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HENRY MELLISH GRAMMAR SCHOOL, CRICKET XI, 1952.

Back Row  G. W. Hyde (scorer), I. C. Aldridge, A. Lee, P. D . Wheeler, G. W. Smith, P. F. Schwarz, B. Scott, J. M . Brownhill.
Front Row P. Brouard, J. S. Robinson, (captain) M r. E. A. Burnham, CL W. Hammerton, (vice-captain) P. H. Shaw.
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EDITORIAL
Are we adopting too great an attitude of reverence towards Science 

because of its recent accomplishments in atomic fission and jet pro
pulsion ? Has the millennium towards which the whole creation moves 
become a material millennium ?

Tennyson praised England for the gradualness of its progress— 
“Where Freedom slowly broadens down 
From precedent to precedent,” 

but today people grow impatient of this attitude, and deprecate the 
fact that England, while endeavouring to be progressive, still holds 
past traditions and ages as sacred. They regard progress as in
compatible with adherence to tradition, and advocate its sacrifice as 
being a brake to progress.

Their attitude to history and historians is then quite comprehensible: 
they must go; Clio must be ‘liquidated’. It follows then that literature 
must go, for who can understand a poet without knowledge of his times? 
The remaining humanities follow suit until eventually one is left with 
a people, materially efficient, progressing rapidly towards material 
abundance.

But if we stop for a moment to consider the past—the immediate 
past—the industrial revolution of the 18th and 19th centuries— 
although we meet names like Darby, Roebuck, Bessemer, and Siemens, 
we also meet those of Shelley, Keats, Austen, Macaulay, and Gibbon. 
The greatness of that age was achieved by the balance held between 
scientific progress and cultural development; the advocates of progress 
pursued that progress in all its forms. A lesson for our times !

In the following pages, the reader will see the reverence with which 
we at school regard traditions and achievements, and we are sure that 
the scientists in our buildings, the most vehement denouncers of the 
‘artists’, would never allow our links with past glories to pass into 
oblivion. Indeed, our finest scientists are among the most en
thusiastic in helping to establish traditions, which this now young school 
will foster, so that in their dotage our scientists and artists alike will 
read these then ancient Centaurs equally as avidly, and will reminisce 
with an equally sentimental and nostalgic air.

D.M.J.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
School Captain: P. D. Wheeler
Vice-Captain: D. M. Jackson
Prefects: I. C. Aldridge, C. R. Ball, K. C. A. Blasdale,

P. F. Hand, R. A. Jackson, J. H. Morley, G. E. 
Rodmell.

Sub-Prefects :

Captain of 
Rugby Football:

Vice-Captain :
House Captains:

M. A. Argyle, D. L. Bromhead, I. A. S. Cranch, 
P. W. Ebling, P. F. Eddyshaw, M. Farrand, R. F. 
Fisher, J. W. Holt, D. F. Kitchen, A. Lee, D. F. 
Leigh, R. A. Lomas, J. F. M. May, C. R. Phillips, 
P. R. Preston, D. Ripley, P. F. Schwarz, B. Scott,
C. D. Smith, G. W. Smith.

D. M. Jackson.
P. F. Hand.
Blue: R. A. Jackson. G reen: D. M. Jackson. 
Red: I. C. Aldridge. Yellow: P. D. Wheeler.

SCHOOL NOTES
The School Year, 1952-53, began on September 9th with 554 boys, 

including 99 new boys.
It is with the greatest pleasure that we record the inclusion, in the 

New Year Honours List, of the name of Alderman L. W. A. White, 
our Chairman of Governors; he has been awarded an O.B.E.

We welcome to the Staff this year, as Assistant Fran?ais, 
M. Kakavian.

State Scholarships were awarded in July to E. J. Copley (who has 
gone to Nottingham University); to G. W. Hammerton (London 
University) and to K. C. A. Blasdale and D. L. Lynas who are holding 
theirs over. D. L. Lynas had earlier won a British Celanese Scholar
ship of £300.
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Nottinghamshire County Major Awards were given to C. E. Veall 
and G. D. P. Wallen (Birmingham University); H. Hill (Cambridge 
University); R. Morley, J. E. Peachey and B. J. Wood (Durham 
University); T . L. Butler (London University) and A. Bailey, B. Jukes 
and R. Lester (Nottingham University). A Derbyshire County Major 
Award was given to M. H. H. Jones (London University).

We heartily congratulate these boys on their successes and wish 
them well in the future.

The Endowment Prize for the Fifth Form boy to gain the best 
General Certificate of Education was won by D. F. Leigh who gained 
high marks in seven subjects at Ordinary Level.

Cricket Colours for 1952 were given to J. S. Robinson (re-award) 
and to P. D. Wheeler, D. M. Jackson and G. W. Hammerton. First 
XI Team Caps were awarded to P. Brouard and P. H. Shaw.

J. S. Robinson, P. D. Wheeler, G. W. Hammerton, I. C. Aldridge 
and G. W. Smith were chosen to play in the Notts. County Grammar 
Schools Trials, played on our school ground in July, and Robinson, 
Wheeler and Hammerton played for the County G. S. XI against the 
Derbyshire G. S. XI. and against the Notts. Club and Ground.

The School is grateful to the following firms for allowing parties of 
Fifth Form boys to visit their works in July last and to see something 
of the processes used—Messrs. Bar-Lock, Boots, Ericssons, Gunn 
&  Moore, Players and Shipstones.

By arrangements made between the Education Committee and 
Nottingham Playhouse, two parties of over 100 boys> each have seen 
Major Barbara and R. U.R. since September.

The School generally and the Sixth Form particularly are most 
grateful (yet again !) to Mr. J. F. Fox (1938-43) who has presented to 
the Sixth Form a book of Season Tickets for every Playhouse show this 
season.

An honour to himself, to the Scout Troop, and so to the School, 
lies in the choice of Troop Leader D. A. Noon as one of the ten 
Scouts to represent Great Britain at the Pan-Pacific Jamboree in 
Australia in January.

The Nottingham Harmonic Orchestra, under its conductor, Herbert 
Bardgett, O.B.E., gave one of its very popular Children’s Concerts 
on November 17th, and Forms I, I llb  and IIIc had the pleasure of 
attending.

On 22nd November several members of the Music Society travelled 
to the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, to hear Turandot 
conducted by Sir John Barbirolli.

Forty-three boys and masters visited the Shakespeare Memorial 
Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon, on November 26th, where they saw 
Anthony Quayle and Barbara Jefford in Othello.
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The School Dramatic Society presented A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream before enthusiastic audiences on the evenings of December 
9th, 10th and 11th.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, McCandless, Goodall, Marshall, Smith, H. K. Butler and D. M. 
Jackson.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines and 
apologise for possible omissions:—Brunts, Cestrefeldian, Gong,
Granthamian, Huttonian, Lion Rampant, Mitre, Mundella Magazine, 
Newtonian, Nottinghamian, West Bridgfordian, Magazine of the Royal 
College, Ceylon.

VALETE
V I U.A. Beasley, W. S., Juffs, B. Reed, H.
V I U.S. Butler, T. L., Copley, E. J., Godfrey, P. R., Hacking, D. E., Ham- 

merton, G. W., Jones, M. H. H., Lester, R., Lynas, D. L., Morley, 
R., Peachey, J. E., Robinson, J. S., Stott, P. A., Veall, C. E., Wallen, 
G. D. P., Wood, B. J.

V IL .A . Baldwin, C. S. F., Belt, J. S., Bowler, P. D., Impey, J. T.
VI L.S. Bailey, E. P.
V A. Bakewell, M. D., Bayliss, P. J., Burton, B., Chambers, G. M.,

Cleaver, J. P., Collins, D. W., Cox, J. E., Fletcher, J. A., Hudson, 
G. A., Hyde, G. W., Moore, J. G. D., Morris, J., Orton, R., Percival,
B. J. Rawding, J. R., Shaw, P. H., Sleaford, D. J., Stansfield, J. J., 
Thacker, R., Walker, A. R. A., Waller, J., Williams, M. F.

V S. Cooper, J. B., Hayes, A. G., Henson, B. R., Lambley, R. W.,
Lort, J., Morecroft, P. J. S., Pattison, R., Pells, G. P., Rossington, 
A. B., Storer, J., Tagg, M. C., Woollatt, R.

V C Astle, I. H., Bragg, A. S., Crecraft, P. A., Froggatt, F. D., Greasley,
K., Hardwick, D. J., Hopcroft, C. J., Hughes, R. I.. Marriott, B. N., 
Peters, D. S., Plant, A. G., Reddish, S., Wyer, K.

IVC  Allwood, D. C., Richardson, J.
I  IB  Calcroft, D. G.
IA  Bewers, J. M.
IC  Clarke, P. D.

AVETE
IA  Bell, J. V., Braithwaite, D. J., Branney, P. H., Cooper, J., Darley, A.,

Evans, J. B., Ford, B., Goddard, M. B., Green, C. J., Green, F. G., 
Grieve, M. D„ Hamilton, R., Hammett, M. A., Hursthouse, R. S., 
Hyder, W., Jebb, R. A. Onley, M. F., Osborne, M., Powell, M., 
Richardson, P., Severn, P. H., Shaw, D., Stevenson, M. S., Stones,
C. G., Stoppard, D., Thomlinson, O. E., Ward, B. C., Williams, G., 
Wilmot, F. E., Wilson, O., Wright, J. L., Wright, W.

IB  Bailey, J. G., Beeby, C. J., Bridges, S. C., Butcher, T. L., Channon,
J. R., Clarke, P. F., Custance, J. A., Elton, M., Gregg, J. M., Hall,
J. M., Horton, R., Jones, T., Monk, M. K., Newton, J. H., Overton,
C. G., Parr, D. G., Perfect, A. J., Richards, R. B., Robins, J. W. P., 
Shaw, K. J., Simpson, L. M., Spillards, J. S., Stevenson, J., Stirland, 
A., Stuart, J. A., Thouless, J. L., Tilford, H., Walker, G. R., Watson, 
P. J., Webster, P. S., Whitehead, W. K., Stubbs, J.A.

IC  Allen, J. J., Bell, J. W., Chamberlin, C. J., Clements, B., Clements,
D. W., Evans, D. W., Fletcher, T. J., Fox, A. J., Geeson, M. J., 
Hammond, A. E., Harris, A. J., Harrison, D. J., Heald, B., Higgin- 
bottom, T. C., Hill, D. N. R., Huckle, C. D., Layton, R. W., Nix, 
O. B., Pringle, R. J., Rhodes, R. N., Rushforth, A. J., Rushforth, 
C. G., Scott, D., Sewell, S. B., Stenson, R. A., Stone, J. G., Taylor,
K. M., Thorley, B„ Todd, J. L„ Wood, M. C.

IIB  Rutson, D. A., Smith, G. M.
IIC  Fisher, R. G., Goddard, G.
IIIA  Southwell, G.
IV A  Alexander, D. J.
IVC  O’Prey, K.
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SISSON & PARKER
LTD.

BOOKS OF ALL SUBJECTS 

STATIONERY, FOUNTAIN PENS 

HA ND IC R A FT  

FANCY GOODS 

PICTURES

W h e e le r Gate, N o ttin g h a m

FREDERICK HARRINGTON
LINEN DRAPERS, FURNISHERS

Contractors to
SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, HOTELS, INSTITUTIONS and 

PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

Departments :
BLANKETS, SHEETS, TOWELS, TABLECLOTHS 

FANCY LINENS, LINOLEUMS, RUGS 
CARPETS, FURNITURE 

CURTAINS, D O W N  QUILTS 
BEDDING

BROAD MARSH - NOTTINGHAM



N O T T I N G H A M

TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK
HEAD OFFICE -  LOW PAVEMENT

Amounts received from 1/- to £500 in any one year. 

Total Limit £3,000

INTEREST

A B S O L U T E  S E C U R I T Y  NO C H A R G E S

Funds - £26,000,000. Surplus - £445,000.
Accounts - 225,000

Open Daily 10 to 4, except Friday 10 to 5 
Saturday 9.30 to 12.30

Branches in all parts of the City and County

LOCAL BRANCHES :
233/5 MAIN STREET 240/2 RADFORD ROAD

BULWELL HYSON GREEN
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EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, 1952
In the Oxford General Certificate of Education Examination, held in the 

Summer Term, the following boys passed at Advanced Level in the number of 
subjects shown; where two numbers are given, the first denotes Advanced Level 
subjects, the second Ordinary Level subjects.

Aldridge, I. C. (2, 1); Argyle, M. A. (2, 1); Beasley, W. S. (1, 2); Blasdale, 
K. C. A. (3,-1); Butler, T. L. (3,); Copley, E. J. (3); Godfrey, P. R. (3); Hacking, 
D. E. (3,); Hammerton, G. W. (3); Hand, P. F. (3); Holt, J. W. (3, 1); Jones, 
M. H. H. (3); Juffs, B. (2); Lee, A. (0, 3); Lester, R. (3); Lomas, R. A. (3); 
Lynas, D. L. (3); May, J. F. M. (2, 1); Morley, J. H. (3); Morley, R. (3); 
Peachev, J. E. (3); Reed, H. (3); Ripley, D. (2); Rodmell, G. E. (3, 1); Schwarz, 
P. F. (3); Stott, P. A. (3); Veall, C. E .'(3); Wallen, G. D. P. (3); Wheeler, P. D. 
(2, 2); Wood, B. J. (3).

The following candidates sat for Ordinary Level subjects only, passing in 
the numbers shown:—-

Astle, I. H. (3); Bakewell, M. D. (4); Baldwin, C. S. F. (5); Bayliss, P. J. (6); 
Belt, J. S. (4); Blackburn, G. H. (4); Bragg, A. S. (4); Bridges, M. S. (6); 
Bromhead, D. L. (1); Brouard, P. (4); Brown, M. J. (4); Burton, B.
(5) ; Chambers, G. M. (4); Clarke, K. N. R. (2); Cleever, J. P. (7); Collins, D. 
W. (6); Cooper, J. B. (3); Cotes, R. C. (2); Cox, J. E. (6); Crecraft, P. A. (5); 
Dabbs, A. H. (4); Drabble, H. (7); Fawcett, D. J. (7); Fincham, R. E. (6); 
Fisher, A. V. (4); Fisher, R. L. (5); Fletcher, J. A. (7); Flint, D. C. (2); Froggatt, 
F. D. (3); Godfrey, J. B. (4); Greasley, K. (1); Hackett, J. E. (8); Hayes, A. G.
(6) ; Henson, B. R. (4); Hopcroft, C. J. (4); Horey, M. G. (4); Hudson, G. A. 
(5); Hutchinson, B. B. (1); Hyde, G. W. (3); Impey, J. T. (7); Johnson, B. S. 
(1); Kitchen, D. J. (6); Lambley, K. W. (6); Leigh, D. F. (7); Lort, J. (5);. 
Marriott, A. J. (4); Marriott, B. H. (4); Millard, P. A. (5); Moore, J. G. D. 
(3); Morecroft, P. J. S. (4); Morris, J. (5); Murden, M. A. (6); Noon, D. A. (S); 
Odams, A. (6); Oldbury, W. D. (7); Orton, R. (3); Parker, J. B. (3); Pattison, 
R. (3); Pells, G. P. (7); Percival, B. J. (6); Peters, D. S. (1); Plant, A. G. (4); 
Pollitt, R. G. (1); Preston, P. R. (1); Rawding, J. R. (6); Reddish, S. (4); 
Riley, D. O. (7); Roberts, E. H. (7); Robinson, J. S. (1); Rossington, A. B.
(7) ; Salt, T. A. (1); Scott, B. (8); Shaw, P. H. (6); Shipman, R. M. (8); Sleaford, 
D. J. (5); Stansfield, J. J. (9); Starling, A. J. (7); Storer, J. (5); Tagg, M. C. 
(3); Thacker, R. (3); Walker, A. R. A. (6); Waller, J. (6); Williams, J. M. 
(7); Williams, M. F. (6); Wilson, G. D. (1); Woollatt, R. (7); Wyer, K. (2).

PRIZE LIST, 1951-52
I Progress P rizes: G. N ightingale, F. E. Clifford, J. P. M ort, 

T . J. R ippin.
Art and H andicraft Prize: S. J. Barber
P.T. and G ames Prize: G. M illns

I I P rogress Prizes: . R. W . Seedhouse, P. M . Burrow's, D. 
Leivers, D . W hitehead.

Art and H andicraft P rize: D. M cLean
P .T . and G ames P rize: B. H . Jarvis

111 Progress Prizes: N . Smedley, W . Barnes, J. B. Glover
Art and H andicraft Prize: P. R. Hill
P .T . and G ames Prize: G. B. W orthington

IV Progress Prizes: D. Shipley, J. I. Palm er, R . T . Boardman, 
H. H ardy

P.T. and G ames Prize: J. A. Shaw
L eaming P rize: A. E. Ashman
W harmby Sw im m ing  Cu p : D. Lack
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V

VI

Progress P rizes:

P .T . and G ames Prize: 
G ant Service Prize: 
P rogress P rizes:

P arent-S taff Association 
P rize for D ramatics: 

Service Prizes:
H ead P refect’s P rize:
Balk Cup and C hairman’s 

P rize:

D. F. Leigh, R. Woollatt, G. P. Pells, 
J. J. Stansfield, D. O. Riley, D. J. Kitchen, 
J. M. Williams, A. Odams, J. E. Hackett, 
R. M. Shipman.
B. Scott 
B. Scott
VII. C. R. Ball, D. L. Bromhead, P. R. 
Preston, R. A. Jackson, D. M. Jackson. 
VIu. K. C. A. Blasdale, G.' W. Ham- 
merton, E. J. Copley, D. L. Lynas, J. 
H. Morley, P. F. Schwarz, G. E. Rodmell

E. P. Bailey
G. W. Hammerton, G. D. P. Wallen 
J. S. Robinson

J. S. Robinson

K ayser Cup 
Orchard Cup 
O ld Boys’ Cup 
H aines C up 
Clifton  Cup 
N orman Cup 
L eaming Cup 
M emorial Cup 
H ouston Cup 
H urt Cup

HOUSE TROPHIES
(Senior Rugby Football) 
(Junior Rugby Football) 
(Senior Cricket)
(Junior Cricket)
(Senior Athletics)
(Junior Athletics)
(Swimming)
(Junior House Championship) 
(Senior House Championship) 
(House Championship)

Red House 
Yellow House 
Yellow House 
Green House 
Red House 
Red House 
Green House 
Red House 
Red House 
Red House

CRICKET, 1952
The First XI this season was no more than average although as a 

team it played efficiently and successfully. Many fixtures had to be 
cancelled and in two drawn games only a desperate last-wicket stand 
saved our opponents from defeat.

The star of the year was undoubtedly G. W. Hammerton who 
revealed himself as an accomplished and attractive batsman. His 62 
against the High School, when the School was in a very uncomfortable 
position, was faultless and a pleasure to watch.
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The bowling was good but sometimes inconsistent. Aldridge 
bowled effectively and gave the First XI a long-needed, strong opening- 
attack.

Fortunately, most of the team will be available next year and if we 
can remedy defects shown this year a good season may be enjoyed

P.D.W.

F irst XI Results

July 12th v Old Boys {Home) Drawn
Old Boys 102 for 1 declared {Mr. Evans 3 for 34)
School 53 for 4 (Scott 24 not out)
The match was disappointing, being played sluggishly, the teams seeming 

to be without interest. The pleasant knock by Scott was helpful and enter
taining but slow scoring made a draw inevitable.
July 18th v Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Away) Drawn

School 94 (Aldridge 38)
Alderman Newton’s 46 for 9 (Wheeler 6 for 7)
After a disastrous start a ninth-wicket partnership between Aldridge and 

Chambers saved the day and gave the school a respectable total. Alderman 
Newton’s collapsed before formidable bowling from the school and only a 
desperate last wicket stand saved them from defeat.

Second XI
July 18th v Alderman Newton’s G.S. {Home) Won

School 65 (Schwarz 25)
Alderman Neioton’s 62 (Flowers 6 for 21)

U nder 15 XI
July 10th v Nottm. High School Lost

School 84
High School 114 for 3 (Rippon 3 for 24)

U nder 13 XI
July 21st v Nottm. High School Lost

School 85 (Milnes 26 not out, Pollard 21)
High School 90 for 4 declared

HOUSE MATCHES
H ouse M a tch e s— S e n io r 

B lu e  v  Red Red W on  by 24 ru n s
Red House 78 (Chambers 6 for 24)
Blue House 54 (Cleever 6 for 24)

G re en  v  Y e llo w  Y e llo w  W on  by 29 ru n s
Yellow 62 for 9 declared 
Green 33

FINAL—R ed v  Y e llo w  Y e llo w  W on  by 15 ru n s
Yellow 86 for 6 declared (Wheeler 40, Argyle 27)
Red 71 (Hammerton 6 for 15)

H ouse M a tch e s—Ju n io r  
G re en  v  Y e llo w  G re en  W on  by 55 ru n s

Green 77 (Wilson 7 for 20, Webster 42)
Yellow 22 (Fletcher 5 for 10)
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R ed v B lu e  B lu e  W o n  by  21 ru n s
Blue 75 (Whyman 37)
Red 54 (Storey 4 for 24)

FINAL— B lu e  v  G re en  G re en  W o n  by 34 ru n s
Green 93 (Webster 55)
Blue 59 (Whyman 26, Fletcher 7 for 26)

Yellow  H ouse won the Old Boys’ Cup 
G reen H ouse w on the H aines Cup

FIRST XI BATTING AVERAGES
Highest

Innings Runs Not Out Score Average
Hammerton, G. W. 6 134 1 62 26-8
Chambers, D. B. 4 53 2 19 26-5
Aldridge, I. C. 3 49 1 38 24-5
Scott, B. 6 49 2 24* 11-2
Jackson, D. M. 7 65 1 26* 10-9
Shaw, P. 4 30 1 25 10-0

•k Denotes Not Out

FIRST XI BOWLING AVERAGES
Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average

Hammerton, G. W. 29 12 48 7 6-8
Aldridge, I. C. 50 10 103 14 7-4
Wheelei*, P. D. 75-4 28 141 19 7-5
Smith, G. W. 38 6 88 7 12-5

ATHLETICS
Last year the School Athletes had a very full and successful season. 

The Senior Relay team rounded off its season by winning the Jubilee 
Memorial Cup at the Mundella Grammar School sports, beating 
opposition from Grammar Schools throughout the county. Last 
year’s team in order of running was M. H. H. Jones; I. C. Aldridge; 
G. D. P. Wallen; P. F. Hand. H. Hardy was reserve.

Members of the School, competing individually at several meetings, 
also had a most successful season. In the Midland Counties A.A.A. 
Championships, G. D. P. Wallen gained first place both in the Hammer 
and in the Shot, whilst C. R. Ball and D. Hardwick reached the final 
in the Discus and 880 yds. respectively. As a result of his success in 
these sports, G. D. P. Wallen was selected to represent the Midland 
Counties in the Junior A.A.A. Championships at Motspur Park on 
July 26th.

Boys of the School were included in the Nottinghamshire team at the 
Inter-County School Championships held at Bradford on 11th and 
12th of July. C. R. Ball put up a fine performance in the Senior 
Discus, his throw being only \  in. short of the winner’s distance. 
I. C. Al dridge was a member of the Notts. Senior Relay team which 
was narr'owly beaten into third place in the final, and P. F. Hand was 
in the Notts. Intermediate Relay team, which won through to the 
final.
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The Notts. Junior and Youths A.A.A. Championships were held 
last year at Warsop. Competing in the Junior events, C. R. Ball was 
placed first in the Discus, second in the Shot, and third in the Javelin; 
and G. D. P. Wallen was placed first in the Shot, and in the Hammer, 
and second in the Discus. In the Youths Events, G. W. Smith gained 
first place in the Discus and third in the Shot; R. A. Jackson gained 
second place in the Shot; and P. F. Hand gained third place in the 
100 yds. I.C.A.

School Sports, 1952 
The School Sports were held on Thursday, July 17th. The good 

weather and the presence of many parents combined to make it a most 
enjoyable occasion. Ten new School records were set up and Red 
House won both Senior and Junior Championships.

Results— J unior 
100 yards. 1 Fenton (B), 2 Gimson (R), 3 Wardle (B).
220 yards. 1 Fenton (B), 2 Albon (B), 3 Gimson (R)—Time 28-1 secs. 
Hurdles. 1 Shaw (Y), 2 Hague (R), 3 Rowberry (B)—Time 14'5 secs.
High Jump. 1 Bayliss (B), 2 Hague (R), 3 Royle (R)—Height 4 ft. 2 ins.
Long Jump. 1 Jarvis (R), 2 Taylor (G), 3 Bayliss (B)—Distance 14 ft. 4 ins.* 
Shot (4 lbs.). 1 Jarvis (R), 2 Burrows (R), 3 Albon (B)—Distance 47 ft. 1J ins.* 
Discus. 1 Jarvis (R), 2 Albon (B), 3 Swain (Y)—Distance 75 ft. S ins.
Cricket Ball. 1 Jarvis (R), 2 Purdy (G), 3 Wardle (B)—Distance

68 yds. 0 ft. 8 ins.
Relay. 1 Blue, 2 Red, 3 Green—Time 54-4 secs.

M iddle
100 yards. 1 Hardy (R), 2 Welbourne (G), 3 Ashman (G)—Time 10’6 secs.* 
220 yards. 1 Hardy (R), 2 Welbourne (G), 3 Shaw (Y)—Time 25T secs.
440 yards. 1 Welbourne (G), 2 Walters (R), 3 Brown (Y)—-Time 59-4 secs. 
880yards. 1 Brown (Y), 2 Walters (R), 3 Jenner (B)—Time 2 mins. 16-4 secs.* 
1 mile. 1 Brown (Y), 2 Walters (R), 3 Jenner (B)—Time 5 mins. 1T2 secs. 
Hurdles. 1 Ashman (G), 2 Thompson (Y), 3 Whyman (B)—Time 19-3 secs. 
High Jump. 1 Shaw (Y), 2 Ashman (G), 3 Rippon (R)—Height 4 ft. 8 ins. 
Long Jump. 1 Hardy (R), 2 Crudgington (Y), 3 Disney (Y)—Distance 17 ft. 1 in. 
Shot (6 lbs.). 1 Smith, P. (R), 2 Rawding (Y), 3 Legetter (B)—Distance 

44 ft. 4 ins.
Discus. 1 Shaw (Y), 2 Rawding (Y), 3 Smith, P. (R)—Distance 118 ft. 10J ins. 
Javelin. 1 Sturman (R), 2 Huckerby (R), 3 Daykin (G)—Distance 99 ft. 2 ins. 
Cricket Ball. 1 Burton (B), 2 Sturman (R), 3 Upton (B)—Distance 78 yds. 
Relay. 4 x 110 yds.). 1 Yellow, 2 Red, 3 Blue—Time 51-3 secs.*

Senior
100 yards. 1 Wallen (B), 2 Aldridge (R), 3 Hand (Y)—Time 10-1 secs.*
220yards. 1 Aldridge (R), 2 Hand (Y), 3 Phillips (G)—Time 23-9 secs.
440 yards. 1 Hardwick (B), 2 Scott (R), 3 Phillips (G)—Time 56-3 secs.* 
880 yards. 1 Hardwick (B), 2 Morley (B), 3 Cranch (G)—-Time 2 mins. 12-2 secs. 
Mile. 1 Hardwick (B), 2 Morley (B), 3 Broadley (R)—Time 5 mins. 5-2 secs. 
Hurdles. 1 Hughes (R), 2 Wallen (B), 3 Roberts (B)—Time 19-6 secs.
High Jump. 1 Hughes (R), 2 Blackburn (R), 3 Roberts (B)—Height 4 ft. 10 ins. 
Long Jump. 1 Robinson (R), 2 Jackson (G), 3 Greasley (G)—Distance 

19 ft. 7 ins.*
Shot (12 lbs.). 1 Wallen (B), 2 Ball (Y), 3 Jackson (B)—Distance 45 ft. 6 ins.* 
Discus. 1 Ball (Y), 2 Wallen (B), 3 Smith (B)—Distance 119 ft.
Javelin. 1 Ball (Y), 2 Hammerton (Y), 3 Cranch (G)—Distance 129 ft. 5 ins. 
Cricket Ball. 1 Ball (Y), 2 Veall (R), 3 Smith, G. (B)—Distance 91 yds. 2 ft. 3 ins. 
Relay. 1 Red, 2 Blue, 3 Green—Time 48 secs.*

‘ Denotes new School Record.
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ROWING
At the Annual General Meeting the following officers were elected:— 

E. M. Loy — Captain of Boats
B. B. Hutchinson — Vice-Captain 
M. G. Horey — Secretary
M. Murden •— Asst. Secretary

For training until Christmas the crews row as follows:—
“A” Crew “B” Crew

Bow — B. J. Arthur Bow — M. J. Woodcock
2 — B. B. Hutchinson 2 — J. I. Palmer
3 — E. M. Loy 3 — M. W. Rose
Stroke — M. G. Horey Stroke — A. C. Antcliff
Cox — S. Clark Cox — G. Lant

After last year’s rather unsuccessful season all crews are training 
hard during their dinner hours, either in the gymnasium or on the 
rowing machine.

The rowing machine, which was so kindly lent to the club by Mr. 
Caborn of the Britannia Rowing Club is proving invaluable and has 
already brought about a noticeable improvement in the style of several 
members.

With this training, both crews hope to enjoy reasonable success in 
the coming season. M.G.H.

RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1952
The School XV has, unfortunately this season, lost many of its more 

experienced players. Such a loss makes it difficult to emulate last 
season’s performances but, despite a lack of experience, the team is 
now settling down into a workmanlike combination which promises 
well for the future. We have paid a heavy price for this inexperience 
as the results in the early part of the season are well able to testify but, 
since holding a much heavier and more experienced High School team 
to a draw, the team’s confidence in its own capabilities has increased 
tremendously.

Ball, Jackson, R.A., Aldridge and May are to be congratulated upon 
gaining their colours, after rendering the team much valuable service.

D.M.J.
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RESULTS
1st. XV
Sept. 27th v Loughborough G.S. (Home) Won 14-3

The School team combined well in the second half, the backs, despite 
heavy rain, availing themselves of the opportunities which some hard forward - 
play provided.
Oct. 7th v Trent College ‘A’ (Away) Lost 6-8

Our pack were held by their much smaller, livelier opponents, and the 
backs’ handling and dropping on the ball were of a low standard. We were 
beaten quite deservedly.
Oct. 11th v King’s School, Grantham (Home) Won 17-3

The School team was superior to its opponents in all departments. It 
was noticeable however, that the School was unable to press home its advantage 
against a beaten team in the last twenty minutes.
Oct. 15th v High Pavement G.S. (Away) Lost 12-3

Poor tackling and the tendency to “leave it to the other man” resulted in 
Pavement over-running us. Our backs learned the necessity of tackling hard 
and low, and ignoring dummies.
Oct. 22nd v Loughborough G.S. (Away) Lost 11-6

A result of which we can be ashamed, for we gave our opponents two tries 
by failing to touch down the ball in the goal area. The attitude of leaving it 
to the other man was again apparent.
Oct. 29th v High Pavement G.S. (Home) Won 12-3

The School this time made no mistake and our heavier opponents were 
hammered into submission. For once all the team tackled hard, if not always 
low.
Nov. 8th v Nottm. High School (Home) Drawn 9-9

Sheer pluck and team-spirit enabled the School to hold a much-vaunted 
H.S. team to a draw. This team-spirit and a desire on the part of the School 
forwards never to rest saw to it that the H.S. were able to make little headway, 
and after the interval, they were penned almost continually in their own half.
Nov. 15th ® Cranwell Apprentices (Away) Lost 11-5

The much bigger Cranwell team were a little too much for our comparatively 
small side, but our ability to fight hard and never give up might have snatched 
us victory, had the ball run favourably.
Nov. 22nd v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Won 24-0

The school’s fast, open rugger and hard play in the pack proved too much 
for our opponents. .Even after we had lost May, our scrum-half, after 15 
mins., the school were never in difficulties.

Second X V  
Sept. 27th v Loughborough G.S. {Home)
Oct. 11th v King’s School, Grantham (Away)
Oct. 15th v High Pavement G.S. (Home)
Oct. 18th ‘A’ XV v Chesterfield G.S. (Away)
Oct. 22nd v Loughborough G.S. (Away) •
Oct. 29th v High Pavement G.S. (Away)
Nov. 8th v Nottingham High School (Away)
Nov. 15th v Nottingham High School (Home)
Nov. 22nd v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away)
Nov. 26th ‘A’ XV v Southwell Minster G.S. (Home)
Dec. 3rd ‘A’ XV v Moat School, Leicester (Away)
Dec. 7th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home)

Lost 0-3 
Lost 6-11 
Lost 6-16 
Lost 3-12 
Won 11-6 
Lost 6-14 

Lost 3-8 
Won 17-9 

Won 14-10 
Cancelled 
Cancelled 
Cancelled
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U nder 15 XV 
Sept. 27th v. Loughborough G.S. (Away)
Oct. 4th v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home)
Oct. 11th d King’s School, Grantham (Away)
Oct. 18th v King’s School, Grantham (Home)
Nov. 8th v Nottingham High School (Home)
Nov. 15th v Nottingham High School (Aivay)
Nov. 22nd v West Bridgford G.S. (Home)
Nov. 29th v Loughborough G.S. (Home)
Dec. 3rd v Moat School, Leicester (Aivay)
Dec. 6th v High Pavement G.S. (Away)
Dec. 13th f  Newark Magnus G.S. (Away)

U nder 14 XV
Oct. 11th v King’s School, Grantham (Home)
Nov. 8th v Nottingham High School (Aivay)
Nov. 15th v Nottingham High School (Home)
Nov. 22nd v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away)
Nov. 26th v Southwell Minster G.S. (Home)
Nov. 29th v High Pavement G.S. (Home)
Dec. 6th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home)
Dec. 13th v Alderman Newton’s G.S., Leicester (Home)

Lost 3-8 
Draw 5-5 
Won 22-9 
Won 31-3 
Lost 3-22 

Lost 3-9 
Won 13-8 
Cancelled 
Cancelled 
Cancelled 
Cancelled

Won 22-3 
Won 12-6 
Lost 8-10 

Lost 8-3 
Cancelled 
Cancelled 
Cancelled 
Cancelled

THE SCOUT TROOP
We have had a good year. Two of our members have been to 

London to receive the Queen’s Scout Certificate from the Chief 
Scout, Lord Rowallan, and many other badges have been gained and 
many tests have been passed. And by the summer we expect to find 
that at least six more Scouts will be able to put up the First Class badge. 
No patrol leader, to say nothing of an ordinary Scout, can be really 
efficient if he is not up to First Class standard.

Camping, both by patrols and by the Troop, is on the increase, 
and consequently standards of camping are rising steadily.

The Troop Leader, D. A. Noon, is at the time of writing on his 
way to Australia in the Stratheden, to attend the Pan-Pacific Jamboree 
there, and he is not expected to return until about the middle of 
March. This is an honour not only for the Troop but for the whole 
Scout county of Nottinghamshire, for he is one of only ten Scouts 
chosen to represent Great Britain at this Jamboree. During his 
absence Senior P/L Riley will act as Troop Leader of the Boy Scout 
section, and Senior P/L Tagg will act for the Senior section.

For the first time, we have in the Troop members who no longer 
attend the Mellish. At the end of the summer camp, the Scouts who 
would normally have been attending their last Scout camp asked how 
they could remain with us. We therefore have now a patrol of Old 
Boys wrho are still active Scouts.

We have, however, one regret, for our Scoutmaster, Mr. Rowe, has 
had to relinquish control through pressure of other work, after being 
with us for three years. We are sorry to see him go, and are grateful 
for what he has done during his stay with us.
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In consequence, we have had to reorganise ourselves to some extent. 
Dinner-time meetings are at an end, but instead we have regular weekly 
meetings, usually on Friday evenings, or on Saturdays. Patrols have 
also been re-grouped so that members of each patrol, as far as possible, 
live in the same area. This, it is hoped, will tend to encourage more 
frequent patrol meetings. We can accommodate only two more recruits 
at present, and they must be keen.

A whist drive and dance was held at School in November, in aid of 
the Scout funds. Another may be held in the Spring.

THE SCOUT CAMP
We again went by Makemson bus to Bolton Abbey, in Yorkshire, 

to the same site as last year—and at the same cost, despite rising 
prices—and the camp followed our usual pattern, except that this 
time there were two cases of illness and one rather unfortunate death. 
One of the Seniors went down with something indefinable for a couple 
of days; we never did discover what was wrong; he kept on eating, 
though, so we weren’t worried.

The other illness was one of chicken-pox, contracted before camp 
began, but the doctor did not seem alarmed, so neither were we. 
We pitched the patient’s tent miles from anywhere, and tried to erect 
a yellow plague flag over it, only we couldn’t find enough yellow cloth.

The death was rather sad. A small bird had been brought in for 
treatment after being hit by a train. Despite all efforts, we regret to 
say it died, so we provided a decent burial, full Scout honours, including 
a carved tombstone, the flag at half mast, and a really ornate procession.

The recruits did quite well, as might be expected. Some were 
rather too keen. On the final night, one gullible Scout had been 
led to believe, to his alarm, that on that evening the tents were taken 
down and everyone slept under the trees. He carried all his kit to 
the nearest big tree and put it carefully underneath. He was stopped, 
however, when his P/L  found him taking down the tent which they 
shared. His P/L was not as amused as the rest of us were.

Again we had a Visitors’ Day, when parents and friends were treated 
to Scouting activities, tea, and one or two heavy showers. A bo’sun’s 
chair had been rigged up over a small ravine especially for the occasion, 
and a number of determined mothers and worried fathers didn’t believe 
it would work. They crossed over on it to find out. It did !

Camp fire was somewhat disappointing, for each item was too short. 
We would also like something more out of the ordinary occasionally. 
At the “Awards” camp fire, held on the final night, a smaller number 
of camping feathers was given than usual, in order to raise the standard. 
The winning patrol in the Inter-Patrol Shield Competition was the 
Owls (P/L Burchell). Can’t anybody take the Shield from them ? 
The Norman Cup for nature lore was shared by the Seniors (P/L(S) 
Henson) and the Falcons (P/L Ingham).
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We handed the Eames Cup, for the best Scout spirit, to P/L Murfitt; 
and the Stonelake Trophy, for the best Senior Scout, to T /L  Noon. 
After a five-year lapse, it was decided to award again the Merit Shield. 
This Shield, for outstanding service to the Troop, has only twice been 
issued before, and is now held by Second (S) Tagg. He will retain 
it until a successor is found to receive it.

It was, on the whole, a good camp, despite the visit of a District 
Commissioner on an afternoon when the washing-up had been some
what delayed. We are always trying to improve standards, however, 
so perhaps that will not happen again.

THE COMBINED CADET FORCE
ARMY AND BASIC SECTION

We were delighted to welcome to our Training Staff, C.S.M.s. 
Lovett and Percy from the Drill Hall, Bulwell. Already they have 
given invaluable assistance in the instruction of both the Basic Section 
and the Cert. A, Pt. II Candidates. We sincerely hope their weekly 
visits will continue as long as possible.
Certificate A Examinations,.D ecember 1952.

An Examination was held on Dec. 11th, 32 candidates entered for 
Part I, out of which number 27 were successful. In Part II two 
candidates entered and both passed.

ARMY AND BASIC SECTION’S CAMP, 1952
The annual Cadet camp has now become the main event in the 

training schedule of the Army and Basic Sections of the Henry Mellish 
C.C.F. It is, in fact, the climax to that training schedule and one does 
not need to look far to find the value derived from it.

At Gandale in 1950 the contingent made its debut into this aspect of 
military training and one could not hope for a more successful first camp.

The camp at Fylingdales Moor in 1951 was a highly polished affair— 
glorious weather, inimitable organisation, and excellent food.

What can be said for this year’s camp held again at Fylingdales Moor 
from Friday 18th July-25th July ?

Some may say that, compared with previous years, it was only barely 
successful. Certainly, there were flaws in the organisation; the 
food lacked variety and was at times inadequate; and yet the experience 
gained from this camp was invaluable, and probably greater than that 
gained from the other two.

The object of a Cadet camp lies in the development of the qualities of 
leadership in the N.C.O.s and also in learning to become a member 
of a highly efficient team—in this case, a military platoon. The success
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of such a team indisputably depends upon the efficiency and co
operation of its members, and, while learning how to do such and such 
a thing in a lecture room has its virtues, being able to carry out that, 
operation in the field is the real test.

Therein lies the value of this year’s camp.
There were the usual manoeuvres and demonstrations, the latter 

being performed by platoons of the Coldstream Guards with all the 
excellence one has come to expect from such a regiment. These were 
followed by rehearsals and finally the actual operations carried out by 
the cadets themselves (many of our manoeuvres were carried out in 
conjunction with the Chesterfield G.S. C.C.F. Unit). Such manoeuvres 
were: the organisation and movement of a platoon both in attack and 
defence; section in attack and defence; an ambush; and best of all, 
firing on open range. There was also a display of aerobatics by 
Meteors of a local R.A.F. squadron, which was amazing in its intricacy 
and split-second timing.

A Church Parade was held on Sunday, and swimming trips into 
Scarborough were arranged every day.

Finally, this account of the Summer Camp cannot be passed over 
without reference to the departure of U/O T. L. Butler. His keenness, 
his knowledge, and his serious yet strangely humorous disposition, 
have made him one of the most valuable cadets the contingent has ever

R.N. SECTION
During the Summer vacation three Cadets attended special Courses.

I. A. S. Cranch qualified as a Cadet Petty Officer, M. R. Pokorny 
obtained a First Class Gunnery Badge and R. Pattison, who was success
ful in the examination at the end of an Air Badge Course, was the first 
Cadet ever to attend the Course to be specially commended for his 
knowledge of Air Traffic Control procedure.

At half term eight Cadets'visited H.M.S. Merlin, a Royal Naval Air 
Station on the north shore of the Forth, for three days of practical 
training which included shooting, flying, the handling of power boats 
and a day of sea-training in H.M.S. Barsound. The section is most 
grateful to Lt. Cdr. F. Lewes, R.N., who arranged the whole pro
gramme and to Lt. Cdr. W. Rolfe, R.N., Commanding Officer of 
H.M.S. Barsound whose co-operation enabled the section to spend the 
day at sea.

On December 11th, all the Cadets taking the Qualifying Examination 
were successful; their names are:—B. J. Arthur, D. A. Barrowcliff, R. 
M. Greaves, M. E. Hatcher and D. R. Ringer. D. A. Barrowcliff was 
outstandingly successful, obtaining 96 per cent, over the examination 
as a whole.
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During the term the R.N. Section Hut was further improved and a 
dinghy has now been obtained so that practical sailing will be possible 
during the summer term.

Before the end of the school year, all Cadets will have had the 
opportunity of spending a weekend at sea in addition to their annual 
training.

D.G.W.

R.A.F. SECTION
Two Officers and twenty-five Cadets attended Summer Camp at 

R.A F. Hullavington in Wiltshire. The aerodrome is situated in 
beautiful country and so, being blessed with good wreather, the Camp 
was not only instructive but also a most pleasant holiday.

Very little training in the Slingsby Glider has been possible, partly 
owing to bad weather but also because it still awaits a new tail fin, the 
one issued being too small.

THE CAMPANOLOGICAL SOCIETY
This term, an attempt has been made to resurrect the Campanological 

Society, after a lapse of some years and the attempt has met with some 
success. The Society now numbers thirty-one and comprises Sixth 
Formers, and First Formers ! We should now be pleased to have 
aspiring bell-ringers from the Third, and Fourth Forms; we meet in 
Room 14, in three groups—Monday and Wednesday afternoons 
and Wednesday evenings.

Owing to the requirements of the School Play, only limited progress 
has been made this term but normal meetings will be resumed next 
term.

W.D.O. (V I L.Sc.)

THE CHORAL SOCIETY
The Choir has now achieved more of a balanced front than in pre

vious years. An appeal was launched towards the end of last term and, 
since then, there has been a steady influx of tenors and basses into the 
Choir, owing largely to a welcome revival of interest in the Sixth Form.

Rehearsals of Trial by Jury have been renewed this term and have 
again proved exceptionally popular. However, as inevitably happens 
in this Autumn Term, our most enjoyable activities were suddenly 
curtailed and—“enter the fairies” ! ! However the Society was able 
to assist even them. The music provided by a section of the school 
choir and orchestra was able to create that lyrical atmosphere which is 
essential to A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

P.F.E.
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THE DRAMATIC SOCIETY
Twice within three years the choice of a school play has fallen on 

Shakespeare and on December 9th, 10th, and 11th the Dramatic 
Society presented A Midsummer Night’s Dream in the School Hall.

But it was no ordinary production; it was Shakespeare with a dif
ference. At the commencement of the play, Puck pranced down the 
aisle announcing three times, with different cynical emphases, the 
title—A Midsummer Night's Dream. His antics with the attendants, 
although non-Shakespearian clearly showed that “there was something 
‘up’ in the state ”—of Athens ! Oberon and Titania, the King and 
Queen of the spirit-world, have quarrelled and nothing will go right in 
the real world—the course of true love is not running smoothly either 
in human or in fairy love-affairs and the elements reflect the discord 
in rain and thunder.

The setting was a wood in Athens, a wood inhabited by more-than- 
natural birds, by flowers from which peeped fairy faces, by trees which 
could move of their own will. When by magic it was transformed to 
Theseus’ court, the statues on the pillars moved to new poses as the 
action changed and musical instruments came and went as reqpired. 
And even Quince’s home had collapsible walls and a chair that walked. 
Other effects emphasised the dream aspect of the play still more: the 
colourful costumes, the fairy music from the orchestra and choir, the 
constantly changing coloured lights, and the incessant movement of the 
actors from nearly every conceivable entrance on the stage and in the 
hall.

Pyramus and Thisbe — ‘very tragical mirth.’
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Of three plots, the one that went with most gusto was the rehearsal 
and performance of the Pyramus and Thisbe interlude. The cast 
here worked as a team and obviously enjoyed doing so, supporting 
Bottom’s extravagant egotism to delightful effect. It was highly 
enjoyable to see Bridges vigorously stabbing himself, and Odams as 
Quince was a “dodderer” to perfection.

The lovers’ entanglements in the wood were well portrayed by all 
four, and the obstacles laid in their way by the fairies and the mysti
fication provided by Puck made the quarrel and its consequences very 
realistic: Helena’s anger and Lysander’s devotion (in reality Norman 
and Scott) were done beautifully and the poetry in the lines shone 
through the actions.

A delightful contrast between the fairies of the King and of the 
Queen was made by black and pale green costumes and this enabled 
us to follow the fairy quarrel easily. Oldbury as Oberon was most 
distinguished and Turner as Titania the personification of daintiness.

Weaving his way through all plots was Puck, most ably played by 
Woodcock, the perfect Puck in manner and form, with a fitting cynical 
“Hah !” at the end of most of his speeches, to crown his mischief.

There is no end to what one could say, especially if note were made 
of the almost hundred persons involved in the production. But any 
account of this production without a special commendation of the 
musical effects, would be incomplete. The School Orchestra created 
most realistically the faerie atmosphere in the wood. They were aided 
in this by part of the School Choir accompanied by the orchestra and 
they also sang a madrigal.

It is enough to say that it has been a most vivid and memorable 
occasion for which nothing but praise has been heard.

The cast was as follows:—
Puck
Four Attendants . . R. T. Boardman, J.

J. M. Williams
Philostrate, Master of the Revels
Hippolyta, a captive of
Theseus, Duke of Athens . .
Egeus, father of
Hermia, who is beloved both of
Lysander and
Demetrius, who is loved by. .
Helena ... ..
Quince, a carpenter 
Snout, a tinker 
Starveling, a tailor

M. J. Woodcock 
B. Godfrey E. H. Roberts,

A. J. Starling 
D. Lei vers 
H. Hardy 

M. R. Pokomy 
J. Whitley 

B. Scott 
P. Smith 

G. Norman 
A. Odams 

D. Shipley 
D. C. Flint
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R. E. Fincham 
M. S. Bridges 

. . W. Hastings 
W. D. Oldbury 

T. P. Turner 
. . J. A. Stuart 

Simpson, J. V. Bell, C. J.

Snug, a joiner 
Bottom, a weaver 

■ Flute, a bellows-mender 
Oberon and
Titania, king and qtieen of the fairies 
Indian Boy
Titania’s Fairies . . A. Darley, L. M.

Chamberlin, R. A. Jebb, F. E. Willmott, A. J. Perfect,
D. E. Tomlinson.

Oberon’s Fairies . . J. L. Thouless, J. G. Stone, R. B. Richards,
P. S. Webster, D. Shaw, B. Ford, A. J. Rushforth,
D. Stoppard.

Pages . . D. G. Welsh, T. L. Butcher, G. R. Walker, J. S.
Spillards, J. W. P. Robins, R. Horton, C. G. Rushforth. 

Statues and trees . . A. B. Middleton, S. A. Clark, H. Tilford,
C. G. Overton.

Musicians and Choir . . G. Millns, T. D. Sheppard, A. E. Copley,
H. R. Beastall, K. S. Overton, J. M. North, J. P. Wood,
P. D. Taylor, D. J. Alexander, C. O. Ingham, K. J. Dearman,
D. W. A. Oakland, B. J Arthur, R. J. Akers, J. S. Rowberry,
F. E. Clifford, K. H. D. O’Prey, R. G. Toplis, G. D. Fryer,
M. A. Murden, G. B. Murfitt, F. G. Green, R. S. 
Hursthouse, D. J. Braithwaite, N. J. Bostock.

Chair and Instruments .. T . J. Allen, S. B. Sewell, K. M. Taylor,
R. N. Rhodes.

C.D.S.

THE MELLISH SOCIETY
President: The Headmaster 

Chairman of the Committee: The Head Prefect 
Secretary: R. M. Shipman Treasurer: C. D. Smith

This term the Society began by holding a General Meeting—which 
gradually seemed to develop into a debate, so giving practice for the 
official one held three weeks later. A meeting perhaps more enter
taining was “One Minute Please”, in which a representative team of 
masters defeated a Science team which was itself victorious over an 
Arts team.

Continuing the policy decided upon last term, we held a successful 
Social to which was invited the Brincliffe Dancing Class.

Our final meeting this term has been a visit to the Playhouse where 
Mr. George Speaight, who addressed the Society last term, conducted 
us on a tour of the theatre. We left, after an hour’s stay, full of ad
miration for the members of the company who made so much of their 
cramped surroundings and their three dressing rooms.

Next term there is to be a debate between the Society and the Parent- 
Staff Association, an activity which proved successful on a previous 
occasion; talk by Mr. Revill on his own subject; and various other 
activities which cannot yet be divulged.

R.M.S.
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THE MUSIC SOCIETY
Secretary: J. H. Morley
Chairman: J. F. M. May

The Albert Hall has been visited several times by parties of our 
members this term, the most notable concerts being perhaps those 
given by the Halle and Birmingham Symphony orchestras. The Halle 
was conducted by George Weldon, Beethoven’s 5th Piano Concerto 
being played by Ornella Santaliquido. The other main work was 
Dvorak’s New World Symphony. Another Beethoven Piano Concerto, 
the 4th, was played by Iris Loveridge with the Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra, conducted by Rudolf Schwarz. It was followed by Sibelius’ 
2nd Symphony.

The outstanding event this term was the trip to the Royal Opera 
House, Covent Garden, although one of our party was unfortunately 
left at Charing Cross hospital. The opera, Turandot, was brilliantly 
conducted by Sir John Barbirolli. James Johnston, as Calaf, was 
rather overshadowed by Gertrude Grob-Prandle, who carried all 
before her in the title-role. Her voice was of the “dramatic” soprano 
type, and admirably conveyed the beauty and savagery of the score. 
Blanche Turner, as Liu, provided an effective contrast. Ping, Pang, 
and Pong were quite good in unison, although the voice of Parry Jones 
was rather weak. The scenery and costumes were magnificent, well 
suited to the exptic music.

Gramophone-record concerts have been held frequently if irregularly 
this term, and we invite anyone interested to attend.

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
President: The Headmaster 
Chairman: Mr. S. Marshall 

Secretary: B. J. Arthur Treasurer: A. J. Starling
The above officials were elected at a meeting which was held at the 

beginning of the Autumn Term.
The darkroom with its comparatively new' equipment is now regularly 

used by members of the Society and it is expected that the installation 
will be completed by the end of the Autumn Term. We hope to hear 
lectures in the New Year from Donald Allen, of the Ilford Lecture 
Service.

B.J.A. (V I L.Sc.)

C.E.W.C.
Activities of the Council for Education in World Citizenship have 

been run on similar lines to previous years; on Friday and Saturday, 
21st and 22nd of November, a conference was held at the Nottingham 
Boys’ High School, the subject being, “The Future of Germany” .
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Speakers included Mr. L. Aldous, U.N. Information Officer, Dr. 
Konred Braun, presenting the German viewpoint and M. Miveau, 
the French.

An innovation at the conference was a Brains Trust which proved a 
great success. After the conference was a similarly successful social.

I was pleased to present the names of 17 members of the Sixth Form 
who wished to attend and I trust that still more will be present at the 
March Conference, details of which have not yet been arranged.

R.A.D. (V I U.A.)

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
During the Autumn Term, members of the school visited the 

Playhouse to see Shaw’s Major Barbara and Capek’s R.U.R.
Audiences of schoolchildren are often restless and tend to show their 

boredom easily, but the audience for Major Barbara listened attentively 
throughout—a sure sign of both the quality and suitability of the play. 
The performance was indeed of a high standard; Patricia Kneale in the 
title-role was convincing and was ably supported by Hazel Hughes and 
Robert Lankesheer in other major parts. Bill Walker, the cockney 
tough, ably played by Denis Quilley, provided a humorous element in 
an otherwise serious play and his ‘What price salvation now ?’ became 
for a while a catch phrase.

Shaw’s sharp satire of the Salvation Army was well portrayed in 
episodes concerning the minor characters, mostly cockney, who, during 
the great depression, were either forced to or merely decided to take 
shelter under the wing of the Army. The play as a whole is cynical 
showing the eventual triumph of materialistic over idealistic institutions 
—Major Barbara the one-time, almost fanatical Salvationist forsaking 
the Army’s for her father’s viewpoint, that of the industrialist.

R. U.R. on the other hand has a distinctly hopeful moral—that man 
in spite of all his shortcomings will eventually surmount them and that 
his soul, that quality which distinguishes him from a mere instinctive 
animal, is important. We had Pat Kneale and Haydn Jones in the 
leads. This play, centring round robots, was no doubt far-seeing and 
imaginative in 1923 when it was written, but today, in competition 
with moon-rockets and Dan Dare, the actual story, which would really 
be the main attraction for much of the audience, is perhaps rather dull 
and old-fashioned. A noticeable feature of this presentation was a 
tendency, perhaps natural, for the actors to relax and rather play down 
to their young audience (or did they think it all a joke ?), but taken as 
a wffiole, the play wras both enjoyable and. profitable.

A.L. (V I U.A.)
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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
On the 26th November, forty-three members of the Sixth Form 

wended their riotous way to Stratford where Othello was being played 
at the Memorial Theatre.

Unlike the groundlings of Shakespeare’s day, we were privileged to 
watch the spectacle in the comfort of cushioned seats, and from our 
point of vantage in the balcony we saw the jealousy of Othello unfolded 
in a masterly manner by Anthony Quayle; it developed from starts of 
surprise, through the worried question, to the frenzied moaning and 
writhing on the floor. However, Anthony Quayle in his portrayal did 
not express the vitality and self-confidence which were obviously the 
magnet which had attracted the lovelorn Desdemona (played correctly 
and conventionally by Barbara Jefford).

Everyone agreed that the best performance was that of Leo McKern 
in the part of Iago as the personification of “motiveless malignity” . 
By his brilliant acting he dominated the stage even when Othello was 
present.

Speaking of the stage brings to mind the realistic and simple scenery, 
in strong contrast to the imaginative fancifulness of The Tempest 
of last year. Its beauty was enhanced by the artistic groupings of 
the actors and the harmonious colours of their costumes.

The pleasure and the value to be gained from these visits make us 
look forward to yet another such visit on July 15th—to see King Lear

J.W.H. {VI U.A.)

HOUSE NOTES
BLUE HOUSE

The House had rather a disappointing year last year, but should do 
much better this. The Senior Rugby XV shows definite improvement 
over last year’s team, both in skill and enthusiasm, its match against 
Red House ending in a 3-3 draw. The Junior side have not yet played 
a game but they have shown remarkable promise during practice 
matches. The Athletics Team will be as strong as in any previous 
years, even though it will be without the services of G. D. P. Wallen, 
our stalwart of last year. We have some competent swimmers and 
some accomplished cricketers and we shall certainly be able to hold 
our own in the New Year.

R.A.J.
GREEN HOUSE

Reds are to be congratulated upon gaining the position of Cock- 
House this year. And every member of Green House must see to it 
that we hold this much-desired distinction next year. We undoubtedly 
have the material in the House, but of late there has been a tendency 
not to bother with House activities. This is glaringly conspicuous in
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athletics where we have only a few stalwarts who endeavour, vainly 
as yet, to uphold the honour of the House against the overwhelming 
opposition of trained teams from the other Houses. Finally, on behalf 
of the House, I should like to express the thanks of all to R. Lester, 
the late House Captain, now at Nottingham University, who took over 
the House captaincy during the last school year, and rendered us in
valuable sendee.

D.M.J.

RED HOUSE
Last year we gained the House Championship, an achievement 

for which the House is to be congratulated. This year the four Houses 
are fairly evenly balanced and the possibility of our repeating last year’s 
success is by no means assured. It is imperative that the Junior 
members make an extra effort, since it was mainly through the efforts 
of the Seniors, many of whom have since left, that we secured the 
Championship.

Last year, J. S. Robinson, the House Captain, left. He has served 
the House well in all spheres of sport and as House Captain and we 
wish him every success in his University career.

Colours for 1952 have been awarded as follows:
Senior

Rugby: Veall, C. E., Robinson, J. S.
Cricket: Robinson, J. S., Cleaver, J.
Athletics: Jones, M. H., Aldridge, I. C.

J unior
Cricket: Jarvis, B. H.
Athletics: Jarvis, B. H.

I.C.A.

YELLOW HOUSE
The members of Yellow House offer their hearty congratulations to 

Red House for winning the Hurt Cup and the title of Cock-House for 
the year, 1951-52. However, it was also an eventful year for us; we 
were well-placed in rugger and athletics and won the Senior Cricket 
Cup after an exciting final with Red House. G. W. Hammerton 
returned a brilliant bowling analysis in this game taking six wickets for 
13 runs, including the hat-trick. Unfortunately for the House this 
year we are without Hammerton, an invaluable, all-round sportsman, 
who left to enter London University. So far this year, only one set of 
Senior Rugby House matches has been played. Yellow House held 
the favourites, Green House, to a draw and now have a good chance of 
winning the Kayser Cup. Our potentialities for the coming year are 
good but only constant practice can turn them into actual achievements.

P.D.W.
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TEN YEARS AGO
(Extracts from “The Centaur”, Vol. 12, No. 24)

The 1942 Cricket XI went through the season without a defeat.
Rugby Football: after the first match, which had an unnatural 

brilliance of its own, the picture became dark with defeat up to 
November 25th and was only lightened by one drawn game.

Owing to wartime difficulties there was no school swimming, but 
Swimming Sports were held at Arnold Baths, and Yellow House 
retained the Learning Cup.

A party of A.T.C. Cadets paid a week’s visit to an R.A.F. Station 
and saw a wide variety of aeroplanes ranging from machines on the 
secret list to Tiger Moths and an ancient B.A. Swallow.

The Scout Troop held Saturday meetings at Radcliffe (after dinner a 
stalking exercise, after tea a raiding game on Shelford) and Thrumpton 
(bridge building and badge tests). The Summer Camp was held at 
Thrumpton; the Peewits (R. Allington) won the Inter-Patrol Shield.

The Centaur Cycling Club travelled to Barrow-on-Soar on Septem
ber 19th and on the return journey were shown round Stanford Church 
by the Vicar. They travelled to Stapleford and Morley on October 
26th—“we departed from tradition in two ways: we did not visit any 
churches and we never lost our way.”

Besides many other vegetables, we grew 4 j tons of potatoes in the 
school garden in 1942.

PARENT-STAFF ASSOCIATION
Meetings during the Autumn Term have included a special meeting 

for First Form parents at which 100 new members were enrolled, 
and a general meeting at which talks on the place of their own subjects 
in the School Curriculum were given: by Mr. S. Marshall, M.A., on 
modern languages, and Mr. C. R. Swaby, B.Sc., on mathematics. 
On November 20th another Brains Trust on Careers was held, and in 
addition to Mr. A. T. Humphrey (Ministry of Labour and National 
Service) and Mr. A. T. Shaw (Youth Employment Officer) we were 
fortunate in having three members of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr. T. Coulter, Mr. C. K. Chillcott and Mr. C. W. H. 
Morton.

Future activities include a debate with the Sixth Form on 20th Jan
uary and a talk on the General Certificate of Education by Mr. A. W. 
Stokes, Secretary of the Oxford Locals Examination on 25th February.

We were unable to obtain theatre tickets for the Stratford Outing for 
May 9th, but we have obtained them for May 16th. The play is 
Richard III,  and we look forward with interest to this second visit to 
the Memorial Theatre.

R.McC.
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OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
1. NEWS OF OLD BOYS

R. P. Houghton (’38-’44): present captain and former secretary of 
the Old Boys’ R.F.C. became the proud father of a daughter, Fay 
Taylor Houghton, on July 5th, 1952. Congratulations to Joy and 
Bob !

A. Webster (’36-’40): whose athletic achievements are so well 
known, and who was Great Britain’s representative at Helsinki in the 
800 metres, was presented with a son, Nicholas, on August 14th, 1952. 
Will Nicholas be the exception and “run before he can walk” ?

J. Northfield (’37-’42): won the Long Jump event at the County 
A.A.A. Championships in June, 1952.

W. H. M. Bailey (’30-’36): is becoming well known on the stage 
and in films and is professionally known as Robin Bailey; he appeared 
recently in the film The Gift Horse. “Bill” is certainly the only Old 
Boy that I know of who is a film star.

K. Barlow (’33-’38): Congratulations on his marriage to Miss Betty 
Elmore at St. Jude’s, Mapperley, on September 18th, 1952.

T. Holloway (’40-’47): was appointed adjutant at the Royal 
Leicestershire Regimental Depot, Glen Parva Barracks, South Wigston, 
Leicestershire in October, 1952.

M. J. Dean (’43-’50): has been awarded an N.C.B. Scholarship in 
Mining Engineering tenable at Birmingham University.

D. H. Lindley (’34-’42): Congratulations on his marriage to Miss 
Alma Creamer of Eastwood in September, 1952.

B. M. Jukes (’44-’51): is attending the School of Agriculture, Sutton 
Bonington.

G. A. Taylor (’31-’36): is a member of the teaching profession, and 
after five years in Bedford, has returned to Nottingham to fill a post at 
the Walter Halls Schools.

W. A. Eason (’32-’37): is in Electronics at the English Electric 
Company, Stafford.

W. E. Eason (’31-’36): elder brother of “W.A.” conducts his own 
business of making transfers in Nottingham.

L. F. T. Orchard (’31-’38): a former stalwart of the Old Boys’ 
R.F.C. and member of the City Police, has now emigrated to New 
Zealand.

J. R. Green (’29-’32): a former secretary of the Association, has 
been ‘located’, by the Old Boys at any rate. Jack writes . . . .  “that 
he finds it a puzzling task to'explain how he wandered from N.A.L.G.O. 
to farming (his present calling) except to say that seven years of Army 
life probably made him restless.”
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2 . LETTERS FROM OLD BOYS
Although no one has followed the lead of D. M. Cunnington 

(’36-’40), who in the last issue of the Centaur, gave a colourful account 
of his life since leaving the School, there has been one interesting letter 
from an Old Boy.

On New Year’s Day I received by post a rather gaudy envelope, 
very pale blue, edged with red, white and blue stripes; a closer scrutiny 
revealed it to be an air mail envelope issued to or purchased by a 
member of the Royal Navy. But more followed; on the portion of the 
envelope where in the war years the words “On Active Service” 
appeared, on this envelope were the words, “H.M. Ships in Korean 
Waters” . Korea !—that trouble spot so much in the news nowadays !

The envelope and the letter therein were from L.S.M. Lound, J., 
who was at the school from ’41 to ’46 and had forwarded his subs 
for 1953, and the letter was written on Christmas Day.

I was greatly impressed and touched by this brief letter. What 
loyalty to the Association ! Here is an Old Boy, who, by the way, 
doesn’t even live in Nottingham, and at present is serving at the other 
side of the world, yet who finds time on Christmas Day to forward his 
subscription; what an example to us all ! Wherever you be, J. Lound, 
when you receive this issue of the Centaur, may I wish you “good luck” 
and “safe keeping” .

3. BADMINTON CLUB
The Badminton Club has started again this winter and meets every 

Monday evening in the School Gymnasium.
At present only a few “ loyals” are taking advantage of Badminton 

facilities that numerous people would give their “ears” to have access 
to.

However, should you wish to play or to learn how to play, come along 
to the Gym. any Monday evening about 7.30 p.m.; remember, lady 
friends are welcome too !

If Monday is inconvenient, then write to
M. Kemp, 16, Caledon Road, Sherwood 

who will be only too pleased to arrange for play to take place on a more 
suitable evening.

4. DANCES
Two dances were organised by the Association and held at the 

School in October and December.
The October Dance was a quiet affair and very poorly attended, 

probably owing to the fact that many other activities were taking place 
on the same evening.

However, the Christmas Dance was a resounding success with 
everyone really “warming-up” for Christmas; and here may I offer
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my thanks to the Old Boys, the Scholars and to Miss Allcock who so 
kindly helped in the sale of tickets.

5. THE OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
The Association continues its struggle to exist on limited funds and 

with limited outlets for its activities; its very existence relies entirely 
on Old Boys, from their subscriptions or their support at the various 
social functions.

Some Old Boys, as the time they were at the School grows more 
distant, resent paying the necessary subscription to the Association 
and some even question the need for its existence.

May I point out that one of the objects of the Association is “to 
encourage friendship between Old Boys and to strengthen the bond 
that unites them to the School and to one another” .

Don’t wait to be reminded that your subscriptions are due; remember 
J. Lound who forwarded his subscription for 1953 on Christmas Day 
from Korea.

Subscriptions should be forwarded to the Hon. Treasurer 
P. J. Ebling, 34, Hazel Grove, Mapperley, Nottingham.

6. MAGAZINE REPRESENTATIVE
Probably on reading the foregoing notes you are indignant at the 

omission of news of your friend’s marriage, of your own achievement 
at the university, or of some other item of news concerning an Old 
Boy—please do not blame the magazine representative.

As the holder of that worthy title, I must confess that I do not know 
every Old Boy personally, in fact very few; thus many items of news 
concerning Old Boys escape me, but they may not escape you. So 
once again I appeal to all; I would welcome and be really grateful for 
any item of news for publication in the Centaur.

Send a letter, postcard or ’phone the news to the following address 
H. K. Butler, “Allington” , Westdale Crescent, Carlton, 

Nottingham. Tel. 57317
I’m still hoping someone will follow the lead of D. M. Cunnington 

(’36-’40), and send in for publication a brief outline of their life since 
leaving school, a feature which I ’m sure would be both interesting and 
amusing once properly started—does modesty stay your hand ?

H.K.B.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
WHEN SAILORS FLY............

With rolling gait six nondescript sailors in parachute harness, the 
flower (!) of the Naval Section of the School C.C.F. Contingent, crossed 
the windswept tarmac of a Scottish naval air station. Not without
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trepidation did they climb into the yellow monster which reared up in 
front of them, for most of them had never before been airborne. In 
a few fleeting moments they gained their seats, entangled themselves 
hopelessly but securely with their safety belts and were pessimistically 
handed brown, waxed paper bags.

The plane taxied round to the check point where it paused momen
tarily like a tiger about to spring, and then hurled itself with a roar 
down the runway. Smoothly the Dominie slid into the air, waggled 
its wings, and rose with its amphibian cargo in a great leap to clear the 
hill just beyond the airstrip. The suffering boys inside soon knew what 
the paper bags were for, but it says much for their willpower that they 
were not called into use. Far below them, Fife, and the Firth of Forth 
(Ah, what puns were made on those words !), and its great bridge like 
the web of some gargantuan spider, slipped slowly behind, and the 
noble city of Edinburgh, with its suburbs neatly laid out like huge 
flower beds, appeared beneath them. Here was seen a rugby pitch, 
with its posts like miniature television aerials and thirty little black 
dots easily distinguishable, and there a toy tram rolled along a narrow 
grey ribbon. Over the Castle and Prince’s Street, above the Sir 
Walter Scott Memorial and a many-tracked railway station swooped 
the roaring bird and then it turned out once more in a wide circle over 
the Forth, and, a brief half-hour after setting out, the plane was once 
more headed towards its home at Donibristle.

There only remained the spine-chilling minute while the frail metal 
structure roared toward the hard unwelcoming tarmac; then with 
scarcely a tremor the plane touched gently down, and soon, relievedly 
yet regretfully, the six sailors climbed out again on to Mother Earth.

D.G.W. (V I U.Sc.)

THE SCHOOL PLAY
There are fairies in the play at Henry Mellish,
They’re very sweet and very charming too,
But they eat a good school dinner and enjoy it,
Or they’d never play at rugger as they do.

They flit about like airy, fairy creatures,
Their voices are as sweet as any bird,
But the thing that really troubles Mr. B-n 
Is, they’re really awful boys, so it’s absurd !

G.M. (l la )

BY THE RIVER
He stands beside the swiftly flowing river 
Enraptured,
And thinks that he’s been standing there forever, 
Recaptured
By the inexplicable joy flooding his being.
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The autumn night has settled crisp and bright,
Invigorating.
No sounds arise, no clamour can disturb the quiet.
Contemplating,
He stands entombed in the heavy silence, not seeing,

Subconsciously affected by strong forces
All around—
The rippling stream, the movements in the rushes—
Sounds which surround,
From which this modern world seems always fleeing.

In this present age of soul-enstifling science,
Leaderless,
The mind of man lies cold as iron,
Stiff, voiceless,
A mutilated corpse still slowly bleeding.

And yet he knows all is not irrevocably lost.
In this place
He is assured the eternal Spirit doth exist,
Since he can taste
Of Joy, of Beauty, with this Spirit interceding.

J.F.M.M. (V I U.A.)

BIRDS OF NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
Nottinghamshire, favourably placed in the centre of the British 

Isles, harbours a great variety of bird life in spite of recent industrial 
development of the country; in fact this development finds reflection 
in departure of some birds and arrival of others. When the country 
was mainly wood and moorland, the Stone Curlew, which used to nest 
on the sandstone ridge in the centre of the county, departed, as did the 
Red and Black Grouse, now only to be found in the northern parts of 
England. On the other hand, the Carrion Crow, which, early in this 
century, was hardly ever seen here, is now a common Nottinghamshire 
bird. Nor was any other county privileged to entertain before ours 
the Tufted Duck or the Black-Winged Stilt.

B.K.
Like other British counties, ours occasionally receives visits from 

rare birds which have been blown from their normal haunts by strong 
gales. Such an occasion came my way on the last day of October, 
1952.

Two of our number engaged in bird watching near a disused, flooded, 
gravel pit were approached by two others who reported having seen a 
small, black bird with white rump feathers flying low over the gravel 
pit. Through curiosity, and not then realising our luck, we walked 
together to the pit trying to determine its identity by the slow process of 
elimination.
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We walked along the bank, binoculars in hand, searching both water 
and air, for this small, black bird. Then I noticed a black shape drop 
suddenly to the surface of the water. My binoculars flashed to my 
eyes and, before my friends had stopped, I exclaimed, “Petrel !” 
All binoculars were focused on the swift, darting form as it moved across 
the pit against the wind, trailing its legs as it picked up small fish and 
aquatic insects. The white feathers were quite distinct and a forked 
tail was soon clearly observed as the bird swerved and dived to avoid 
the threatening attacks of gulls.

A detailed description was obtained and the secretary of the local 
ornithological society identified it as being the rare “Leach’s Fork
tailed Petrel” . This bird with some hundreds of others had been 
driven inland by strong south-west winds far from its natural haunt, 
the Atlantic Ocean, never to return. Later in the week four specimens 
were picked up dead in the county—the first time for fifty-two years 
that this bird had been seen in Nottinghamshire. One of the dead 
birds is now in the Wollaton Park Museum, stuffed and on show.

R.V.N. (V.Sc.)

THE GUNSMITH’S TALE
“Are you sure it will work all right ?” the young man asked.
I nodded, “That revolver and its ammunition are in perfect con

dition.”
I was becoming annoyed. That a mere amateur should question 

my judgment outraged me: had I not one of the finest stocks of firearms 
in the country ? I placed the revolver and the six rounds he had asked 
for in a box and started to wrap them up.

“Scared of burglars ?” I asked.
He smiled and shook his head.
“ Going to hold up a bank, maybe ?” I joked. We both laughed.
“A slight difference of opinion with the wife,” he said. We were 

still laughing as he walked out.
It was then time for my afternoon drink of tea and I was just finishing 

my second cup when in he marched again. He smiled as he spoke, 
“ I hope you won’t think me too much of a nuisance, but would you 
mind taking this gun back ? I won’t be needing it any more.”

As soon as I opened the box, I smelt the cordite fumes. Breaking 
open the revolver I found only four rounds and two empty cases. I 
looked across at him and found that he was still smiling. Then I 
remembered his remark about a slight difference of opinion with his 
wife.

“ If you’ll excuse me, sir, I ’d just like to make a routine check-up 
of the barrel in the workshop,” I said.

He nodded, “Go ahead; I ’ll wait.”
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I slipped into the back shop and dialled 999 as quietly as I could. 
I was stalling for time when the policeman came. “Grab him !” I 
shouted. “He’s just murdered his wife.”

He looked amazed as he stared from the policeman to me and back 
again. When he protested his innocence, the police ’phoned his home, 
and, when his wife came ten minutes later, I was feeling very foolish. 
Luckily the policeman saw the funny side and soon we were all rocking 
with laughter as the police left, taking the man’s wife home in the 
patrol car.

I grinned sheepishly as I handed the young man his money back. 
“ I ’m really sorry about this, sir,” I said, “but your crack about the 
difference of opinion with your wife led me astray.”

He nodded understandingly, and prepared to leave. Just as he 
reached the door I spoke again, “By the way—those spent cartridges— 
what did you shoot ?”

He turned round and smiled again. “My mother-in-law !” he said.
W.D.O. (V I L.Sc.)

TELEVISION
When wand’ring through a well-known store 
I see, displayed upon the floor,
With people gazing on with awe,
A row of T.V. sets galore.
The pictures flicker on and off;
Assistants wait with muffled cough 
To get the customer’s decision 
To buy a “super” television.

Some buy the T.V. just for show:—
“It cost two hundred pounds, you know !”
Others prefer Sport on T.V.
Football, boxing, ice hockey.
Aged people benefit 
From television, for they sit 

, And gladly pass the time away.
But most of us, after our day 
Can do some Homework, and so be 
Much more content without T.V.

R.E.H. (V  A.)

THE PIG
G ru n t! G ru n t! this pink-skinned, twenty-stone beast flops on to 

the sty door, its two front trotters propped flabbily over the edge. 
Its hatchet-like jaws open sharply under a chubby snout. Thud ! 
down it goes; splashing into a bowl of soggy potato peelings; crunching 
happily at a few lumps of coal slack, with only its two leaf-like ears
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appearing above the broken bucket-top. Back its head comes, with 
bits of slack clinging around its mouth. But still crunching, it droops, 
snivelling into the corner of the sty.

R.G.U. (V  Sc.)

THE BEAUTY OF SNOW
When snow is covering every tree,
Oh what beauty one can see !
Instead of being so gaunt and black,
It almost seems that Spring is back,
Although ’tis white instead of green,
Such perfect beauty is never seen
Except when snow falls on the ground
And softness muffles every sound. D J A  (IV  a)

AUTUMN
Hedgerows see with berries laden,
And the wheatfields golden-brown;
Folk are busy on the farmland,
Russet leaves glide softly down.
Harvest moon so round and yellow',
Shining on the misty rheadow !

Fruits are ripening in the orchards;
Smell of bonfires in the air;
Soon will congregate the swallows;
Soon will come again Goose-Fair.
Harvest moon so round and yellow,
Shining on the misty meadow !

J .F . ( F 5 c.)

AN ECCENTRIC
Most eccentric people I know are learned and intelligent but an 

eccentric I know fits into neither category. He is just an ordinary 
man doing an ordinary job. If you saw him in the street mingling 
with the crowds you W'ould in all probability not notice him. He lives 
a modest life in a suburban house with his wife and children. 
Apparently on the surface just another peace-loving, law-abiding 
citizen.

Only his closest friends know him as a man of revolutionary and 
sensational ideas. Practically all these ideas centre around one sub
ject—the countryside, of which he has a deep and affectionate love as 
well as an intimate knowledge.

As may be realised by now, he is a countryman by birth and breeding 
but unavoidably forced into the town. He is in the main self-educated
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(he only had six years at school, four of which were war years). Both 
parents had died by the time he was sixteen and he was left with a 
younger sister and brother to care for. He then took up the job— 
which he has to this very day—in the town but in over thirty years of 
urban life he never lost his deep-rooted love for the country. Every 
chance he gets he is usually out in the country either cycling or walking. 
In a car—ne'ver ! His opinion is that motorists have sunk beyond 
hope of recovery.

He has a knowledge of almost every aspect of country life, be it 
farming-history, country life, wild life or any other aspect. At one 
time or another he has travelled most parts of England, Scotland and 
Wales. Neatness and tidiness are characteristic habits and many of 
his ideas incorporate this fact.

One might ask how I come to be so well informed on this man’s 
past life and his eccentricities. It is quite simple; I am his son.

D.J.L. (V  Sc.)

JUST ANOTHER GAME

The three-q’s whip it along the line,
Into the winger’s hands;
He catches cleanly and carries on 
Into the enemy’s lands.

Eight of the fierce opposition,
Giants, in readiness to clutch,
Try desperately to seize him,
As leisurely he finds his touch.

With celerity, they hurl the oval in 
Far back to the rear of the file;
Up go the forwards, out goes the ball 
To the scrum-half with cunning and wile.

He makes his ground with comparative ease,
And flicks out the ball to Brown,
Who, after swerving past three or four,
Finally touches down.

Down levers the scrum-half,
Who from the centre came
To hold the ball for the full-back’s kick
Which has surely won the game.

W.B. (IV a)
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