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EDITORIAL
Heredity in the widest sense, with its attendant traditionalism 

and conservatism, has ever been blamed for the tardiness of social 
progress. It is to-day made the scapegoat for the chaotic state of 
our educational system : “ it is an inheritance from the past,” we 
are told.

To the fact that so many have been responsible for the final 
product, and that the influence of each has lasted for so short a time 
-—the Ministry of Education has always been regarded as a stepping 
stone to higher things—and therefore each is responsible for such 
an infinitesimal part of the whole, the present hybrid nature of our 
educational system is due—one cannot condemn the Labour Party 
for the recent Education Act when one remembers that it was 
originally a Conservative measure, unless one happens to be a 
Liberal!

We cannot then diagnose to-day the precise cause of its weak
ness and so, equally, cannot apportion blame or effect reform; one 
misguided administrator, when charged, points back triumphantly 
to a predecessor who, in his turn, indicates one more remote still. 
So all escape opprobrium.

But the essential weakness of modern education is that it is very 
rigid, very factual and very wrong. Reformers may not intend 
such results but the system is no longer subject to good intentions.

Dare we say that ignorance is as important as knowledge? Is it 
necessary to happiness or greatness that man should be encyclo
paedic in knowledge? Are there not libraries? Are there not 
museums ?

The present system makes no provision for those who do not 
desire or do not need learning, the Shakespeares, the Dickenses— 
rare phenomena, admittedly, but yet the master spirits of their 
times, unhampered by the burdens and impositions of “ what every 
educated man should know.” How much more life and spirit 
breathe from them than from the book-worms we are urged to 
emulate to-day, those who gain high marks in Brains Trusts and 
Cash Quizes!

It is only to be hoped that there is sufficient elasticity within the 
present system to enable it to rectify its faults.

W.J.A.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS, 1948
Head Prefect : 
Vice-Captain: 
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects :

Captain of
Cricket: 

Vice-Captain: 
House Captains:

M. M. Foster.
E. H. Ward.
B. S. Baker, N. C. Nicholson, B. Purdy, J. G. 
Ripley, R. Whittaker.
H. A. Barker, L. C. Baxter, A. H. Brittain, B. 
M. Buswell, W. J. Garter, J. E. G. Etches, R. 
Hadfield, M. G. R. Hart, M. Kemp, P. H. Mars- 
land, A. Martin, F. S. Ottrey, G. N. Roberts,
C. D. Seedhouse, R. Seneschall, D. A. Stonelake, 
R. Waplington, A. J. Webster, G. Young.

M. M. Foster.
G. Young.
Blue : H. A. Barker.
G reen  : D. H. Marsland.
R ed  :E. H. Ward.
Y ellow  : M. M. Foster.

SCHOOL NOTES
At the end of the Christmas Term, 1947, Mr. F. W. Packer left 

to take up the post of Senior Physics Master at Faversham Grammar 
School; in March Mr. F. Gething left the school for industry : he 
sailed to U.S.A. in the Queen Mary and is now established with 
Messrs. Nordberg, engineers, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. We wish 
them both success in their new spheres.

We welcome Mr. R. McCandless to the school as Senior Physics 
Master in Mr. Packer’s place. A new Metalwork Master has not 
yet been appointed; Mr. A. R. Boddy, assisted by P. Clarke and 
J. M. Rhodes, two Sixth-Formers with no university examination 
responsibilities, is filling the gap until an appointment is made.
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We heartily congratulate G. W. Ross on obtaining a Nottingham 
University College Revis Grant.

Rugby Football Colours for the season 1947-8 were awarded to 
M. M. Foster and R. J. N. Dakin (re-awards) and to J. E. G. Etches, 
J. G. Ripley, E. G. Lawrance and R. Whittaker.

Since the beginning of the School Year, September 1947, a num
ber of college students have been in the school, for some weeks at 
a time, practising teaching in their special subjects; eight were from 
Nottingham, seven from Loughborough and one from Cambridge.

A few days before breaking-up for the Christmas holidays, the 
whole school was entertained by the Lilliput Marionette Players 
with a dramatic adaptation of Dickens’s “ Christmas Carol.” 
The “ actors ” were puppets some three feet high.

The Christmas term ended with the public presentation by the 
Dramatic Society, on 16th and 17th December, of Emlyn Williams’s 
“ The Druid’s Rest,” and the Easter term with the presentation to 
the school of extracts from “ The Merchant of Venice ” and “ A 
Midsummer Night's Dream.”

Senior members of the school have been privileged to see the 
dramatic productions of several Nottingham Societies this term :— 
“ The Importance of Being Earnest,” “Much Ado About Nothing,” 
“ The School for Scandal,” “ A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” 
“ Julius Caesar,” and “ Man and Superman.”

Visits of a different nature were to Bentinck Colliery, the Atomic 
Train at Victoria Station, a lecture at U.C.N. on Atomic Fission, 
the British Industries Fair at Birmingham, Nottingham Gas Works, 
and Trent Bridge Cricket Ground for a demonstration by county 
players.

Lectures to the Fifth and Sixth Forms have been given by Mr.
D. Grant on “ The Tennessee Valley Authority” by Rabbi Dr. S. 
Goldman and Mr. Zabalavi, both on the Palestine Problem; and by 
Dr. P. R. K. Bradbury on “ Medicine as a Career.”

The Athletic Sports were held on May 4th and two new records 
were established—in the Senior Cricket Ball and Middle High 
Jump.

School teams have been entered in various inter-school and 
A.A.A. events, and a centaur design similar to that on the cover of 
this magazine, but larger, in red and facing right, was made by 
Foster from a lino-cut as a badge for the teams. A print from it, 
together with the reports of the teams’ successes, appears after the 
Athletic Sports results.
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Several new clubs and societies have been begun recently, and 
accounts of the activities of a Chess Club, a Boxing Club and a 
Campanological Society will be found in later pages.

The Sixth Form are taking dancing lessons at school on Thurs
day evenings, assisted by their opposite numbers from Brincliffe 
Grammar School.

During the week-end. May lst-2nd, the school housed a County 
Youth Course for Youth Club leaders; on 29th May the County 
Drama Festival was held in the School Hall, Mr. John Holden of 
the British Drama League being the adjudicator.

Education Weeks have been observed in various parts of the 
county in which our boys live, different districts taking different 
weeks. Under these circumstances no one week could be set aside 
as the School’s Education Week, but each Wednesday in May and 
June parents have been welcomed here and have seen work in 
progress.

The Henry Mellish Parent-Staff Association has for officers 
President, Mr. W. G. Ripley; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. A. S. W. Wilt
shire and Mr. S. Revill; Secretary, Mr. G. Moore; Treasurer, Mr.
E. A. Burnham.

Several meetings have been held since the formation of the Asso
ciation in September, 1947, notably one in September, to discuss 
the County Development Plan as it affects the school, and one in 
March to hear the Headmaster’s address on “ The School and 
what it can do for your sons.” Other meetings of a more social 
character have also been held.

A joint letter from the Parent-Staff Association, the Old Boys’ 
Association and the Headmaster and Staff has gone to the Minister 
of Education protesting against the County Authority’s projected 
closing of the Henry Mellish School and the building of co-educa- 
tional schools in its place. The protest was based largely on the 
replies to a questionaire which revealed that 95 per cent of parents 
favoured the continuance of the Henry Mellish School “ as a school 
for boys of 11 to 19 in some part of our present area.”

We welcome Mr. C. Good, 18 Moore Road, Mapperley, as 
Magazine Secretary, and Mr. I. E. Dring, “ Beauvale,” Papple- 
wick Lane, Linby, as Treasurer of the Old Boys’ Association in 
place of Mr. P. A. Morley and Mr. L. Crawley, resigned.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, McCandless, Goodall, Marshall, Smith, Good, M. M. 
Foster and W. J. Argyle.
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We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines 
and apologise for possible omissions : The Elizabethan, The Gong, 
The Granthamian, Heanor Grammar School Magazine, The Mitre, 
Mundella Magazine, The Newtonian, The Nottinghamian, The 
Pavior, The West Bridgfordian and The Magazine of the Royal 
College, Ceylon.

MR. F. W. PACKER
The end of the Christmas Term saw the departure of Mr. F. W. 

Packer to take up the post of Senior Physics Master at Faversham 
(Kent) Grammar School.

Mr. Packer had been with us since January, 1942, and in that 
time had given loyal and valuable service to the school.

The Headmaster on breaking-up day especially emphasised Mr. 
Packer’s untiring devotion to his work in innumerable ways. In 
addition to his work as Senior Physics Master, in which he had 
been eminently successful, if we were to judge from the many uni
versity successes, he had been instrumental in raising the standard of 
swimming; he and his Sixth Form had written and produced a 
pantomime each Christmas; both in lighting and in actual produc
tion he had helped materially towards the success of the annual 
school plays; his interest in the general, all-round development of 
the Science Sixth had been illustrated by his eagerness to arrange 
lectures, discussions and debates on a wide range of subjects and 
his readiness to have boys visit him in Nottingham and in London 
in the holidays for their further social and cultural benefit.

He had been regarded by staff and boys as an admirable colleague 
and master, approachable and helpful at all times; his departure 
was a great loss to us.

We wish him and Mrs. Packer every happiness at Faversham.

VALETE.
VI TG.—Clay, J. T. B., Dakin, R. J. N., Hallam, A., Lawrance, E. G., 

Mason, C. G., Pickering, R. A., Rattenberry, P., Shelton, J. P., 
Smith, E. A.

V Sc.—Vranch, D. J.
Vc.—Litchfield, D., Marlow, R., North, J. H.
Ilia.—Daft, G.
I  l i e .—Kirton T. C., Peck, C. F. 
lie.— Isle, W. W.
la. —Sandall, B. N.
lb. —Roycroft, D. J.
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AVETE.
VI Lower Science—Garvin, P. G., Smith, J. M.
IVa—Mowbray, B. C.
IV  Science—Titterton, D., Wallen, G. D. P.
I lia—North, B. S.
I l lb—Hamilton, I. J.
IIIc—Thompson, A. 
l ie—Berry, A. K.
Ic—Sibley, D. J., Stubbs, M. A., Thacker, R., Walker, A. R. A., 

Whittemore, E. B.

RUGBY, 1947-8
RESULTS.

Played 14, Won 9, Lost 5, Points for 197, Points against 106, is the 1st 
XV’s analysis for 1947-8. In spite of only a moderate ending to the season, 
its general success was due to the marked style, enthusiasm and team spirit. 
Sat., Dec. 13th v. West Bridgford G.S. (Away). Won 11-3

With the school playing hard but not with their usual consistency a 
muddy battle was won. Bridgford fought back well, and a good game was 
enjoyed by all.
Sat., Jan. 17th, ‘ A ’ XV v. Old Nottinghamians ‘ B ’ XV

(Home) Won 17-3
An excellent game despite adverse conditions. Mud and pouring rain 

made handling difficult but the school, including five of the Second XV, 
showed superiority in back division.
Wed., Jan. 21st v. U.C.N. 2nd XV (Away) Lost 6-14

Fighting hard and keeping the pace better than our opponents, the 
school narrowly lost but went down gallantly. The tall and heavy pack 
of our opponents proved the deciding factor in a rather loosely controlled 
game.
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Wed., Jan. 28th v. Midland Ag. College (Away) Lost 9-24
The school team, although beaten by a wide margin, were certainly not 

disgraced against a more powerful side and played well despite the loss 
of two men in the second half.
Sat., Jan. 31st v. King’s School, Grantham (Home) Lost 8-11 

The school side, severely weakened by the absence— through injury—of 
six 1st team members, lost narrowly in an unenterprising game.
Wed., Feb. 11th v. Alderman Newton’s School (Away) Won 12-3 

The school played much better in this return match and by reason of 
strong tackling and opportunism won quite comfortably by a dropped goal, 
a penalty (by Lawrance) and a goal to a penalty goal.
Sat., Nov. 15th v. Cranwell Apprentices ‘A’ (Away) Won 14-0 

The school were superior in every department and only a strong wind, 
boisterous tactics by Cranwell, and the injury of both school centres 
prevented the score being higher.
Sat., Nov. 22nd v. Nottingham High School (Away) Lost 0-11 

After a sound, enthusiastic game the school acknowledged defeat to the 
better side; they were however unlucky to be beaten by such a wide margin. 
We hope that Hurst, the High School winger, will make a quick recovery 
from his injury.
Sat., Dec. 6th v. Alderman Newton’s School (Home) Won 14-11 

An excellent, hard-fought game which the school were a shade lucky to 
win. With the issue in doubt almost until the final whistle, a better game 
could not have been wished for.
Sat., Feb. 28th v. West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Won 20-8

The end-of-season feeling failed to spoil an interesting match in which 
the school played 14 men all through the game. The school, always on top, 
could have won by a greater margin had all kicks been converted.

H ou se  M a tch e s— S en ior . 
lit Round—Green 11, Red 3.

Blue 19, Yellow 3.
2nd Round—Green 14, Yellow 5.

Blue 14, Red 11.
3rd Round—Green 8, Blue 5.

Red 5, Yellow 6.
Green House won Senior Championship.

H o u se  M a tch e s— Jun ior . 
lit Round—Green 11, Red 5.

Blue 11, Yellow 3.
2nd Round— Blue 11, Green 0.

Yellow 11, Red 3.
3rd Round—Yellow 16, Green 0.

Blue 37, Red 0.
Blue House won Junior Championship.

2nd XV M a t c h e s .
Oct. 1st v. High Pavement School (Home)
Oct. 8th v. Southwell G.S. 1st XV (Home)
Nov. 8th v. King’s School, Grantham( Home)
Nov. 12th v. High Pavement School (Away)
Nov. 22nd v. Nottingham High School (Home)

Won 22-8 
Won 15-3 
Won 41-0 
Won 11-0 
Lost 3-14
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Nov. 29th v. Newark Magnus School (Home)
Dec. 13th v. West Bridgford G.S. (Home)
Jan. 24th v. Nottingham High School (Away) 
Jan. 31st v. King’s School, Grantham (Away) 
Feb. 7th v. Newark Magnus School (Away)
Feb. 21st v. Southwell G.S. (Away)
Feb. 28th v. West Bridgford G.S. (Away)

U nder  15 M a t c h e s . 
Oct. 11th v. West Bridgford G.S. (Home)
Oct. 18th v. High Pavement School (Away)
Oct. 22nd v. Mount St. Mary’s College (Away) 
Nov. 22nd v. Nottingham High School (Away) 
Dec. 9th v. Trent College (Away)
Dec. 13th v. High Pavement School (Home) 
Jan. 24th v. Nottingham High School (Home) 
Jan. 28th v. Southwell G.S. (Home)
Feb. 2nd v. Mount St. Mary’s College (Home) 
Feb. 11th v. Southwell G.S. ‘A’ (Away)

U nder 14 M a tc h e s . 
Sept. 27th v. West Bridgford G.S. (Away)
Oct. 4th v. Alderman Newton’s School (Away) 
Oct. 18th v. High Pavement School (Home)
Oct. 25th v. Alderman Newton’s School (Home) 
Nov. 8th v. King’s School, Grantham (Home) 
Nov. 15th v. High Pavement School (Away)
Nov. 29th v. Newark Magnus School (Away) 
Dec. 6th v. Nottingham High School (Home) 
Dec. 13 th v. High Pavement School (Away)
Jan. 17th v. Nottingham High School (Away) 
Jan. 31st v. King’s School, Grantham (Away) 
Feb. 7th v. Newark Magnus (Home)
Feb. 28th v. West Bridgford (Home)

(Cancelled) 
Won 24-7 
Lost 3-6 

Won 13-5 
Won 44-0 

Lost 3-8 
Won 35-0

Won 108-0 
Won 11-0 
Lost 20-8 
Lost 9-5 

Lost 19-11 
Won 33-11 

Won 6-0 
Won 33-0 

(Cancelled) 
Lost 17-5

Won 6-3 
Lost 9-3 
Won 8-0 
Won 8-0 
Lost 9-3 
Lost 6-5 

(Cancelled) 
Lost 14-3 
Won 6-3 

Drawn 9-9 
Won 6-0 
Won 6-0 

Won 23-0

CRICKET
The cricket season did not begin with the blessing of good 

weather, for three of the first six matches were affected by rain— 
the match against the Staff and Old Boys X I and that against High 
Pavement School were cancelled, while the one against Newark 
Magnus School was postponed.
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As a large proportion of the 1947 XI was still at school, this 
year’s X I promised well, with perhaps some slight weakness in 
batting. J. C. Hempstock’s return to the school—an increase to our 
batting strength—was offset by the loss from E. G. Lawrance’s entry 
into the R.A.F. Search has continued for batsmen, with Robinson 
our most promising find; we hope his first innings of 55 not out will 
be followed by even greater successes.

M.M.F.

RESULTS.
Sat., May 1st v. Staff and Old Boys’ X I (Home) (Cancelled)

Wed., May 5th v. University College III (Away) Won by 9 wkts.
U.C.N. 63 (Lawrance 4 for 13, Nicholson 3 for 11).
School 64 for 1 (Lawrance 38 not out).

The school dismissed the University for the moderate total of 63, soon 
obtained against the mediocre attack of the University.

Wed., May 12th v. University College II (Home) Drawn
School 93 (Lawrance 21, Mr. Evans 18).
U.C.N. 76 for 8 (Marsland 3 for 6).

A minor collapse followed a confident opening but the situation was 
restored after a bright knock by Mr. Evans. The University were much 
stronger than in the previous week.

Wed., May 26th v. Newark Magnus School (Home) (Postponed)

Sat., May 29th v. The King’s School, Grantham (Away) Drawn
School 112 for 5 dec. (Robinson 55 not out, Nicholson 24).
King’s School 44 for 7 (Binch 2 for 0, Hempstock 2 for 3).

An energetic 55 not out by Robinson (including 10 boundaries) and an 
invaluable 24 by Nicholson enabled the school to declare after a disastrous 
opening. Lack of time made it impossible for the school to gain a victory. 
Hempstock proved that he is also a most useful pace-bowler, his analysis 
reading:—9 overs, 7 maidens, 3 runs, 2 wickets.

Wed., June 2nd v. High Pavement School (Home) (Cancelled)

Sat., June 5th v. Alderman Newton’s School (H) Won by 69 runs. 
School 122 for 1 dec. (Hempstock 73 not out, Foster 32 not out). 
Alderman Newton’s 53 (Binch 3 for 7, Marsland 2 for 4, Hempstock 

3 for 9, MacLeod 2 for 4).
Foster, playing his first match this season, helped Hempstock to put on 

101 in an unbroken second wicket stand. Alderman Newton’s batted 
stubbornly on a drying wicket but were dismissed with twenty minutes to 
spare.
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ATHLETIC SPORTS
Thanks to a spell of reasonably good weather, all the standards 

were completed in time for Sports Day on 4th May. Points for 
standard performances were gained as follows:

Sen ior  :
Red, 156 pts.; Yellow, 148 pts.; Blue, 120 pts.; Green, 103 pts.

Junior :
Yellow, 205 pts.; Red, 200 pts.; Blue, 194 pts.; Green, 178 pts.

Rain fell just before Sports Day, making the surface of the 
ground too treacherous for the jumps to be held. However, 
the other events were held, in cold, unpleasant conditions, and the 
jumps were decided later.

Two records were broken : R. Whittaker (Y) increased the Senior 
Cricket Ball throw by 3| inches, to 88 yards, 2 feet, 10| inches; C. 
Veall (R) raised the Middle High Jump by 2 inches to 4 feet 
8 inches.

Three records were equalled : Yellow House Senior Relay Team 
covered the distance in 50 seconds; M. M. Foster (Y) cleared 18 feet 
7 inches in the Senior Long Jump, and E. J. Hardwick (B) jumped 
4 feet 1 inch in the Junior High Jump.

The House Championship results were :
Sen ior  (Clifton Cup):

Yellow, 205 pts.; Red, 186 pts.; Blue, 151 pts.; Green, 114 pts.
Junior (Norman Cup):

Yellow, 250 pts.; Red, 243 pts.; Blue, 232| pts.; Green, 227jj pts.

RESULTS.
80yds. (Junior)— 1, Reward (G); 2, Kerr (R); (3), Brownhill (G); 4, Cox 

(Y). Time 10.7.
80yds. (Middle)— 1, Kay (R); 2, Morris (G); 3, Trowell (B); 4, Whyman 

(B). Time 10.
100yds. (Senior)— 1, Hadfield (Y); 2, Kemp (Y); 3, Webster (R); 4, 

Roberts (B). Time 11.1.
180yds. (Junior)— 1, Reward (G); 2, Stansfield (Y); 3, Walker (R); 4, 

Henson (Y). Time 24.8.
180yds. (Middle)— 1, Bestwick (Y); 2, Kay (R); 3, Whyman (B); 4, Kemp 

(Y). Time 22.3.
220yds. (Senior)— 1, Foster (Y); 2, Hadfield (Y); 3, Kemp (Y). Time 25.4. 
l,000ydr. (Middle)— 1, Morley (B); 2, Cox (R); 3, Roddis (R); 4, Emblin 

(B). Time 2 min. 53 sec.
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HEAD OFFICE :

LO W  PAVEMENT 

BRANCHES IN ALL DISTRICTS
Open daily 10 to 4. Except Friday 10 to 6.

Sat. 9-30 to 12.30
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1 mile (Senior)— 1, Smart (B); 2, Argyle (Y); 3, Roberts (B); 4, Brown 
(B). Time 5 min. 5 sec.

Junior Relay, 4 X 80 yds.— 1, Green; 2, Yellow; 3, Red. Time 50.1.
Middle Relay, 4 X 80 yds.— 1, Blue; 2, Green; 3, Red. Time 45.9.
Senior Relay, 4 X 110 yds.— 1, Yellow; 2, Red; 3, Blue. Time 50.0.
High Jump (Junior)— 1, Hardwick (B); 2, Stansfield (Y); 3, Severn (Y); 

4, Henson (Y); height 4 ft. 1 in. (Middle)— 1, Veall (R); 2, Best- 
wick (Y); 3, Hudson (B); 4, Woodhouse (Y); height 4 ft. 8 ins. 
(Senior)— 1, Foster (Y); 2, Webster (R); 3, Marsland (G); 4, Morley 
(Y); height 4 ft. 101 ins.

Long Jump (Junior)— 1, Kerr (R); 2, Cotes (Y); 3, Greasley (G); 4, 
Kohler (B); distance 13 ft. 2J ins. (Middle)— 1, Bestwick (Y); 2, 
Morris (G); 3, Veall (R); 4, Dakin (Y); distance 15 ft. 01 ins. 
(Senior)— 1, Foster (Y); 2, Lawrance (G); 3, Topliss (Y) ; 4, Smart 
(B); distance 18 ft. 7 ins.

Throwing the Cricket Ball (Junior)— 1, Sleaford (Y); 2, Froggatt (R); 3, 
Greasley (G); 4, Kerr (R); distance 55 yds. 7 ins. (Middle)— 

1, Duncombe (G); 2, Veall (R); 3, Whyman (B); 4, Hammerton 
(Y); distance 75 yds. 2 ft. (Senior)— 1, Whittaker (Y); 2, Smith 
(R. H.) (Y); 3, Bonser (R); 4, Wildgust (R); distance 88 yds. 2 ft. 
101 ins.

Putting the Shot (Junior)— 1, Sleaford (Y); 2, Roberts (B); 3, Stansfield 
(Y); 4, Chambers (B); distance 30 ft. 8 ins. (Middle)— 1, Dun
combe (G); 2, Kay (R); 3, Mowbray (B); 4, Morris (G); distance 
42 ft. 2 ins. (Senior 8lbs.)— 1, Perkins (B); 2, Farworth (G); 1, 
Hartley (G); 4, Smart (B); distance 34 ft. 10 ins. (Senior 12lbs.)— 
1, Whittaker (Y); 2, Etches (B); 3, Drinkwater (R); 4, Ripley (R); 
distance 34 ft. 10 ins.

Discus (Middle)-—1, Duncombe (G); 2, Brown (B); 3 (equal. Smith (B), 
Jackson (G); distance 94 ft. 2 1 ins. (Senior)— 1, Etches (B); 2, 
Humphreys (R); 3, Drinkwater (R); 4, Lawrance (G); distance 
105 ft.

Javelin (Senior, 14- 16 yrs.)— 1, Humphreys (R); 2. Stringer (B); 3, Hall 
(R); 4, Smith (B); distance 105 ft. Over 16 yrs.— 1, Smith, R. H. 
(Y); 2, Bonser (B); 3, Whittaker (Y); 4, Stonelake (Y); distance 
117 ft. 10 ins.

Final Points—1, Yellow 455 pts.; 2, Red 429 pts.; 3, Blue 3831 pts.; 4, 
Green 3411 pts.

T he Sch ool  R elay  T eam  
An increased interest in athletics in the school and a record- 

breaking Yellow House senior relay team has led to the formation 
of a school relay team. The members this year are : M. M. Foster, 
R. Hadfield, M. Kemp and D. Smart. However, despite the smart 
turn-out, greatly helped by the red Centaur athletic colours 
designed by Foster, the team has not met with any great success. 
This is principally due to the lack of training in general and in relay 
tactics in particular. The most obvious weakness was in baton
changing, which proved disastrous even though the team contained 
reasonably good runners.
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This year the team competed at two meetings. In the race for 
the Cuthbertson Cup at the Queen Elizabeth School, Mansfield, 
we were eliminated in a heat. At West Bridgford we were placed 
fourth in the final for the Trivett Cup. The better form in the 
second outing shows that sustained practice and coaching will pro
duce an improved standard of running.

N o tt s  A.A.A. Junior A thlet ic  C ham pion sh ips
The County A.A.A. Championships were held on Ericsson’s 

Sports Ground at Beeston on 29th May. The school entered com
petitors for the Under 16 Relay Race and for several individual 
events.

Places were gained by R. H. Smith, who was second in Throwing 
the Javelin, and by M. M. Foster, who cleared 5 feet 1J inches to 
gain third place in the High Jump.

“Standards” were gained by R. Whittaker (12 lb. shot) with a 
put of 35 feet 10J inches, and by J. E. G. Etches and G. S. Hum
phreys in Throwing the Discus. The Relay Team was knocked out 
in the first heat.

It is not yet known whether any of the school runners gained 
standards in their respective track events.

SWIMMING
This term’s swimming activities have been curtailed as the 

Northern Baths are available to us only on Thursday afternoons, 
which has made it impossible for those wishing to obtain further 
certificates to do so; we trust we shall be able to resume swimming 
in September.

However, the more advanced swimmers are now receiving after 
school on Thursdays a course of instruction for life-saving certifi
cates and we trust that some will eventually gain their bronze 
medallions.

On Monday, April 26th, a team went to swim against Leicester 
City Boys’ School, but was defeated by 95 to 65 points.

We look forward to a return match early in the autumn term 
and hope for greater success.

The Swimming Sports are to be_ held after this Centaur has 
gone to press; the results will be found in the next issue.

R.F.G.
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From a lino-cut by Foster D. ( IV a ).
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THE SCOUT TROOP
The troop, at the moment almost up to full strength, consists of 

thirty-eight members.
Troop Leader: W. J. Carter.
Senior Patrol: P.L., B. S. Baker; Second, M. G. R. Hart; Scouts,

J. M. Smith, R. J. Fox, J. H. Newcombe, D. A. 
Larder, J. F. Hankin.

Falcon Patrol:

Owl Patrol:

Pigeon Patrol :

Raven Patrol:

P.L., M. R. North; Second, G. W. Smith; Scouts, 
D. O. Riley, G. Reward, D. C. Flint, J. H. Cross, 
A. J. Marriott, C. J. Shipman.
P.L., R. W. Usher; Second, J. A. Garthwaite; 
Scouts, R. Williams, J. G. Moore, M. Williams, 
M. Murdon, B. Henson.
P.L., D. A. Stonelake; Second, J. D. Prince; 
Scouts, R. G. Pollitt, I. A. Cranch, T. D. Stubbs, 
R. I. Hughes, F. D. Froggatt, R. Boxall.
P.L., D. Gill; Second, D. Wilkinson; Scouts, C. 
M. Spalding, G. J. Hammond, D. A. Noon, J. 
Williams, D. J. Hardwick.

At the end of the season we finished at the head of the Football 
League, with the same number of points as the High Pavement 
Troop, they having won all their matches except one, which they 
lost to us; and we having won all our matches except one, which 
we lost to them.

The Scout Troop and Yellow House jointly held a Whist Drive 
and Dance at school on Saturday, June 5th. It was a most success
ful effort and raised about £40 for the two sponsors.

Owing to the football league, which took many of our Saturday 
mornings, it was not possible for us to hold our usual complement 
of meetings for Scouting activities during the winter months, but a 
strong contingent of Scouts took part in the St. George’s Day 
Parade and acquitted themselves smartly.

Curious passers-by on a recent Friday evening were no doubt 
mystified by a strange collection of smells, savoury and otherwise, 
wafting in the breeze from various corners of the School Field. 
Actually a meeting was in progress for the passing of various tests, 
finishing with a Grand Competition to find which patrol could pro
duce the best original breakfast dish. This was in preparation for 
camp, for this year it seems unlikelv, to say the least of it, that we 
shall be able to have our traditional breakfast of bacon and eggs 
every morning. Marvellous and multifarious were the remarkable 
concoctions produced. Probably the most unhappy people around
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at that time were the unfortunate S.M. and Seniors, who had to 
sample each specimen in order to pass judgment on it. The results 
in the main were successful and some useful tips were obtained 
which we intend to utilise at camp. The competition was won by 
the Raven Patrol, who produced a neatly arranged and very edible 
meal. Rumour has it that the Ravens have been approached by 
Matron to assist regularly in the kitchens, but we are able to quote 
from an authoritative source that this is completely without founda
tion.

Recent badge work has resulted in the following awards : 
First-Class Badge: B. S. Baker, M. G. R. Hart.
Handicraft Badge: A. J. Fox, P. W. Usher.
Linguist Badge: D. Gell.
Smallholder Badge: D. Prince.

During the Whitsuntide holiday a three-day camp was held at 
Thrumpton, which was well attended (holiday meetings are not 
compulsory). This showed that despite the lack of experience of 
over 60 per cent of the troop the enthusiasm is there, and with 
training obtained at this camp and at subsequent week-end camps 
held throughout the summer it seems that there will be little diffi
culty in maintaining our usual high standard of efficiency at the 
summer camp, which this year we anticipate holding at Oxford.

W.J.C.

DRAMATICS.
“THE DRUID’S REST”

On December 16th and 17th the School Dramatic Society ven
tured on one of its most ambitious efforts, presenting “ The Druid’s 
Rest,” by Emlyn Williams. The scene of the play is an inn in 
North Wales—which made the acquisition of a suitable accent the 
first obstacle to be overcome.

The set was the same throughout—the homely back parlour of 
The Druid’s Rest. This room, three sides of which were presented 
to the audience, was papered in a red-rose design and furnished in 
Edwardian style. In Edwardian fashions too were the costumes, 
for which the Society’s wardrobe had to be supplemented by con
tributions from grandparents and clothes well-saved since early in 
the century.

The hand of the true dramatist was evident in the characterisa
tion; he showed deep understanding of his own Welsh people and 
made it possible to play the part without exaggeration. Even the 
women’s parts were within the scope of the Society. R. A. Hawks- 
worth undoubtedly stole the show with his natural and convincing
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portrayal of Kate Edwards, promoted from Cockney “ theatre- 
dresser ” to publican’s wife. R. Seneschall’s naturally jovial dis
position fitted him for the part of her husband, devoted to the 
chapel choir of which he was choirmaster. The slight estrange
ment between them, due to their disagreement over money, was 
dispelled by the arrival at the inn of a suspected murderer, played 
by A. S. Hickingbotham with true upper-class coolness and non
chalance.

The local constable, played by G. N. Fearn, ponderously slow in 
thought and action, from his deep resonant voice, might well have 
been the “ best bass in Wales, as sound as a brazen bell.”

Other parts were on a similarly high level and combined to make 
the show a huge success. And those less in evidence—costumiers, 
electricians, stage-hands, noises-off, pianists and violinists—all share 
in that success.

(VI. L.A.)
The Cast was as follows :—

K ate  Edw ards  R. A. Hawksworth
G lan E d w a rd s , T om m os  Edw ards {Sons) - I Hodges, A. C. Mason
Job E d w a r d s ............................................. R. Seneschall
Sarah Jane Jeh o v a h  {Job’s Niece) - - - - R. J. Goodwin
I ssm a l  H u ghes South  A m e r i c a ................................S. S. Orgill
Z achar iah  Parry {Policeman) . . . .  G. N. Fearn
A M y ster iou s  W ayfarer - - - - A. S. Hickingbotham

Stage Managers - - - P. Clarke, J. M. Rhodes
Assistant Stage Manager - - - E. G. Lawrance
Properties - - - - - - R. J- N. Dakin
Lighting - - - - - D. L. Kirk, A. Martin
S c e n e r y ...........................................L. C. Baxter
Costumes - R. F. Casterton, D. M. Frost, G. M. Reeve,

J. M. Smith
Interval Music - E. W. Cox, E. H. Ward, I. P. MacLeod,

P. A. Preston

EASTER TERM: FORM PLAYS
On Thursday, March 18th, one might have been confronted by 

the strange sight of some boys actually working on the day before 
the holidays. The occasion was the performance of the court scene 
from “The Merchant of Venice,” by Form II, and of the Pyramus 
and Thisbe interlude from “ A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” by 
Form IV Sc.
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For a day or two before the Ila performance there had been 
some doubt about whether Poxon would recover from an attack of 
bronchial influenza in time to play the important part of Shylock. 
We are glad he did; there was hardly a trace of huskiness in his 
voice, and only once did he show an inclination to cough.

A variety of garments were borrowed, improvised and altered to 
give quite a pleasing impression of the colourful Doge’s court. 
Everybody involved worked hard and must be congratulated on 
what was, for a Second Form, a most effective rendering of a diffi
cult scene.

The parts were as follows:
Shylock , D. J. Poxon; An ton io , P. W. Ebling; Ba ssa n io , D. Chambers; 

D uke, J. Webster; G ratiano, C. R. Ball; Salario, P. Broadley; C lerk , 
D. E. Clark; Portia , J. D. Dorland; N e r is sa , E. P. Bailey.

In “ A Midsummer Night’s Dream ” Johnson, in the disguise of 
one Pyramus was prevented from kissing Thisbe, “ His beauteous 
lady ” (C. Clifford) by the frequent sneezes of E. Coxon, the wall. 
Beneath D. Crecraft’s catskin could be seen the features of P. 
Perkins, a lion, whilst equally disguised by a pair of yellow and red 
legs was E. Boardman, the prologue. J. Poole portrayed the indig
nant Moonshine before the attending court, consisting of Hippo- 
lyta (N. Binch), Hermia (T. Savage), Theseus (C. Cresswell), Lysan- 
der (B. Jukes), Philostrate (G. Loach), the Lord Mayor (Wilkinson), 
Demetrius (D. McIntyre).

Suitable music was provided by saucepan lids from the kitchen, 
Wilkinson’s French trumpet and piano accompaniment (of a rather 
different calibre) by Ward.

Although the actors were amateurs and the audience was not 
hard to please, much preparation went to the success of the play, 
although Johnson’s voice, Clifford’s figure and Coxon’s serious 
expressions gave the cast a good start to that success.

P.R.S. (IV Sc.)

THE MUSIC SOCIETY
Chairman: R. H adfield 
Secretary: A. J. W ebster

The number of meetings this term has been restricted by such 
things as examinations, but it has been possible to have enough- 
sessions to include most of the recent additions to the school record 
library. These have consisted of works by composers who were not, 
before, adequately represented in the collection, and by some less 
well-known composers, and have ranged, historically as well as 
musically, from Bach to Bartok.
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There have also been visits to outside concerts—the London Phil
harmonic Orchestra, under the distinguished Roumanian conductor 
Georges Enesco, the Royal Philharmonic, and the City of Birming
ham Orchestra with Campoli as soloist. It is hoped that the number 
of such visits will be increased in the future.

As usual, I should like to remind all those who are interested that 
membership is open to everyone in the school.

A.J.W. (VI U. Sc.)

SHAKESPEARIAN SOCIETY
Chairman: N. C. N ich olson  

Secretary: R. H adfield
The rapid growth and sustained vigour of the Shakespearian 

Society this year has astonished even its keenest adherents. 
Membership has passed the quarter of a century mark, while never 
has there been a meeting in which less than ten members have 
attended. This is a great improvement upon last year, and we 
must congratulate those who have been so constant in attendance, 
particularly in view of the fact that there have been twenty-six 
meetings this year. Indeed the members of the Society seem to 
have found pleasant relaxation in the colourful variety of proceed
ings—especially in the discussions, in which a hitherto unsuspected 
galaxy of talent has been revealed. However, with many of these 
stalwarts leaving this year, we hope for a better response from the 
present Fourth and Fifth Forms than previously received.

Four plays have been read—and their outstanding features dis
cussed—during the course of the year, namely “ Julius Caesar,
“ Winter’s Tale,” “ Timon of Athens,” and “ Othello.” In addi
tion, extracts have been selected from other plays in order to 
emphasise some particular aspect. All members of the English 
Staff have aided us from time to time, either by making appropriate 
comments during play-readings or discussions, or by giving talks on 
special aspects of Shakespeare’s ideas, methods and treatment, all 
of which have provided a most useful background to our studies. 
Finally, we would like to express our appreciation of the co-opera
tion of the Music Society on those occasions when we have heard 
recorded extracts of certain Shakespearian plays, often with 
accompanying music.

We can but echo the wish of one of our official speakers : “ May 
this elusive body long maintain its autonomy and independence.”

N.C.N. (VI U.A.)
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THE BOXING CLUB
The Boxing Club is yet in its infancy, but even so, quite clever 

boxing is to be seen on Tuesday and Friday evenings in the Gym 
and the hall.

Parrying, footwork, muscle control, balance, defence, drives, cuts, 
and hooks are beyond the first feeble stages; co-ordination is being 
achieved, and the noble art of self-defence being acquired as it 
should be.

1 Membership is restricted to enthusiasts, as hard work is the only
path to perfection in boxing, as our members have already found 
out, and the club welcomes newcomers with open arms (a few body 
punches will soon close them!) Boxing is a truly scientific art and 
to join the club is not to sacrifice oneself to the greedy gloves of 
pugilistic punches but to get excellent advice and training; it is a 
battling den, but a place where an old and invaluable art is 
practised.

R.H.S. (VI. L. Sc.).

THE CAMPANOLOGICAL SOCIETY
A School Society of bell-ringers has recently been formed and, 

judging by the keenness of the dozen or so members, has every 
prospect of success. There are six actual ringers, all of whom are 
members of the Southwell Diocesan Guild of Change-Ringers, and 
the remainder are promising learners.

Anyone in the vicinity of Room 17 will be acutely aware of the 
fact that the Society has been lent a set of eight hand-bells. These 
are the property of the family of Lieut. Col. N. Gervais Pearson of 
Bramcote, and we greatly appreciate the loan.

The Society hopes to make a “ tour ” of most of the local towers, 
and has made a start by ringing at Attenborough Church (six bells) 
in the Easter holidays, and at Greasley Church (eight bells), on the 
day of the Royal Silver Wedding.

The hand-bells were rung very creditably for a wedding at Bram
cote Church on Whit Monday, several of the ringers being friends 
of the bride, and the guests were suitably impressed.

» Any boy desiring to join the Society should approach the under
signed; ability to ring, or, alternatively, interest in ringing, are the 
only qualifications.

Practices on the hand-bells are held nearly every day in Room 
17 or Room 15, and meetings are to be arranged to take place every 
week.

K.J.E. (L. VI A.).
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CHESS CLUB
It was in Form IV Science that the idea of a chess club 

originated, but interest soon became general and developed into a 
School Chess Club which at once organised a knock-out tourna
ment with sixty-four entrants representing every Form in the 
school. The finalists were Copley of I lia  and Stonelake of VI U. 
Science, and the former, winning two games out of three, gained 
the prize of a set of wooden chessmen.

The critics’ scepticism as to the duration of the enthusiasm was 
quite unjustified for now, weeks after the tournament, the Junior 
Physics Laboratory is still packed with members, junior and senior, 
every dinner-time; and we have every confidence that next year 
we shall be holding inter-school chess matches.

The programme for the remainder of the term consists of talks 
by members of the Staff, inter-Form matches, a match between 
School A and B teams, and finally a School v. Staff match.

G. N. Roberts has given us a chess problem to solve; we add it to 
our notes for your solution—for your entertainment only!

J.H.M.

SLACK 6 , pieces.

m m w

m
m

W a Hi.n n i i HAW / %An IPi W / W anI 1 it
w a Wa W a
W H IT E  S  P i e c e s

WHITE TO PL Ay 
AND MATE  IN 
TWO MOVES



THE CENTAUR Twenty-three

DOWN THE MINE
Yes, it really looked as if the Sixth had been directed on Saturday, 

29th Nov. Overalls were donned, boots stepped into and pit helmets 
crammed on to protect those vital organs so well used at Henry 
Mellish. Finally, with pit lamps in hand we were rushed at 60 
m.p.h. from the cold and frosty November morning to the hot, 
close atmosphere of Bentinck’s lowest workings by the so-called 
“ lift,” without frills, of course. Below, further articles of November 
clothing were abandoned and we began the two-mile detour over 
1,200 ft. below ground. And believe me it was some walk ! Between 
looking on the floor for irregularities and to the roof for dangerous 
protrusions, we had an excellent opportunity of seeing how the 
miner works, if he doesn’t like to want. Yes, speleology or no speleo
logy, the engineers were able to inspect their engines and the 
mineralogists their minerals and every inch of bare rock was 
thoroughly scrutinised by our geological friends.

And believe it or not, even the non-swimmers did a fifty yards 
crawl most squirmingly, and without knee pads! Yes, rugby’s a 
tame game.

And faces! A minstrel show never put up with such competition 
before.

Even though there is only one manager in a colliery, mining’s 
really a fine job— for those who would like to take it up. However, 
I doubt whether the fine brains of our Sixth will be taxed in the 
oh, so very precise wielding of the pick or the so highly mathemati
cal job of painting the number on the coal in the tubs. Mining’s 
a man’s job.

R.H.S. (VI. L. Sc.).
“MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING”

On the evenings of February 5th, 6th, 7th, the Nottingham 
Shakespearian Society gave performances of “ Much Ado About 
Nothing,” in St. Catherine’s Church Hall. The Society reduced the 
prices for any members of the Vlth Form who might wish to go, 
and a party, consisting of members of the School Shakespearian 
Society and those who had perhaps more distateful reasons for 
knowing the play, attended each night. Our representatives, 
although regarding the performances with a trained and critical eye, 
found room for amusement rather than condemnation in certain 
amateurish deficiences which appeared at intervals. But on the 
whole, the play was well acted, Benedick, Beatrice, and the 
immortal Dogberry being particularly conspicuous, while the pro
portions and mannerisms of this particular Borachio remained a 
subject of entertainment for some days.

N.C.N. (VI U. A.).
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ATOMIC ENERGY
Several days before the visit to the ‘ Atomic Train ’ at Victoria 

Station, many members of Form VI were part of an audience at 
the Albert Hall where the distinguished scientist Professor Cockcroft 
gave a talk on Atomic Energy. He was introduced by the Lord 
Mayor, who pointed out that the Atomic Bomb presented us with 
a formidable moral and spiritual problem. The Professor then began 
a forty minutes’ address in which he clearly explained for the 
benefit of the layman such terms at nuclear energy (which he said 
was forty million times greater than ordinary energy, such as could 
be obtained by lighting a fire), radioactivity and ‘ heavy water.’ He 
also made clear the importance of plutonium and radium and 
showed some lantern slides of atomic bomb explosions and the 
‘ fire-balls ’ connected with them. Professor Cockroft ended his 
lecture optimistically by showing how atomic energy can be used 
for peaceful activities such as medical and chemical work, in the 
manufacture of textiles and in engineering. However, he gave force
ful reasons why atomic power could not at the moment be used for 
fuel and he warned us against complacency concerning disunity in 
International Atomic Energy Conferences. The last point was 
repeated by the Provost of Leicester University College, who 
pointed out that since the unknown is far more fearful than the 
known it behoves everyone to obtain as much knowledge as possible 
concerning Atomic Energy.

R.H. (VI. U. A.).
THE ATOMIC TRAIN EXHIBITION

On the morning of Monday, 16th February, a party consisting 
of members of the Sixth Forms together with several of the Science 
Staff met in the booking hall at Victoria Station and after being 
issued with tickets descended to the platform where the two coaches 
which housed the Atomic Train Exhibition were standing.

On the platform we were introduced to our guides who directed 
us through a rather cunningly concealed door in the rear coach 
into the “Atomic Train.”

Here we discovered that the exhibition was roughly divided into 
two halves. The first half consisted of apparatus, models and dia
grams illustrating the internal structure of the atom itself, while 
the second half contained various exhibits showing the principles of 
nuclear fission and the atomic bomb, the manufacture of the bomb, 
and lastly its devastating effects. The last part of the exhibition 
contained films and diagrams which clearly showed the numerous 
benefits which mankind could and should derive from a know
ledge of atomic physics.
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Highlights of the exhibition were the two Geiger counters which 
actually counted the number of particles emitted from a piece of 
radioactive material, registering their passage with loud “ clicks,” 
a metal bar alleged to weigh as much as a lump of uranium of 
the same dimensions, and the two self-operated films.

As we emerged from the door at the other end of the train we 
all felt that the first morning of our half-term holiday had been 
well spent and I feel sure that I can end by saying a G.T.W.H.B.A.

A.H.B. (VI. U Sc.).

“SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL”
When someone said of Noel Coward’s “ Present Laughter ” : 

“ It’s almost as funny as Congreve,” Mr. Coward replied, “ My 
dear sir, it’s much, much funnier.” Perhaps you may not agree with 
him as to the relative merits of Restoration and modern comedy, but 
it is undeniable that it was surpassed by the more gentle type of 
comedy which followed it, and which was perfected in Sheridan’s 
“ School for Scandal.” This has been amply demonstrated by the 
fact that, although Congreve rarely has his name on theatre pro
grammes, the “ School for Scandal ” has had innumerable revivals, 
by both professional and amateur companies. This particular one 
was by the Playgoers’ Society, and the performance on February 
21st, at the Bluecoat School, was attended by several members of 
this school.

The play is always delightful, entirely devoid of the brutality 
and coarseness of the Congreve-Wycherley-Vanbrugh type, and 
admirably suited to this particular stage. The presentation—scenery, 
costumes, etc.—was generally excellent, except in the scene in 
Joseph Surface’s room, for which a bookcase, with large brightly- 
coloured books, was painted on the scenery, looking merely ridicu
lous amongst all the “ period ” furniture.

The casting was good, the acting of a moderately high standard 
throughout, and, with the exception of the drinking scene in Charles 
Surface’s house, the pace of the action was well balanced.

A.J.W. (VI U. Sc.).

“MAN AND SUPERMAN”
The members of the U.C.N. Dramatic Society are to be congrat

ulated on choosing so massive a play as Shaw’s ‘ Man and Super
man ’ for their 1948 production, one performance of which was 
attended by a school party. In previous years they have given us 
plays of a lighter character—not that ‘ Man and Superman ’ is 
‘ heavy ’ drama (on the contrary, it tends towards comedy) but it
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forms a central exposition of Shavian philosophy in that one of his 
most important theories underlies the story, although the only 
time it is mentioned explicitly is in the dream interlude of Act III.

Taking the play as a whole, the production was moderately com
petent, although it would have been better if the stage designers 
and technicians had used a little more imagination, and a little less 
scenery. As it was, numerous inconsistencies, large as well as small, 
kept occurring. The play, however, makes demands beyond the 
resources of the average dramatic society, especially Act III, which 
requires a large stage, with a cyclorama, and extremely good light
ing, to be really effective. An outstanding example of this difficulty 
is the motor-car in the second Act, which, although constructed 
on the chasis which once graced one of our inner quadrangles, did 
not succeed very well in the prime object of looking like a car 
(1903 model), and certainly wouldn’t have fulfilled any of the 
functions expected of it, even that of holding the right number of 
people.

As to the acting, this was generally of quite a high standard, and 
some of it was excellent. I hope the Society will continue to present 
plays as interesting and theatrically important as this one, and 
that the standard will continue to improve as rapidly as it has done 
recently.

A.J.W. (VI. U. Sc.).

THE BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR
It had been announced at school, that on Saturday, 8th May, 

we were to travel by train to the B.I.F. at Castle Bromwich.
At 9 o’clock on the Saturday morning, we assembled in the book

ing hall of the L.M.S. station, and leaving Nottingham at 9.24 a.m., 
we journed there via Loughborough and Leicester.

During the journey some of the party collected engine numbers 
and names, and most of the other boys collected numbers for them, 
also.

On arriving at Castle Bromwich, we split up into parties of six, 
and made our way toward the 200-yard-long building, where the 
exhibits were situated. We walked round looking at the exhibits, 
in sweltering heat, and dust. There must have been thousands of 
people there of all nationalities.

We pushed our way about, looking at pots, pans, lawn mowers, 
air pistols (exhibited by Webley), washers, and hundreds of other 
household implements.
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We failed to get a dinner, because at each buffet were terrific 
queues, so the party walked outside and while looking at the out
door exhibits, ate our sandwiches, which we had luckily brought.

All the while, outside the Fair, there was an endless stream of 
Birmingham City Transport double-decker buses bringing people 
to the fair, and then taking them away. I counted about sixty-five, 
at one time.

We didn’t go into the fair again, but walked to a village, a mile 
or two away, and bought a bottle of “ pop ” each, as we all needed 
a drink badly.

A little while later, we walked back towards the fair, and I went 
to have a look around the bus-park. There were buses there of 
all kinds, with a terrific assortment of bodywork, and colours. The 
buses came from London, Bolton, Liverpool and almost all over 
the country.

At last, we all began to make our way back to the small station, 
where people thronged the platform, and trains came in and out 
about every five minutes.

Altogether, it had been a very exciting day.
B.G. (IV A.)

MR. RIGHT AND MR. WRONG
Early in the season Notts C.C.C. had invited us to Trent Bridge 

for a demonstration of cricket etiquette entitled “ Mr. Right and 
Mr. Wrong.”

Mr. “ Right ” (Joe Hardstaff) walked out of the pavilion leisurely 
with all straps fastened, gloves on, bat under his arm, and, having 
taken middle and leg guard, waited for his partner.

His partner, Mr. “ Wrong ” (Eric Meads, the stumper) rushed out 
with a cigarette in his mouth, his bat with the binding loose, his 
cap perched precariously on his head, and the strap of one pad 
unfastened. When he took guard, he did so with bat sloping and 
its binding stretched along the ground. Then he commenced to 
hack a large piece of turf out of the ground.

Joe Hardstaff next demonstrated a scoring stroke, but when he 
and Meads were half-way down the pitch Mr. “ Wrong ” shouted 
“ No,” and nearly caused him to be run out.

Later we entered the long room and saw some of the treasures 
of the club.

The visit ended with a walk over to the nets where Butler, Voce, 
and Woodhead were bowling. A valuable trip!

T.L.B. (Ill A).
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THE PALESTINE PROBLEM
On December 5th, 1947, Mr. Yusef Zabalavi gave an interesting 

talk, on the topical subject of Palestine, to an attentive and appre
ciative audience of members of Forms V and VI and several 
member of the Brincliffe Girls’ Grammar School, the first visitors 
from Brincliffe ever to enter this school. Mr. Zabalavi, whose home 
was Jaffa, the Palestine Arab port, spoke of the eighty million 
Arabs living around the Mediterranean shores and of their clash of 
ideologies with the Jews in connection with the Holy Land. He 
explained the Arab case for Palestine and as impartially as he 
could, outlined the Jewish point of view. He spoke of the Balfour 
Declaration of 1917 and he condemned the activities of the propa
gandists. He believed that the United Nations’ decision to partition 
Palestine was futile, mainly because of the one hundred and fifteen 
thousand Jewish minority in the Arab State and, the five hundred 
thousand Arab minority in the proposed Jewish State. Mr. Zabalavi 
tactfully answered many questions, especially those coming from the 
persistent Jewish members of the audience and he discussed “ Law
rence of Arabia ” and the exiled Mufti of Jerusalem. The Head 
Prefect of the Brincliffe Grammar School then warmly thanked him, 
seconded by our own Head Prefect.

R.H. (VI. U.A).

THE TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
On Friday, the 13th February, the Fifth and Sixth Forms enjoyed 

a lecture, illustrated with lantern slides, on the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. This was given by Mr. Grant, an Englishman who has 
spent the greater part of his life working in the United States for 
the now extinct League of Nations.

Mr. Grant first told us of the wasteful methods of farming and 
of land erosion in the days before the Tennessee Valley Authority 
came into existence. President Franklin D. Roosevelt founded the 
Authority as a non-profit-making scheme with its principal object, 
that of raising the standard of living of the people who then 
inhabited the small, wretched homesteads along the R. Tennessee 
and its tributaries. In order to prevent flooding and to provide 
water in times of drought a large number of dams had to be con
structed and a series of artificial lakes formed.

At this point the Valley Authority first came into opposition 
with the homesteaders who had to be evicted and found new farms. 
When, however, their initial opposition was overcome and the 
scheme under way, the benefits of the Authority soon became appar
ent in the shape of the rising standard of living in the region.
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Among the many achievements of the Tennessee Valley Authority 
are the planting of the thousands of acres of forest to prevent soil 
erosion; the subsidising of farming experiments; the creation of 
new towns, many of them holiday resorts on the artificial lakes, 
and the bringing of new industries (including the production of 
atom bombs) to the region by the generation of an abundance of 
hydro-electric power and cheap transport.

Along with the lecture, slides made from photographs taken by 
Mr. Grant were shown, illustrating the points made by the speaker. 
Inevitably, the last one was a technicolour slide of the White House, 
Washington.

Mr. Grant then answered questions put to him by an obviously 
interested audience. At the end E. H. Ward proposed a vote of 
thanks to the speaker.

F.S.O. (VI. U.A.).

HOUSE NOTES
BLUE HOUSE

In the rugger House matches Blue’s teams have played very 
well this year. The Junior side, which comfortably won all three 
matches carried off the Junior Rugger trophy, while the senior 
team were narrowly beaten by Green House in the final match. 
In all of their games the Juniors played with commendable keen
ness. Well done!

The efforts of the House in the Athletics championship, on the 
other hand, were very disappointing indeed. The fault here lay in 
the lack of points from high and low standards. Far too many 
boys were content with one or two low standards—some gained 
none at all, and despite the efforts of the competitors in the actual 
sports, this led to the House being placed a miserable third in the 
finals. Such a lapse in our usual enthusiasm must never occur again. 
Under the new scoring system every standard gained is a vital step 
towards winning the Athletics cups.

The swimming practices arranged by the new captain of swim
ming, P. J. Fahy, were unfortunately cancelled owing to the tem
porary cessation of school swimming earlier this year. This set
back should not prevent our boys from practising independently. 
All swimmers should enter for as many events as possible in the 
Sports.

Our Junior cricket team is very promising this season, with a 
number of last season’s successful X I in the side. Constant practice 
should give us excellent results, as enthusiasm is not lacking. There
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is no lack of enthusiasm in the Senior team either, and if we again 
lose, it will not be from want of trying. Let us this year regain 
that one cup which for so long has not been ours!

The Blue House Whist Drive and Dance early this year proved 
a great success, nearly thirty-five pounds being added to the Blue 
House Fund. The Colours, Badges and Scrolls are expected soon.

Since the last issue, the House has lost its captain, R. J. N. 
Dakin. This stalwart member of the House was prominent in almost 
every sport, and his loss will be severely felt.

Rugger colours were awarded t o :
Senior: Dakin, Etches, Barker, Buswell (B. M.), Perkins, Roberts 

and Smart.
Junior: Hudson, Whyman, Drakeford, Buswell (T.), Brealey, 

Brown, French, Measham, Pickering and Bellamy.
H.A.B.

GREEN HOUSE
The outstanding successes of last year have not, unfortunately, 

been repeated this.
The Seniors have emerged with our only trophy so far—the 

Senior Rugby Cup. This was gained after hard matches with each 
of the other Houses. The final match against Blues was played in 
terrible weather conditions and was secured in the last minute by 
an opportunist try.

The Juniors won only one of their matches— that against Reds. 
The experience and weight of the other teams told heavily against 
them, still, some of the players showed talent.

The Athletic Sports were a failure as far as Greens were con
cerned. Both the Juniors and the Seniors finished fourth. The 
fine efforts of our individuals on Sports Day could not outweigh 
the lack of points before the Sports. This was the result of apathy 
on the part of many boys; two points from each of them would have 
had a considerable effect upon the results of the Sports.

Let us now look ahead to the brighter future of swimming and 
cricket.

As in Athletics, points can be gained before the Swimming 
Sports—let every member take a lesson from the failure in Athletics 
and strive to gain at least a Beginner’s Certificate. It was through 
our lead in points before the sports that we were successful last 
year. Boys who can swim at all should enter for at least one event.
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Our cricket prospects are quite favourable although the loss of 
E. G. Lawrance has considerably weakened our Senior team. With 
practice we should be able to field two teams worthy of the Green 
House cricketing traditions.

To retain the Hurt Cup this year we must secure at least two of 
the remaining cups. Every boy must give of his best to the further
ing of this end.

D. H.M.

RED HOUSE
The optimism of the House prevailing during the early Autumn 

term has, so far, this term not been justified. Both Rugger teams 
failed miserably; all the matches were lost. The Junior team 
became somewhat disspirited, except in the last match, when they 
played an excellent game, and were most unfortunate to lose. The 
Senior team, although consisting mainly of players from the School 
teams, suffered a similar fate mainly through lack of co-ordination.

All members of the House must be congratulated on their efforts 
in the Athletic Sports. They were runners-up and provided Yellows, 
the winners, with a stiff opposition—different from previous years 
when the final position depended mainly upon the achievements of 
individuals on Sports Day. The enthusiasm shown in the excellently- 
attended practices had proved worthwhile.

Although the swimming practices had to be discontinued, un
fortunately, owing to previous booking of the Baths, all members 
of the House must endeavour to compete in the Sports, and thus 
enable Reds to retain the cup, which they have almost monopolised 
in the last few years. Our cricket prospects are most promising. 
The Senior team consists of leading 1 st and 2nd X I players, and is 
unusually well-balanced. There are also several promising players 
to support the nucleus of Colts players in the potential Junior side, 
and it is hoped that Red House will atone for its failure in Rugger 
by its achievements in Cricket.

E. H.W.

YELLOW HOUSE
Successes at last! After a much too long delay the Athletics cups 

return once again to Yellow House : let us ensure that they are 
retained! As the number of points for a win has been reduced to 
four the points gained by standards become even more important. 
Thus each member of the House who gained a standard may feel 
justly proud of his contribution towards our victory. The juniors 
on sports day gained their lead mainly by the points gained by
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runners-up; the seniors however overwhelmed their opponents, win
ning seven of eleven finals. Two new records were set up by 
Yellows and one equalled : the Senior Cricket Ball record was 
broken by Whittaker; the Senior Relay record was broken (Foster, 
Grundy, Kemp, Hadfield); and Foster equalled the Senior Long 
Jump record. Our success depended to a large extent on the work 
of Hadfield (“ B.R.”) who, ably supported by the Sixth Form, was 
the main-spring of the House’s effort.

Our attention must next be turned to Swimming and Cricket. 
The House has made great efforts in swimming but in order to win 
the cup even more certificates must be gained. Unfortunately, 
after having braved the winter swims we are unable to use the 
baths this term. Every boy must make it his duty to practise 
swimming whenever possible; only thus can we win.

The Senior Cricket prospects are not overshadowed by those of 
other houses and we have nine of last year’s teams still available. 
The Juniors must ensure that they do not suffer a defeat such as 
last year; they must bat to the last wicket, and more attention must 
be paid to fielding.

M.M.F.

TEN YEARS AGO
(Extracts from The Centaur, Vol. 7, No. 15).

A Cross-country Run took place in March, sixteen runners 
representing each House. The first home was D. S. Brooks of Yellow 
House and the best performance was by J. E. Tomlinson of Form 
II, placed 16th.

Sports Day was also in March and of the ten new records 
established those in Senior Cricket Ball (82 yds.), 100 Yards Senior 
(10.4 secs.) and 220 Yards Senior (24 secs.) were all set up by 
G. A. Johnson of Yellow House.

At the Inter-School Sports in April the final placing was : 1, 
Henry Mellish; 2, High Pavement; 3, West Bridgford; 4, Mundella.

On April 7th, twenty-nine boys and three masters crossed the 
Channel, “ as calm as a mill-pond,” to the Hotel de Famille in Paris 
and familiarised themselves with the Eiffel Tower, the Arc de 
Triomphe, the Louvre, Notre Dame, Les Invalides, Chartres and 
Versailles.
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At the third successive camp at Aber perfect weather made 
possible a climb up Snowdon, a walk to Aber Lake and excursions 
and trips to Llandudno, Conway, Bangor, Llanfairfechan, Bethesda, 
etc.

The Mellish Players in December presented three one-act plays, 
“ The Princess and the Woodcutter ” (Milne), “ The Seventh 
Man ” (Redgrave), and “ The Ghost of Jerry Bundler ” (Jacobs & 
Rock) and excerpts from “ The Merchant of Venice.”

THE H.M. GAMBIT.
In the last magazine a complaint was made that there were not 

enough clubs and societies in the school. Now, however, a Chess 
Club—among others—has arisen to take a major part in the social 
life of the school. And it is flourishing so well that to obtain a chess 
set for a game is a greater achievement than to win.

The scene in the Junior. Physics Laboratory during dinner-time is 
worth watching; the players look as if their very lives depend on 
it. Round them are their supporters and members who have not 
gulped down their dinners fast enough to be in time for a game. 
These concentrate on the game as much as the players themselves, 
while out of the comparative silence come triumphant calls of 
“Check!” or jubilant shouts of “Mate!” at odd intervals.

The chess enthusiasts are so keen that they might well be 
inhabitants of Strobeck, that strange place in the Hartz mountains 
where the main business of life is chess, where the houses have 
black and white marble squares let into them, where the weather
cock is in the form of a chessboard, where at school chess is as 
important a subject as reading and writing and the children carry 
chessboards to school for books, and where, before people marry, 
they must prove that they have reached a high standard at the 
gam e!

And yet, clever men have condemned chess! Scott’s remark : 
“ Surely chess playing is a sad waste of brains,” ranks with 
Macaulay’s on billiards: “A sign of a mis-spent youth!” No 
wonder Scott and Macaulay are no longer read.

P.G.G. (VI L.Sc.)

THE BRITISH RAILWAYS’ FIRST CRIME.
“ Clangers, Main !” No more will those two magical words shake 

the foundations of Tamworth station. Why, you may ask; the 
answer is because the British Railways in its first year has had the 
cheek to close its stations to the Ancient Order of Spotters. Through
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this action many poor little schoolboys will not be able to continue 
their hobby, or so the Government thinks.

The Government say that it has been done for safety, but don’t 
you believe it. The reason it has been done is to make life un
bearable for us. It may be classed with the crimes of cutting the 
sweet ration and raising the school-leaving age. It has been done 
so that we shall have to spend all our time on schoolwork; in the 
end the Government will have put a stop to all our hobbies.

If this measure should fail to stop little boys collecting train 
numbers, the authorities will probably renumber all the engines, so 
making stock books useless or they may even forbid the printing of 
such books. Failing this they will paint the numbers over or put 
them inside the cab. In fact they will go to any length to make 
life more unbearable for us. But there will be a way around all 
these difficulties; the Government cannot crush the spotters under 
their heel entirely. If they go so far as to “ dispose ” of the spotters, 
their ghosts will carry on the good work/ Spotters are invincible!

R.M. (Ilia)

IN SEARCH OF PLEASURE: THE DANCE.
Eagerly I passed my admission money through the little window 

of the box-office; two tickets were handed me in return. Imme
diately one was whipped from my hand by a burly door-keeper 
who advised me to “ Keep t’other fer t’draw,” at the same time 
giving me a hefty shove in the direction of the door marked Cloak
room. Here my overcoat and twopence went in exchange for yet 
another ticket which I took care to hold on to whilst I cast a furtive 
glance over my shoulder (the good one) for the doorkeeper.

That was the end of the formalities. At least I was free to “ trip 
the light fantastic.” I opened the door of the main hall, to be sent 
reeling by a terrific blast of “ music ” which a notice claimed was 
a quickstep but which the steps of the dancers suggested was any
thing from a rhumba to a waltz. I stood for a minute surveying 
the domain of King Swing, a minute which was to me as the Ides 
of March were to Julius Caesar—we both lost our heads! But I 
live to tell the tale. It happened that as I stood there, I noticed a 
leer approaching me murmuring with a voice like that of the fallen 
angels, “ Come on, duckie.”

I was pulled onto the floor—literally, two steps later. However, 
all “ good ” things come to an end and at last I was able to stagger 
to a chair—which promptly collapsed—to repair whatever damage 
had been done in the fight—er, dance. Whilst seated, I brightened 
up and even smiled at the antics of some of the “ enthusiasts ”
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doing a waltz; but smiles turned to tears as I observed bearing 
down on me like a frigate in full sail (the novelist in m e!) the 
“ leer,” screaming a very off-the-note version of “ Near You.” 
Here my school training stood me in good stead for, selling a neat 
dummy, I dodged, chuckling to myself. Now the worst was past. 
But was it? At that moment the drummer, who had until then 
contented himself with making eyes at girls, left his pedestal and 
began to croon. All was still, all was silent, except, perhaps, for 
the gentle plopping of the door behind me.

S.S.O. (VI G).

THE VOICE OF THE WIND.
There is a strange and indefinable music in the wind, which tells 

now a sad but beautiful story and now a story full of the dark 
horror and terrible deeds of long, long ago. Formless shadows move 
in the dark, unholy void of time’s imagination and fantastic primi
tive things are made known to the few who really listen.

Profound ritual, fabulous intrigue, pathos and wickedness are dis
closed by the windy gusts as they echo shrilly and roar, as they 
rustle and boom through the dark rooftops and the chimneys 
glistening with rain.

The wind in its eternal travels has caressed everything, has pene
trated into places whose very existence is unknown, into intimate 
and into sordid places.

It has seen and has heard, and so tells. The poet has not been 
born who could give expression to the delicious melancholy or the 
wild exhilaration with which the wind is capable of filling its 
worshippers. For the exciting, bubbling, mad delight is gone as 
soon as it is realised. At times when it whistles through the tangled 
forests, the wind recalls such strange and primordial happenings 
that a remote chord is touched deep down in the soul and a cold 
unknown terror of things long dead grips the adoring, eager 
listeners. A brief hint is given of things beyond our sphere, things 
which the wind has seen and caressed with its mighty breath and 
which it recalls in mournful tones through the chimneys and in the 
trees, in the grass and through the bracken.

M.K. (VI U.A.)
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AT THE DENTIST’S.
(With apologies to Tennyson)

Half a step, half a step,
Half a step onward !
Outside the dentist’s door 
They stood and pondered.
“ Forward now ! You’re not afraid;
Press cn the bell,” one said.
Into the surgery 
Two brothers wandered.
Drills to the right of them,
Bottles to the left of them,
Basins before them,
Gave forth scents sickly.
One sat down—in the chair,
Panting—for lack of air :
Into the mouth beneath,
Along those rows of teeth,
The dentist glanced quickly.
“You’re quite all right, young man;
Wait, though ... I think I can . . .
N o! . . . Molars quite all right.
Just an illusion.”
“ Thank you ! Oh ! Thank you, sir,
You gave me quite a scare.”
Out of the dentist’s then,
They rushed in confusion.

P.N.B. (IV A)

MY AUNT.
My aunt, who is staying with me for a few weeks, has come 

from Matlock because the River Derwent has overflowed and she 
has been flooded out. If it had not been for the floods my aunt 
would not have come, because she likes the quiet hills and the wild 
creatures, and flowers, and not the dull and noisy town. My aunt 
prefers Matlock also because of the many lovely and interesting 
places so easily visited from there. I know she thinks me a strange 
boy for liking town life and its amusements better than the country 
life to which she is accustomed. Should a fairy appear and grant 
my aunt three wishes, one would be that the floods would subside 
the second, that her cottage should have suffered no damage, and
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the third that she could return in bright sunshine to see nature’s 
surroundings at their best. The three things which my aunt dislikes 
most are noisy towns, the rattling and banging of the trains which 
run at the back of our house, and most of all to see birds captive 
in cages.

P.A.D. (lie.)

THE RAGAMUFFIN’S HAIR.
Down the road the ragamuffin came,

His hair all tousled and the colour of flame.
His face was bright as he ambled down the street, 

Mixing with pedestrians as well as the elite.
He disregarded glances that were cast at him so bright, 

He just kept walking down the street and looked 
not left nor right,

He did not even mind the policeman’s stony glare,
For he knew that they all envied him his flaming 

sun-kist hair.
D.F. (Ic.)

A FURTHER INIQUITY OF THE 
IMPIOUS PRELATE.

The Archbishop sat blowing bubbles in his bath, his chubby 
limbs in pink and unwonted nakedness—pink from water much 
too hot, and unwontedly naked because he looked so unusually 
cherubic without his normal clerical armour of stock and dog- 
collar, apron and gaiters.

He sat, his knees two roseate islands in the foam-flecked sea, 
gazing pensively into space a moment before springing up and 
reaching for his dressing-gown—a gorgeous, flame-coloured, silk 
creation. He took from its pocket a ^sartorial pencil with which to 
try submarine tactics; but before he had got beyond a series of 
experiments designed to test the pencil’s angle of entry into the 
water to enable it to remain submerged during its transit of the 
whole length of the bath, the water level fell rapidly, and with a 
gurgle, accompanied by a revolting, muffled shriek, the water dis
appeared past the displaced plug—most alarming to the Arch
bishop, for the bath had an expensive sound-baffle fitted and it had 
always functioned perfectly before.
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“ Ah, well! I suppose I must dress.” Rubbing his shoulders on a 
warm towel taken from the heated rail, he sang happily to himself 
a little song of his own composiiton. He then slipped into his 
gorgeous dressing-gown and proceeded, still singing, to his bedroom 
to dress.

He opened the wardrobe door and was most surprised when a 
uniformed policeman fell out of the wardrobe, a dagger protruding 
from his back and a few dribblets of blood lying around here and 
there.

Naturally the Archbishop’s first thought was for the contents of 
his wardrobe, and his face fell when he found, on the floor of the 
wardrobe, a pair of gaudily stripped socks dabbled with blood.

Then enlightenment came—this must have been the cause of 
that agonizing scream he heard in the bathroom! He turned to 
the corpse. On closer inspection the weapon proved to be no 
dagger at all, but a large carving-fork, bearing a number of floury 
smudges on the haft—at once recognizable through the powerful 
microscope which he took from the dressing-table.

Muttering to himself he strode over to a panel beside his bed, 
scanned the series of buttons upon it and pressed the one marked 
Cook. After a short time there came a timid knock and the door 
opened to admit a pleasant-faced, motherly woman, her sleeves 
rolled up above the elbows, her hands still white with flour.

The Archbishop spoke to her gently but firmly: “ Cook, I am 
surprised at you. This must really stop. How many times have I 
told you that I will not have you leaving corpses in my wardrobe? 
A little more hospitality should be shown to one who has shared 
your steak-and-kidney pies. Why the lovers’ tiff this time?”

But this apparently was a rhetorical question for, without waiting 
for an answer, he threw her out of the window.

*Imprinted with his tailor’s name.
W.J.C. (VI U.Sc.)

OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS, 1948 

President: Major T. P. Barber, D.s.o., T.D., b .a ., d .l .
Chairman: The Headmaster 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. T. E. Smith.
Hon. Gen. Secretary: Mr. C. Stephenson, L.M.S. Station House, Codnor 

Park, Ironville.
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Hon. Organising Secretary: Mr. G. Knight, 17 Devonshire Road, Sherwood. 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. I. E. Dring, “ Beauvale,” Papplewick Lane, Linby. 
Hon. Treasurer. W.M. Fund: Mr. L. E. Crawley, 285 Valley Road, 

Nottingham.
District Representatives:

Sherw ood  & Ar n o l d : Mr. G. Knight, 17 Devonshire Road, Sherwood. 
C arlton  & D is t r ic t  : Mr. J. S. W. Tilley, Post Office, Carlton. 
M apperley  & D i s t r ic t : Mr. C. Good, 18 Moore Road, Mapperley, 

Nottingham.
H ucknall & D is t r ic t  : Mr. N. Willdig, 6 Abbey Road, Newstead Colliery. 
K im berley  & D is t r ic t  : Mr. A. Prothero, 40 Dixie Street, Jacksdale. 
Bee ston  & D ist r ic t  : Mr. J. Connell, 3 Abbey Road, Beeston.
S outh  N ottingham  : Mr. J. H. Riley, 24 Selby Road, West Bridgford. 

Here are some details of various Old Boys: —
D. M. C unnington  (’36-’40): Married to Miss Margaret N eale of 

Mapperley, 11th March, 1948. Mr. Jack H eath  (’35-’40) was Best Man 
and Mr. Ian Jack  (’39-’43) was a Groomsman. Messrs. C unnington 
and Jack are both reporters, and Mr. H eath  is a sub-editor, on the 
“ Nottingham Evening News.”

R. Plant (’38-’43): W.O.II in the R.A.E.C. and serving in Kenya. 
Training British O.R.s for Forces’ Preliminary Examination, which he finds 
a most interesting experience.

R. Jackson  (’31-’38): “To Mr. R. Jackson and his wife, Winifred, 
the gift of a son, Peter Nicholas, 7th March, 1948.” Congratulations!

J. S. W. T illey  (’30-’37): It has not previously been announced in the 
Centaur that Mr. Tilley has a son. John is now teaching at Cavendish 
Road Secondary Modern School, Carlton, along with C. G ood  (’31—’38) 
and G. G inn iver  (’36-’41).

A. G reenhalgh  (’33-40): Included in the local “ Honours Lists ” recently 
when he scored centuries in two successive weeks for Hucknall 2nd XI.

P. F. H arvey  (’34-’39): We must congratulate Peter on  h is progress 
in first-class cricket and particularly on his brilliant innings against the 
Australians.

G. B. S ch of ield  (’35-’40): Studying at Sheffield University fo r  Medical 
degree.

E. Bacon  (’30-’37); K. W. Brow n  (’31-’38); A. Joh nson  (’32-’39): 
All now teaching after completing courses interrupted by war service.

R. H en stock  (’34-’41): Lecturer at Birkbeck College, London. Con
gratulations on gaining Ph.D. (Lond.) and M.A. (Camb.).

We regret to record the death of Eric M arshall  (’33-’39) of Woodthorpe 
in February and of G raham  F i s h  (’39-44) of Arnold in April, both as 
the result of accidents. To their parents we extend our deepest sympathy.

As an association we are still in the throes of reconstruction. 
This task is difficult for three reasons. Firstly, we have lost contact 
with many Old Boys as a result of the break in our activities during 
the war; secondly, boys are entering the Forces almost as soon as 
they leave school, and are not therefore experiencing the natural
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transition from a schoolboy to an active member of the Old Boys’ 
Association; thirdly, the school’s unsettled future has caused many 
Old Boys to show reluctance in giving of their time and energy 
when they feel that the proposed plans for the school will change, 
for the worse, the character of the school and the Old Boys’ Asso
ciation.

There is only one answer to this threefold problem. If the tradi
tion and the work of the Henry Mellish School are worth anything 
at all; if we feel that the world would be a worse place without the 
particular kind of tradition and comradeship our school and our 
association engender, then it is up to every one of us to support the 
association by active membership and participation in its affairs. 
We can demonstrate to authority by our strength in numbers and 
sense of purpose that we do not intend to allow the name or 
character of the Henry Mellish Grammar School to pass into 
oblivion. A petition has been made recently to the Minister of 
Education to that effect.

We realise that we are preaching to the converted, the paid-up 
members—but we appeal to all our members to persuade any non
members they know to join the association. Our district lists are 
neither complete nor up to date and we want to compile an accurate 
list of Old Boys’ addresses as soon as possible, but we can only do 
it if our neglected friends will write and let us know where they 
live. Mr. I. E. Dring, our treasurer, will not object to a fan mail 
of hundreds as long as there is an adequate number of five-shilling 
postal orders among i t !

C.G.

WAR MEMORIAL FUND.
The total amount received to date is £1,492 14s. 2d. The sports 

ground has been paid for and the working balance is just over £627, 
£500 of which has been invested with the Trustee Savings Bank 
at 2| per cent.

It is imperative that efforts should continue to be made to in
crease the fund, as the sports ground will have to be maintained 
once it is in use. The sale of the War Record (minimum price 2/6 
from your local representative) will add to the fund, but more 
regular contributions are needed, e.g. sixpence a week or sixpence 
a month. Ask your district rep. for a subscription card. If we 
could guarantee sixpence a week from every Old Boy we should 
have no further worries!
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District reps, also intend to organise local dances during the 
winter. Please give these your full support.

Unfortunately the magazine is going into print too soon for a 
full report on the sports ground to be given. The main point still 
at issue is whether or not a footpath running past the ground 
should be moved so that we can buy an extra small piece of land. 
In any event we hope to plough up and seed the field this coming 
winter.

P. A. MORLEY.
We wish to place on record our appreciation of the efforts of 

Mr. P. A. Morley for the association. He was responsible for the 
compilation and editing of the War Record and the excellence of 
the Record is a fitting tribute to his energy and care.

Mr. Morley has also been the Old Boys’ magazine representative 
for some time. He is now teaching at St. Helen’s, Lancs., and has 
therefore resigned, reluctantly, from this position.

We thank him for his untiring efforts on our behalf and send 
him our best wishes for success in his new sphere of activity.

C.G.

RUGBY CLUB.
Rugby continues to be the main activity of the association, 

although it will be seen that we are gradually branching out in 
other directions too.

Two teams have been run during the season, and we also put a 
team into the seven-a-side tournament, in which we were unfortu
nately knocked out in the second round.

The season has been reasonably successful, but we need more 
“ young blood.” We extend a cordial invitation to boys leaving 
school or being released from the Forces to join us. The secretary 
is Mr. J. A. Buckle, 27 Stanley Drive, Bramcote, Nottingham.

BADMINTON CLUB.
The Badminton Club (sponsored by the Rugby Club) has been 

re-formed and meets at tbe school every Thursday evening during 
the winter months, and frequently during the summer. The fee of 
one shilling per evening includes table-tennis also. Anyone interested 
should communicate with Mr. Derek Worthington, 139 Valley Rd., 
Sherwood.
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LITERARY AND DEBATING SOCIETY.
Several meetings were held until the beginning of this year, 

when lack of suitable accommodation brought a temporary halt to 
its activities. It will resume, however, next winter. More members 
are required, and we should like to hear as soon as possible from 
Old Boys interested in joining. We invite suggestions for debatable 
subjects, and volunteers as speakers in debate or on literary or 
social topics. Communications should be addressed to Mr. C. Good, 
18 Moore Road, Mapperley, Nottingham.

We have unfortunately lost our secretary, Mr. Frank Gething, 
who has emigrated to the U.S.A. Our best wishes go with him in 
his new life.

CRICKET.
An attempt is being made this summer to gather together the 

nucleus of a Cricket Club, preparatory to launching out in full 
next season. The first match, an evening affair, was played against 
the School Staff on Tuesday, June 1st. The result was a draw, but 
it proved to be a most enjoyable match. Keen bowling and fielding 
on both sides kept the rate of scoring down, but in the last few 
overs of the Old Boys’ innings K. W. Brown “ opened up ” with 
some very free hitting. The scores were :

Old Boys: 95 for four (dec.) (K. W. Brown 67 not out.)
Staff : 54 for two.

Anyone interested in playing for the eleven, either in evening or 
Saturday matches, should write to Mr. I. E. Dring.

DANCES.
There have been several dances during the past year in aid 

either of the War Memorial Fund or of the Rugby Club. Most of 
these have been held at the Greyfriars Hall (now the Astoria Ball
room), where they were financially successful. The dance held on 
April 16th at the school was a social success, but only a very small 
profit was made.

There is a general feeling that dances at the school are prefer
able from a social point of view. We hope to organise another in 
October, in aid of the War Memorial Fund, and we trust that this 
will be well supported and will show a handsome profit.

NEWS OF OLD BOYS.
We are anxious to keep in closer contact with Old Boys and to 

hear of their doings. We are pleased to receive news of marriages, 
additions to families, promotions in the Forces, exciting and/or
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interesting experiences, and so on. If you have any “ copy ” for the 
magazine will you please drop a line to the magazine representa
tive, Mr. C. Good. District representatives are also asked to send 
items of interest from their areas as they occur.

IN THE ARMY NOW.
Documentation is the recruit’s first acquaintance with the Army; 

he is soon relieved of his ration books by eager N.C.O.s, particulars 
of birth, size and address are noted in his Army Book 64 Part II 
and his religion put down as C. of E. This done, he is bundled 
out of this room with his personal kit from home, handed a pair of 
socks, knife, fork and spoon, and pushed elsewhere for a short 
medical examination.

After dinner he is marched to the clothing stores and given the 
nearest Army size battle-dress that will fit him and so—

“ The luminous rich colours that you wore 
Have changed to hueless khaki in the night.”

Khaki is the colour found everywhere in the Army; the Barrack 
Room is built of a wood turned khaki after so many years’ service; 
the people you meet are dressed in it; you may sleep on it, drink 
Naaffi tea out of it, support your trousers with it, and wipe the sweat 
off your brow with it. Perhaps you can understand why the new 
recruit wishes to rush out of barracks at the first opportunity, if 
only to gaze once more upon the multi-colours and shapes of 
civilian life.

Communal feeding encouraged so much in civilian life during 
the war does not come as such a great change, though perhaps 
both the exertions and grime of Army training do not lend them
selves either to polite eating or to good table manners. The food 
where I am stationed is good and well cooked, if not too plentiful, 
yet I would not vouch for similar conditions throughout the British 
Army.

The first six weeks consists mainly of foot-drill, P.T., basic prin
ciples of weapon training and a few elementary field movements, 
whilst life, especially with a few keen N.C.O.s at your back, can 
move very quickly.

At night, cleaning and “ blanco-ing ” of equipment takes as long 
as you are prepared to allow it. Some can sit into the small hours 
watching the glint of a rifle barrel when pointed at a light bulb; 
others prefer to visit Leicester.

The people you meet in a barrack room are of different types, 
and the language used may at first shock you, because everybody 
tries to find a combination of curses a little more expressive than
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the last. However, you can soon adapt yourself both to it and to the 
numerous Army abbreviations and slang terms. Each man has his 
ill he may be sent to the G.R.S, which is periodically inspected by 
C.O., O.C. and C.S.M., he is interviewed by a P.S.O., or if he is 
an A.D.M.S. He is told to “ use his loaf,” and the training is 
usually anything but “ cushy.” All this, quite apart from the 
numerous shoulder flashes and cap badges is strange at first for 
the recruit.

This is all I intend to say about the Army, although much has 
been left unsaid. However, I’ve tried to give you impressions of 
speed, of weariness after each day’s training, and of an experience 
often trying, often humorous—they have all been mine.

G. RICHARDS (1942-1947).

HOW TO DIG PITS OR, THE TAMENESS OF 
THE ROOGS.

“But what,” I said, “is a toisker?”
“ Och,” said he—he came from the Shetlands—“ it’s a thing 

like this.” And he drew what appeared to be an oar.
“ That’s only the front view, though. This is the side view.” 

This time he drew a letter L. “ The bit sticking out is the metal 
blade,” he explained.

“ Oh,” I said, rather at a loss.
“ First of all you flay the fell,” he said.
“Flay what?” I asked anxiously.
“ The fell,” he replied.
“ Oh,” I said again.
“ You do that with a spade. You know what a spade is, don’t 

you?” he asked. I was pleased to find there was something I knew. 
“ The fe ll’s only a foot deep,” he continued, “ and then you use 
the toisker.”

“ Quite so,” I said.
“ Of course, you’re digging the mossy pits with the toisker. 

They’re soft and brown. The blue pits are underneath, but they’re 
black and brittle.”

“ O f course,” I said brightly.
“ Naturally,” he continued, “ you have to find a bank before you 

do any of this, but that comes with experience. The bottom of the 
bank is called the greff, and some of the mossy pits go on the bank 
and some go in the greff.”
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“Where do you put the black pits?” I enquired.
“ Blue pits ”—he corrected— go on the deck, which is the top 

of the bank, for about a week, in little heaps which the wind can 
blow through. And that’s the end of the cutting process. You may 
put the toisker away.”

“ Good,” I said happily. “ Let’s go.”
“ Stop,” he said sternly. “ We haven’t finished. The blue pits 

must be made into raisins.”
I didn’t think this a very tasty idea, but I did not interrupt.
“ Raising them helps to dry them. The pits are propped up 

against each other”
“ And when they are dry . . . ?” I said.
“ You make roogs.”
“ Yes?”
“Yes. You take six or seven raisins and make them into a pile 

. . . and that is a roog.”
“ Oh,” I said, feeling some slight disappointment at the tame- 

• ness of the roogs. “Is that all?”
“ No-o,” he said, “ the women come along with keshies strapped 

on their backs and take the roogs home with them; and a keshy 
is a basket made of straw. They usually bring their knitting with 
them as well.”

“ Who do?”
“ The women. It passes the time on.”
“ Let’s get this clear,” I said at last. “ You first find a suitable 

bank, and dig through about a foot, which is known as flaying the 
Jell?”

“ Correct,” he said, rolling his r’s without any noticeable strain. 
“ And the toisker is used to dig the soft and brown mossy pits, 

some of which are put on the bank and some in the greff? By the 
way, why are some put in the greff?” I asked.

“ Because there isn’t enough room on the bank,” he said, which 
seemed obvious enough.

“ And the blue pits are black and brittle, and are put on the 
deck to dry, and then they are made into raisins, which means 
they are propped against each other; and then they are rooged, 
which means they are stacked in a pile; then put in a keshy. And 
then what?”

“ We take the peat home in the keshy and burn it. There’s no 
.coal in the Shetlands, you know.”

“ Oh,” I said. For I hadn’t thought of that.
K. F. IRELAND (1940-47).
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