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HENRY MELLISH GRAMMAR SCHOOL - FIRST XI 1949

P. G. Wildgust K. Pickering, G. N. Fearn, G. A. Mottershaw, K. C. Starling, K Aldred Mr. E. A. Burnham
P. H. Brealey, H. R. Hill, J. C. Hcmpstock, The Headmaster, I. P. MacLeod, N. E. Binch, J. S. Robinson.
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EDITORIAL

While most schoolboys say that they hate school, most old men will 
swear that their schooldays were the happiest days of their lives. 
Evidently the weaker eyes become, the more pleasant schooldays appear!

This might imply that this magazine, the record of our schooldays, 
has no appeal for us to-day, and that we shall appreciate it only when 
we are old. Let us, then, tie it up with ribbon, carefully storing it 
away for the delight of our old age.

We will, however, first briefly scan its pages—which even to-day are 
often amusing. To those who went, the records of school visits are 
interesting, for they know what really happened ! Cricketers find 
amusement in the official record of games, and members of school 
societies in Society Notes. Some appreciate subtle references made to 
masters or to prefects; others enjoy guessing whose are the initials at 
the end of the various articles, and they alone have the privilege of 
cocking a snoot at the author to express their disapproval.

But think, oh ! think what far greater joys will be ours when we are 
Old Boys—fathers—old men ! A word, a phrase, in the following 
pages, will jolt our hazy memories into a clearer recollection of the 
“happiest days” we now enjoy. What toothless mouths will grin in 
remembrance of punishments received, if seldom merited ! What 
shining bald tops will blush and glow in recollection of the sporting 
glories recorded in these pages ! All our death-beds will be littered 
with copies of the Centaur, and no sexton will be able to subdue 
our happy, chuckling corpses.

However, eager though we may be to taste that happiness, we must 
wait patiently, as did our fathers before us, for old age and “its aching 
joys . . .  its dizzy raptures.” Anyone too eager, anyone who tries 
now to make his schooldays happy, will fail and soon find himself in 
trouble. And he will, eventually, become embittered at his failure, turn 
pessimist and perhaps even reach maturity without having realised 
that “schooldays were the happiest days of his life.”

J.M.L.
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School Captain : 
Vice-Captain : 
Prefects :

R. Seneschall.
D. Weston.
K. J. Edge, G. N. Fearn, R. A. Hawksworth,
H. R. Hill, G. S. Humphreys, D. L. Kirk, J. M. 
Lee, I. P. MacLeod, G. A. Mottershaw, J. M. 
Parsons.

Sub-Prefects : K. Aldred, A. J. Bayley, C. G. Cargill, J. C. Clarke,
M. L. A. Cutts, J. G. Davey, E. Dove, D. Garlick, 
R. Hamilton, J. W. S. Lee, B. C. Mowbray, A. E. 
Osborne, P. A. Preston, G. M. Reeve, J. S. 
Robinson, K. A. Rushworth, J. B. Smith, M. H. 
Stonelake, A. Tyers, G. D. P. Wallen.

Captain of 
Rugby Football: G. S. Humphreys.

Vice-Captain : D. Weston.
House Captains : Blue: G. A. Mottershaw. Red: G. S. Humphreys.

G reen: D. Weston. Yellow: R. Seneschall.

SCHOOL NOTES
The School Year, 1949-1950, began on September 7th with 565 

boys, including 106 new boys.
We welcome to the Staff this term, Mr. P. Crofts, Mr. R. E. 

Kimmons, Mr. H. B. Saggers and Mr. C. R. Swaby; and (as temporary 
master), filling Mr. Cross’s place, Mr. C. W. Turner; also as Assistant 
Fran9ais, Monsieur M. R, Badou.
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Mr. E. G. Cross left on Nov. 30th, after over eighteen years’ service 
to the school, to take up at Southfield School, Oxford, a similar position 
to the one he filled here. By doing so he joins the other members of 
his family who are now settled there.

Mr. Cross was in charge of Chemistry here, and had some excellent 
University Entrance and Scholarship results to his credit. But he was 
more generally known as Blue House Master (having held that position 
since the formation of the House System) and Scoutmaster—in both 
of which capacities his energies were boundless and most successfully 
employed. Two of his characteristically enthusiastic accounts of Scout 
activities will be found in later pages.

In bidding him farewell and presenting him with a cheque and a 
travelling case on behalf of the Staff and boys, the Headmaster referred 
to his numerous services to the school, not the least being his out
standing ability as organiser of dances, whist-drives and socials to 
raise money for such causes as Blue House, Scout Camp and Old Boys’ 
War Memorial Funds.

He takes with him to Oxford, our best wishes for a continuation of 
the happiness which he seemed to find in everything he did here.

We congratulate the following seventeen boys on having been 
awarded County Major Scholarships—A. Brittain, R. Casterton, 
J. Etches, D. Grundy, M. Hart, A. Hickingbotham, A. Martin, N. 
Nicholson, B. Richards, R. Smith, E. H. Ward, P. Wildgust, G. 
Richards, F. Farnworth, J. Bowler, M. Groocock, J. Hill.

The Endowment Prize for the best School Certificate was this year 
gained by A. A. Dalby; he obtained five “Very Goods” and three 
“Credits”.

School Cricket Colours for 1949 have been awarded to J. C. 
Hempstock (re-award), H. R. Hill, N. Binch and J. S. Robinson.

A new award of a team cap has been made to each boy to play in 
the 1st XI. This year the following have each gained one I. P. 
MacLeod, G. A. Mottershaw, K. Aldred, P. H. Brealey, G. N. Fearn, 
P. G. Wildgust, K. C. Starling, E. Dove, K. Pickering and J. Morley.

Hempstock, Hill, Binch, Robinson and Mottershaw played in the 
County Grammar Schools Trial Match, and Hempstock, Hill and 
Binch gained their County Caps.

The School is most grateful to the following firms for entertaining 
parties of Fifth Formers after their School Certificate examinations 
were ended last July The Brough Superior and the Brush Electrical 
Engineering Companies; Messrs. Boots, Players and the Raleigh Cycle 
Company; Messrs. Gunn & Moore, the Stanton Ironworks, Shipstone’s 
Brewery and the Carlton Cinema.
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There were two visits to the Playhouse, to matinees, during the 
Autumn Term. On October 4th, 80 boys and masters saw Pygmalion 
and on December 6th, 130 saw The Guinea Pig.

The Guinea Pig was the play chosen by the School Dramatic 
Society for presentation, on the three evenings, 13th, 14th and 15th 
December, to parents and friends of the school.

The Mellish Society, suspended during the war, resumed activities 
in September; an interesting account of its meetings appears later.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, McCandless, Goodall, Marshall, Smith, Good, J. M. Lee, 
G. M. Reeve and R. Seneschall.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines and 
apologise for possible omissions :—  The Gong, The Granthamian, The 
Lion Rampant, The Mitrey The Mundella Magazine, The Newtonian, 
The Pavior, The Magazine of the Royal College, Ceylon.

M. R. NORTH
It is with very great sorrow that we record the 

death, on 5th October, 1949 in the City Hospital, of 
M. R. North in his seventeenth year.

He entered the Sixth Form in September, after 
matriculating in July; had he lived he would 
undoubtedly have taken a major part in many phases 
of school life.

His contributions to The Centaur, to Cricket 
and to Scouting had earned him general esteem, 
and we mourn that so much promise will never be 
fulfilled.

To his mother and his brother Paul (1941— 1946) 
we extend our most sincere sympathy.
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VALETE
VI Ward, E. H. (S.C. and Matric. 1946; H.S.C. and Inter Science 1948; 

Head Prefect 1948-9), Hadfield, R., Baxter, L. C., Buswell, B. M., 
Chambers, D. B., Cox, E. W., Eames, K. W., Etches, J. E. G., Feam, G. N., 
Grundy, D. M., Williamson, R. A., Hempstock, J. C., Bond, A., Leivers, 
R. A., Barker, H. A., Brittain, A. H., Casterton, R. F., Elsom, F., Famworth,
F. , Frost, D. M., Hart, M. G. R., Hickingbotham, A. S., Hodges, I., 
Levene, R., Martin, A., Roberts, G. N., Smith, A. C., Smith, J. M., 
Smith, R. H., Wildgust, P. G., Collins, R. S. S., Matthews, D., Smart, D.

V Andrew, F. G., Brealey, P. H., Chambers, T. R., Clark, J., Dalby, A. A., 
Daykin, B. J., Foster, D., Goulding, B., Hill, D., Johnson, M. C., Newton, 
A. J., Philipson, N. W., Prentice, T. H., Rowlston, S. A., Turner, D. J., 
Turner, G. B., Watson, J. A., Wealthdale, L. A., Binch, N. E., Burrows,
G. D., Clifford, C. J., Crecraft, D. I., Emblin, R. T., French, B., King, 
G. C., Loach, G., Poole, J. J., Titterton, D., Wagstaff, M., Wardle, K. M., 
Wilkinson, D., Cook, D. P., Davey, A. E., Duncombe, G. S., Garthwaite, 
J. A., Gilliver, A. D., Goodwin, R. J., Grieve, D. J., Horsewood, J., Martin, 
E. C., Munro, J., Ollis, D. B., Reeve, J. M., Renwick, J., Starling, K. C., 
Tovey, J. J., Spalding, C. M., Usher, P., Walters, W. R., Wilson, S.

IV  Evans, P.
I l l  Barsby, D. W., King, G. J. W.
I Clifton, A. N.

AVETE
VI Fordham, C. F., Wragg, D. R., Cooke, P.
IV  Peet, G. L., Wolfe, J. M.
I l l  Leigh, D. F., Wyer, K.
I I  James, A. R.
I Bagworth, J. C., Barnes, W., Beastall, H. R., Booty, G. A., Brooks, M. J., 

Brown, K. A. D., Burden, M. J., Butler, G. F., Chambers, J., Copley, A. E., 
Gardiner, A. A., Glover, J. B., Harwood, C. A., Hayball, B. G., Hill ,P. R., 
Hitchcock, A. C., Hodge, B. T., Holmes, R. K., Lomax, B. J., Miller ,P. G., 
Oldfield, J. D., Pinkney, D. J., Rawding, B., Rippon, D., Rowland, C. G. M., 
Sheppard, T. D., Spittal, G., Stacey, D. A., Taylor, P. D., Welboume, 
C. M., Whiting, P. S., Wilson, A., Worthington, G. B., Armstrong, B. A., 
Ayscough, R. T., Brotherhood, P. J., Burton, R. K., Charvill, M. S., 
Disney, C., Earnshaw, F. W., Hart, B., Haskey, C., Hayes, R., Holmes, R., 
Ingham, C. O., Mayfield, J. H., McMillan, G. J., Metcalf, D. J., Morton, 
W. J. Overton, K. S., Peberdy, J. F., Rabbitts, B., Robson, R. H., Severn, D, 
Sewell, B. A., Shopland, J. G., Smedley, N., Spray, G. P., Pavey, G. S., 
Walker, G. R., Webster, M., Whitby, B. R. H., Whyman, D. R., Winfield, 
K. A. P., Wood, J. P., Baggley, W. R., Concannon, P., Davies, A. J., 
Drakeley, R., Elliott, K., Fletcher, T. J., George, P. A., Gilders, J. D., 
Gooch, C. R., Hammerton, B., Hanna, T., Herring, J., Hodgman, T. A., 
Hogg, B. L., Howden, J. D., Hughes, P. T., Kirk, D., Lane, M. J., 
Malcolm, J. O., Meads, D. W. J., Middleton, I. R., Morley, A., Murfitt, 
G. B., North, J. M., Rees, P., Skeavington, R. A., Skinner, L., Slater, J. F., 
Smith, M., Stuart, M. L., White, P. D.

t
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EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, 1949
L ondon U niversity H igher S chool C ertificate Examination

D. B. Chambers, J. E. G. Etches, (A) G. N. Fearn, D. M. Grundy, (A) J. 
M. Lee, (A) I. P. MacLeod, (A) G. A. Mottershaw, (A) P. A. Preston, 
(S) A. H. Brittain, (S) R. F. Casterton, (S) F. Farnworth, (S,M) M. G. 
R. Hart, (S) A. S. Hickingbotham, (S) D. L. Kirk, (S) J. W. S. Lee, 
(S) R. Levene, (S,M) A. Martin, (S) G. N. Roberts, (S) A. C. Smith, 
(S) R. H. Smith, (S) P. G. Wildgust, H. A. Barker.
Letters (A), (S ), (M) before names denote exemption from Intermediate 

Arts, Science or First M.B. respectively.

L ondon University G eneral S chool C ertificate Examination.
*K. Aldred, *F. G. Andrew, *D. Bestwick, *T. J. Bonnington, *P. H. 
Brealey, *D. B. Brown, T. Bus well, *T. H. Caine, *A. A. Dalby, *B. J. 
Daykin, M. I. Dominy, D. Foster, *F. G. Gadsby, *B. Goulding, *J. F. 
Hankin, *D. Hill, M. C. Johnson, *R. A. Leivers, P. I.Lobb, *R. A. Mea- 
sham, *B. C. Mowbray, *A. J. Newton, *M. R. North, N. W. Philipson, J. E. 
Pickering, T. H. Prentice, *S. A. Roulston, *D. J. Turner, *G. B. Turner, 
J. A. Watson, L. A. Wealthdale, N. E. Binch, D. G. Brown, G. D. Burrows, 
*C. J. Clifford, *J. C. Cocks, *E. Coxon, *D. I. Crecraft, *C. Cresswell, 
R. T. Emblin, B. French, *B. J. George, *G. W. Hammerton, *B. M. Jukes, 
G. C. King, J. W. M. Lewis, G. Loach, *P. D. Manser, *D. McIntyre, 
J. J. Poole, *J. S. Robinson, T. A. Savidge, *P. R. Seed, *R. Smeeton, 
D. Titterton, *W. A. Towlson, *M. Wagstaffe, G. D. P. Wallen, K. M. 
Wardle, *D. Wilkinson, A. Bond, R. S. S. Collins, *D. P. Cook, A. E. 
Davey, J. Daws, J. Horsewood, E. C. Martin, J. M. Reeve, *J. Renwick, 
D. Smart, C. M. Spalding, J. J. Tovev, W. R. Walters.
* Denotes Matriculation Exemption.

PRIZE LIST, 1948-1949
/ Form Prizes: la  B. J. Arthur. Ib B. H. Keyworth 

Ic P. H. Leggetter.
Ia W. J. Birkin, D. A. Barrowcliff 
Ib J. T. King. Ic J. Porter.
Ib A. WL Rippon.
Ia R. T. Boardman, J. A. Shaw.

Effort Prizes:

Art and H andicraft: 
P.T. and G ames

I I  Form Prizes: Ila  A. Odams. l ib  M. S. Bridges. 
l ie  E. H. Roberts.
I la  J. J. Stansfield, J. R. Rawding 
G. D. Wilson. l ie  L. A. Browne.

Additional Prizes: ..

Art and H andicraft: 
P.T. and G ames:

l ie  P. A. Crecraft. 
l ie  J. M. Brownhill
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I I I  Form Prizes:

Additional Prizes: ..

Art and H andicraft: 
P.T. and G ames:

I l ia  R. B. Allcock. I l lb  R. A. Jackson. 
I  l ie  E. Whiteman.
I l ia  C. R. Ball, C. R. Jackson, P. 
Broadley. I l lb  F. P. G. Wagner.
I  l ie  J. B. Thompson.
I l ia  D. M. Jackson

IV  Form Prizes 

Additional Prizes: ..

P.T. and G ames: 
L eaming Prize:

V Form Prizes:

P.T. and G ames:
G rant Service Prize :

✓

VI Form Prizes:

Service Prizes:

W harmby Sw im m ing  Prize :

IV.A M. A. Argyle. IV.S T. L. Butler. 
IVc R. P. Boardman.
IV.A J. W. Holt, G. E. Rodmell, I. C. 
Aldridge. IV.S J. D. Wheatley, C. E. 
Veall, D. L. Lynas. IVc M. J. Trowell 
IV.A P. F. Hand.
IV. A J. W. Whyman.
V. A A. A. Dalby, P. H. Brealey, R. A.
Leivers, M. R. North. V.S. G. W. 
Hammerton, C. J. Clifford, D. McIntyre, 
P. R. Seed, J. C. Cocks, P. D. Manser. 
V.S. J. S. Robinson. Vc D. Smart.
V. S. J. S. Robinson.
VI. L.S. G. Eggleshaw, G. S. Humphreys, 
VI.L.A. J. G. Davey. VI.U.S. R. F. 
Casterton, R. H. Smith, R. Levene, 
P. G. Wildgust, A. S. Hickingbotham, 
M. G. R. Hart, VI.U.A. J. M. Lee 
G. A. Mottershaw, P. A. Preston.
VI.U.A. R. Hadfield, J. E. G. Etches, 
L. Baxter. VI.U.S. A. Martin. VI.U.A. 
R. Seneschall. VI.U.S. H. A. Barker. 
VI.U.A. D. B. Chambers.
VI.U.S. R. F. Casterton.

H ead Prefect’s Prize : .. VI.U.S. E. H. Ward.
Balk C up and C hairman’s

Prize: ........................VI.U.S. E. H. Ward.

HOUSE TROPHIES
K ayser C up (»Senior Rugby Football) Blue House
O rchard C up {Junior Rugby Football) Yellow House
O ld Boy’s C up {Senior Cricket) Red House
H aines C up {Junior Cricket) Yellow House
C lifton C up {Senior Athletics) Blue House
N orman C up {Junior Athletics) Yellow House
L eaming C up {Swimming) Yellow House
M emorial C up {Junior House Championship) Yellow House
H ouston C up {Senior House Championship) Red House
H urt C up {House Championship) Yellow House
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CRICKET, 1949
The second half of the season was, generally speaking, an improve

ment on the first part, when the team was settling down. The standard 
in most departments was usually good, although there were occasional 
lapses into mediocrity. The results were not brilliant, compared with 
those of previous years, but were quite satisfactory. They were, for 
the whole season—Played 11, Won 3, Lost 3, Drawn 5.

The batting has been the pride of the eleven all through the season. 
Hill followed up his early successes with consistently fine innings in 
every match. His scores since July 2nd showrhow valuable to the side 
he was 30 n.o., 36, 70 n.o., and 65 n.o. Of the other batsmen, 
Hempstock’s relative failure, except in one match at Leicester, was 
rather surprising. Binch and Robinson have been successful on most 
occasions.

The School bowling was a strange mixture of good and bad. 
Hempstock and Mottershaw maintained their form as opening bowlers, 
and not until these two came off did the scoring become more free. 
Binch and Aldred, although not altogether consistent, have on occasions 
bowled well. On the few days on which he bowled, Robinson showed 
himself to be a spin bowler who was not afraid to toss the ball up, an 
attribute which promises success for next season.

The fielding has been the great weakness. Inability to field cleanly 
was not confined to particular members of the team; on the team’s 
“off-days”, slackness seemed to pervade the whole side; one dropped 
catch would lead to another until many chances of securing a wicket 
had been lost. However, in some matches, such as that against 
Alderman Newton’s, the eleven worked much more as a team.

Finally, mention must be made of wicket-keeper Brealey, who was 
consistently reliable behind the stumps.

I.P.M.
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C ricket Results from July 2nd

July 2nd v High Pavement [Home) Won by 9 wkts.
High Pavement 65 (Robinson 3 for 8, Mottershazv 3 for 12, Hempstock 3 for 26) 
School 66 for 1 {Hill 30 n.o.)
Scoring very slowly, High Pavement left the School only half an hour to 

bat. However, thanks to Hill’s vigorous effort and the dry outfield, we won 
fairly comfortably.

July 9th v Old Boys {Home) Drawn
Old Boys 153 for 3.
School 133 for 8 (Hill 36, Robinson 38, Mr. Burnham 26 n.o.).
The School fielding...........!

July 13th v Alderman Newton’s School (Away) Lost
School 147 for 0 (dec.) (Hempstock 71 n.o., Hill 70 n.o.).
Alderman Neiuton’s 150 for 6 (Hempstock 3 for 37).
Although we lost, this was probably the best match of the season. It was 

a fine effort of Alderman Newton’s to field to a total of 150 without the loss of 
a School wicket and then to score the necessary runs to win. The School 
bowling was accurate, and the fielding much improved.

The Staff 110 for 2 (dec.) (Mr. Jackman 53 n.o.).
The School 89 for 3 (Hill 65 n.o.).
The Staff batted rather slowly, with the result that the School did not have 

enough time to win. Mr. Jackman’s careful 53 and Hill’s more violent 65 were 
both notable innings.

June 1st v Southwell {Away) Match Abandoned after 20 mins.
Southwell 15 for 1 wicket.

July 22nd v The Staff {Home) Drawn

Second XI

June 14th v Trent College 2nd XI {Home)
Trent 90 for 6 (dec.).
H.M. 46 (Dove 15, Barker 14)

Lost by 44 runs

June 22nd v Newark Magnus {Away) Won by 1 wicket
Newark 79 (Wheeler 4 for 12).
H.M. 105 for 9 wkts. (K. Dove 41 n.o., Drakeford 20 n.o.).

July 2nd v West Bridgford {Home)
West Bridgford 31 (Drakeford 4 for 1). 
H.M. 60 for 9 wkts. (Wheeler 16 n.o.).

Won by 1 wicket
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July 6th v Southwell {Home)
Southwell 59 (Drakeford 2 for 8).
H.M. 78 (Wheeler 23, Drakeford 20 n.o.).

July 9th v High Pavement (Away)
High Pavement 105 (Drakeford 4 for 17).
H.M. 105 (Morley 22).

July 13th v Alderman Newton’s (Home)
H.M. 143 for 3 (Starling 56, Hammerton 43).
Alderman Newtonys 64 (Drakeford 4 for 9).

July 23rd v High School (Home)
High School 61 (Lobb 4 for 11).
H.M. 63 for 8 (E. Dove 24).

Under 14 XI 
Results f r o m  July 2nd 

July 2nd v West Bridgford (Away) Lost
West Bridgford 98 for 9 (dec.) (Stansfield 4 for 14, Wiltshire 3 for 26). 
School 42 (Wiltshire 18).

July 9th v High Pavement (Home)
School 61 (Brouard 19, Stansfield 14).
High Pavement 26 (Reddish 6 for 2).

July 23rd v High School (Home)
School 60 (Pashley 13).
High School 61 for 4.

Under 13 XI 
July 7th v High School (Home)

School 33 (Baldwin 12).
High School 52 (Godfrey 2 for 5).

July 12th v High School (Away)
School 48 (Noon 23).
High School 49 for 9 (Brownhill 4 for 14).

HOUSE MATCHES
H ou se M a tch e s— S en io r  

G reen  v Red Red W on  by 8 wkts.
Green House 66 (Farnworth 14).
Red House 68 for 2 (Robinson 24).

B lu e v Y e l lo w  B lu e W on  by 66 run s
Blue House 140 for 9 (Greasley 50).
Yellow House 74 (Morley 3 for 11, Starling 3 for 14).

Red v Blue R ed W on by 18 runs
Red House 122 (Hempstock 59, Robinson 39, Aldred 6 for 45).
Blue House 104 (Wallen 17, Brealey 14, Starling 14)

Won

Lost

Lost

Lost

Won by 19 runs 

Match Tied 

Won by 79 runs 

Won by 2 wkts.
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TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANE
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Amounts received from 1/- to £500 in any one year. 
Total Limit £2,000

INTEREST

2il
A B S O L U T E  S E C U R I T Y  NO  C H A R G E S

Funds - £23,500,000. Surplus - £425,000.

Accounts - 185,000

Open Daily 10 to 4, except Friday 10 to 5 
Saturday 9.30 to 12.30

Branches in all parts of the City and County
LOCAL BRANCHES:

233/5 MAIN STREET 240/2 RADFORD ROAD
BULWELL HYSON GREEN
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H ouse M atches— Junior
G reen  v Red G reen  W on  by  49 ru  n

Green House 100 (Greasier 32, Brozvnhill 17, Scott 6 for 25).
Red House 51 (Scott 16, Froggatt 14, Phillips 3 for 14).

B lu e  v Y e l lo w  Y e l lo w  W on  by 6 wkts.
Blue House 26 (Orton 12).
Yellozv House 27 for 4.

G reen  v Y e l lo w  Y e l lo w  W on  by  7 w k ts .
Green House 30 (Stansfield 4 for 10).
Yellozv House 32 for 3 (Pashley 12 n.o.).

1st XI BATTING AVERAGES (6 INNINGS)
Innings N ot O ut Runs H ighest Average

H. R. Hill 11 6 349 70* 69-8
J. S. Robinson 7 3 116 35 29
J. C. Hempstock 10 1 189 71* 21
N. E. Binch 8 1 68 31 9-8
I. P. MacLeod 9 1 48 24 6

BOWLING (30 OVERS)
O vers M aidens Runs W kts. Average

G. A. Mottershaw 80 19 173 18 9-61
N. E. Binch 59 18 92 9 10-22
J. C. Hempstock 100*4 29 203 19 10-68
J. S. Robinson 36 7 111 7 15-85
I. P. MacLeod 30 7 115 7 16-42
K. Aldred 48 15 107 4 26-75

SWIMMING
After the first five or six weeks of the Autumn term, most of the 

school was in regular attendance at the Northern Baths, and already 
40 per cent, of the First Forms can swim and many have even obtained 
their Third Certificate. By next July, as last July, we hope to have 
90 per cent, of the school proficient swimmers.

Time available after school for practice is limited but on Wednesday 
evenings, House practices are regularly held, and in some Houses good 
progress is being made.

There have been no swimming matches this term, but if more 
attended the baths to practise rather than to enjoy themselves, we 
should obtain better results in our summer swimming fixtures.

J.M.P.
SWIMMING SPORTS RESULTS

S eniors
2 Lengths Free Style :

1, Smith (Y); 2, Matthews (G); 3, Brown (R); 31*5 secs.
2 Lengths Back Stroke :

1, Casterton (R); 2, Parsons (G); 3, Hill (Y); 36*2 secs.
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2 Lengths Breast Stroke
1, Casterton (R); 2, Hill (Y); 3, Stonelake (Y); 33*8 secs.

Diving : 1, Brown (R); 2, Smart (B); 3, Manser (Y);
Plunge : 1, Etches (B); 2, Humphreys (R); 3, Clifford (G)
Relay : 1, Yellow House; 2, Red House; 3, Green House; 57-9 secs.
M iddles
2 Lengths Free Style :

1, Jackson (R); 2, Ward (R); 3, Griffin (G); 33*5 secs.
2 Lengths Back Stroke :

1, Mason (R); 2, Raley (G); 3, Jackson (B); 38*6 secs.
2 Lengths Breast Stroke :

1, Mason (R); 2, Veall (R); 3, Duncombe (G); 35*5 secs.
Diving : 1, Mellors (Y); 2, Ward (R); 3, Veall (R)
Plunge : 1, Lomas (R); 2, Smith (Y); 3, Raley (G)
Relay : 1, Red House; 2, Green House; 3, Yellow House; 59*8 secs.
Juniors
1 Length Free Style

1, Storer (G); 2, Roberts (B); 3, Hardy (R); 14*7 secs.
1 Length Back Stroke

1, Roberts (B); 2, Severn (Y); 3, Williams (Y); 22*9 secs.
1 Length Breast Stroke

1, Sleaford (Y); 2, Hatcher (G); 3, Brownhill (G); 18*0 secs.
Diving : 1, Waller (R); 2, Morris (Y); 3, Henson (Y)
Relay : 1, Blue House; 2, Green House; 3, Yellow House; 1 min. 13.8 secs.
F inal Placings
1, Yellow House— 158pts.; 2, Red House— 155pts.; 3, Green House— 120pts.; 

4, Blue House—95pts.

ROWING
Since the last issue of the magazine, the club has rowed in a number 

of events, including the Nottingham Quincentenary Celebrations. In 
this “Scratch Fours” competition, E. H. Ward and R. H. Smith 
occupied BOW and THREE seats respectively in the winning crew, 
each member of which was presented with a silver tankard by Lord 
T  rent.

Our home and away fixtures with Ratcliffe College ended with mixed 
feelings for the second and third crews. At home the second crew 
won their race by one and a half lengths, but unfortunately D. I. 
Crecraft in the third crew “caught a crab”—which was immediately 
followed by a lecture from M. G. R. Hart—and consequently Ratcliffe 
gained an easy victory. A flooded river, however, brought disaster to 
the same crews at Ratcliffe, where the Soar, which is not wide enough 
to allow a boat to be overtaken even in flood, turns through a right 
angle. After a practice spin, the cox of the second crew failed to



THE CENTAUR Fifteen

negotiate this bend and the judges of the staggered start gave the points 
to the home crew. The third crew rowed only half the course and 
were again beaten by a good margin.

Bad weather persisted the same day for the first crew at Loughborough 
Regatta. After disposing of Derwent R.C. by two lengths and Mundella 
School by a length, they lost in the final to Burton Leander by two 
lengths. This followed a defeat by the same club on the previous 
Saturday in the Derby Regatta.

The first and second crews entered for the Spenser Cup on Thursday, 
7th July. The first crew lost to High Pavement School on a foul. The 
second crew, having beaten High Pavement second crew, lost to the 
High School second crew by two lengths.

The first Annual General Meeting was held on Friday, 15th July 
when the following officers were elected

G. S. Humphreys (Captain)
A. E. Osborne (Vice-Captain)
B. M. Jukes (Secretary)

Two of the proposals carried at the meeting were acceptance of an 
offer of a lecture by J. B. Brown, Esq. of Loughborough, and an outing 
for all members to Colwick Island.

The outing, a week later, was so enjoyable that it was decided to 
make it an annual event. High spirits found outlet in a strenuous game 
of football and a swim in the river, some members, who had the 
audacity to forget their trunks, being clad in less than the mere essentials.

Mr. Brown’s lecture on the 12th October consisted of a most 
enlightening and interesting introduction to the art of rowing, which 
he followed up by coaching us, in accordance with his theories, on 
several occasions at Trent Bridge. We shall miss his guidance through 
the rest of the Winter for he has been chosen to represent England in 
the Empire Games in New Zealand. We wish him every success.

This is the first season in which the school has entered crews in open 
events; the original crew consisted of E. H. Ward, M. G. R. Hart, 
A. Martin, G. S. Humphreys. All but the last have left, unfortunately, 
and we are grateful to them for the excellent pioneer work they have 
done.

B.M.J.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1949

At the beginning of the season we had hopes of many fine, fast games 
and of having as successful a season as last year’s. We had a very late 
start owing to the hard ground and as the season progressed, injuries 
mounted and the team seemed in danger of collapsing under the strain. 
At the moment the team, as a result of constant practices, seems to be 
settling down nicely. The pack is rather light but if it can give 
the ball out to the backs, who are hard-running and fast, we should 
have little to fear from any team.

G.S.H.
Results 1st XV

Tues., 11th Oct. v Trent College ‘A’ [Home) Won 13—8
A hard, clean match rather spoilt by the rain which continued until the 

last ten minutes of the game. For the first time out this season the forwards 
packed well and followed hard, giving the ball out to the backs when possible. 
The backs showed speed and efficiency when the ball wras with them but 
lacked tackling ability.
Wed., 12th Oct. v High Pavement 1st {Home) Won 9—5

After the previous day’s hard game, everyone w as rather tired and this 
was noticeable in our play. Both forwards and backs showed fire at times but 
mostly were too tired to give as much as in the previous match. Tackling was 
again faulty and a bad accident resulted in our losing a full-back.
Sat., Oct. 22nd v Nottm. High School (Away) Lost 8—12

A clean, fast game but with many lost opportunities on both sides ! 
Again we lost a full-back, and after half-time the heavier pack began to tell on 
our forwards who, however, still struggled on gamely, Against a team writh 
many of last year’s members we did well to keep the points margin so narrow.
Wed., Oct. 26th v Nottm. University ‘B’ (Away) Lost 20—5

A heavy pitch, combined with a far heavier opposing pack, made the team 
tend towards sluggishness at times. The three-quarter line was on the whole 
superior when they had the ball from the forwards, who, although they tried 
hard, could not give us enough of the ball to bring victor)7.
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Sat., Nov. 12th v Alderman Newton’s School, Leicester {Away)
Lost 29—3

Here it was proved that the team as a whole do not begin fast enough and 
that the three-quarters’ tackling is not all that it could be. Although the for
wards lacked fire, on the whole the three-quarters were responsible for our 
defeat.
Wed., Nov. 23rd v High Pavement (Away). Lost 8—14

A fast, clean game in spite of the heavy ground and rain. The handling 
w as exceptionally good for such a day and the forwards played well together— 
packing low' and heeling quickly. Again the three-quarters seemed rather 
lazy and slow to tackle. On the whole a good game.

Sat., Nov. 26th v R.E.M.E. Newark (Home) Draw 3—3
A good game, which at times became quite fast. Many chances were 

missed on both sides, probably owing to the changing wind and occasional 
rain which made the ground heavy. Against the heavier opposing pack the 
forwards showed up well.

2nd XV
Wed. 28 Sept. 1949 v Humphrev Perkins G. S. 1st XV 
Wed. 12 Oct. 1949 v High Pavement G. S. 2nd XV 
Wed. 19 Oct. 1949 v Southwell G. S. 1st XV 
Sat. 22 Oct. 1949 t’ High School 2nd XV 
Wed. 26 Oct. 1949 v Loughborough G. S. 1st XV 
Wed. 9 Nov. 1949 ‘A’ XV v Moat School Leicester 1st XV 
Wed. 16 Nov. 1949 v Humphrey Perkins G. S. 1st XV 
Wed. 23 Nov. 1949 v High Pavement G. S. 2nd XV 
Wed. 30 Nov. 1949 v Newark Magnus School 2nd XV 
Sat. 3 Dec. 1949 v King’s School Grantham 2nd XV

COLTS
Sat. 15th Oct. v West Bridgford G. S.
Wed. 19th Oct. v Southwell G. S.
Sat. 22nd Oct. v Nottm. High School 
Sat. 12th Nov. v Alderman Newton’s School 
Sat. 26th Nov. v High Pavement G. S.
Nov. 30th v Newark Magnus School 
Dec. 3rd v King’s School, Grantham

H Won 11—9 
A Lost 3—9 
H Lost 0—38 
H Lost 0—32 
H Lost 0—33 
H Won 21—6 
A Won 5—0 
H Lost 6—14 
H Won 42—0 
A Lost 0—23

A Won 18—3
H Won 9 6
H Won 11—3
A Won 8—6
H Won 9—5
A Won 6—3
H Won 14—0

THE SCOUT TROOP
The School Scout Troop officially known as “The 6th Nottingham” 

Reg. No. 18266 was founded on May 1st 1936. It then consisted of 
myself as S/M, A/S/M—B. S. Roberson and twelve boy scouts. 
These boys were trained and later became the patrol leaders and 
seconds in a much larger troop. The first-ever patrols were Pigeons P/L 
F. R. Shaw; Hawks P/L D. Melliship; Owls P/L G. E. Davies. Later 
the Owls became the Falcons and a new patrol, the Peewits P/L P. Flint 
was added.
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The first Troop Leader was Eric Philpotts and others who followed 
in his footsteps were W. B. Robins, F. R. Shaw, M. Cave, B. F. 
Coupland, K. Ireland, W. Carter, J. A. Bonser, J. M. Smith and the 
present one D. Stonelake.

Mr. Roberson left us in 1938 and his place was taken by Mr. E. A. 
Hutchinson until he too left to join the R.A.F. in 1939. Mr. K. Ireland 
became A/S/M in 1948 and Mr. J. B. Rowe has now taken charge of 
the troop.

It has always been the policy of the troop to place the instruction of 
the recruits in the hands of the senior scouts and this knowledge (with 
improvements) is passed on from generation to generation. We have 
never been let down.

Camping has been our chief interest and we are probably better at 
that than anything else. Camps have been held in various parts of the 
country and each one brings back some vivid memories—Salterford 
(I can’t tell you here !); Oxton (burnt cakes); Hartington (Parkin, Mr. 
Roberson’s pancakes, caves); Barmouth (Rain ! Mosquitoes ! Illness ! 
—our worst-ever camp); Hordle near Bournemouth (adders, scare
crows, beachcombing,midnight mushrooming);School Field (Earwigs!); 
Thrumpton (Nazi bomber and camouflage); Oxford—5 camps here 
(River trips, Allington!, “Puddle-jumper”, “Daisie”, Boat races, cider).

The troop won the City (John Boot Trophy) and the County 
Championship for camping at its first attempt. It has made several 
unsuccessful attempts to regain these.

The troop has participated in several of the local Association’s 
activities :- St. George’s Day Parades, Athletic and Swimming Sports, 
“Robin Hood” and other wide games. In addition it has helped by 
gathering rose hips and joining in the “Bob-a-Job” movement. It has 
also helped at School functions such as Dances, Sales of Work and 
Parents Days.

The troop funds except for a small initial grant have been obtained 
by its own efforts and subscriptions; £230 has been raised by Dances 
and about £50 from the sale of salvage etc.

Before the introduction of the new badge tests, there were always 
between 100 and 200 proficiency badges held in the troop but there 
has been little activity in this direction since. The following boys (and 
there may be others I’ve momentarily forgotten) held the King’s Scout 
Badge—Cave, Whitehead, Wilson, Coleman, Coupland and Bonser.

During the war four of our old scouts were killed in action—Parkins,
E. Philpotts, G. E. Davies and D. Jones.

The troop possesses four trophies. Three of these are for annual 
competition whilst the other is awarded only in special circumstances.
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The Inter-Patrol Shield awarded to the best patrol of the year has 
been in existence since 1937. It was first won by the Hawks (D. 
Melliship). The Pigeons and the Owls have been most successful in 
quest of this trophy.

The Service Shield is of much more recent origin and has been 
awarded only twice—to B. F. Coupland and to K. Ireland—for their 
unselfish efforts in the service of the troop.

The Norman Cup awarded in the first place for Nature Study and 
kindred things, was first awarded in 1943. The Ravens have won this 
2\ times and the Pigeons \\ times. The Owls, the Peewits and the 
Seniors have each won it once.

The Eames Cup, awarded annually to the boy possessing the best 
“scout spirit”, was given to the troop in 1945. It has the following 
names inscribed upon it. B. Coupland; D. Wainwright; R. Pollitt; 
B. Henson and J. Garthwaite; J. M. Smith and P. A. Crecraft.

The scouts of the School Troop have always been a fine set of boys 
and it has been a joy to have been associated with them. It is writh 
much regret that I now take my leave but I shall look forward to 
meeting them once again at some future camp.

I know they will give their utmost loyalty to their new scoutmaster 
Mr. Rowre, will endeavour to live up to their Scout Promise, and do 
all in their power to make the troop a flourishing one.

E. G. Cross, (S/M 1936— 1949).

THE SCOUT CAMP
The Scout Camp this year was again held on our old site at Farmoor, 

near Oxford, from Saturday July 23rd to Wednesday August 4th.
Two days previously, J. M. Smith and M. G. Hart had hitch-hiked 

to Oxford, and after Herculean efforts had got the camp site more or 
less habitable. They were joined there on the Friday by A/S/M
K. Ireland who had journeyed from his R.A.F. camp at Land’s End.

The troop travelled to Oxford by train in charge of K. Morley, an 
old scout, and the seniors. They arrived over an hour late but, once 
there, they soon got busy, loaded the lorry with the kit and then cycled 
to the site. It was a beautiful day but so hot that it was very hard 
labour indeed carrying all our equipment up the hill to the actual 
camping ground. An issue of ‘pop’ wras greedily swallowed and then 
the work of erecting tents commenced. Camp had really begun ! 
After a hot meal at 6 p.m., the never-ending work of perfecting the 
camp was started and continued until dark. Despite the hard toil, 
the scouts were a bit restless and talkative the first night and were 
even up with the sun ! This never happened again during the wrhole 
ten days under canvas !
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Our camp routine was more or less as usual except that we laid less 
emphasis on scout lessons. A/S/M K. Ireland carried out all the 
inspections and was responsible for most of the inter-patrol competi
tions. T/L J. M. Smith—a grand camper—was always doing something 
to benefit the troop and was generally assisted by D. Morley. M. G. 
Hart acted as Quartermaster and did a tedious job nobly and well. 
Senior Scouts, M. H. Stonelake and J. F. Hankin were most useful 
helping generally and in giving scout instructions.

The cooking was up to our high standard. Torrential rain fell one 
morning just as we were about to serve breakfast. The scouts were 
ordered back to tents and J. M. Smith and J. F. Hankin changed into 
bathing costumes and took the breakfast round. An heroic deed—but 
they explained it was the only way to keep dry !

Our daily programmes were varied. Things that will long be 
remembered were :- Night operations, Camp Fires, Boat Races, 
Swimming Parades, Cricket Match, Archery Contest, Hikes, Visit to 
the Colleges, Hut making, etc.

A hike and a cycle trip were held on the same day and all scouts 
went on one or the other. Parties in charge of seniors were made up, 
rations and cash drawn and off they went about 10 a.m. The unanimous 
opinion expressed at camp fire that night was that it had been one of 
the most enjoyable of days. The S/M agreed for he had stayed 
in camp all by himself ! The surprise of the hike was D. C. Flint. 
He usually led by J mile—and the poor seniors had thought it would 
be too much for him !

We held camp fires most evenings and our ‘singing’ (so we were 
informed) was much appreciated by the residents in the valley below. 
Our “big” camp fire held on the penultimate night was attended by 
several visitors who later acted as judges of the inter-patrol competi
tions. The Owls put on a very good show and were easily the winners.

On our last night we held our usual ‘intimate’ camp fire when the 
S/M reviewed the camp, awarded feathers for good camping and 
announced the winners of the troop trophies. The Owls (J. Garthwaite) 
easily won the Inter-Patrol Shield. The Norman Cup was won by the 
Peewits (D. Gell) after some good work by D. O. Riley. The Fames 
Cup was shared by T/L J. M. Smith and P. A. Crecraft who had done 
extremely well in his first year. Special prizes for good camping were 
awarded to P/L Garthwaite and Senior Scout M. G. Hart. Lastly the 
S/M was presented with a Ronson Table-Lighter by A/S/M Ireland 
on behalf of the troop as this was his last camp as S/M of the School 
Troop. After expressing his thanks, the S/M gave the A/S/M his 
whistle and lanyard so that it will continue to call the School Scouts 
on parade as ever before !
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We were up very early on the last morning and after a good breakfast 
we were not long in packing kit and clearing up the site. The weather 
was grand and helped us so much that we had nearly an hour to wait 
for the lorry. After a large lunch of roast mutton sandwiches and 
biscuits we assembled on the station. When the train arrived it was 
full but the S/M in his most persuasive way, at the last minute managed 
to get the inspector to open up an empty, first-class coach and into this 
we all scrambled just before the train set off. We all arrived home 
safely except Flint; he was temporarily mislaid !

So ended one of our happiest camps.
E.G.C.

COMBINED CADET FORCE
O f f ic e r s :

Contingent Commander: Lt.-Comdr. H. L. Newitt, R.N.V.R.
Adjutant: Flt.-Lt. E. A. Hutchinson, R.A.F.V.R.
O.C. R.N. Section: Sub-Lt. P. Crofts, R.N.V.R.
O.C. Army Basic Section: Lt. R. Jackman, R.E.M.E.
O.C. R.A.F. Section: Flt.-Lt. E. A. Hutchinson, R.A.F.V.R.
Other Officers and Staff: F/O. W. L. Evans, R.A.F.V.R.

2nd Lt. R. E. Kimmons.
C. S. M. Hockey.

It is pleasant to welcome this term two new Officers to the Contingent 
—Sub-Lt. P. Crofts, R.N.V.R. and 2nd Lt. R. E. Kimmons. We are 
already enjoying the benefit of their presence and hope to do so for 
many terms to come.

After several months of careful preparation and sometimes com
mendable patience on the part of certain cadets, our ‘first ever’ 
Certificate A Part I Examination has taken place this term. Our 
parent regiment, the Sherwood Foresters, supplied the Examining 
Board. Out of the 51 candidates who took the Examination, 50 were 
successful. We were not expecting quite so high a proportion. We 
commiserate however, with the ‘odd man out’ but he can take heart 
from the fact that he was not intended as a candidate but, even so, 
only fell short in one branch of Fieldcraft, and that too by a mere 
eleven marks. C.C.F. Regulations require that a cadet must satisfy an 
Examining Board in basic military training before he may commence 
advanced work in one of the three Service Sections. These Sections 
have now been formed and the 50 qualified cadets are now able to study 
subjects of their own choosing.

It was found to be impossible for many reasons to send any cadets 
to camp last year, but we are hoping for better things in the coming 
Summer. The Naval Section will spend a week either on board one
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of H.M. Ships or at a Shore Establishment. The Army and Basic 
Sections will be in camp at either Polton, near Chester, or Gandale, 
North Yorkshire, whilst the R.A.F. Section hopes to spend a similar 
period at an R.A.F. Station. Parents are urged to allow cadets to 
attend these camps. Healthy comradeship, open-air training and keen 
competition all provide a most enjoyable week. During this stay in 
the Camp, the cadet has the opportunity to put to practical use the 
technical knowledge which he has acquired during the previous year.

It is pleasant also to record that after long and wearisome negotia
tion, permission has at last been given to erect a Storage Hut. We 
have been sadly handicapped in the past by a lack of storage space, 
but we can now look forward to a brighter future. The Force is firmly 
established.

THE SCHOOL PLAY
“Johnson major has put Johnson minor in the water butt."
“Can Arthur wear his blue shirts with collars attached ?”
“Lady Tracy's complaining about Matron's account. She says—‘What 

is ‘Medicine— Two shillings' ?”
These are a few of the problems that face the Hartleys—she, his 

“incompetent wife”—he, the housemaster of The Cloisters, Saintbury 
School, the scene of Warren Chetham-Strode’s The Guinea Pig. 
This play, ably presented by our Dramatic Society on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday, December 13th, 14th and 15th, deals with 
the Fleming Report and its implementation at a Public School by the 
arrival of a boy, the son of a tobacconist in Walthamstow. Although 
the Fleming Report no longer shocks us, the questions raised in the 
play still remain unanswered and make it not only dramatically 
effective, as it undoubtedly is, but also topical.

Easily the best performances of our production came from the 
distaff side. R. A. Hawksworth (Mrs. Hartley) shows a consummate 
skill and a stage presence usually found only in an actor far beyond 
him in years and experience. His portrayal of the motherly, yet capable 
housemaster’s wife was both charming and convincing, and his appear
ance, gestures, movements and motions were so totally feminine as to 
be beyond serious criticism. This was one of the best performances 
ever seen in any of our School plays. In the difficult emotional part 
of the daughter, Lynne, T. Savidge seemed a little restless. In spite of 
this, he endowed the annals of our Dramatic Society with a new type 
of heroine—a calm, beautiful young woman, so different from some of 
those of the past. A clever cameo came from J. Daws as Mrs. Read, 
this part being played broadly rather than maternally.
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Of the mere men, K. Aldred stands out for especial praise. He made 
his Mr. Hartley the quintessence of middle-aged pomposity and gave 
to his speeches great depth of emotion. For example, his rendering of 
the line, “Oh, to Hell with the Ministry of Education !” was superb. 
As Lorraine, D. G. P. Wallen managed to achieve a sensitive delineation 
of a young master bound by a sense of loyalty to a housemaster whom 
he regarded as out-of-date, and by a deep affection for the housemaster’s 
daughter, to whom he has to propose half way through the play and 
make love at intervals afterwards. D. McIntyre gave to the role of 
the headmaster that quiet, boyish exuberance, and that great charm 
and tact common to the best headmasters, and was, consequently, very 
effective. B. C. Mowbray as Mr. Read pleasingly presented the common 
man’s attitude to public schools, without allowing the character to 
degenerate into farce.

F. G. Gadsby, as Grimmett, was excellent—we heartily disliked 
him from the start—and his second appearance, complete with spiv- 
suit, loud tie and yellow gloves made us feel that his eventual downfall 
was well deserved. T. J. Pritchard and M. J. Buxton filled two small 
parts very well.

J. F. Hankin was outstandingly good in the title-role. He was never 
merely colourless or unobtrusive but gave to the many-sided character 
that positive interpretation that gained the audience’s sympathy for a 
thoroughly likeable boy whose sterling worth could not be suppressed 
by the ceaseless tyrannies of the die-hard, public school master.

The production found opportunity for expression by many depart
ments of the school as the names below reveal. Special mention must 
be made of (1) the clever and imaginative scenery which gave an 
atmosphere to the play (the Junior Master’s study was a delight to 
the eye) and (2) the effective costuming throughout—time, distance, 
research could not damp the enthusiasm with which the many changes 
of costume were sought and obtained from parents and grandparents, 
friends and remote relations.

G.M.R.
THE CAST WAS AS FOLLOWS—

Fitch:
Lynne Hartley:
Mrs. Hartley:
Knox:
Lloyd Hartley, M.A.: 
Nigel Lorraine, B.A.: 
Grimmett:
Read:
Dennis Stringer, M.A.: 
Mrs. Read:
Mr. Read:

T. J. Pritchard 
T. Savidge 
R. A. Hawksworth 
M. J. Buxton 
K. Aldred 
G. D. P. Wallen 
F. G. Gadsby 
J. F. Hankin 
D. McIntyre 
J. Daws 
B. C. Mowbray
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Stage Manager:
Assistant Stage Manager: 
Properties:
Lighting:
Scenery:
Costumes:
Interval Music:
Effects and Incidental Music:

C. Cresswell 
P. D. Manser 
P. R. Seed
J. C. Cocks, W. A. Towlson 
Members of Form Vc.
G. M. Reeve 
P. T. Lobb
K. J. Edge

“THE GUINEA PIG”
On arriving in the gym one is met with deathly silence—the only 

place in the school where you’ll find him at this time in the term.
You turn right—the left is forbidden ground except to actors and 

electricians—to the “meeting place of nations,” where card games, fish 
and chip suppers and petty squabbles take place, and where the language 
is worse than that on the stage even.

Towards the end of the play we stage-hands &c. become restless; the 
pangs of hunger are felt; there is a stampede to the fish shop, threaten
ing to jeopardise the success of the vocal feat conducted by the producer 
—some not to return in time—so say “some” of us—the others are 
queueing for chips.

Our good deed over, we can go home or stay till the end. But, what 
a nice thought—no school in the morning !

C.D.S .(VC)

CAMPANOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Leaders: K. J. Edge and P. A. Preston.

The Autumn term has been particularly eventful, for, apart from 
our usual ringing in Room 15 on Tuesday dinner-times, we have rung 
in two churches.

After the regular ringers had resigned from Bulwell Parish Church, 
we were approached by the Rector, the Rev. George Sprittles, to see 
if we could provide a hand of ringers for the occasion of the Bishop’s 
Visitation, when he dedicated the new stepping and paving of the 
Church Hill. St. Mary’s Church, Bulwell, has eight bells, and six 
ringers from school, together with one ringer from Bulwell and one 
from St. Peter’s, Nottingham, were able to ring the bells both before 
and after the service. We were later invited to the Rectory for tea, 
where we met the Bishop and members of the Church Council.

The Rector has invited us to ring at Bulwell whenever we like, and 
we greatly appreciate this kind offer.

At half-term, we went to Nuthall Parish Church, and rang there all 
afternoon. We enjoyed ourselves very much, and the standard of 
ringing we think, was very high.
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When we asked for the use of the bells, we were asked if ours were the 
photographs which had appeared in the papers in connection with the 
ringing at Bulwell. Upon answering in the affirmative, we were told 
that we could ring the bells with pleasure. Such is the power of the 
Press !

We were sorry to lose B. M. Buswell and Mr. K. S. B. Croft at the 
end of last term; they were invaluable members of the Society, and 
the gap they have left is large. J. G. D. Moore, a newT member, is a 
promising young ringer.

K.J.E.
THE CHORAL SOCIETY

This term, what was the VI Form Choir has united with singers 
from lower down, to form a School Choral Society which comprises a 
number of promising trebles and altos as well as the tenors and basses 
of last year.

The two sections, Junior and Senior, hold their practices on different 
days and occasionally meet for combined practices; the whole choir 
numbers about forty-five.

Having started only this term, its repertoire is not very large. We 
have practised an arrangement of “Bobby Shaftoe”, to get ourselves 
off to a good start, and are now working at “And the Glory of the Lord” 
from Handel’s “Messiah”, and two carols—“Adeste Fideles”, and 
Holst’s, “In the Bleak Midwinter”.

A small Madrigal Group has also been started, and consists of three 
trebles, three altos, two tenors and two basses. It is practising 
“Diaphenia Like the Daffydowndilly”, by Francis Pilkington, and 
“Flow, O My Tears !” by John Benet, two strongly contrasted madrigals.

K.J.E.
CHESS CLUB

Captain: P. G . G a r v in .
Secretary: J. C . C o c k s .
Vice-Captain: J. L ew is .

With the resumption of Winter, the spirit of the Chess Club, 
apathetic during the Summer, has sprung to life again. Although the 
support of the upper school is by no means as wholehearted as it 
should be, the lower school provides quite as many enthusiasts as the 
club can cope with.

Healthy rivalry has been encouraged between the first forms by 
means of an inter-form tournament in which IB was victorious.

P. H. Shaw has become the school Chess Champion by beating 
J. Blackmore in the final round of the knockout championship.
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In the school matches played so far this season, both the junior and 
senior teams remain unbeaten. The senior team beat both Mundella 
and the People’s College by four games to two, and the Under 15 side 
beat the People’s College by six games to none and drew with the 
Nottingham High School. We must go all out to retain the cups for a 
second year against the determined efforts of our opponents.

J.C.C.

LA SOCIETE FRAN£AISE
The Society has suffered this term from the loss of the enthusiastic 

support of its last year’s Sixth Form members, although good attendance 
from the Fifth Form has provided some compensation.

The book chosen for reading and discussion this term has been 
Le Barbier de Seville.

Still more members from the Fifth Form and the Sixth are invited 
for next term, for which an attractive programme has been prepared, 
including talks, books and gramophone records.

J.F.H.

THE HENRY MELLISH SOCIETY
President: T h e  H e a d m a s t e r .
Chairman: F o rm  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in  t u r n .
Secretary: J. G. Davey.
Treasurer: P. D. Manser.
Committee: A. E. O s b o r n e ,  {VI U.Sc.)

D. M c I n t y r e ,  (VI L.Sc.)
A. J. B a y le y ,  (VI U.A.)
B. C. M o w b r a y ,  (VI L.A.)

£  Seneschall I 3 -  r -
The Mellish Society of the VI Form, interrupted by the war, has 

been revived this year, and boasts a membership over forty strong. 
At the first General Meeting, a crowded and infectiously enthusiastic 
affair, the various officials were elected. It has long been apparent 
that the various forms which comprise the Sixth, have been slowly 
segregating themselves from each other and that a strong social life in 
the VI Form is lacking. It is the object of this society to interest 
the members in new activities, and to discuss various burning topics. 
The fact that the “English Gentleman,” is always more co-operative 
after a meal, has led to the provision of a tea at school, and a subscrip
tion has been levied to cover the expenses thus and otherwise incurred. 
It was also decided that each form should be “host” in turn, providing 
both chairman and programme.
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The committee successfully overcame the first difficulty of arranging 
a suitable programme. Mr. Saggers delighted us with a talk “What 
is Rhythm ?“ with brilliant illustrations on the piano, whilst Mr. 
Stamper led us into some of the intrigues of University life.

A talk on the making of films at Pinewood Studios, given by Mr. 
B amp ton, prevented disappointment when Mr. Eric Houghton failed 
to attend a meeting as arranged, but our Notts. County Manager later 
made amends when he asked Mr. Corkhill to visit us on Nov. 25th. 
Other items have included an illustrated talk on Jazz by Mr. Ron 
Statton, a former pupil of this school; a Brains Trust at which it was 
decided, among other things, that the Sixth Form ought to have a 
“common room” and that the New Look has its advantages as well as 
its disadvantages; and a visit to the Castle Museum, where the party 
was conducted round by the curator.

A series of visits to the Playhouse on opening nights has been 
arranged, and it is hoped to debate with the Girls’ High School “ That 
Co-education would do you more good than us”. Another suggestion 
that talkie films could be presented, has been welcomed by the 
committee.

J.G.D.
MUSIC SOCIETY

Chairman: J. M . L e e
Musical Adviser: I. P. M a c L e o d
Secretary: K. J. E d g e

We have continued our last year’s practice of holding gramophone 
record recitals on Mondays in Room 17, where the attendance has this 
year continued good, and we should be glad to welcome any new 
members, especially from the Lower School. We have held several 
request programmes and found them very successful. Works played 
at other programmes include Elgar’s Enigma Variations, Beethoven’s 
Fourth Symphony, and Bach’s Concerto in D minor for Two Violins 
and Orchestra.

On Monday, 17th October, we observed the Centenary of the death 
of Chopin by holding a programme entirely devoted to the music of 
that composer. Mr. Saggers gave us a talk on November 29th, entitled 
“Design in Music” and illustrated it by playing Bach’s Jesu, Joy of 
Man's Desiring, the first movement of Mozart’s Sonata in C, and a 
Theme and Variations, also by Mozart.

Most of the concerts at the Nottingham Albert Hall have been 
attended by some members of the Society. These have included 
Gounod’s Faust, sung by the Nottingham Harmonic Choir, the Arnold 
Choral Union’s “Second Handel Festival”, and concerts by the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra and the Halle Orchestra.
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An off-shoot of the Music Society is a newly-formed series of lunch
time concerts on gramophone records for members of Forms I, II and 
III. We have an average audience of ninety boys every Monday 
lunch-time, so that the scheme promises to be successful.

K.J.E.

THE SHAKESPEARIAN SOCIETY
It is impossible in the short space allotted to the Shakespearian 

Society to explain fully the difficulties which we have encountered 
this term. The formation of the new Henry Mellish Society has 
unfortunately drawn off many of our members, and cut our meetings 
by half. Having voluntarily given up one Friday in two, we found 
that there was only a little time left in which to read the Taming of the 
Shrew. We were delighted with this play and enjoyed reading it, even 
though the time allotted to us was so short.

The future of the society is uncertain. But bearing in mind its value 
to the school and the pleasure it gives, we must make every effort to 
keep it at least in existence.

R.A.H.

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
The school has been well represented at each Playhouse production 

this season. We have seen all types of plays—varying from Coward's 
Present Laughter, Shaw’s Arms and the Man and W ilde’s The Importance, 
to Priestley’s Dangerous Corner, Shaw’s Mrs. Warren's Profession and 
Clemence Dane’s Bill of Divorcement. Also, by the kindness of the 
Education Committee, special matinees were twice given to school 
parties.

The first of these 4‘educational” visits was to see Pygmalion. The 
producer, during Mr. Van Gyseghem’s temporary absence in South 
Africa, was Robert Quentin, who, working not from the stage play, 
but from the film script, kept the action moving at a lively pace. The 
settings were delightful, and from a highly competent cast, Miss Pax 
Walker deserves especial mention for her Eliza.

Then, in December, we saw Chetham Strode’s The Guinea Pig. 
As this came only a week before our own production of this play, 
some very unhelpful advice was, naturally, given by the school ‘wits’. 
Mr. Waller’s sets were charming and made up for the lack of colour in 
the costumes. Timothy Harley, whom some of us had last seen at 
Stratford, was very effective in the title role. Phillip Pearman, who is 
very tall, and Miss Hilda Schroder, who is rather petite, were out
standingly good as Lorraine and Lynne and overcame the difference 
in their heights very cleverly.
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Of this excellent cast, the unacknowledged star is Miss Elizabeth 
McKeowen, who has portrayed, equally convincingly, all types of 
women at all ages—so reflecting her many-sided genius. Her especial, 
recent triumphs have been as Lady Bracknell, the infamous Mrs. 
Warren and the long-suffering wife in A Bill of Divorcement.

G.M.R.

HOUSE NOTES
BLUE HOUSE

The hopes inspired by the successes of the House in the two previous 
terms have not, unfortunately, been realised. In the Cricket Cham
pionship, our Seniors acquitted themselves very creditably but lost, 
after a hard struggle, to a strong Red side. The Juniors were no more 
successful. In Swimming too, we failed to make any noteworthy 
achievement, though our original expectations in this direction were 
not so bright.

The performances of the Juniors have revealed an unprecedented 
weakness. Having previously retained the Junior Championship for 
many years, they have not won a single cup this year. This must be 
due as much to lack of enthusiasm as to lack of ability, and it is to 
be hoped that they will take a keener interest in maintaining the 
reputation of their House in the future.

Mr. Cross left us this term to take up a post in Oxford. He has been 
in charge of the House since its inception, and has devoted a great 
deal of time and energy to its affairs throughout his long period of 
service as a housemaster. It is in great part due to him that Blue House 
has taken the lead in so many respects—in the organisation of dances, 
etc, for House funds, in the awarding of colours, in the compilation 
of proper records of House activities, to name only a few. We are 
indeed sorry to lose him, and offer our best wishes to him in his new 
position.

In his place, we welcome Mr. White as our new Housemaster.
G.M.

The following House Colours have been awarded :
C ricket

Seniors: K. Aldred Juniors: R. Orton
H. A. Barker S. Reddish
P. H. Brealey
T. Greasley
T. Morley
K. Starling

Sw imm ing
Seniors: J. E. G. Etches Juniors: E. H. Roberts.
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GREEN HOUSE
The Green House ambitions of last year remained unrealised, for 

as different House competitions ended, we remained Cup-less. The 
Senior Cricket team was easily disposed of by a strong Red House 
team, and the Junior Cricket team although progressing further than 
the Seniors, was beaten in the final, mainly owing to absenteeism by 
members of the team.

We must not be content, during this coming year, to accept the 
position of runners-up as we did in several events last year; but we must 
make that extra effort for the House which makes all the difference 
between winning a cup and merely taking the place of also-rans. The 
material with which we enter the fray of this year’s competitions is 
fairly strong, so that if this material comes up to expectations, we 
should win more than one trophy.

The House officials have so far been rather handicapped in their 
attempts to organise House practices, and even if these aspiring junior 
swimmers were disappointed at seeing the continuous string of 
“cancelleds” which have been appearing of late on the notice boards, 
they should have a little patience, for our swimming captain is unable 
to supervise swimming practices and play rugby for the school 
simultaneously; every attempt will be made to organise practices for 
them in future. The junior rugby practices, if few in number, have 
been most successful and the talent—including a fair share of the 
school colts and under thirteen teams—which has been revealed should 
make itself felt strongly in the House Rugby Competition.

The Senior Rugby Fifteen, by a spirited display against an improved 
Yellow House Fifteen have shown us the way to victory. Let the whole 
House follow this lead and then we shall regain the House Champion
ship. D.W.

The following House Officials have been appointed for this school 
year :

House Captain: D. Weston
House Vice-Captain: I. P. MacLeod
Senior Rugby Captain: D. Weston
Junior Rugby Captain: J. E. Prentice
Senior Cricket Captain: I. P. MacLeod 
Swimming Captain: J. M. Parsons

The following House Colours have been awarded since the last issue of the 
magazine:—
C r ic k e t

Junior: K. Greasley, J. M. Brownhill, J. B. Williams.
S w im m in g

Senior: J. M. Parsons
Middle: K. B. Raley
Junior: J. Storer
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RED HOUSE
H o u se  O f f ic ia l s

House Captain: 
Vice-Captains: 
Captain of Rugby:

,, ,, Cricket:
,, ,, Athletics:

G. S. Humphreys 
D. L. Kirk, N. G. Davev 
J. S. Robinson 
J. S. Robinson 
G. S. Humphreys

,, Swimming: M. J. Dean
We must, first of all, bid farewell to E. H. Ward, a stalwart supporter 

of the House for eight years and last year’s school captain, and wish 
him all the best in the future.

Last year our efforts ended in a rather disappointing manner and 
we heartily congratulate Yellow House on gaining the Hurt Cup.

This year we are continuing the scheme adopted last year of forming 
a House Committee, consisting of the Captains of the various sports, 
and a representative of each year in the school. The scheme worked 
well and brought all members of the House closer together.

We hope to field two strong rugger teams this year as attendances 
have been commendable and our hopes of winning the rugger Cups are 
high.

The zest with which members of the lower forms attend swimming 
practices is encouraging and is a promising guide to our performance 
in the swimming sports.

Every effort must be made in the coming year to raise all standards 
of athletic activity in the House and so have our name inscribed on 
the Hurt Cup, as we have so often done before.

G.S.H.
The following Colours were awarded last year 

R u g b y  F o o t b a l l

Senior: J. S. Robinson Junior: J. F. M. May
A t h l e t ic s

Senior: G . S. Humphreys Junior: J. Waller
C r ic k e t

Senior: J. C . Hempstock Junior: B. Scott
S w im m in g

Senior: R. F. Caster ton Middle: M. Mason and J. A. Ward
G en era l  S e r v ic e  

Senior: E. H. Ward Junior: H. Hardy
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YELLOW HOUSE
H o u se  O f f ic ia l s  1949-50

House Captain: 
Vice-Captains: 
Athletics Captain: 
Vice-Captains: 
Cricket Captain: 
Vice-Captain: 
Rugby Captain: 
Vice-Captain: 
Swimming Captain: 
Vice-Captain:

R. Seneschall 
R. Hill and J. M. Lee 
K. J. Edge
D. Bestwick and M. H. Stonelake 
R. Hill
P. D. Wheeler 
R. Seneschall 
G. W. Hammerton 
C. G. Cargill 
P. Manser

Every member is to be congratulated on the part he played in enabling 
Yellow House to win the Hurt Cup (awarded to the Champion House) 
for the second year in succession. We won six cups, the juniors gaining 
four of them. The juniors are extremely keen and show considerable 
talent, but the seniors must reform if the Hurt Cup is again to be ours.

The prospects for this year are not especially bright; unfortunately 
we have lost the services of R. Hadfield, who as House Captain and 
Athletics Captain, rendered invaluable service as did K. W. Eames, 
T. R. Chambers and L. C. Baxter, all former stalwarts. There remain 
others, however, who, with a little practice can effectively take their 
places.

Both the Junior and Senior Rugger XV’s are yet rather weak; the 
Juniors, with practices and an all-out effort, can win their tournament 
but the Seniors will need to strive still harder.

R.S.

TEN YEARS AGO
(Extracts from The Centaur, Vol. 9, No. 18)

In September 1939, amid rumours of war and oppression, the 
heartening news spread through the County, “The School will 
carry on !”

The Swimming Sports were held on Tuesday, July 18th and Yellow 
House, champions in 1938, yielded first place to Red House. Mrs. 
Wharmby presented the cup to Pepper, Red House captain.

Highlights of the Scout Camp at Hordle in Hampshire were Night- 
Ops (when P/L Davies “borrowed” a scarecrow), an organised adder- 
hunt, and beach-combing timber writh which were made such “gadgets” 
as a bench, bookshelves, bellows and candlesticks.

The oldest Old Boy in the O.B. Association is under thirty, so 
the Association will be carried on by Mr. T. E. Smith as Honorary 
Secretary and Mr. G. E. Goodall as Honorary Treasurer, for the 
duration of the war.
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PARENT-STAFF ASSOCIATION
An Educational ‘Brains Trust’ was held on Wednesday, 19th Oct

ober and about 150 parents were present. Questions ranging from the 
causes of Juvenile Delinquency to the effect of reading comic papers on 
the literary outlook of children were dealt with by Mr. J. Bennett 
(Administration), Dr. Jeremiah (School Medical Service), Mr. A. H. 
Stewart (University of Nottingham) and Dr. Whiles (Educational 
Psychologist). Mr. Houston acted as Question Master.

The questions were tackled forthrightly, but opposing views were 
expressed with such good humour, and not a little wit, that the pro
ceedings were both instructive and entertaining. We are much 
indebted to the four members of the ‘Brains Trust’ for their efforts 
in answering the questions, to the Headmaster for his excellent chair
manship and to the parents who contributed the questions.

Next term we are to have a Film Show provided by the Central 
Office of Information. The films will be Educational and include 
one on Civil Engineering.

R. McC.

OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS, 1949

President: Major T. P. Barber, d .s .o ., t .d ., b .a ., d .l .
Chairman: The Headmaster.
Vice-Chairman: Mr. T. E. Smith.
Hon. Secretary: Mr. C. Stephenson, 13 Burford Road, Forest Fields, 

Nottingham.
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. I. E. Dring, 175 Musters Road, West Bridgford. 
Hon. Treasurer, W.M. Fund: Mr. L. E. Crawley, 285 Valley Road, 

Nottingham (Tel. 64081).
Committee:

Messrs. A. W. Beardsley, N. Carpenter, C. Good, B. Hardwick, 
E. Horabin, J. H. Riley, D. F. Worthington.

Magazine Representative:
Mr. C. Good, 18 Moore Road, Mapperley, Nottingham. (Tel. 63403).

NEWS OF OLD BOYS 
J. Francis (’42-’47): Suffered concussion in a road accident recently 

and spent some time in hospital. Fortunately he has made a splendid 
recovery and is now serving with the Royal Navy.

E. S. Nash (’39-’42): Is to be married just before Christmas. 
Congratulations and best wishes !
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J. Cooper (,40-,47): Serving with the Royal Navy at Malta.
W. H. M. Bailey (,30-,36): Many Old Boys will have read with 

pleasure the press reports concerning Robin Bailey who is making a 
name for himself on stage, screen and radio. His appearance on the 
West End stage in Love in Albania was a just reward for the hard work 
he has put into his career. On the screen he scored a success as 
Simon Telfer in Private Angelo.

We all wish him the best of luck for the future.
D. M. Cunnington (^-MO): sends us news of the “Three Mus

keteers’ ’ (as they used to be called) at the Nottingham Journal office. 
He himself, Jack Heath (^S-^O) and Ian Jack (,39-,43) formed the 
trio, now broken up. Ian Jack has joined the reporting staff of the 
Manchester Evening Chronicle and Jack Heath has become a sub-editor 
of the Yorkshire Evening News. Readers of these notes will remember 
that Jack and Ian were best man and groomsman, respectively, at 
Dennis Cunnington’s wedding in March 1948.

F. Gething (^O-^): To Mr. and Mrs. Gething, a son, Christopher 
Milne, bom October 16th, 1949.

If you have any interesting news of Old Boys, or anything else 
suitable for inclusion in the Old Boys’ Section of the Centaur, please 
write to or phone your Magazine Representative.

GENERAL NOTES
The Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held at the 

Albert Hotel, Derby Road, on Thursday 2nd February, at 7.30 p.m. 
Come along and air your views.

As an Association we are not as active as we ought to be. Shortly 
you will be receiving a letter detailing various ways in which this state 
of affairs can be altered—with your co-operation.

The Old Boys’ Association should carry on and strengthen the 
traditions of the School. Your Committee does not feel that we are 
doing enough in this direction and you are asked, therefore, to give the 
proposals in that letter your very urgent consideration.

C. G.
Rugby Club.

The season so far has not brought the 1st XV a great deal of success 
as far as match results go. After a win of 9-0 against Notts. Corsairs 
in the first match of the season, great things were expected. Unfortu
nately this winning form was not maintained and it was not until 
December 2nd that we won again. This was against the Aylestonians 
Club (Leicester) and marked the first occasion in our history that we 
had beaten them. It was no “fluke”, but was the culmination of a 
steadily increasing team spirit that augurs well for the future. Several 
matches have been lost very narrowly when the team has played one or 
two men short, owing to injuries or unavoidable absences.



THE CENTAUR Thirty-five

The most heartening sign this year has been the improvement in the 
2nd XV. Its members are now playing hard, direct and constructive 
Rugby that should show very satisfactory results as the season progresses. 
Geoff. Swain is proving to be a very capable and inspiring captain.

More boys are now joining the Club as soon as they leave school. 
This is a good sign. There must be a steady infusion of younger 
players if we are to play attractive Rugby and keep (and improve) our 
fixture list. The average age of the 1st XV is comparatively high and 
it is only fair that older, but none the less enthusiastic, players should 
be given the chance of a rest occasionally.

So—you lads still at school who read this—keep the Rugger Club 
in mind when you leave, won’t you ?

Tearn records are given below :—
Points Points

Played Won Lost Drawn for against
1st XV 12 2 10 46 100
2nd XV 12 5 7 119 99 

R.P.H./C.G

PROSE AND VERSE
THE ENGLISHMAN

An Englishman cannot but choose 
To lose whatever he’s to lose.
He cannot try to write or say 
He loves the sun and light of day— 
He loves the sea and smell of hay— 
It’s not his way.
He cannot kneel and speak his mind; 
He knows it’s difficult to find 
The proper word that leaves behind 
A sweet but confused taste.
He does not let himself indulge 
In sentiment—by word divulge 
Just what goes on inside.
But placid as a silent pond 
His eyes infer what lies beyond 
His solitary word.
His soul is all integrity ;
His face and form are harmony ;
He is a trusty type. You see—
He is an Englishman !

R.A.H. (VI U.A.)
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RECORD CARD CLASSIFICATIONS
(A Moral Tale)

The Person of Native Ability thrust his hands deep into his pockets 
and gazed soulfully over the shoulder of the Troglodyte who was 
trying hard to master the game of Patience. At the other end of the 
long oak table the Hard Slogger pushed back his greasy hair with ink- 
stained fingers, and blinking through his thick-lensed spectacles lit 
another candle. It was a fine bright day, but the row of candle stumps 
along the table testified to the strange habit of the Hard Slogger. 
Behind a barrier of neatly-penned manuscripts at midtable the Well 
Noter sat scribing, rather like a bantam cock pecking in a pile of corn.

Then without warning the whole scene changed, and all four found 
themselves sitting in front of a pretty, little fairy about nineteen years 
old.

The fairy squeaked gaily, “I have brought you here to reward each 
one according to his merits.”

At this the Troglodyte jumped to his feet crying, “Free pop and 
ice-cream for all school-boys,” but, for his bad manners the fairy 
waved her magic wand and condemned him to be everlastingly happy. 
(I believe she married him several wxeks later). The Person of 
Native Ability, being sunk deep in meditation, was overlooked, but the 
Hard Slogger was rewarded with an unending ladder stretching out 
towards a rainbow, which he slowly and painfully began to ascend. He 
has never been seen or heard of since. As for the Well Noter, he was 
turned into a filing cabinet which now graces the large hall in the local 
museum.

A.J.B. (VI U.A.)

THE HUMAN CHIMNEY
There’s a chap who gets on our bus each morning 
Who, after settling on his seat, still yawning,
Takes out a pipe and starts to smoke.
Soon everyone around him starts to splutter and to choke; 
And wdien you tell the chap he really must desist 
He turns around and simply wdll persist 
In puffing at you clouds of smoke so thick,
You feel, at any moment you’ll be sick.
You turn amid the spluttering and choking 
“Dear sir, wrhat is that stuff which you are smoking ?
A sw:eaty sock ? A strand or two of rope ?
A ration book ?” You speak to him in hope 
That he will see that you dislike the stuff
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And put away his pipe without another puff.
But no, his paper now he opens and reads,
And still he grins and smokes his pipe of weeds 
And then at last with cheerful sigh 
You get down from the bus and say Goodbye 
And wander off to school without a care 
Glad that once again you breathe fresh air.

D.B. (VI L.A.)

THE VILLAGE
The village lies o’er yonder hills,
And ’tis without compare,
For there’s the house where I was born,
A boy with ne’er a care.

A gurgling stream flows past the spot,
And willows form a shade,
That spot was once my favourite haunt,
And there for hours I played.

My old school stands upon a hill,
Its tower screened by an oak,
And every morning, fair or fine,
Its bell would greet us folk.

On Sundays when the school was closed,
The church bell used to ring,
And later at our oaken pews,
We hymns of praise would sing.

Oft have I longed to go back there,
The Church and School to see,
To play once more beside the stream,
Then rest beneath a tree.

L.J.G. (V A.)

CROSSING THE DESERT
We had been travelling for three days and nights and now, as the sun 

rose once again to commence its slow, scorching journey across the 
blue, cloudless heavens, our hearts sank as we looked round and saw 
nothing but sand.
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There were three of us, mounted on camels, crossing this stretch of 
desert, the width of which none of us knew—Kraut, the huge Scandi
navian and the recognised leader of our lonely trio, Rockefeller, the 
American and the life and soul of the party, and myself, the Englishman.

We were Legionnaires escaping from a Touareg band. Our lips were 
dry and cracked, our tongues swollen and black but on and on we 
travelled.

The next day our camels collapsed, unable to go any further.
“Say, how about drinking their blood or even some of the water they 

store in their humps,” said Rockefeller, his parched throat framing the 
words with difficulty.

My stomach revolted against this proposition and for days we 
travelled on. Our shoes were soon worn out and we walked on blis
tered, burning feet.

Then on the eighth day Kraut went mad ! He had been muttering 
and groaning all morning and when the sun reached its zenith he 
started to run.

He ran over a dune and we followed him and reaching the top, 
looked down. He was kneeling in the sand, pouring handfuls of sand 
down his throat and though we ran to him and did all we could, he 
died soon afterwards.

Rockefeller and myself continued walking until on the tenth day we 
saw a village a few miles in front of us, but although we travelled as fast 
as we could for about four hours the village was still as far away.

“A mirage,” laughed Rockefeller and ran off over a dune.
“A mirage,” I said and fell down moaning. A few hours later I 

rose and followed Rockefeller’s footsteps. Over the dune I saw 
Rockefeller lying in a pool. All round were palm trees and grass.

I’m running down the slope now. I can see the water. I fall on my 
knees and crawl into the water. Huh ! Rockefeller doesn’t move— 
he’s dead, drowned.

I won’t be silly and go right into the water like Rockefeller. I’ll 
just lie here.

But I’m in the water, I can’t crawl out. I’m wet through. I am 
drowned.

I am standing on top of the dune. There’s Kraut and Rockefeller 
here too. W e’re walking again but we’re all dead. The sun is over
head and it has been there for hours. It seems we are destined to 
keep on walking in the sun, through scorching sand. Crossing the 
desert !

T.P.M. (V Sc.)
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ESCAPE !
The convict glanced furtively around him. They were working in 

the quarry as the Dartmoor mist closed down around them. No 
doubt they would soon be ordered to return to the prison. After one 
more hurried glance around him, convict 387 slunk away unobserved 
from the rest of the party. A quick dash; the low quarry wall was 
reached; over ! Then he froze ! So far, so good. He slipped down 
the bank, across the road, into the shelter of the opposite wall. Now 
for the marshy, desolate moor.

“Cus !” he exclaimed.
Shouts and whistles behind him; away to the open spaces he sprinted. 

“They’ll be getting organised in a minute,” he contemplated, “better 
get as far as possible.”

Through a bog, across a level stretch and into a part of the moor full 
of steep-sided gullies. Now, the baying of hounds could plainly be 
heard as they picked up his scent. Whilst travelling down a bank, 
fate forsook him. He stumbled, most likely on a hidden rock, and he 
was over.

“Cripes, my leg !” he swore; “bust, I reckon.”
He tried to run, but that proved impossible. He crawled away with 

great haste, for it sounded as though the hounds were on top of him. 
Through some more gullies, up a steep bank and a road confronted him. 
“I shall have to rest by the far wall,” he growled to himself.

He lay there—in bad condition. “Here they come,” he groaned, 
as the noise of his pursuers grew louder; a lorry was coming as well. 
The prison officials stopped the lorry and the obvious questions were 
asked the driver. No, he hadn’t seen an escaped convict. The wardens 
drew off, away from him. Then a reckless idea crossed his tortured 
brain—the lorry ! He staggered across to it and, as it drew off, 
heaved himself into the back of it. Then he remembered no more.

“Where am I ?” when he came to.
“In prison,” someone sniggered.
He had boarded the lorrv bringing fresh food supplies to the prison.

B.R.L. (V Sc.)

REDWINGS
It was some hours after nightfall, a thin mist obscuring the starlight 

and the more garish lights of men in the valley below the hill on which 
I stood, when a faint “seep-seep” came from the misty void before me. 
The call was repeated in chorus over a wide front, rising to a crescendo 
as a sudden flurry of beating wings passed low above me, becoming
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ghostly in the distance as the birds pressed on through the darkness. 
Again the calls, again the flutter of wings, and yet again till at last the 
long silence of the night told that this wave of feathered wanderers had 
passed.

Very early next morning I found one of them in my garden. It 
still retained its exquisite, clear, flute-like song but with a touch of sad 
melancholy. The bird must have been one of the weakest of the 
flight and had stopped, at the cost of losing its comrades, to take a rest.

When I appeared, however, the redwing with a flutter of wings, 
fled to the nearest branch where, breaking out afresh into its song, it 
heralded the dawn. Skipping merrily around on the branches of the 
tree, the bird seemed to take stock of its new surroundings, when no 
doubt incited by the urge to rejoin its friends, it flew away into the sky, 
perhaps miles behind the rest, but nevertheless eager to catch up with 
them.

T.L.B. (V Sc.)
A CHRISTMAS FRIGHT

It was Christmas again and we had invited several friends to stay 
with us. When the great day came, mother was busy preparing all 
kinds of delicious food, and father was hanging holly and Christmas 
decorations. Parcels were arriving, but to my disappointment, all 
but one were clearly labelled “Not to be opened until Christmas.” 
This one I eagerly opened and found it contained an alarm clock, with 
a train front and green figures. After winding it up, I put it on my 
dressing table. Our guests arrived and the party began with heaps of 
food and lots of games. Finally, after sitting round the fire telling 
ghost stories, we all retired to bed. I cannot describe how badly I 
slept with ghosts, blood and bones continually appearing in my dreams. 
Suddenly I woke, shaking with fear, as I heard what I thought to be a 
bell tolling. I timidly looked around the room and cried for help as I 
saw a green object peering at me in the darkness. My yell awoke the 
whole household and Father came into the room and switched on the 
light. Imagine my surprise and shame, when I found the bell and 
glaring eyes belonged to the alarm clock with luminous dial I had 
received that morning.

M.D.B. (Illb)
AUTUMN

When nuts are ripe and leaves are gold,
And spring’s young birds are growing old;
When squirrels gather their winter store,
And swallows fly to a foreign shore,
And sly, old reynard is growing bold,
We know that summer’s story’s told.

C.J.H. (//a,)
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THE ILL-FATED MARINERS
(An Extract)

And as we sailed the glassy sea,
And watched our sun-scorched sails, 
We lay around the foc’sle head,
And listened to their tales.
Tales of wreck, of death, of doom,
That set our souls a-shiver,
And waiting, waiting, for the breeze,
That would our ship deliver.
And then a shout, a cry of joy,
As the look-out scanned the sea.
With trembling arm he pointed where 
The breeze came, plain to see.

J.B.P. (Mb.)
GLAMOUR BOY

Grim death in black and white before him stood,
And he, alone, deserted by his friends
Stood motionless and tense, o’ercome with dread.
He wished the foe would shoot and end it all;
In agony he waited, but in vain.
The foe enjoyed his hopeless victim ’s plight,
And leisurely and calmly took his aim.
The victim was prepared and as he stood 
His former life before him passed. And then—
The shot. The victim sprawled out in the mud.
Next day the Journal proudly told the tale 
Of Walker saving Lawton’s penalty goal.

P.S. (Ila.)
LYDFORD GORGE

Walking by a silent stream, one hears
The hurried rush of waterfall; then round
The bend is seen the Lady White of Lydford Gorge.
Away upstream the darting fish are seen 
In dark green pools, o’erhung by bracken fronds. 
Narrower, steep walled, and rocky becomes the Gorge 
Then all at once, a deafening roar is heard 
As mighty waters into the cauldron swirl.
The path ascends the rocky wall and soon 
Through sunlit trees of birch and oak is seen 
The bridge which spans the yawning Lydford Gorge.

B.J.A. (Ila.)
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HERE’S HOW
This is stuff 
Called modern verse,
Which is not, as is popularly supposed,
Just prose cut into strips, but a very serious 
Subject,
Requiring skill for expression.
The arrangement of the lines depends upon the sense, 
Usually,
And words to be noted are often 
On a line 
By themselves.
This verse must please the eye 
When read silently,
And the ear 
When said aloud.
Its reading is quite 
Different
From driving a steam roller,
But there should be an infinitesimal Pause 
At the end of each 
Backward or forward 
Motion.
Capitals may or may not 
Be used,
But distinguish the infinitesimals 
More clearly.
There is one 
Thing—
It is not dull,
And shows a sense of humour.
We do not churn this out.
It is in a class 
Of its own.
It is not boring, and is bom 
Of inspiration 
Quite often.

K. F. Ireland (1940-1947).
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