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HENRY MELLISH GRAMMAR SCHOOL— FIRST ELEVEN 1950

P. D. Wheeler, J. M. Drakeford, K. Pickering, E. Dove, I. C. Aldridge, K. Aldred, Mr. E. A. Burnham S Swift, G. W. Hammerton, H. R. Hill, The Headmaster, J. S. Robinson, D. M. Jackson
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EDITORIAL

This issue of the Centaur marks the return to a magazine of normal 
size after our bumper 21st anniversary number last term. It is with 
a twinge of regret that we once again adopt a level of austerity, for 
everyone concerned so enjoyed the compilation of that last number; 
its articles and photographs made it a mile-stone in our school magazine 
history . Now we descend with a bump to ‘terra-firma’; how like this 
: ' life, and particularly school-life, with its ups and downs !

In spite of the weathered adage that “School days are the happiest 
davs of one’s life”, to the chap just enjoying these happiest days, they 
seem littered with distinctly rough passages. In fact it is only certain 
highlights in our school terms that make life bearable—such highlights 
as mock-elections (unfortunately only every five years), school plays, 
C.C.F. inspections, speech days, games, even exams.

Mock elections, perhaps, first turn a boy’s thoughts to politics, for 
then, attending meetings, barracking speakers, posting up placards and 
eventually polling, make for a week when one can “ride on the crest of 
the wave”.

The school plays usually provide a longer distraction from the daily 
drudgery, for distasteful lessons are often avoided in the day-time, and 
school tea follows (after a decent interval) school dinner.

C.C.F. inspections with their martial air enable us to anticipate those 
halcyon days to come—the period of National Service, travelling the 
world in “jolly good company”.

Our six annual visits to the Playhouse are, in prospect and 
in retrospect, real peaks in school life, for then we share the outlook of 
and commune with the spirits of the great dramatic thinkers of all 
time.

But how few these mountain peaks with their purer air and far-flung 
horizons, compared with the pedestrian jog-trot of everyday routine 1

So with the Centaur. The beginning of the 22nd year of the school’s 
existence finds us pursuing the even tenour of our way once more, 
and we hope our readers will not be disappointed at the fare provided 
in the following pages.

J.F.H.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
School Captain: J. S. Robinson.
Vice-Captain: J. M. Parsons.
Prefects: E. Dove, F. G. Gadsby, G. W. Hainmerton, J. F.

Hankin, B. M. Jukes, D. McIntyre, T. A. Savage, 
P. R. Seed, R. Smeeton, G. D. P. Wallen.

Sub- Prefects: I. C. Aldridge, M. A. Argyle, D. G. Brown,
T. L. Butler, J. C. Cocks, C. Cresswell, G. 
Eggleshaw, C. F. Fordham, D. Gell, P. F. Hand, 
M. F. Jackson, M. H. H. Jones, R. Lester, 
P. D. Manser, R. Morley, J. W. Perry, K. 
Pickering, C. E. Veall, P. D. Wheeler, 
D. R. Wragg.

Rugby Football Captain: J. S. Robinson.
Vice-Captain: C. E. Veall.
House Captains:

Red House: J. S. Robinson Green House: J. M. Parsons
Yellow House: P. D. Wheeler Blue House: G. D. P. Wallen

SCHOOL NOTES
The School Year, 1950-51, began on September 6th with 557 

boys, including 100 new boys.
We welcome to the Staff this term Mr. L. Cooke, Mr. W. 

S. Dean (1931-9) and M. Allard; we trust their stay here will be 
mutually beneficial.
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The following boys have been awarded County Major Awards for 
1950: W. Argyle, C. G.Cargill, J. Clarke, P. Garvin, R. Hawksworth, 
G. Humphreys, J. Lee, P. Makings, J. Morley, F. Ottrey, G. M. Reeve, 
K. A. Rushworth, D. A. Slater, J. B. Smith, A. C. Smith, A. Taylor, 
A. Tyers, R. Waplington, A. J. Webster—-we congratulate them most 
heartily.

The Endowment Prize for the best School Certificate was this 
year gained by D. L. Lynas; he obtained five “Very Goods” and two 
“Credits”.

School Cricket Colours for 1950 have been awarded to K. Aldred and 
re-awards to H. R. Hill and J. S. Robinson.

First X I Team Caps were awarded to G. W. Hammerton, S. Swift, 
J. W. Whyman, P. H. Wheeler, I. C. Aldridge, J. M. Parsons, T. 
Greasley, J. M. Drakeford, P. F. Hand and R. Hamilton.

Hill, Aldred and Robinson played for the Notts. Grammar Schools 
X I against the Derbyshire G. S. XI, and Hill and Robinson for the 
Notts. Youth XI v. Yorks, and Derbys. Youth X I’s.

We heartily congratulate J. G. Davey on gaining the Whittuck 
Scholarship for Law Students, tenable at the London School of 
Economics, and R. A. Hawksworth on gaining a scholarship to the 
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, London.

At the first congregation of the University of Nottingham for the 
conferment of degrees, July, 1950, the following Old Boys and former 
masters were presented:—

(1) B.A.: F. Naylor (1935-42) Hons. French, W. D. Wilson (1940-45) 
and N. Willdig (1940-47) Hons. History, T. G. Thompson (1937-42).

(2) B.Sc.: J. H. Smith (1930-36) Hons. Physics, D. A. Clayton 
(1933-38) and C. Cosford (1935-42)//««s. Chemistry, J. T. Pilbeam 
(1935-41) and H. Coates (1936-41) Mining.

(3) M. Education: Mr. W. McGlone (former master, now Senior 
Physics Master at The Brunts School, Mansfield).

The School is grateful to the following firms for entertaining parties 
of Fifth-Formers after their School Certificate Examinations ended 
last July:—Messrs. Boots, Ericssons, Gunn and Moore, Players, 
Shipstones and William Lawrence.

The first prize in the “21st Anniversary” Photographic Competition 
(Landscape Section) was won by D. E. Clark (VA).

The prize in the Architecture Section went to F. P. Smith (VA). 
The only entry in the Portrait Section was not deemed worthy of a prize.
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On Monday, 23rd October, members of the Sixth Form visited the 
Castle Gate Congregational Church to hear a talk by Dr. Brock 
Chisholm on “World Social Conditions”; the talk was under the 
auspices of U.N.O.

The Council for Education in World Citizenship held a weekend 
conference in October at the Girls’ High School. Several members 
of the school attended and heard lectures by Mr. R. D. Sparham and 
Mr. Sumner on problems connected with Atomic Energy.

On November 16th, boys from Middle and Senior Forms enjoyed, 
at West Bridgford G.S., a presentation by Le Cercle Atholyc de 
Bruxelles of Moliere’s “Le Malade Imaginaire”.

J. S. Robinson was chosen to play for the English National Association 
of Boys’ Clubs XV against Wales at Neath in November.

Twelve inspectors from the Ministry of Education held an inspection 
of the school, 24th to 27th October and expressed themselves as well 
satisfied. The printed report has not yet been sent.

The School Dramatic Society presented Twelfth Night on a specially 
constructed Elizabethan stage, on the four evenings 12th to 15th 
December.

MAURICE STONELAKE
We record, with deep regret, the death of Maurice Henry 
Stonelake in a gliding accident on 18th August, 1950. 
He had been with us seven years, and had just obtained his 
Higher School Certificate. As Scout Troop Leader, and 
as a Corporal in the R.A.F. section of the Combined Cadet 
Force, he had shown valuable qualities of leadership. 
Many of the School Teams—Rugby, Swimming and 
Chess—have had loyal service from him.

RONALD SMITH
Also of Ronald Smith of Form IVa who died on 14th 
November, 1950 after a brief illness. During his period 
of more than three years here he gained many friends 
who were justly proud of his achievements in swimming 
and of the part he played in the musical life of the School.
To the parents of both boys we extend our deepest 
sympathy.
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The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, McCandless, Goodall, Marshall, Smith, Good and J. F. Hankin.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines and 
apologise for possible omissions:—Cestrefeldian, Commonwealth 
(Swindon), Elizabethan, Granthamian, Humphrey Perkins Chronicle, 
Lion Rampant, The Mitre, Mundella Magazine, Newtonian, Notting
hamian, Nottingham Girls' High School Magazine, Pavior, The 
Magazine of the Royal College, Ceylon.

6. Upper
Science

6. Upper 
Arts

6. Lower 
Arts

5. Arts 

5. Science

5. General

5. Remove 
4 a 
4 b 
3 c 
2 a

VALETE
Kirk D. L.; Garvin, P. G.; Lee, J. W. S.; Weston, D; Day, 
N. E.; Dean, M. J.; Garlick, D.; Humphreys, G. S.; Makings, 
P.; Stonelake, M. H.; Tyers, A.; Cutts, M. L.; Cargill, C. G.; 
Clarke, J. C.
Hawksworth, R. A.; Davey, J. D.; Edge, K. J.; Hamilton, R.; 
Lee, J. M.; Morley, J.; Reeve, G. M.; Rushworth, K. A.; 
Seneschall, R.; Slater, D. A.; Smith, J. B.; Dominy, M. S.; 
Aldred, K.; Hill, H. R.
Bestwick, D.; Cooke, P.

Bellamy, W. E.; Brooks, T. V. E.; Clements, J. B.; Davies, M.; 
Dove, K. F.; Griffin, L. J.; Lewin, B. W .; North, B. S.; 
Parris, D. G .; Raley, K. B.; Smith, D. J.; Spiby, D. R.; 
Thornton, M. I.; Whyman, J. W.
Barnsley, B. J.; Alvey, G. F.; Greasley, T . ; Hay, J. G.; 
Kirk, M. E., Lewendon, J. C.; Mason, G .; Mulligan, T . ; 
Roddis, R. C.; Wheatley, J. D.; Wood, W.
Pearce, G.; Bertolaso, V. J.; Boardman, R. P.; Crudgington,
J. A.; Drakeford, J. M.; Edwards, D.; Hulme, R. S.; Jackson, 
D. B.; Jillings, J. P.; Kay, P.; Martin, R. B.; Mason, A. S.; 
Perry, K. E.; Reddish, J. M.; Trowell, M. J.; Beardsley, L. J.
Syson, K.
Smith, R.; Smith, C. G.
Peet, G.
Kohler, D. A.
James, A. R.; Malbon, T. V.
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AVETE
4b Allen, B. W.
3c Sherwood, R. P.
Sb Sherwood, P.
3c Auld, G. A.; Barnes, C. A.; Jones, H.
2b Hancock, J. H.
2c Me Tighe, A.
1 a Bramley, R. A. C.; Burrows, P. M.; Burrow's, W. T .; Charles,

S. A.; Clark, S. A.; Clarke, A. W.; Clifford, G. R.; Fenton, 
J. A.; Gimson, A. J.; Hague, J. M.; Hall, W.; Hallam, D, H.; 
Hammersley, M. J.; Holloway, J. A. T . ; Holmes, S. C .; 
Jarvis, B. H.; Lambley, G. O.; Lant, G.; Leivers, D.; Lloyd, 
A. W.; Loverseed, D. E.; McLean, D.; Middleton, A. B.; 
Milner, D.; Mundy, D. J.; Olifent, G. M.; Pollard, E. ; 
Purdy B.; Randall M. E.; Seedhouse, R. W.; Swift, G. A.; 
Welsh, D. G.; Whitehead, D.; Whitley, J,

lb Bellamy, P.; Bentley, J.; Bonser, M. E.; Brown, K. J.; Burchell,
W.; Falkner, M. F.; Fisher, G.; Granger, W. S.; Green, T.; 
Hart, G. E.; Hickinbotham, A. J.; Howard, G.; Hughes, G, E.; 
Jackson, J. G.; Johnson, D.; Lethbridge, G. A. C.; Loasby, 
J. M.; Milns, D. W .; Newbert, B. D.; Parkinson, D. A.; 
Rose, J. V.; Rowberry, J. S.; Royle, D. J.; Shaw', W. D.; 
Smith, D.; Storey, B. R.; Swain, R. S.; Taylor, P. L.; Topple, 
R. M.; Towle, W .; Ward, C.

lc Addicott, F. J.; Albon, M. H.; Calcroft, D. G.; Clarke, R. N.;
Cossons, N.; Fox, G. H ; Gilbert, P ; Greasley, P. J.; 
Hemment, L. J.; Lakin, J. M.; Lewis, R.; Lockw'ood, J. M.; 
Mallen, M. W .; Mather, H.; McJMurdo, R. I.; Norman, G.; 
Panter, D. C.; Parkes, M. J.; Pembleton, R.; Richardson, L.; 
Shaw, J. D.; Singleton, D. E.; Smedley, R. T . ; Smith, M. W. 
N.; Smithurst, B. L.; Strong, A. K.; Turner, T. P.; Wardle, 
D. A.; Wilson, F. D.; Wood, L.

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES 1950
London University H igher School Certificate Examination

P. B. Attewell, (A) A. J. Bavley, (A) J. G. Davey, (A) R, A. Hawksworth, 
R. Hill, J. Morley, (A) K. Pickering, G. M. Reeve, (A) K. A. Rushworth, 

R. Seneschall, D. A. Slater, (A) J. B. Smith, (S) C. E. Cargill, (S) J. C. 
Clarke, (S) M. L. A. Cutts, (S) N. E. Day, (S) M. J. Dean, G. Eggleshaw, 
(S) P. G. Garvin, (S) G. S. Humphreys, (S) D. L. Kirk, (S) P. Makings, 
(S) M. H. Stonelake, (S) A. Tyers, (S) D. Weston.
The letters (A) and (S) before the names denote exemption from Intermediate 

Arts and Science respectively.



Telephone 43531 & 43532.

SISSON & PARKER
LTD.

BOOKS ON ALL SUBJECTS 

STATIONERY, FOUNTAIN PENS 

H A N D I C R A F T  

FANCY GOODS 

PICTURES

Wheeler Gate, Nottingham

FREDERICK HARRINGTON
DRAPER, FURNISHER
SPECIALIST IN SCHOOL, HOSPITAL 
AND INSTITUTION REQUIREMENTS

MAKERS OF
Blinds, Curtains, Pelrpets, Loose 
Covers, Stage Curtains, etc., etc.

6 & 8 Broad Marsh, Nottingham
Telephone : 45045 (2 lines)



ESTABLISHED 1818

N O T T IN G H A M
TRUSTEE SITINGS BANK

HEAD OFFICE - LOW PAVEMENT

Amounts received from 1/- to ,£500 in any one year. 
Total Limit £2,000

INTEREST

A B S O L U T E  S E C U R I T Y  NO  C H A R G E S

Funds - £25,000,000. Surplus - £425,000.

Accounts - 200,000

Open Daily 10 to 4, except Friday 10 to 5 
Saturday 9.30 to 12.30

Branches in all parts of the City and County
LOCAL BRANCHES:

233/5 MAIN STREET 240/2 RADFORD ROAD
BULWELL HYSON GREEN
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London University G eneral School Examination

*1. C. Aldridge, *M. A. Argyie, *W. S. Beasley, W. E. Bellamy, *T. V. E. 
Brooks, *J. B. Clements, K. F. Dove, *D. Gell, *L. J. Griffin, D. J. 
Harper, *J. D. Harrison, A. Lee, *B. W. Lewin, J. F. M. May, *J. H. 
Morley, *B. S. North, *D. G. Parris, *K. B. Raley,' *G. E. Rodmell, 
D. J. Smith, *D. R. Spiby, M. I. Thornton, *P. D. Wheeler, *J. W. 
Whyman, J. W. Wood,\G. F. Alvey, *K. C. A. Blasdale, *T. L. Butler, 
*E. J. Copley, M. Godfrey, T. Greasley, J. G. Hay, M. F. Jackson, 
*M. H. H. Jones, M. E. Kirk, *R. Lester, J. C. Lewendon, D. M. Loy, 
*D. L. Lynas, G. Mason, *R. Morley, *.T. P. Mulligan, *J. W. Perry, 
*R. C. Roddis, *G. Shaw, *C. E. Veall, *J. D. Wheatley, *B. J. Wood,
J. fN Wood, W. Wood,|J. S. Belt, V. J. Bertolaso, *R. P. Boardman, J. A. 
Crudgington D. B. Jackson, J. P. Jillings, P. Kay. A. S. Mason, G. Pearce,
K. E. IJerry, D. Ripley, K. Syson, M. J. Trowell.
*Denotes Matriculation Exemption.

PRIZE LIST 1949-1950
I Form Prizes:

Effort Prizes:

Art and Handicraft:
P.T. and Games:

I I  Form Prizes:

Additional Prizes:

Art and Handicraft:
P.T. and G ames:

I I I  Form Prizes:

Additional Prizes:

Art and Handicraft: 
P.T. and G ames:

IV  Form Prizes: ..

Additional Prizes:

P.T. and Games: 
Leaming Prize:

la  D. J. Pinkney. lb N. Smedley. 
Ic J. M. North
la  J. B. Glover, J. C. Bagworth. lb R. K. 
Burton. Ic P. A. George.
Ic J. M. North
lb B. Hammerton.
I la  W. G. Cheney. l ib  H. Hardy.
l ie  R. G. Upton.
I la  J. I. Palmer, D. A. Barrowcliff,
P. H. Leggetter. l ib  A. B. Roberts.
I la  T. J. Pritchard.
Ila J. A. Shaw.
I l ia  J. J. Stansfield. I l lb  M. S. Bridges. 
IIIc A. S. Bragg.
I l ia  J. P. Cleever, D. O. Riley, J. M. 
Williams. I l lb  R. E. Fincham.
IIIc K. W. Lambley.
I l lb  C. S. F. Baldwin.
IIIc J. M. Brownhill.
IVa R. B. Allcock. IVb F. P. G. Wagner. 
IVc J. M. Wolfe.
IVa C. R. Ball, J. R. Fellows, C. R. 
Phillips, D. M. Jackson 
IVb R. A. Jackson.
IVa D. M. Jackson.
IVb E. Whiteman.
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V Form Prizes:

P.T. and Games Prize: 
Gant Service Prize: 

VI Form Prizes:

Wharmby Swimming Cup:

.. Vs D. L. Lynas, C. E. Veall, M. H. 
H. Jones, T. L. Butler, J. D. Wheatley, 
K. C. A. Blasdale, R. Lester, E. J. 
Copley. Va J. H. Morley, M. A. Argyle, 
J. W. Holt. Vs J. E. Peachey.

.. Va I. C. Aldridge.

.. Va P. F. Hand.
. . VIL.S. G. W. Hammerton, W. A. 

Towlson, R. Smeeton. VIL.A. F. G. 
Gadsby. VIU.S. A. Tyers, C. G. 
Cargill, G. S. Humphreys. VIU.A. J. 
G. Davey, A. J. Bayley.

.. H. R. Hill
Service Prizes:

Head Prefect’s Prize:

K. Aldred, H. R. Hill, G. S. Humphreys, 
J. M. Lee, J. S. Robinson, J. B. Smith, 
A. Tyers (above), D. Weston.
R. Seneschall.

Balk Cup and Chairman’s 
Prize: R. Seneschall.

HOUSE TROPHIES
Kayser Cup (.Senior Rugby Football) Red House
Orchard Cup (Junior Rugby Football) Green House
Old Boys’ Cup (Senior Cricket) Blue House
Haines Cup (Junior Cricket) Blue House
C lifton Cup (Senior Athletics) Yellow House
Norman Cup (Junior Athletics) Green House
Leaming Cup (Swimming) Red House
M emorial Cup (Junior House Championship) Green House
Houston Cup (Senior House Championship) Red House
Hurt Cup (House Championship) Green House
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CRICKET 1949 - 50
As was expected, the First X I has had a successful season, although 

several of the matches have been interrupted or cancelled on account 
of the weather which has not always been favourable. O f the 12 
matches which have been played, 3 have been won, 2 lost, and 7 drawn. 
We were beaten by only one school and on that occasion the whole 
team played below the usual standard.

The batting, which was not very good in the opening half of the 
season, improved considerably. At first, confidence was lacking, as 
the opening batsmen had rarely given the team a good start. When this 
was remedied against the Old Boys, the team played much better. 
Hill and Robinson have been the most successful batsmen and have 
been well supported at times by Dove and Pickering.

The strongest department has undoubtedly been the bowling, with 
the pace bowlers well to the fore. Aldred has bowled extremely well 
throughout the season and must be congratulated on his excellent 
performances. Aldridge and Hill have been able supporters and have 
enjoyed a good season. The lack of spin bowlers has been a big 
handicap, but Swift has bowled well, and has showed that he is not 
afraid to toss the ball up in the air, a great attribute for a spin bowler. 
Wheeler and Drakeford have also achieved success as slow bowlers.

The fielding has been much better than in recent years although 
there has been a lack of slip fielders, where several chances have been 
thrown away. However the other positions were well filled, and 
everyone played keenly and this contributed much to the success of 
the team.
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AVERAGES
Battinc

Innings Not Out Runs
Highest
Score Average

Hill 10 1 199 72* 22 1
Robinson 12 2 216 88 21-6
Pickering 9 3 80 20* 13-3
Wheeler 9 4 47 10 9-4
Hammerton 12 1 80 13 7-27
Dove 11 1 72 25* 7-2

Bowling
Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average

Hill 46-5 14 83 16 5 19
Aldred 75-4 19 143 22 6-5
Aldridge 64 1 15 166 15 11-07
Swift 39 7 123 8 15-38
Wheeler 41 10 96 6 16 0

24th June v
C ricket Results from 24 t h  June 

High Pavement G.S. (Home) Drawn
High Pavement 40 (Aldred 3 for 9, Swift 4 for 4).
School 30 for 3.
High Pavement were soon dismissed, and the School were well on the way 

to victory when the rain stopped play.
1st July v Loughborough G.S. (Away) Lost by 8 wickets

School 60.
L.G.S. 61 for 2.
On a perfect wicket the School collapsed unaccountably and the runs were 

soon scored by the opposition with little difficulty.
8th July v Old Boys (Home) Lost by 7 wickets

School 129 for 4 dec. ((Robinson 53, Dove 25 not out).
Old Boys 130 for 3.
The School batted very well, and for the first time since the opening match 

put on 50 for the first wicket. The Old Boys, with a strong batting side, 
obtained the runs in an exciting struggle, the winning hit being scored in the 
last over.
12th July v Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Home) Won by 3 wickets

Aid. Newton’s 85 (Aldred 4 for 19, Hill 3 for 15).
School 86 for 7 (Hill 28, Pickering 20 not out).
In spite of a stubborn sixth wicket stand the opponents were dismissed 

cheaply, and after a keen struggle the necessary runs were obtained in the last 
over.
15th July v Queen Elizabeth’s G.S., Mansfield (Home)

School 103 for 6 wickets (Hill 72 not out).
Q.E.G.S. 31 for 4.

Drawn
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The School scoring quickly, in spite of repeated interruptions- by rain, 
were able to obtain a reasonable total, due mainly to a good innings by Hill. 
The School bowlers were gradually getting on top, when rain stopped play.

21st July v Staff {Home) Drawn
Staff 114 for 9 (Mr. Jackman 47, Mr. Burnham 22. Drakeford 5 for 20, 

Wheeler 4 for 30).
School 74 for 5 (Aldred 26).
The Staff scored quickly at first but collapsed in the face of steady bowling 

by Drakeford and Wheeler. Mr. Jackman batted well and was caught in 
attempting a big hit. The School batting was dull, until Aldred livened the 
proceedings with a bright knock, but there was not enough time to secure a 
decision.
22nd July v Nottingham High School {Home) Drawn

School 84 for 6 (dec.) (Hill 29).
This match was ruined by the bad weather and ow ing to frequent showers 

the wicket became saturated, and very difficult to bat on. The School scored 
rather slowly, but on declaring, the match was abandoned.

Second X I
24th June v High Pavement G.S. {Away)

School 27.
High Pavement 28 for 5 wickets.

1st July v Loughborough G.S. {Home)
School 22.
Loughborough 23 for 4 wickets (Argyle 3 for 7).

11th July v Alderman Newton’s G.S. {Away)
School 91 (Hand 21).
Alderman Newton’s 63 for 8 wickets (Whyman 3 for 5).

15th July v Queen Elizabeth’s G.S. {Away)
Queen Elizabeth 89.
School 48.

22nd July v Nottingham High School
School 25 for 1 wicket.

T he C olts XI 
10th June v High Pavement School {Home)

School 15 for 4 (Brownhill 32 not out).
High Pavement 58 for 7 (Godfrey 3 for 7, Brownhill 3 for 25).

21st June v Newark Magnus School {Away) Won
Newark 81 (Godfrey 5 for 9).
School 84 for 6 (Baldwin 21, Brownhill 21 not out).

Lost

Abandoned

Drawn

Lost by 5 wickets

Lost by 6 wickets

Drawn
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28th June © High Pavement School (Away) Won
High Pavement 79 for 5 dec. (Godfrey A for 33).
School 80 for 4 (Brownhill 39, Hyde 20 not out).

8th July © Nottingham High School (Away) Won
Nottingham High School 33 (Brownhill 4 for 6, Godfrey 4 for 18).
School 35 for 2 (Brownhill 13 not out).

15th July v Queen Elizabeth’s School, Mansfield (Away) Won
Queen Elizabeth’s School 42 (Brownhill 4 for 17, Shaic A for 10).
School 43 for 0 (Brouard 29 not out).

22nd July © Nottingham High School (Home) Won
' Nottingham High School 42 (Shaic A for 16).

School 43 for 6 (Brouard 30).

ATHLETICS, 1950
Sports Day this year was held in the Summer Term as unavoidable 

difficulties prevented its being held as usual in the Spring Term. 
The day, the 7th July, was one of the summer’s finest, which perhaps 
accounts for the high standard of athletics maintained throughout 
the day. That and long preparation and hard work on the part of the 
organisers made the 1950 Sports Day outstandingly successful.

In all, ten records were broken. In the Junior events Shaw (Y) 
in obtaining three first places in the 100 yds., High Jump and Shot set 
up records in the last two. Also, the Junior Relay record was broken 
by Yellow House, Shaw representing his House in this too.

In the Middle Age Group there were three innovations in the form 
of the 100 yds., 220 yds. and 4 x 110 yds. Relay. In the 100 yds. 
Aldridge (R) equalled the time of the Senior 100 yds. but by virtue 
of a previous disqualification the race was awarded to Hand (Y) who 
also won the 220 yds. Two records were set up in this section, 
Hardwick (B) in the 880 yds. and Kemp (Y) in the Long Jump.

Five Senior records were broken. Hill’s (Y) was a truly creditable 
performance. He set up records in the 440 yds. and Cricket Ball. 
The other three were (i) by Robinson (R) in the Long Jump, 
(ii) Veall (R) in the High Jump and (iii) in the Relay Race by Red House. 
Apart from the records Wallen (B) achieved three first places in the 
100 yds., 220 yds. and Discus and Humphreys (R) two first places in the 
Javelin and Shot and a second place in the Discus.
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The final positions and points were:—
Seniors

Red 1 3 5 Yellow 89J, Blue 78, Green 66.
M iddle

Yellow 232, Blue 189, Red 184, Green 175.
Thus Yellow House regained the Clifton Cup, totals being:—
Yellow 3214, Red 319J, Blue 267, Green 241.

Junior (Norman Cup).
Green 161, Yellow 152, Red 120, Blue 113.

RESULTS
Junior

80 yds. Daykin (G), Shaw (Y) 1= Greaves (G). Time 10 2 secs.
180 yds. Daykin (G), Greaves (G), Hardy (R). Time 23.2 secs.
180 yds.r Shaw (Y), Burton (G), Budgeon (Y) 2 — . Height 4' 4f "*
Long Jump. Whyman (B), Daykin (G), Smith (R). Distance 13'8”. 
Cricket Ball. Twells (G), Walker (B), Sturman (R). Distance 66 yds. 1'0” 
Shot (4 lb.). Shaw' (Y), Buxton (G), Smith (R). Distance 40' 9"*.
Relay 4 x 80 yds. Yellow', Green, Blue. Time 42-8 secs.*

M iddle
100 yds. Hand (Y), Whyman (B), Kerr (R). Time (Aldridge 10-75 secs.) 
220 yds. Hand (Y), Kerr (B), Kemp (Y). Time 25 secs.
880yds. Hardwick (B), Hand (Y), Brownhill (G). Time 2 mins. 18-3 secs.* 
High Jump. Pierrepoint (G), Bailey (B), Standfield (Y). Height 4' 8''. 
Long Jump. Kemp (Y), Whyman (B), Cross (G). Distance 16' 11$"* 
Cricket Ball. Whyman (B), Smith, G. W. (B), Ball (Y). Distance 

82 yds. 0'3".
Shot. Smith, G. W. (B), Jackson, R. A. (B), Ball (Y). Distance 41' 2". 
Discus. Ball (Y), Cleever (R), Smith (B). Distance 114'10J"
Relay 4 x 110. Yellow, Red, Green. Time 51-6 secs.

Senior
100 yds. Wallen (B), Robinson (R), Jones (R). Time 10-75 secs.
220 yds. Wallen (B), Robinson (R), Jones (R). Time 24 3 secs.
440 yds. Hill (Y), Jones (R), Morley (B). Time 57-2 secs.*
Mile. Rushworth (Y), Cresswell (Y). Time 4 mins. 51 -5 secs.
High Jump. Veall (R), Parris (G), Kirk (R). Height 5' 2"
Long Jump. Robinson (R), Rushworth (Y), Veall (R). Distance 18' 10$"* 
Cricket Ball. Hill (Y), Veall (R), Brown (R). Distance 91 yds. 2'2"* 
Shot. Humphreys (R), Edge (Y), Parsons (G). Distance 35' 5''.
Discus. Wallen (B), Humphreys (R), Gadsby (B). Distance 102' 10". 
Javelin. Humphreys (R), Brown (R), Jukes (B). Distance 143' 0". 
Relay. Red, Blue, Green. Time 48-6 secs.*
* Indicates a Record.

G.D.P.W.

SCHOOLS ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIP, PORT SUNLIGHT
Those who have heard of this small port in the Wirral will connect it, 

no doubt, with the soap from which it takes its name. It sprang into 
sporting news however, w hen on July 22nd it became the venue of the 
National School Sports to w'hich came schoolboys of 38 counties.
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Notts, as in the previous year sent a contingent in which the school 
had the honour of having four members, P. F. Hand in the 100 yds. 
under 15, C. Veall in the High Jump under 17, G. D. P. Wallen 
in the Discus under 17 and G. S. Humphreys in the Javelin under 18. 
O f these Humphreys was the only success gaining second place, a 
great performance. The performances put up were unbelievably high, 
as many will have read in the press. The motto, “Citius, Altius, 
Fortius”, was certainly observed this year for many records were 
broken and it is to Humphreys’ credit that he created one.

Results were however a minor detail compared with the truly marvel
lous time enjoyed and the fine people met by all, and I must take this 
opportunity of thanking Cheshire for the wonderful reception, kindness 
and hospitality which were given to us all. It is grand to think that 
there are people who will take into their houses, for two days, total 
strangers and treat them so well.

The Notts, team was picked from the results of two trials. One 
held at Player’s Sports Ground was mentioned in the last issue. The 
final trial was held at Newark on 24th June where various teams from 
throughout the county were entered and from these representatives 
chosen. In this meeting the school also achieved a large measure of 
success.

It is gratifying to realise that at last Athletics is receiving recognition 
in school, for Athletics must have as much encouragement as either 
Rugby or Cricket. It is just as important.

G.D.P.W.

SWIMMING, 1950
Yet another successful school Swimming Sports was held at the end 

of the Summer Term when Red House won both the Senior and Junior 
sections, so regaining the Learning Swimming Cup. During the 
proceedings the Wharmby Swimming Cup, awarded for the first time, 
was presented to the Swimming Captain, H. R. Hill, by its donor, Mrs. 
Wharmby. Much amusement was provided when one eminent member 
of the Sixth Form took to the water—fully clothed !

There has been one swimming match this term; on October 26th 
the school team swam at Leicester against Alderman Newton’s G.S. 
and was well beaten by 96 points to 71. Only two points separated 
the two Junior teams.

House swimming practices have been more frequent lately and, 
judging by the members present, are welcomed very enthusiastically.

J.M.P.



S ervice for S n o rt

REDMAYNE & TODD’S
RUGBY

HENRY MELLISH RUGGER JERSEYS IN 
ALL HOUSE COLOURS

From 14/2 each

RUGGER BOOTS ALL SIZES
From 25/10 pair

ATHLETICS
SPRINTING SHOES CLUB MODEL

29/4 pair
GYM SHORTS From 4/6 pair
GYM VESTS From 4/4 pair

WRITE OR CALL FOR SPORTING BROADSHEET

REDMAYNE E TODD LTD

TELEPHONE : 45627-8-9



Nottingham’s 
heading School 
Outfitters

Boys’ Department 
MARKET STREET

School Suits in Grey 
Flannel, the best 
U tility. Perfectly 
Tailored sizes 7 to 
1 4 ___ from 89/3

W ith  shorts in sizes 
5 to 10 .. from 59/4

In Grey Tweed, 
sizes 7 to 14 from 

. . . 90/3
Sizes 5 to 10 from 

. .  . 59/9

School Caps, Ties, 
Hose, Pullovers, 
Slipovers, Blazers, 

Scarves etc.

T e l e p h o n e  45577
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SW IMM ING SPORTS RESULTS
Seniors

2 Lengths Breast Stroke
1, Hill (Y); 2, Veall (R); 3, Hankin (G).

2 Lengths Back Stroke
1, Parsons (G); 2, Hill (Y); 3, Veall (R).

2 Lengths Free Style
1, Dean (R); 2, Stonelake (Y); 3, Raley (G).

Diving
1, Mellors (Y); 2, Dean (R); 3, Reward (G).

Plunge
1, Raley (G); 2, Smith (Y); 3, Lomas (R).

Relay
1, Red House; 2, Green House; 3, Blue House; Yellow House was 

disqualified.
Medley Relay

1, Green House ; 2, Yellow House; 3, Red House.
M iddles

2 Lengths Breast Stroke
1, Sleaford (Y); 2, Lee (R); 3, Brownhill (G).

2 Lengths Back Stroke
1, Lee (R); 2, Jackson (B); 3, Severn (Y).

2 Lengths Free Style
1, Ward (R); 2, Storer (G); 3, Roberts (B).

Relay
1, Red House; 2, Yellow' House; 3, Green House.

Medley Relay
1, Red House; 2, Yellow House; 3, Green House.

Juniors
1 Length Breast Stroke

1, Hatcher (G); 2, Shaw (Y); 3, Thompson (R).
1 Length Back Stroke

1, Lack (G); 2, Buckland (R); 3, White (B).
1 Length Free Style

1, Lack (G); 2, Hardy (R); 3, Spray (Y).
Diving

1, Haskey (R); 2, Jackson (Y); 3, Bagworth (B).
Plunge

1, Hardy (R); 2, Rose (G); 3, Burton (B).
Relay

1, Red House; 2, Yellow House; 3, Blue House.
Green House was disqualified.

Medley Relay
1, Green House; 2, Red House; 3, Yellow House.

FINAL PLACINGS 
Junior:

Red House, Green House, Yellow House, Blue House.
M iddle and Senior:

Red House, Yellow House, Green House, Blue House.
Red House won the Learning Cup.
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ROWING, 1950
Races were held between the School, West Bridgford G.S. and 

Ratcliffe College on Saturday, 24th June at Trent Bridge. Un
fortunately they had to be rowed in odd boats—both built to the same 
plans, but one twenty years earlier. The First Crew drew the old one 
(together with several gallons of river) in both races, beating West 
Bridgford by 3 ft. and losing to Ratcliffe by 3 lengths. In the Second 
Crew races Ratcliffe easily won by 3 lengths; against West Bridgford 
the School had the best boat but Raley (str.) unfortunately slipped 
from his seat, and in the same movement, “caught a crab”, thus 
allowing Bridgford to win comfortably by 3 lengths.

For the Spencer.Cup, Thursday, 29th June, the First Crew (rowing 
Bellamy, the Third Crew stroke, at 2 in place of the absent Hankin) 
lost to the Nottingham High School by If lengths. The Second Crew 
were beaten easily in their event.

On Wednesday, 19th July, the First and Second Crews travelled 
with West Bridgford and Mundella crews to take part in the Regatta for 
School Rowing Clubs at Evesham. In the First Crew event for the 
Ball Cup we were beaten by Prince Henry’s G.S., Evesham—a good 
race with only f length between the bows. The Second Crew also 
acquitted themselves well in their race for the Junior Fours Cup and 
lost by only J length to King Edward School, Stratford. Derby 
School eventually won the Ball Cup and King Edward School the 
Junior Fours Cup.

The Second Annual Meeting was held on Monday, 17th July, when 
the following officers were elected:

R. Smeeton: Captain
J. C. Cocks: Vice-Captain
R. A. Lomas: Secretary 

It was noted that several members were joining the Nottingham 
Britannia Rowing Club, which will in tifne, prove most beneficial to 
us in our relations with that Club.

The Annual Outing, on the 22nd, was, as last year, held at Colwick 
Island. Once more Cocks’s primus stove was used to boil the water 
for tea. The football we took with us burst the first time it was kicked, 
so this year we. played an improvised “tip-and-run”, with stick and 
tennis ball. There was also swimming in the murky waters of the 
“cut”, and we all rowed home in time for tea after a good day’s outing.

Next year the First Crew will, if all goes well, be unchanged, so we 
are looking forward to some keen racing.
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The order of the crews at Evesham was as follows:
First Crew Second Crew

J. C. Cocks (bow) D. G. Parris (bow)
J. F. Hankin (2) K. Raley (2)
R. A. Lomas (3 ) D. Gell (3 )
R. Smeeton (stroke) W. Bellamy (stroke)
B. Henson (cox) L. A. Probert (cox)

J. W. Perry rowed in the Second Crew on several occasions.
R.S.

RUGBY FOOTBALL
So far the team has enjoyed what promises to be a very successful 

season. Contrary to the reports in this section last year, we now have 
15 very capable footballers who combine well. Our chief weapon has 
been the threes who, when in possession, have proved to be a constant 
danger to our opponents. The forwards have not settled down quite 
so well; this is mainly owing to injuries so that they have not had a fair 
chance to become the formidable body they would have been. However 
they are to be praised for their undaunted attempts to open up the 
game.
: It would be unfair to mention any individuals here as each member 

has always played to the best of his ability.
Results. F irst XV 

Tues., Oct. 3rd v Trent College (Away) Draw 13—13
This may well prove to have been our most enjoyable game of the season. 

After being 8 points down in 10 mins, the school fought back pluckily. The 
forwards, who lacked the leadership of C. E. Veall, were out-weighted in the 
tight but were the masters in the loose. Had the ball bounced our way we 
might easily have won this game in the closing minutes.
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Wed., Oct. 11th v High Pavement G.S. (Away) Won 21—3
The school took advantage of the ideal conditions and played a grand game 

of open rugger. However if we are to win more games against stronger op 
position we must indulge in first time tackling and each back should assure 
himself that he is going to ignore all ‘dummies’.
Sat., Oct. 14th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Won 24—3

Had not Bridgford opened the score this might have developed into a game 
best forgotten. But they did and the school after a slow start fought back and 
never slackened till the closing minutes. We might here commend Brown 
for his brilliant defence work. He also showed us that he has an eye for the 
line with two typical scrum-half tries.
Wed., Oct. 18th v Loughborough G.S. Won 32—6

The game was played on a hard ground and this united the light Mellish 
Back. This resulted in the backs’ obtaining a good service which they used 
to advantage. Yet, although they played very well in attack, the defence left 
a good deal to be desired. Though light the scrum played well together and 
made themselves very' apparent in the fonvard rushes.
Wed., Oct. 25th v Newark Magnus G.S. Won 26—6

This game would be best forgotten. Both the backs and pack were 
disappointing. The backs’ handling and defence were poor in the extreme, 
foiling many good movements and permitting the Newark threes to cut through. 
The pack appeared as a lifeless set of individuals playing disjointed and scrappy 
football. Only late in the second half did the team start to combine and play 
in their usual manner, resulting in a higher score than w'as at first expected.
Sat., Nov. 11th v Alderman Newton’s G.S. Lost 11—8

The ground was very muddy, making handling most difficult. The 
scrums were fairly evenly matched, slight advantage going to the Leicester 
pack. Both sets of threes engineered some fine movements only to be beaten 
by a slippery ball and ground. The game was a draw until a few minutes before 
no-side when the opposing scrum-half dropped a goal. Throughout it was 
a hard, fast and most exciting game; a better one could not be desired.
Sat., Nov. 25th v King’s School, Grantham W'on 16—8

As opposed to usual practice, the school opened at full speed and rapidly 
built up an 8 point lead. It should, however, be a lesson to the forwards not 
to slacken off. Their doing so resulted in Grantham equalizing and only then 
did the school play with their opening fire.

It was unfortunate that this was Hill’s last game for the school prior to his 
entering the army and later Cambridge. His absence will be sorely felt by 
the backs; we wish him the best of luck in his future rugby career.

Second XV
Thurs., 5th Oct. v Nottingham High School (Home)
Sat., 7th Oct. ‘A’ XV v Chesterfield G.S. First XV (Ata 
Wed., 11th Oct. v High Pavement G.S. (Home)
Wed., 18th Oct. v Loughborough G.S. (Home)
Wed., 25th Oct. v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away)
Wed., 1st Nov. ‘A’ XV’ v Southwell G.S. First XV

Lost 0—20 
Won 13—3 
Lost 3—-25 
Won 27—3 
Lost 3—9 
Lost 0—6
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Sat., 11th Nov. v Humphrey Perkins G.S. First XV (Away) 
Sat., 2nd Dec. v King’s School, Grantham (Home)
Sat., 9th Dec. v West Bridgford G.S. (Away)

Under 15 XV 
Wed., 4th Oct. v Southwell G.S. (Away)
Sat., 7th Oct. v Nottingham High School (Home)
Sat., 14th Oct. v West Bridgford G.S. (Home)
Wed., 18th Oct. v Loughborough G.S. (Home)
Sat., 21st Oct. v King’s School, Grantham (Away)
Sat., 18th Nov. v Loughborough G.S. (Away)
Tues., 21st. Nov. v Trent College (Away)
Sat., 25th Nov. v Chesterfield G.S. (Home)
Wed., 29th Nov. v Moat School, Leicester (Hume)
Sat., 16th Dec. v High Pavement G.S. (Home)

Under 14 XV 
Wed., 20th Sept, v Humphrey Perkins G.S. (Away)
Sat., 7th Oct. v Nottingham High School (Away)
Sat., 21st Oct. v King’s School, Grantham (Away)
Wed., 1st Nov. v Southwell G.S. (Home)
Sat., 11th Nov. v Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Away)
Wed., 15th Nov. v Humphrey Perkins G.S. (Home)
Sat., 2nd Dec. v West Bridgford G.S. (Home)
Sat., 9th Dec. v Newark Magnus G.S. (Nome)

Won 15—6 
Lost 13—14 
Won 19—3

Won 21 — 14 
Won 16—5 
Won 32—0 
Won 28—0 
Won 27—0 
Won 38—5 
Won 13—0 

Cancelled 
Won 34—3 

Cancelled

Won 43—0 
Won 18—0 
Won 50—0 

Drawn 3—3 
Won 32—0 
Won 25—0 
Won 20—0 
Won 32—6

THE SCOUT TROOP
After our return from camp, we set out to reorganize the Troop, a 

procedure necessary owing to the addition of many new recruits. 
These were formed into four patrols and a new senior patrol was formed 
to be carried on in an embryo stage until next term.

Using the pavilion as H.Q. the youngsters got down to some hard 
work and in a short time they were sworn in at an evening meeting. 
A. I). C. B. Riley attended the ceremony and everything passed off well.

Now that the patrols are settled and not likely to be reshuffled we 
arc only waiting for some fine weather to get out and about. The 
autumn weather having rather curtailed our out-door activities, we 
are eagerly awaiting the spring; however we have managed two outdoor 
and two indoor meetings.

During the term our P/L. J. Hankin attended a Senior Scout week
end at Castleton with a number of other Notts, seniors at the invita
tion of the Derbys. Senior Scouts. Mr. Cowie from I.H.Q. was there 
and gave an interesting talk on the “Aims of Senior Scouting”.

Senior P/L. J. Hankin, P/L. Noon, P/L. Crecraft also attended a 
camp at Walesby over the Xmas holidays.
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Although Maurice Stonelake’s tragic death is recorded elsewhere, 
we, who knew him perhaps more intimately than any of the other 
school societies of which he was a member, have particularly felt the 
loss of such a good Troop leader and a good Scout.

J.F.H.
THE SCOUT CAMP

This year the annual camp was held again on our site at Oxford
Two days previously A/S/M. Ireland, P/L. (now T/L.) B. Henson 

and P/L. D. A. Noon had courageously formed an advance party to 
clear the site. Unfortunately the weather was bad for them and when 
the rest arrived the paths were under six inches of water. This soon 
cleared up, however, and did not hamper our activities at all.

The Troop travelled down with the S/M. Mr. J. B. Rowe and arrived 
around 2.30 p.m. After unloading the cycles they cycled to the site 
at Farmoor.

The tents were soon up and owing to the big day everyone had had, 
the Troop turned in earlier than usual. Although they were a little 
restless at night they slept quite soundly the following morning.
' The camp proper got under way next morning. The routine was 
almost the same as always. A/S/M. K. F. Ireland took most of the 
inspections, parades and competitions. Our new S/M. Mr. Rowe 
was found to have quite a genius for cooking (especially frying bacon).

We were fortunate in having in camp ex-S/M., Mr. E. G. Cross, 
an excellent camper (who also has a useful car !).

The food was good throughout and the patrols took turns each day 
to provide it.

The highlights of the camp were the night ‘ops’, sports, river trip, 
cricket match, pioneering competition and the competitions against 
the Westminster Bank Training School.

In the night ‘ops’, the old cottage was used as a base and the attackers 
were very appropriately Communists, carrying tins of beans as bombs.

In the competitions against the Bank the Troop won at cricket and 
table-tennis but lost at base-ball.

On the last night was the awarding of feathers and the cups. The 
Norman Cup was won by the Falcon Patrol, P/L. D. A. Noon; the 
Eames Cup for Scout Spirit was won by 1st Scout R. Boxall, and the 
Inter-patrol Shield was won by the Owl Patrol, P/L. B. Henson. 
A “Thanks Badge” was proposed for Mr. D. Morley, an old but still 
flourishing member of the Troop whose help was invaluable and whom 
we hope to see more frequently soon as A/S/M.



THE CENTAUR Twenty-three

Ex-Scout, J. Garthwaite, was a surprise one-day visitor but had to 
return to work straight after.

So at the end we said goodbye to our first camp under Mr. Rowe, 
a very happy one.

J.F.H.

THE COMBINED CADET FORCE
O fficers
Contingent Commander: 
Adjutant:
Other Officers:

N.C.O.’s '
C.S.M.
Q.M.S.:
Petty Officers:
Sergeants (Army): 
Sergeants (R.A.F.): 
Leading Seaman: 
Corporals (Army): 
Corporals (R.A.F.):

H. L. Newitt, Lt.-Comdr. R.N.V.R.
E. A. Hutchinson, Fl./Lt. R.A.F.V.R 
Lt. R. Jackman, R.E.M.E., F/O. Evans, 

R.A.F.V.R., S/Lt. P. Crofts, R.N.V.R., 
2nd Lt. R. E. Kimmons.

T. L. Butler
K. W. Wainwright ;
Hankin, J. F.; Jukes, B.M.
Ebling, P. W.; Jones, M. H. H.
Gadsby, F. G.; McIntyre, D.
Dove, E.
Beasley, M.S.; Phillips, C. R.; Ball, C. R. 
Broadley, P.; Lester, R.

Since the last C.C.F. notes much has happened, most notably — 
camp. Camp, however, hardly describes the experience of the R.N. 
Section who spent their training period on H.M. Aircraft Carrier 
Implacable. However, more of this is to follow. In July, the Con
tingent enjoyed its ‘General Inspection’. On this occasion the Inspect
ing Officer was Colonel J. A. Dawson, C.B.E., accompanied by 
Commander C. T. Collett, C.B.E.,. R.N. and Wing Commander 
Myles. A variety of training was provided, even to a ‘war in miniature’ 
by the Basic Section. Two Certificate ‘A’ Examinations have been 
held and, since our inception in February, 1949, 144 cadets have passed 
the Part I Exam and 15 Part II. Permission has been granted to form 
a Signals Section as part of the Army Section and we hope to commence 
operations in 1951.

R.N. SECTION CAMP
In the holidays the R.N. Section of the C.C.F. held its first annual 

camp at Portsmouth aboard H.M.S. Implacable, the aircraft-carrier 
flagship of the Home Fleet.
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Although we saw little of Admiral of the Fleet, Sir Philip Vian, 
the (flag) captain was in evidence sometimes and so was “Jimmy the 
One” (especially for rounds).

The fact that Navy Week was celebrated during our stay made it 
even more exciting.

We made many interesting visits to surrounding bases, H.M.S. 
Hornet (M.T.B.), H.M.S. Vernon (Torpedo), H.M.S. Excellent 
(Gunnery), H.M.S. Daedalus (Fleet Air Arm), etc.

The school contingent also took part in the colours parade and still 
treasures photographs of it. The knowledge gained in sailing, 
knotting, cables, ship’s organisation and a hundred other things made 
the experience invaluable. The food was good, so was the company 
and “a good time was had by all”.

GANDALE 1950 
Army and Basic Section

What a journey ! After travelling from school to the station in an 
Army T.C.V., we had to stand or lie down in a luggage van for the rest 
of the journey. T o supplement this, when we arrived, it began to rain, 
so that we spent an uncomfortable night under leaking canvas.

While we were there, we had an imposing list of engagements. On 
the Sunday morning, we attended an impressive service in the 
N.A.A.F.I. tent. This was followed by a grand march-past.

The sports which were to have been held were rained off, but some 
satisfaction was gained in playing a rugby match against another 
contingent, the game being drawn. A “Battle of Britain” film was also 
shown to us. The remainder of the time was generally-spent in 
watching demonstrations, such as “Section in Attack”, “Tanks in 
Action” and the “Reconnaissance Patrol ”. Three of the N.C.O’s 
attended a Cadre Course, gaining useful experience.

The food was, to say the least, uninspiring, but this was offset by 
great hunger and the fact that we were already hardened to this type 
of diet.

By the end of the week, however, we were seasoned to hard mattresses, 
early awakenings and wailing bagpipes. In fact, the whole contingent 
so enjoyed their first taste of army life that they are looking forward 
to the next camp.
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R.A.F. SECTION
We now have a large R.A.F. Section comprising three flights in 

varying stages of training. Five cadets obtained their Proficiency 
Certificates in October and it is hoped that this number will be in
creased when the members of “B” Flight sit for their Proficiency 
Certificate in March.

Twenty-five cadets attended a week’s camp at the R.A.F. Station, 
Cranwell, from July 22nd to July 29th. After the bustle of the rail 
journey and the arrival, we were lodged in very comfortable billets 
together with cadets from numerous other C.C.F. Contingents. A 
very busy week followed in which we had three half-hour flights each; 
lectures on armaments, parachute packing, meteorology, radar, 
navigation, shooting on the rifle range, and P.T. and swimming. 
On Wednesday, 26th July, we were privileged to see the Passing Out 
Parade of the Cadets of No. SO Entry at the R.A.F. College, Cranwell. 
Towards the end of the week, a drill competition was held and our 
squad was placed third out of eighteen contingents—a fact of which we 
feel justly proud.

Seven cadets attended a gliding course at the R.A.F. Station, 
RufForth, in August and as a result, three cadets now hold their “B” 
Gliding Certificates.

A Field Day was held at the R.A.F. Station, Swinderby, on October 
30th and most of the cadets who attended had a flight in an Anson or 
a Wellington. The remainder of the day was taken up by visits to the 
“display hangar", the control tower, and the armoury.

THE SCHOOL PLAY
In departing this year from the habit of some years’ standing of 

producing a modern play, the- Dramatic Society decided it would put 
on Twelfth Night—but Twelfth Night with a difference ! It would 
reproduce, as far as the limitations of the School Hall allow, conditions 
prevailing at the time of the play’s first production in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth.

With that end in view, the school stage was moved from behind its 
fixed proscenium arch and taken to the long side of the hall where it 
became, after the handwork department had done with it, a stage half 
covered, half apron, Complete with backstage and balcony-cum- 
musicians’ gallery. The school choir and choral society supplied 
madrigals and the songs in the play, and other musical talent found 
outlet with violin and recorders. A trumpeter heralded the start of 
the play.



“12th Heaven" or “Smoke gets in your Eyes"
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The art department designed a charming proscenium and balcony 
and carried out its designs to perfection. The local press has been 
most lavish in its praise and the Society feels it has more than justified 
its choice; The Journal praised its “Pageantry and Elizabethan trap
pings” and The Guardian the “insight it gave into Shakespeare’s own 
theatre and a new realisation of the essential rightness of the Elizabethan 
stage for Elizabethan plays”.

“This is Illyria, Lady”

But after all, “the play’s the thing” and the players did not disgrace 
their setting. With costumes supplied by the Nottingham Shakespeare 
Society, they gave of their best and reproduced the gaiety of this 
sunniest of Shakespeare’s plays; fine feathers did indeed go a long way 
towards making them fine birds.

Of a cast which lived its individual parts in a most vivid manner, 
chief honours must go to M. D. Bakewell as Malvolio. His hauteur and 
puritanical dislike of “cakes and ale” and, later, his “unconsciously” 
comic mannerisms before Olivia made the jest played on him quite 
legitimate. Nor was the mad-house scene wanting in pathos. Bake- 
w ell’s versatility was most praiseworthy.

I



“Do you make an ale-house of my lady’s house ?”
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Other characters who lived and loved their parts to a remarkable 
degree were M. A. Roberts as Maria, R. Morley as Sir Toby Belch 
and M. F. Jackson as Sir Andrew Aguecheek. Maria and the other 
two “ladies”—-T. J. Pritchard as Viola and R. G. Toplis as Olivia were 
most lifelike too, having the mischief, sentiment and poise peculiar 
to their respective originals.

It would be invidious to select for mention the other well-portrayed 
characters; it is sufficient to say that one and all gave of their best and 
made a lively and lovely spectacle of wit, colour and beauty on which 
audiences on four nights gazed enraptured.

To enhance the production and assist in creating an Elizabethan 
atmosphere, an exhibition of models, drawings and designs contributed 
by The Intermediate School, Dudley, I'he Old Vic Theatre Company 
and the Nottingham Playhouse, was displayed in the vestibule.

The characters and helpers are (with few omissions, we hope) as 
follows:—
The Madrigal Singers . . B. J. Arthur, C. Cresswell, B. M. Jukes, P, D.

Manser, A. R. Walker, J. P. Wood.
Curio 
A Lord 
Three Pages 
Attendants
Orsino, Duke of Illyria
Valentine
Two Sailors
A Sea Captain
Viola, sister to Sebastian
Maria
Sir Toby Belch 
Sir Andrew Aguecheek 
Feste, the Jester 
Two Pages 
Malvolio
Olivia, a rich Countess. . 
Antonio, rescuer of Sebastian 
Sebastian 
Fabian
Three Officers 
Priest
Two Maids of Honour 
Musicians. .

. . G. E. Rodmell 
M. A. Argyle 

S. A. Clark, B. Daft, M. Hayes 
W. Draper, H. Shenvood, B. G. Coxon 

C. E. Veall 
M. H. Jones 

B. J. Wood, J. W. Wood 
R. A. Lomas 

T. J. Pritchard 
M. A. Roberts 

.. R. Morley 
M. F. Jackson 

R. Lester
D. Crudgington, A. B. Roberts 

M. D. Bakewell 
R. G. Toplis 

A. Lee 
J. Waller 

P. D. Wheeler 
r. L. Butler, E. J. Copley, P. Schwarz 

W. S. Beasley 
D. Clarke, W. A. Jenner 

B. Juffs, J. C. Cocks, J. F. Hankin
Prompter: C. R. Jackson

Stage Staff: C. F. Fordham, J. H. Morley, D. R. Wragg, B. G. Coxon,
W. Draper, M. Farrand, H. Sherwood, R. Wiltshire.
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Lighting: W. A. Towlson, J. C. Cocks, P. R. Godfrey, D. E. Hacking.
Costume: J. W. Perry, P. A. Stott.
Properties: I. C. Aldridge, J. P. Cleaver, H. Drabble, J. W. Holt, J. T. Impey,

THE CHOIR
The Mellish Choir after an experimental year is now established 

and surprisingly enough there are but seven basses to eight tenors. 
This may be due to the fact that there are only six members out of the 
fifty Sixth Formers—and they are all from the Science Sixth. (Shame 
on you Sixth Arts ! Must we look to the Fifths for recruits ?).

In honour of the visit of Dr. Westcott, Inspector of Music for Schools, 
we had practised an arrangement of “Brother James’s Air” and he 
appeared well satisfied with the results. It has been said that the lead 
given by the Choir in Morning Assembly is very effective; we now have 
a useful nucleus of hymns with which we are familiar.

Our next aim is the formation of a Male Voice Section which should 
appeal to the Fifths and Sixths and eventually give us a wider range of 
broken voices in the Mixed Voice Choir.

We look forward to brightening Speech Day proceedings with' a 
performance of “The Heavens are Telling” from Haydn’s “Creation”.

c.c.
THE MADRIGAL GROUP

A backward glance at the activities of the Madrigal Group since its 
inception reveals progress which is by no means unsatisfactory. At 
the beginning of this school year elimination reduced our members 
from eleven to six—this in anticipation of the time when we should 
reach the stage of six-part madrigal singing.

The School play Twelfth Night gave us a unique opportunity for 
displaying our skill, which we did in “Flow, O My Tears”, “Coventry 
Carol”, and “All Creatures Now Are Merry Minded”. These 
madrigals were well received, although we must admit to a rather 
shaky rendering on the first night. But this was due to nervousness.

After settling down to a quiet term we hope to become familiar with 
more five-part madrigals and eventually have six-part pieces in our 
repertoire. C.C.
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MUSIC SOCIETY
Chairman: P. D. M anser  ̂ Secretary: B. M. Jukes

Thanks to the prestige gained for us by last year’s secretary, K. J. 
Edge, a keen interest has been maintained in the Music Society.

1 have had enquiries, from members of various parts of the school, 
into what the Society has to offer. In the past it has arranged talks, 
instrumental (mainly pianoforte) and record recitals and visits to 
concerts; programmes of this type are to be continued.

T o recapitulate the Autumn Term’s activities the most interesting 
events only will receive mention. The first meeting missed the aus
pices of Messrs. Edge and Lee but P. D. Manser adequately filled the 
Chair and presented a programme of Ballet Music which included 
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite and Delibes’ Silvia Ballet.

The following week we listened to Dvorak’s Sth Symphony which 
proved very moving to several members.

A Request Programme was preceded by a talk given by Mr. H. B. 
Saggers entitled “Musical Appreciation and its Relation to Society”. 
This is an introductory talk to several more advanced talks expounding 
classical music. The intellectual dissertation mentioned many great 
artists from the time of Plato. Illustrations were added to clarify 
musical form.

A later programme in a quieter mood included compositions for 
violin and piano; unfortunately there was less support for that 
evening.

Four of our members enjoyed the production of “Die Fledermaus” 
by the Viennese Singers at the Albert Hall. The absence of a stage 
took away the finesse but comforting amusement was afforded by the 
fact that one lady of the cast could not rest satisfied with the draping of 
her stole while she waited for her cue.

The officers and three members heard the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra, conducted by Sir Adrian Boult on the evening of Wednesday, 
December 6th. The programme consisted of three works; Elgar’s 
Introduction and Allegro for Strings, Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto 
No. 3 and Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 4. The piano soloist was 
Anatole Kitain with whom the conductor seemed well pleased. How
ever, he received much adverse criticism from the audience. The 
leader, David Wise, of the first violins found favour and showed much



Thirty-two THE CENTAUR

style. Our position was unique in that we could hear a tune float 
gracefully from the double basses through the cellos to the violins 
just above us. Perfect timing almost raised the roof when the per
cussions joined in.

The last visit in the Autumn Term will be to hear the “Messiah” 
at the Albert Hall on December 18th.

THE CHRISTIAN UNION
Secretary: P. D. Manser

Every Tuesday at 4.0 p.m. in the friendly atmosphere of the Library, 
members of the Christian Union have been following a course of 
lectures and discussions entitled “Defining Our Terms”.

This course, intended to clarify important Christian concepts, e.g., 
“What is a Christian ?” and “What is Christian Assurance ?” has been 
presented in as conversational a manner as possible, with speakers drawn 
from varied professions and from all parts of the country. These 
include a consulting engineer from Wolverhampton, a schoolmaster 
from Plymouth (now a parson in Birmingham), and others from 
Leicester and various parts of Nottingham.

Unfortunately we have had to postpone what was to have been the 
climax of our course—a Missionary Film—till next term; end of 
term activities have deprived us of the necessary time for this.

May we repeat our welcome of last term ? Members of all forms 
(and of the Staff) are cordially invited to our meetings. Next term’s 
programme will include films and filmstrips, as well as lectures and 
discussions, which we hope will interest new members.

P.D.M.

THE CHESS CLUB
Captain: K. C. A. Blasdale
Secretary: E. J. C opley

The Club meetings have been full to capacity since the beginning 
of the Autumn Term and on many occasions a large number of boys 
have been turned away.

Unfortunately the support both for the school and the lunch
time meetings comes almost entirely from the Middle and Lower 
School, and consequently our teams are somewhat inexperienced.

The senior team have played only one match this season and lost 
it to the Nottingham High School (2—4). The under 15 side have so 
far beaten High Pavement (4—2), drawn with Mundella (3—3) and
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lost to the Manvers School (11—4J). We must congratulate J. S. 
Robinson on his unbeaten record in school matches since the inception 
of the club. We wish him continued success in his present position 
at second board.

Every effort must be made to win the Junior Championship after 
a lapse of one year and also to retain the Senior Cup for a third suc
cessive year. Judging from the enthusiasm which the club displays 
we have many successful seasons ahead of us. J.C.C.

THE MELLISH SOCIETY
This term the Society has lived, owing to outside circumstances, 

a rather restricted life.
The most enterprising suggestion yet made, that of a trip through 

the city sewers, fell through on account of the fact that the latter were 
inaccessible as well as dirty. The proposed visit to Clifton Estate 
sewers was cancelled also, this time owing to the weather.

The second disappointment, due to handicaps too numerous to 
mention, was the collapse of the proposed dancing classes. However, 
good news for the enthusiasts is that we propose to start after Xmas,

The Society had many interesting evenings however, by no means 
the least being a talk by Sergt. Spray of the Traffic Dept, on his 
“Experiences in the Force”.

Debates and musical evenings were also enjoyed, but unfortunately 
the tastes of the majority in music did not coincide with those of the 
secretary.

With Xmas worries a thing of the past we hope next year to get back 
to our visits programme and a good time should be had by most.

J.F.H.

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
On three occasions between September and Christmas, parties of boys 

from Middle and Senior forms were privileged to visit the Playhouse; 
the plays were Shaw’s You Never Can Tell, Shakespeare’s Merry 
Wives of Windsor and Barrie’s The Admirable Crichton.

We are by now used to expecting the Playhouse’s novel treatment of 
a classical play; nor were we disappointed in any of these three. You 
Never Can Tell began with the characters “holding it” until the 
Victorian photographer had taken their photographs, when they came 
to life and lived the story of the play. The ascent of a balloon and the
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passing of a steamer helped the decorative effect as well as accentuated 
the Victorianism of furnishings, costumes, manners and morals. 
It was a most enlightening visit.

The liveliness of The Merry Wives astounded us; we had found it 
rather dull to read. But the heartiness with which Ursula O’Leary 
and Betty Lucas entered into the spirit of the practical joking, and the 
f  orthright gullibility of Ralph Wilson (as Falstaffjand barefaced jealousy 
of Robert Cartland (as Mr. Ford) kept the play alive and moving 
throughout. The stylised scenery both of the streets of London and 
the forest at Windsor gave just that air of fairytale that helped us to 
believe in the unbelievable.

We were particularly anxious to see The Admirable Crichton, for 
two years ago we had done it as our school play. But how different 
we found this ! No attempt at realism, but, under the guise of a ballet 
company suddenly called on to do Crichton, a bow-tie here to represent 
full dress, an apron for a servant, an (impossible) crown for an earl, 
a huge “Mrs. Beeton” for the entrance to the servant’s quarters and 
a similarly huge “Debrett” to the family’s, w ith the characters introduc
ing themselves in the words of Barrie’s stage directions—everything 
tended to the burlesque. Yet the result was Barrie out-Barried, his 
comedy underlined and his message brought home with all its mock 
seriousness and sly whimsicality. Barrie wrould have applauded it as 
doing and being exactly w'hat he intended—and what well-meaning 
producers had failed to do for forty years—and its producer, Leon 
Gluckman’s, own part before the second act was not out of keeping 
even if it was not Barrie’s invention.

We have the pleasure of three more visits to come before July.
C.F.F. (VI) 
J.H.M.

HOUSE NOTES
BLUE HOUSE

House Officials
House Captain: G. D. P. Wallen
House Vice-Captain: F. G. Gadsby
Rugby Captain: G. D. P. Wallen
Athletics Captain: G. D. P. Wallen
Swimming Captain: J. Hudson

I must, first, on behalf of the House, express our regret that K. 
Aldred should leave at the height of a successful Captaincy of both 
House and School. We all wish him the best of luck in his new venture.
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Since our last issue three championships have been decided. In 
cricket we gained resounding victories in the Senior and the Junior 
matches, not losing a game. Both cups are ours !

In athletics and swimming we were less fortunate. We have, of 
late, been hard hit by the leaving of many of our seniors, with the result 
that our sports teams have suffered. In athletics our Seniors came third 
although with more effort and enthusiasm over the standards we should 
have obtained many more points. The same weakness affected the 
Middles and the Juniors. Standard points can settle the issue and it 
is up to every boy to pull his weight; it must not be left to the finalists.

Our display in swimming was also disappointing, but rather through 
lack of material than effort. Frequent practices are being held and 
we look forward to future successes. Let us remember that “every 
cloud has a silver lining”, and we shall, with effort, eventually emerge 
into the sunshine of success;

The following colours have been awarded:—
Cricket

Senior: Aldred, K. (Capt.); Drakeford, M .; Morley, J.; Greasley, T .;
Smith, G.; Whyman, J.

Junior Baldwin, G.; Worthington, T . ; Walker, G. R.
Athletics

Senior: Wallen, G. D. P. (Capt.), Hardwick, D. J.; Smith, G. W.;
Whyman, J.

Junior: Walker, G. R.; Whyman, J.
Swimming

Senior: Hudson, J. (Capt.); Jackson, R. A.; Roberts, E. H.
G.D.P.W.

GREEN HOUSE
We bade farewell last term to D. Weston, House Captain and Rugby 

Captain, whose unceasing efforts helped so much towards winning the 
Hurt Cup.

Although we can congratulate ourselves on this achievement, chief 
praise must go to the Juniors. Apart from the Hurt Cup, three cups 
were gained—all by the Juniors—and in cricket and swimming the 
Junior teams were only narrowly beaten. It is clear that greater efforts 
should and must be made by the Seniors.

As expected, we performed creditably in the swimming sports. 
Special mention must be made of D. Lack, who won both his races 
as well as contributing to our victories in the two relay races. The 
House won the Norman Cup for Junior Athletics but the least said 
of the Seniors the better ! Despite sterling efforts by M. F. Jackson,
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D. G. Parris, C. A. Sharpe, in our Senior Cricket match, we were 
easily beaten by Yellow House who, in turn, were defeated by a sound 
Blue House team.

This year we must not rest on our laurels. The Juniors should win 
the Rugby Cup without difficulty and it is to be hoped that the 
Senior team, although it has only a small nucleus of First and Second 
team members, will do well. By the completion of these matches we 
must command a clear lead in the House Championships.

J.M.P.
The following officials have been appointed since the last issue of 

the Centaur:—
House Captain: J. M. Parsons
Vice-Captain: J. Hankin
Senior Rugby Captain: M. F. Jackson 
Vice-Captain: R. Lester
Junior Rugby Captain: R. Greaves.

The following House Colours have been awarded :—
Senior Athletics: J. Hankin.
Junior Athletics: R. Greaves, D. Daykin, J. R. Twells.
Senior Cricket: C. A. Sharpe, M. F. Jackson.
Junior Cricket: P. Brouard, J. M. Brownhill, K. Greasley.
Senior Swimming: J. M. Parsons, K. B. Raley.
Junior Swimming: M. E. Hatcher, D. Lack, D. J. Pinkney.

RED HOUSE
House O fficials

House Captain: J. S. Robinson
Vice-Captain: D. G. Brown
Rugby Captain 'I C. E. Veall
Swimming Captain J
Joint Athletics Captains: M. H. Jones and 

I. C. Aldridge 
Cricket Captain: J. S. Robinson

Congratulations to Green House on winning the Hurt Cup once 
again !

But what all members of the House, particularly the Juniors, should 
ask themselves is: “Why didn’t Reds win it ?”. The Seniors are 
blameless in that they won the Rugby Cup, Senior Athletics, Swim
ming Cup, and eventually the Houston Cup for the Senior House 
Championship. The Juniors, on the other hand, supported the other 
Houses in everything except Swimming, which they won.

We have confidence that the Senior Rugby Cup and Senior Athletics 
will stay in Red House and thus provide an excellent chance of our 
winning the Senior House Trophy again. This means we must have
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an all-out effort by each Junior member so that next year the other 
Houses will be congratulating Red House and not as is too often the 
case—Red House congratulating them.
, Finally, congratulations to G. S. Humphreys, last year’s House 
Captain, on being accepted at Charing Cross Hospital ! With him 
go our best wishes for his future success.
House Colours 1949-50

Rugby
Senior: J. S. Robinson (re-award), C. E. Veall, G. S. Humphreys.

Cricket
Senior: J. S. Robinson, K, Dove.

Athletics
Senior: G. S. Humphreys (re-award), M. H. Jones.
Middle: N. C. Kerr
Junior: P. Smith

Swimming
Senior: M. J. Dean.
Middle: J. A. Ward.
Junior: M. Hardy. J.S.R.

YELLOW HOUSE
Last year we had a good chance of retaining the Hurt Cup but were 

“pipped at the post” by Greens whom we congratulate heartily.
The Senior cricket eleven managed to reach the final chiefly through 

the leadership of H. R. Hill, but were beaten by Blue House.
We started off well in the Swimming competition but finished third 

to Red House and Green House.
Hard work and practice will be the only way we can hope to succeed 

this year for we cannot say we are superior in any branch of sport to the 
other Houses.

Fortunately the Senior cricket eleven has not suffered from people 
leaving school so our prospects in the summer are somewhat brighter 
than usual.

We have an average Junior Rugby team and we should be well- 
placed in the Seniors although we do not expect this year to be the 
winners of the championship.

Our chances in athletics and swimming cannot be forecast yet as 
little or no knowledge can be gained about many of the Juniors.

Summing up and repeating that hard work must be put in and 
practices must be fully attended, we foresee that our chances this year 
are by no means slight.

P.D.W.
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TEN YEARS AGO
(Extracts from “The Centaur”, Vol. 10, No.’20)

With this issue the Old Boys’ Association took over publication of 
The Centaur for the duration of the war, so preserving the continuity 
of the Mellish chronicles, and forming a valuable link between the 
school and old boys in the forces.

Twenty-two boys cycled to Walkeringham, near Retford, during 
the summer holidays to spend eleven days at a Government harvesting 
scheme base there.

Air Training Corps news included recognition by the Air Council 
of the Henry Mellish School Flight No. 639.

A list of 166 Old Boys with the Colours was printed in this issue.

PARENT/STAFF ASSOCIATION
Two meetings were held in the Autumn Term. Before the meeting 

on 3rd October, First Form parents were addressed by the President 
of the Association, Mr. A. E. Clark, who spoke on the aims of the 
Association. The Headmaster spoke on the aims and activities of the 
School. This was followed by a Film Show provided by the Notting
ham Branch of the Central Office of Information. The Films were 
mainly concerned with educational development since the 1944 Act. 
The Show was much appreciated, and we are indebted to the Film 
Officers and the operator for their co-operation.

Further Careers Talks were given on Wednesday, 8th November. 
Mr. White, the Careers Master, opened the meeting with a general 
talk on Careers. He was followed by Mr. L. P. Kearin of Boots 
Pure Drug Co., who spoke on Pharmacy. The committee express their 
thanks to the speakers for their services.

We are looking forward with some interest to the Brains Trust 
arranged for Tuesday, 23rd January, 1951. The subject is “University 
Life” and we hope to have as members of the Trust, Mr. B. L. 
Ilallward, Vice-Chancellor of Nottingham University, Mr. A. T. 
Humphrey, Nottingham Appointments Officer, Ministry of Labour 
and National Service, Mr. K. Pickthorn, M.P. for Carlton Division 
and a Student Representative from the Cambridge University Union. 
The Headmaster will be the Question Master.
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NEWS OF OLD BOYS
K. R. S. Brooks ('33-'38): Married Miss Eileen E. S. Lister, 

7th October, 1950. Best man was G. W. Thompson (’32-’38).

K. H. Butler ('31-'36): Has a son, Paul, born 4th September, 1950.

J. S. Jennison ('38-'44): After finishing his Flying Training Course, 
received his Wings at a passing-out parade at Heany, Bulawayo, 
S. Rhodesia. He was afterwards presented by Sir John Kennedy, 
Governor of S. Rhodesia, with the Cup of Honour for the best all-round 
cadet of the Class.

R. Maxwell ('35-'40): We regret to record the death of Captain 
Maxwell whilst inspecting factory defences at Wittern, Germany, 
14th September, 1950.

H. T. Scothorne, S.C.A. ('29-'33): Admitted in September, 1950, 
into partnership of Mellors, Basden and Mellors, Chartered 
Accountants.

L. H. Street ('37-'44): Married to Miss Kathleen Cramp, 12th 
November, 1950.

G. D. A. Walford ('30-'35): Awarded the Diploma of Public 
Administration of London University.

J. R. Harrison ('40-'47): Awarded B.Sc., 1st Class Honours, 
Chemistry, and the John Miller Thompson Medal (1949-50).

BADMINTON CLUB
We are pleased to report that the Badminton Club has been revived. 

Mr. L. H- Morley is responsible for making this possible and he will 
be pleased to see Old Boys and their lady friends in the School 
Gymnasium on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. Table tennis is also 
available in the Hall and it is to be hoped that as many as possible 
will join the Club and ensure its success.
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PROSE AND VERSE
THOUGHTS ON THE PRESENT (FAR-EASTERN) 

DISCONTENTS
I fear there is no time again; 
again there is no time I fea r- 
no time to check 
an oft-repeated fault; 
no time to turn and smack 
a bloated, red hand, 
a greedy, clutching hand 
which proffers bitter powders 
in spoonfuls of thick, red jam; 
no time for men to make an effort 
and put two and two together 
to make five instead of three.
And yet there’s time for sundries— 
for eating and for drinking, 
for ice-cream, fish and chips, 
and for constitutional changes.
The men in the street still march 
and shout, “ Down with the T.U.C.”
And the sun and the moon rise and set.
But still there is no time— 
no time at all I fear.

J.F.H. (VI U.A.)

LIKE A TEA-TRAY IN THE SKY 
(With apologies to Lewis Caroll)

“ Twinkle, twinkle, little bat !
How I wonder what you’re at !
Up above the world you fly,
Like a tea-tray in the sky.”

Did the Hatter see a bat that looked like a tea-tray ? There seems to 
be plenty of material evidence recently that there really was a tea-tray 
in the sky. Unfortunately it appears to have been tipped up, dropping 
a saucer here and there, not to mention several lumps of ice, a foot 
square and an inch and a half thick. We can rest assured that whoever 
ate off this phenomenal tea-tray would not be satisfied with a saucer 
full of ice. It is far more likely that the saucer held a cup, and that the 
ice was used to cool a glass of lemonade-—this would explain the heavy 
water which followed the descent of the ice.
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Would it not be prudent for the Government to prepare for the 
descent of the cups which the saucers held, for the torrential shower 
of tea-leaves from the cups followed perhaps by the storm of milk and 
occasional lumps of sugar hurtling earthwards ? This is, indeed, 
a top-priority consideration, as few umbrellas could withstand such 
storms.

If the size of such lumps of sugar bore any relation to the size of the 
ice we might even be able to dispense with Mr. Cube. Here indeed is 
an answer to the dollar shortage—Britain exporting sugar to America! 
The prospect of the tray having contained other edibles is evermore 
heartening. We might wake up one morning at the foot of a mountain 
of ham sandwiches. What a gold mine would be created if the tray 
bore a packet of giant cigarettes ! Scientists would be well advised 
to devote their skill to upsetting further tea-trays.

P.R.S. (VI U.Sc.)

SIC TRANSIT GLORIA. . . .
One day, when I was a member of a mere fourth form I was some

what astonished (I will not say “completely astounded,” since with the 
passage of time at the Mellish, one comes to accept revolutionary 
events with a calm indifference) to witness a group of females approach
ing the school. The girls all wore green uniforms and resembled a 
crocodile (I hasten to add that it was the formation of the group which 
was reminiscent of that reptile) as they wended their way through the 
main entrance. The idea of girls invading the all-male sanctity of the 
Mellish was one which gave a new piquancy to my insatiable curiosity. 
Conscious of ill-mannered stares, admiring and otherwise, the girls, 
employing that essentially feminine gait, proceeded slowly towards the 
cloakroom. I wondered for some time whether Ronald Searle’s 
creations had become animated, but I abandoned the idea since I had 
seen no evidence of either machine-guns or hockey sticks. The pos
sible reasons for the presence of these representatives of the opposite 
sex, were still irritating me, when I noticed that the members of the 
Sixth Form were assembled in the Hall. They all had shining faces, 
whether from embarrassment or Lifebuoy soap I did not know; 
occasionally one of them would comb his hair surreptitiously. Then 
the strains of a waltz tune made me realise that the Sixth Form Dancing 
class was in progress.

Now I am a member of the exalted Sixth Form I find that the Dancing 
Class and other privileges are no longer in existence.

Sic transit gloria mundi . . . .
M.A.A. (VI L.A.)
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GAMES PERIODS
It is Wednesday afternoon; a cold wind is whirling around the field 

and snow is imminent. The bell has gone for the end of the first period 
and the Fifth and Sixth have games again. Does the cold weather 
daunt the daring Sixth (or Fifth) ? Not on your life ! But alas, many 
of them are unable to play because colds, sprains and play practices 
have taken toll of the players. Those who are lucky enough to be able 
to play cannot just rush out and play straight away, for there are many 
things to be done first such as satchels to be packed for the evening’s 
meditation. This job is one that should be, and is in fact, done well. 
Kit has to be found and it is surprising how hard it is to find it when it 
is needed.

Now the scene changes to the dressing room. Ten, twelve, fifteen 
even twenty minutes pass and still the careful preparations continue. 
The care is comparable even to the care the professional footballer 
takes. Now at last they are ready; they leave the dressing room and 
dash out to the field. There is no more strolling now because “Baby, 
is it cold outside ?”

The scene is now the field where those who are ready are scattered, 
kicking balls about. The masters call the boys together and they come 
from hither and thither. Are they haggling and arguing, trying to get 
in the first or second games ?

We shall never know, for the whistles blow for the start while the 
school bell rings, heralding the end of the first of the two games 
periods.

P.S. (V1L.A.)

CIVILIZATION ?
Are all industrial cities like the one I was in for a short time in the 

summer ? The suburbs spread out in all directions like the black 
tentacles from an upturned bucket of tar, engulfing the woods, trees 
and fields of the countryside. A slowly creeping ribbon of filthy water 
made its way through the centre of the city to the sea, leaving behind it 
the bacilli of disease.

The people living there seemed emaciated, weary creatures with 
red-rimmed eyes peering belligerently from beneath cloth caps, 
appearing suspicious lest I was a plain-clothes policeman or some 
“nosey sneak” from the Ministry, come to take away their rights. It 
is difficult to see what these “rights” are. Certainly they have the 
right to live and breed in filthy tenements, to sleep six in a bed, and to 
bring up children in the atmosphere of the stench of the sewers, children 
who will, inevitably, eventually become familiar with the vice and
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immorality rampant in such quarters. They have the right to help elect 
a government which will promise, as many before it have promised, 
to relieve their sufferings. But life in the town will still go on in the same 
old way. The government will find some other crisis to which it will 
then direct its attention.

Most of the vice (and the worst of it) is to be found around the docks, 
where it is aided by the cosmopolitan nature of the inhabitants. Here, 
where public-houses and dens of vice abound, many of the youth of the 
nation are being corrupted to form the criminal element amongst the 
future citizens.

Just outside the town is a ring of small villages where, because of the 
size of the communities, crime is less common and vice more rare. 
Are cities, which have been called “the hall-mark of civilization,” 
so civilized after all ?

G.E.R. (VI L.A.)

THE HUMBLE SWINE
Here grovelling in the filth I lie,
A-grunting at the passers by.
And all my life is lived for nowt 
For I must die with severed throat.

My meagre diet always will 
Be bitter acorns and pigswill.
Men’s homes grow better day by day,
But low in these foul sties we stay.

You use us with most cruel abuse,
And put us to one only use.
What would you do, if with your fork 
You could not eat your tasty pork ?
And also, if I’m not mistaken,
You would be lost without your bacon.

You say we’re fat, and greedy too,
But every pig knows that’s untrue,
For grace and virtue, what e’er’s said,
Lie hid behind my hairy head.
So while you’re in your gardens fine,
So happy while the sun doth shine,
Think of the hardships that are mine,
Think of your friend, the Humble Swine.

J.W.A. (VA)
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ENGLAND—1951
Of our Labour Party I’ll sing you a song, 
O f how it has helped our old country along.

W e’ve plenty of coal,
And groundnuts to spare, 
False teeth cost you nothing, 
The same with false hair.
Our railways are excellent,
But they’re losing dough, 
Because, I’m afraid,
The fares are too low.
Nye’s houses are lovely, 
(While private rents soar !) 
Although I confess,
We could do with some more. 
Doctor Dalton’s finances 
D idn’t work out too well,
But since we’ve had Cripps, 
W e’re as sound as a bell.
Gas and electricity 
Supplies are quite good. 
W e’ve candles in plenty,
And as for our food—
Why, it is far better 
Than ever it’s been;
Regard Mrs. Braddock—
On beef is she keen,
Especially that sold 
By our dear Argentine.

W e’ve no unemployment,
Not one jot or tittle—
Marshall Aid may have helped,
But only a little.
Our exports are booming,
Great profits we’re earning,
Though some, I’m afraid,
Have been eaten by vermin.
W e’ve plenty of petrol,
Although those vile Tories 
Said we had none to spare—
They tell some tall stories !
W e’re on good terms with ev’ryone,
E.g. Russia and China;
In Korea our affairs 
Just couldn’t be finer.
W e’re on top of the world,
W e’re cock o’ the roost,
And the Festival of Britain 
Will give us a boost.
(On Sunday the tourists,
Will walk down the Strand,
And vow that they’ve ne’er seen 
Before, such a land.)
‘Twas H erbert’s idea,
As no doubt you know,

And when it comes off, to you it will show
How high we’ve raised Britain from being lowest of the low.

J.II.M. (VI L.A.)

WHAT ! NO SPACE SHIP ?
I was one among thousands, who, one clear October night in 1950, 

did not witness the advent to this planet of a Martian space ship.
The night was cool and clear. The moon was full and there was not a 

cloud in the sky. At approximately 1.30 a.m. I was not aroused from 
my sleep by a low, continuous purring sound, somewhere in the stillness 
outside. On looking out of my bedroom window I did not see a silvery 
cigar-shaped object, hovering above the tree-tops. This contraption
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did not gradually sink to rest in a nearby field. A door in the side of 
the machine did not open and a number of beings, about three feet in 
height and dressed in green, did not climb out of it on to the ground. 
Their heads were not encased in transparent helmets and they did 
not gaze about them in awe and wonder. After a while they did not 
re-enter their space ship and it did not slowly rise from the ground 
and then suddenly speed away into space. Having seen none of these 
events, I turned over and went back to sleep.

In the morning I pondered whether or not to notify the authorities, 
but knowing that I was one among millions who had not seen these 
strange incidents, I decided to leave it to someone else.

J.D.D. (IVA)

A NIGHT AT CAMP
Dusk had fallen and I was at least two hundred miles from home. 

The weather was wet and cold and I had been out in the rain for two 
hours, preparing supper for my fellow Scouts. Cheese, biscuits and 
cocoa were on the menu, and as I spread the butter on the biscuits I 
could hear the others talking in the tents, and wished I could have been 
with them in the warmth. I heard also the scratching of a hedgehog 
which we had caught in some nettles earlier in the day; doves cooed 
softly to each other, and there was also the distant sound of the hoot of 
an owl. I stopped buttering, and, glancing up, saw tiny bats flitting 
soundlessly amongst the branches of the trees in the wood a little above 
our camp.

I thought of my parents and of my brother, and suddenly I realized 
what I owed to them. I thought too of my cat and how he would miss 
me. I blinked back my tears and thought of the present, and tears 
came again as I thought of my failure to obtain my Cook’s badge to add 
to those already on my sleeves. Deep in thought I returned to the fire 
to see if the water was boiling.

While serving the cocoa the Scoutmaster bade me pack up and go to 
bed, telling me that I’d had enough for one day and could clean the 
billies in the morning. I went into the tent, peeled off my socks and 
saw how horribly my feet were wrinkled, sodden with water. Putting 
on some dry socks to keep my feet warm, I crawled into my sleeping- 
bag and was soon fast asleep.

H.W. (IIIc)
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LEARNING TO SWIM
I remember very well the time when I first learned to swim. I 

went down to the Trent with a few friends who could swim and were 
determined to teach me. After changing we all went down to the 
water where my friend jumped in immediately but I stood shivering on 
the bank. At last I was persuaded to join them.

The water gripped my ankles like a clammy hand. I was standing 
in six inches of water thinking that very soon it would be up to my chin 
and wondering when the awful and sudden drop that my parents had 
often told me about would come. I plodded on a few faltering steps 
and then stopped again. Then something tickled my foot. It was a 
fish. There were hundreds of them, I told my pals, hoping half
heartedly that they would give up the idea of teaching me to swim, to 
catch the fish in jam-jars. But they were not having any and were 
determined to carry on with their task. I started walking again until 
the current was tearing relentlessly at my bathing trunks in its efforts 
to pull me under. I decided after some thought that I did not want 
to go under and I braced myself against the pull.
' In the distance it seemed to me a ghostly face was bobbing above the 

water. I approached it cautiously and suddenly I was grasped and held 
up on the surface by a hand under my stomach. I started to kick my 
legs out and move my arms in the way I had been told. After carrying 
on happily like this for a short time, the hand slowly began to move 
from under me. It was like the last thread supporting me being cut 
and I began to panic.

I threshed my legs and arms about widly, but by some miraculous 
means I was moving, slowly and surely moving and with more luck 
than judgment towards the nearest, not the farthest, bank. I did 
not realise this until I hit my knee on the bottom. Very soon I was 
crawling up the bank gasping like a fish out of water. My pals were 
cheering me but I did not notice this as I was thinking of one thing 
only. I could SWIM. R.N.S. (V Sc.)

(1) THE SWOT
Hence! loathed sportsmen,
With bikes and bats galore,
Hence! loathed cricketers,
And come this way no more.

Give me a book and solitude,
A song with lovely strains.
I will not run about in shorts,
And waste my gift of brains.
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C ■ from me, all you o’ergrown babe? 
V io play with bats and balls.

11 go down to the ballet,
And sit in the front stalls.

If you would lead this silly life.
Of strength and speed and luck.
I’ll live not with you, no not I,
I’ll get back to my book.

(2) THE SPORTSMAN
Hence! melancholy bookworm.
With book and ink and pen;
Hence! ballet watcher,
Who broods just like a hen.

Give me a bike or bat and ball;
I’ll use it all the day.
I’ll go not to a concert hall,
Or listen to a play.

Get from me, loathed bookworm, 
Otherwise known as swot;
Give me a game of football;
I play it quite a lot.

If you will lead this dismal life,
O f books, ballet and plays,
You’ll not have me to share that life, 
Not throughout all my days.

J.B.C. (IVb)



Forty-eight THE CENTAUR

WHO ?
"Who broke that chair ?” the master said,
In tones strict and severe,
But not the slightest sound did fall,
Upon his waiting ear.

“Who spilt that ink, my little man,
Upon my paper white ?
I swear that if I find him out 
He won’t sit down tonight.”

“Who broke that little window 
In the wash-house door,
And sprinkled all the bits of glass 
On the form-room floor ?”

To all these age-old questions 
To us the answer’s plain,
But the master never knows
Who broke the chair, who spilled the ink or broke the wash-house pane.

W.J. (Mb)
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