shakespeare Theatre at Stratford-on-Avon, 
where they saw Othello.

Family Day this year was for the first time in its history marred by 
unkind weather. The cricket match was no doubt entertaining for the 
players, but few parents braved the cold winds to watch it ; they 
preferred to visit the Natural History Society’s Exhibition, or to 
join in the Whist Drive in the Art Room. The proceedings ended with 
a concert, the items of which were, without exception, warmly ap
preciated by the audience.

Next term’s activities will include talks at one meeting by tw7o 
members of the Staff and on November 18th a Careers Forum for 
which we have been fortunate in securing the services of Mr. D. S. 
Greensmith, Education and Training Officer of Boots Pure Drug Co., 
of Lt.-Col. C. E. A. Lane, the Rolls Royce Training Liaison Officer, of 
Mr. K. Walker (Textiles) and Dr. N. Potter, Fuel Technologist.

C.R.S.
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THE OLD BOYS’ SECTION
D. Lindley (’34-’42). To Dennis and Alma, congratulations on 

the birth of daughter Jane, 12th September, 1953.
F. A. Rowley (’31-’36) was married to Miss Beryl Buxton of Langley 

Mill on June 12th; congratulations and best wishes !
F. A. Rowley served in the Royal Artillery during the war and is at 

present a newsagent at Giltbrook; he is also a member of the Greasley 
Parish Council and past chairman.

J. M. Wolfe (’49-’51) joined the R.A.F. as an Administrative 
Apprentice in September, 1952 and has just completed his training 
at Hereford. He was one of the most outstanding apprentices on the 
course and was awarded an Air Ministry prize for gaining the highest 
education marks. Congratulations and best wishes for a successful 
service career.

F. E. Newton (’39-’44) has been a student at the Paton Congrega
tional College and on July 14th will be inducted at the Hucknall 
Congregational Church as its minister.

G. M. Hunt (’45-’51) was called up for service in the R.A.F. in 
January 1954 and is stationed at Barnton Quarry near Edinburgh.

P. A. Gardiner (’29-’37). Congratulations on his recent appoint
ment as Headmaster of Boreham Wood Grammar School, Herts.

D. T. Bowmar (’38-’41). The tragic death of David T. Bowmar 
took place on 12th May 1954 after a long illness, bravely borne. His 
earthly remains were cremated at Wilford Hill on 15th May and he 
leaves a widow and one child aged seventeen months. David saw 
foreign service with the Navy and was a loyal member of the Associa
tion. Everyone will join in offering deepest sympathy to his bereaved 
widow and parents.

A. E. Osborne (’43-’50). It is with deep sorrow, too, that we record 
the death of Arthur E. Osborne as the result of a flying accident in 
Norfolk on 21st January, 1954. We extend our deepest sympathy 
to his parents.

J. Fowkes (’29-’31). Also, our deepest sympathy is extended to 
Mrs. J. Fowkes, recently bereaved by the death of her husband John 
Fowkes.

A.G.M. 1954
The Annual General Meeting was held at the Central Tavern, 8th 

January, 1954. About twenty people attended, many welcome new 
faces among them. The main topic under A.O.B. was the Silver 
Jubilee of the School (which, of course, occurs in September, 1954) 
and the manner in which the O.B.A. could celebrate the event.
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It was unanimously decided to hold a Re-union Dinner on or near 
the anniversary date, and to show appreciation to the five founder 
members of the Staff who are still at the School.

The dinner has been accordingly arranged at the Elite Cinema 
Restaurant, Parliament Street, Nottingham, in the Jacobean 
Room on Saturday, 2nd October, 1954, commencing 6.30 for 
7.0 p.m., price 10/6; dress informal.

All Old Boys and past and present members of the Staff are invited 
to attend; entertainment will be laid on, and among our honoured 
guests, it is hoped to have Mr. T. O. Balk, M.C., M.A., the founder 
headmaster.

Over one thousand circulars have been sent out advertising the event 
and up to now the response has been moderate; it is up to all of us to 
make this event an outstanding one in the annals of the Old Boys’ 
Association, and everyone is implored to make a special effort to attend 
and to bring the event to the notice of any Old Boys who may not have 
heard of it.

Tickets can be obtained from the School Office (which is open 
during the holidays) or from the treasurer—

P. J. Ebling, 34, Hazel Grove, Mapperley, Nottingham. 
Tel. 62384.

AMENDMENT TO ASSOCIATION RULES
It was unanimously agreed at the A.G.M. that Rule 4 which deals 

with subscriptions, should be amended and be written as follows.

Rule 4
(a) The Annual Subscriptions, payable in advance on January 1st 

of each year, shall be as follows:—
(1) 6s. 6d., entitling the member to receive both issues of The 

Centaur.
(2) 5s. Od. entitling the member to receive the Winter issue only 

of The Centaur, in which News of Old Boys will be concentrated.

(b) Boys joining the Association on leaving School shall pay a 
first subscription of 4s. Od., which shall carry their membership 
through the following year, entitling them to all issues of The Centaur 
during that period, after which rule 4a applies.

(c) Members of the R.F.C. shall be accepted as members of the 
Association, but will not ordinarily be entitled to both issues of The 
Centaur.

Postal Orders and Cheques should be made payable to the Henry 
Mellish Old Boys’ Association and crossed. Subscriptions may be 
paid in advance for future years. If you prefer to pay your subscription 
through your Banking Account the necessary form can be obtained from 
the Treasurer.
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The Winter issue of The Centaur is usually published in January 
or February and consequently will be sent to members who have paid 
their subscriptions for the previous year.

Life Membership is still governed by Rule 5 which reads as follows:— 
“Life Membership (which shall admit to all the privileges of 

ordinary membership) may be effected by an inclusive payment of 
£3 3s.”

All members will in due course receive an amended copy of the 
rules.

SILVER JUBILEE NUMBER
The next issue of The Centaur will be the one to commemorate 

the Silver Jubilee of the School. All Old Boys are earnestly requested 
by the Secretary to forward to him any articles they wish to be published 
in this number. The Secretary’s address is :—

H. K. Butler, “Allington”, Westdale Crescent, Carlton, Nottm. 
Tel. 24-7317.

OLD BOYS’ DANCE
Because of the Silver Jubilee Dinner’s being held in October, only 

one dance will be held by the Old Boys at the School this year; the date 
is Saturday, 11th December, 1954.

H.K.B.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
THE SEVEN AGES: 1954

(Extracts from J. E. Hackett’s winning essay in the Dramatic Society's
Competition)

“At first the infant”
Babies are very much alike to all except their fond parents and 

admiring relatives. It is not till years later that it is discovered whether 
the child had a silver spoon or a nickel spatula in its mouth or grasped 
a slide-rule with its sticky paw.

“ The Whining Schoolboy”
The infant is later pushed out into the wild and dangerous world 

of primary school without even the services of a psychologist to guard 
against that terrible enemy—almost as feared as Communism in U.S.A. 
—maladjustment. On going through junior school there is a faint 
chance that from under the debris left by “free activity” (that wonder
ful new form of education) boys and girls may pick up a smattering of 
the three R’s. It is at the latter end of this stage that the silver-spoon- 
suckers are sorted from the rest and sent to private schools—now so 
unfortunately becoming encumbered by state-aided pupils of much
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lower intellect than their well-bred classmates. At the end of this 
second stage, the slide-rule graspers and spatula-suckers emerge from 
beneath piles of papyrus painted with hieroglyphics which would 
baffle Babylonians. These wondrous writings are known in “the 
trade” as Intelligence Tests.

“The Lover, sighing like furnace”
In the third or fourth form, the two sexes once again become aware 

of one another, this efficiently banishing all hope of work for the next 
eighteen months. However some four months before the advent of 
the General Certificate of Education exams, the least inebriated of 
the lovers start work. This breed often becomes known later as the 
Sixth Form.

“ The Soldier, full of strange oaths”
The vast majority leave school at this stage. They start training for 

their life’s work in order that the State may interrupt them by giving 
them the benefits of National Service, i.e., teaching them to do the 
easiest jobs in the most complicated way possible in the maximum 
time—thus producing a fine crop of Typical British Workmen.

“And then the Justice”
After this temporary set-back of a mere two years the youth is left 

in comparative peace to gain maturity from marriage, the neighbours 
and his own television set.

“The Slippered Pantaloon”
At middle age the man proceeds to take things easy and watch 

television at every opportunity, that is when 'not occupied by the 
pressing business of avoiding the income-tax collector or filling up 
football pools.

“Last stage of all—sans teeth, sans eyes”
The new seventh age has many advantages over its Shakespearian 

counterpart. It now enjoys the unsurpassed beauty of a National 
Health wig, artificial teeth and free spectacles; and how highly developed 
has become the brain of this glorious product of modern civilisation ! 
The combined forces of childhood, comics, blood and thunder stories, 
National Service jokes and, of course, the Great Television, have 
succeeded in producing a brain fully versed in dodging income tax 
and killing off one’s enemies by the newest, cheapest methods.

Everything is laid on, from the cradle to the grave !
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CO-EDUCATIONAL SCHOOLS

Having spent a year in the Henry Mellish Boys School, and now 
being on the verge of entering the Carlton Le Willows Co-Educational 
school, the above subject is beginning to occupy my mind.

Personally, I can see few advantages in these schools over single-sex 
schools, but I suppose there are some, and I will endeavour to find them. 
I will also commit to paper the disadvantages — which need no finding !

One advantage, according to adults, is the improvement (?) in man
ners due to contact with the girls—but I have seen more ill-mannered 
vixens than I have foxes. When young females are prompted to 
exercise good manners, it is generally to demand first choice at dinner, 
first choice of ink pots and so on. Therefore, I do not believe that 
girls are naturally well-mannered. Then again, what English code of 
manners does not favour girls ?

My Form Master will, no doubt, shortly after our transfer to Le 
Willows Grammar School, wisely nod his head and remark to the 
French Mistress how her girls have “tamed” us. Don’t you believe 
it—such “taming” is more superficial than lipstick or “sophistication” 
as some people like to call it.

However, I shall, maybe, be able to satisfy my curiosity over the 
so-called “Schoolgirl Complexion,” an expression used by such people 
as Pond’s Cream, Cusson’s Soaps and even Dunlopillo Mattresses ! 
There must be advertisement value in it somewhere but no girl I have 
met has had a complexion worth advertising.

Girls might of course be useful in school plays, but a girl producer 
has no understanding of boy actors, nor worst luck, vice versa. I have 
been in school plays ever since I started at Primary School, and know 
what it feels like to be taunted about my stage “sister” or “wife” a 
month after the show. I am sure any boy, except perhaps a Sixth 
Former, would sheer off a love scene if he could.

Boys can easily manage without the help of girls—I can, anyway, 
and as I am as obstinate as Gilbert Harding in saying that girls can 
go—er, keep clear of me, it looks as if I am in for a rough time from 
next September.

R.L.P. (Ig)
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THE BATTLE OF HASTINGS

Harold, King of the English, stood on the top of the hill,
And what he saw at the bottom was enough to make any man ill— 
Fifty-thousand Frenchmen, Normans, mostly, of course,
And there, to lead them to battle, was Duke William on his horse.

Harold looked back at his own weak band 
At the moment Duke William raised his hand;
At this signal the cavalry charged ! What a sight !
And that, my friends, was the start of the fight.

William, on horseback, seemed very tall.
And foes at the end of his sword would fall.
Harold, on the other hand, had no horse,
But he wielded his battleaxe with mighty force.

“William’s down ! William’s down ” a voice cried out,
And the whole of the cavalry turned about;
But William showed himself to his men,
And they all charged back again up the glen.

But William ordered his horsemen back—
He could not win with a cavalry attack—
He bade his archers, “Your arrows let fly !”
And, by chance, an arrow hit Harold in the eye.

Seeing that Harold was on his death-bed,
The English forsook their weapons and fled.
So William proclaimed himself king of the Land 
And 1066 was the date of this Stand.

P.S. (lib)

FLYING AEROPLANES HAVE LANDED
(An extract from the “New York Herald-Trombone”)

Mr. Hiram C. Fischberger, the well-known, wealthy, Miami 
psychiatrist told our special reporter today that he had actually seen 
one of the mysterious “Flying Aeroplanes.” He relates that he was 
standing about half a mile from Mt. Palomar Observatory when he 
heard a high-pitched whine and a “Flying Aeroplane” came from the 
clouds and landed near him. The object was cigar-shaped, silver- 
coloured, with two large appendages towards what was apprently the 
front of the machine, and three at the back, one of which was vertical. 
The main part of the body wfas about 40 ft. long and on the sides was 
a mysterious symbol consisting of a white star with two white lines on 
either side and the initials N.A.V.Y. in large, similarly coloured letters 
at the rear. When Mr. Fischberger glanced at the front of the machine, 
an unrecognizable being, clad in a weird kit, his face half-covered with 
a mask, emerged from the aperture.
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“Suddenly,” said Mr. Fischberger, “he turned, climbed into the 
machine, closed the transparent partition and, with a deafening roar, 
the machine lurched forward, gathering speed until it was in the air.

“ It then turned back towards me and climbed suddenly upwards 
into space.”

Later, Senator McCarthorse said he would examine Mr. Fischberger 
for Un-American activities. Fie said, “This man has been under
mining our internal security with his false rumours; he has been trying 
to hood-wink a respectable and sober-minded populace.” It was 
announced only three hours ago that Crunch, Ltd., makers of those 
beautiful crunchy-munchy biscuits, had bought four hours of television 
time to cover the hearing of the case.

K.S.O., J.A.P. (V I L.Sc.)

A TREE

I love to see the patience of a leafless tree
Waiting in quiet dignity
Till Spring shall set its greenness free.

I sometimes think just living ’neath the sky 
Has made it understand and drink 
Deeper wisdom than you or I.

It seems to know, deep-rooted in its heart 
That never-ending life shall flower 
And new Springs start.

P.T.T. (IVa)
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CRICKET

The bowler runs to bowl the ball,
The batsman’s standing tense;

He has a hope of knocking it 
Right over the boundary fence.

Spectators are standing all around,
Intent upon the match;

The fieldsmen are all crouching low,
Just waiting for a catch.

The bowler bowls a goodish ball—
The batsman’s out of luck 

And back to the pavilion goes;
He’s made another duck.

P.N.S. (Ila)

SPRING

The leather thudding against the willow 
Can once again be heard 
On yonder village green.
Migratory birds have returned to nest;
The swallow and the swift 
Again delight the onlooker.
The warblers,
Darting from bush to bush 
In the English woodland,
Delight the ear with their mellow song.
Hibernating trees awaken into life;
Buds begin to open;
Apple blossom catches the eye;
The horse chestnut displays its majesty.
“Oh ! to be in England 
Now that April’s there !”

D.M. (IVa)

SPRING

Spring is here with all its beauty,
Blossoms everywhere we go;
Scented breezes full of fragrance;
What a fairyland to know !

Magic carpets, full of petals,
What a picture to behold !
Happy laughter, children playing,
Bringing youth, and thoughts untold.
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I WONDER?

The chuckle of sparkling water under your bows; the clean, white, 
glistening foam of the bow wave racing across the rippling water till 
it reaches the lush, green, reed-covered banks of the river; the dancing 
wake disappearing behind you and the lively tug of the tiller on your 
arm as you sit dozing in the cock-pit; the pleasures of mooring up to 
the bank of the river when the sun begins to sink below the distant 
horizon, casting long shadows across the cool water and bathing the 
surrounding countryside with an exquisite golden light; of sinking to 
rest on a bunk in the dingy, cramped little cabin down below, with a 
flickering oil lamp casting weird shadows upon the bulkheads; of 
awakening early on a fine morning to the call of the coot or moorhen 
dabbling amongst the rushes; of setting sail once again to follow the 
winding river on its never-ending journey to the sea; and of seeing the 
white canvas billowing out above you as it is filled by the invisible 
wind !

All these joys are mine, I read in a Norfolk Broads guide book, if I 
decide to go cruising in a small boat on the Norfolk Broads.

But, alas ! I have never tasted, nor am I ever likely to taste, these 
exquisite delights.

D.G.W (IVa)

WISHING
I ’d like to live beside the sea,

To hear the angry roar 
When days are grey and winds are strong 

And sea-birds fly inshore.

Then, in the summer-time, I ’d go 
A-hunting round the rocks 

For shrimps and crabs, pebbles and shells 
To fill my treasure-box.

Then I would watch the ships go by 
And see their lights at night,

And hear the waves against the shore,
And the gulls cry in flight.

I ’d like to live beside the sea,
To swim and sail and fish;

I don’t suppose I ever shall
But it does no harm to wish !

A.D. {11a)
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THE SWALLOW

The swallow is a pretty bird,
He’s coloured cream and blue,
He flies so gaily through the trees,
His flight so straight and true.

The swallow has a nest to make,
His mate her eggs to lay.
The nest inside is made of hair,
The outside made of clay.

Tjie swallow now is busy—
Young birds he has to feed,
Catching insects on the wing 
And flying at great speed.

A month has passed,
His brood has grown.
Now we can say,
“The birds have flown”.

A.S. (Tc)
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