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Henry Mellish G. S. Rugby First XV

Back Rozv:- R. Morley (Touch Judge), F. D. Froggatt, J. P. Cleever, R. A. Jackson, D. Ripley, G. D. P. Wallen, 
I. C. Aldridge, C. R. Ball, G. W. Smith, P. Broadley, G. W. Hammerton, Mr. R. E. Kimmons.

Front Rozv:- J. F. M. May, D. M. Jackson, J. S. Robinson (Capt.), The Headmaster, C. E. Veall (V. Capt.),
M. H. Jones, P. F. Hand.
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EDITORIAL
Writers of previous editorials appear to have been presented with 

subject and inspiration by the immediate circumstances of their own 
particular years: a world war enabled them to undertake, within a 
limited space, the task of a rehabilitation and moral regeneration of 
society; some, with a perhaps less ambitious design, helped to celebrate 
the “coming of age” of the school; others either eulogised the achieve
ments of Britain’s Festival Year, wrote lengthy diatribes on the merits 
and failings of the Education System, or maintained an impartial 
standpoint when discussing the rivalry between Arts and Science 
(a subject which might well be resumed on the following pages as the 
proposed erection of a new Biology Laboratory has already provoked 
some comment from the “artists”).

Unfortunately I have no cause stoutly to defend or indignantly to 
attack. The Education System appears to have survived both a change 
of government and the introduction of a woman as Minister, and, 
moreover we are told that the present international situation, though 
tense, gives no cause for undue alarm. After all what is there but 
moribund capitalism, in a last desperate effort, producing once again 
its Fascist sympathisers, petty dictators and demagogues and the 
totalitarian states of Communist-controlled Europe continuing a 
perfectly justifiable attack on all forms of capitalist economy—even 
if the absolute state finds it as necessary as the dictatorship to suppress 
the individual ? It may therefore be seen that there is no cause 
for alarm; the dictates of authority, the regimentation of the pro
letariat (all reactionary influences) will provide the antidote to all 
poisonous ideas; and they may even make it easier to swallow the pill 
of the fatalistic doctrine that each generation is brought up to be 
annihilated in a war.

There is obviously, in this picture of modern society, little evidence 
of “despondency and madness”; we are merely experiencing a re
creation of the palaeolithic age, another period of barbarism such as 
Hesiod would have been content to call a Golden Age.

In short, we as editors have, this time, no problem to solve, no cause 
to support or denounce; all is as it should be in the best of all possible 
worlds.

Pleasant reading to you !
M.A.A.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
School Captain: J. S. Robinson
Vice-Captain: G. D. P. Wallen.
Prefects: I. C. Aldridge, T. L. Butler, G. W. Hammerton,

P. F. Hand, D. M. Jackson, M. H. H. Jones, 
R. Lester, D. L. Lynas, C. E. Veall, P. D. 
Wheeler.

Sub-Prefects: M. A. Argyle, C. R. Ball, W. S. Beasley, K. C.
A. Blasdale, D. L. Bromhead, E. J. Copley, 
P. R. Godfrey, J. W. Holt, R. A. Jackson, B. 
Juffs, A. Lee, R. A. Lomas, J. F. M. May, J. H. 
Morley, R. Morley, J. E. Peachey, C. R. Phillips, 
D. Ripley, G. E. Rodmell, B. J. Wood.

SCHOOL NOTES
At the December Oxford Local Examinations, the following boys 

gained the General Certificate of Education at the Ordinary Level:— 
Clark, D. E. (1 Subject), Crouch, I. A. S. (2), Farrand, M. (1), Jack- 
son, J. B. (1), Jackson, R. A. (1), Pollitt, R. G. (1), Preston, P. R. (1), 
Smith, G. W. (1).

We warmly congratulate J. S. Robinson, School Captain, on his 
Open Scholarship Award at Brasenose College, Oxford, and on his 
further success of a Miners’ Welfare Scholarship—only the third such 
success in the history of the school.

Congratulations also to D. J. Kitchen (V Arts) on gaining the First 
Prize in the French Essay Competition (Under 16 Class) of the 
Modern Languages Association, Notts, and Derby Branch.
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The following successes of Old Boys appear in the recent list of 
Nottingham University Examination Awards:—Ph.D. (Theology)— 
Rev. R. S. Foster, B.D.; Ph.D. (Chemistry)—C. P. Conduit, B.Sc.; 
M.Ed.—P. A. Gardiner, B.A.; B.A. (Hons. English)— I. E. Dring; 
B.A. (Hons. History with Geography)—J. E. G. Etches; B.Sc. (Hons. 
Maths.)—H. A. Barker; B.Sc. (Hons. Botany)—M. G. R. Hart.

Rugby Colours for the season 1951-2 were awarded to J. S. 
Robinson, C. E. Veall, M. H. Jones, M. F. Jackson and G. D. P. 
Wallen (re-awards) and to P. F. Hand and D. M. Jackson.

Robinson, Wallen, Jones, Veall and Jackson, D. M., were in the 
County Grammar Schools XV chosen to play against Mr. P. Birkin’s 
XV in the Christmas Holidays.

An outing to Stratford-upon-Avon, was organised for 26th March, 
when thirty-five of the Sixth Form and Staff enjoyed The Tempest 
(with Sir Ralph Richardson and Margaret Leighton) at the Shakespeare 
Memorial Theatre.

The Easter Term ended with the usual presentation of plays in the 
School Hall—this year by Forms lib, IVb and IVa Sc.

Each Tuesday a Model Aeroplane Club holds meetings either in 
school or on the field, making and flying models; on Family Day 
members gave demonstrations, in the Physics Laboratory and on the 
playing field, of the club’s activities.

Mr. S. Buxcey, among other things a County Instructor in 
Mountaineering, took eight boys one week-end in May to Rowland Cote 
Hostel from which they explored the mountainous Edale district.

There have been three school visits to the Playhouse since January 
and different Forms have seen Macbeth, Murder in the Cathedral 
and She Stoops to Conquer.

The Distribution of Prizes for the year 1951-2 was held on June 
12th. Dr. S. Holgate, M.A., Ph.D., a pupil of the school from 1929 
to 1937, and now Secretary to the Durham Colleges of Durham 
University, presented the prizes.

We have to record the retirement on medical advice of Mr. J. E. 
Wilson, caretaker of the school since its opening in 1929, and the 
appointment of his assistant-caretaker, Mr. W. Doleman, in his place. 
We wish Mr. Wilson a long and happy retirement.

We had occasion in the last issue of The Centaur to refer to the 
generosity of Mr. J. F. Fox (1938-43). The Photographic Society 
now has great pleasure in acknowledging from him the handsome 
gift of £50.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, McCandless, Goodall, Marshall, Smith, Butler and M. A. 
Argyle.
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We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines and 
apologise for possible omissions:—Cestrefeldian, Elizabethan, The 
Gong, Granthamian, Lion Rampant, The Mitre, Mundella Magazine, 
Newtonian, The Nottinghamian, The West Bridgfordian, The Magazine 
of the Royal College, Ceylon.

AVETE
I  A Cowlishaw, D. IB  Bignall, K.
IIB  Fletcher, G. R. IIIA  Firth, C. J. K.
IIIB  Hooley, G. C., Scattergood, P. J., Bee A. W.
VSc. Johnson, B. S.

VALETE
IB  Cooke, A. R. IC  Smedley, M. F.
IIIA  White, J. R. IIIB  Hughes, P. T.
IV C  Marshall, R. S.
VC Elton, R. R., Glover, T. W., Hodgkinson, J. H., Sherwood,

R. P., Sibley, D. J. VILA Clark, D. E., Davenport, B.
VIL. Sc. Wainwright, K. W. VIU. Sc. Jackson, M. F., Perry, G. W.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL
Last season was altogether a very successful one as far as the First XV 

were concerned; out of the fourteen matches played twelve were won 
and only one lost to a school side. The final tally in points was 230 
for, 72 against.

As in recent years, the strength of the school team has been in the 
backs. The three-quarter line, which had been almost the same for 
three seasons, must have intimidated many of its less experienced 
opponents. Somehow the forwards, though potentially a very capable 
pack, very rarely came up to expectations, although in fairness one must 
say that they improved every match, until in the last two matches they 
had become a really workmanlike pack.

The unbalanced construction of the team is emphasised by the fact 
that out of the five representatives in the Notts. Public Schools’ 
Matches only one was a forward. J.S.R.

Dec. 8th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Lost 6-0
After a try in the first few minutes, this match developed into a very tight 

struggle in which heavy rain made handling difficult. Any attempts at attack 
by our opponents were quickly repelled by the strong tackling o f the School. 
However it was not until the closing stages that the result was made safe with a 
try by M. H. Jones after a good bout o f forward play.

Jan. 12th v Newark Magnus School (Home) Won 22-0
This was a very scrappy match. We were very conscious of the absence of 

D. M. Jackson at fly-half; he was injured in the match against Derbyshire the 
previous day.

Feb. 23rd v Cotton College ‘A’ (Away) Won 29-0
After a quiet first-half, the school developed a machine-like precision and 

scored 26 of their points in the second-half. The basis o f this spate of scoring 
was the quick heeling of the forwards both in the set and the loose scrummages.

Mar. 8th v West Bridgford G.S. (Away) Won 23-11
Again it was the second-half burst of scoring by the school which decided 

the issue of what looked like developing into a very close struggle in the early 
stages.

Here we might mention the hooking of R. Morley who was usually more 
prominent for his commendable service on the touch-line.
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S econd  XV 
Jan. 12th v Newark Magnus (Home)
Jan. 23rd v Southwell Minster (Away)

Won 18-3 
Lost 3-14

Under 15 
Dec. 8th v West Bridgford (Home)
Dec. 15th v High Pavement (Away)

Lost 0-14 
Won 23-3

Under 14 
Dec. 8th v West Bridgford (Away)
Dec. 15th v High Pavement (Away)
Jan. 12th v Newark Magnus (Away)
Jan. 23rd v Southwell Minster (Away)

Lost 0-6 
Won 21-3 
Lost 6-8 
Lost 6-8

CRICKET RESULTS
First XI.

May 10th v Newark Magnus School {Home) Cancelled
May 17th v High Pavement School {Home) Won by 9 wkts.

High Pavement 54.
School 55 for 1 wkt. (Jackson 26 n.o.)
The steady bowling of the School attack was mainly responsible for our 

opponents’ low score. We were, however, aided by bad running; no fewer than 
three of the first six batsmen were run out.

After losing one wicket for fourteen runs, a good stand by Hammerton 
and Jackson brought us an easy victory.
May 24th v West Bridgford G.S. {Home) Drawn

West Bridgford 83 (Aldridge 3 for 18, Wheeler 3 for 21).
School 48 for 3 zvkts.
After slow scoring by West Bridgford the School had insufficient time to 

knock off the required runs, on account of the very slow outfield.
June 7th v Derby School {Away) Cancelled
June 11th ®  Loughborough G.S. {Away) Won by 6 wkts.

Loughborough Grammar School 59 (Wheeler 3 for 9, Robinson 3 for 3). 
School 60 for 4 wkts (Robinson 34).
After a steady start, Loughborough lost their last seven wickets for only 

14 runs. Wheeler’s contribution was outstanding in that he bowled ten overs, 
seven of them maidens.

On a very good wicket the School had no difficulty in scoring the runs.
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June 21st © Nottingham University ‘B’ (Home) Cancelled
June 28th © Parents’ XI (Home) Lost by 5 wkts.

School 111 (Hammerton 32, Wheeler 25).
Parents 112 for 5 wkts. (Aldridge 3 for 31).
Against steady bowling only Hammerton and Wheeler shaped really well. 

The match however developed into a fine struggle, the Parents getting the win
ning runs in the last over.
July 5th © Nottingham High School (Away) Drawn

School 129 (Hammerton 62, Shaw 25).
Nottingham High School 82 for 9 wkts. (Aldridge 4 for 16).
After three wickets were down for one run a fine stand o f 72 by Hammerton 

and Shaw, aided by a very game ‘tail’, brought the School a respectable total. 
Hammerton’s innings included nine boundaries.

Good bowling by Aldridge, ably assisted by Smith and Wheeler, gave the 
High School little chance for scoring shots.

Second X I
May 21st © Southwell Minster School (Away)

Southwell 87 for 8.
School 19.

May 24th © West Bridgford G.S. (Away)
School 82 for 4 (dec.).
West Bridgford 34 for 5.

May 28th © High Pavement School (Home)
High Pavement 86.
School 43.

June 7th © Derby School (Away)
Derby 25 
School 73.

June 10th © Trent College (Home)
Trent 38 for 2.
School 103 for 4.

June 11th © Loughborough G. S. (Home)
Loughborough 52.
School 53 for 7.

June 25th © High Pavement School (Away)
High Pavement 92 for 6.
School 90.

July 9th © Southwell Minster School (Home)
Southwell 87.
School 39 for 9.

Colts XI 
Under 14

May 17th © Nottingham High School
School 15.
Nottingham High School 17 for 6.

May 21st © High Pavement School
School 61 for 7.
High Pavement 29 for 6.

Lost by 68 runs 

Drawn 

Lost by 43 runs 

Won by 48 runs 

Drawn 

Won by 3 wkts. 

Lost by 4 wkts.

Drawn

Lost by 4 wkts.

Drawn
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May 24th v West Bridgford G.S.
School 89 for 6
West Bridgford Grammar School SO for 8.

Drawn

June 21st » Nottingham High School 
Nottingham High School 47.
School 49 for 5.

Won by 5 wkts.

C o l t s  XI 
Under 15

June 10th v Trent College 
School 106 for 7.
Trent College 85 for 8

Drawn

June 11th v Loughborough G.S.
School 98 for 6.
Loughborough 65 for 8.

Drawn

ATHLETICS
This year has provided a packed programme for the school athletes. 

The school relay team has appeared three times, running second once 
and third on other occasions; on each occasion they met strong op
position from the High Pavement G.S. and Nottingham High School. 
Every race was hard fought, a record being broken on each occasion, 
so that those who came in last were not disgraced. The team this year 
was:—

I. C. Aldridge, M. H. Jones, G. D. P. Wallen, P. F. Hand. Reserves:- 
R. Phillips, D. J. Hardwick, H. Hardy.

Two County School A.A.A. meetings have been held, at which the 
school had a number of entries, at the South Notts. A.A. sports a num
ber of juniors qualified for the County Sports at Mansfield when the 
school obtained twelve First, three Second and five Third places and 
broke three County records. As a result nine boys have been chosen 
to represent Notts. Schools in the National S.A.A. Championships 
to be held at Bradford. They are:

Junior:—-J. R. Rawding—Discus. Youths:—G. W. Smith—Discus, 
K. Brownhill— 100 yards, P. F. Hand—Long Jump, D. Hardwick—- 
880 yards. Senior:—C. R. Ball—Discus, G. D. P. Wallen—Shot, 
C. E. Veall—High Jump and I. C. Aldridge—220 yards.

Three boys are competing at the Midland Counties A.A.A. Junior 
Championships at Bedford and a large number in the Notts. A.A.A. 
Junior Championships.

The School Sports Day is on 17th July and the results will appear 
in the next magazine.

G.D.P.W.
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ROWING
After the unspectacular show put up by the First crew in the Schools 

Division of the Head of the Trent races and on the following Saturday 
it was decided that in order to have a chance of successfully defending 
the Spenser Cup a change in the crew was needed. The captain R. A. 
Lomas moved from stroking the Second crew to stroke of the First 
crew; so that the first two crews at the time of writing are:

First Crew Second Crew
Bow B. B. Hutchinson M. G. Horey
2 B. J. Wood P. A. Stott
3 E. M. Loy A. H. Dabbs
Stroke R. A. Lomas G. P. Pells
Cox C. G. Rowland S. Clark

The immediate effect of this is to enable the First crew to row in 
Junior events and the Second crew thus becomes the First Maiden 
Crew.

On Whit-Monday the First crew, at Evesham Regatta lost in the 
first round of the Junior Fours to Neptune R.C. by six feet. At 
Newark Regatta on the following Saturday the Second crew were 
entered for the Maiden Fours and beat R.A.F. Cranwell, Leicester, 
in the first heat by a canvas and lost to Nottingham Britannia R.C. by 
two lengths in the next round. The First crew in the Junior Fours 
event lost to the eventual winners, Leicester R.C. by half a length.

SWIMMING
The Annual School Swimming Sports were held at the end of 

the Easter Term in the Northern Baths, the results being as follows:—• 
Senior

Junior

Green 1 . 107 pts.
Red 2 . 92i f f

Yellow 3 . 781 f f

Blue 4 . 73 >>

Red 1 . 59 pts.
Blue 2 . 5 7 i f f

Yellow 3 . 52 f f

Green 4 . 501 yy

Jun ior  
Free Style 
Breast 
Dive
Medley Relay
Back
Relay

SW IMM ING RESULTS
First Second

Burchell (G) Calcroft (R)
Wilson (R) Pollard (G)
Calcroft (R) Lloyd (B) and
Green (1) Yellow (2) Blue (3) 
Elliott (G) Milnes (B)
Green (1) Red (2) Blue (3)

Third 
Hemment (Y) 
W ood (Y)
Elliot (G) (2 =) 

Red (4) 
Howard (Y) 
Yellow (4)

/
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M iddle First Second Third
Free Style Lack (G) Hardy (R) Burton (B)
Plunge Lack (G) Hardy (R) Rawding (Y)
Breast Hatcher (G) Thompson (R) Shaw (Y)
Medley Relay Green (1) Blue (2) Red and Yellow (3 =)
Dive Greaves (G) Flowers (Y) Burton (B)
Back Greaves (G) Shaw (Y) Palmer (B)
Relay Green (1) Red (2) Blue (3) Yellow (4)
S en ior First Second Third
Free Style Storer (G) Jones(R) Morris (Y)
Breast Veall (R) Brownhill (G) Sleaford (Y)
Plunge Reddish (B) Pells (Y) Lomas (R)
Medley Relay Red (1) Green (2) Blue (3) Yellow (4)
Back Lee (R) Reddish (B) Cotes (Y)
Dive Kitchen (R) Morris (Y) Greasley (G)
Relay Red (1) Green (2) Blue (3) Yellow (4)

C.C.F. NOTES
ARMY SECTION

Although we are still without an officer in charge of the Section, 
training goes on apace. Regular visits have been made to the Drill 
Hall, Bulwell and we are most grateful for the instruction received. 
It has been both interesting and highly informative. In spite of the hope 
expressed in the Spring Edition of The Centaur, the Section is to pro
ceed again to Fylingdales Moor for Annual Training. This year the 
period is from July 17th-24th. At this point we must record our 
gratitude to the Commanding Officer of the Chesterfield Grammar 
School C.C.F. Contingent who has undertaken the role of Command
ing Officer of our Section and his own.

Training of the Basic Section has gone well in the past year. The 
marching particularly has shown considerable improvement. The 
standard is quite high and we are hoping for a good percentage of passes 
in the next Certificate ‘A’ Examinations.

R.A.F. SECTION
The much-advertised and long-awaited Sailplane has at last been 

received—but not for flying yet. It is hoped however that the 
Certificate of Airworthiness will soon be granted and that full training 
will begin next term.

Examination results have again been very good and include ten 
successful candidates out of twelve in ‘Proficiency’ and 100 per cent, 
successes in the Advanced Certificate Examination.

Congratulations are due to F/Sgt. M. Farrand and Sgt. P. Godfrey 
who were awarded Flying Scholarships and who have now nearly 
completed their training for the Civil A Licence. We are pleased to 
record that D. McIntyre, who left the Section last year, has been 
selected to represent the R.A.F. College, Cranwell at Bisley in only his 
second term there.

\
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This year’s Summer Camp is to be held at Hullavington, Wiltshire 
and we earnestly hope it will be blessed with good weather.

R.N. SECTION
This year Cadets have had increased opportunities to acquire 

practical experience, as a result, largely, of visits to T.S. Orion, H.Q. 
of the Nottingham Sea Cadets, to whom we are most grateful.

More practical experience has been gained in visits to H.M.S- 
Galatea, H.Q. of Humber Division, R.N.V.R. The first visit in 
February was so successful that the Section went again in July and 
took part in a whaler race against Hull Sea Cadets. On both these 
occasions the officers and staff of H.M.S. Galatea went to great trouble 
to ensure that full benefit was obtained from the visit. This care was 
fully appreciated by all.

Annual sea training again took place at Portland and eight days were 
spent on board H.M.S. Implacable. King’s College School, Wimbledon 
defeated us in a cutter race but this was partly avenged when their 
soccer team was forced to a draw.

During the summer holiday some Cadets will attend special courses 
at Portsmouth and Lee-on-Solent.

At the end of the Spring term we lost the services of M. F. Jackson 
who has followed J. W. Perry to Dartmouth. The Section extend 
their good wishes for continued success.

The Section has now taken over its new quarters in a hut on the 
school field and it is expected that this will lead to greater efficiency.

THE SCOUT TROOP
We must first congratulate the Troop Leader, D. A. Noon, and 

Second (S) M. Tagg on passing all the many requirements of the 
Queen’s Scout Badge. These are the first to gain the royal badge in 
this Troop for many years, but we hope shortly to have several others 
following suit.

One of our sources of income, this year and last, has been the collec
tion and sale of waste paper, but we have recently been unable to dis
pose of our collections at a reasonable price, so until the situation 
improves we have suspended collection. In order to raise funds, there
fore, we shall very likely hold a whist drive and dance some time in 
the autumn.

A few of our Seniors camped at Gedling in “an erection” for a 
few days of the Easter holidays, and report that they had an enjoyable 
but draughty time; and at Easter a few Scouts spent a couple of nights 
with tents at Tollerton.
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A Troop camp was held at Gedling at Whitsuntide. A vixen was 
caught by accident (we had expected a rabbit), and proved a great 
source of interest. Many and varied were the suggestions of what on 
earth to do with it.

Two of the Troop were members of the cast of the immensely suc
cessful second Nottingham Gang Show, at the People’s Theatre in 
May, several others acting as stewards and ushers. The next Gang 
Show is likely to be a year this December, at the Theatre Royal, and 
we hope more of the Sixth will then be able to take part.

Camp this summer will, we anticipate, again be at Bolton Abbey, 
and a Visitors’ Day will in all probability be arranged.

K.F.I.

THE PRIZE DISTRIBUTION, 1952
In the afternoon of Thursday, June 12th, 1952, the school hall was 

the scene of the Prize Distribution for the School Year, 1950-51. 
For the first time in the school’s history, the prizes were distributed 
by an old boy, Dr. S. Holgate, Ph.D. (1929-37), who is now Secretary 
to the Durham Colleges. The Chairman of the Governors, Aid. L. 
W. A. White, presided.

After a bouquet had been presented to Mrs. Holgate, the proceedings 
began with the singing of Blake’s “England ! Awake !” by the school 
and the formal welcome by the chairman to all parents and friends.

The Headmaster’s report, which, according to Aid. White, “seems 
to be shorter each year,” was again very informative. He spoke of 
the introduction of the General Certificate of Education and the school’s 
changeover from the London to the Oxford University examination. 
At the ordinary level no boy had failed in all subjects and at the ad
vanced level there had not been a failure in any subject. On the results 
of the examinations, the school had gained fourteen University scholar
ships, including the State Scholarship of G. Eggleshaw. More re
cently, J. S. Robinson had gained an Open Scholarship to Oxford 
University and a Miners Welfare Scholarship. The Headmaster 
spoke most optimistically (“hope springs eternal, even in the Head
master’s breast”) of the building of a new Biology Laboratory and 
voiced a hope that the grand-children of the present pupils, at least, 
would be able to do their Biology there.

After the singing of a chorale, “Wake ! O Wake !” by Bach, and 
Stanford’s “Heraclitus” by the school choir, Dr. Holgate distributed the 
prizes. In his address which followed, he said that he had no idea 
why he should have been asked to be the school’s guest. He was not 
an eminent silver-headed old gentleman who could give wise counsel; 
he was not rich enough to be able to endow a scholarship and he had 
not the persuasive powers to cajole a holiday from the governors.
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However, despite his supposed unworthiness, he interested everyone 
with an amusing account of the school’s earliest days. His advice to 
boys was to make their careers balanced—to make the school itself 
their model and enter enthusiastically into both the scholastic and 
sporting activities of the school.

The head prefect ably proposed a vote of thanks and the National 
Anthem brought the proceedings to a close. Parents were then able 
to visit displays in the Labs., the Art Room, the Library, the Workshops 
and Kitchen.

P.F.E. (VI L.A.)

SPRING TERM PLAYS
(1) THE INV ISIBLE DUKE

This play, by F. Sladen-Smith, was skilfully performed at the end 
of the Spring Term by members of Form IVa (Sci.)—even if under 
somewhat primitive conditions (no curtains and little scenery) although 
what scenery there was looked very realistic; it consisted of “flats” 
painted most ably by D. Johnson, J. T. King and P. Leggetter to 
represent a mediaeval astrologer’s laboratory, a cavern cut from the 
living rock. Properties consisted of bottles of lizards’ entrails, eggs 
cursed by cardinals, snowflakes, rods from the ring of Saturn, etc., all 
easily obtained by IV Science. One “masterpiece” was the large (?) 
chest in which the pompous Duke, well portrayed by P. Smith, had to 
hide for about half the play (he has since been a keen sympathiser with 
all sardines !).

The part of the astrologer was gleefully and dodderingly portrayed, 
“with holy craftiness”, by M. R. Pokorny who struck the right 
farcical note at the start, and he was ably assisted by W. G. Cheney and 
W. Hastings, the “boys” who modelled his images, etc. B. J. Arthur 
acted the haughty fop perfectly, as did J. Flowers the lovely and 
enchanting Lady Emilia—never mind what the duke said ! The 
love-scene was reminiscent of a Charles Boyer film.

Rehearsals and the two performances (it was repeated on Family 
Day) have been most enjoyable.

J.P., C.S., P.S. (IVa Sc.)
(2) HARRY MONMOUTH OF THE UPPER FOURTH

For the Easter plays this year, Form IVB presented a shortened 
version of Shakespeare’s Henry IV, Part I and as we started our per
formance, was the atmosphere in the hall one of hostility, nearing on 
the verge of boredom ? ! Anyway, as the play got under way the 
atmosphere changed to one of lively interest, due, not only to 
Shakespeare’s genius, but also to the budding actors of IVB !

The young lovers, Mortimer and Miss Glendower (who incidentally 
cannot understand each other: “I understand thy looks and thy kisses,
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but I will never be a truant, love, till I have learnt thy language.”) 
were admirably played by B. Smith and G. D. Fryer. The mature 
lovers, Hotspur and his wife (“In faith, I’ll break your little finger, 
that I will”) were ably acted by A. E. Ashman and M. A. Roberts. 
M. T. Buxton caused much amusement when he appeared, because 
with the help of padding he had been transformed into a “huge hill 
of flesh, larding the lean earth as he walks along,” while Poins, a “spiv” 
who accompanied the Prince on his various jaunts, was faultlessly 
played by H. Hardy. The rebels:—Northumberland, Worcester, 
Glendower, Douglas (B. R. A. Pearson, J. R. Twells, R. Burton, R. M. 
Greaves) matched their wits against the king (P. J. Buckland) and his 
followers (M. G. Savage, J. M. N. Thompson, J. F. Brown) but 
finally lost in a thrilling stage battle.

The ‘grand finale’ was a sword fight between the two leaders and 
rivals:—the prince (J. J. Pritchard) and Hotspur. Everybody acted 
wonderfully and the play went off without a hitch—except when 
I got my hand cut in the sword fight from a badly directed ‘point’ 
from young Harry Monmouth !

A.E.A .(IVB)
(3) THE MAN WHO THOUGHT FOR H IM SELF  
In the totalitarian and Fascist countries today, law courts are 

almost identical with that of the play The Man Who Thought for 
Himself acted by Form 2b at the end of the Easter Term.

Parts of the play were amusing in their absurdity, but the irony was 
so grave that it would not be perceived if acted in front of a modern 
totalitarian audience.

On the whole, the play was acted and received very well. “Com
parison” was the key to the success of the play. The prisoner was 
charged with thinking for himself, for the rules of that land regarded 
such thinking as a crime punishable by death; the part of the prisoner 
was played by L. Wood.

The Imp of Truth who was played by G. Hughes was supposed to 
be visible to the prisoner only, so that his actions and speeches mystified 
the rest of the actors, and enabled the author to make his points 
strongly.

The part of the expeditious judge was taken by M. Parkes who acted 
excellently, considering the number of lines he had to learn.

The Public Prosecutor, played by J. A. Holloway, also had a large 
number of lines to learn, but he remembered and acted them very well.

T. P. Turner had the part of the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine 
and he did amazingly well in the part of an old man.

The Clerk of the Court, the jury, the Gestapo policemen, and the 
machine-gunner were played by other members of the form. Non
acting members were responsible for decor and stage-management.

J.A.T.H. and T.P.T. (IIB)
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WEEK-END AT EDALE
Our party of eight Third Formers, having spent the night of Friday, 

May 2nd, at Rowland Cote Youth Hostel, set out next morning to 
explore the district. We followed a minor tributary of the Noe up 
the bilberry-clad slopes at the Kinder plateau and by means of Mr. 
Buxcey’s compass and Wilson’s adept map-reading found our way 
through thick mist to Blackdean Edge. This was followed for some 
time before we struck over to the Snake Inn, reached only after 
scrambling up and down a few steep-sided ravines. Then we traversed 
more hill-tops over to the River Alport where three miles of Boulder
hopping lay before us (broken by an interval for lunch at one of the 
two large waterfalls down which we climbed). Very tired, we pressed 
on until the easy walk back to the hostel by the Roman Road and 
Jagger’s Clough was successfully completed.

At the hostel, we prepared and ate a big feed after which we laid 
booby-traps for Mr. Buxcey, filled his sleeping bag with feathers and 
went to sleep. Next morning we were dished out with the most 
back-breaking of hostel duties !

On Sunday morning we walked up Grindsbrook on to the plateau, 
where we used a compass to cross about two miles of peat-bog to the 
River Kinder and the Downfall where the River Kinder drops from 
the plateau into a hundred-foot gorge. We then retraced our steps, 
2,000 feet up in the clouds, back to Edale station and the train home.

School on Monday found us all grinning at our “slave-driver” and 
saying what a superb weekend it had been for only 8/3M. each.

T.D'.S. and C.A.H.

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
On the bright but cold morning of March 26th, a bus-load of 

fortunate sixth formers left school for Stratford-upon-Avon, and after 
an uneventful journey, arrived at 11.30 a.m. All the party availed 
themselves of the three hours before the show to stroll around Stratford 
and absorb the rustic, peaceful beauty of the town and its surroundings. 
One can well imagine the intense pride which the inhabitants take in 
preserving this living tribute to the memory of our greatest playwright. 
The lovely old Tudor houses and inns, the small Church, and even 
the more modern buildings give the visitor a sense of humility and of 
tranquillity.

After a picnic lunch on the banks of the picturesque River Avon, 
the party made its way to the theatre, a red-brick building, already 
mellowed by time and part-hidden in surrounding trees. The ex
tremely high class production of The Tempest with Ralph Richardson 
as Prospero, and Margaret Leighton as Ariel, was enjoyed immensely 
by all the audience, although had Shakespeare been present he would
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possibly have been overawed by the elaborate scenery and full orchestra 
of which the producer made use. This was the first opportunity 
many of the school party had had of seeing a really first-class 
Shakespeare production, so that the visit was of immense educational 
value.

The hilarious and exuberant party of boys which arrived back in 
Nottingham testified to the complete success of the day’s outing.

D.M.J. (VI L.A.)

ROLLS-ROYCE EXHIBITION
After a gruelling morning spent doing the G.C.E. English Language 

paper, the Fifth Forms—and a few members of the Sixths—paid a 
welcome visit to an Exhibition at Derby, organised by Rolls-Royce.

A long marquee was packed with interesting exhibits, many of them 
working machines. Chief interest centred on the exhibits of car- 
bodies and aero-engines—a fascinating display. Stitch-welding 
attracted many sixth-formers, unspectacular though it was; the process 
consisted of passing a terrific current through metal plates at single 
points, so melting and welding them together.

Other places where a longer stay was made were the Chemicals 
Stand and the Photographic Gallery—-most interesting and stimulating 
to animated discussion.

Before leaving a light but welcome snack from paper bags and cartons 
was provided.

D.G.W. (VI L.Sc.)

C.E.W.C.
During the Christmas Holidays a series of lectures on “Human 

Rights” was given by the Council for Education in World Citizenship 
in the Central Hall, Westminster; delegates from the school branch of 
the C.E.W.C. were W. S. Beasley and R. A. Lomas..

Outstanding among the lectures was one on Racial Distinctions by 
Miss Mavis Trevelyan, University of London Adviser to Overseas 
Students; and perhaps the most interesting session was the discussion 
on Religious Freedom between a Jew (Rabbi Leslie Edgar) an 
Anglican (Canon John L. Collins) a Muslim (Mr. Ismail de Yorke) 
and a Roman Catholic (Mr. Michael Derrick). Mr. de Yorke pro
pounded the interesting theory that God shows himself to the different 
races of the world in different ways.

It was a most interesting and instructive conference and our two 
representatives benefited considerably from their attendances, as 
from their stay in London generally.

W. S. B. (VI U.A.)
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THE MELL1SH SOCIETY
President: T he Headmaster 

Chairman of the Committee: T he Head Prefect
Secretary: E. P. Bailey Treasurer: C. D. Smith

An important change was made in the constitution of The Mellish 
Society at the Annual General Meeting; it was decided that membership 
should be voluntary: this has resulted in the loss of the members whose 
interests are not catered for by the Society.

Only two meetings were planned for this term, at the request of the 
members, and the first was held when Mr. George Speaight, the Public 
Relations Officer at the Nottingham Playhouse, came to give what 
resulted in a very interesting talk on the “History and activities of 
Repertory Theatres in general and The Playhouse in Particular”.

The second meeting took the form of a film show, when we showed 
the films:—Laxton, Medieval Village—this being of local interest; and 
Redbrick—a film of the life of a student in a Provincial University. 
This latter film did not come up to expectations and had the dis
advantage of having no sound-track.

The one other activity planned for this term is a Social, a feature 
which, the Committee has decided, should become a regular event.

THE MUSIC SOCIETY
Chairman: J. F. M. May Secretary: J. H. Morley

Activities of the Music Society this term have included a visit to the 
Albert Hall to hear Handel’s “Messiah” given by the Arnold Choral 
Union in which our J. P. Wood distinguished himself.

We hope to visit Covent Garden next term, and anyone interested 
(including any of the future Sixth Form) should communicate with 
the Secretary.

Gramophone Record concerts are now held on Tuesdays and when 
our new gramophone arrives (in the near future), we look forward to 
some even more enjoyable recitals.

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
This term may well be said to be a landmark in our short history. 

Thanks to the generosity of one of our old boys, Mr. J. M. Fox, who 
has given us £50, we have fulfilled a long-awaited ambition and bought 
an enlarger. Also we have a new dark room, so many long interesting 
evenings are looked forward to in the future.

We are most grateful to Mr. Fox for making this possible. R.L.
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HOUSE NOTES
BLUE HOUSE

This year has revealed slight, though marked improvement in 
both the spirit and the achievements of the House. The Senior 
Rugby team, after losing a very closely fought game against Yellow 
House, came back to win narrowly against Green House for the 
second year running. They were unfortunate in losing a grimly 
determined match against Red House. The Juniors however have not 
scored a single point !

Though coming last in both swimming cups the House showed 
improvement on the previous year and fought all the way.

We finish the year with the athletics and cricket tournaments and 
are very optimistic regarding both. The Athletics teams are well 
balanced and in the Senior Cricket team nearly every member has been 
in a school team. The Juniors may well bring off a surprise victory !

Once again it is up to everybody to do better than he thought 
possible. With this in mind Blue House should next year be able to 
stage a revival. Best of luck, Blues!

G.D.P.W.

GREEN HOUSE
After our winning the Hurt Cup last year, the results so far this 

year have been rather disappointing. After the Senior Rugby side had 
done well in holding a very strong Red side to 19-11, it failed un
accountably against the Blues only to redeem itself against the Yellows, 
and the Junior Rugby side was too weak to beat the Yellows but 
managed to beat the Blues.

In the Swimming Sports, thanks to our middle swimmers, we 
obtained the swimming cup, but a point to note is that, although on the 
day the Juniors were placed in every event, they were last in the final 
placings owing to the fact that enough standards were not won before 
the day.

We are left with cricket and athletics. From the Juniors we expect 
great things in cricket (the Seniors are already knocked out by the 
Yellows) and a great effort is needed by all if success is to be achieved 
in athletics. R.L.

RED HOUSE
Since the last issue of the Centaur, Red House have been very success

ful; they won in (Senior) Rugby and (Senior) Swimming and in the 
parallel Junior events came second in each—in the Junior Rugger 
Championship a play-off was necessary to decide the outright winners.

This means that we, at last, have our noses well in front in the race 
for the Hurt Cup. All that is required is a consistent performance
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from each of our teams in Cricket and Athletics. The Junior Cricket 
X I has a good nucleus o f Colts, whereas the Senior XI, though not 
so well served with School players, gives the appearance of being 
a steady and creditable team.

However by the time this issue is published the winners of all the 
cups will have been decided, so that all we can do is keep our fingers 
crossed.

J.S.R.

YELLOW HOUSE
Yellow House began well in the sporting competitions in the 1951- 

1952 school year. The Senior Rugby XV held their own but just 
failed to defeat Greens, which could have placed the House a clear 
second in the competition. However we shared that position with 
three other Houses. The Juniors were more successful and thoroughly 
deserved to win the Junior Rugby Cup. Our swimming expectations 
were not fully realised but by gaining two third places in both competi
tions we are well in the running for the Hurt Cup. Once again our 
hopes in the cricket games this year are more than reasonable but, as 
in previous years, to forecast the results is very difficult. No House has 
a monopoly of First or Second eleven players hut Yellow House possess 
two well-balanced sides that, with luck, will bring us the elusive Cricket 
Cups at last.

P.D.W.

TEN YEARS AGO
(Extracts from  “The Centaur”, Vol. 11, No. 23)

In May and June boys from the Third Forms were at Annesley and 
Boothby Pagnell, farming.

At the Athletic Sports held on 6th May, Yellow House retained the 
Clifton Cup, held by them continuously since 1937.

The Whit Camp was held at Ashover in the worst weather yet 
encountered at a school camp; not a single day passed without some 
rain, generally in very heavy showers.

In July 1941 the Scout Troop consisted of nearly sixty members.
Le Cercle Franpais: M. Marshall nous a parle de ses aventures dans 

le midi de la France; il avait pour joyeux compagnons, Hector, sa 
bicyclette et Hamilcar, sa pipe.

Three cheers for the Government ! They have introduced a 
measure wholeheartedly supported by public opinion—soap rationing.
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PARENT - STAFF ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE FOR 1952-3

President: M r . A. E. C lark
Vice-Presidents: Mr. W. J. A rgyle

M r . W. S. D ean 
Hon. Secretary: M r . R. M c C andless
Hon. Treasurer: M r . C. R. S waby
Hon. Auditor: M r . F. W. G ant
Committee: T he H eadmaster ; M r s . W. R. Baggley ; M rs. A. E.

N e w to n ; M rs. E. E. O akland ; M r . C. B. Jo h n so n ; 
M r . W. G. R ip l e y ; M r . A. S tubbs.

Mrs. Wiltshire, who has held the Office of Vice-President since 
the inception of the Association, retired in March of this year. The 
Annual General Meeting placed on record its appreciation of the many 
services rendered by Mrs. Wiltshire during her term of office. As 
a mark of that appreciation she was elected an Honorary Life Member 
of the Association.

Attendances at the Film Show and Brains Trust, in the Spring Term, 
were very disappointing. Family Day again attracted a large number 
of parents and children, and we were favoured once more by the 
weather. The cricket match ended in a victory for the parents, 
who won by five wickets. The cricket bat, given by Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Stubbs, was won by G. W. Hammerton with a score of 32. An 
additional attraction, this year, was a display of model aircraft made by 
some of the boys.

The concert included items by the School Choir, solos by G. Millns 
and J. P. Wood, a quartette (Mrs. E. E. Oakland; Miss J. Millns; 
D. L. Lynas and R. L. Fisher), and Kenneth Scholes (magician). 
Kenneth is an old boy of the School. The play, presented by Form 
IVa, was, The Invisible Duke by F. Sladen-Smith. The committee 
express their thanks to all who took part in the concert.

Arrangements in the kitchen were simplified this year because of 
the new service hatch. The work was nevertheless formidable, and 
we are grateful for the service of the ladies and the co-operation and 
help of Mrs. Frost and Mrs. Basford.

The outing to Stratford-on-Avon was delightful, and we enjoyed 
the performance of Coriolanus at the Memorial Theatre. This was 
a venture well worth repeating.

Membership Cards, with the programme for 1952-3, are now 
available and can be obtained from Mr. C. R. Swaby on payment of 
subscription.

R.McC.
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OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
1. NEWS OF OLD BOYS

J. G ill (’35-’41): “Mick” Gill, Art Master at Cottesmore Schools 
and local jazz band leader, was married to Miss Betty Fisher at St. 
Giles’, West Bridgford, on 22nd December, 1951. Congratulations 
and best wishes !

I. Dring (’36-44): became the proud father of a daughter, Diana 
Lee, on New Year’s Day, 1952. Congratulations to Eileen and Ivan !

M. Stoakes (’32-’37): twin brother of S. B. Stoakes (’31-’36): 
holds the rank of Squadron Leader in the R.Aux.A.F. and took over 
the command of the 2504 Squadron, R.Aux.A.F., Hucknall, in 
February, 1952.

A. W ebster (’36-’40): recently married and very modest, is enjoying 
another good season with the A.A.A. Among many notable achieve
ments this year, he won the 440 event in the Notts. A.A.A. County 
Championships, breaking the track record with a time of 51.4 secs. 
In the A.A.A. Championships held at the White City, London, on 
Saturday, 21st June, 1952, Albert ran second to Roger Bannister in 
the 880 final.

It was announced in the press on Tuesday, 24th June, that Albert 
Webster had been selected to represent Great Britain in the 800 metres 
and the 4 x 400 metres relay at the Olympic Games in Helsinki.

R. A. Tuck (’35-’40): a life member of the Association and a Post 
Office Engineer, was married on 2nd April, 1952, to Miss Barbara 
Tann of Long Sutton, near Spalding. Congratulations and best wishes !

J. F. Brothwell (’35-’41): is now domiciled at Leeds and working 
as a Research Assistant in Economics at Leeds University.

B. J. Ward (’37-’43): for some time past a very popular member of 
the Old Boys’ R.F.C., emigrated to Canada on Thursday, 8th May, 
1952. Barry’s line of business is Textiles, and it is in that field he is 
trying his hand in Canada. All members of the Association will, 
I’m sure, join with his many friends in wishing him good luck in his 
new venture.

J. M. L ee (’43-’50): has been awarded a Fell Exhibition at Christ 
Church, Oxford. Congratulations !

D. Coxon (’32-’39): well-known in his day as a ‘miler’, is now the 
proprietor of the ‘Brooklyn’ Club, Gedling.

B. Purdy (’41-’48): has passed the first half of his M.B. (Birming
ham) and been awarded the Leith Newman prize.

P. J. Burridge (’39-’45): has won his “wings” and has decided 
on the R.A.F. as a career.



Twenty-four THE CENTAUR

P. W ilson (’37-’42): has obtained the B.Sc. degree and is con
tinuing with an Honours course.

J. Walker (’39-’45): after only eight months in the R.A.F. was 
presented with the Sword of Honour (at Grantham) by Air Vice- 
Marshall R. B. Jordon, C.B., D.F.C.

2. LETTERS FROM OLD BOYS
In response to my appeal in the last issue of the Centaur, a few letters 

from Old Boys have been received by the Headmaster and myself.
C. H. C. Haines, a former master at the School wrote saying amongst 

other things . . . .  that he is now a master at Hutton Grammar School 
near Preston, and runs the Junior X I there; P. A. M orley (’33-’41): 
is a master at Cowley School, St. Helens and also runs the Junior X I ; 
and for the past two or three years they have had the pleasure, of seeing 
their respective elevens meet.

R. I. Ottrey (’41-’48): incidentally a neighbour of mine now and 
I believe team-mate with Gedling Cricket Club, when he’s home on
le a v e ...... thanked me for stating in the last issue of the Centaur that
he was at Cambridge University, but not wishing to give a wrong 
impression to friends, corrects me by saying he is merely in the R.A.F. 
at Cambridge. His brother, F. S. Ottrey (’44-’48): is at King’s College, 
London.

K. A. Spiby (’41-’44): now living at Willoughby-on-the-Wolds says 
that after serving in the R.A.F., he was married to Miss D. W. Henson 
of Willoughby on December 15th, 1951. He is first assistant 
Groundsman at Nottingham High School playing fields on Valley 
Road, Nottingham, and is a member of the National Association of 
Groundsmen. K. A. Spiby has a keen interest in the War Memorial 
Ground and has offered his advice and assistance to the Ground 
Committee.

J. Stacey (’38-’45): now teaching at the English School, Cairo, sent 
a very vivid account of the anti-British riots that happened in February. 
“Shops were looted and fired, every cinema in Cairo was burned down, 
all bars and night clubs were wrecked and fired. The Turf Club was 
attacked and set on fire, nine people losing their lives; some were 
burnt alive, others were murdered—hacked to pieces by the mob.”

D. M. Cunnington (’36-’40): in his letter gave, what I sincerely 
hope will be the first of many similar letters, a brief outline of his life
since leaving the S ch o o l.......“After being at the School from ’36-’40,
I was one of three boys who left to take up a career in Journalism. 
The others were Jack Heath (’35-’40) and Ian Jack (’38-’42). No 
doubt we are all known to you and I think we are still the only three 
Old Boys to follow this silly profession. Others have had aspirations, 
but have been discouraged in the nick of time.
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“We all began our slavery with the Nottingham Evening News and 
after a severe training, began our climb up the ladder.

“Jack Heath became a sub-editor at the age of 23 in 1947 and left 
shortly afterwards for a similar post on the 'Yorkshire Evening News. 
Only recently, he ‘crossed the street’ and is now doing very well on 
the Yorkshire Evening Post.

“Ian Jack, a brilliant reporter, left three years ago for the Manchester 
Evening Chronicle and is now in their London office.

“For myself, I began to specialise and in 1950 was appointed sports 
sub-editor. Only two months ago, I also left for Kemsley House, 
Manchester, to become sports sub-editor of the Daily Dispatch.” 
Sincere thanks, Dennis, for a very interesting letter and I’m sure the 
many friends of all three of you will find your letter interesting too.

3. A.G.M. 1952
The A.G.M. was held at the Albert Hotel on Friday, 11th January 

and about 24 members attended, of whom 12 were officers of the 
Association. Business conducted followed the usual run but note 
should be made of the change in Hon. Treasurership: P. J. Ebling has 
left the district and M. J. Dean has been elected as Hon. Treasurer in 
his place.

M.J. Dean (’43-’50): is one of the younger members of the Associa
tion ; he is employed underground at Gedling Colliery and careful note 
should be made of his address:—

M. J. Dean, Hill Top Farm, Plumtree, Notts.

4. ANNUAL SUPPER
This year the Association committee decided to hold a supper in

stead of an annual dinner, as dinners in the past had failed through lack 
of support, probably owing to high prices; the Old Boys R.F.C. 
decided to ‘come in’ with the Association and the supper was made a 
joint affair.

A circular letter was compiled and a copy sent to every member of 
the Association, and it grieves me to write that of almost 200 members, 
only 16 replied and attended the supper.

However the R.F.C. members made the number up to 40, and on 
Friday, 28th March the supper was held in delightful surroundings at 
the Garden City Hotel, Sherwood. After the meal, the room was 
cleared of tables and with C. B. Stallard (’29-’31) at the piano, all 
members made the “welkin ring”, indeed it is only fair to say that “a 
good time was had by all.”

T o you Old Boys who only casually glance at circular letters or talk 
of “getting past that sort of thing”, rouse yourselves and make an effort 
to attend these social functions and meet old friends once again !
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I may add here that a highly recommended four-course meal could 
have been provided at a local hostelry for 6/6; but the committee decided 
upon the supper.

5. DANCE
The season for dancing or I should say that of the Old Boys’ Dances 

will shortly be here—and Old Boys’ Dances have been arranged at the 
School for Saturday, 11th October, 1952 and Saturday, 20th December, 
1952, the latter being the annual Old Boys’ Xmas Dance.

Once again an appeal is made for Old Boys and their friends and 
relations to attend and make these functions really happy affairs.

6. MISSING PERSONS
Whilst not wishing to cause alarm or panic, neverthless nothing has 

been heard of J. R. (Jack) G reen (’29-’32), one-time Hon. Sec. of 
the Association, for some considerable time. As he is a life member, 
indeed a valuable member, it is causing distress to the Treasurer and 
Secretary by having all correspondence to him returned “not known”.

Therefore if any Old Boy has news of Jack, would they write to the 
Treasurer or the Secretary.

7. MAGAZINE REPRESENTATIVE
As no “pressed man” or volunteer has come forward to take on the 

duties of Magazine Representative, then once again it falls on the 
shoulders of the Hon. Secretary of the Association: that is myself:

H. K. Butler, “Allington”, Westdale Crescent, Carlton. Phone 57317

I do not find the task irksome in any way whatsoever, but personally 
I would like a younger Old Boy to do the job, for, whilst I am not 
exactly senile, I feel an Old Boy of about 21 years of age would be more 
in touch with the majority of our members.

The membership of the Association up to the end of June, 1952 
was 180, compared with 117 at this time a year ago, a very satisfactory 
increase. May I offer sincere thanks to all members who have managed 
to recruit the new ones, and to extend a welcome to all new members, 
taking this opportunity also to jog the memory of any member who may 
not have paid his subscriptions for 1952.

In conclusion may I once again invite Old Boys to send in any news, 
articles, or letters that they wish to be published in the Old Boys’ 
section of the Centaur.

H.K.B.
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ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
SURGERY

The Knife 
Pierces the fog 
O f teeming strife—
Lifts the grovelling, the decaying dead 
And operates
On the complacent luxuriating in a bed 
O f lethargic joy.
One smooth stroke 
Releases the flood,
Sweeps away clinging grime and clotted blood 
(The legacy of past hate.) The clean white hand,
The gleaming blade 
Sparkle ruthlessly 
In the smouldering shade 
O f pathogenic man.

But the truth is slowly mustered;
The light remains yet dim;
Strife, jealousy, hate, persist,
Still to dally with sin.
O God, is it in vain that we fight
For goodness, for truth, for all that is seemly,
All that is right ?

H.R. (VI. U.A.)

MONSTER ON THE FIELD
A prehistoric, steely neck,
With waddling legs and armoured back—
But creep round to the front—you see 
That it looks like a mobile conservatory.

The iron teeth of the mechanical shovel 
Crunch up the concrete and munch the gravel 
Clank ! and Crash ! and Clang ! What a noise !
It provides entertainment for inquisitive boys.

What is this thing like a brontosaurus ?
The Headmaster says it is working for us:
I wish I could drive that marvellous tool
For instead of the shelters, I’d knock down the school.

C.H., J.C., H.E., J.D.O., C.A.H., T.J.F. (IIIc)
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“THROUGH ALL THE AGES”
It was an old church, a very old one, built, so someone said, by the 

Normans in the year 1089.
I walked up to the oaken-door, left open by some previous visitor, and 

I stepped inside to find myself confronted with trees and scrub, some 
growing as high as the roof—or where the roof had previously been 
for it had fallen in through sheer old age. As I surveyed this catastrophe, 
T ime’s handiwork, I began thinking of the many decades which this 
church had seen, as nearly nine hundred years of England’s history had 
been made since its first stone was laid. I thought of the Saxon serf 
who may have brought his own family to this same place to worship 
God; I considered the Tudor gallant who might have led his mistress 
to their pew, even in the religious turmoil of the Reformation; I 
thought of the prim Victorian lady, her face reflecting sound morality, 
as she bore herself smugly up the aisle to take her seat.

Now all that remained of those colourful, glorious days was that 
desolate ruin in which I stood, alone in the reddening rays of the setting 
sun which crept in through cracks in the ancient stonework. It called 
to my mind that line of Tennyson’s—“so sad, so fresh, the days that 
are no more.” T o think of all the wars and strife this building had 
lived through in the maelstrom of the history of Mankind, yet it was 
still standing, defiant, if decrepit, an example of the quality of Man’s 
handiwork, surviving all, though he should die.

J.S. (V.A.)

AUTUMN
A field of pear-coloured corn.
The combine moves around this fruitful field, 
Like a greedy boy devouring a ripe apple.
The red beams of the sun 
Disappear behind a golden-cloaked hill,
And dew begins to settle on the stubble. 
Leaves are falling, falling, falling 
T o the already carpet-covered floor.

Smoke again begins to twirl towards the sky.
And silk-like fog descends upon a busy town,
Like a hawk upon its prey.
And jars of home-made jam line the wooden shelves 
Ripe, brown chestnuts hang from hibernating trees.
And dimpled leaves droop loosely on the gnarled old oak. 
Leaves are falling, falling, falling,
T o the already carpet-covered floor.

D.M. (11a)
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ON BEING ILL
With doctors to poke me,
And pinch me,
And press me,
I lie on the couch,
Feeling grim and oppressed.

They stand about talking 
And pointing,
Then writing,
While I on the couch 
Feel that life’s past its best.

They say “Do not worry,
D on’t hurry,
D on’t flurry;
You’re going to come in—
Not for long though,” they say.

And when the examining,
The poking and questioning 
Are over—they “cut” ! !
“You should live now,” they say.

A.W. (VA)

WHY THE CAT ALWAYS FALLS UPON ITS FEET
One day a magician was walking through a forest, and becoming 

tired as the sun rose to its highest point in the sky lay down for a rest 
beneath the tree. Moss grew around him, the sun shone through the 
trees making little flecks of light on the ground, the breeze rustled the 
leafy boughs above him; he heard the singing of the bird and the lazy 
buzz of the wasp. All the music of the forest lulled him to sleep and 
he closed his eyes.

Nearby out of the thicket, crept a deadly serpent and when he saw 
the magician asleep he said to himself, “I will kill that magician. If 
it hadn’t been for him I would have killed that cat. But he said, ‘Watch 
little cat.’ Yes I will kill him.” The serpent drew near and he heard 
the magician murmuring in his sleep, “Watch, little cat, watch.” He 
drew back but as the magician’s eyes were closed, approached again. 
The little cat was watching in the tree; he shook with anger and with 
fear, yet, remembering that the magician had saved his life, he leapt 
upon the serpent.

Oh ! Was the serpent angry ? His eyes were red with rage and he 
struck but in vain. The little cat was frightened no more and he 
clawed at the serpent’s head again and again till he lay dead beside him.
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Then the magician opened his eyes and saw the serpent lying dead 
beside him and the cat nearby. Realising what had happened, he 
said, “What can I do to repay you ? Your eyes are quick to see and 
your ears are quick to hear and you leapt from high in the tree. You 
shall always have a home in the home of man and when you leap you 
shall always fall upon your feet.” G.B J. (Ic)

PALGRAVE’S GOLDEN TREASURY, BOOK V
In his Golden Book of Poetry 
What treasures are here !
(And when the holidays come round,
D on’t we give a cheer !)

You must read this, “The Lotus Eaters”.
Oh, what a lovely tone !
What atmosphere ! Exquisite verse !
(It’s one all on its own !)

“Porphyria’s Lover” (Man, what tripe 
These versifiers will write !)
But this is quite endurable—
If it’s read in a bad light !

The Fifth Form now has learned to love 
These dainty gems of art;
They’ll steal a page out of the book—
When they want to make a dart !

No one reads such poetry 
The whole world thinks it dry—
Oh, pardon me, Lord Alfred,
I’ve told another lie.

R.O. (V.A.)

O BROTHER MAN !
As I was walking down the street 
Whom do you think I chanced to meet ? 
Why big Tom  Smith, the butcher’s boy, 
Whistling his head off and singing for joy.
I asked him why he looked so gay;
He looked at me and I heard him say,
“I’ve done with that school there on the hill; 
I’ve got a job at the cotton mill.”
“But surely you’d sooner go to school ?” 
“Oh, no ! I’m not that sort of fool.”

G.N. (Ia)



Thirty-one THE CENTAUR

THE MIGHTY SHIP
The sailors sang a rousing song 
As out to sea the tall ship went,
She was a mighty cargo boat,
With crowded sail the tall masts bent.

She rode across the white topped waves 
The clean white foam behind her lay, 
For she’d to cross the southern sea,
T o reach a stormy southern bay.

But when she’d gone ten weeks or more 
The sunny weather stayed behind 
The waves grew higher, lashed to foam 
Hurled heavenwards by the raging wind.

The waves grew higher, higher still,
The wind was shrieking all around,
Then suddenly ! a grinding crunch !
The mighty ship had gone aground.

The boats were manned, but they were swamped 
And every single man was drowned.
And that’s the tale of how a ship,
A mighty ship, once went aground.

G.J.W. (Ia)
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