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EDITORIAL
The recent batterings at the ramparts of Democracy by its 

so-called adherents rouse us as true democrats, first to join the 
defence of those perhaps hard-pressed in the fray, secondly to 
define our own position and finally to help disperse those adherents 
fighting under false colours.

We make no apology for this clarion call in our school magazine 
for we feel that the issue concerns each one of us personally and is, 
therefore, one not to be regarded with unconcern; disregard of 
encroachment on democracy was the initial cause of the last war, 
and may be of the next.

Democracy as we understand it is that form of government in 
which a people rules itself through representatives freely elected 
for a set term of universal suffrage.

In a world where ideological beliefs of all kinds flourish, we 
who believe in this freedom of the people to elect their own rulers, 
cherish it with a fervour equal at least to that which obtains in 
totalitarian states, although we are not always so vocal in 
expression.

Nor are we deceived by extremists who regard, even worship 
the State as an absolute entity. To these the will of the State 
is oracular and immutable and therefore cannot depend upon such 
events as the swing of elections. But in our view the State is the 
people and not an incarnation, in some Caesar, of the Spirit of its 
Fatherland. Whe» whole peoples allow themselves to regard the 
State as infallible, their Caesar, if he is wise, will “ busy their 
minds with foreign wars ” to prevent their realising their bondage 
to the State.

There are to-day totalitarian states which veil their absolutism 
under a veneer of democracy; elections are held, but no opposition 
to the government party is permitted. Their conception of 
democracy, narrow and circumscribed, is very different from the 
comprehensive attitude of Lincoln in his famous “ government of 
the people, by the people and for the people.”

We in Britain tend to think our system of government the ideal 
democratic form, but the truth is : there is no ideal form. Our 
particular brand has developed through the ages to suit the spirit 
of the British race. However, the foundation which we regard 
as essential to all forms of democracy, and one which we will 
uphold unflinchingly against any dictatorial encroachment, is the 
freedom of a people to choose its own government, and to dismiss 
it when it begins to forget its origins and develop into a deus ex 
machina.

M.M.F,
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS, 1947-1948
School Captain: 
Vice-Captain: 
Full Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

Captain of 
Rugby Football:
Vice-Captain : 
Captain of

Swimming: 
Vice-Captain: 
House Captains:

M. M. Foster.
E. H. Ward. #
B. S. Baker, E. G. Lawrance, N. C. Nicholson, 
B. Purdy, R. Whittaker.
H. A. Barker* L. C. Baxter, A. H. Brittain,, 
B. M. Buswell, W. J. Carter, J. T. B. Clay, 
R. J. N. Dakin,. J. E. G. Etches, R. Hadfield, 
A. Hallam, M. G. R. Hart, M. Kemp, D. H. 
Marsland, A. Martin, F. S. Ottrey, J. G. 
Ripley, G. N. Roberts, C. D. Seedhouse, R. 
Waplington, G. Young.

E. G. Lawrance.
M. M. Foster.

R. F. Casterton.
D. Stonelake.
Blue : R. J. N. Dakin. 
G reen : D. H. Marsland. 
R ed : E. H. Ward. 
Yellow  : M. M. Foster.

SCHOOL NOTES
The School Year, 1947-1948, began on September 10th with 

568 boys, including 100 new boys.
Two members of the Staff, Mr. C. F. Retter and Mr. W: A. 

Stephenson, with us since January, 1938 and September, 1939
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respectively, with, in Mr. Stephenson’s case, a break during the 
war years, left us in July to take up positions elsewhere, the 
former at Torquay Grammar School and the latter at Chigwell 
County High School. Our best wishes go with them.

In their places we welcome Mr. R. Jackman and Mr. K. S. B. 
Croft; we hope their stay with us will be long and pleasant.

We have three further scholarship successes to add to the eight 
recorded in the Summer issue, and most heartily congratulate 
the recipients—J. R. Harrison (State Scholarship) and J. A. Hicks 
and N. Willdig (County Senior Scholarships).

The very satisfactory results of the General School and Higher 
School Certificate Examinations will be found on later pages. 
This year, J. M. Lee, by a very narrow margin over several 
runners-up, gained the Endowment Prize for the best School Certi
ficate; he obtained four Very Goods and four Credits.

Three new records were set up at the Athletic Sports held in 
perfect weather and before the usual number of interested spectators 
on July 22nd. The results are printed on a later page.

The Swimming Sports were held at the Northern Baths on 
July 17th.

In the cricket match between the Nottinghamshire and Derby
shire Schoolboys, E. G. Lawrance and J. C. Hempstock played 
for Notts; Lawrance equalled the top scorers with 56 runs, out of the 
total of 123.

The same two boys played fpr the Notts Public Schools XI. 
against Sussex Public Schools.

In other matches played during the Summer Holidays, N. C. 
Nicholson and D. E. Ross, as well as Lawrance and Hempstock, 
were selected to play for the Notts Public Schools XI.

Cricket Colours, a re-award, were given to Lawrance at the 
end of the season.

Parties of boys, this year from the Fourth Forms, again assisted 
Mr. Beeby, of Bradmore, to harvest his potatoes. The dry summer 
was responsible for a lighter yield than usual and our stay there 
was correspondingly, and regretfully, shorter.

The School Account has this year been allowed to budget for 
the prizes to be presented on Speech Day next. The brave array 
of prizes during the war years has been solely due to the generosity 
of parents, and we acknowledge very gratefully our indebtedness to 
those who enabled the long succession of Prize Distributions to 
continue unbroken.
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Those who, walking the corridors, or prevented from bunny
hopping in the Hall, during “ wet ” dinner-hours, have heard dis
tinctly Welsh sounds emanating from that Hall, might be pardoned 
for assuming that Welsh was ousting our normal Notts, dialect 
from popularity.

But they would be wrong; the Welsh was the Welsh of the 
Dramatic Society acquiring local colour (from wheresoever it 
might be found) in preparation for its production of “ The Druid’s 
Rest.”

Parties of bcf/s and Staff have, this term, visited, among other 
places, the Theatre Royal during its Shakespeare Week, the 
Wollaton Park Museum and Ericssons, of Beeston. More detailed 
accounts of these visits will be found in later pages.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, Goodall, Marshall, Smith, Morley and M. M. Foster.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines 
and apologise for possible omissions:—-“ Cestrefeldian,” “ Gong,” 
“ High Pavement Chronicle,” “ Lion Rampart,” “ Mitre,” “ Mun- 
della Magazine,” “ Newtonian,” “ Novarcension,” and “ West 
Bridgfordian.”

MR. C. F. RETTER
After service for nine years, Mr. C. F. Retter’s leaving to take 

up a mathematics post at Torquay Grammar School must not be 
allowed to pass without appreciation and thanks for his work at 
the Mellish.

Mr. Retter had a wide and sound knowledge of our educational 
system and a keen desire to see it develop. All boys who came 
under his care, either as scholars in his Form or as pupils in his 
own particular subject, must be fully aware of his qualities as a 
teacher and of his wider concern for their welfare. He never 
spared himself to help in a difficulty, or to rouse an interest in 
learning. He held up the ideal of the educated gentleman. His 
Vlth Form pupils, the specialists particularly, will be ever grateful 
to him for his careful and thorough work. His standards are not 
likely to be forgotten either when we think of our two Cambridge 
Wranglers and the University and Certificate lists. In earlier years 
Mr. Retter was keenly interested in camping and our farm camps 
at Boothby benefited from this experience.

We hope that Devon will provide him with congenial surround
ings to carry on his work according to his high ideals, and we 
give him our best for future happiness both for his family and 
himself.

G.E.G.
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VALETE.
VI Upper Arts—Bell, P., Holloway, T., Richards, B. W., Richards, G., 

Willdig, N.
VI Upper Science—Bonser, G., Cooper, J., Elderkin, F. M., Grainger, J. E., 

Harrison, J. R., Hicks, J. A., Levene, W. J., Riley, J. M., Taylor, 
A. P., Wyld, C.

VI Lower Science—Baston, L. A. J., Cocking, G., Marshall, D.
VI T. G.— Andrews, J. R., Ashton, W. H., Brealey, D. E., Clarke, J. P., 

Henshaw, D. C., Hill, A. J., McMurdo, D., Smith, E. A.
Va—Bosworth, N. F., Clayton, P. J., Dobson, G. C., Graham, M. J., 

Hufton, J., Johnstone, P. J. R., Law, W. W., Morris, E. G., Smith, G., 
Wiltshire, J.

V Science—Bond, D. B., Brooks, G. T., Cliff, J. A., Cox, G. G., Ella, G. H., 
Francis, J. G., Moore, C. G., Raley, D. J., Riman, P. J., Thurman, R., 
Turton, P. D., Wilson, N. L., Wilson, S. R. R.

Vc—Bland, J. D., Bonser, J. A., Brown, L. A., Cottee, D., Fawn, B. H., 
Gimson, D. W., Saunders, H., Sidwell, J., Smedley, F. J.

IVc—Peach, J. W., Pearce, T. C., Ward, A. J.
I l ia—Ellis, E. S., Higham, P, R.
I IIc—Bennett, I. R.
Ib—Hammerton, K. H., Knight, B. L., Welsh, A. P.
Ic— Thacker, C. M.

AVETE.
Ia—Boxall, R., Bronard, P., Cleever, J. P., Davis, B. I., Fawcett, D. J., 

Fletcher, J. A., Godfrey, J. B., Kitchen, D. J., Kohler, D. A., 
Lambley, K. W., Lort, J., Morris, J., Newport, R., Oldbury, W. D., 
Orton, R., Pells, G. P., Percival, B. J., Plant, A. G., Rawding, J. R., 
Reddish, S., Roberts, E. H., Sandall, B. M., Scott, B., Severn, T. J., 
Shaw, P. H., Shipman, R. M., Smith, R., Stansfield, J. J., Starling, 
A. J., Storer, J., Waller, J., Williams, J. M., Wilson, G. D., 
Woollatt, R.

Ib—Bragg, A. S., Bridges, M. S., Brownhill, J. M., Chambers, G. M., 
Collins, D. W., Cotes, R. C., Cross, J. H., Drabble, H., Fincham, 
R. E., Fisher, A. V., Glover, T. W., Hackett, J. E., Hayes, A. G., 
Henson, B. R., Horey, M. G., Hudson, G. A., Hughes, R. I., Hyde, 
G. W., Impey, J. T., Kerr, N. C., Keward, G., Marriott, A. J., 
Millard, P. A., Moore, J. G. D., Morecroft, P. J. S., Rossington, 
A. B., Roycroft, D. J., Salt, T. A., Shipman, C. J., Heaford, D. J., 
Tagg, M. C., Williams, M. F., Wise, D. G.

Ic—Astle, I. H., Baldwin, C. S. F., Bisby, P. M., Blackburn, G. H., 
Bricknell, D. J., Brown, M. J., Browne, L. A., Burton, B., Cooper, 
J. B., Cox, J. E., Crecraft, P. A., Elston, R. R., Flint, D. C., 
Froggatt, F. D., Greasley, K., Hardwick, D. J., Hodgkinson, J. H., 
Hopcroft, C. J., Marriott, B. H., Murden, M. A., Moon, D. A., 
Odams, A., Parker, J. B., Pattison, R., Peters, D. S., Prentice, J. E.. 
Riley, D. O., Robinson, C., Sibley, D. J., Stubbs, M. A., Thacker, R., 
Walker, A. R. A., Whittimore, E. B.

VI Lower Science—Smith, J. M.
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EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, 1947
Higher School Certificate Examination—

(Letters (A), (S), (E) before names denote exemption from Intermediate 
Arts, Science, Engineering, respectively).

(A) M. M. Foster, (A) T. Holloway, (A) B. W. Richards, (A) G. 
Richards, (A) N. Willdig, (S) J. Cooper, (E) J. E. Grainger, (S) J. R. 
Harrison. (Distinctions in Physics, Chemistry, Pure Mathematics, 
Applied Mathematics), (S) J. A. Hicks. (Distinctions in Pure Maths.), 
(SJ W. J. Levene, A. P. Taylor.

General School Certificate with exemption from London Matriculation— 
D. E. Brealey, D. B. Chambers, P. J. Clayton, J. E. G. Etches, 
G. N. Fearn, J. C. Hempstock, J. Hufton, P. J. R. Johnstone, W. W. 
Law, J. M. Lee, I. P. McLeod, C. G. Mason, E. G. Morris, G. A. 
Mottershaw, P. A. Preston, R. Seneschall, D. A. Slater, G. Smith, 
J. B. Smith, M. J. Topliss, J. Wiltshire, G. T. Brookes, R. F. 
Casterton, F. Elsom, M. G. R. Hart, A. S. Hickingbotham, D. L. 
Kirk, R. Levene, A. Martin, J. H. Moore, P. G. Wildgust, J. A. 
Bonser, K. J. Edge, D. Weston.

General School Certificate-—N. F. Bosworth, R. J. N. Dakin, G. C. Dobson, 
M. J. Graham, D. M. Grundy, R. A. Hawksworth, R. A. Pickering, 
J. P. Shelton, E. A. Smith, D. B. Bond, J. A. Cliff, G. G. Cox, 
G. H. Ella, D. M. Frost, A. J. Hill, D. McMurdo, C. G. Moore, 
D. G. Raley, P. Rattenberry, G. M. Reeve, P. J. Riman, A. C. Smith, 
R. H. Smith, R. Thurman, P. D. Turton, J. D. Bland, L. A. Brown, 
J. P. Clarke, P. Clarke, K. W. Eames, F. Farnworth, D. C. Henshaw, 
I. Hodges, J. M. Rhodes, J. Sidwell.

PRIZE LIST, 1946-1947
Form  I

Form  II

Form  III

Form  IV

F orm s V

Form Prizes: R. B. Allcock, C. R. Phillips, C. R. Jackson. 
Effort Prizes: P. Broadley, C. R. Ball, P. W. Ebling. Art and 
Handicraft: R. B. Allcock. P. T. and Games: D. M. Jackson. 
Form Prizes: T. L. Butler, P. F. Hand, J. G. Hay. Additional 
Prizes: R. Lester, M. A. Argyle, J. W. Whyman, P. A. Stott. 
Art and Handicraft: K. F. Dove. P.T. and Games: J. W. 
Whyman, I. C. Aldridge.
Form Prizes: A. A. Dalby, D. McIntyre, D. Wilkinson. Addi
tional Prizes: P. R. Seed, G. D. Burrows, M. Wagstaff. Handi
craft: G. D. Burrows, W. A. Towlson. P.T. and Games: J. S. 
Robinson, D. G. Brown. Chappell Athletics Prize: D. Smart.
Form Prizes: A. J. Bayley, J. G. Davey, A. E. Osborne, R. Sims. 
Additional Prizes: J. H. Price, A. Tyers, N. E. Day, D. A. 
Larder. P.T. and Games: H. R. Hill, W. D. Morley. Learning 
Prize: C. Moffatt.
Form Prizes: J. M. Lee, G. M. Mottershaw, P. J. Clayton, 
I. P. MacLeod, P. G. Wildgust P. J. R. Johnstone, G. T. Brooks, 
D. L. Kirk, P. A. Preston, A. S. Hickingbotham, M. G. R. 
Hart, A. Martin, G. Smith. P.T. and Games: R. J. N. Dakin. 
Service Prizes: R. J. N. Dakin, M. G. R. Hart. Wharmby 
Swimming Prize: R. F. Casterton.
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Form  VI Form Prizes: B. S. Baker, H. A. Barker, B. Purdy, R. Whittaker, 
G. Young, N. C. Nicholson, J. R. Harrison, J. A. Hicks, J. 
Cooper, J. E. Grainger, T. Holloway, N. Willdig, G. Richards. 
Service Prizes: G. Richards, N. Willdig, J. E. Grainger, K. F. 
Ireland, F. M. Elderkin, A. J. Webster. Head Prefect: T. Hollo
way. Balk Cup and Chairman’s Prize: T. Holloway.

H ou se  T r o p h ie s .
Kayser Cup—Senior Rugby Football: Green.
Orchard Cup—Junior Rugby Football: Green.
Old Boys’ Cup—Senior Cricket: Green, Red.
Haines Cup—Junior Cricket: Blue.
Clifton Cup—Senior Athletics: Blue.
Norman Cup—Junior Athletics : Blue.
Learning Cup—Swimming : Red.
Memorial Cup—Junior House Championship : Green.

Senior House Championship : Red.
Hunt Cup—House Championship : Green.

ATHLETIC SPORTS
The exceptionally severe weather throughout the Spring Term 

caused the postponement of the Sports Day until the Summer 
Term. The incidence of examinations and cricket matches during 
the term made the holding of standard tests almost impossible and 
it was finally decided to dispense with these and hold the sports 
meeting on July 22nd, with a limited number of competitors 
nominated by the Houses for each event.

Three records were broken. B. A. Cox (R) increased the junior 
long jump by one inch to 14ft. 3ms., J. W. Whyman (B) the 
junior throwing the cricket ball from 59yds. to 60yds. ift. 9ms., 
and D. Smith (B) reduced the 1,000 yards (middle) by 5 secs, to 
2 mins. 45 secs.

The House Championship results were—
Senior (Clifton Cup)—Blue: 210 pts. Yellow: 105 pts. Red: 

60 pts. Green : 35 pts.
Junior (Norman Cup)—Blue: 230 pts. Red: 180 pts. Green: 

122J pts. Yellow: 77^ pts.
RESULTS.

SOyds. (Junior)— 1, Aldridge (R); 2, Whyman (B); 3, Kemp (Y). Time 10.3. 
80ydr. (Middle)— 1, Duncombe (G); 2. Boardman (G); 3, Stonelake (Y). 

Time 9.8.
lOOydr. (Senior)— 1, Elderkin (B); 2, Hadfield (Y); 3, Baston (R). Time

10.8 .

180yds. (Junior)— 1, Aldridge (R); 2, Kemp (Y); 3, Hand (Y). Time 23.5. 
180^dr. (Middle)— 1, Duncombe (G) ; 2. Gant (B) ; 3, Kay (R). Time 21.2. 
220yds. (Senior)— 1, Elderkin (B); 2, Grainger (B); 3, Baston (R). Time 

24.0.
1000yds. (Middle)— 1, Smart (B); 2, Brown (R); 3, Morley (B). Time 

2 min. 45 sec.
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1 mile (Senior)— 1, Ripley (R); 2, Elderkin (B); 3, Ashton (B). Time 
5 min. 14.8 sec.

Junior Relay 4 X 80— 1=, Red and Blue; 3, Green. Time 46.6.
Middle Relay, 4 X 80— 1, R ed; 2, Blue ; 3, Yellow. Time 44.25.
Senior Relay, 4 X 110— 1, Blue ; 2, Yellow ; 3, Red. Time 50.2.
High Jump (Junior)— 1, Pierrepont (G); 2, Bailey (B); 3, Woodhouse (Y), 

height 4 ft. 0J ins. (Middle)— 1, Smart (B); 2. Turner (R); 3=, 
Smeeton (Y), Boardman (G). (Senior)— 1, Foster (Y); 2, Bonser 
(G); 3, Fawn (B), height 4 ft. 11J ins.

Long Jump (Junior)— 1, Cox (R); 2, Jackson (G); 3, Pierrepont (G),
14 ft. 3 ins. (Middle)— 1, Smart (B); 2, Robinson (R); 3, Foster (R),
15 ft. 104 ins. (Senior)— 1, Foster (Y); 2, Lawrance (G); 3, Turton 
(R), 17 ft. 10 ins.

Throwing the Cricket Ball (Junior)— 1, Whyman (B); 2, Cox (R); 3, Ball 
(Y). (Middle)— 1, Perkins (B); 2, Sale (Y); 3, Crane (Y). (Senior) 
— 1, Whittaker (Y); 2, Law (B); 3, Topliss (Y). Distances respect
ively: 60 yds. 1 ft. 9 ins.; 71 yds. 2 ft. 1J ins.; 84 yds. 2 ft. 

Suiunj the Shot (Junior)— 1, Bertolaso (G); 2, Whyman (B); 3, Pollitt 
(R). (Middle)— 1, Perkins (B); 2, Chambers (Y); 3, Sale (Y). 
(Senior 8lbs.)— 1, Etches (B); 2, Ripley (R); 3, Roberts (B). 
(Senior 12lbs.)— 1, Law (B); 2, Dakin (B); 3, Richards (G). 
Distances respectively: 30 ft. 11 ins., 38 ft. 1§ ins., 33 ft. 9 ins., 
32 ft. 2 ins.

Discus'yfMiddle)— 1, Perkins (B); 2, Brown (R); 3, Jackson (G). Distance 
96ft. (Senior)— 1, Etches (B); 2, Topliss (Y); 3, Hempstock (R). 
Distance 99 ft. 10 ins.

Javelin (Senior)— 1, Law (B); 2, Lawrance (G); 3, Dakin (B). Distance 
123 ft. 2 ins.

Final Points— 1, Blue, 440; 2, Red, 240; 3, Yellow, 2024 ; 4, Green, 1771.

SWIMMING
A most successful year in which a record number of certificates 

was gained culminated in the Inter-House Swimming Sports on 
July 17th. There were the usual exciting finishes and Red House, 
after taking the lead early, secured for the fifth successive year 
the Swimming Cup.

After the final placing had been decided, Mrs. Wharmby pre
sented the cup to the Captain of Red House, and a short speech 
from the Headmaster ended the proceedings.

The increasing number of swimmers in the School promises 
well for the future; we particularly congratulate those who have 
gained distinction certificates. This year, the School has the 
advantage of the use of Nottingham City Corporation Northern 
Baths, not only during the Summer and Autumn Terms, but, it 
is expected, during the Winter. Since April 22nd, 138 boys have 
learned to swim; this brings the total number of swimmers in the 
School to 386, 69.1% of the boys in the School.
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A School team, which competed against other schools, failed to 
win, but we intend to be more successful on future occasions by 
practising regularly each week.

R.F.C.
RESULTS.

SENIOR EVENTS.
Back Stroke (50 yds.)— I, Casterton (R); 2, Hill (Y); 3, Marlow (B). Time 

35 sec.*
Breast Stroke (50 yds.)— 1, Casterton (R); 2, Hill (Y); 3, Sims (G). Time

36.1 sec. *
Free Style (50 yds.)— 1, Marlow (B); 2, Stonelake (Y); 3, Morley (B). 

Time 32.9 sec.
Plunge— 1, Etches (B); 2, Wildgust (R); 3, Cottee (Y). 39 ft. 10 ins.
Diving— 1, Taylor (R); 2, Sims; 3, Dean.

MIDDLE EVENTS.
Back Stroke (50 yds.)— 1, Parsons (G); 2, Mason (R); 3, King (R). Time 

42.9 sec.
Breast Stroke (50 yds.)— 1, Stonelake (Y); 2, Perkins (B); 3, Cocks (R). 

Time 41.2 sec.
Free Style (50 yds.)— 1, Brown (R); 2, Raley (G); 3, Parsons (G); Time 
Plunge— 1, Rayley (G); 2, Duncombe (G); 3, Hunt (G).
Diving— 1, Brown (R); 2, Veall (R); 3, Mason (R).

JUNIOR EVENTS.
Back Stroke (25 yds.)— 1, Griffin (G); 2, Hudson (B); 3, Harper (B). 

Time 26.4 sec.
Breast Stroke (25 yds.)— 1, Lee (R); 2, Hudson (B); 3, Argyle (Y). Time

22.1 sec.
Free Style (25 yds.)— 1, Ward (R); 2, Mellon (Y); 3, Griffin (<5). Time 

16.3 sec.
Diving— 1, Mellon (Y); 2, Ward, J. (R); 3, Kemp (Y).
Relays (Senior)— 1, Blue; 2, Red; 3, Yellow; 4, Green. Time 64 sec. 

(Middle)— 1, Red; 2, Green; 3, Blue; 4, Yellow. Time 68.8 sec. 
(Junior)— 1, Red; 2, Yellow; 3, Green; 4, Blue. Time 92.5 sec. 

Final Placings— 1, Red; 2, Green; 3, Blue; 4, Yellow.
*New records.
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CRICKET, 1947
FIRST XI.

The final figures of Played 14, Won 7, Lost 5, Drew 2 were 
not as good as earlier form indicated—a surprising end-of-season 
lapse, when 4 consecutive matches were lost, being the cause. Apart 
from figures the First XI. had a very enjoyable season. The 
batting averages although not high were steady, three batsmen 
scoring over qoo runs. Lawrance, Hempstock and Francis, 
with able assistance from Turton, Young and newcomer Ross, 
formed the mainstay of the batting. In the bowling, Lawrance had 
an excellent season, taking 40 wickets in 13 matches, and with 
Marsland, Ross, Pickering and Nicholson formed a well-balanced 
attack. Ross made an impressive advent into the School cricket 
circles.

The Old Boys’ game and the return of the Staff v. School 
match added pleasure to a sound fixture list.

RESULTS.
July 2nd v. Cranwell Apprentices, R.A.F. (Home). Won.

School 89 for 9 dec. (Francis 21, Marsland 21).
Cranwell 59 (Ross 2 for 1, Wildgust 2 for 9).

School collapsed immediately, the opening pair being back in 
the pavilion for only 5 runs; but then a recovery was made. The 
attack, by steady and consistent pressure, dismissed Cranwell five 
minutes from time.
July 5th v. The Old Boys (Home). Lost.

School 71 (Lawrance 21, Young 13 not out).
Old Boys 72 for 2.

The collapse of the School innings, after a patient 21 by Law
rance, was interrupted only by a bright knock by Young. Stacey 
and Stirland bowled well for Old Boys. A promising start for
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School was shown when Martin and Brown (capt.), the opening 
pair for O.B.s, were dismissed, but Richardson and Brealey knocked 
off the runs in a sound partnership.

July 12th v. Nottingham H igh School (Away). Lost.
School 58 (Turton 23).
N.H.S. 60 for 5 (Ross 2 for 15, Lawrance 2 for 17).

The School batting, apart from Turton’s, failed against a leg- 
side attack. High School had an early shock, being 2 wickets 
down for 2 runs (Lawrance—4 overs, 4 maidens, 2 wickets, o runs), 
but steadily overhauled our total for the loss of 5 wickets.

July 19th v. High Pavement G.S. (Away). Lost.
School 129 for 7 dec. (Francis 68 not out, Lawrance 21, 

Young 21).
H.P. 130 for 7.

The School batted very well—Francis making the highest 
individual score of the season, being undefeated. The Pave
ment “ hitters ” got to work, however, and ruining many an 
average easily knocked off the runs.

July 23rd v. Alderman Newton’s School, Leicester (Away).
Lost.

A.N.S. 79 (Lawrance 5 for 17).
School 76 (Hempstock 31, Francis 20).

Newton’s tail wagged and carried a poor opening score to 79. 
The School opened extremely well, having 50 on the board for 1 
wicket, but an amazing collapse followed and, despite stubborn 
resistance by Young, number 11 was bowled with our total 3 short 
of victory.

July 28th v. Staff XI. (Home). Drawn.
Staff 114 (Mr. Rowe 35, Mr. Newitt 21, Lawrance 3 for 18, 

Ross 3 for 19).
School 112 for 8 (Ross 38 not out, Lawrance 20, Mr. Bampton 

3 for H)-
The Staff XI. batted attractively with Messrs. Rowe and Newitt 

prominent. One enormous, straight “ six ” from Mr. White was 
cheered lustily. The School batted luckily and well and with two 
wickets in hand were only two runs in arrears when stumps were 
drawn.
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The best averages for the season were: —
BATTING.

Lawrance
Innings

13
Times 
Not out 

1
Runs
242

Highest score 
54 not out

Average
20.16

Francis 14 3 216 68 not out 19.63
Hempstock 13 0 217 47 16.70
Young 9 4 61 , 21 12.20

Also batted : 
Ross 5 1 69 38 not out 17.20

BOWLING.
Overs Maidens Runs Wkts. Average

Lawrance 138.3 46 238 40 5.95
Marsland 81 32 141 14 10.07
Nicholson 48 10 153 15 10.20
Pickering 

Also bowled :
67.1 17 150 13 11.50

Ross 23 10 55 11 5.00
SECOND XI.

Owing to the fact that many members of the team were taking examina
tions, two of our fixtures were cancelled. However, in the following matches 
the team, ably captained by G. Richards, who took the place of T. Holloway 
when the latter left, acquitted themselves well.

We beat Trent College at home; and although we were narrowly defeated 
by the High School at home, we atoned later by beating them away, a drawn 
match with Alderman Newton’s, brought the season to a successful 
conclusion.

RESULTS.
July 8th v. Trent College (Home). Won

Trent College 91 (Hill 3 for 20).
School 96 for 8 (Ross 23, Dakin 22).

July 12th v. Nottingham High School (Home). Lost.
Nottingham High School 98 (Binch 7 for 15).
School 92 (Richards 40, Bonser J. 22).

July 19th v. Nottingham High School (Away). Won.
Nottingham High School 68 (Ross 4 for 22, Mottershaw 3 for 10). 
School 70 for 9 (Hill not out 16).

July 23rd v. Alderman Newton’s (Home). Drawn.
Alderman Newton’s 26 for 9 (Bonser 3 for 6, Binch 3 for 10) 
School 114 for 6 (Binch 49, Richards not out 24).

“ UNDER 14 ” COLTS XI. and “ UNDER 15 ” XL
July 8th v. Trent College ‘ Under 15 ’ (Home). Won.

School 76 for 6 dec., (Aldred 26, Starling 19 not out).
Trent 44 (Morley 3 for 1, Starling 5 for 20).

July 12th v. Nottingham High School Colts (Away). Lost.
Nottingham High School 65 (Aldred 4 for 21, Robinson 3 for 14). 
School 45 (Whyman 16, Caine 13).

July 19th v. Nottingham High School Colts (Home). Tie.
School 53 (Robinson 23).
Nottingham High School 53 (Aldred 5 for 11, Caine 4.for 15).

July 26th v. High Pavement G.S. Colts (Away). Lost.
High Pavement 50 (Caine 2 for 1, Whyman 3 for 9).
School 45.
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HOUSE MATCHES.
SENIOR— 1st Round.

Green v. Yellow. Green won by 8 wkts.
Yellow 27 (Lawrance 5 for 14, Marsland 4 for 12).
Green 34 for 2 (Lawrance 13 not out, Bonser 13 not out).

Red v. Blue. Red won by 6 wkts.
Blue 48 (Bonser 7 for 10).
Red 49 for 4 (Hempstock 17, Francis 12 not out).

Final.
Green v. Red.. Match drawn—Cup shared.

Red 109 (Hempstock 21, Gimson 21, Bonser 27).
Green 30 for 2 (McLeod 19 not out, Lobb 2 for 5).

JUNIOR—1st Round.
Green v. Yellow. Green won by 9 wkts.

Yellow 13 (Duncombe 4 for 5, Jackson 2 for 1, Parris 2 for 1). 
Green 14 for 1.

Blue v. Red. Blue won by 36 runs.
Blue 58 (Drakeford 14, Robinson 7 for 31).
Red 22 (Aldred 4 for 4, Drakeford 4 for 13).

Final.
Blue v. Green. Blue won by 72 runs.

Green 10 (Aldred 5 for 7, Drakeford 4 for 3).
Blue 82 (Brealey 23, Drakeford 28).

RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1947
This season promises many fine games, and when matches become 

frequent the First XV. should give a good account of itself. The 
pack is very sound and should get the ball back consistently from 
scrums and line-outs. The backs are all fast: a potential, try- 
scoring line, they must see that bad handling and poor passing 
do not spoil their efforts.
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We hope to use these factors in our next matches so that they, 
coupled with an undoubted enthusiasm, will bring us to victory.

The only thing left now is to hope for rain, the hardness of 
grounds at the moment having caused many games to be cancelled.
Oct. 1st v. High Pavement G.S. (Away) Lost 16-4.

The School pack played extremely well, but the backs could not 
gain any advantages. Handling and passing must improve. A 
drop goal by Sims gained our solitary points. An extremely hard 
ground made good Rugger impossible.
Nov. 5th v. Newark Magnus G.S. (Home). W on 32-6.

The School confirmed the belief that they could play good, fast, 
open Rugger and overwhelmed Magnus. Many fine tries were 
scored, all the three-quarters scoring. The forwards, sound and 
resourceful, the “ threes ” fast and clever, combined to make an 
extremely good team.
Nov. 8th v. K ing’s School, Grantham (Away). Won 34-8.

The School back division once again proved its speed and powers 
of penetration and was superior to its opposite number. The 
forwards, unhappy at the beginning, later played well. A very 
hearty, enthusiastic game.
Nov. 12th v. High Pavement G.S. (Home). Won 16-3.

A strong wind made touch-kicking a necessity for changing 
defence into attack. This relieved a hard-worked pack on many 
occasions. Forward play formed the main part of game, but on 
the whole proved negligible. The School backs, always fast, played 
well, Roberts scoring three tries.

SECOND XV.
v. High Pavement G.S. (Home). Won 22—8.

By pressing hard during the first half a commanding lead was established, 
although honours were equally shared in the second half. The team com
bined very well in this match.
v. Minster School, Southwell (Home). Won 15—3.

The forwards had difficulty in controlling a lively Southwell pack in the 
open, and just held their own in the set scrums. The threequarters were not 
outstanding, save for occasional flashes which decided the issue.
.v. King’s School, Grantham (Home). Won 44— 0.

The school was definitely the better side; the issue was never in doubt. 
v. High Pavement G.S. (Away). Won 11—0.

The difficulties of a slippery ground and high wind ruined many three- 
quarter movements in the first half, but in the second half the team settled 
down to play a forward game, and eventually won comfortably.
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COLTS XV (Under 14).
Sept. 27th v. West Bridgford G.S. (Away). Won 9—3
4th Oct. v. Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Away). Lost 6— 3.
18th Oct. v. High Pavement G.S. (Home). Won 8—0.
Oct. 25th v. Alderman Newton’s G.S. (Home). Won 8—0.
Nov. 8th v. King’s School, Grantham (Home). Lost 9—3.

UNDER 15 XV.
11th Oct. v. West Bridgford G.S. (15) (Away). Won 108—0.
18th Oct. v. High Pavement G.S. (15) (Away). Won 11—0.
22nd Oct. v. Mount St. Mary’s (15) (Away). Lost 20—8.

RUGBY HOUSE MATCHES, 1947.

JUNIOR.
1st Round—Green 6, Red 3. Blue 0, Yellow 0.
2nd Round— Green 8, Yellow 3. Blue 12, Red 0.
3rd Round—Green 5, Blue 3. Red 0 Yellow 24.

Green House won the Junior Cup.

SENIOR.
1st Round— Green 8, Red 6. Blue 30, Yellow 5.
2nd Round—Green 27, Yellow 7. Blue 19, Red 3.
3rd Round—Green 5, Blue 0. Red 31, Yellow 3.

Green House won the Senior Cup.

THE SCOUT TROOP
At the end of last term we said Au Revoir to a number of our seniors all 

of whom had been in the troop for several years. The troop leader, K. 
Ireland, left us to join the R.A.F. and he carried with him our warmest 
thanks for all he had done for the troop. It is no exaggeration to say that 
but for his efforts the troop would not be functioning today. He thoroughly 
deserved the highest honour the troop could bestow on him— the Service 
Shield. He is only the second scout to win this honour. Scouts Raley and 
Bond have gone into industry. Bonser who is remaining an active member 
of the troop until he joins H.M. Forces has also gone into industry. They 
all leave very pleasant (camping) memories behind and there is no need to 
add that we wish them well.

The Inter-Patrol Shield for 1946-7 was won by the Owls (P/L. A. J. Fox) 
after a close contest with the Pigeons (P/L. M. Stonelake) who were how
ever successful in winning the Norman Cup. Scout R, G. Pollitt won the
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Eames Cup— a great honour for a boy in his first year as a member of the 
troop.

P/L. Fox and P/L. Stonelake both gained their 1st Class Scout Badge and 
Weatherman’s Badge whilst the latter also gained his Swimmer’s badge. 
Scout E. Prince gained his Rider’s Badge after a remarkable display on his 
pony, Polly. Senior Scouts B. S. Baker and M. J. Hart have passed their 
1st Class Journey Test.

In lieu of the camp, the troop sDent a day at Mablethorpe during the 
last few days of term. We left Nottingham by bus at 8.30 a.m. and arrived 
at the sea about noon. After lunch we all went on the sands and changed 
into bathing attire. After a cricket match in which somebody made over a 
century, we held a modified inter-patrol sports. Later we had a bathing 
parade and several scouts took advantage of this to pass swimming tests. 
After ten scouts were free to wander (and some d id!). We left about 6.30 
p.m. and arrived in Nottingham about 9 p.m. feeling very tired. A good 
day from every point of view.

Camping facilities were provided at Thrumpton through the generosity of 
Mr. Small, but they were not used as much as they ought to have been. 
We have held several meetings there and at the last we picked 7libs, of 
rose hips.

On Nov. 7th we held an evening meeting at school. A lot of noise was 
caused by the troop taking its annual singing lesson ! A competition was 
held to discover which patrol had the best noses. It turned out that the 
Ravens smelled best! An investiture was held in the Hall when a number 
of new scouts solemnly made the Scout Promise before the assembled troop. 
In a wide game the seniors roamed the neighbourhood in various disguises 
and defied detection by the juniors. Although excellent, these disguises 
didn’t fool all the troop all the time and quite a number of captives were 
recorded.

The wanderlust has smitten the seniors. This spirit of adventure is to be 
commended. Ireland, Baker, Carter, Fox, Hart, Newcombe, Stonelake and 
Garthwaite are some of those who roamed the country during the holidays, 
camping out or staying at Youth Hostels. P/L. Fox also attended a scout 
camp at Lausanne.

We welcome back one of our old scouts, J. M. Smith, who left us in 
1945 to live in Bradford. He is now a valuable member of the senior troop. 
He attended the Scout Jamboree near Paris last summer.

The juniors—particularly Usher and Fox (not to mention Mr. Boddy!) 
took upon themselves the job of showing the seniors how to build a kayak. 
It is now a very trim and healthy-looking-skeleton!

The troop has participated in the competition for the John Boot Trophy. 
(There is tell of a strange concoction of the Seniors which is even unheard 
of at the Savoy Hotel!); in P/L. Corroborees; in the Scout Rally and at 
Sunday church parades.

We are playing in the Northern Division Football League. Bonser has 
been elected football captain. Although our side doesn’t represent the best 
in football, they are triers! The following are the results of matches 
played to-date with scorers : — v. 23rd (League) Won 3—0 (Bonser 2, Carter). 
v. 23rd (Friendly) Won 6—3 (Bonser 3, Carter 2, Hankin). v. 87th, Lost 
2— 3 (Carter 2).
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Quite a number of our new members are showing distinct promise and 
we expect to hav^ a good side later on.

E.G.C.

THE SHAKESPEARIAN SOCIETY
Chairman: N. C. N icholson .

Secretary: R. H adfield.
The Society has felt keenly the loss of those two stalwarts, J. 

Richards and N. Willdig, its inaugural Chairman and Secretary; 
the former’s inimitable performances as Falstaff will never be for
gotten, while the animation of the latter held the Society together 
on many occasions.

This term has been the most active in the Society’s history, and 
all meetings have been excellently and enthusiastically attended. 
Amongst the Society’s activities have been discussions held upon 
the Shakespearian productions of Wolfit at the Theatre Royal 
and those of the Third Programme of the B.B.C., and members 
of the Staff have given their valuable opinions too. Several film 
strips have been borrowed from the County Library, on Shake
speare, his life and times. The rest of the term’s performances 
have been readings from “ The Winter’s Tale.”

R.H. (Sec.).

THE MUSIC SOCIETY
Chairman: R. H adfield.
Secretary: A. J. W ebster .

The Society still maintains its numerical strength, but mainly 
from the Upper Sixth; there are at present very few from the 
Lower Sixth and Fifth Forms, and we would therefore like to 
invite interested members of these Forms to apply to join the 
Society, the meetings of which are held at 4.0 p.m. every Monday.

O f the recent additions to our record library, one section was 
chosen especially to fill some of the more important gaps in our 
repertoire, and consisted of music by Richard Strauss, Delius, 
Puccini, Leoncavallo and Benjamin Britten, none of whom had 
hitherto been represented in our library. At the same time we
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obtained records of important works by Elgar and Sibelius. The 
other section was composed of music of the Romantic Period— 
short orchestral works and songs by Tschaikovsky, Gounod, Berlioz, 
Verdi, Rimsky-Korsakov and Humperdinck. We have also 
acquired records of some excerpts from William Walton’s music 
for the film “ Henry V.”

A.J.W. (Sec.).

HOUSE NOTES
BLUE HOUSE

The year 1946-7 was notable. The Greens won the Hunt Cup 
for the first time. We congratulate them; we salute them—we 
hope they won’t do it again ! We did our best to prevent it and 
would have succeeded had our juniors played their part in the 
swimming sports. Their failure here cost us not only the Hunt 
Cup but also the Junior House Championship. It must not happen 
again. We shared the Senior House Championship—for which 
there is no trophy—with Red House.

We did very well in the athletic sports, winning both the junior 
and senior championships easily. We are proud of our team and 
those who did the hard work of seeking out the talent.

We again won the junior cricket cup and were represented by 
one of our best-ever teams. As most of its members will be eligible 
again next summer, we expect them to complete the hat-trick. 
Little need be said about our senior cricket team—it hid itself in 
a cloud of mediocrity. Our senior swimmers played their part well 
and even won the senior relay race but they were not whole
heartedly supported by the middles and juniors.

The House is indebted to F. M. Elderkin (“ Whistle ”) for the 
hard work he did as House Captain. He set a fine example to the 
rest of the House both on and off the field and ranks amongst the 
highest of an illustrious line of Blue House Captains. He is now 
at an O.C.T.U. near Salisbury and has there met T. Holloway, 
last year’s Green House Captain, and B. Coupland, an old Yellow. 
If there was only a Red they could re-fight all their battles !

Great difficulty has been experienced in trying to obtain Colours, 
Badges and Scrolls at reasonable prices. We have not yet given up 
hope but realise that the difficult times don’t help much ! We 
have, however, succeeded in getting senior cricket caps and these 
will be awarded (free) to winners from 1945 onwards and can be 
obtained by previous winners on payment of their actual cost (6/6). 
K. Wheeleker is the first coloursman to obtain one,



THE CENTAUR Twenty-one

Little will be said about our prospects for this year but we live 
hopefully!

The following Colours were awarded last year :—
Rugby (Senr.)—F. M. Elderkin, R. J. N. Dakin, J. E. G. Etches, 

J. E. G. Grainger, G. N. Roberts, W. Law.
Rugby (Jun.)—J. Horsewood, P. H. Brealey, B. J. Jukes, D. B. Brown. 
Cricket (Sen.)—-A. P. Taylor, R. A. Pickering.
Cricket (Jun.)—K. Aldred, J. W. W. Wayman, J. M. Drakeford,

P. H. Brealey, J. Clark.
Athletics (Sen.)—F. M. Elderkin, J. E. Grainger, W. Law, J. E. G. Etches. 
Athletics (Jun.)— P. G. Perkins, D. Smart.
Swimming—R. Marlow, J. E.G. Etches.

The following are the officers so far appointed for 1947-8 :—- 
House Captain—R. J. N. Dakin.
House Vice-Captains— H. A. Barker, B. M. Buswell.
Rugby Vice-Captain—J. E. G. Etches.
Cricket Captain—D. S. Ross.
Cricket Vice-Captain—R. A. Pickering.
Swimming Captain—J. E. G. Etches.
Swimming Vice-Captain—R. Marlow.
Athletics Captain—J. E. G. Etches.
Athletics Vice-Captain—B. M. Buswell.

The House Committee consists of Dakin, Barker, Buswell, Roberts, Etches 
and Ross.

E.G.C.

GREEN HOUSE

At last!
For the first time in the history of the School Green House has 

had the distinction of winning the much-coveted Hunt Cup.
This was only achieved by the co-operation of every member of 

the House and, of course, the outstanding performances of such 
individuals as E. G. Lawrance, School Captain of both cricket and 
rugby, who, after invaluable service to the House, will unfortunately 
be leaving.

The juniors especially should remember to co-operate. Last 
year they pulled their weight and won the Junior Rugby Cup and 
reached the final of the Junior Cricket after the surprising defeat 
of a much stronger (on paper) Yellow House team.

The seniors won the Rugby Cup but had to be content to share 
the Cricket Cup after a farcical match against Reds ending in a 
draw.
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In gaining second place in the Swimming Sports, we were quite 
successful. A lead in points gained for Proficiency Certificates 
helped a great deal in achieving this. All members must strive to 
gain at least a Beginner’s Certificate this year if we wish to main
tain our present position.

Although we failed rather dismally in the Athletic Sports, we 
have great hopes of finding talent among the juniors this year.

Congratulations to Reds and Blues on their successes!
Favourable results are expected from the rugby matches this 

term. The junior team still has a number of last year’s players and 
the senior team has a fair representation of the School teams.

The House responded to appeals for “ House consciousness ” last 
year with the desired results. If we are to retain the Hunt Cup 
this year that same spirit must prevail.

D.H.M.

RED HOUSE
House Officials :—

House Captain— E. H. Ward.
Vice-Captains—N. C. Nicholson, G. Young.
Captain of Rugger—J. G. Ripley. Vice-Captain— W. J. Carter.
Captain of Cricket— G. Young. Vice-Captain—N. C. Nicholson.
Captain of Swimming—R. F. Casterton.
Captain of Athletics—J. G. Ripley.

The activities of last year ended in a rather disappointing manner 
for Red House, and we heartily congratulate Green House on 
winning the coveted Hunt Cup for the first time in its history.

This year it was decided to re-organise the House on somewhat 
different lines, and a House Committee has been formed, consisting 
of the Captains of the various sports and a representative of each 
year in the School. It is hoped that this experiment will bring 
team selectors in closer contact with House members lower in the 
School.

We hope to field a strong junior rugger team for the House 
matches at the end of this term as the majority of the potential 
team are either members of the School Colts XV or played in the 
team last year. Attendance at the frequent practices has been of a 
commendable nature, and if the senior team exhibits as much 
enthusiasm as do their junior counterparts we need have no appre
hensions as to our chances of regaining possession of the Senior 
Rugger C up!
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As regards swimming, we hope to arrange practices in the near 
future.

As a result of these attempts to produce a higher standard of 
athletic achievement throughout the entire House, it is hoped that 
the name of Red House will, at the end of the year again be 
inscribed on the Hunt Cup.

E.H.W.

YELLOW HOUSE
Captain—M. M. Foster.
Vice-Captain—R. Whittaker.
Captain of Rugby—M. M. Foster. Vice-Captain—R. Seneschall.
Captain of Athletics—R. Hadfield. Vice-Captain—M. J. Topliss.
Captain of Cricket—M. M. Foster. Vice-Captain— W. D. Morley.
Captain of Swimming—L. C. Baxter. Vice-Captain—R. H. Smith.

We give first of all a list of our Housemasters :—Messrs. Goodall, 
Boddy, Clarke, Evans and Llewellyn.

The House gained little honour from the events at the end of the 
Summer Term; it was defeated in both junior and senior cricket 
matches and came last in swimming. This was not due to the lack 
of talent but to failure to gain points for certificates; the perform
ances put up by our competitors were not without merit. We 
intend to make sure that the House has a lead in points before the 
next swimming sports and practices have been arranged to this end. 
The enthusiasm shown is a welcome sign; keep it up!

In athletics the tide turned and the seniors did much better than 
the juniors. We expect, however, both seniors and juniors to exceed 
all previous efforts this year in an attempt to regain the Cup which 
we held for so long.

Rugby prospects are not without hope and we must thank our 
Housemasters for the work they have done. The seniors hope to 
end their defeats of the past years. The juniors, although weak 
in the forward line, have a strong back division, and if enthusiasm 
can win matches they must surely win. It is a pleasant experience 
to have the members of the House co-operating so eagerly in 
practices.

M.M.F.



Uinotut tip 3f.&. (10.3L,)
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SCHOOL VISITS
(1) TO  THE THEATRE ROYAL.

Early in the Term, parties of boys visited the Theatre Royal to 
see Donald Wolfit and the New London Company, headed by 
Frederick Peisley, Richard George, Rosalind Iden, Josephine 
Wilson and Joanna Duncan, in their last season of plays by 
Shakespeare.

On Monday evening, Wolfit portrayed Richard III, a personal 
triumph for him, the part perfectly suiting his dominant personality. 
Tuesday brought that delightful fairy play, “ A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” Frederick Peisley’s “ Puck ” was extremely bright and 
vivacious and Wolfit, as Bottom, led the Athenian workmen in 
their mad antics. On Wednesday, “ Twelfth Night ” was presented 
against three-sided screens. Two of the week’s best performances 
were seen in this play—Joanna Duncan as Maria and Frederick 
Horrey as Sir Andrew.

On Thursday evening we watched a mediocre “ Macbeth ” from 
the gallery (who were the gods who let their ambrosia drop to the 
world below?) This production was not worthy of the company 
as the adaptation was very confused. Indeed, the whole show was 
held together by Josephine Wilson as Lady Macbeth, who filled the 
theatre with black evil and hatred. This play had, however, im
proved a great deal by Friday evening.

The piece de resistance of the week was Saturday’s masterly 
“ King Lear.” The acting was really up to West End standard 
with Wolfit as Lear, Peisley as the Fool, and Joanna Duncan as 
Goneril.

This feast of drama was enjoyed by all. It had been a most 
successful week.

(G.M.R. (VI L.A.)
(2) TO  WOLLATON PARK.

We left School at about 9.15 a.m. on Tuesday, 7th October, 
accompanied by Mr. Goodall and Mr. McGlone, and arrived in 
good time at the Wollaton Park gates. We tackled the rather long 
walk from the gates to the museum in fine style— in fact, a sort of 
walking race—and arrived at the doors of the museum well ahead 
of the masters; so we stopped to examine the four cannons which 
are placed two on each side of the main doors.

When the masters joined us we entered the building and visited 
first the Stuffed Mammals Hall. Particular interest was found in 
the Ourang-Outang, remarks being made about the close resem-
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blance of this mammal to certain members of the Form. After 
this the party moved into an adjoining room which contained, 
among other things, the stuffed heads of a Rhinoceros and a Giraffe. 
There were also two magnificent tusks of a Bull-Elephant. Two 
cabinets of birds’ eggs brought cries of admiration from those who 
were interested in these things. The Hall of Birds was also con
sidered very interesting, especially a beautifully stuffed Golden 
Eagle.

The party then proceeded upstairs, and we saw examples of 
fungi and rock strata. There were also cabinets containing all 
types of butterflies and moths, as well as cabinets of beetles, includ
ing the notorious Colorado Beetle. In a room adjoining this were 
cabinets containing types of crabs and lobsters, including an 
enormous lobster which must have been at least two or three feet 
from the tip of its pincer claw to its tail. However, all good things 
must come to an end, and we eventually tramped back to the 
bus stop, and arrived back at School at about 12.25 P-m- Thanks 
to the curator of the museum and the masters in charge, we had 
enjoyed a pleasant and informative outing.

B.J.B. (Ill B.)

(3) OXFORD UNIVERSITY v. LE ICESTER TIGERS
Lethargic tendencies on the part of the bus which took the First 

and Second XV’s to watch Oxford University play Leicester Tigers 
enabled the bus containing the Junior teams to pass us as we were 
labouring up a steep hill. However, we arrived in time to secure a 
good seat for the kick-off at three o’clock.

It was a tremendously keen struggle; both packs of forwards were 
of reasonably equal strength but Oxford had the advantage in their 
three-quarters and this factor brought them a victory by 16 points 
to 10 points.

What impressed us most was the performance of Swarbrick on 
Oxford’s right wing; his tackling and running proved him worthy 
of his international cap. S. C. Newman, at full back for the visitors, 
was above criticism also; his cool handling, fierce tackling and 
accurate touch-finding were a delight to watch. Tudor, the 
minute Leicester hooker, played soundly too, as did Travers, the 
Oxford wing forward.

After a very enjoyable game, we left Leicester to the “ immortal ” 
strains of Nelly Dene and reached Nottingham hoarse, hungry, but 
still happy.

R.S., J.C.H. (VI L.A.)
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(4) “ LE BOURGEOIS GENTILHOMME
C’est le 30 Octobre a 2h. 45 dans la Salle des Fetes de Notting

ham High School devant une assistance aussi nombreuse que choisie, 
une assistance pleine d’enthousiasme composee des eleves les plus 
avances des lycees de la region, que les Comediens de Paris ont 
donne une representation de la celebre comedie de Moliere— 
“ Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme.”

De cette comedie, la majorite des eleves du contingent Mellish 
n’avaient qu’une connaissance rudimentaire; une comedie plus 
subtile leur aurait ete en grand partie incomprehensible. C’est ici 
le theme prefere de Moliere, celui qu’il se plaisait a illustrer—le 
tableau des efforts d’un bourgeois drapier qui veut faire figure dans 
le beau monde et s’y prepare en louant quatre maitres pour lui 
appendre la danse, la musique, l’escrime et la philosophic. Dans 
d’autres pieces Moliere nous a donne plusieurs excellents portraits 
de bourgeois enrichis qui essaient de s’attacher a la plus haute 
societe; Monsieur Jourdain, le bourgeois gentilhomme, n’en reste 
pas moins l’example supreme du personnage.

Done, a la fin de la representation, tous ceux qui en avaient et6 
temoins etaient fort redevables a la troupe d’acteurs accomplis qui 
avaient joue si admirablement cet example de la comedie classique 
frangaise et qui, sans doute, avaient fait beaucoup pour rendre 
l’introduction de bien des membres de l’auditoire a Moliere si 
agreable. G.Y. (VI U.A.)

(5) TO MESSRS. ERICSSONS, BEESTON.
A kindly invitation to visit Ericssons’ famous telephone works at 

Beeston was gratefully accepted by a party of boys and four masters 
from the Upper School. We went on 23rd October and were 
shown first into one of the “ schoolrooms ” of the firm. Here we 
were welcomed by the personnel manager, Mr. Ashman, who ex
plained the methods of training and the nature of the work carried 
out. Then we divided into small groups and led by former H.M. 
pupils, now at Ericssons, we toured the works.

A catalogue of the machines and processes we inspected would 
take too long and words could not easily describe our reactions. 
The writers found special interest in the plastic-moulding, the 
magnetising coils, a stroboscopic device for measuring speeds of 
rotation and a test carried out for our benefit showing how explo
sions are caused by sparking in mines. We understand that one 
master cast longing eyes at the goodly store of wood, while yet 
another spent an anxious time having his watch de-magnetised. At 
the conclusion, the parties gathered in the canteen and were re
freshed with peaches and custard, tea and cake.
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The visit gave us an insight into the life in a great factory and 
made us realise the skill and patience needed by the modern 
electrical engineer. Some days afterwards we received a token of 
our visit in the shape of some instruments, and for these we pay 
special thanks to Messrs. Ericssons.

(6) THE FOOL IN LITERATURE.
On Tuesday afternoon, iith November, 1947, most of VI U. 

Arts attended the Musters Road School, West Bridgford, to see a 
dramatised story of the fool in literature, given by the Compass 
Players.

There were only four of these players but they succeeded 
remarkably well in presenting their theme. They performed parts 
of an English mumming-play which was very amusing because of 
its old, yet modern, flavour. They produced extracts from a typical 
performance of the Commedia Dell’ Arte with Harlequin, Colum
bine, Puncinello and Scaramouche as they existed in Italian comedy 
of the 17 th century.

The scene next moved to France where the Commedia Dell’ 
Arte had migrated, and where miming became an important part 
of French theatrical tradition. Two of the players, as Pierrot and 
an old lady, presented a simple French mime.

These Italian clowns developed, in England, into Punch and 
Judy, and this show was then given by the players. The last scene 
was a Victorian pantomime; here the company of four ran riot in 
an orgy of bad puns, red-hot pokers and false sausages.

The whole show was most interesting and well acted and we are 
very much indebted to those who made our visit possible.

W.J.A. (VI U.A.)

HOLIDAYS ABROAD
IMPRESSIONS OF HOLLAND.

“ See Holland and live! ” Whatever the truth of this statement 
may be and however inept it may seem to the reader of this article, 
to me it adequately sums up my impressions on looking back on the 
all-too-brief holiday which I spent in Holland.

Contrary to the belief that Holland is a flat uninteresting country, 
the opinion of many English people, I felt on my return to England 
that I had learned something of the Dutch way of life, of Dutch 
customs, and, above all, something of the Dutch people them
selves, unobtainable from any text book.
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It seemed hard to realise as I looked at the vivid panorama of 
the vast tulip fields criss-crossed by innumerable dykes, the stately 
windmills and the slow-moving canals that for six long years the 
Dutch people had laboured under the yoke of the Nazi invader. 
In Rotterdam are still to be seen the grim reminder of war—gaunt 
shells of once-magnificent buildings, huge bomb craters which still 
scar the face of the great city, and, dotted here and there among 
the ruins, small crosses which mark the places where Dutch 
resistance members met their death, brutally slaughtered by the 
Gestapo.

Yet, despite this, the Dutch people are supremely happy in the 
thought that they helped to put down the forces of evil and such 
is their indomitable courage that they laugh and joke about the 
Nazi terror as if it had been merely a passing nightmare.

This courage and this patient endurance which characterise the 
Dutch people remain my most lasting memory of my holiday in 
Holland and it was with genuine regret that I left the tulips, wind
mills and proverbial dykes to return home to England.

R.W. (VI U.A.)

FRANCE AND SWITZERLAND.
First, it was Dieppe—shell-shattered and plastered with “ Hon- 

neur aux Visiteurs.” As we entered the harbour, I was, like the 
other British passengers, thinking of the lads we lost there not so 
long ago.

The Eiffel Tower warned us of our approach to Paris, and soon 
my friends and I found ourselves on the Metro—a noisier version 
of the London Tubes. At Pcrte d’Orleans, we ascended and fount} 
ourselves in Paris proper; it was a thrilling feeling.

But we had no time to waste the next day—Switzerland was a 
long way away. We were soon on the road again, relying on 
motorists of various types for transportation. We had one mis
fortune the first day—lost two of our comrades! We “ hitched ” 
our way across France, sweltering in intense heat by day and sleep
ing in its cold fields at night. On one night a French family offered 
us its generous hospitality.

We saw Nancy, Strasburg, Colmar, Mulhouse and, at long last, 
Basle, and we were in Switzerland, and by some coincidence it 
was August ist—the Swiss National Festival. Their buildings—old 
contrasting with new, were floodlit and were reflected with the 
myriads of coloured lights, in the green Rhine, in which people 
with gaily-coloured lanterns were swimming.
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Soon we were swimming in Lucerne’s turquoise blue waters, 
reflecting Pilatus clearly, and over in the mountains, we could see 
our road for to-morrow—the St. Gothard Pass.

By train we passed through some of the most magnificent scenery 
I have ever seen, to Lugano, star of the South. We stayed at the 
Jungendberbergers at Moncote for six days, enjoying the plentiful 
Swiss food. Over the blue lake could be seen Italy, bathed in its 
own Italian sunshine, while the mountains slid sheer into the lake, 
inhabited by fishes of all kinds, to say nothing of the queer wild 
life there—locusts, luminous beetles, water snakes, multi-coloured 
butterflies and, of course, the little lizards, whose tails so easily 
came off into one’s hand when trying to catch the creatures.

Only too soon we found ourselves back in London, having 
returned by “ autostop ” through Lucerne, Basle, Belfont, Chau- 
mont, Troyes, Paris, and we found our lost pals back in London 
three weeks later.

R.H.S. (V. Sc.)

AT THE “FOLL IE S”
The incident I remember best of my stay in Paris was the visit 

I made to the famous “ Folies Bergeres ”. . .
I cannot faithfully record everything that happened in the three 

hours and twenty minutes of that “ formidable ” revue, because I 
was so dazed by the quality and quantity of the decors, chansons, 
etc., that I was in no condition to absorb and remember it all. But 
I remember clearly one scene in which Les Show-girls stood in a 
line at the back of the stage and a beautiful girl stepped forward 
and asked for two American boys to go up on the stage. Imme
diately an American soldier sitting in a box near the front rushed 
forward . . . and I, being an American (for that night only), went 
onto the stage after, him.

The “ beautiful girl ” (when we got near her not nearly so young 
or beautiful) greeted us in a friendly way, told us we were both 
handsome men, but needed moustaches to make us look really 
American. And then, with great, false, “ Uncle Joe ’” ’taches on, 
we two Americans pranced about the stage and went through a 
mock wedding ceremony with six-foot tall girls . . . which ended 
with a tableau and a great deal of applause. Then the lights went 
off, a hoarse whisper requested the moustache back and I was 
hustled off the stage . . . back to obscurity and eventually to the 
Henry Mellish.

M.K. (VI U.A.)



THE CENTAUR Thirty-one

SWEDEN.
Stockholm, in the hot summer of 1947, seemed like a dream and 

the waterways, on which the ancient city is built, had the addi
tional charm of coolness. The shops were packed to overflowing 
with American produce, and it seemed with “Kellogg’s Corn Flakes 
straight from England.” The food shops with their many cakes 
(and milk more plentiful than water) were filled with English 
visitors, and at night thousands of Neon lights flooded the streets 
with brilliance.

It was not without regret, therefore, that I left Stockholm to 
travel across Sweden, past idyllic lakes and canals. The flat country 
was in strong contrast to the mountains and snows of Switzerland, 
which I had visited the previous year, and the tall fair-haired and 
rather Nordic peoples were very different from the cosmopolitan 
inhabitants of Switzerland.

Surprising as it may seem, on arriving in London it was 
announced that there would be no more foreign travel, yet I felt 
that the words of Wordsworth expressed my feelings at returning 
home :—

“ I travell’d among unknown men 
In lands beyond the sea;
Nor, England ! did I know till then 
What love I bore to thee.”

R.H. (VI U.A.)

TEN YEARS AGO
(.Extracts from “The Centaur,” Vol. 7, No. 13)

Head Prefect for 1937-8 was K. W. May.
The Senior Speech Day was disorganised by thick fog. Mr. R. 

Assheton, M.P., the chief guest, and Mr. L. W. A. White, the 
chairman, were unable to attend and their places were taken by 
Miss Williams, Headmistress of Sutton County Secondary 
School, and Mr. F. Hardy, of the Higher Education 
Committee. At the Junior Speech Day proceedings, Mr. Orange, 
Principal of the Mansfield Technical College, presented the prizes.

Open Scholarships were gained by P. A. Gardiner, K. A. Gour- 
lay and S. Holgate, to London, Oxford and Durham Universities 
respectively.

Holgate and Parkin were the stalwarts of the School X I batsmen, 
and in the Staff match, of the School total of 245 for 5 (dec.), 
Holgate made 115 and Parkin 86. (The game was drawn, the 
Staff making 71 for 6).
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At the Nottingham Music Festival the School orchestra gained 
second place for school orchestras under 15 years of age.

The Naturalist Society is exchanging wild flowers, butterflies, etc., 
with a school in Southern Rhodesia.

The Scout Camp was held at Hartington, Derbyshire, where 
football, bathing in the cold waters of the Dore, signalling, climbing, 
night operations, etc., helped to make a very successful camp.

EXTRACTS FROM A LONDON UNIVERSITY LETTER
I arrived here about lunch-time on Monday and spent the after

noon visiting various offices of the Ministry of Education in the 
West End (about every other block round there seems to be one 
Ministry or another). The next day (Tuesday) I went to see 
Professors Hey and Allmand in the morning. I enrolled in the 
afternoon—the whole of the afternoon; I queued for 45 minutes 
for an interview with the Sub-Dean of the Faculty. I took the 
form which he gave me to another room and queued for 15 minutes 
for two more forms. I filled them in with information already given 
three times, and then joined another queue to return them. Finally 
I queued at the other end of the room for an enrolment card, and to 
pay the fees. After that I felt like joining the Housewives’ League 
to abolish queueing.

The session started with a service at ten o’clock in the chapel 
which by the time I arrived was full. This was followed by lectures 
until one o’clock, when Freshers were addressed by the Principal, 
Dean and President of the Union Society. At three o’clock was the 
Freshers’ Squash in the Great Hall. I didn’t know why it was 
called a Squash until I was inside. Here were about fifty of the 
different societies affiliated to the Union urging anyone and every
one to join. I was pleased to note that the Communist and the 
Conservative Societies—both the future rulers of the country, in 
their own words—were side by side. One amusing spectacle was of a 
fellow about 6' 7" tall, with ginger hair and a thick moustache, an 
extremely small hockey stick in his hand, inviting all and sundry 
to join the Women’s Hockey Club. I am joining the Chemical and 
Musical Societies and the Badminton and Ice Clubs.

At my digs I share a room with two others—both are at U.C.L. 
taking Maths and Engineering. There are also a couple of future 
medicos in the house, a physicist and a man of law.

Anything I write to-morrow will, I fear, be a tale of woe, as 
there is a practical class from 11 to 6, with no provision for meals!

J. R. HARRISON (1942-47).
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OLD BOYS’ SECTION
OLD BOYS’ DINNER, 1947

It was decided this year to revive the pre-war Annual Dinner 
and this was held on Saturday, November 15th, at the Welbeck 
Hotel. The attendance of Old Boys was somewhat disappointing— 
there being less than 50 present. After the Chairman, Mr. Houston, 
had proposed the toast of “ The King,” Mr. Tilley proposed “ The 
School,” and the Head Prefect, M. M. Foster, replied. Replying 
to the toast of “ The Governors,” proposed by Mr. H. D. White- 
head, the President, Major Barber, contended that “ to make a 
real man of himself every fellow should learn to play Rugby football 
and go to a war.” Mr. Goodall then proposed the toast of “ The 
Association,” to w'hich the Hon. Secretary, Mr. L. H. Morley, 
replied. This very enjoyable social function ended with an oppor
tunity for members to get together informally and discuss their 
days at School and the events which had taken place since leaving.

OLD BOYS’ RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB
Owing to its having lost seven members of last year’s First XV, 

the Rugby Club has not made such a good start as last year, 
having played six matches so far of which two have been won, 
one drawn and three lost, scoring 43 points against 65. However, 
as the fixture list this year has been materially strengthened, it 
was hardly to be expected that they would have such an easy time, 
for instance, the first two matches were against Aylestonians (the 
only team to beat the Old Boys last season) and Sheffield, who, 
despite having a much more experienced side, only managed to 
win by 6 points to 8. The loss of so many good players has 
naturally added to the difficulties of team selection and while the 
position appears to be easing somewhat, it will be impossible to 
run two successful teams without increasing playing membership. 
The shortage of players is reflected in the Second Fifteen’s record, 
four out of four matches played, only one has been drawn. Yet 
there are the makings of a good second team and credit is due to 
those players who cheerfully turn out week after week against much 
stronger sides.

The Rugby Club Committee is anxious for the prestige of the 
Club to stand as high as, if not higher than, that of any Old Boys’ 
Club in Nottingham, but to achieve that end it is essential that 
all Old Boys wishing to play Rugger should communicate with one 
of the Honorary Match Secretaries—either Mr. J. A. Buckle, 27 
Stanley Drive, Bramcote, or Mr. G. Hall, 29 Coningsby Road, 
Woodthorpe. A strong fixture list cannot be maintained without
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an adequate number of players, and from the hundreds of boys 
who have left during the life of the School, surely there must be 
enough Rugger players to run three teams, let alone two.

OLD BOYS’ DEBATING SOCIETY
Chairman: M r. T illey.

Hon. Secretary: M r. F. G ething
The activities of the Society were suspended during the Summer 

Term since it was felt, by the committee and members, that outdoor 
pursuits were more attractive. Our first meeting this session took 
place on September 5th, 1947, and took the form of a general 
meeting; the following dates of meetings were decided upon :—

1947 : September 26th, October 31st, November 28th, December 
19th; 1948 : January 30th, February 27th, March 19th, April 30th, 
May 28th, June 25th. We have invited various people to address 
our meetings as did Miss Milne, who gave us a talk on ‘ Aspects 
of America.’ Mr. Burnett, Editor of “ The Nottingham Journal,” 
is to speak to us in November.

We would welcome new members and remind some of the 
former members that we are still functioning as a Society. We 
need your support. Old Boys wishing to take part in these activities 
should write to the Hon. Sec., c/o Henry Mellish Grammar School, 
Bui well.

GENERAL NOTES
The Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held 

early in January, 1948, and members are requested to watch for 
the advertisement of the actual date to appear in the local Press.

Frequent Old Boys’ Dances are being organised during the 
Winter by the Rugby Club, and these are also being announced in 
the local Press.

Congratulations to O. B. Smith (1929-36) and his wife, Margaret, 
on the birth of a daughter on June 18th, 1947, and also to his 
brother, B. R. Smith (1939-46) and his wife, Joy, on the birth of 
a daughter on July 30th, 1947. Also to G. W. K. Whittaker (1933- 
38) on the birth of a daughter on September 6th, 1947. It is 
with deep regret that we record the sudden death in August this 
year of N. A. Giles (1938-43) whilst serving with the R.A.F. 
News of the death came as a great shock to all of us who knew 
him and we extend our heartfelt sympathies to his parents and 
family. The School was represented at the funeral by Mr. 
Burnham and the Association by P. A. Morley.

Contributions from Old Boys for this section of “ The Centaur ” 
would be very welcome and should be sent to P. A. Morley, 62 
Hazel Grove, Mapperley.
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ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
THREE BLOKES ON THE BUMMEL (TO SAT 

NOTHING OF THE CAMEL)
Chapter I.—Definitions. This first chapter will be very brief. 

An explanation of technicalities used later on. First, you should 
know that the three blokes were three highly respected, not to 
say handsome, members of VI U.Sc. A Bummel, according to 
Jerome K. Jerome, is “ a journey, long or short, the only thing 
regulating it being the necessity of getting back within a given 
time to the point from which one started.” The Camel was our 
almost unique octagonal (occasionally rectangular) tent which 
accompanied us on our journey. S.O.A. refers to Stratford-on- 
Avon and A.H. to . . . but no, you guess that one.

Chapter II.—The Idea. You should know that the idea of 
the Bummel was first conceived early in the term when we three 
blokes, feeling pretty bored with everyday life, decided that a 
Bummel was just the thing we needed to rejuvenate us.

Chapter III.—The day before . . .  we had Biology, Physics 
and “ double ” Chemistry !

Chapter IV.—The day . . . we had bad visions of camping on 
the Fosse Way in blinding rain, fog or perhaps snow, subjected to 
the full fury of the elements.

Chapter V.—W e set out—bus to Bingham, right turn along 
the Fosse Way and start walking.

Chapter VI .—Leicester. We arrive at Leicester and spend 
the rest of the night trying to get out of the place. We suggest 
suitable tortures for people who insist on (mis)directing weary hitch
hikers.

Chapter VII.—The First Night. After only a slight struggle 
the Camel is pitched and we turn in. (No, we insist we were n o t 
co ld !)

Chapter VIII.—The Morning. 8.0 a.m. Bill, still half asleep, 
manages to crawl across to a neighbouring farm to beg, borrow or 
steal some milk, after venturing on tiptoe past large notices : no
CAMPING ALLOW ED  ON T H IS  ESTATE.

Chapter IX.—T o S.O.A. After a much too long tramp along 
A.46 towards Coventry we are at last picked up by a lorry and set 
down in S.O.A.

Chapter X.—The Evening. We visit the Memorial Theatre 
and see a play—not by Shakespeare ! Afterwards we examine with 
interest the figures on the Shakespeare Memorial-—Falstaffs 
enormous belly and ye skull of Yorick contemplated by Hamlet.
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We return to the Youth Hostel for the night and spend the next 
day—

Chapter XI.—Seeing the sights (mostly Shakespeare you 
know). We go by the field path to A.H.’s cottage and, as we cross 
the railway line, find ourselves wondering how many times W.S.’s 
feet crossed it. Then we decide to return to

Chapter XII.—The Hostel again. The next morning is marred
by

Chapter X III.—The eccentric habits of tent poles. I lose 
my two tent poles and we discuss the prospects of pitching the 
Camel without them.

Chapter XIV.—On the road again. We obtain a superior lift 
in a superior covered van which eventually unloads

Chapter XV.—In Leicester again! Our spirits drop— bitter 
memories! We repulse another determined attempt to direct us 
and eventually get clear of the town.

Chapter XVI.—On the Fosse Way again—this time tramping 
towards Nottingham.

Chapter XVII.—The end of the Bummel. We are unloaded 
in the good old Market Square. Half an hour later we are all 
Home Sweet Home again.

B.S.B., A.H.B., W.J.C. (VI U.Sc.) 
THE LUMBER CAMP

The day dawned in Hertfordshire and we in Tent No. 12 still 
lay in deep sleep, but at last the continued clanging of a wooden 
spoon awoke us. We stretched, yawned, and turned over again, 
to try to sleep. But Tojo, as we had christened the camp leader, 
was not having that, so finally we stumbled out of our tent— 
bleary-eyed, sleepy and itching. We stumbled over to the wash
bowls set in the middle of the square and proceeded to wash. Then 
we were paraded in the square and each one of us given a tin mug 
and enamel plate together with a pair of jackboots with large 
spikes in the soles.

Breakfast, a solid, if plain, meal, over, we were again paraded 
and given jobs. Some of us were to chop the trees down; others 
to remove the branches; others still to load them on the “ Queen 
Mary’s ” (the long trucks); a boy from Tent No. 10 was to drive 
the bulldozer. At last, bursting with excitement, we took our 
places on one of the “ Q.M.’s ” and—we were o ff!

Through a lane, arched with sycamores, we passed, each one 
of us determined, if it was humanly possible, to fill the “ Q.M.” off 
his own bat.
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We reached our area at last and as we each selected our tools 
we heard, echoing through the forest, cries of “ Timber ! ” Then— 
thud ! as the giants that had been fell to the ground, bringing down 
with them as they fell, other, smaller trees.

Our foreman showed us the trees that we (Tent 12) were to 
fell. They stood, their heads in the heavens, tall, proud, magnifi
cent, their leaves glinting in the early morning sun and their 
slender branches swaying to the gentle breeze. We set to work with 
a will and after a while stood back, perspiring freely; then we 
shouted “ Timber ” at the tops of our voices. The tree in all its 
splendour fell like a Goliath to the ground. We moved over to 
the next tree and started on that as Tent 11 started stripping the 
branches off our fallen tree.

The Tent 10 boy, with his bulldozer, carefully avoiding the 
stumps of the fallen trees, drew up alongside our tree. The winch 
chains were fastened round the tree and the engine started up. 
The tree moved slowly until at last it came to rest on the massive 
length of the “ Q.M.” with about 20 feet of its length overhanging.

When the “ Q.M.” was fully loaded it was driven perhaps a 
quarter of a mile to a chute. The logs were taken and placed on 
the chute down which they raced into the river, entering with a 
mighty splash. Then, once in the river, they were tied together 
into a raft and piloted down to the saw-mills to be made into 
paper-pulp and pit-props.

Back in the forest we had finished our number of trees and 
were having “ snap ” as the lumbermen call it.

More trees were felled during the afternoon but we at last 
“ knocked off.” We took our places on the “ Q.M.” and were 
conveyed back to camp where our hunger was appeased with heaps 
of toast, rabbit (caught the same day) and mushrooms. We went 
to our “ resting beds, weary and undishonoured,” and slept the 
sleep of exhausted men, to wake the next morning, stiff and sore.

R.S. (V C.)
The Editor, “ The Centaur.”
Dear Sir,

School life. What is school life? It is, of course, what 
happens in School—the lessons, the school dinners, standing out
side the Masters’ room in the dinner hour, the Tuck Shop, dodging 
prefects. All these help to make up the school life.

But this should not be all. There should be the extra activities 
which build up the social side of school life, the clubs, I have
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heard rumours about there being a drama club in the School. If 
there is, I wonder how many boys in the School know anything 
about its activities?

The School has, at any rate, a very active Scout Troop. This, 
however, is not purely social, it is a course of training. Other 
Schools have such clubs as a rambling club, stamp club, boxing 
club, field club, chess club or astronomical club. Most have at 
least four clubs of different types. I have heard that there used 
to be a rabbit club, but this has ceased to function. To my great 
relief a club was started at the end of last term, the film club. I 
made up my mind to go to all its meetings. I did—both of them.

It is not for the lack of able organisers that we have no clubs. 
We have plenty of, I think, energetic young masters who could, 
and would, help in the running of these clubs. I am sure that our 
School would be a far happier School if such clubs were intro
duced. Why can’t we have these clubs in order to have that happy 
social school life which will bring with it, I am sure, far happier 
results in the academic side of our work.

Yours faithfully,
P.H. (V Sc.)

(Do not think, P.H., that the lack of these social activities has 
not for a long time now disturbed those “ able organisers ” you 
mention. Some difficulties preventing the formation of these 
societies are the departure of School trains and buses within half 
an hour of the closing of School and the impossibility of travelling 
by later buses and trains with priority for workers. But if enough 
boys want a particular society hard enough, that society will be 
formed; it is the demand that will create the supply.—Ed.)

LOCOMANIA
It is about half past eight in the morning and all is calm on a 

certain Number 43, Corporation bus proceeding towards Bulwell.
The upper deck is crowded, mainly with schoolboys discussing 

homework or sport, although there is also an old gentleman reading 
a paper, and several other adults smoking and talking together 
quietly.

The bus approaches Basford railway station. A signal is down! 
The boys stop discussing homework, and hurl themselves to the 
windows overlooking the railway; these are frantically pulled down 
and an icy stream of air enters. Toes are trampled on; the old 
gentleman’s paper is torn apart and he is pushed to the floor under 
the weight of half a dozen boys; spectacles are knocked off. Then
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the bus makes a decided lurch and above all the noise a raucous 
voice is heard, shouting, “ I bet it’s an ought-six-ought.” And 
another, “ Bet it’s a namer.”

Suddenly the signal reverts to the horizontal position. The train 
had been—and gon e!

M.H.G. (V A.)

ON DIVING FOR THE FIRST TIM E
Smack! What a horrible smack to o ! Something had fallen 

into the water.
It was me attempting to dive. I had been curious enough to 

investigate the bottom of the swimming baths. It had taken a lot 
of courage to fall into an unstable equilibrium like that.

I was sinking fast and so were my hopes of reaching the surface 
again. The pressure on my ears seemed terrific. I decided never 
to probe these depths again. I remember having heard someone 
say that it was then that you floated to the surface, but I didn’t 
seem to be. I made frantic efforts to reach air, for I was badly 
needing a fresh supply of that precious gas.

At last I experienced a feeling of relief, but in the confusion I 
was uncertain whether to breathe or not. Was it safe to open my 
eyes or not? I found myself spluttering and panting and I could 
hear roars of laughter from my fellow creatures.

B.J. (IV Sc.)

THE GHOSTS OF AUSTERITY CHRISTMAS
The clock struck twelve : the Minister had lain in bed for two 

hours awake. He had had a warning from his inner self that the 
Ghosts of Austerity Christmas were going to visit him. As he lay, 
suddenly the darkness gave way to light. The first Ghost had come.

He was not what the Minister had expected, an inhuman phos
phorescent spirit, but Common Man. About his feet were chains— 
heavy chains of Income Tax. In his mouth was the gag of Tobacco 
Duty. His hands were frozen from Fuel Cuts. His clothes, made 
of twenty Clothing Coupons, hardly covered him, and his weekly 
three pounds of potatoes hardly fed him. In his hand was a lighted 
taper and to the trembling Minister he said :—

“ I am the first Ghost of Austerity Christmas. I have come to 
set fire to you with this taper in my hand. This taper is the last 
dollar of the American Loan burning to its end! ” And as quickly 
as he came he vanished. The next night the Minister trembled 
violently as the clock struck twelve. The second Ghost appeared.
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He was better dressed than the first Ghost but beneath his sixty- 
pound suit was a miner’s outfit; he was a spiv fallen a victim to 
the Direction of Labour Act. In his hand was a copy of a Football 
Pool, and he said, “ I am a spiv and I have come to light you to 
your end with the last drop of my Basic Petrol Ration.” He 
vanished, and the next night, six nights before Christmas, the third 
ghost came.

This Ghost was more horrible than the other Ghosts, and held 
him rooted to the spot. But, although he trembled and quaked, 
still he had to endure it. This Ghost, the third and the last, 
was — . But, in a nerve-shattering voice it spoke. “ I,” it said, 
“ am the Housewife. Here is my Ounce of Bacon! Here is my 
Canned M eat! Here is the No Extras for Christmas! ” So 
saying, she faded right away.

And so, if the rations are raised six days before Austerity Christ
mas, you’ll know the reason why.

J.E.P. (IIIA.)
A STORY

My mouse it is a dainty thing,
And for a lark it learnt to sing;
Its fav’rite tune was “ One Meat Ball,”
It sat and practised on our wall.
Once I went a-carol-singing,
With my mouse the music bringing;
We stopped outside my uncle’s house,
Myself, the music, and my mouse.
I started with a well-known hymn,
While beating time upon a tin,
My aunt came out and said to me,
“ Sing 1 Once in royal David’s city.’ ”
I struck the note, began to bawl,
But mousey struck up “ One Meat Ball.”
My aunt was angered with me, so
She said, “ I don’t like jazz; please go ! ”

J.G. (Ill A.)
ADDING TO HIS COLLECTION

“ Donald! Come and get your breakfast. Your porridge is 
getting cold,” called the Scots farmer’s wife one day. “ What 
makes you so late? Were you kept waking by the lambs?”

“ No, Mrs. Muir,” answered the young shepherd, who lived on 
the farm. “ It was a bad dream and when I got rid of it I was 
so weary I overslept.”
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“ What was the dream ? ” asked the fanner’s wife.
“ Well, to tell the truth, it was about my birds’ eggs,” said 

Donald, looking sheepish as a smile ran round the table.
Besides being a shepherd, Donald collected sea-birds’ eggs, and 

his collection, which almost filled his mother’s tiny cottage, was 
said to be the finest in Ayrshire.

“What did you dream, then?” asked a ploughman.
“ I dreamt that my mother came to me in the middle of the 

night and said to me, ‘ Donald, you can take back that promise you 
made to me never to raid the sea-eagle’s nest. Go now, and harry 
the eyrie; bring back the eggs by hook or by crook.’ I was glad 
to hear that, for I need those eggs to complete my collection. So, 
in my dream, I made a leap for the lantern and my climbing-rope, 
and I set off for the sea front,” said Donald. “ When I reached 
the sea front, I sank a stake in the cliff, fastened the rope to it, and 
descended. The mother eagle had left the nest, so I lowered 
myself down and took three of the four bonnie eggs.

“ One I broke and the other two I put in my cap. I climbed 
back up the rope and came back home, leaving my cap and eggs 
in the bam. But, oh, I am weary! ” he said, as he rose; “ I might 
have been doing the deed instead of dreaming.

“ But I must be away to work; I’m late as it is. Where are my 
cap and crook ? ”

The crook was in the kitchen but Donald’s cap was not to be 
seen anywhere.

“ Try the barn,” said someone, laughing.
The party trooped across the yard and entered the barn and, 

sure enough, there was his cap, with Donald’s climbing-rope beside 
it.

Gingerly, Donald lifted his cap down, and there lay two sea- 
eagle’s eggs, both solid and real.

“ Donald, your dream was a true one,” said the farmer. “ Sleep
ing, you have done a deed that would daunt a waking man.”

“ No wonder I feel stiff,” said Donald, clasping his treasure.
“You had better take your rope to your room and tie yourself 

to the bedpost when you go to sleep. And I shall never give you 
baked crab for supper again,” said the farmer’s wife.

“ Never fear,” said Donald, “ I have got the one thing I have 
always wanted, and I’ll never walk in my sleep again! ”

D.R.F. (V C.)
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THE SEARCHING T IDE
Behold ! the gods are rising in the spray

And pounding down the wild and rocky shore; 
They’re riding out their wild, tempestuous way,

Amidst the crashing waves and ocean’s roar.
The sea no longer laps the pebbled beach,

Or, silent, swirls into the hidden caves.
But lashes out with long and flying reach;

Amongst the topmost crags it leaps and raves.
With flying spume and snow-capped, mountain waves,

It charges with its warriors to the fray,
Crashing and dashing landward, where, like slaves,

Men toil, in vain, to stem its fatal way.
Take heed, you men of earth, ’twill not be long 

Before its battling hordes have conquered. Soon,
Your highest hills will vanish ’neath its song,

Its rising tides will slowly seal your doom.
R.H.S. (VI L.Sc.)

NOCTURNE
The dark, black curtain falls;
The mind unhindered now recalls
And lives again
Forgotten joys
And long-dead pain.
Unrestrained by the living light 
It savours each past, dim delight,
Rejoicing, sadly, now it’s free,
To yearn for things that used to be.
Profound and chill like a tower of ice 
A central theme appears,
And with aspect grim an enigma stands—
The riddle of future years.
But melancholy devastates
This dream whose hopes are sweet.
And emotions strong 
All rush along
To the place where all things meet.
The pictures form, the pictures fade,
But still that force the past has made 
Directs all paths in eternity 
To yearn for things that used to be.

M.K. (VI V.A.)
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ON THE IR  W ICKEDNESS (with apologies to Milton)
When I consider why our time is spent 
In many breaks and dinner hours outside 
That Staff-room door, and that we there abide 
For hours and hours—although our minds are bent
Always to please the Masters, and present
Some well-done task, lest They find cause to chide—
“Do They expect perfection, praise denied?”
Indignantly I ask—but conscience, to prevent 
Such query, soon replied, “ They do not heed 
Either your work, or e’en the sight of you. Who best 
Avoids their notice fares the best. They’ll state
Abruptly, ‘ Fly you hence at greatest speed 
And post through yard and passage, till you rest 
Outside the Staff-room door; there stand and wait! ’ ”

K.J.E. (VI L.A.)

INTROSPECTION
A fear of life accompanies

The change to men from boys; 
Their mingled fears and ecstacies 

Becloud their loves and joys.
One tries to be much older,

In manner, taste and dress,
In company much bolder,

And eager to impress.
To troubles we are wide awake;

It’s difficult to see 
The proper path that we should take, 

To be as we would be.
Susceptible to ridicule,

And sensitive to jeers— 
Encouragement comes like a jewel.

And rids us of our fears.
It merely takes a nature

That’s thoughtful, true and kind 
To understand and venture 

To soothe that troubled mind.
R.A.H. (VI L.A.)
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THE ASTONISHING INIQUITY OF A REGRETTABLY  
IMPIOUS PRELATE

(being a further episode in the history of that churchman)
There was no doubt about it. The Archbishop was peeved, 

distinctly peeved. One might even go a little further and say, 
without exaggeration, that he was in a towering rage. He angrily 
paced to and fro within the narrow confines of his study, until, 
coming to a sudden decision, he walked briskly to the door, locked 
it, drew the curtains across the window and then went to his desk 
in the corner of the room.

Swiftly he unlocked a drawer, using five different keys which 
were separately concealed about his person. He pulled open the 
drawer and, by operating a trio of complex combination locks, 
gained access to a neat set of buttons and switches which lay in 
the body of the drawer. He selected one of these and depressed 
it, thus releasing one of the locks of, but not opening, a small panel 
concealed in the ornamental scroll-work surrounding the fireplace.

The Archbishop walked over to the fireplace, and seizing a pro
jecting piece of the carved oak, manipulated it dexterously, turning 
it now to the right and now to the left, until, with a slight click, 
the panel opened.

Its opening revealed a set of ten electric sockets, each with a 
switch below it, and, hanging by the side from their leads, ten 
electric plugs, all numbered. Each of these now had to be thrust 
into its correct socket before the circuit was complete and the 
switches could be operated.

Our cleric crept quietly over to the door of the room, listened for 
a few seconds, and then, satisfied that the coast was clear, returned 
to the fireplace where he threw over the last switch.

Immediately, the section of the wall behind his desk slid open, 
exposing a cavity containing row upon row of gleaming containers.

He sprang forward, and, pouring a little of the contents of the 
various bottles into a polished silver vessel having the shape of a 
double truncated cone, shook his cocktail with great vigour.

“ Ah! ” he mused happily, “ absinthe makes the heart grow 
fonder! ”

W.J.C. (VI U.Sc.)
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