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1st RUGBY XV, 1952—53

By courtesy of “Nottingham Guardian" 
Back Row : J. M. Williams, P. Broadley, J. A. Shaw, I. A. S. Cranch, R. A. Jackson, D. Ripley, C. R. Ball, G. H. Blackburn, J. M. Brownhill. 

Front Row : H. Hardy, B. Scott, G. W. Smith, P. F. Hand, D. M. Jackson, I. C. Aldridge, J. F. M. May, B. R. A. Pearson, P. Smith.
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EDITORIAL
At this time, whilst the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II is still 

fresh in our minds and her reign opening before us, it is perhaps 
inevitable that our thoughts should turn to the illustrious reign of our 
earlier Elizabeth, and that our hopes should be that our present 
Queen’s reign shall be at least as glorious as that of her great namesake. 
But let there be this difference—that no modern Armada, of land 
sea or air, shall menace these shores; that, on the contrary, Peace may

“her power extend,
Foe be transformed to friend.”

The monarchy has become an integral part of English life, so much 
so that no future Cromwell will ever be able to oust it, even 
temporarily, from its honoured place. And inherent in the monarchy 
is its position — as even our coinage expresses it — of fidei defensor, 
defender of the Faith.

The Queen herself, by asking for the prayers of her people, showed 
that she realised that the Coronation service was no mere meaningless 
addition to her temporal position, no hollow ceremonial such as is 
found in the induction of the president of a republic. It was a solemn 
act of faith and of consecration to the service of God.

The Queen’s willing participation in the symbolic acts of the 
Coronation—receiving the Bible, “the lively oracles of God”, being 
annointed with holy oil—confirms the spirit of Christian service with 
which she has entered upon her arduous task and augurs well for the 
setting of a high moral tone throughout her reign. It may well be that 
the Queen’s example will inspire her subjects with a similarly sincere 
love of God, and our mother-country again become a champion of the 
true Christian Faith in a doubt-ridden world.

Vivat regina, fidei defensor!
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Argyle, M. A.
Broadley, P., Farrand, M.
Kitchen, D. J., Shipman, R. M., Starling, A. J.
Marriott, A. J., Oldbury, W. D., Roberts, E. H.
Dabbs, A. H., Stubbs, M. A.
Brown, M. J., Cotes, R. C., Daft, B., Huckerby, A., Jones, J. M., 
Parker, J. B., Soar, J.
Beasley, D. H., Daykin, D., Lock, D., Prentice, J. E., Rossington, 
T., Sturman, J.
Drakeley, Winfield, K. A. P.
Lant, G.
Gambles, B., Sidwell, J.
Ward, B. C.
Horton, R.

AVETE
Scotney, A. O.
DeLancey, J. C.
Scott, G. J.
Astle, J.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS, 1952—1953
School Captain: 
Vice-Captain: 
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

P. D. Wheeler.
D. M. Jackson.
I. C. Aldridge, C. R. Ball, K. C. A. Blasdale, 
D. R. Bromhead, P. F. Hand, R. A. Jackson,
J. H. Morley, C. R. Phillips, P. R. Preston, 
G. E. Rodmell.
M. S. Bridges, I. A. S. Cranch, R. A. Dawes, 
P. W. Ebling, P. F. Eddyshaw, R. L. Fisher, 
J. E. Hackett, H. Hardy, J. W. Holt, A. Lee, 
D. F. Leigh, R. A. Lomas, J. F. M. May. 
D. A. Noon, A. Odams, D. Ripley, P. F. 
Schwarz, B. Scott, C. D. Smith, G. W. Smith.

SCHOOL NOTES
At the December Oxford Local Examinations, the following boys 

gained the General Certificate of Education at the Ordinary Level :—
C. R. Ball (1 Subject), G. H. Blackburn (2), M. J. Brown (6), J. M. 
Brownhill (2), K. N. R. Clarke (4), R. C. Cotes (2), A. H. Dabbs (2), 
M. Farrand (2), D. C. Flint (1), A. V. Fisher (1), J. B. Jackson (1), 
A. J. Marriott (1), J. B. Parker (3), C. R. Phillips (1), J. E. Prentice (3),
D. Ripley (1), T. A. Salt (2), D. G. Wilson (1).

K. C. A. Blasdale is to be warmly congratulated on winning an 
Open Major Scholarship award in Natural Sciences at Gonville and 
Caius College, Cambridge.

D. M. Jackson, P. F. Hand, R. A. Jackson, I. A. S. Cranch, J. F. 
May, H. Hardy and P. Broadley played in Notts. Grammar Schools 
Rugby trials, and D. M. Jackson and Cranch played in representative 
matches.

D. M. Jackson, playing for the School against Loughborough G.S. 
1st XI, scored 102 not out and so became the fourth boy in the history 
of the school to score a century.
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For over a year workmen have been engaged on the edge of the 
field removing some of the old air-raid shelters and erecting in their 
place two new Biology Laboratories; these were opened on 4th May 
and are now in full use.

On May 4th several members of the Sixth Form attended a conference 
on the theme of “Faith and Reason”, organised by the Student Christian 
Movement and held at the Manning School. The conference was 
addressed by such interesting speakers as the Rev. Carlisle Patterson, 
the Rev. Kenneth Waights and Canon Hawkins.

For three days during Easter Week, Ball, Brownhill and Hardy 
attended an Athletics coaching course organised jointly by the Midland 
Counties A.A.A. and the Central Council of Physical Recreation; 
this was held at Grendon Hall, Northants.

As part of the Nottinghamshire Schools Coronation Celebrations, 
a “Festival of the Queens’ Music” is being held in various large 
towns in the country during the period July 10th-20th; the School 
Choir is contributing towards the festival with two madrigals.

Early this year the school handicraft department was invited 
to design and make a lectern for Brincliffe Grammar School. The 
work was done mainly by M. Farrand and he produced a most 
creditable effort in oak. We understand this lectern is now in daily 
use at Brincliffe.

The motion, “This House disapproves of the opposite sex,” was 
debated at High Pavement School in an inter-schools debate last term. 
M. R. Pokorney seconded and M. J. Woodcock opposed the motion— 
which was defeated !

Four further visits to the Playhouse have been made since January 
and parties of 120 boys have on these occasions seen The Tempest, The 
Boy David, Two Gentlemen of Verona, and The Ghost Train.

Mr. S. Buxcey is leaving us in July to take up a Physics post at the 
Hillhouse Secondary Technical School, Huddersfield; we wish him 
every happiness.

Before the end of term Mr. Buxcey is taking two parties of boys 
camping, rock-climbing, mountain-rescue training, etc.— 18 boys of 
all ages—to White Hall, Derbyshire, for the week-end, 10th-12th 
July; and 32 boys from the Second Forms to Chee Dale and Dovedale 
on 15th July.

In addition, during the week-end, 17th-19th July, nineteen cadets 
in Mr. Buxcey’s charge visit R.N.V.R., H.Q., Humber Division, for 
elementary training in seamanship, etc.

Cadet Corporal D. Noon of the R.A.F. Section, C.C.F., has been 
awarded a Flying Scholarship which will enable him to receive training 
at the Derby Aero Club, to the standard of Civil Pilots “A” Licence.

Cadet Corporal J. E. Hackett of the R.A.F. Section, C.C.F., has 
been selected with three other cadets from 64 (N) Group, R.A.F., to 
visit the French Forces in Germany. He will fly to Paris on 16th
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July, 1953, and during the following three weeks, will be attached to 
various units of the French Army and Air Force including the French 
Army Mountain Commandos at Luppinghen and French Army Tanks 
at Hortzein.

A party of 48 boys, accompanied by Mr. Marshall, Mr. Boddy and 
Mr. Dean, are visiting Paris from the 28th July to the 5th August.

As the new Carlton Coeducational Grammar School will not be ready 
until September, 1954, the thirty boys who would have gone there are 
coming to us temporarily and will be housed in Room 11, the former Bio
logy Room; the thirty girls are going to WestBridgford Grammar School.

Dates of the terms next school year are as follows :—
Autumn, 1953 : Tuesday, 8th September—Tuesday, 22nd December. 
Spring, 1954 : Monday, 11th January—Friday, 9th April.
Summer, 1954 : Wednesday, 28th April—Friday, 23rd July.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, McCandless, Goodall, Marshall, Smith, H. K. Butler and 
G. E. Rodmell.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines 
and apologise for possible omissions :— The Brunts Magazine, The 
Cestrefeldian, The Elizabethan, The Gong, The Humphrey Perkins 
Chronicle, The Newtonian, The Magazine of the Royal College, Ceylon.

RUGBY
The First XV have achieved considerable success throughout the 

season despite a paucity of players with first team experience. With 
the growth of confidence, the standard of play rose correspondingly, 
and next season will see us with a nucleus of seasoned players around 
which to build up a team.

RESULTS
Wed., 14th Jan., v University (Away) Lost 8-9

The School was rather shaken by a quick try by the University backs, but 
we fought back hard. The handling amongst the School three-quarters was 
never very good, but the hard tackling of the forwards more than made up 
for this.
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Sat., 17th Jan., v Leicester [Home) Won 17-3
Right from the start the School assumed command, with the backs running 

hard and fast. The scrummaging was poor at times, but the School pack were 
far superior in the loose.
Sat., 24th Jan., v King’s School, Grantham (Away) Cancelled
Sat., 31st Jan., v West Bridgford (Away) Won 3-0

A very high wind made good rugger impossible, and in the second half 
the only try came from an opportunist move by the School backs.
Wed., 25th Jan., v Cotton College (Home) Won 21-5

Once again the issue was never in doubt. Fine running by the backs, and 
hard loose-forward play put Cotton out of the game.
Second XV
Wed., 21st Jan., v Humphrey Perkins G.S. Cancelled
Sat., 24th Jan. v West Bridgford G.S. Cancelled
Wed., 28th Jan., v Moat School Cancelled
Wed., 4th Feb., v Southwell G.S. Won 24-3
Wed., 11th Feb., v Southwell G.S. Cancelled
Wed., 21st Feb., v West Bridgford G.S. Won 9-3
Under 15 XV
Sat., 24th Jan., v King’s School, Grantham Cancelled
Wed., 28th Jan., v Moat School Cancelled
Sat., 31st Jan., v West Bridgford G.S. Lost 3-0
Sat., 7th Feb., v High Pavement G.S. Cancelled
Sat., 14th Feb., v Newark Magnus Cancelled
Under 14 XV
Sat., 17th Jan., v Alderman Newton’s G.S. Won 21-8
Wed., 21st Jan., v Humphrey Perkins G.S. Cancelled
Sat., 7th Feb., v High Pavement G.S. Cancelled
Wed., 11th Feb., v Southwell G.S. Cancelled
Sat., 21st Feb., v West Bridgford G.S. Lost 6-0
Wed., 25th Feb., v Cotton College Won 16-5

CRICKET NOTES
The First X I has been fortunate in having eight of last season’s 

team available, although it keenly regrets the loss of G. W. Hammerton 
on whom the batting strength of the team rested; so far this season 
there has been a lack of sound batsmen—the first three games, though 
ending in victory, all had scores under seventy. However, the match 
against Loughborough did reveal the team’s potentialities and the
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fine chanceless century by the vice-captain, D. M. Jackson, was a 
pleasure to watch. It was, incidentally, the first century since W. L. 
Bircumshaw’s in 1943. The bowling is strong and consistent and gives 
no cause for worry, nor can the fielding be much improved, except 
perhaps close to the wicket. On the whole, then, only the batting merits 
criticism but if the progress shown in the last two games continues, 
the school will develop a well-balanced side.
Sat., April 25th, v King’s School, Grantham (Home) Won by 3 wkts.

K ing’s School 50 (Phillips 3-6, Wheeler 3-6),
School 51-7.
The first match of the season showed an expected uncertainty in the batting, 

but steady bowling turned the game, by reducing the demands from the bats
men, in favour of the School.
Wed., May 6th, v High Pavement G.S. (Away) Won by 30 runs

School 57.
High Pavement 27 (Smith 3-5).
The School made a poor score on a wicket that was good for many runs. 

With the exception of D. M. Jackson who alone showed any confidence, the 
batsmen all gave their wicket away. However the bowling by the School, 
particularly a fine opening attack by Smith, and tight fielding won the game.
Sat., May 9th, v High Pavement G.S. (Home) Won by 3 runs

School 60.
High Pavement 57 (Aldridge 6-13, Smith 3-9).
In a match that ended in thrilling suspense, Aldridge gave the best perform

ance of his School career with a remarkable 6-13. He was ably supported by 
Smith and together they won the day.
Sat., June 6th, v The Parents (Home) Lost by 5 wkts.

School 96-6 dec. (Brozvnhill 34, Scott 29),
The Parents 97-5.
Yet another Family Day match was given a pleasant day and in typical 

cricket surroundings a good game, though a defeat for the School, was enjoyed.
Wed., June 10th, v Loughborough G.S. (Home) Drawn

School 136-6 dec. (Jackson, D. M., 102 not out, Harrison 20 not out), 
Loughborough 45-3.
Though ending in a tame draw this match is memorable for the chanceless, 

unbeaten century by Jackson, who, supported well by Harrison, gave the 
School a formidable total.

Second XI
April 25th v King’s School, Grantham (Away)

School 91 (Twells 44, North 23).
Grantham 84 (Johnson 3-10).

May 16th v High Pavement G.S. (Home)
May 20th v Southwell Minster School ‘A’ (Away)

Southwell 104.
School 49 (Twells 24).

May 21st v Nottingham High School (Away)
School 65 (Fletcher 23).
N.H.S. 66-5.

June 10th v Loughborough G.S. (Away)
School 106-8 dec. (North 19, Blackburn 18).
Loughborough 89-9 (Johnson 3-6).

Won by 7 runs

Cancelled 
Lost by 55 runs

Lost by 5 wkts.

Drawn



SCHOOL UNIFORMS
FROM

D & P SCHOOL OUTFITTERS LTD.

IF you are in any doubt about 
choosing School uniforms for 
your boys, may we suggest 

that you come to D  & P and 
talk the matter over.

You may rely on the advice 
that we give, for, after so many 
years experience in this specialised 
jo b  we do know how to handle it.

For reliability and for sound 
value, note the address :•

D & P SCHOOL 
OUTFITTERS 

LTD.
19/21 FRIAR LANE 

NOTTINGHAM
T e l.  52077
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NOTTINGHAM
TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK

HEAD OFFICE - LOW PAVEMENT

Amounts received from 1/- to £500 in any one year. 

Total Limit £3,000

INTEREST

A B S O L U T E  S E C U R I T Y  NO  C H A R G E S
Funds - £26,500,000. Surplus - £445,000.

Accounts - 235,000
Open Daily 10 to 4, except Friday 10 to 5 

Saturday 9.30 to 12.30

Branches in all parts of the City and County
LOCAL BRANCHES :

233/5 MAIN STREET 240 2 RADFORD ROAD
BULWELL HYSON GREEN
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June 13th v Queen Elizabeth’s G.S., Mansfield (Away) Cancelled 
June 17th v High Pavement G.S. (Away) Cancelled
June 20th v Derby School (Home) Cancelled
July 1st v Southwell Minster School (Home) Cancelled

Colts X I (Under 14)
May 9th v High Pavement G.S. (Away)

School 43.
High Pavement 42-4.

May 16th v Nottingham High School (Away) 
School 50.
Nottingham High School 51-1.

May 20th v Southwell Grammar School (Away) 
School 24.
Southwell Grammar School 25-7.

June 10th v Loughborough G.S. (Home)
Loughborough 105.
School 56.

June 13th v Queen Elizabeth’s Boys’ G.S. (Home) 
June 18th v Nottingham High School (Home) 
June 20th v Derby School (Away)

School 13.
Nottingham High School 15-3.

Drawn

Lost by 9 wkts.

Lost by 3 wkts.

Lost by 49 runs

Cancelled 
Lost by 7 wkts. 

Cancelled

(Under 15)
April 25th v King’s School, Grantham (Home) Won by 69 runs

School 101.
King’s School 32.

ATHLETICS
This year has been probably the most notable in the school’s athletics 

history.
The season opened at the White City where the London A.C. 

Schools’ Championships were held. Here C. R. Ball gained a “standard” 
medal in the ‘Discus’ event.

The school sports followed on May 7th when eight new records were 
created; the results are given below.

In the Notts. A.A.A. Championships held on the Forest, the school’s 
representatives in the ‘Under 15’ sprints and hurdles all won through 
to the second round, but were unable to gain a place in any final; 
however, C. R. Ball gained 3rd place in the Senior Discus event. 
The school Relay team also competed for the Corinthian Cup and 
completed a most successful season by beating the Nottingham High 
School and High Pavement G.S. who finished 2nd and 3rd respectively.

The school Relay team (Hardy, Aldridge, Brownhill and Hand) had 
also competed in inter-Grammar Schools relay races for the Mundella



SCHOOL SPORTS, 1953

1

(By courtesy of “Nottingham Guardian”)
J. M. Brownhill winning Senior 100 yards. J. A. Shaw creating a new Senior B. Rawding winning the (Middle) Shot.

Long Jump record.
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Senior Relay Team, 1953
Golden Jubilee Trophy, the Cuthbertson Cup and the Trivett Cup. 
The team won the Mundella Trophy and the Trivett Cup and in the 
latter they clocked the exceptional time of 67.9 secs, for the 660 yds. 
With two reserves in the team for the Cuthbertson Cup, they did very 
well to gain third place.

In the South Notts. Schools Championships, - the school gained 
four firsts, three seconds and a third; they also won the relay race in 
record time and gained 2nd place in the final placings, three points 
behind the winners, Beeston Fields.

In the Notts. Schools A.A.A. Championships held at Harworth, 
the school, competing under the South Notts, flag, gained six firsts, 
seven seconds and five thirds, and also created four new records. In 
the final team placings, South Notts, were placed 2nd in the Inter
mediate Boys and 3rd in the Senior Boys.

As a result of the Championships the following boys have been 
selected to represent Nottinghamshire in the “All England Schools 
A.A.A. Championships” to be held on July 17th and 18th at Uxbridge; 
they are :—C. R. Ball, I. C. Aldridge, P. F. Hand, J. M. Brownhill 
and J. A. Shaw.

The Midland Counties A.A.A. also completed their Championships 
on Saturday, July 4th. Here the school also gained three first places. 
J. M. Brownhill won the Youths 100 yds. and C. R. Ball gained first 
places in the Junior Discus and the Junior Javelin.
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As a result of these successes C. R. Ball has been invited to represent 
the Midland Counties A.A.A. in the Discus and Javelin events in the 
A.A.A. Junior Championships to be held at Cardiff on 25th July.

School Sports, 1953 
J u n io r

100 yards. 1 Fisher (Y), 2 Beadsworth (G), 3 Riley (R).
220 yards. 1 Beadsworth (G), 2 Fisher (Y), 3 Clifton (B).
Hurdles. 1 Widlake (Y), 2 Radford (Y), 3 Rushforth (B)—Time 14-5 secs. 
High Jump. 1 Bright (B), 2 Ouley (G), 3 Pickersgill (G), 3 =  Thompson (Y) 

—Height 4 ft.
Long Jump. 1 Clifton (B), 2 Thompson (Y), 3 Humberstone—Distance 15' 1"*.
Shot. 1 Wallis (B), 2 Dale (G), 3 Goddard (G)—Distance 3T 5J".
Discus. 1 Beadsworth (G), 2 Bugent (B), 3 Wallis (B)—Distance 80' 1"*. 
Cricket Ball. 1 Wallis (B), 2 Bull (G), 3 Dale (G)—63 yds. 10".
Relay. 1 Blue, 2 Green, 3 Yellow.

M iddle
100 yards. 1 Fenton (B), 2 Rawding (Y), 3 Barnes (R)—Time 1T4 secs.
220 yards. 1 Webster (G), 2 Fenton (B), 3 Welboume (G)—Time 25-8 secs.
440 yards. 1 Burrows (R), 2 Hodge (Y), 3 Hammerton (Y)—Time 66-6 secs.
880 yards. 1 Hodge (Y), 2 Mayfield (R), 3 Royle (R)
1 Mile. 1 Royle (R), 2 Alexander (Y), 3 Mayfield (R)—Time 6 mins. 8 secs. 
Hurdles. 1 Pinkney (G), 2 Whyman (B), 3 Worthington (B)—-Time 16-3 secs.* 
High Jump. 1 Rippon (R), 2 Shepherd (G), 3 Pinkney (G)—Height 4 ft. 8 ins. 
Long Jump. 1 Disney (Y), 2 Rippon (R), 3 Purdy (G)—Distance 18 ft.
Shot. 1 Rawding (Y), 2 Webster (G), 3 Ayscough (R)—Distance 34 ft. 7J ins. 
Discus. 1 Ayscough (R), 2 Rawding (Y), 3 Bayliss (B)—Distance 111 ft. 4 ins. 
Javelin. 1 Ayscough (R), 2 Jarvis (R), 3 Pinkney (G)—Distance 117 ft.* 
Cricket Ball. 1 Jarvis (R), 2 Rawding (Y), 3 Ingham (Y)—Distance 

79 yds. 2 ft. 2b ins.
Relay. 1 Yellow, 2 Green, 3 Blue.

S en ior
100 yards. 1 Aldridge (R), 2 Brownhill (G), 3 Hand (Y)—Time 10-3 secs.
220 yards. 1 Aldridge (R), 2 Brownhill (G), 3 Hand (Y)—Time 23-1 secs* 
440 yards. 1 Phillips (G), 2 Jenner (B), 3 Buxton (G)—Time 57-2 secs.
880 yards. 1 Brown (Y), 1 = Scott (R), 3 Jenner (B)—Time 2 mins. 18-4 secs. 
1 Mile. 1 Brown (Y), 2 Jenner (B), 3 Buxton (G)—Time 5 mins. 8 secs. 
Hurdles. 1 Aldridge (R), 2 Ashman (G), 3 Brownhill (G)—Time 15 secs.
High Jump. 1 Blackburn (R), 2 Shaw (Y), 3 Ashman (G)—Height 5 ft. 1 in. 
Long Jump. 1 Shaw (Y), 2 Hand (Y), 2 = Jackson (G)—Distance 19 ft. 8 ins.* 
Shot (12 lbs.) 1 Ball (Y), 2 Jackson (B), 3 Smith (B)—Distance 41 ft.
Discus. 1 Ball (Y), 2 Smith (B), 3 Smith, P. (R)—Distance 136 ft. 9 ins. 
Javelin. 1 Ball (Y), 2 Smith (B), 3 Jackson (B)—Distance 138 ft. 9 ins.
Relay. 1 Green, 2 Red, 3 Yellow.

*Denotes a new school record.
P.F.H.

ROWING
After some fruitless experiments and changes the crews settled down 

as had been anticipated, viz. :—
"A ” C rew  

M. Murden — Bow 
B. B. Hutchinson— 2
E. M. Loy — 3
M. G. Horey — Stroke 
S. Clark — Cox

“B” C rew  
M. J. Woodcock — Bow 
J. I. Palmer — 2
M. W. Rose — 3
A. C. Antcliffe — Stroke 
J. V. Rose — Cox
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The first crew, with its greater experience, showed better style and 
watermanship, but at an early date it was obvious that the second crew 
was moving the boat a shade faster. In these early months the second 
crew made great advances in acquiring smoothness and polish, while 
retaining their power. The first crew, on the other hand, seemed 
incapable of finding the punch in the water which their work so 
obviously lacked.

The first event was the Head of the Trent, Schools Division, on 
March 14th. It was unfortunate that an accident to Loy’s hand made 
it necessary to row a substitute in the first crew; B. J. Arthur, who at 
this stage was rowing bow in an attempt to increase the power, moved 
to three, and Murden came in again at bow. This rearranged crew 
rowed most satisfactorily, to finish eighth in 11 mins. 26 secs. Arthur 
held the crew together well at three, and it is a great pity that his other 
interests have prevented him from keeping up his rowing. The second 
crew were seventh in 11 mins. 11 secs.

Next, on May 2nd, came the Butcher Cup for maiden oarsmen under 
the age of twenty-one. Both crews were entered, and both were 
beaten by the Nottingham High School which won the trophy. The 
first crew first beat a Nottingham Britannia crew by half a length, and 
then were two lengths down to the High School. The second crew 
beat a Nottingham University crew by three quarters of a length and 
then, helped by a High School crab, lost by three feet.

A week later the second crew rowed a new and welcome fixture 
against Wyggeston School, Leicester, which has only recently taken 
up this sport. The race was very close until the halfway mark. Then 
a crab by Wyggeston enabled us to win by a length and a half.

At Nottingham Regatta, on May 6th, the first crew competed in the 
maiden event for the Berrey Cup. In the first race of the day they 
crossed the line a length ahead of Manchester University “B”. Next, 
after a collision, they were awarded the race against York City Rowing 
Club. They were then knocked out by Nottingham Britannia, who 
beat them by two lengths. The second crew, in the Queen Elizabeth 
Cup for School Fours, rowed very well when losing by half a length 
to Priory School, Shrewsbury, first crew.

Horey’s crew were slowly gaining some of the power which they so 
urgently needed, and at Newark Regatta on June 6th they showed 
evidence of further improvement when in the maiden fours event they 
lost by a quarter of a length to a good Nottingham and Union four 
after a most keenly contested race.

Antcliff’s crew, on the other hand, failed to keep up regular training 
outings and consequently revealed considerable loss of form when 
losing fairly easily to a Nottingham Britannia crew in the Jardine Cup 
(June 13 th). In this event the first crew were drawn against the 
winners, the Nottingham and Union Rowing Club. We were beaten 
by a length and a half, but no conclusion as to form could be drawn
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because we crabbed very thoroughly after six strokes. After that the 
race would have been a procession but for the sporting action of the 
Union oarsmen who stopped and offered us a restart. It was decided, 
however, that our crew should abide by its own mistakes. After all, 
a crab is caused by a little bad luck combined with a lot of bad rowing.

The main events yet to be rowed are the Spencer and Heald Cups 
for Nottingham Schools, and the Ball Cup for Midland Schools. It 
is possible that if the crews show good enough form we shall compete 
in some of the later local Regattas.

Not the least pleasing feature of our activities at the moment is the 
keenness and ability shown by the members in the Fourth Forms. It is 
to be hoped that they will keep it up, and learn to accept and enjoy the 
hard work which awaits them if they are to become proficient oarsmen. 
No other sport requires more quiet and unspectacular application to 
ensure success.

At the end of the year we shall be losing some of our members, 
including Loy, Hutchinson and, unexpectedly, Horey. We wish 
them all the best, and hope they will be able to keep up their rowing 
wherever they go.

Individual Criticisms
Horey. Rather short and stockily built; he will make a good stroke 

if he continues to increase his reserves of stamina. He is slowly 
overcoming a tendency to “lug” the finish.

Loy. The most experienced oarsman, but an inclination to use his 
arms prematurely has so far prevented him from being the force 
he should be. He sometimes fails to concentrate fully.

Hutchinson. Good smooth style, but in paddling must use his full 
power consistently.

Murden. Small and lightly built; he is developing a good style and 
should make a neat and lively bow.

Clark. Probably the best cox so far produced by the school. He is 
gaining much experience with club crews, and learning to control 
the crew as well as steer the boat.

Antcliff. Good build. Seems to have the makings of a determined 
and effective stroke. Bladework strong but rough at times.

Rose, M. W. Rows a long blade, spoilt by a tendency to shallowness. 
Smooth style.

Palmer. Most effective at times, but blade control is not all it should be. 
Woodcock. Good style, but in paddling tends to “miss” the beginning. 
Rose, J. V. Rather quiet, but keen and willing to learn.
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SWIMMING, 1952—53
The Annual Swimming Gala was not held at the end of the Easter 

Term this year, owing to the revision of regulations concerning 
spectators at the Northern Baths.

The swimming championships were held on separate days according 
to age groups, the final day being given over to the relay races.

During the term, in normal swimming periods, 73 boys gained their 
Third Class Certificates, and 22 boys their Second Class Certificates. 
The vast majority of the boys in the school have now gained at least 
one Certificate, but there are very few speed swimmers on which to 
build a team to compete with other clubs or schools.

The points gained from the Championships, to which have been 
added the points for Certificates resulted in the Houses being placed 
as follows :—
Senior Championship :— 1st Green House 71 pts. 2nd Red House 

66 pts. 3rd Blue House 55 pts. 4th Yellow House 54 pts.
Junior Championships :— 1st Blue House 46| pts. 2nd Green House 

44 pts. 3rd Yellow House 35J pts. 4th Red House 24 pts.
Final placing :— 1st Green House. 2nd Blue House. 3rd Red House. 

4th Yellow House.

SWIMMING GALA RESULTS
Seniors
2 Lengths Free Style. Hatcher (G), Kitchen (R), Flowers (Y). 
2 Lengths Breast. Brownhill (G), Kitchen (R), Smith (B).
2 Lengths Back. Lee (R), Greaves (G), Bail (Y).
Plunge. Jackson (B), Rose (G), Drabble (R).
Dive. Flowers (Y), Kitchen (R), Greaves (G).
Relay. Red, Green, Yellow.
Medley Relay. Red, Green, Blue.
M iddles
2 Lengths Free Style. Ayscough (R), Spray (Y), Burchell (G). 
2 Lengths Breast. Murfitt (Y), Pinkney (G), Wilson (R).
2 Lengths Back. Charles (R), Drakeley (Y), Millns (B). 
Plunge. Shepherd (G), Rawding (Y), Sewell (B).
Dive. Bagworth (B), Wood (Y), Pinkney (G).
Relay. Red, Yellow, Blue.
Medley Race. Yellow, Red, Green.
Juniors
1 Length Free Style. Elliot (G), Bright (B), Jones (Y).
1 Length Breast. Lee (G), Radford (B), Millns (R).
1 Length Back. Bayliss (B), Beadsworth (G), Oakland (R). 
Plunge. Beadsworth (G), Bayliss (B), Akers (Y).
Dive Bright (B), Millns (R), Jones (Y).
Relay. Green, Blue, Yellow.
Medley Race. Blue, Green, Yellow.



Sixteen THE CENTAUR

COMBINED CADET FORCE NOTES
SUMMER, 1953

The resignation of Lieut. Commander H. L. Newitt as Officer 
Commanding was received with regret at the beginning of the Summer 
Term. This has entailed reorganisation of the Officer strength of the 
Unit which is now :—

Officer Commanding : F/Lt. E. A. Hutchinson.
Officer i/c R.N. Section : Sub. Lt. S. Buxey.
Officer i/c R.A.F. Section : F/Lt. W. L. Evans.

A hearty welcome is extended to F/O. F. Clarke who will be joining 
the Contingent this term. It is hoped that next term the Unit will 
have an Officer i/c Army Section.

It is regretted that Sub. Lt. S. Buxey is leaving the Contingent at 
the end of this term but the Unit extends its best wishes to him in 
his new post.

The present strength of the Contingent is rather below establishment 
but it is hoped that recruits this term, together with next term’s intake, 
will bring the Contingent up to a strength of at least 170 Cadets.

The Annual Inspection took place on 27th March, 1953. Once 
again, blessed with fine weather, the Contingent gave a good account 
of itself and has been pleased to receive a most satisfactory report 
from the Inspecting Officers led by Group Captain Greenaway.

All Officers and Cadets extend to the N.C.O.’s who are leaving this 
term, the last remaining few of the first Cadets to join the Contingent 
when formed in 1949, their grateful thanks for their help and loyalty 
and wish them every success in the future.

R.N. SECTION
Annual training took place during the Easter Vacation when the 

Section was fortunate in being attached to H.M.S. Vanguard at 
Portsmouth. This proved outstandingly instructive and enjoyable.

Although the dinghy is now revarnished it has not been possible to 
make satisfactory arrangements for mooring at T.S. Orion where 
pilfering and wanton damage to boats is causing considerable difficulties 
over stores. It is hoped that these difficulties will have been overcome 
in the near future.

The Section was represented at the Coronation Naval Review by 
O.S. G. B. Murfitt who was accommodated on H.M.S. Implacable; 
an account of his experiences will be found on a later page.

From Friday, July 17th, to Sunday, July 19th, cadets from the 
R.N., R.A.F. and Basic Sections will be visiting H.M.S. Galatea, 
the Humber Division R.N.V.R. Headquarters at Hull.
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A Frigate in the Forth (The photograph was taken from an aeroplane in which 
cadets, R.N. Section, were training).

Defence Section awaiting attack (By courtesy of ‘Nottingham Guardian')
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ARMY AND BASIC SECTIONS
The training programme has been intensified this term with a view 

to Certificate A Boards taking place in October. A new platoon has 
been formed in the Basic Division with recruits from the Senior School.

The loss of the Senior N.C.O.’s at the end of this term will be a 
serious blow to both Sections. It is up to the junior N.C.O.’s to fit 
themselves quickly to take over their new duties.

This year’s Camp will again take place at Fylingdales. The Section 
will once again be under the Command of Major B. O. Kelly, C.O. 
of Chesterfield Grammar School C.C.F., and Under Officer T. L. 
Butler to whom the Unit is greatly indebted. Before going to Camp 
it is hoped to arrange for training with a regular Army Unit for a day 
or so.

R.A.F. SECTION
The strength of the Section has now risen to 35 and is at present 

the largest post-Certificate A Section in the Unit.
Cadets have been entered for Proficiency and Advanced examinations, 

the results reflecting favourably on the Section. We now have 5 Cadets 
with Advanced and 18 Cadets with Proficiency Certificates.

Corporal D. Noon has been awarded a Flying Scholarship, the 
fourth obtained in two years by the Section. Leading Cadet Jones 
represented the Section at the Coronation.

Normal training has been carried out with emphasis on training with 
the Slingsby Glider, which is proving very attractive to the Cadets.

Receiving static instruction on the Slingsby Glider
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A Field Day was held at Half-Term when 29 Cadets visited R.A.F. 
Swinderby and enjoyed an afternoon’s flying on one of the few fine 
days so far this summer.

Promotions:—To F/Sgt., K. C. A. Blasdale; to Corporal: A. 
Odams, D. Noon, M. Murden, M. Horey.

THE SCOUT TROOP
Recently attendance at Troop meetings by some boys has not been 

very good : each time they fail to attend they are letting down the 
rest of their patrol and the Troop. This Troop is not merely “another 
School Society”, but a School Society which trains in citizenship and 
in character, and one which makes its way without financial aid. We 
believe in self-reliance at all times. Let no member of the Troop forget 
this.

I mentioned last time that six Scouts were nearly up to First Class 
standard. Those six are progressing very well, but since to be first 
class at anything takes a long time, no badge has been awarded yet. 
Proficiency badges are being taken regularly, but one or two in the 
Troop are still without Second Class.

The Troop Leader, D. A. Noon, has returned from the Pan-Pacific 
Jamboree in Australia, where he represented British Scouting, with 
a remarkable assortment of boomerangs, New Zealand jade, a kangaroo 
skin, what appears to be a Malayan idol, and an Egyptian fez. He 
has also acquired (we think that is the right word) the name-plate of 
the 4th Wogga Wogga Troop. This place, he assures us, really exists.

He and P/L (S) M. Tagg were selected for two of the places allotted 
to Nottingham Scouts at the Coronation, so we should have later a 
first-hand account of that great event.

So far this year, we have held two camps. The first was at our old 
site at Thrumpton, which we have not used for several years, and there 
at Easter the P/L’s and Seconds spent a muddy time. The second, 
attended mainly by boys who had never been to camp before, was 
held at Whitsun, at Gedling.

Our summer camp will be held at Bradbourne Mills, near Ashbourne 
in Derbyshire, and for the fortnight we shall be able to make the cost 
two guineas.

Several all-day meetings have been held on Saturdays this term at 
Gedling and Radcliffe-on-Trent, and one meeting consisted of in
dividual patrol hikes over areas chosen by the P/L’s. As usual, the 
Troop good turn was the selling of programmes and acting as 
messengers at the Netherfield carnival.

As for next term—apart from the ordinary meetings, there is a 
possibility that dinner-time meetings will be restored; there will be 
the autumn whist drive and dance, about November; and the “Gang 
Show” at the Theatre Royal for the week beginning November 16th, 
in which some members of this Troop may be taking part. We shall 
be having a busy time !

K.F.I.



Twenty THE CENTAUR

FRIDAY, 22nd MAY, 1953
This day is important enough to warrant being the subject of an 

article in our magazine. In the morning before break the Headmaster 
distributed prizes to the prizewinners, 1951-52—the prize-list appeared 
in the last Centaur; after break Coronation souvenirs were presented; 
after dinner the school broke up for the Whit Week half-term holiday 
(four days) followed by the Coronation holiday (three days).

The Coronation souvenir given to each boy by the Education 
Committee was a special edition of the New Testament with a printed 
foreword by the Director and Chairman. Three School Governors, 
Mrs. Wilson, Mr. Whitehead and Mr. Hackett (both Old Boys of the 
school) were on the platform with the Headmaster and Mrs. Hackett 
at the presentation, and Mrs. Hackett gave copies of the Testament 
to representatives of each Form in the school.

Before the presentation the Headmaster gave the school a brief 
address on the place of the monarchy in English life, with special 
reference to its increased influence during this century.

This memorable occasion ended with the singing of the verses 
of the National Anthem.

H.D. (VI L.A)

“TRIAL BY JURY”
If one had been present at the Theatre Royal in early April for the 

D’Oyly Carte Opera Company’s production of the Gilbert and Sullivan 
opera Trial by Jury one might have noticed some very attentive young 
men on the front row of the gallery. They were in actual fact members 
of the School Choir faced with giving a concert version of the same 
opera to the most critical audience imaginable—their own school
fellows.

The great day arrived; there was no longer time to worry about 
entrances, top A’s, or the horrible tangle that would ensue if anything 
went wrong in the difficult Sestet. But all such worries proved to be 
quite unnecessary. The Choir skilfully cast the spell of Sullivan’s 
music over its audience and as the final notes died away its performance 
was greeted with the most enthusiastic applause.

C. D. Smith made a very impressive Judge and was especially success
ful in the solo in which he recounts his own past desertion of “a rich 
attorney’s elderly, ugly daughter”, an exploit which, he feels, makes 
him the ideal judge to try a Breach of Promise case.

R. L. Fisher was very successful as the gay defendant, Edwin, who 
tells how although at one time he used to “mope and sigh and pant” 
for the Plaintiff, at length he “became another’s love-sick boy”.

G. Millns’s delightful treble voice was well suited to the part of the 
Plaintiff, Angelina, who wins the heart of the Judge and so enables 
him to find a satisfactory way out of the “nice dilemma” which the 
learned man expresses at the climax of the opera—

Pc*.



THE CENTAUR Twenty-one

“I will marry her myself”.
G. D. Fryer was a very persuasive Counsel for the Plaintiff and well 
brought out the enormity of Edwin’s offence, with the words, 

“Doubly criminal to do so,
For the maid had bought her trousseau”, 

whilst M. Murfitt was a very competent Usher.
Special mention must be made too of the chorus of Jurymen. Their 

songs ranged from a nostalgic reminiscence of the wild scrapes of their 
youth to their demoniacal rage against the Defendant in “Monster, 
monster, dread our fury”. The chorus of Bridesmaids got the right 
sentimental touch in their number “Comes the broken flower”.

This is the first time that a Gilbert and Sullivan opera has been 
presented in school in full, and its success as a concert version—it was 
repeated on Family Day with B. J. Arthur as Usher—may encourage 
the production some time of a stage version in place of the usual 
annual play.

G.E.R.

WALKING THE PENNINES
On Easter Monday I began my first experience of Youth Hostelling. 

It was to last two weeks and in that time my fellow-walker, J. F. 
Brown, and I were to cover some two hundred and twenty miles 
starting from Buxton. But facts and figures give no idea of the delights

J. F. Brown leaping along the Roaches
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of those two weeks; perhaps you, reader, will have heard or read, as 
I had done, of such places as The Dales—Swaledale, Teesdale, 
Wensleydale, Wharfedale; these dales instead of remaining names 
came to life—together with their lovely rivers; and these rivers with 
the hills and moors were to me an even greater paradise on account of 
my interest in ornithology.

Apart from the dales, other places of interest were also reached by 
Shanks’s Pony—places like Ilkley Moor (ba’t our ’ats) and Withins 
Heights, the original of Emily Bronte’s Wuthering Heights.

The village of Haworth lies in real Bronte country. The hostel is 
the old village school in which Charlotte taught. The dormitory 
window looked out on the graveyard and the Parsonage—now the 
Bronte museum.

Another highlight of our walk was Hadrian’s Wall; when we 
reached this, I felt that I really had got somewhere.

But all these famous places—some household names, others not so 
famous, here also became known to m e: Tan Hill Inn, known in guide 
books as the highest hostelry in England, 1,732 feet above sea level; 
Thorpe, a village tucked away so effectively that we, never mind the 
marauding Scots, could hardly find it; Bolton Abbey, set in beautiful 
surroundings; the Strid, where the River Wharfe is forced through a 
gap some four to six feet wide.

Much has been written on the Pennines, but they have to be seen 
to be appreciated. So why not do as we did—set out and see them for 
yourself; climb the mountains such as Great Whernside and Buckden 
Pike ? Once you have tasted the pleasures of walking you won’t 
look back.

W.J.B. (V.A)

THE NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
Since the last issue of The Centaur, four further school visits to the 

Playhouse have been made, so that by the end of the school year, every 
form will have attended one or more performances.

The four plays presented in 1953 varied from the sobriety of The 
Tempest, one of Shakespeare’s later plays, to the sly whimsicality of 
Barrie’s The Boy David. In the former the London professional, 
Robert Eddison, excelled in the part of Prospero, and Dennis Quilley, 
the most versatile young actor of the Playhouse cast, was as lively as 
usual this time in the part of Ferdinand. Patricia Kneale was a perfect 
Ariel, instinct with etheriality and grace. The title role of Barrie's 
play is normally difficult to cast but the Playhouse allotted this to 
Daphne Slater, an intelligent and beautiful young actress with a good 
stage personality and a superb technique; she interpreted the mixture 
of realism and spirituality in David admirably well.
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The last two plays of the current season were in striking contrast; 
firstly, an early and lesser known play of Shakespeare’s— Two Gentlemen 
of Verona. For this their hundredth playhouse performance, the 
theatre and its company had gone gay and gave a spirited and broadly 
farcical performance; during the interval the actors walked around 
the theatre, Graham Crowden, as Trincolo, bringing with him his 
small dog, Crab, thus creating a pleasant diversion.

Lastly members of the First Form were privileged to see Arnold 
Ridley’s hoary, old comedy thriller, The Ghost Train, which was played 
in the costume of ‘the Twenties’. The ultra-realistic sound effects 
and scenery were most commendable. Hazel Hughes was uproariously 
amusing as the old and petrified Miss Bourne, shocked to think that 
‘this’ should happen to her—“I’ve read about them in the newspapers 
but they all seemed so far off.” Even the senior members of the 
audience shrank in their seats as ‘The Ghost Train’ screeched into 
Fal Vale station. Graham Crowden, as Teddie Deakin, a careless, 
foolish, and light-hearted individual, helped to relieve the atmosphere 
by his frequent, stupid remarks, but through him Ridley taught us 
that, ‘in the midst of apparent foolishness there is profound wisdom’.

There remain at least two other persons to be highly commended— 
John Harrison, the director of productions, and surely a gentleman of 
insight and understanding, and Henry Graveney, the scenic designer, 
whose settings, wonderful combinations of realism and symbolism 
and always artistic in the best sense, have increased the aesthetic 
appeal of the plays. The team as a whole have well deserved the praise 
of the dramatic critics who have come from London and Manchester to 
report on their performances.

A.O. (VI L. A)

THE CAMPANOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Few meetings have been held this term mainly owing to the fact 

that many members have been required for the practices of Trial by 
Jury and for the Madrigal Group. The meetings which have been held 
however have been quite successful, all members now being able to 
ring “Rounds” and “Queens” fluently. A keen interest has been shown 
by all members, some of whom have now taken up Tower bell ringing 
at their local Churches. The Campanological Society suffered a great 
loss at the beginning of the term when one of the joint leaders, W. D. 
Oldbury, left the school; he, however, very kindly is to allow us 
to ring shortly at Greasley Parish Church where he is Captain of the 
Bellringers.

Regular meetings will be resumed next term and any boys interested 
should see W. G. Cheney (VI L. Sc) or any member of the Society.

M.S.B. (VI L. Sc)
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THE CHORAL SOCIETY
The triumphant production of Trial by Jury by the school choir at 

the end of last term was followed up this term by another successful 
presentation of this Gilbert and Sullivan light opera on Family Day. 
Judged by the applause of the audience, the performance was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all parents and visitors.

During the term, the choir also managed to intersperse rehearsals of 
Trial by Jury with “How Lovely are Thy Dwellings” from Brahms’s 
Requiem, and Tubal Cain by Thomas Dunhill. Practice will be resumed 
next term when it is hoped that the choir will attempt a production of 
Parry’s Blest Pair of Sirens.

The Madrigal Group, within the school choir, has been fully occupied 
in practising the music which it will sing at several concerts in July 
and August. They will sing “All creatures that are merry minded” 
by John Benet and “The Silver Swan” by Orlando Gibbons at the 
concerts which are being held in connection with the Festival of 
Queens’ Music organised by the Notts. Education Committee.

As usually happens in the Summer Term our activities were 
prematurely cut short by the G.C.E. but it is to be hoped that after 
the long summer holidays the Society will resume with renewed 
vigour.

P.F.E.

THE “CENTAUR” CYCLING CLUB
Chairman: Mr. S. Marshall 
Secretary: D. Johnson 
Treasurer: J. M. Williams

In the closing days of the Spring Term of this year a small group of 
pupils—mainly from the Vth and Vlth Forms—got together in the 
Art Room and discussed the possibilities of starting a school cycling 
club which, it was agreed, was long overdue.

After gaining the support, first of the Upper School and then of the 
Headmaster, no time was lost in announcing our first meeting. The 
response was an attendance of 16, including Mr. S. Marshall who was 
unanimously elected Chairman.

The first ride was rather poorly attended because of rain but since 
then we have gone from strength to strength.

As I turn the pages of the club log-book, I notice among the places 
visited such beauty spots as Dovedale, Lathkill Dale, Thor’s Cave, 
Tattershall Castle, Charnwood Forest, Alton Towers and Chatsworth 
Park. When the exams, are over we intend to start an intensive touring 
and hostelling programme.

The Club is now open to all members of the school from the Second 
Form upwards.

D.J.
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THE MUSIC SOCIETY
Several important concerts have been given this year at the Albert 

Hall; probably those most appreciated by members of the Music 
Society were two presented by the Hamburg Radio Symphony 
Orchestra, under its Conductor Hans Schmidt-Isserstedt. Although 
comparatively new, this orchestra has already attained a very high 
standard, and the radio has given us opportunities of hearing it several 
times. O f the two Albert Hall concerts, the first, on March 27th, 
consisted entirely of works by Beethoven; the first item, the Leonora 
No. 3 Overture, being followed by the Violin Concerto, with Erich 
Roehn as soloist, and ending with the Sth Symphony. The next night 
provided a mixed bag, including Mozart’s G Minor Symphony and 
Schubert’s Unfinished. Livia Rev was pianist in Grieg’s Concerto. 
Both of these concerts were magnificent; the orchestra did more than 
rival the London Philharmonic, which a little later played Beethoven’s 
Emperor Concerto (with Cyril Smith) and Franck’s Symphony in D 
Minor. This concert was well received by our members; a recital by 
Tito Schipa did not meet with the same approbation.

One very interesting event was a performance presented by the 
English Opera Group. Besides including operatic arias by masters such 
as Mozart, Beethoven, Berlioz and Verdi, it ended with excerpts from 
modem works, some composed by the accompanist, Benjamin Britten. 
Two of the singers, Joan Cross and Peter Pears, took the parts of 
Elizabeth and Essex in the recent Covent Garden production 
Gloriana. The items were introduced by the Earl of Harewood.

On Tuesday, the 9th June, Mr. Bramley, a parent 
gave us great pleasure by playing gramophone records from his 
collection illustrating the musical progression of Verdi through an 
extremely long and varied career. Mr. Bramley accompanied the 
music by a talk that was both informative and amusing.

Among long-playing records we have acquired, are two symphonies 
by Brahms, the First and Third; Beethoven’s Fifth; Dido and 
Aeneas; and Tchaikovsky’s First Piano Concerto. J.H.M.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
Secretary: B. J. Arthur Treasurer: K. C. A. Blasdale

The vigorous activities begun last term have continued until recently 
into this term when the darkroom was rendered unusable by the 
failure of its wiring system. By the time this is printed, that defect will 
have been remedied, and developing, printing, enlarging etc., will be 
resumed with increased enthusiasm after the two months’ delay.

Towards the end of last term we had a lecture from Mr. A. J. Harris, 
an Old Boy; he has recently completed a comprehensive course in 
photography and kindly came to give us the benefit of his knowledge in 
“Print Quality”. After a most interesting lecture he valiantly withstood, 
to our further enlightenment, an hour’s bombardment of questions.

B.J.A. (VI L.Sc.)
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THE MODEL AEROPLANE CLUB
Meetings have been held on Monday evenings all this term and 

have been well attended by members with models of all types except 
the radio-controlled and waterplanes; one member is experimenting 
at home with a radio-controlled model.

Enthusiastic First Formers have joined recently, many with “chuck- 
gliders”.

Some members have been fitting larger engines to their control-line 
models, so allowing them to do some really advanced stunting. Two 
different types of stunt models have been developed lately, one with a 
flat-fish fuselage and non-tapered wings and tail, and the other made 
to semi-scale designs.

Team-racing is the vogue now'. In this form of control-line flying 
more than one semi-scale model is raced in the same circle, each plane 
having to make “pit stops” in order to refuel. We have drawm up 
our own rules for team-racers for 1 c.c. engines, this size being the most 
popular in the club.

There has been little free-flight activity lately and rubber-powered 
models and gliders are practically non-existent owing to the small 
size of the field, but we hope to have more of these in the future.

A static and flying display was put on at Family Day and enjoyed 
by all.

H.R.B. (IVa)

Made by the Model Aeroplane Club
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HOUSE NOTES
BLUE HOUSE

This year, Blue House have had a more successful year, thanks to 
some enthusiastic and active Juniors. So far this year, the Juniors have 
won the Athletics and Swimming Cups, and finished as runners-up 
in the Rugby competition. The outlook as far as Junior Cricket is 
concerned is rather bright, and it may well be that Blue Juniors will 
win the Junior House competition. In the Senior section, wre have 
not been so successful and we have still to win our first cup.

It was decided at the beginning of this year that colours should 
not be reawarded. The colours list for the first part of this year is as 
follows :—

Juniors
Swimming: Bayliss, Bright, Radford.
Athletics: Bright, Wallace, Clifton.
Rugby: Bayliss, Bramley, Wardle, Parks.

S eniors
Rugby: Jenner.
Athletics: Jenner, Fenton.

R.A.J.

GREEN HOUSE
Since the last issue of the Centaur the House has succeeded in 

gaining the Swimming Cup. This achievement was a striking example 
of team spirit and everyone giving of his best. This same team spirit 
was, as in previous years, sadly lacking on the athletics field—it is 
not lack of talent which makes the House so ineffective in this sphere, 
but lack of interest. The poor response of entries from Green House 
saw a small number of our athletes struggling against the highly 
trained teams from other Houses. Green House has for many years 
been notoriously weak in athletics, and it must be impressed upon the 
House that to win the coveted Hurt Cup, competence in all spheres 
is vital. Had we been more successful in athletics, the Hurt Cup might 
well have been ours already, but now it is up to the two House Cricket 
teams to win their respective cups outright. We have here the material 
to do it.

RED HOUSE
D.M.J.

So far our efforts to retain the Hurt Cup have had mixed fortunes. 
Generally it is the Juniors who have failed to support the efforts of the 
Senior members, but w'e are still hoping the Junior Cricket Cup will 
be added to our present trophies. On the whole we had bad luck 
in our quest for first places. In Senior Rugby (after our surprising 
draw with the Blues) we seemed to be in a good position for winning the 
trophy but the vital match against Greens ended in another draw 
(Greens equalising in the closing seconds) and so we had to be content 
with a share of the Cup with Greens. In Swimming the Seniors and 
Middles lacked support from the Juniors—a situation repeated in
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Athletics—where a great effort by Seniors and Middles failed by only 
a few points to overtake Yellows. However let us leave the ‘mediocre’ 
past behind us and look forward with hope to success in the cricketing 
sphere. B.S.

YELLOW HOUSE
Chances for winning the Hurt Cup this year are very promising 

indeed. The deciding factors in a three-cornered race between Yellows, 
Greens and Reds, are the Senior and Junior Cricket matches. In the 
first of the Senior games, between Greens and Yellows, the match 
ended in a tie and will therefore have to be replayed. The Junior 
Rugby XV carried off the Orchard Cup, a trophy won as a result of 
aggressive and well-balanced play by the team. The Clifton Cup for 
Senior Athletics was won by Yellows, under the leadership of C. R. 
Ball, an all-rounder of worthy repute, who gained three firsts for the 
House in the shot, discus and javelin. With the decision resting on the 
cricket results, the matches will be viewed with extra keenness. The 
Yellow Juniors field a fair proportion of the school’s under-fourteen 
side and stand a good chance. The Seniors, below strength on paper 
compared with the other teams, nevertheless, are no less favoured in 
the field, as was shown in the recent tie. With our potential skill and 
an amount of fortune we should be able to bring home the Hurt Cup.

P.D.W.

TEN YEARS AGO
(Extracts from “The Centaur”, Vol. 12, No. 25.)

This year we have collected, for the Overseas League Cigarette 
Fund, £80 8s. 8d.

After a lapse of three years the Mellish Players gave public perform
ances again, this year of four one-act plays—Catherine Parr, The 
Golden Doom, A Night at an Inn and Eldorado.

Towards the end of April, fourteen cadets spent a week on an 
R.A.F. station in Staffs., and on the 19th of June the Squadron sent 
a representative flight to the review held in Wollaton Park; it was 
inspected by H.R.H. Prince Bernhard.

The Scout Troop held meetings at Radcliffe-on-Trent, Thrumpton 
and Fishpool, the time being spent in cooking, axemanship, stalking, 
pioneering and trailing. A Whist Drive and Dance on 5th June 
realised £26.

In the Summer Term, 1942, a bee-keeping club was formed. Later 
in the year, when the club had some bees, the members enjoyed 
watching E. W. Clarke manipulating the bees on several occasions. 
When the time arrived for packing the bees down for the winter they 
had no honey left and no sugar could be obtained; the expected event 
occurred, the bees perished, leaving the bee-keeping club bee-less.

On 1st March the Centaur Cycling Club went in fine weather to 
Newark and Southwell, and on 29th May in perfect weather to 
Ashover and Matlock.
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PARENT-STAFF ASSOCIATION
On the 20th January two debates were held between parents and 

members of the Sixth Form. The subjects of the debate were, “That 
World Government is essential to World Peace”, and “That Euthanasia 
is necessary in Modern Society”. Dr. Chambers of the University of 
Nottingham, a member of the School Governing Body, presided.

On the 25th February we were visited by Mr. C. W. Stokes, the 
Secretary of the Oxford Local Examinations. He was accompanied 
by the Assistant Secretary, Mr. Cummings. They met many of the 
Staff during the afternoon, and in the evening they talked to the parents 
on certain aspects of the Examination for the General Certificate of 
Education. We were grateful for their kindness and courtesy in dealing 
with a wide range of questions, and parents and staff found this a most 
helpful and instructive visit.

Family Day was again fine and warm. This was more than ever 
fortunate since it was almost the one fine day of June. The School XI 
were defeated by the Parents’ Team. Again more than 500 teas were 
served. The evening concert included items by Mrs. Oakland, Mrs. 
Stevenson, Mr. Stevenson, Malcolm Stevenson and members of the 
Sixth Form. The School Choir, directed by Mr. Saggers, presented a 
concert version of Trial by Jury. This was a repeat of the version that 
was so much enjoyed by the School at Easter.

The committee wish to place on record their grateful thanks to all 
who helped to make the day successful.

Officers for 1953-54
President: Mr. A. E. Clark 
Vice-Presidents: Mrs. Oakland

Mr. W. S. Dean 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. C. R. Swaby 
Hon. Secretary: Mr. I. Stamper 
Hon. Auditor: Mr. F. W. Gant

Committee :
The Headmaster—Mr. G. F. Houston, Mrs. Baggley, Mrs. Newton, 
Mr. K. W. Brown, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ripley, Mr. Webster.

R.Mc.C.

OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
1. NEWS OF OLD BOYS 

M. M. Foster (’40-’48): Head Prefect 1947-8, married Miss E. F. 
Bucknall on 4/7/53. He is an F/O in the R.A.F., instructing at Driffield 
R.A.F. Station (Meteors).
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D. Gell (’45-’51) : is in H.M.S. Perseus and has made several voyages 
to Singapore and to Norfolk, Virginia, trooping and ferrying aircraft. 
He passed as Leading Seaman in June and goes before the Fleet 
Selection Board in March for consideration as Upperyardman (i.e. 
for a commission).

L. E. Crawley (’30-’36): one-time treasurer of the Association, 
and treasurer of the War Memorial Fund until this year, is now a 
proud father. Congratulations to him and his wife, May.

V. Stanfield (’39-’44): popular member of the Old Boys’ R.F.C. 
is now the proud father of Robert Victor, born on the 19th January, 
1953. Congratulations to Vic and his wife, Noreen.

S. M. Booth (’35-’40): “found” at the R.F.C. supper, admits to 
having been married five years, is employed as a surveyor by the 
Staveley Iron and Chemical Coy, served in the R.A.F., attaining the 
rank of W.O. (Pilot), and is now in the R.A.F.V.R.

H. L. Learning (’29-’35): a founder member of the school and 
a very loyal member of the O.B.A. also attended the supper; he is a 
resident anaesthetist at Leicester Infirmary—“Harry” is also married 
and has two children.

W. T. Jackson (’37-’43): is a F.R.C.V.S. and on 11th July, 1953, 
married Miss A. J. Gilliard at St. Mary and All Souls’ Church, Bulwell. 
Best wishes for the future.

Eric W. Cox (’41-’49): is at the College of the Venerable Bede, 
Durham City.

G. Loach (’44-’49): has taken an appointment with the Borough 
Engineer, Ealing, and now resides in Hounslow, Middlesex.

T. H. Prentice (’44-’49): is in Iraq doing his National Service.
B. R. Latham (’45-’51): according to a letter from him should by 

now also be serving ‘somewhere’.
C. S. Sharpe (’46-’51): joined the ‘ranks’ in February, 1953.
D. B. Gardner (’44-’50) : in a letter to the Headmaster, sent news 

that he is serving in the R.A.F. at Singapore; he will be interested 
to know that there were Old Boys in Singapore at the time of the 
capitulation to the Japanese; may I add that his address savours very 
much of the “Coffin”; but good luck to D. B. Gardner and all other 
serving Old Boys. Come home safely !

A. Webster (’36-’40): the Olympic 800 metres runner is still 
enjoying success in the athletics world. At Perry Barr, Birmingham, 
in June, Albert won the Midland Counties A.A.A. Championships 
800 yards for the fourth successive time.

R. C. Booty (’47-’48): is a member of the Ericsson’s Wheelers and 
is enjoying considerable success as a racing cyclist. He has won the 
“massed start” race, held on the Forest, twice already this year.
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Hearty Congratulations to the following Old Boys on their 
successes in public examinations :—

J. R. Harrison (’40-’47): on gaining Ph.D. (London Univ.).
J. A. Hicks (’42-’47): on gaining Ph.D. (Birmingham LTniv.).
P. Wilson (’37-’42): on gaining B.Sc. (Nottingham Univ.).
K. A. Rushworth (’44-’50): on gaining Ll.B. (Nottingham Univ.).
J. F. Fox (’38-’43): on gaining B.Sc. (Nottingham Univ.).
A. Tyers (’43-’50): on gaining B.Sc. (Nottingham Univ.).
B. Purdy (’41-’48): on gaining M.B. (Birmingham Univ.).
J. G. Ripley (’41-’48): on gaining B.D.S. (Birmingham Univ.).
M. A. Argyle (’45-’53) on gaining an Open Exhibition in History at 

University College, Oxford.
J. J. Stansfield (’46-’51): on being placed first in the country in 

the Civil Service list of successful candidates for appointment as 
Cartographical Surveyors.

2. XMAS DANCE, 1952
As reported in the previous issue of the Centaur the Dance held at 

the school in October, 1952, was a ‘flop’. However the Xmas Dance 
was a huge success with over 170 people attending and entering into 
the spirit of the dance, with its ‘fifty-fifty’ dancing, novelty dances, 
games, prizes and raffles.

A lot of hard work is put in by the Old Boys committee to organise 
these dances, and whilst they seek no reward, greater support would be 
welcomed.

Why not drag yourself away from the football paper and TV for 
two evenings a year and come along to the dances ?

3. A.G.M., 1953
The Annual General Meeting was held on Friday, 30th January, 

1953, in the ‘board-room’ at the Elite Cinema; it was not possible to 
book a room at a local hostelry this year; whether this fact has any 
effect on the attendance will be seen at the next A.G.M.

But the attendance was what certainly must be an “all-time low” 
namely twelve people, including the Chairman and the officers.

However the meeting was conducted in an orderly manner and 
agenda items disposed of in the usual way; but there is a point which 
may have escaped a few members, that is that 1954 brings the 25th 
anniversary of the school's opening, and, of course, the Old Boys 
will want to play their part in the celebrations, so remember this 
when the next A.G.M. is held and come along with your ideas and 
suggestions.
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4. R.F.C. SUPPER
Once again in March of this year, an informal supper was held 

under the auspices of the Association and the R.F.C. The venue this 
time was the Spread Eagle Hotel, Goldsmith Street. About thirty 
persons attended, including the School Captain and the School XV 
Captain, who were invited by the two organisations.

The meal was served at 7-30 p.m., grace being said by George Allen, 
and it can be said of the Old Boys as is said of the scholars, eating is a 
serious business and “meat stoppeth the mouth”.

However after a really enjoyable supper, tongues were loosened and 
songs sung with great gusto, but no word of the aftermath will be 
published !

The two suppers held to date have been very successful and why 
anyone stays away is beyond my comprehension.
5. FORTHCOMING DANCES

Two dances will be held at the school during the winter months 
on the following dates :—

Saturday, 17th October, 1953.
Saturday, 19th December, 1953.

Make a note of these dates and do your best to attend, not only to 
ensure that both activities are successful, but because any profit made 
will be used for the War Memorial Fund.

The usual circulars will be sent out and the dances will be publicized; 
take note and come along; no one ever goes away disappointed.
6. WAR MEMORIAL GROUND

A meeting of the War Memorial Ground Committee was held recently, 
and I’m happy to report that after years of frustration and disappoint
ments, a start on the erection of the pavilion and the fitting of the 
necessary services will shortly be made, and it is expected that the 
ground and pavilion will be ready for September, 1954. But the fund 
is by no means large enough to cover the expenses and an application 
for a loan of £1,000 has been made to the Rugby Union. O f course 
this loan must be repaid and other annual expenses must be met; at 
the Ground Committee Meeting it was estimated that for a few years 
the annual expenses will be about £200.

That worthy body the R.F.C. will play no small part in meeting the 
£200 annual expenses, but it can by no means meet the lot, and of 
course the Association must also play its part.

This may mean an increase in subscriptions and will certainly mean 
a need for more members. That’s why I implore all members to attend 
the next A.G.M. when these matters will be raised.

In recent years the interest of our older members towards the 
Association has flagged, maybe owing to these members no longer 
taking part in the Association’s activities and a general “what do I 
get in return for my subs.” attitude; here then will be the answer— 
the War Memorial Ground.
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I’m sure all Old Boys want to see this memorial to our fallen 
comrades, and it is up to us who were spared to help it towards financial 
scurtiy.
7. BADMINTON CLUB

Towards the end of September when the “nights are drawing in”, 
evening classes commence, usually three evenings a week with an 
odd one for “swotting”, the week-end does not bring much relief except 
for Saturday’s ‘game’, the question is how do you keep fit ? For the 
younger members a ‘game’ on Saturday afternoon helps but for the 
older ones the question is still there. The answer is Badminton. One 
evening per week of badminton and the clear eye, springy step and 
supple muscles of summer will remain through the winter.

M e l v i l l e  K e m p , 16 C a l e d o n  R o a d , S h e r w o o d , 
is the organiser of the Old Boys Badminton Club and the season will 
commence in October. Anyone wishing to take part should contact 
Mr. Kemp who will give particulars of which evenings the Badminton 
Club meets in the School Gymnasium. Expenses work out at about 
a shilling per head.

Last season’s meetings were very enjoyable and the Association 
will no doubt join with the committee in offering our sincere thanks to 
Mr. Kemp in appreciation of his work in reviving the Badminton Club 
last season.

May I point out here that the Badminton Club finances itself, 
consequently it cannot afford to circularise all Old Boys and only last 
season’s players will be notified of when next season commences. 
Therefore if you wish to play or learn how to play, you must play your 
part by informing Mr. Kemp.
8. SECRETARY’S NOTES

Once again it has been my duty to compile the Old Boys’ contribution 
to the Centaur, and as before my task has been made no less difficult 
by having to search for news from a very modest membership; there
fore if a little item of news concerning your friends or yourselves is 
missing send it along for the next issue. My address is :—
H .  K .  B u t l e r , “A l l i n g t o n ”, W e s t d a l e  C r e s c e n t , C a r l t o n , 

N o t t i n g h a m . Tel. 57317.
If because of an oversight you may not have paid your subscriptions 

for the current year, then I will gladly receive them, or you may forward 
them directly to the treasurer :—

P. J. E b l i n g , 34  H a z e l  G r o v e , M a p p e r l e y , N o t t i n g h a m .
There have been Old Boys on the School Staff before and at the 

present time Mr. W. S. Dean (’31-’39) serves in that capacity, two 
Old Boys have their sons attending the School, namely Cliff Allen 
(’30-’36) and K. W. Brown (’3I-’38), but the Association proudly 
records that D. Whitehead (’29-’32) and A. Hackett (’34-’39) have 
been appointed to the Board of Governors.

H .K . B .
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ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
A DAY AMONG THE MAORIS

At the end of January, after attending the Pan-Pacific Jamboree 
near Sydney, Australia, I was lucky enough to be a member of the 
first British Scout Contingent to visit New Zealand. I had a wonderful 
time on a coastal farm, swimming, boating, fishing, shooting and horse 
riding. Another interesting experience was a two-day climb to the 
top of 5,016 feet Mt. Hector in the Tararuas, but the highlight of the 
visit was a day spent among the Maoris, the Polynesian natives of 
New Zealand, in the Rotorua district.

Rotorua is the centre of New Zealand’s thermal activity and the 
whole area is covered with boiling pools and seething geysers which 
throw boiling water and steam up to seventy feet into the air. Tremen
dous jets of steam, nature’s spectacular safety valve, issue from the 
ground with a continuous roar, while deep below, boiling water can 
often be felt and heard forcing its way to the surface. Boiling mud 
pools, their surfaces covered with intricate circular patterns as bubbles 
rise to the surface, add to the eeriness of the place. At first we were 
rather cautious when walking through H ell’s Gate or by the D evil’s 
Cauldron, never quite sure that the sinister rumblings would not 
suddenly be changed into a fantastic upheaval of boiling water, or 
that the thin perforated rocky shell upon which we walked would not 
break, plunging us to an indescribable end.

We were guests at the village of Whakarewarewa where the Maoris, 
long accustomed to the earth’s rumblings, enjoy the warm atmosphere 
and the luxury of an inexhaustible supply of boiling water. There 
are two ways of cooking : food is either placed in a flax bag and lowered 
into a boiling pool or placed in a small jet of steam and covered, with 
sacking.

After a hangi (meal) we saw a Maori concert, which consisted of 
songs and hakas. The haka is a war dance which describes, with 
actions, the way the enemy will be defeated and mutilated. It was 
designed to work the Maori into a fighting frenzy and also to scare the 
enemy. I was surprised to discover that it was used with some success 
in the First World War.

They are a wonderful people, gay, friendly and attractive, and 
although they are not as tall as the average European they are very 
thick-set and well-developed. The colour bar, so noticeable a feature 
in Africa, U.S.A. and elsewhere, here has a different quality. Although 
there is a tendency to avoid miscegenation and the Maori usually 
belongs to the lower income groups, their rights do not differ from 
those of the white man, and black and white, though separated by 
race, live together with mutual understanding and respect.

D.A.N. (VI L.Sc.)
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SPITHEAD NAVAL REVIEW
“Prepare to give three cheers for Her Majesty the Queen ! Ship’s 

Company—One ! ” At this order we, the ship’s company, smartly 
raised our right hands to the left side of our caps, and paused, awaiting 
the next order, “Ship’s Company—Two ! ” At which, with all the 
exactitude and precision of two hours’ practice on the flight-deck, 
the previous day, we snapped our caps out, bottom uppermost, at arms 
length 45° to the deck, 45° to the line of sight, at the attention position.

We were on the Aircraft Carrier, H.M.S. Implacable, on which 
we had arrived on Saturday evening, the 13th of June. After a rather 
sleepless night, owing to the noise of the fans and dynamos, we had 
“fallen in” on the flight-deck for a march past the Vice-Admiral, and 
afterwards for a chapel service in the Upper Hangar.

Now, on Monday afternoon, the 15th of June, after waiting for one 
and a half hours on the flight-deck, standing at attention and ready 
to “Man Ship”, H.M.S. Surprise was crossing our bows. Following 
a loud “Hip-Hip-Hip” from the “Island” we swung our caps in 
front of our eyes, over our heads, with the tops facing outboard, and 
back to the same position, shouting “Ho-Rah” as we did so, this was 
repeated twice and at the command “Ship’s Company—One ! ” 
we placed our caps on our heads and at “Ship’s Company—Two ! ” 
slapped our hands to our sides.

After standing to attention for the rest of the procession of ships 
to pass us, some of us less our caps (which had been blown overboard), 
we had a “Stand Easy” until H.M.S. Surprise passed our port side 
and anchored, after which we had tea, missing, to our deep regret, 
the “R.A.F. Fly Past”.

I was representing the Royal Naval Section of the Henry Mellish 
Combined Cadet Force, at Spithead for the Coronation Naval Review 
and returned to school on Wednesday after a wonderful week-end.

G.B.M. (IVC)

FROM INNOCENCE TO DEPRAVITY
A child’s at play,
A bird on the wing,
The sun is shining,
The skylarks sing.
A boy at school,
A cloudy sky,
The father dead,
But no money put by.
The mother hungry,
Her figure thin,
Her face grown pallid,
Wrinkled her skin.
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The youth at work,
His wages small,
A handbag rifled 
At a midnight ball.
Now money in plenty—but 
Storm clouds burst;
Food abundant—but 
Go out ? Who durst ?
Peace of mind vanished,
Innocence gone,
Family life shattered,
For a hasty deed done.

A.O. (VI L.A.)

THE SOLUTION
Whirling through the wastes of space,
Regular as patterns of finest lace,
Sun and moon and fiery shapes 
Set where the infinite blackness gapes.
Tranquillity, emptiness and dread 
Through our universe are spread,
Enclosing systems within their bound,
Eternal forces, with silence crowned.
This noisy earth of race and clan 
Comprises proud and selfish man—
Each for himself, no thought for others,
Children neglected, thoughtless mothers.
Nation fights nation, land fights land.
This lust for power what can withstand ?
What power on earth, in heaven what power 
Can show mankind its precious dower ?
The One who rules both land and sea,
The Lord of all, He holds the key 
T o world-wide peace and mutual trust,
To save us all from sin and lust.

B.S. (VI L.A.)

AN OPEN LETTER TO IVa
Gentlemen,

In Everyman is genius, yet it is everywhere unrecognised. There
fore, burst forth from the hidebound cocoon of convention and enter 
a glorious new world. Tread the sacred soil of the Sixth !

You worthy members of Room 10 have indeed been blessed by 
Fate. The tremendous advantages gained by wearing the green and 
black sectional cap are potentially yours.
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The privilege of strolling round the corridors at lunch time, of 
leaning out of the Lower Arts window and sneering at the upturned 
faces of ‘fags’ gazing up in open-mouthed adoration, and the right 
to descend importantly from these dizzy heights by the wrong stairs— 
all are yours !

You now know, too, for the first time in four years, that “the small 
portion beneath the woolly covering” is your own, and not something 
which masters incessantly pommel into producing nerve-racking 
sums which they nonchalantly dismiss with a tick or cross.

The masters themselves change as well. No longer do they bellow 
down your ear, ordering you to wake up; but they obligingly supply 
an extra desk on which you can luxuriously drape your magnificent 
torso.

And what is better than the weekly dancing classes for bringing 
out social manners, poise, and self confidence, the air of the aristocrat, 
the hallmark of the Mellish ?

Gentle friends, this Utopia awaits you,
Welcome !

H.H. (VI L.A.)
THE HIGHWAYMAN

The midnight coach sped down the road,
Heading for the silent town,
When from the darkness rode a man 
Who shot the coachman down.
He rode up to the moonlit coach,
His pistol in his hand.
“Give me your money and your jewels”
Was the cold and harsh demand.
Inside the coach the robber saw 
A maiden sweet and fair;
Such a prize was worth far more 
Than jewels rich and rare.
He took her from within the coach,
Where she sat all pale and white.
He placed her on his jet-black horse,
And rode into the night. J.B.G. (IV a).

LOST IN A CAVERN
It was a hot day in July when Alan and I cycled to Matlock and the 

opportunity of joining the party visiting the cool Victoria Cavern 
was too attractive to miss.

The guide took our tickets and unlocked the big door. We were 
met by a gust of cold clammy air, a complete contrast to the heat 
outside. We entered a passage with a roof only 51 feet high and a 
very uneven floor; here the guide lit a candle and the door clanged to, 
the sound echoing and re-echoing, suggesting that the passage went
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on for miles. We moved on, and the guide began to tell us the history 
of the place in a dull, monotonous voice which sounded queerly hollow 
in the passage. I could hear water dripping somewhere and was 
conscious of a damp draught which threatened to douse the gu ide’s 
flickering candle. I shivered, and thought I could hear Alan’s teeth 
chattering, although I couldn’t be certain.

We trudged and stumbled on our way through a maze of passages 
and caves for about a quarter of a mile. By this time I felt tired, 
cold and miserable and had a burning desire to tell our dull informer 
to shut up.

“I don’t think I can stand much more of this, Alan,” I said to my 
w'eary companion.

‘‘Neither can I,” he replied. “If I’d got a light I would go back 
straight away,”

“I’ve my torch,” I stated, “but it wouldn’t be easy finding our 
way back through all those passages.”

Alan stated that he was certain of the way so I switched on my 
torch and we began the journey back. We walked on and on and soon 
I began to wish that we hadn’t left the party. It was awful to think 
of the two of us, more-or-less alone in that place and I kept imagining 
all sorts of weird shapes surrounding us. We pressed close together, 
getting more frightened with each step . . . “Was that someone follow
ing behind ? ” We listened. The only sounds were the dripping of 
water and the panting of our breaths. On we went, then suddenly 
we were confronted with a sight that left us horror-struck. We had 
come to a dead end. We had taken a wrong turning.

“What shall we do ? ” asked Alan in a thin voice. It was some 
moments before I could reply. “W e’ll have to go back to our last 
turning and wait — that’s all we can do.”

We walked back and sat down on the damp ground to wait. All 
sorts of awful thoughts crossed my mind. If the party didn’t come this 
way, before long we’d be skeletons.

We waited and waited; why didn’t they come back ? Suddenly 
the torch began to flicker and then it went out. I thumped it and banged 
it but nothing would induce it to come on again. I felt like screaming. 
Just sitting there was bad enough but without a light it was terrifying.

The dripping of the water was enough to send me off my head— 
and would do eventually I thought. Alan interrupted my gloomy 
meditations by stating that he could hear footsteps. He was right ! 
Footsteps were coming in our direction. We shouted and screamed at the 
tops of our voices.

It was the guide and his party. I could see the candle. We were 
saved !

D.A.S. (IV C.)
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THE FISH
Why flit away when I am near ?
I will not harm you, do not fear.
I have no wicked, baited hook,
T o drag you from your homely brook.
0  harmless fish who take the bait
And then are doomed to a horrible fate,
Gaily swim about, as you should;
1 do not wish to spill your blood !
Enjoy your stream, O timid fish !
Take care not to be a tasty dish;
Beware the man with slender line;
Be sure, on you he’d like to dine.
Continue, then, to flash and dart,
T o twist and turn, and stop and start.
Pass by that tempting bait, I say,
And live to swim another day. P.B. (I I I  C.)

If I were a soldier, 
Famous I would be, 
Charging into battle 
Over land and sea.

IF
If I were a sailor,
I would sail the sea, 
Visiting many places, 
Meeting people unlike me.

If I were an airman,
Night and day 
I would fly the endless sky 
Bombing the enemy’s bay.

But it takes a long time to be famous 
Over land, air and sea,
So I think I’ll be satisfied 
Being ordinary me.

K.R. (II a)

THE SEA
The sea rolls on in foam-topped waves, 
Over the big grey stones.
The sea rolls into the big dark caves 
And over the mariner’s bones.
It strikes the rocks with thunderous roar, 
Hurling spray into the sky,
Drenching the gulls that dive and soar 
As close to the waves they fly.
Many a man has drowned before 
Who went out on the sea,
Never more to be seen again :
Perhaps it may happen to me. J.T.M. (Ia)
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THE BATTLE OF THE QUARRY
The glint and flash of armour,
The twanging of the bow
Mingled with groans as men lay dying
As we fought the foe.

’Twas in a rocky quarry,
Where folks hardly ever go,
The place where you see skeletons 
Where we fought the foe.

’Twas there that bold King Dick was killed 
By an arrow from my bow,
And as he was dying he cursed me 
When we fought the foe.

And when the battle had ended,
And the foe were forced to flee,
Many brave men were a-knighted,
And among them, there was me. W.J.P.R. (Ib)
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