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1st CRICKET XI, 1953.

C. D. H arriso n , C. R. P h il l ip s , A. L ee , J . M . B r o w n h il l , B. S c o t t .
J. R. T w el ls , G. W. S m it h , P. D . W h eeler , M r . E.A. B u r n h a m , D. W. Jackson , I. C. A ld r ig e , P. Brouard

(Capt.) ( V-Capt).
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EDITORIAL
Recently the papers have been filled with reports of Peace Conferences 

and arrangements for further meetings in the near future. There have 
been the Bermuda Conference of Heads of Governments and the 
meeting of the Foreign Ministers in Paris, and hopes are held that the 
“Big Four” will meet early this year. Yet it is nine years since the 
Second World War ended ! Hopes that peace—if not prosperity— 
would follow are still unrealised. Yet not even then, apparently, was 
the world war-weary ; the Korean problem has not yet been settled, 
in spite of tremendous loss of life for many nations, whilst the 
seemingly eternal cold-war is always in evidence.

General Eisenhower has made a more heart-stirring and momentous 
appeal to the United Nations than ever before ; it is a practical appeal— 
that the whole world should pool its atomic knowledge and make good 
use of it for the betterment of mankind. So far nothing has come of 
this appeal—mutual suspicion makes for slow progress. One day it 
will be the aim of every state to live in friendly relations with its 
neighbour as it is man’s aim today; governments, in this respect, 
do not seem to represent the feelings of their people. We can only 
hope that this feeling of amicability will pervade all homes, thence 
all nations, and thence the world. Only then will the United Nations 
Organisation be supported sufficiently to ensure that the nations of 
the world will be able to live as “one family the wide world o’er.” 
Then only will vanish that obstacle in the path of education—National 
Service ! Not that we disagree with those who eulogise National Service 
for its toughening qualities, its disciplinary training and its assistance 
in character formation, but it is fundamentally wrong to take promising 
young men from their studies and thrust them into the rudely 
materialistic world. Such visionaries, such potential men of letters, 
are needed and they need opportunities to satisfy their curiosities— 
they have their philosophies to formulate. So we welcome these latest 
hopes of lasting peace—they may be the harbingers of the millenium 
for which Tennyson longed when he wrote :

“Ring in the nobler modes of life,
With sweeter manners, purer laws.”

—Or shall we, in the year 2054, still be wasting the precious years 
of Youth on National Service, while Premiers and Statesmen meet in 
Bermuda, Panmunjon, Yalta, Eldorado . . . . , planning for peoples 
whose governments dare not make a peaceful decision ? Rather let 
them follow Browning—“Trust God; . . . .  nor be afraid.”

C.D.S.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
School Captain:
Vice-Captain:
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

House Captains:

D. M. Jackson.
B. Scott.
A. C. Antcliff, M. S. Bridges, M. J. Buxton, 
J. E. Hackett, H. Hardy, D. A. Noon, A. Odams,
C. D. Smith, P. Smith, M. J. Woodcock.
B. J. Arthur, W. Barnes, V. J. Budgen, H. 
Drabble, W. Hastings, M. E. Hatcher, G. E. 
King, J. T. King, P. H. Leggetter, D. F. Leigh, 
M. A. Murden, R. V. Newton, J. I. Palmer, 
R. G. Pollitt, D. O. Riley, W. M. Rose, D. 
Shipley, M. Webster, J. M. Williams, D. G. 
Wilson.
Blue—P. H. Leggetter. Green—D. M. Jackson.
Red—B. Scott. ■ Yellow—M. S. Bridges.

SCHOOL NOTES
The School Year, 1953-54, began on September 8th with 569 boys, 

including 130 new boys, 30 of whom were the First Form of the new 
Carlton Grammar School, staying with us until the opening of the 
school in September, 1954.

We welcome to the Staff this year Mr. PI. F. Makins, Master of 
the Carlton G.S. boys, and Mr. H. E. Hadwen who replaces Mr. 
S. Buxcey; the latter’s move to Huddersfield was recorded in the 
last number of The Centaur. We are pleased to have with us also a 
new Assistant Fran9ais, Monsieur L. J. Koch.

Two further Staff changes are the retirement of Mr. A. Hobson 
after eleven years as Master in charge of Physical Training (a note of 
appreciation will be found on a later page), and the appointment to 
the position of Senior English Master at Tottenham Municipal High 
School of Mr. L. Bampton.

Mr. Bampton had been with us since September 1946 and we 
very much regret that, among other losses, there will in future be 
that of his original mind in our dramatic productions; his Twelfth 
Night on a replica of an Elizabethan stage and his Midsummer Night's
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Dream last year will ever remain impressed on our memories. We 
look forward to hearing of similar successes at Tottenham, and we 
wish him and his family every happiness there.

In his place we welcome Mr. J. R. Firth who comes to us from the 
Ravensdale Secondary School, Mansfield, where he was Senior English 
Master; and in Mr. Hobson’s place we welcome Mr. F. J. Sutherland 
from Trent Bridge Secondary Boys’ School.

We heartily congratulate the four boys, C. R. Ball, D. L. Bromhead, 
R. L. Fisher and P. R. Preston, who, on the results of the G.C.E. 
last July, were awarded State Scholarships. All four entered Birming
ham University last October—as did D. L. Lynas who, owing to illness, 
held his State Scholarship over from last year.

Sixteen County Major Scholarships were gained this year and were 
used as follows :—To Oxford University—J. Holt, K. Pickering; 
to Nottingham University—C. Cresswell, E. Dove, D. Ripley; to 
Notts. County Farm Institute—B. Henson; to Durham University— 
P. H. Ebling, R. A. Lomas, G. Rodmell; to Manchester University— 
R. A. Jackson; to Sheffield University—J. B. Williams.

The remainder—P. Hand, J. H. Morley, P. Schwarz, P. D. W heeler- 
are doing their National Service before taking up the Scholarships.

The Endowment Prize for the Fifth Form boy who obtained the best 
General Certificate of Education in 1953 was won by D. A. BarrowclifF; 
he gained the highest average mark in seven subjects at Ordinary Level.

Recent University successes of which we have received notice are 
as follows: At Oxford—W. J. Argyle (B.A. Hons. Modern History); 
at Cambridge—R. Waplington (B.A. Hons. English); at London— 
C. G. Cargill (B.Sc. General), P. G. Garvin (B.Pharm.), P. Makings 
(B.Sc. Geology, and A.R.C.S.), F. Ottrey (B.A. Hons. Geography); at 
Birmingham—B. Purdy (M.B., Ch.B., with Distinction in Paediatrics 
and Child Health), J. Ripley (B.D.S.); at Leicester—J. B. Smith (B.A. 
General); at Nottingham—K. A. Rushworth (Ll.B.); at Nottingham 
Technical College—A. C. Smith (B.Sc., Special Chemistry).

Cricket Colours for 1953 were awarded to Wheeler, P. D. (re-award), 
Jackson, D. M., Aldridge, I., Smith, G. W.

First XI Team Caps were awarded to Harrison, C. D., Phillips, C. R., 
Twells, R.

Wheeler, P. D., Scott, B., Smith, G. W., and Brouard, P. were 
selected for the County Grammar Schools Trial match and P. D. 
Wheeler played for the County XI v. Derbyshire G.S. and Notts. 
Club and Ground XI.

The following boys have been selected to play in the County 
Grammar Schools Rugby Trial match on the school field on 21st 
December:—Jackson, D. M., Smith, P., Brownhill, J. M. and 
Hammerton, B.

Parties of Fifth Form boys visited the following places in July, 
after the examinations :—County Cricket Ground, Trent Bridge, 
Theatre Royal, Boots Pure Drug Co. Ltd. (Beeston), James Shipstone
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&  Sons Ltd., Brewery, Bestwood Colliery (Training Centre), 
Ericsson Telephone Co. (Beeston), John Player &  Sons.

The School is most grateful for the permission, so willingly given, 
to make these visits and for the trouble taken to ensure that they were 
instructive to the boys.

Two school visits were made in 1953 to see the Stratford-upon- 
Avon Memorial Theatre Company—in August to Stratford to see 
King Lear and to London in October to see Antony and Cleopatra.

An impression of the visit to Paris, in July and August, of forty-eight 
boys and three masters has been gratefully accepted for inclusion in 
this number.

The Sixth Form was well represented at the meeting of the Council 
for Education in World Citizenship, held at West Bridgford G.S., 
on Friday and Saturday, 20th and 2lst November. The subject was 
the occupation of the Suez Canal Zone, the Egyptian side being 
explained by Mr. Saad el Din of the Education Bureau and the British 
by Major J. Japp, formerly of the Ministry of Information.

An account of three visits by boys of the Second, Third, Fifth and 
Sixth Forms to the Nottingham Playhouse will be found on later 
pages; they saw, at the invitation of the Notts. Education Committee, 
As You Like It, The Critic and Silvie and the Ghost.

Parties of boys from the First and Third Forms were privileged to 
visit the Albert Hall on 16th November and hear the Nottingham 
Harmonic Orchestra under its conductor, Herbert Bardgett, give a 
concert specially arranged for school children.

Finder the auspices of the Modern Languages Association (Notts, 
and Derby Branch) a lecture on “Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme” was 
given on Wednesday, 2nd December, at the Girls’ High School. 
The lecturer was Mr. R. E. Coe of Leeds University; seventeen 
members of the Sixth Form attended.

A performance of the play is to be given by a French company 
on 23rd February.

The School Dramatic Society presented The Hasty Heart by John 
Patrick before enthusiastic audiences on the evenings of 8th, 9th and 
10th December.

This year, 1953-54, is the twenty-fifth year of the life of the school. 
To match the completion, in July, of this year, the magazine committee 
hopes to be able to produce a special anniversary number, with literary, 
photographic and other competitions. It appeals to its readers, 
particularly Old Boys, to contribute towards this number with any 
item they feel would be acceptable to readers, whether it be a 
reminiscence, a tribute or an account of their career—in prose or in 
verse or as a drawing !

We are pleased to print an account from D. Cell (’45-’51) of his 
career in the Navy; he has been prompted to write this in the hope 
that it may be of value to others contemplating such a career.
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The Dramatic Society has decided that three guineas of its funds 
shall be spent yearly on three one-guinea prizes of books to be awarded 
for original English essay, poem or dramatic sketch; one prize will 
be for Senior (V and VI) Forms, one for Middle School (III and IV) 
and one for Junior Forms.

Entries, of not more than 1,000 words in length, may be given to 
the English Masters not later than March 31st.

Results will be announced early in the Summer Term.
The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 

Adams, McCandless, Goodall, Marshall, Smith, H. K. Butler, 
C. D. Smith and A. Odams.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines 
and apologise for possible omissions :—The Brunts Magazine, The 
Cestrefeldian, The Elizabethan, The Gong, The Granthamian, The 
Humphrey Perkins Chronicle, The Lion Rampant, The Mitre, Mundella 
Magazine, The Newtonian, The Nottinghamian, The Magazine of the 
Royal College, Ceylon.

RETIREMENT OF Mr. A. HOBSON
Mr, A. Hobson joined the Staff in September 1942 at a time when 

the demands of Military Service had taken a large number of younger 
men who were masters in charge of Physical Training and the school 
was extremely fortunate to secure the services of one who was so ready 
to contribute to the school his wealth of experience in a most practical 
manner. His quiet enthusiasm both in the Gym. and on the Track 
will long be gratefully remembered and the high standard of athletics 
in the school bears testimony to his keenness and ability as a coach.

In addition to these interests, Mr. Hobson has taught most of the 
boys in school to swim; at times the percentage of those able to swim 
has been as high as ninety seven, a figure it is almost difficult to believe. 
And his activities did not stop there ! He organised and ran the 
School Tuck Shop through times of shortage right up to the present 
abundance of all types of tuck. He gave up his lunch hours to this 
work and thereby earned fame and gratitude from hundreds of boys 
large and small.

It is, then, with great regret that we say farewell to one who has 
done so much to enrich the school, both by his own personal efforts 
and by his ready bestowal of the fruits of his long and wide experience. 
May he have a long and happy retirement at St. Leonard’s.

V A L E T E
V I  U .S . Ball, C. R ., Blasdale, K. C. A., Brom head, D . L ., C runch,,I. A. S., 

Ebling, P. W ., Fisher, R. L ., H utchinson, J. B., Jackson, R. A., 
Ripley, D ., Phillips, C. R., Preston, P. R., Loy, E. M ., Sm ith, 
G . W ., W illiams, J. B.

V I  U .A . A ldridge, I. C ., Dawes, R. A., H and, P. F „  H olt, J. W ., Jackson, 
J. B., Lee, A., Lomas, R. A., M ay, J. F . M ., M orley, J. H ., 
Rodmell, G . E ., Schwarz, P. F ., W heeler, P. D ., Eddyshaw, P. F. 

V I  L .S .  B lackburn, G. H ., Boardman, R. T ., Horey, M . G ., M illard, P. A.
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Clark, D ., Shaw, J. A.
Ashm an, A. E ., Barrow-cliff, D . A., Burton, C., Clark, K. N . R., 
Crudgington, D . R., D unn , W. J., Flowers, J.- Jenner, W . S. A., 
Johnson, B. S., K eyw orth, B. H ., Pearson, B. R. A., Porter, J., 
Sherwood, P., Spencer, D . G ., U pton, R. G ., Vimpany, B. E., 
Bateson, R. J.
Birkin, W . J., Buckland, P. J., Burton, R., D ixon, B. G ., Fisher, 
A. V., Freem an, L . H ., Fryer, G. D ., Hayes, M ., H ubbard , R. E ., 
M orris, M . D ., Pritchard , T . J., Roberts, A. B., Salt, T . A , 
Sisson, P. D . Sm ith  B., Thom pson, J. N . N ., Towle, D. T ., 
T u rn er, R.
Barton, G. L . B utler D . Cocking J. S., Cooper, A., Daykin, 
G . M ., Fletcher, B. W ., Fryer, C., Griffin, R. E ., Jackson, P. H ., 
Lester, J. R., Lockw-ood, K. A., M adley, D., Ringer, D. R., 
Roberts, M . A., Straw, J. A., T hom pson, J. E., Ttvells, J. R., 
W eselby, J. A.
W ilson, A., Foster, R. A.
Southwell, G ., W hitehead, D .
Rutson, D. A.
Bridges, S. C., T u rp in , P. D ., W ardle, R.
Plum m er, R. A.

AVETE
Adey, M . R., Adkins, M ., Annibal, A. R., Ball, D . M ., B randreth, 
T . J., Buxton, B. R ., Byron, D . R., Campbell, J. C. D ., Carnell, 
G . D ., Corke, J. C., Dawson, G. A., Freestone, A. M ., Hallam,
J .  , H and, T ., H ardy, L . R., H atton , A. J ., Hicks, A. J., Ingham , D ., 
Killingback, J., M ann, A. J., Pettit, K. M ., Picket, R. L . 
Pykett, J. F., Severn, B. W ., Sm art, I. J., Sm ith, B. C., T im m s, 
T . B., W ard, A. G ., W eddle, J. H ., York, J.
Baker, D ,, Brough, R., Burton, H ., Carson-Rowland, M . J., 
Cram , L . C., Davison, J. C., Jennings, P. A., G ardiner, D . J., 
Goodley, D ., Gosling, R. K ., Green, M . W ., Haywood, G . W ., 
Heason, R. B., Jam es, P. A., Maycock, R. K ., Mellows, A. S., 
O ’Conner, F . T ., Parsons, M ., P lum m er, R. A., Price, P. R., 
Rawxling, M . S., Rigley, F . E., Savage, A., Shepherd, S. R., 
Skevington, J. G ., Sm ith, A. J., Sm ith, P. A., T u rn er, A., 
W ightm an, D ., W right, A.
Annison, C. W ., Beech, E. H., Bexton, C., Bradbury, T . D., 
Clarke, D . A., Clough, S., F isher, B. C., Foster, R. A., Giles, C. F., 
Glover, A. P., G raham , C. A., Hicking, J., Hole, J. D ., H um phreys,
K . , Huskinson, R ., K idd, J. H ., M artin , D. F., M artin , D . L ., 
M usson, R. C., N ewbold, G ., Parsons, R. D ., Rawson, D . J., 
R ichards, P. J., Richardson, C. E., Sim pson, C. A., Staniforth, 
A. C. R ., Stocks, A. R., Swingler, M . F ., Taylor, K., T edds, J. 
Adam s, T . D ., Barradell, G . L ., B ird, J. D ., Black, R. F. E., 
Blackwell, G ., Bradley, P. W ., Bunting, C., C h am b erlin , C. J., 
Cham bers, D ., Coxon, D. J. M ., Doyle, T ., Eggleshaw-, J., 
E lliott, L. C., Fletcher, J. M ., H arrison, R. M ., Hayes-Bradley, 
K ., Hayward, P. A., H erbert, S. J., Holm es, D . W ., Jackson, M ., 
Jessop, P. J., M iddup, J. E., Noble, H . D ., M ay, P. B., Revill, 
G . T . M ., Robson, C., Rose, D. J., Rowley, I. A., Stern, R. I., 
Strawbridge, J. W ., T hornhill, J. R., Tom linson, M. S., W ard, 
F . R. C., W oods, P. D ., W right, P. H.
Sm ith, O.
T hom as, G . J., Jones, T ., Fox, M . J.
Cook, I. R.
Sm ith, M . F. C.
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FROM

D & P SCHOOL OUTFITTERS LTD.

IF you are in any doubt about 
choosing School uniforms for 
your boys, may we suggest 

that you come to D & P and 
talk the matter over.

You may rely on the advice 
that we give, for, after so many 
years experience in this specialised 
job we do know how to handle it.

For reliability and for sound 
value, note the address :•

D & P  SCHOOL 
OUTFITTERS 

LTD.
19/21 FRIAR LANE 

NOTTINGHAM
Tel. 52077
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Stuart Wilson & Co Ltd
Directors: S. W IL S O N  P. W IL S O N

Freckingham Street ' Wholesale Market 
NOTTINGHAM

Telephone 46213

WHOLESALE ERUIT -
and VEGETABLE MERCHANTS

Suppliers to

S C H O O L  K I T C H E N S  
C A N T E E N S ,  Etc.

Regd. Office & Warehouse:
i  B R ID G FO R D  ROA D W EST B R ID G FO R D  ■ N O T T IN G H A M  2
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EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, 1953
In  the Oxford G eneral Certificate of Education Exam ination, held in the 

Sum m er term , the following boys passed in the num ber of subjects showm ; 
the first num ber denotes Advanced Level subjects, the second O rdinary  Level 
Subjects.
Aldridge, I. C. (2, 1); Ball, C. R. (3, 0); Boardman, R. T . (1, 5); Bromhead, 
D . L . (4, 0); Cranch, I. A. S. (3, 0); Dawes, R. A. (0, 3); Ebling, P. W. 
(3, 0); Eddyshaw, P. F. (3, 0); Fisher, R. L . (4, 0); H utchinson, B. B. (2, 1); 
Jackson, D. M . (3, 0); Jackson, J. B. (0, 1); Jackson, R. A. (3, 0); Lee, A. 
(3, 0); Loy, E. M . (3, 0); May, J. F . M . (3, 0); Phillips, C. R. (3, 0); Pollitt, 
R. G . (3, 0); Preston, P. R. (3, 0 ); Ripley, D. (2, 0); Sm ith, C. D . (2, 1); 
Sm ith, G. W . (3, 0); W illiams, J. B. (2, 1); Wilson, D . G . (3, 1).

T h e  follow'ing obtained distinctions :—
C. R. Ball in Physics and Chem istry, R. L. Fisher in A pplied M aths and Physics 
and P. R. Preston  in Biology.

T h e  follow'ing candidates sat for O rdinary Level subjects only, passing 
in the num bers show'n :—
Alexander, D. J. (1); Antcliff, A. C. (3); A rthur, B. J. (3); Ashm an, A. E. (4); 
Auld, G. A. (2); Ayscough, R. T . (2); Bagworth, J. C. (3); Barnes, C. A. (7); 
Barnes, W. (3); Barrowcliff, D. A. (7); Barton, G . L. (3); Beastall, H . R. (2); 
Birkin, W. J. (7); Blackburn, G. H. (1); Brotherhood, P. J. (2); Brown, 
J .F .  (6); Brownhill, J. M .{1 ); Buckland, P. J. (2); Budgen, V. J. (2); Burden, 
M. J. (3); Burton, C. (4); Burton, R. K. (2); Butler, D. (2); Buxton, M. J. 
(7); Charvill, M . S. (1); Cheney, W . G . (3); Clarke, D . (7); Clarke, K. N. R.
(2 ) ; Cocking, J. S. (3); Copley, A. E. (2); C rudgington, D. R. (6); Daylcin, 
G. M. (6); Disney, C. (2); Dixon, B. G. (6); D unn, W . J. (4); F irth , C. j .  K. 
(1); Fisher, A. V. (2); Fletcher, B. W . (1); Flowers, J. (5); Freem an, L. H .
(5 ) ; Fryer, C. (2); Fryer, G. D . (1); Glover, J. B. (3); Greaves, R. M . (4); 
Griffin, K. E. (3); H andford, G. C. (2); H arrison, C. D. (4); H ardy, H. (2); 
Hastings, W . (3); H atcher, M . E. (2); Hayes, M . (7); Hayes, R. ( 1 ) ; 'H erring, 
J. (2); Hill, P. R. (2); Hodge, B. T . (1); Horey, M . G. (1); H ubbard , R. E.
(6 ) ; Jackson, P. H . (1); Jenner, W. S. A. (4); Johnson, B. S. (5); Johnson,
D. (4); Jones, H . (6); Keyworth, B. H . (4); K ing, G. E. (2); K ing, J. T . (2); 
Leggetter, P. H . (3); Lester, J. R. (1); L idgett, D. J. (3); Lockwood, K. A. 
(1); Lomas, R. A. (2); M adley, D. (3); M etcalf, D. J. (2); M orley, J. H . (1); 
M orris, M . D. (6); New'ton, R. V. (6); Noon, D. A. (1); N orth , J. M . (2); 
Palmer, J. I. (4); Pearson, B. R. A. (4); Peck, R. G. (8); Pinkney, D. J. (2); 
Pokorny, M . R. (3); Porter, J. (4); Powell, J. A. (4); Pritchard , T . J. (5); 
Rawding, B. (1); Rippon, D . (3); Roberts, A. B. (1); Roberts, M . A. (2); 
Rose, W. M . (5); Sale, C. (3); Salt, T . A. (1); Savage, M . G. (6); Shaw, 
J. A. (6); Sherwood, P. (6); Shipley, D. (2); Shopland, J. G. (2); Sisson, 
P. D . (3); Sm edley, N . (3); Sm ith, B. (7); Sm ith, P. (3); Spencer, D . G. (6); 
Spittal, G. (3); Stacey, D . E. (2); Straw , J. A. (1); T hom pson, J. E. (2); 
T hom pson, J. N . N . (2); Toplis, R. G. (3); Towle, D. T . (6); T urner, R.
(3 ) ; Tw'ells, J. R. (2); U pton, R. G . (3); Vim pany, B. E. (5); W alters, D. H. 
(5); W ebster, M . (1); W elbourne, C. M . (2); W eselby, J. A. (3); W oodcock, 
M . J. (2).

PRIZE LIST, 1952-53
Form Prizes:

Form Prizes:

P.T. and Games (I, II):

Form Prizes:

Parent-staff Association 
Dramatics Prize:

Forms I
F. E. W illm ott, D. Shaw, W . K. W hitehead.

Forms II
G. N ightingale, F. E. Clifford, A. E. W idlake, 
G. J. Wilcox.
A. H. Beadsworth.

Forms III
B. H. Jarvis, D. Leivers, D . J. M undy, R. W. 
Seedhouse.

G. Norm an.
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Form Prizes:

Learning Prize:
P.T. and Games (III, IV):

Endowed Prize:
Form Prizes:

Gant Service Prize:

Form Prizes:

Wharmby Swimming Cup

Form Prizes:

Head Prefect’s Prize: 
Nicholson Cup:
Balk Cup and

Chairman’s Prize:

Forms IV
A. E. Copley, D . J. M etcalf, N. Smedlev, 
W . Barnes, D . A. Stevenson.
J. D. Gilders.
B. H am m erton.

Forms V 
D. A. Barrowcliff.
W . J. Birkin, D. T . Towle, R. G. Peck, R. V. 
N ewton, R. E. H ubbard .
M . J. Buxton.
Forms VI Lower
P. H . Leggetter, D . Shipley, B. Scott, A. Odams, 
R. T . Boardman, J. I. Palmer, D. O. Riley, 
D. F . Leigh.

: M . E. H atcher.
Forms VI Upper
R. L. F isher, C. R. Ball, K. C. A. Blasdale, 
D . L. Brom head, P. R. Preston, D . M . Jackson. 
P. D . W heeler.
P. D . W heeler.

P. D . W heeler.

HOUSE TROPHIES
Kayser C up (Senior Rugby Football)
O rchard C up (Jun ior R ugby Football)
O ld Boys’ C up (Senior Cricket)
H aines C up (Junior Cricket)
C lifton C up (Senior Athletics)
N orm an C up (Junior Athletics)
Learning C up (Sw im m ing Cup)
M em orial C up (Junior H ouse C ham pionship) 
H ouston C up (Senior H ouse Cham pionship) 
H u rt C up (House C ham pionship Cup)

Red and Green Houses 
Red House 
G reen House 
Yellow House 
Yellow House 
Blue H ouse 
G reen House 
Blue House 
G reen House 
G reen House

CRICKET, 1953
The closing stages of the season showed clearly the unreliability 

of the middle batsmen ; they failed to maintain consistently good form. 
Our opening pace-bowlers, Smith and Aldridge, who bore the brant 
of the bowling throughout the season, were always hostile and accurate. 
The fielding although good in the outfield was often weak near the 
wicket.
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F irst XI
June 20th v. Derby School (Away) Won by 7 wkts.

Derby 66 (Sm ith  3-0, Wheeler 3-15, Jackson 4-28).
School 70 fo r  3 (Jackson 31 n.o.).
D erby  were quickly disposed of by steady bowling, and the School had no 

difficulty in scoring the  required  num ber of runs to  win.
June 27th v. Old Boys (Home) Lost by 8 wkts.

School 104 fo r  6 (Brouard 37, Freeman 28).
Old Boys 119 fo r  2.
T h e  School batted  very slowly and consequently had to declare w ith only 

104 runs on the board. Bircum shaw and H ill completely m astered the School 
attack and gave us a fine display of aggressive batting.
July 1st v. Nottm. University (Away) Lost by 55 runs

Univ. 154 fo r  7 (Jackson 3-28).
School 99 (Brouard 31).
T h e  U niversity scored freely and amassed a considerable total. T h e  School 

batting  lacked aggressiveness and only Brouard p u t up any resistance to the 
University attack.
July 4th v. Nottm. High School (Home) Lost by 4 wkts.

School 101 fo r  7.
N .H .S .  102 fo r  6 (Sm ith  3-28).
T h e  School again batted very slowly and N .H .S ., aided by several dropped 

catches, passed our total in the closing m inutes of the game.
July 11th v. West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Won by 6 wkts.

W .B .G .S . 80 (Phillips 7-31).
School 81 fo r  4 (Scott 31).
W est Bridgford G .S . batted very slowly and the School only succeeded 

in w inning in the  last over.
July 15th v. Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Home) Lost by 9 runs 

A id. Newton’s G .S . 40 (Wheeler 5-16, Jackson 4-4).
School 31.
A fter dism issing our opponents for a very low total, the School gave a 

pathetic  display of batting , and on a perfect wicket allowed them selves to be 
dom inated by the bowlers.

Second XI
July 11th v. West Bridgford G.S. (Home)

School 74 (Hammerton 49).
W .B .G .S . IS  fo r  3.

July 15th v. Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Away)
A id. Newton's 70 (Hayward  3-8, N orth  3 fo r  2).
School 71 fo r  7.

July 18th v. Newark Magnus School (Home)
Magnus 82 (Godfrey 4-24, Harrison 3-5).
School 54 fo r  7.

Colts XI (U nder 14)
July 11th v. West Bridgford G.S. (Away)

School 56-5.
W. Bridgford 57-5.

July 20th v. Nottm. High School (Away) Drawn
N ottm . High School 99 fo r  7.
School 38 fo r  4.

Lost by 7 wkts. 

Won by 3 wkts.

Drawn

Lost by 5 wkts.
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SENIOR HOUSE MATCHES
Green v. Yellow Tie

Green 64 (Jackson 29 n.o., Wheeler 5-16).
Yellow 64 (Brownhill 4-15).

Green v. Yellow Replay Green House won by 37 runs
Green 80 (Wheeler 5-38, Hodge 5-31).
Yellow 43 (Jackson 5-9, Phillips 4-16).

Red v. Blue Red House won by 10 wkts.
Blue 32 (Blackburn 4-16, N orth  3-0, Scott 3-3).
Red  33-0.

Senior House Final—Red v. Green Green House won by 4 wkts. 
Red  52 (Holt 5-16).
Green 53 fo r  6 (Brownhill 24).

In response to requests from Old Boys, we publish the dates of 
First XI Home matches next term :—
Sat., 22nd May—Parents ; Sat., 19th June—Newark Magnus ; 
Sat., 26th June—Ashby G.S. ; Sat., 10th July—W.B.G.S. ; Sat., 
24th July—Q.E.G.S. ; Sat., 17th July—Old Boys.

ATHLETICS
Last season’s early successes were continued throughout the summer 

term.
The All-England, Inter-County, Schools Championships were 

held at Uxbridge, Middlesex, on the 17th-18th July, with five of our 
boys competing.

C. R. Ball gained fourth place in the Senior Boys Discus event.
J. M. Brownhill gained fifth place in the final of the Intermediate 

Boys 100 yds, and J. A. Shaw gained seventh place in the Intermediate 
Boys Discus event.

The season ended with the Notts. A.A.A. Junior and Youths’ 
Championships, held at Mansfield, on the 25th July. Here the school 
gained three first places; R. A. Jackson won the Junior Boys Throwing 
the Hammer event and J. M. Brownhill the 100 yds. and 220 yds. 
Youths events—the last two in record times. Two second places and 
four third places were also won at this meeting.

Though many of our leading athletes have left this year, we look 
forward to a season which we hope will be as successful as the last.

It is, however, with deep regret that we hear of the retirement this 
term of Mr. Hobson who has worked so enthusiastically and un- 
stintingly to raise the standard of athletics in the school—and with 
marked success. We cannot let him go without expressing our sincere 
appreciation of his encouragement and help. We shall miss him !

J.M.B.
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ROWING
At the Annual General Meeting, the following were elected as officers: 

A. C. Antcliff—Captain of Boats; M. J. Woodcock—Vice-Captain; 
M. Murden—Secretary.

The crews at present in training are :—
“ A ” C rew “ B” C rew

Bow — M . J. W oodcock Bow — M . M urden
2 — J. I. Palm er 2 — A. E. Copley
3 -M . W . Rose 3 — H. R. Beastall
Stroke — A. C. Antcliff Stroke — T . D. Sheppard
Cox —J. Rose Cox — S. Clark

From the above-named together with P. Smith and M. Hatcher, 
who are at present playing Rugby, two crews will be selected for the 
coming season.

This term the eight is being used on all ‘A’ and ‘B’ crew outings. 
Mr. C. P. Booth of Nottingham Britannia R.C. has given up much 
valuable time to coach us. Our thanks go to Mr. Booth, and also to 
Mr. J. B. Brown the former England oarsman who has had an outing 
with the eight, and advised us on training methods.

The third crew are making rapid improvement under their coach, 
Mr. J. Copley, an Old Boy. A fourth form crew has been formed 
and they seem very keen.

M.M.

RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1953
The Rugby season so far has been very disappointing. After a 

promising start, the school team was handicapped by injuries, the 
most serious being Buxton’s, and much of the fight went out of the 
team. The light pack has not made up for its disadvantage in the tight 
by using its pace in the loose. The team has been reluctant to drop 
on the ball and has been very slow to the tackle, despite the example 
set by Hammerton, the full-back, who has been the only player this 
season to play consistently well.

Sept. 36th v. Loughborough G.S. (Home) Won 9-6
In  fine, dry conditions th e  School backs showed their pace and th rust, 

especially Brownhill on the wing who collected our three tries. O ur pack, 
although outweighted, fought hard to hold the Loughborough pack.
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Oct. 3rd v. Nottingham High School (Away) Lost 0-9
T h e  N .H .S . pack ju st had  the edge on ours, bu t this m ight have been 

counteracted had the  School backs shown m ore initiative and not relied so 
completely on the kick ahead.

Oct. 6th v. Trent College ‘A’ (Home) Won 11-6
T his game started  well w ith good running by the  backs, and hard, tough 

forward play, bu t it deteriorated in quality  and became very scrappy. T ren t 
took advantage of our tendency to let up, and scored two tries which shook 
our grip on th e  game considerably.

Oct. 14th v. High Pavement G.S. (Home) Lost 5-29
W e w ere out-played in all departm ents of the game by this heavy, experienced 

side.

Oct. 24th v. West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Lost 0-21
We took the field with only th irteen  men, and when Buxton was seriously 

injured, all we could do was to defend ourselves against our opponents’ attacks. 
As the  score board shows, our a ttem pts were no t completely successful !

Nov. 4th v. High Pavement G.S. (Away) Lost 3-13
T h e  School team  really showed their determ ination in this game, and the 

result was very satisfactory from  our poin t of view, considering the  weight and 
experience of the  opposition.

Nov. 7th v. Loughborough G.S. (Away) Lost 3-16
Loughborough gained a well-deserved revenge against a team  w hich was 

lethargic in all it did.

Nov. 14th v. King’s School, Grantham (Away) Lost 0-8
Backs and forw ards alike m ust share the blame for losing this game. T here  

was no fire am ong the forwards and no th ru st in the backs.

Nov. 25th v. Nottingham University ‘A’ XV (Home) Lost 0-17
T h e  School were unable to make anv headwav against a strong I ’niversity 

XV.

Second XV
Sept. 26th, Loughborough G .S . (Hom e)
Oct. 3rd, N ottingham  High School (Hom e 
Oct. 14th, H igh Pavem ent G .S . (Away)
Oct. 17th, “ A ” XV  v. Chesterfield G .S . (Away)
Oct. 21st, “A ”  XV v. Southwell M inster G .S . (Hom e)
Nov. 4th, H igh Pavem ent G .S . (Home)
Nov. 7th, L oughborough G .S . (Away)
Nov. 14th, K ing’s School, G rantham  (Home)

U nder 15 XV
Sept. 26th, L oughborough G .S . (Away)
Oct. 3rd, N ottingham  H .S . (Away)
Oct. 17th, H igh Pavem ent G .S . (Hom e)
Oct. 24th, W est Bridgford G .S . (Away)
Nov. 7th, Loughborough G .S . (Home)
Nov. 14th, K ing’s School, G ran tham  (Away)

W on 18-6 
L ost 6-25 
W on 15-6 
W on 11-5 
W on 17-3 
W on 35-3

U nder 14 XV
Oct. 6th, N ottingham  H .S . (Home)
Oct. 14th, W est Bridgford G .S . (Away)
O ct. 21st, Southwell M inster G .S . (Hom e) 
Nov. 7th, N ottingham  H .S. (Away)
Nov. 14th, K ing’s School, G ran tham  (Home) 
Nov. 21st, W est Bridgford G .S . (Home)

W on 18-6 
D raw n 0-0 
D raw n 6-6 

W on 9-0 
W on 23-6 
W on 23-0

W on 22-0 
L ost 5-29 
W on 6-3 

W on 29-0 
L ost 5-6 

Lost 34-0 
W on 19-3 

L ost 6-8
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THE SCOUT TROOP
At the beginning of the Autumn term, conditions made it possible 

for us to absorb more boys than usual, and as a result we took into the 
Troop some twenty recruits. Of these, some proved unsatisfactory 
and left, so that we now have a Troop, including fifteen newcomers, 
which is playing the game of Scouting to the best of its ability and 
which is making good progress, pending the arrival of better weather 
and more out-door meetings.

The Troop formation is as follows :—
Troop Leader: D. A. Noon.
Patrol Leader (S ): C. O. Ingham. Second (S ); D. C. Flint. 

Scouts (S): B. Murfitt, W. Burchell, P. Gilbert, M. Albon, S. Granger, 
S. Charles.

Pigeons : PjL  B. Purdy, Second J. F. Addicott, Scouts B. Ford, 
H. Burton, D. Coxon, C. Bexton, M. Onley.

Owls : PjL  T. I. Elliott, Second J. Channon Scouts J. Harris, 
R. Hamilton, M. Tomlinson, A. Mellows, C. Beeby.

Kestrels : PjL  W. A. Clark, Second J. Stevenson, Scouts P. James, 
K. Taylor, A. Turner, J. Strawbridge, S. Clough.

Peewits : PjL  R. Lewis, Second T. Butcher, Scouts G. Stone, 
J. Bell, C. J. Chamberlin, J. Hole, H. Tilford.

We are rather hampered by the inability of the A.S.M., Derrick 
IVIorley, to attend meetings just at present, but he says that he hopes 
to join us about March.

The term has gone fairly well, despite a certain amount of unruliness; 
meetings have been well attended, and for the most part good progress 
has been made in test work. We have not done too well as regards 
proficiency badges, but this has been due to the hard work necessary 
in the patrols to pass recruits through the Tenderfoot and first parts 
of the Second Class. We have revived the custom of holding dinner
time meetings on Mondays ; we have a Scout table in the dining hall, 
and Scouts may now wear their lapel badges in School. In the 
Nottingham “Gang Show”, staged at the Theatre Royal in November, 
five members of this Troop took part, and this number may be increased 
for the next show, to be performed in the spring of 1955.

A whist drive and dance was held in November, and the Troop 
funds benefited to the extent of £26. We wish to thank all those who 
assisted.

We can now accept four more boys but they had better be keen !

THE SCOUT CAMP
About half those at camp this summer had never been to one of 

our main camps before, and so probably received a mild shock when 
they found that a Scout camp is not run on quite the same lines as 
a camp operated by Mr. Butlin. However, after the first few days 
things began to run with their usual smoothness, and we settled 
down to enjoy ourselves.
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This time we held our main camp at Bradbourne Mill, about four 
miles out of Ashbourne, Derbyshire—noted for its ancient Grammar 
School, its church monuments and the house associated with Dr. 
Johnson—and about three miles from Tissington, famous for its well- 
dressing ceremony. Dovedale was only a few miles away, too.

Despite the fact that we had fewer at camp this year than normal, 
we managed to fulfil our usual programme. We set out to rise much 
earlier this year than we usually do, and the duty patrol was at first 
expected to get up about 6.30 a.m. Unfortunately, nobody took an 
alarm clock, and nobody could devise any similar gadget which would 
work, so we gave it up as a bad job and reverted to rousing the duty 
patrol at 7.0 a.m. We found it satisfactory and so did not worry 
about early rising any more.

Climbing out of blankets was followed by a P.T. run for a mile 
or so (depending on the laziness of whoever was in charge of it for 
the morning), followed by a wash in the stream; this was icy-cold 
and obviously just the thing for waking up somnolent Tenderfoots. 
In the meantime the S.M. would heat up a dixie of water and have a 
wash himself. Breakfast always began with porridge, which at this 
camp was never burnt once ! Inspection of the whole camp was at 
ten o’clock, and after a wood parade the rest of the morning was 
spent on test and badge work, or on a competition of some kind.

It generally happened that, if the afternoon was free, there was a 
wide game or a pioneering project in the evening—or vice versa. 
Sometimes the project was an involved one ; for instance, since there 
was a stream running through the camp site, the Court of Honour 
thought it only right and proper that a bridge should be built over 
it. The result, since The Mellish never do things by halves, was two 
bridges, of different types. We were not sure which was the more 
successful, but the score was two overboard from the Owls’ bridge, 
three from the Pigeons’.

The best wide game was undoubtedly Night Ops., which should 
have begun at eleven and ended at one o’clock in the morning. 
Unfortunately, everybody slept until midnight or thereabouts, so 
we decided to carry on from there. There was a faint moonlight, 
and it was a really satisfactory time for a game stretching over a 
mile and a half of country. The only mishap was when a Senior 
disappeared into a four-foot hole brimming with dirty water. He 
said it was the cows’ fault ; they shouldn’t have chased him !

Camp fire was a little better than last year, there being a little more 
originality in the items, but we ought to be able to produce something 
much better still. P/L’s had better look to this for next year ! The 
Awards camp fire was held on the final night, according to our custom, 
and feathers were awarded to good campers. The Inter-Patrol Shield 
went to the Pigeons (P/L B. Purdy) ; the Eames Cup was given to 
J. Channon for his progress and Scout spirit both at camp and during 
the year ; and the Stonelake Trophy for the best Senior Scout was 
awarded to C. O. Ingham. The Norman Cup for Nature Lore and
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the Merit Shield were not presented this year ; it was not thought 
that either had been deserved.

It was in the main an enjoyable camp, and of a good standard. 
We even managed at last to improve on the standard of tidiness, 
except for one or two toffee papers, and perhaps Scouts will even 
start to pick those up by next time ! K. F. Ireland

COMBINED CADET FORCE NOTES
Strength of U n it:—

Royal Navy Section : 1 Officer, 19 Cadets
Army Section : 1 Officer, 20 Cadets
Royal Air Force Section : 3 Officers, 57 Cadets 
Basic Section : 49 Cadets

Total : 5 Officers, 145 Cadets
The Contingent is now receiving help in instruction from all three 

Services and wishes to extend to the Staff Instructors and their Units 
grateful thanks.

ROYAL NAVY SECTION
Training has been maintained throughout the term with sustained 

enthusiasm. Four Cadets have now been selected to attend a Naval 
Aviation Course at Culdrose early in the New Year.

ARMY SECTION
There has been a very welcome increase in the size of this Section. 

This has been partly due to the greater interest shown in the Section 
by the Sherwood Foresters and the help obtained from them, and 
partly because of the success of the Army Camp at Fylingd.ales during 
the summer holiday.

Twenty-four Cadets of the Army and Basic Section had a mest 
enjoyable and instructive eight-day camp at Fylingd.ales, Yorkshire. 
Under the command of Major S. O’Kelly, Commanding the 
Chesterfield Grammar School Contingent, the Cadets carried out a 
considerable training programme and were blessed with a good and 
efficient ‘cookhouse’.

ROYAL AIR FORCE SECTION
This is still the largest Section in the Contingent.
Congratulations are accorded to Cpl. D. Noon for having success

fully completed his Flying Scholarship Training and to Cpl. J. E. 
Hackett who was selected as one of a party of fifteen Cadets from 
England to carry out fifteen days’ training with the French Forces in 
Germany. His account of the visit will be found later.

Two Officers and twenty-four Cadets attended a most enjoyable 
and successful camp at R.A.F. Shawbury where, blessed with fairly 
good weather, all cadets received several hours flying.

The Slingsby Glider has been in use most of the year and over 
4 per cent, of the Section are now proficient at “ground slides.” 
Unfortunately the Glider is once again grounded by the Education 
Committee pending investigation by the County Treasurer into 
its insurance.
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Visits to the Section have been made by the A.O.C., H.Q. No. 
64 (N) Group, and the R.A.F. Regiment Display Unit. The latter 
team of 120 Airmen, supported by the R.A.F. Regiment Band, gave 
a superb display of precision drill without order, and of mortar firing. 
This was an excellent show, watched and appreciated by the whole 
school.

BASIC SECTION
The new intake is forty-eight Cadets. Fifty-seven Cadets took 

Cert. A, Part I, this term, fifty-one being successful—a very creditable 
performance.

The success of the Section and the keenness of the Cadets in the 
last year or so have been largely due to the help received from 
B.S.M’s J. Lovett and L. Percy of 350 Heavy Artillery Unit. They 
have been unstinting in their efforts to train the Cadets and to instil 
enthusiasm for Service training into them.

THE CAMPANOLOGICAL SOCIETY
A very successful term indeed ! Notoriety was obtained early in 

the term when a photograph of the Society and a report on its activities 
appeared in local newspapers !

The Society accepted a very kind invitation by Mr. Clement Glenn 
of Bulwell to ring at the Parish Church on Thursday evenings after 
school. All the members but one have had personal tuition from Mr. 
Glenn in tower-bell as well as hand-bell ringing. The Society is 
greatly indebted to the Rector, Rev. S. Sprittles for allowing us to ring 
at the church.

An outing to Greasley Parish Church was held on Saturday, 
October 31st. The ringers were received by W. D. Oldbury, a former 
leader of our Society ; after being shown round the tower they 
enjoyed an afternoon’s ringing on both hand and tower bells.

Seven out of the nine members can now handle a tower-bell 
satisfactorily and the other two are anxious to learn. All members have 
begun the art of change-ringing on hand bells (each ringer only having 
one bell at present) and can all ring a plain hunt on six bells. A plain 
course of Bob minor has been attempted but has not yet been successful. 
We hope however to be able to ring it by next term.

Two new members have joined this term, R. Black of IA  and J. I. 
Palmer of VI U. Sc. Both are pr&mising ringers ; J. I. Palmer has 
joined the band of ringers at Beeston Parish Church.

M.S.B. (V I U. Sc.)

THE CHESS CLUB
Officials:—A. E. Copley, R. Hayes, K. S. Overton.

When the Club was restarted last September after a lapse of a year, 
fifty boys became members, the majority being from the lower school ; 
the Club is believed to be the school’s largest. General meetings are
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held two or three times each week and extra meetings are held for 
members of the two teams.

There have been two matches during the term, the Senior and 
Junior teams playing those of Mundella School. The Juniors drew 
3-3, but the Seniors lost 6-0. These results show the need for much 
more practice !

R.H., A.E.C.

THE “ CENTAUR” CYCLING CLUB
Chairman: Mr. S. Marshall 
Secretary: D. Johnson

This term the Club has been relatively inactive, only having done 
three rides—to Monsal Head, to Lady Bower, and to the general 
annual meeting of the Y.H.A. at Overton Hall, Ashover.

Club subscriptions have now been dropped and the Club has 
become a purely social affair open to all capable riders—including 
Old Boys, who are invited to send stamped addressed envelopes to 
the Secretary, at school, if they wish to be informed of Club runs.

During the summer holidays various members toured as individuals, 
going as far afield as the Lake District and the Northern Home 
Counties.

THE DRAMATIC SOCIETY
The annual school play was presented by the Dramatic Society 

on December 8th, 9th, 10th, last and was John Patrick’s comedy- 
drama The Hasty Heart.

After the original and fanciful production of Shakespeare’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream last year, came a more straight and orthodox, 
but no less inspiring, production of the American play, made famous 
on the films, The Hasty Heart. The appeal of this play—since the 
actors spent much of their time in bed—lay more in the words than in 
physical action. But the vitality of the words and their intelligent 
expression by the actors resulted in three enjoyable and worthwhile 
performances.

The production deserves nothing less than the highest praise. 
The actors really lived their parts and gave the illusion of enjoying 
mock-hospital life, unmindful of the audience in the dark hall. The 
play demanded varying accents and types of voice — there was the 
sophisticated New Zealander, the Cockney Soldier, the Scot, Lachlen, 
and the Yank, and all mastered their accents extraordinarily, if not 
always realistically, well. There was a danger in this play, as in others 
of its kind where so much depends upon the voice and little move
ment, of over-acting, but the actors never went beyond the natural 
emphasis demanded by all drama. R. G. Toplis, particularly gave a 
sympathetic and restrained interpretation of the difficult female part 
of Sister Margaret.

Against the background of the interior of a hut, used as a 
convalescent ward somewhere in South East Asia the play’s bursts of
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“ T h e  H asty H eart”

humour and pathos variously affected our audiences. We enjoyed 
the typically Cockney wise-cracks of Tommy and the heavier humour 
of Digger, sympathised with the limited vocabulary and primitive 
reactions of Blossom, endured the portentous tones of Kiwi and shared 
with Yank his impatience with Lachie’s dourness and his depth of 
feeling and understanding for the emotions of others—if Sister Margaret 
was the mother of the men in the ward, Yank had the complementary 
fatherly qualities. Sister Margaret’s development of interest in 
Lachie, from pity to love, was most sensitively portrayed, as was 
Lachie’s change from misanthropist to philanthropist; one of C. A. 
Barnes’s rare smiles was a fitting climax.

But while these characters occupied the centre of the stage and so 
were more in the public eye, the minor parts were no less well done, 
e.g. the over-worked orderly, complaining of his lot, and the tired, 
elderly colonel trying to express sympathy with a dying man, disgust 
with the heartlessness of H.Q., and yet maintain the dignity of his 
position.

Many types of emotion are, then, combined in this play and the 
production portrayed them successfully—one moment our hearts 
broke at the hopelessness of the outlook left to the dying Lachie, 
and at the next our ribs cracked at Tommy’s attempts to discover 
what Lachie wore under his kilt.

And, of course, the play couldn’t have been the success it was 
without the work of numerous “back-stage boys.” The set and its 
decor were very effective, the bamboo and dried grass structure being 
very realistically contrived, while the lambent tropical sunshine was 
equally well created by a competent lighting staff, and appropriate 
Scottish airs played tunefully by a select orchestra pleasantly whiled 
away the interval minutes.
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It seems to me that the whole production deserves to be acclaimed 
with bagpipes and celebrated with a haggis—although Yank might 
not agree (“Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers . . . ! ! ”).

The cast and helpers were as follows :—
Orderly — D. R ippon K iw i  — M . J. Buxton Margaret — R. G. Toplis 
Yank  — J. F . Brown Blossom— J. M. Browrihill Colonel — M . G. Savage 
Digger —W . Barnes Tommy — H . Jones Lachlen — C. A. Barnes
Stage Manager: R. V. N ew ton; Assistant Stage Manager: D . Johnson ; 
Scenery: C. D. H arrison, R. G . Peck ; Lighting: H . R. Beastall, A. E. Copley ; 
Properties and Costumes: C. D. Sm ith, M . W ebster, G . Spittal.

Orchestra :
Violins: F. E. Clifford, C. O. Ingham , P. D. Taylor, J. P. W ood, D. J. 
A lexander, M . H . Albon, K. J. D earm an, D . W . A. Oakland ; Clarinet: 
B. J. A rthu r ; Trumpet: R. J. Akers ; Trombone: A. M cT ighe ; Piano: 
M . S. Bridges.

B.S.

THE MELLISH SOCIETY
President: The Head Master 

Chairman: The Head Prefect Treasurer: M. J. Woodcock
Secretary: M. J. Buxton 

There was a good gathering for the opening meeting of the Society 
when officials were appointed for the year and future policy decided— 
among other things decided was that form representatives should be 
elected to form a small working committee and that to avoid clashing 
with the Dancing Society the meeting of the Society should be held 
in future on Tuesdays.

Our long established connection with the Nottingham Playhouse 
was maintained when Duncan Ross came to address us on “The 
Theatre Today” and we were interested to learn that emphasis is 
now being laid on the bourgeoisie instead of the nobility in play 
production since the turn of the century—particularly is this so in 
Russia. After this very interesting lecture Mr. Ross answered 
numerous questions.

Our second meeting took the form of a Brains Trust, the team being 
composed of the Headmaster, Mr. Revill, Mr. Sparrow and Mr. 
Burnham. The Sixth Form gave the panel a thorough testing writh a 
great variety of questions, ranging from the very amusing, such as 
the old question about three men in a boat—the panel having to 
choose the one to be left out—to the more serious problems, such as 
“Should National Service come before or after a career at a university ? ”

M.J.B.

THE MUSIC SOCIETY
Chairman: B. Scott Secretary: M. S. Bridges

Activities started early in the Autumn with an enjoyable visit to 
the Theatre Royal to see Cavalleria Rusticana and I  Pagliacci performed 
by the Carl Rosa Opera Company.

Three symphony concerts have been given and enjoyed at the Albert 
Hall. The programme of the first concert, given by the Halle
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Orchestra, under its conductor Sir John Barbirolli, was not to every
body’s taste, but our small party thoroughly enjoyed it. The highlight 
of the programme was “ Sinfonia Antartica” by Vaughan Williams, 
novel in that it required many unusual instruments, so providing 
extra interest. Perhaps the most interesting was a Wind machine, 
installed in the top right hand corner of the Hall !

The second concert was given by the City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra under its conductor, Rudolph Schwarz. The two main 
works in the programme were “Piano Concerto, No. 2” by Brahms— 
magnificently executed by Gina Bachauer—and the “Symphony, 
Number 5” (the “New World”) by Dvorak.

The London Philharmonic Orchestra gave the final concert— 
of popular and well known works. After opening with “Overture, 
Cockaigne” by Elgar, the orchestra continued with the “Eine Kleine 
Nachtmusik” by Mozart. Iris Loveridge was the soloist in Grieg’s 
“Piano Concerto” and gave a very fine, if feminine rendering. The 
concert ended with four movements from “The Planets” by Gustav 
Holst.

Both the International and Sadlers Wells Ballets have given 
performances in Nottingham this term. Although an organised party 
was unable to attend a performance by either of them, individual 
members who went were very impressed. The Society’s activities 
ended with a visit to the New Victoria Cinema to see and hear 
Carnegie Hall. Although the story and acting were a little weak at 
times, the music was magnificent. Arthur Rubinstein played “Polonaise 
in Aflat Major” by Chopin, and the “Ritual Fire Dance” by Falla; 
Heifetz gave an outstanding performance of the First movement of 
the Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto and many other famous artists 
appeared.

Many if irregular record concerts have been held during the dinner 
breaks this term and all have been very well attended. Advantage 
has been taken of the many records available at the County Library 
and members have been able to play records of their own choice.

M.S.B.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
Chairman: Mr. S. Marshall 

Secretary: B. J. Arthur Treasurer: D. G. Wilson
We welcome this term a new treasurer, D. G. Wilson, who through

out the term has shown a capability for the job which was not evident 
in his predecessors. In consequence our accounts are in fine condition.

We can now boast of an excellent wiring system in our darkroom 
which was refitted when other electrical installations were made in the 
school at the beginning of the term. The system has obviously proved 
very popular with our members for during the term it has often been 
necessary to book the darkroom a fortnight in advance.

The Secretary has invited Mr Harris, who lectured to us last term, 
to visit us again, and he has promised to come in the New Year. 
Other bookings are being made too. B.J.A.
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THE NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
The Playhouse again upheld its high standard of productions in 

last term’s three performances for schools—As You Like It by Wm. 
Shakespeare ; The Critic by R. B. Sheridan ; and Sylvie and the 
Ghost—a brilliant translation by the Playhouse Director of Productions, 
John Harrison, of the French play by Alfred Adam.

The performance of As You Like It was particularly outstanding ; 
for, being generally considered by producers one of Shakespeare’s 
lighter plays, it is often treated as such, but the Playhouse handled it 
with skill and thus threw light on some of the more obscure passages 
in its dramatic construction. The talented Daphne Slater again 
sparkled as Rosalind who was lovingly and sympathetically treated 
by Judith Stott as the ever-patient Celia. Grahame Crowden as 
Touchstone, Colin Trevor as Oliver and Michael Barrington as 
Jaques gave distinguished performances while Jeremy Burnham as 
Orlando acted with virility and dramatic skill. The scenic designer, 
Henry Graveney, is, too, worthy of warm congratulations.

By far the most amusing play of the season was The Critic—a 
satire on eighteenth century drama. Michael Barrington again excelled, 
this time in the part of Mr. Puff, the writer of The Tragedy of the 
Spanish Armada—a play within a play. Sheridan also satirised the 
‘more than frequent’ eighteenth-century trick of plagiarism, this in a 
most effective and amusing fashion. Others worthy of note were 
Hubert Willis as Mr. Dangle and Margaret Wolfitt who, with her 
jet-black hair and deep-brown, alluring eyes, was admirably suited to 
the part of the Spanish Signora.

Sylvie and the Ghost was a romp from beginning to end, and although 
one felt that poetry and philosophy lay beneath the surface, it was 
sufficient to sit back and watch the antics of the ghosts in their many 
exits and entrances. Judith Stott as Sylvie might have walked out of 
the pictures of Kate Greenaway, such a prim and unsophisticated 
little miss she was ! A.O.

“KING LEAR” AT STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
Following an unsuccessful attempt to arrange a party to see King 

Lear during July, we finally arranged one for the Summer holidays, 
19th August.

On arrival at Stratford the party broke up and went on a tour of 
the sights until the show began ; for the rest of the afternoon we were 
transported in fancy, back into barbaric days of pre-Christian England 
—an impression strengthened by the weird and mysterious background 
music.

The scenery consisted of one simple set which was slightly altered 
to suit the various scenes. A single centre-piece resembling a pre
historic monolith was constructed so that, on the removal of the 
stone-core, it could represent Lear’s throne and, with a further change, 
a hovel. But “the play’s the thing” , and this was the most enthralling 
aspect of the production. It was of the highest standard and most of
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the actors gave polished performances. But in our opinion there were 
a few weaknesses ; we felt that Goneril and Edmund were both 
portrayed differently from our conception of their characters. Regan 
seemed the more overpowering of the two sisters—which, again, is 
not the idea we gained from reading the play, and Albany and Cornwall 
were acted in such a way as to make it impossible to differentiate 
between the two characters.

But Michael Redgrave’s portrayal of Lear must rank with those of 
Laurence Olivier, Donald Wolfitt, and John Gielgud—to mention 
only the moderns. And the Fool, played by Marius Goring, gave a 
most naturalistic performance. One can appreciate the versatility of 
these two actors when they are also seen as Antony and Octavius Caesar, 
as those who saw both productions will agree.

C.D.S.

“ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA” IN LONDON
With more than the customary school morning alacrity, twelve 

members of the Fifth and Sixth Forms, accompanied by Mr. Bampton, 
assembled at the Midland Station, on the morning of the 18th 
November.

Our destination was London, and the particular venue, the Prince’s 
Theatre, to see the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre Players in Antony 
and Cleopatra.

To be able to see actors of the calibre of Michael Redgrave, Marius 
Goring and Peggy Ashcroft, with their strong supporting cast, bring 
to life the immortal tragedy of “Antony and Cleopatra” was an un
forgettable experience.

The ordinary round of school leavers seemed remote as we watched 
Antony’s emotional struggle “ ’twixt love and duty” and Cleopatra’s 
wiles so superbly expressed.

Through the altercations of Antony and Caesar we were led on 
to Antony’s recall from Egypt to Rome, to his perfidy in marrying 
Octavia while in love with Cleopatra and to the ensuing struggles 
between his allegiance to Rome and his passion for the Queen of 
Egypt. The crescendo of the play was finely and tensely developed 
by the actors to the culminating point of Antony’s and Cleopatra’s 
suicides. It could only be described as a superb performance in which 
all the actors were first rate, the effect being to emphasise the lesson 
which Shakespeare teaches in so many of his plays, that man’s real 
struggle is not so much with his exterior circumstances as with his 
inner self.

It was a day to be ever remembered. After the play the party were 
free to visit places of interest as they wished, among which was the 
Abbey, newly reopened after the Coronation. We returned home, 
we hope, with minds enriched and our appreciation of Shakespeare 
enhanced.

C.J.K.F. (VA)
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PARIS
After an eighteen-hour journey we arrived at the “Hotel Jean Bart,” 

tired and hungry. The first major operation in Paris was to eat—and 
what a meal ! Four courses of magnificent food, exquisitely cooked 
and then, when we could eat no more, came the long, slow climb to 
our room on the fifth floor, up a hundred and four steps !

It took some time to become accustomed to the eccentricities of 
the French gadgets in our room, such as the French windows, the 
light-switch and the hot-water tap which bore the name “FROID” 
(and conversely the cold-water tap which said “CHAUD”). A more 
formidable difficulty was encountered the next morning—the traffic. 
It appears that the only essentials for driving in Paris are to have a 
loud hooter and a strong right foot.

Our excursions were many and varied ; some were awe-inspiring, 
others amusing. We had the delight of seeing, in the original, the 
beauties of the Mona Lisa and the Venus de Milo. But the most 
beautiful sight of the whole visit was that of the stained glass windows 
of the Sainte Chapelle.

Perhaps the most amusing event occurred on a visit to the cinema, 
when one unfortunate member, ignorant of the French custom, was 
the last of a group of four to be led to their seats by an usherette. 
The first three sat down but the last one found his way barred by the 
usherette who thrust out her hand towards him. At last the malheurewn 
realised why she did this. So, hastily, he pulled out of his pocket 
the first coin he touched and gave it the usherette.

T h e  Eiffel Tow er looking across the  Seine.
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“Ah, non, non,” came the nasalised reply—it was a two-franc piece, 
Worth i'd. ! After many embarrassed “Pardons,” reconciliations were 
made and the usherette went away muttering something about “les 
anglais” .

We explored three aspects of the Parisian underworld, the catacombs, 
the sewers and the Metro. Of these, the excursion into the catacombs 
was certainly the weirdest—it involved stumbling along tunnels (lit 
only by the candles we carried in our hands) whose walls were made of 
neatly stacked human bones and skulls, some of them relics of the 
French Revolution !

The trip down the sewers began with a commentary by the boat
man : “Ici nous avons la . . . etc., etc.” Five minutes later, on seeing 
no signs of comprehension from his audience he asked, “Parlez-vous 
francais ? ” On receiving the inevitable reply he remained silent for 
the rest of the journey.

The eventful week quickly passed and we, alas, had to return home. 
Did the trip improve our French ? That we dare not answer—either 
reply would arouse complications.

K.F. (V I U.A.)

AVEC LES CADETS DE L’ARMEE
During the last two weeks of July and the first week of August, 

I was enjoying my first trip abroad ; I was one of eighteen British 
C.C.F. and A.T.C. cadets who were guests of the French Government, 
spending most of the time in the French zone of Germany.

We first saw France through a gap in the clouds from the Valetta 
which took us across the Channel. At Villacoublay we were officially 
welcomed by Lieutenant Guillox who is in charge of the French 
cadet movement. Our first French meal was lunch at the Ecole 
Militaire after which everyone looked forward to further French 
cooking !

After lunch we toured Paris by coach, stopping at all the places of 
interest ; the noise and speed of French traffic was astounding ; 
cars seemed to be going wherever they pleased on the roads, so that 
crossing the road opposite L ’Arc de Triomphe was a nightmare.

The overnight train journey from Paris to Strasbourg is better 
forgotten but the bus ride from Kehl to Horb was more comfortable 
and through wonderful scenery, although the roads were terrible. 
We were billeted in tents on the top of a high cliff overlooking the 
town, and were given lessons on engines, the lessons being given in 
technical French.

Towards the end of our stay at Horb a French film unit arrived, 
and the camp was spruced up, coloured and whitewashed stones being 
used to assist. The effort of the British cadets was to make R.A.F. 
roundels in their correct colours on a background of dark soil with the 
motto “Per ardua ad astra” in white underneath.

On July 26th after a tremendous feast to celebrate the French 
“Fete de St. Cristophe” we left Horb for Phortheim. This town was 
93 per cent, destroyed by the R.A.F. in one night, so we wondered
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how the Germans would take to our R.A.F. uniforms. To our surprise 
they were quite friendly, though noticeably cooler in their attitude 
towards us than the people at Horb had been.

Other highlights of the trip were—a day out on manoeuvres with 
the French army, a visit to Sigmaringen Castle—one of the most 
beautiful palaces imaginable, and a day’s steamer trip round Lake 
Konstanz, with full military band in attendance.

After three weeks’ travelling round, speaking French all the time, 
and staying out late every night, we were tired out and ready for 
home, but everyone had thoroughly enjoyed the trip and was quite 
determined to go again as soon as possible. J.E.N. (V I U.Sc.)

HOUSE NOTES
BLUE HOUSE

First may we extend our heartiest congratulations to Green House 
on its fine effort in winning the Hurt Cup.

The past year has revealed a steady all-round improvement, 
especially in the junior sphere, where ability and enthusiasm have 
enabled us to win the Athletic and Swimming cups. In the Senior 
field, however, results have been only mediocre. So much for the 
past. This year we have great hopes of our powerful junior Rugby 
side, which includes many players from school teams. After our good 
win over Reds we appear to be in a good position for the championship. 
The Senior Rugby team has had its first success for two years despite 
the loss of last year’s stalwarts. The side has only lately combined 
into an efficient team.

In the past, Blues have been “carried through” by the Juniors. 
Come on, Blue Seniors, make a special effort and try to emulate the 
feats of the Juniors. The ability is not lacking, only the means to 
adapt it. P.H.L.

GREEN HOUSE
Congratulations to all members of the House on once again winning 

the Hurt Cup ! This was only achieved by hard work and a fine 
team-spirit which were particularly outstanding in the spheres of 
Rugby, Cricket and Swimming. It must, however, be impressed on 
all members of the House that a more concerted effort is required in the 
athletic field if we are to achieve our ambition for next year—that of 
retaining the Hurt Cup. Since the last issue of The Centaur we have 
succeeded in winning the Senior Cricket cup, but we were not quite 
so successful in the Junior division. There is much promise in the 
House for the new school year which has started with a very convincing 
win in our first Senior Rugby match against Blue House. We have 
the talent in the House to retain the cup but it is only by hard work 
and a combined effort that we shall do so.

D.M J.
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RED HOUSE
First of all, congratulations to Green House on gaining the Hurt 

Cup for the year 1952-3 !
Our efforts in seeking to retain the Hurt Cup failed in the crucial 

Cricket finals where both our teams were defeated, the Seniors by 
Greens and the Juniors by Yellows. However all that is past, and the 
future calls for greater efforts from all members if we are once more to 
come out on top.

Despite early optimism among both Juniors and Seniors on the 
likely results of the Rugby matches, both XV’s have lost so far and 
we now appear to have little chance of success here.

Enthusiasm, team-spirit and co-operation are the decisive factors 
if a House is going to be successful and it is up to each individual 
member to see that Red House is not deficient in these essential 
qualities ; after all, the year is far from over !

B.S.
YELLOW HOUSE

Yellow House offer their hearty congratulations to Green House 
for winning the Hurt Cup and title of Cock House for the year, 1952-3 ! 
It was, however, an eventful year for us ; we won the Clifton Cup for 
Senior Athletics and the Juniors brought home the Junior Cricket 
cup after an exciting match with Red House.

Our potentialities for the coming year are good. We have a good 
Senior Rugby team “on paper” and showed our skill on the field when 
we beat Red House by 12 pts. to 8 pts. The Junior House team field 
a good proportion of the School’s Under-14 team and in the one match 
they have played held Green House to a draw, 9 pts. each. Swimming 
let us down badly last year ; the Seniors were last and the Juniors 
third. We intend to rectify this this year and hope to begin coaching 
and practising at once. We still have some competent athletes in the 
House although the Athletic team will be without two invaluable, 
all-round sportsmen, C. R. Ball who is now at Birmingham University 
and J. A. Shaw who is a student apprentice at Ericssons. We wish 
these two boys every success in their respective careers.

Co-operation, enthusiasm, and an extra effort by every member 
of the House can ensure our success in the coming year.

M.S.B.

PARENT/STAFF ASSOCIATION
Our first meeting this school year was a gathering of parents of 

first term boys on September 23rd. As usual they were addressed by 
the Headmaster on topics of interest to those with new boys at the 
School. After a break for tea and biscuits there was a period of lively 
questioning, and when the evening ended it was agreed by all that the 
time had been most usefully spent.

On October 14th, we had two talks on “The Place of My Subject 
in the School Curriculum.” Mr. McCandless spoke for Science and 
Mr. Revill for History. There was a good attendance of parents and 
both these talks provoked some pertinent questions.
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A very large number of parents and boys turned up on November 
19th to hear talks on “Facilities for Education after the Grammar 
School.” The Headmaster, Mr. N. G. Jones of the Notts. Education 
Committee, and F/Lt. E. A. Hutchinson (C.C.F.), dealt fully with the 
various aspects of this subject.

Our future activities will include debates with the Brincliffe Parent/ 
Staff Association on February 4th at 7.15 p.m. Our teams, each 
consisting of a Parent and a Sixth Former, will oppose the two following 
motions :—

(1) That Television is the enemy of Education.
(2) That co-educational schools offer a more complete education 

than single-sex schools.
On March 3rd we have been lucky enough to secure the services of 

Dr. M. M. Lewis, Director of the Institute of Education, and Mr. 
K. V. Bailey, B.B.C. Education Officer, North Midlands. They will 
talk on the child’s use of leisure, Dr. Lewis dealing with reading 
habits, and Mr. Bailey with Broadcasting.

The Annual General Meeting will be on March 31st, and Family 
Day on May 22nd.

Our present membership includes the parents of more than two 
hundred and fifty boys. We cordially invite any interested parents to 
come along whether they are members or not. All evening meetings 
begin at 7.15 p.m. and are held in the School Hall.

THE OLD BOYS’ SECTION
J. K. Buck (’39-’44): was married to Miss Joan Baston (sister of 

Len Baston) on the 26th September, 1953, at St. Mary’s Attenborough.
Congratulations and best wishes to the happy couple !
Keith Buck, as he is popularly known to his many friends, is a life 

member of the Association and indeed a very loyal member. He has 
been a playing member of the Rugger Club since his demobilisation 
in 1946 ; he served in the R.A.F. as a pilot and saw service in Burma. 
He is a Post Office Engineer in civil life.

R. Houghton (’38-’44): ‘ Bob’, one-time captain and secretary of 
the Rugger Club and surely its most popular member, became the 
father of a second daughter, Helen Gail, on 23rd October, 1953, 
a sister for Fay.

Congratulations to Joy and Bob !
J. K. Haywood (’39-’47): is Maths. Master at Cheshunt Secondary 

School.
Colin Sharpe (’46-’51): is serving with the R.A.F. in Egypt.
M. S. Dominy (’44-’50): also in the R.A.F. is at Market Drayton.
W. A. (Bill) Morris (’29-’34): one of the first “first-formers” 

is now domiciled in Chesterfield.
J. A. Wood (’46-’50): is articled with D. W. H. Phipp & Co ; 

he has just passed inter-A. S. A. A.
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D. F. (Derek) Worthington (’35-’40): I'm  sure all members of 
the Association will regret to read that Derek has been seriously ill 
with nervous trouble these past four months. Although he is still in 
hospital, the latest news is that he is making good progress. Let us 
all hope that progress will continue until he has made a complete 
recovery.

D. F. Worthington has been a real stalwart of the Association, 
having served on the Old Boys’ Committee for most of the post-war 
years. For a time he ran the Badminton Club, but will be most 
remembered for his work at the Old Boys’ dance, where he collected 
the money and tickets at the door—by no means the most pleasant of 
tasks !

Although only 29 years old Derek is an A.M.I.Mech.E. and is 
employed as Senior Draughtsman by a local engineering firm.

H. H. Willmin (’29-’32): who is the oldest member of the Associ
ation, members of the Staff included, and of course a founder member 
of the School writes to say . . . that following his promotion to the 
Surveyor grade in H.M. Customs and Excise, he has now been 
appointed Surveyor-in-Charge of the Purchase Tax Centre at Leicester. 
Next year his son sits for the scholarship, and if successful will attend 
Leicester (Wiggeston) School—against which H.H.W. played Rugger 
and Cricket for the H.M.

He suggests that the School’s fixture lists should be published in 
The Centaur so that Old Boys could come along to see the modern 
version of old battles ; can the School do anything about this ? 
(See Cricket Notes—Ed.).

L. H. Moult (’30-’36) : another member of the School in its early 
days wrote in to say he is now residing at Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 
His “line” is that of “Can-making Engineer” with Crosse and Blackwell 
of London. L. H. Moult has charge of a plant that is capable of 
turning out three-quarter million precision cans per day ; it takes 
ten different machines to produce a finished can and the general speed 
is 300 cans per minute ; and if anything goes wrong L. H. Moult 
“carries the can”—for which I hope he will forgive me !

October Dance
A dance was held at the School on Saturday, 17th October, ’53, 

and the usual harassment and hard work of the organisers was rewarded 
by a good attendance. About 130 people came and judging by the 
very few people who “sat dances out” and the general air of bonhomie 
that prevailed, the dance was a great social success ! May attendances 
at future dances be as good !

Silver Jubilee
By September 1954 the School will be 25 years old and I’m sure 

the Old Boys will want to play their part in celebrating the event. 
The committee will do their best to organize these celebrations but 
to make them a success YOU MUST SUPPORT THEM.



THE CENTAUR Thirty-one

Secretary’s Notes
How pleasant it was to hear from some of the older members of 

the Association, and to be able to use their letters in the compiling of 
these notes ! But I hope other members will not be discouraged ; 
if you have any news whatsoever for the magazine I shall be grateful 
to receive it.
A.G.M., 1954

At the A.G.M., held 15th January, it was resolved that the O.B.A. 
should celebrate the School’s Silver Jubilee with a Reunion Dinner, 
to be held in the School Dir.ing Hall in September, the date to be 
decided later.

Old Boys not fortunate enough to be members of the Association 
are to be invited too; any member knowing of such Old Boy(s) wishing 
to attend the dinner should get him (them) to send to the Secretary 
O.B.A., for full details.

Pass the news round ! Let us commemorate the occasion worthily !
A. E. Osborne (’43 ’50) : We regret to record his death on 21st

January in a flying accident in Norfolk. A prefect and the Vice- 
Captain of the Rowing Club, he had left school on reaching his 
eighteenth birthday, anxious to join the R.A.F. We sympathise most 
deeply with his parents in their loss.

In conclusion may I wish everyone a Happy and Prosperous New 
Year.

H.K.B.

LIFE IN THE ROYAL NAVY
T have been asked to write an account of my life in the Royal Navy, 

for those who, like me, are unsuccessful in the Dartmouth examination 
and would like to try to obtain a permanent executive commission 
from the Lower Deck. I had better warn you from the start that life 
in the Royal Navy isn’t all it’s made out to be in recruiting posters 
but it’s a good life if you make it such. As far as education and up
bringing are concerned, the Henry Mellish provides an excellent 
background. The average boy who leaves school in the 5th Form 
would be quite capable of passing any educational examination which 
can be taken on the Lower Deck.

I believe that pre-entry training is essential, for once in the Royal 
Navy you must be “on top line” all the time and be top in everything. 
The Combined Cadet Force or Sea Cadets give instruction and 
perhaps sea training, which although perhaps not giving one anything 
but good impressions of the Royal Navy, is a good start. Then there 
is the final factor—Good Luck—and in that I have been unusually 
favoured.

I volunteered for 12 years as a seaman in the Royal Navy with the 
idea of doing my best to obtain an executive commission.

I reported to Victoria Barracks, which is the main centre for adult 
entries to the Royal Navy, on November 20th, 1951. The papers were 
signed and sealed on the following day, and one of a class of 33 raw
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recruits was in for twelve years ! The training period is the worst part, 
but once that is over life becomes much easier and you are left more 
on your own. In Victoria Barracks you take intelligence tests and are 
interviewed by a Personnel Selection Officer and that is the best time 
to make a first statement of intentions. I was made class leader, which 
at times is not an enviable job, but it’s a start, and a position of 
authority.

My training class, for I managed to hold the rank (unpaid) of class 
leader for the whole of my training, joined H.M.S. Implacable, newly 
converted to a training ship, on December 1st. We started instructions 
on January 1st, and they lasted until May 14th, when we were drafted 
to our home Port Division ; mine is Portsmouth. During the 18 or 
so weeks training, we covered most things in seamanship, doing a little 
of everything, just to whet the appetite. The course finished with an 
examination, in which I came out top. It is essential to do well all 
the time, keep out of trouble, and let all Officers who can help by 
giving recommends, know that your aim is for higher things.

By way of interest the Training Squadron is normally based at 
Portland ; we joined at Devonport, and had one two months cruise to 
Gibraltar.

I was in Royal Naval Barracks, Portsmouth, for one week, then I 
was drafted to H.M.S. Perseus where I have been ever since. That 
was May 21st. I was just normal Ship’s Company then, so I had to 
make my presence felt. Meanwhile the ship left Portsmouth and 
commenced a three-months refit in Scotland. Needless to say, I 
worked hard, if only at painting the ship, and I was recommended 
by the Captain for C.W. (Commission Warrant) when I had the 
necessary qualifications. First of all I had to sit an examination of 
roughly School Certificate standard in English, Mathematics, History 
and Geography and get 55 per cent, in each. This I did in October 
1952 ; all I needed then was to pass for Leading Seaman, another 
seamanship examination.

Meanwhile the ship had left Rosyth and was taking up duties as a 
Trooping and Ferry Carrier, and the first trip was to Singapore, 
leaving on December 12th. We arrived back in February and then made 
two trips to Norfolk, Virginia, U.S.A., to collect aircraft. Whilst at 
sea there was quite a lot of spare time and seamanship classes were 
held, but as an Ordinary Seaman I could not take the examination for 
Leading Seaman. I was rated Able Seaman after the normal 18 months, 
with 6 months back pay for high marks in training, and passed for 
Leading Seaman in Portsmouth on June 21st.

Since then we have started another trip to Singapore and are due 
back in November. As I am now fully qualified to “take the preliminary 
board” for Upper Yardman and a Commission, I have been allowed to 
take instruction in various duties on the trip, so that at the moment, 
although very busy, life is most interesting. I am “taking the board” 
in March and if I am lucky again in that, and boards to follow, I 
could be rated Acting Sub-Lieutenant by January, 1955.
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A final word; the pay is 7/- per day on joining, 8/- per day after 26 
weeks, 9/6d. for Able Seaman, 10/- for passed for Leading Seaman, 
and 13/6d. per day for Leading Seaman, with three periods of 14 
days leave per year. I hope I haven’t painted too rosy a picture or 
otherwise, but life is what you make it, and at least I ’ve seen the sea, 
travelled, and tried hard. So Good Luck ! Be seeing you ?

D ennis Gell (H.M.S. Perseus)

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
MR. A.

Aloof he sits upon his throne ;
Around him swirl the mystic vapours ;
Although his pupils cough and groan,
There he stays marking papers.

Phenyl Iso-cyanide
Mixed with Butyric acid fumes—
All the Form would rather hide—
It seems like choking death that looms,

Till, mingled with the fumes—a stink !
“A smell of peppermint, I think ;
Were you eating, boy ? ” he’ll say ;
“No more practical work today ! ”

J.A.P. (V I L.Sc.)

TAXIDERMY
The bird is on the table,
The scissors on the stand,
The feathers, they are parted,
The scalpel’s near at hand.

A two-inch cut is started 
Beneath the injured wing ;
The skin is quickly parted 
And cotton wool pressed in.

The carpel joints are broken,
The wings are neatly laid ;
The scalpel’s once more taken,
Another cut is made.

By rolling back the feathers 
And parting flesh from skin,
The wing is soon left hanging—
More cotton is pressed in.
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The tarsal joints are broken, 
The legs are neatly laid,
The gut is smartly severed— 
A few more cuts are made.

The second wing is loosened, 
The body is now free ;
The neck is neatly scissored— 
A bird ? It cannot be.

By turning back the feathers, and 
By parting skull from skin,
The head is cleaned of muscles— 
The scoop is then pushed in.

The brain and eyes removed,
The head is packed with tow.
An artificial body 
Is fixed with wire now.

The legs and wings are wired 
To fix them firm and fast ;
The bird is cured and mounted.
Encased—long may it last !

R.V.N. ( V IL .S c .)

KESTREL S DAY
The long green field stretched out invitingly ahead ; Kestrel was 

trembling with excitement ; through the corner of my eye, I could 
see Margot having the same trouble checking Punch.

“Are you ready ? ” shouted Jim. I nodded, for my mouth was dry. 
I heard his voice faintly as the gusty breeze ruffled my hair. “ One . . .  
Two . . . Three . . . Go ! ”

Kestrel shot forward with a lurch that nearly unseated me and I 
had to fight to get him up to the bit ; with five miles to go I had to 
check his mad pace, obsessed as he was with early-morning freshness. 
I eased him into a gentle canter and thankfully felt him relax against 
the terrific pressure I had exerted on his jaw.

Ahead, I could see Margot struggling to find Punch’s mouth ; 
they flew over the first fence and gradually drew away into the misty 
distance beyond.

The hedge loomed up, menacing and forbidding, but with effortless 
ease Kestrel sailed gracefully over and continued his easy pace on the 
other side. He began to blow a little as the plough underfoot made 
heavy going, but I could still feel the exhilarating strength stored up 
in his sinewy muscles.

I had lost all sight of Margot, but I knew the pace would soon 
begin to tell and I was quite confident of Kestrel’s staying power.
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We jumped the next hedge, hardly noticing its puny height ; I 
felt on top of the world, with three hundred guineas worth of horse
flesh in my hands, a seemingly endless stretch of green country ahead, 
and that glorious feeling of speed in my bones ; nothing could be 
more wonderful ; the wind whistling in my ears, my eyes streaming, 
the sharp sensation of Kestrel’s mane against my face, the pounding 
of his hoofs on the soft ground and that effortless never-ending pace.

Now we were pounding up a muddy lane with the hedges flashing 
past on either side ; we rounded the bend, and there was Punch 
plodding up the steep hill, almost spent. His breath came in great 
white clouds, and his flanks heaved with exertion. I noticed the 
muddy state of Margot and realized I must be just as bad.

As we drew nearer, I felt the mud and stones from Punch’s wake 
hitting me in the face but in an instant we were past and at the top of 
the hill. There lay all the world below us with just a mile of grassy 
fields to cover to the red-roofed house where was the finishing post.

With hardly a suggestion of pressure from my heels, my gallant 
steed leapt forward and ate up the ground at a killing pace ; he seemed 
to have boundless energy, unrivalled by that of any other living creature.

We thundered along through the peaceful scene, disturbing the 
birds and frightening rabbits. One more fence and we were on the 
home stretch. Regretfully I eased the ecstatic pace to a hand canter, 
but even when we stopped, my wonderful steed snorted and tossed 
his head and pawed the ground as if to be off again. I had beaten 
Punch by about 20 lengths.

K.O’P. (Vc)
A HAPPY HOLIDAY

Six o’clock comes, and up for Reveille !
Roll up the blankets and shake the soft pally.
Where is my mug ? it holds more than a cup !
Collect knife, fork, spoon, and hurry, “Grub’s up ! ”

Out on the moors, through heather and gorse—
Sooner stay back and peel spuds, of course—.
Bang ! Down on the ground, straight into a swamp ;
Stick there for hours ; that gives you the cramp.

The second lieutenant was just about the limit,
Throwing thunder flashes, sixty a minute.
Acting this way we found very vicious—
And throwing them in water ! Hard luck on the fishes !

Meals made up for it ; dining was good—
That is meals in the N.A.A.F.I. if get there you could—
Tomatoes all fried up with eggs ; what a feed !
And then off to bed which you find that you need.

M.E.R. (IVa)
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MOUNT EVEREST

Amidst the Himalayas,
Pointing to the sky,
This mountain threw her challenge 
To all who would climb high.

For years she stood unconquered 
By all the world below,
Majestic in her glory,
Amidst the ice and snow.

Men had tried, men had died,
But still she stood serene,
A great and glorious tribute 
To the maker of this queen.

Now in this year of glory,
The British Flag doth wave ;
The highest peak is conquered 
By men daring and brave.

J.G.S. (lie)

FREDERICK HARRINGTON
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