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EDITORIAL

“ Human pride 
Is skilful to invent most serious names,
To hide its ignorance.”

Was this remark of Shelley true of our educational administrators 
who, before the Education Act, 1944, had invented such names for 
our schools as modern, central, technical, grammar, etc. ?

And is ignorance superseded by intelligence now that schools are of 
but two types—primary and secondary ?

Although there are sub-divisions! Children with definitely prac
tical tendencies are to go to secondary technical schools; those with 
academic, to secondary grammar schools; and the remainder to secon
dary' modern schools.

In this disposition of youth, it is hoped that round holes will be 
found for the round pegs, and the former necessity of whittling square 
pegs to fit these holes, will disappear.

In an institution such as our own there are many of these square 
pegs, for in the eagerness for further education many have entered 
secondary schools only to discover later that Virgil in no way helped 
them to elucidate the intricacies of Income Tax, or that the Binomial 
Theorem was of little use in diagnosing the ills of an internal combustion 
engine.

What, then, is the place of the Grammar School in the education 
as envisaged by the new Act ? Briefly, it is to find scope for the more 
academically minded of Britain’s youth. And they will find abundance 
and richness there.

After all, ours is an ideal world; our contacts with harsh reality are 
comparatively few; the only jarring notes in an otherwise Utopian 
dream school are those brought in from outside. Were the Arts 
alone our “pabulum”, only Good would flourish, and we should grow 
noble and upright in moral stature.

“ No impression without expression,” screamed the old educa
tionalists—and the “Centaur” is the expression of the impressions 
gained in this Grammar School. Read then the following pages 
critically. Do you find in them echoes of the quintessence of the 
Literature, the History, the Languages you have enjoyed here ? If 
not, perhaps the reason lies in you individually—your contribution 
is not here!
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We of the Editorial feel that as yet, contribution to a magazine of 
this type is too reluctant and that most of the articles are the result of 
some slight coercive encouragement rather than from a literary or 
critical urge on the part of the authors.

But we hope that with the provision of those pegs fashioned for 
our particular holes the “Centaur” will become a paragon of literary 
expression, and contain,

“ Things unattempted yet in prose or rhyme.”
T.H.



THE CENTAUR Five

SCHOOL OFFICIALS, 1946-47
School Captain: 
Vice-Captain: 
Full Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

Captain of 
Rugby Football: 

Vice-Captain:
Captain of 

Swimming:
Vice-Captain:
House Captains:

T. Holloway.
N. Willdig.
F. M. Elderkin, M. M. Foster, J. E. Grainger,
G. Richards, C. Wyld.
P. Bell, G. Bonser, J. Cooper, J. A. Hicks,
E. G. Lawrance, N. C. Nicholson, B. Purdy,
J. M. Riley, E. H. Ward, A. Wilson.

M. M. Foster.
E. G. Lawrance.

G. Bonser.
D. A. Stonelake.
Blue H ouse : F. M. Elderkin.
G reen H ouse : T. Holloway.
Red H ouse : N. Willdig.
Yellow H ouse : C. Wyld

SCHOOL NOTES
Some slight alteration in the full title of “The Centaur” this term 

requires explanation. Younger members of the school may not 
have noticed that since 1939, while paper has been in short supply, 
the school magazine has been the organ of the Old Boys’ Association. 
Schools were forbidden in 1939 to publish magazines, and the O.B.A., 
which was not so forbidden, undertook the responsibility.
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The list of O.B.’s in the Forces to whom the magazine was sent 
grew year by year until, when the war ended, over a thousand copies 
of each issue were needed to supply the demand.

Now that paper is in good supply again the O.B.A. hands the maga
zine back to the school, and the school gratefully acknowledges its 
debt to the Association for enabling the record of the Henry Mellish 
School’s activities to continue unbroken since its beginning in 1929.

But the experiment of using the Old Boys’ Magazine as a medium 
for school records as well as of the activities of the Old Boys themselves 
has proved such a success that it has been decided to continue that 
policy.

So “The Centaur” is henceforth to be “The Magazine of the Henry 
Mellish Grammar School and the Old Boys’ Association” .

We trust the post-war intimacy of the H.M.G.S. and the O.B.A. 
will be as close and as fruitful as was its wartime one.

We welcome to the Magazine Committee, as representative of the 
Old Boys, Mr. P. A. Morley who, in the section devoted to Old Boys’ 
news, gives more details of the change-over to peace-time activities.

Another war-time extemporisation has vanished and this must also 
be recorded. The temporary Staff, largely mistresses, is now replaced 
by a permanent, male Staff. We said goodbye in July to Mrs. Cushing, 
Mrs. Farr, Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. Lawson, Mrs. Llewellyn, Mrs. Pyne, 
Miss Wallis, Mr. Ireland and Mr. Morecroft. Their departure was 
generally deplored; the very presence of the ladies was an inspiration 
and they successfully carried on the good work begun by the masters. 
The monastic tradition is now restored!

Mr. H. L. Newitt was the last member of the pre-war Staff to leave 
the Forces and rejoin the School. He had been since October, 1941, 
with the P.T. and Educational Branch of the Navy and returned to us 
in July, 1946.

We welcome to the Staff in place of the nine departures mentioned 
above Messrs. Bampton, Clarke, Evans, Gething, Jarvis, Jones, 
Llewellyn, McGlone and Rowe. We trust their stay with us will be 
mutually enjoyable.

After so many changes, readers may be interested in a complete list 
of masters. Here it is : E. W. Adams, J. R. Atkins, L. Bampton,
A. R. Boddy, E. A. Burnham, F. Clarke, EcdSrfe&ss, W. L. Evans,
F. Gething, G. E. Goodall, A. Hobson, E. A. Hutchinson, J .- Lv-jaryis,
E. H. Jones, S. Knox, J. Llewellyn, S. Marshall, WsrsMcGlone,
H. L. Newitt, F. W. Packer, C. F. Rettef, S. Revill, J. B. Rowe, 
T. E. Smith, W. A. Stephenson, F. White.
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Of interest, particularly to Old Boys, might be a note on the progress 
made in restoring the fabric of the school. Since the damage done 
by subsidence in July, 1943, some part of the school has always been 
in the hands of the colliery workman. It still is, but with, this term, 
a difference.

Permanent repairs are now being effected, replacing the fibre boards 
which merely hid the cracks and supported the ceilings. Bit by bit, 
new, plaster surfaces are revealed as, in turn, rooms are handed back 
for habitation. We already see in imagination rooms fit for children 
to work in, glistening in new paint and involuntarily inciting us to 
further effort.

It is expected that it will be possible to re-open the Library for 
general use after Christmas, unless painters follow the plasterers, 
who have put it out of commission by their activities this term.

Meanwhile, about 150 new books have been added during the term, 
and 100 County Library books are still to come. We would like to 
thank Mr. Seed and Mr. C. N. Rands for their donations to the 
Library, and Mr. R. Ball for the gift of a book.

The School Year, 1946-7, began on September 10th with 537 boys, 
including 109 new boys.

On July 13th a number of boys under the guidance of Mr. Packer 
and Mr. Ireland visited and were shown over Kirkby Bentinck Colliery.

The Swimming Sports were held at the Northern Baths on July 16th.
In a cricket match at Trent Bridge on 29th July, between Notts. 

Schoolboys and Derbyshire Schoolboys, K. A. Hoskins and A. Wilson 
played for Notts.; Hoskins made 35 of the team’s winning score.

E. G. Lawrance played in several matches during the summer for 
the City Schoolboys against the County Schoolboys.

All three—Hoskins, Lawrance and Wilson—were awarded Cricket 
Colours for the season; re-awards were made to J. K. Guilor and 
T. W. Silkstone.

B. Purdy gained the Endowment Prize for the best School Certificate 
this year; he has three “ Very Goods ” and five “ Credits ” .

In October and November boys from the Third and Fourth Forms 
spent ten days helping in the harvesting of the potato crop at Bradmore 
and Thrumpton.

On 16th, 17th, 18th and 20th September, parties from the Fifth and 
Sixth Forms visited the Theatre Royal to see “Othello” , “Merchant 
of Venice” , “As You Like I t” and “Hamlet” , most admirably presented 
by Donald Wolfit and his Shakespearean Company.
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The School Shakespearean Society, begun this September, 
audaciously invited Mr. Wolfit to visit the school during the Company’s 
stay in Nottingham. Unable to come himself, he sent his Artistic 
Director, Mr. Christopher Ede, on the Friday afternoon when the whole 
school had the benefit of his instructive address, “ Shakespeare in the 
Theatre.” The Shakespearean Society officials entertained Mr. Ede 
to tea afterwards and were themselves entertained by an account of his 
experiences.

On three occasions during October, the Nottingham Chamber of 
Commerce invited two members of the Sixth Form to its meetings; 
they heard talks on Finance in Local Government, Road Safety, 
Trade Unions.

A party of a hundred boys and Staff spent an enjoyable afternoon at 
West Bridgford School on Tuesday, 15th October, when Ballet was 
explained and demonstrated under the capable direction of Mr. 
Arnold Haskell.

The School again gratefully acknowledges generous contributions 
from parents and friends to its Prize Fund; this year it has received 
£44 6s. 9d.

The School Welfare Fund for the alleviation of distress caused by 
the War to Old Boys and their dependants now has a balance of 
£95 6s. 1 J-d. Requests for assistance or information about deserving 
cases will be sympathetically considered by the Committee (address, 
the School) administering the Fund.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, Goodall, Marshall, T. E. Smith, P. A. Morley and A. Wilson, 
T. Holloway and N. Willdig.

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following maga
zines and apologise for possible omissions :—Gong, Granthamian, 
Humphrey Perkins Chronicle, Mundella Magazine, Nottinghamian, 
Pavior, West Bridgfordian and The Derby Ram.

VALETE.
VI Abell, A. C. P., Beeston, A. I., Bertram, P. J. A., Cliff, H. K., 

Conduit, C. P., Drinkwater, G., Garton, G., Glendenning, J. B., 
Gore, G. A., Guilor, J. K., Hill, F. K., Hodges, K., Howard, K. J., 
Krarup, A. C., Pearce, D. H., Richardson, M., Robinson, P., 
Schwarz, H. F., Selby, R., Silkstone, T. W., Smith, F. J., 
Stott, J. A., Thompson, A. D. R., Wainwright, D. C., Wilford,
G. E., Wragg, W. E.

V Starling, E. E., Berry, W. E., Ghest, W. R. I., Greinig, A. E., 
Ball, E. J., Pearson, J. R., Bohn, J., Davies, J. W., Allison, H. J.,
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Blythe, P. J., Brown, J. R., Charlton, A., Cornell, P., Daykin, 
P. D., Evans, J. T. G., Horberry, J. E., Kinston, B. C., Melbourne,
J. R., Nequest, P., North, P. F., Perry, J. H., Sidebottom, W. B., 
Ward, B., Gill, F. C., Lound, J., Moore, F. E., Bingham, C., 
Blower, P. M., Cholerton, D. T., Emmonds, D. C., Hoskins,
K. A., Roberts, P. T. K., Thacker, W. G., Barker, I. G., Beeston,
D. F., Carter, C. E., Moore, A. C., Taylor, G. C.

IV Temple, J. G. S.
I l l  Rolling, R.
II Marette, M. J., Chapman, P. J.
I Pearson, R. C.

AVETE.
VI Cocking, G.
IV Larder, D. A., Lobb, P. T.
I l l  Ward, A. J., Lewis, J. W. M.
II Reddish, J. M., Wood, J. A.
I Smith, C. G., Randall, C. W., Allcock, R. B., Atkin, A. P., 

Ball, C. R., Beardsley, L. J., Bertolaso, R. A., Bircham, J. W., 
Blackmore, J., Bowler, J. P., Broadley, P., Bromhead, D. L., 
Clark, D. E., Couzens, D. E., Cox, B. A., Coxon, B. G., Davenport,
B., Ebling, P. W., Edwards J. K., Fellows, J. R., Grundy, P. W., 
Hickling, L. W., Hutchinson, B. B., Jackson, D. M., King, 
G. J. W., Mellors, C., Morley, D., Pierrepont, C. G., Poxon, 
D. J., Smith, F. P., Smith, G. W., Smyth, R. N., Stafford, J., 
Stones, D., Taylor, P. M., Thornhill, G. W., Wainwright, K. W., 
Ash, J. W., Asher, R., Bailey, E. P., Burton, P. F., Carter, H., 
Caunce, P. E., Chapman, S. D., Cranch, I. A. S., Cupit, D. W., 
Derbyshire, G., Draper, W., Foster, R. E. C., Hammerton, K. H., 
Jackson, J. B., Jackson, R. A., Johnson, T. A., Knight, B. L., 
Parkes, T. P., Pashley, J. B., Pearce, D. W., Phillips, C. R., 
Pollitt, R. G., Sharpe, C. A., Sherwood, H. R., Stubbs, T. D., 
Thompson, J. B., Travers, M., Wadsworth, D. F., Welsh, A. P., 
Wilkinson, D. J., Woodhouse, R. W., Wortley, B. A., Allen, D., 
Barsby, D. W., Barton, J. M., Chambers, D., Daniels, R. W., 
Dark, P. A., Dove, J. D., Evans, P., Gambles, J. B., Goodwin,
K. A., Gutteridge, D., Hammond, G. J., Hudson, J. V., Isle, 
W. W., Jackson, C. R., Jarratt, I. R., Johnson, M. E., Martin, 
D. J., Moss, R., Peake, D. T., Sharp, J. T., Simpson, B. H., 
Smith, B. M., Stocks, J. M., Thacker, C. M., Wagner, F. P. G., 
Ward, J. A., Webster, J., Whiteman, E., Williams, R. A.
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EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, 1946

Higher School Certificates with Inter-Science Exemption :—
A. I. Beeston, C. P. Conduit, G. Garton, F. K. Hill, K. J. Howard, 
W. J. Levene, J. A. Stott, G. E. Wilford.

Higher School Certificates with Inter-Engineering Exemption :—
A. C. Krarup, H. F. Schwarz.

Higher School Certificate :—
G. Drinkwater, A. Wilson, C. Wyld.

General School Certificate with Exemption from London Matricu
lation :—

W. J. Argyle, P. M. Blower, J. Bohn, B. M. Buswell, D. T. Cholerton,
E. W. Cox, W. R. I. Ghest, A. Hallam, M. Kemp, E. G. Lawrance, 
D. H. Marsland, A. C. Moore, N. C. Nicholson, S. S. Orgill, F. S. 
Ottrey, G. N. Roberts, P. T. K. Roberts, E. E. Starling, R. Wap- 
lington, R. A. Williamson, G. Young, B. S. Baker, E. J. Ball, H. A. 
Barker, D. F. Beeston, A. H. Brittain, W. J. Carter, J. B. Drinkwater,
F. C. Gill, A. E. Greinig, R. A. Jones, F. E. Moore, K. Murray,
B. Purdy, J. G. Ripley, C. D. Seedhouse, E. H. Ward, A. J. Webster, 
R. Whittaker, J. R. Melbourne, P. Nequest, J. H. Perry, D. Cropper.

General School Certificate :—
T. N. Bradley, J. W. Davies, D. C. Emmonds, R. Hadfield, E. D. 

Hopcroft, W. G. Thacker, I. G. Barker, L. A. J. Baston, W. E. Berry, 
P. J. Fahy, M. J. Harris, J. W. Lee, J. Lound, D. Marshall, J. R. 
Searson, J. R. Andrews, W. H. Ashton, L. C. Baxter, P. J. Blythe, 
J. R. Brown, A. Charlton, J. T. Clay, P. D. Daykin, J. T. Evans, 
D. A. Stonelake, D. White.

PRIZE LIST, 1945-46

F orms 1 F orm Prizes : Butler, T . L., Lester, R., Griffin,
L. J.

Effort Prizes : Argyle, M. A., Holt, J. W., Veall,
C. E., Aldridge, I. C., Beasley, W. S. 

Art and H andicraft : Dove, K. F.
P.T. and Games : Whyman, J. W.
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Forms II F orm Prizes : Dalby, A. A., Towlson, W. A.
Horsewood, J.

Additional Prizes : Perkins, P. G., McIntyre, D., 
Cook, D. P.

Art and H andicraft : Seed, P. R.
P.T. and Games : Robinson, J. S., Smart, D.

F orms III  Form Prizes : Bayley, A. J., Savidge, R. I.,
Marriott, C.

Additional Prizes : Davey, J. G., Eggleshaw, G., 
Wilson, R. F., Day, N. E.

Art : Bayley, A. J.
H andicraft : Tyers, A., Allcock, P. R.
P.T. and Games : Sims, R.

Forms IV F orm Prizes : Hickingbotham, A. S., Lee, J. M.,
Farnworth, F.

Additional Prizes : Smith, R. H., Wildgust, P. G., 
Casterton, R. F., Mottershaw, G. A., 
Johnstone, P. J. R., Smith, G.

P.T. and Games : Dakin, R. J. N.
L eaming Prize : Edge, K. J.

Forms V Form Prizes : Purdy, B., Argyle, W. J., Seedhouse,
C. D., Cholerton, D. T., Ottrey,
F. S., Barker, H. A., Whittaker, R., 
Ball, E. J., Ghest, W. R. I., 
Murray, K., Jones, R. A., Moore, 
F. E.

P.T. and Games : Lawrance, E. G.

Forms VI Form Prizes : Harrison, J. R., Hicks, J. A.,
Grainger, J. E., Holloway, T., 
Willdig, N., Conduit, C. P., Howard, 
K. J., Garton, G., Schwarz, H. F.

M elliship Service Prize : Willdig, N.
Special Service Prize : Beeston, A. I.

W harmby Swimming Prize : Kinston, B. C.
Chappell Athletics Pr iz e : Elderkin, F. M
H ead Prefect’s Prize : Guilor, J. K.
Balk Cup and Chairman’s Prize : Guilor, J. K.
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H ouse T rophies.
K ayser Cup, Senior Rugby Football (shared): Green, 

Blue, Red Houses.
Orchard Cup, Junior Rugby Football: Yellow House. 
Old Boys’ Cup, Senior Cricket: Green House. 
Haines Cup Junior Cricket: Blue House.
Clifton Cup, Senior Athletics: Red House. 
N orman Cup, Junior Athletics: Green House. 
L eaming Cup, Swimming: Red House.
M emorial Cup, Junior House Championship : Red

House.
Senior H ouse Championship : Red House.
H urt Cup, H ouse Championship : Red House.
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CRICKET

FIRST XI.
This year’s cricket record has not been up to the high standard of 

previous years, only four matches being won out of nine that were 
played to full time. Unfortunately, the weather has played tricks on 
us, two matches had to be abandoned altogether, while two others had 
to be left drawn, owing to rain.

When cricket was possible, we have had enjoyable afternoons, and 
in two cases had exciting finishes which resulted in victories. A 
notable success was our defeat of the High School for the second time 
in succession; while we also did extremely well to dismiss Newark 
Magnus for the total of 8—a reflection on the bowlers, who have 
generally outshone the batsmen.

It would not be fair, however, to say that the school has not batting 
ability—Lawrance and Hoskins both disproved this on occasions, but 
invariably the “middle” of the side collapsed and what seemed to be a 
good total in the making has finally turned out to be only moderate

Lawrance deserves special mention for consistent batting—including 
the highest individual score, 66—as does Hoskins, his most noteworthy 
innings being one of 44 against Alderman Newton’s. Hoskins has 
also kept wicket well during the season, and proved an efficient suc
cessor to Bircumshaw.

Since Guilor’s departure, the bowling has rested on the shoulders 
of Wilson, Lawrance and Silkstone, and on the whole, they have 
acquitted themselves well. Apart from the High Pavement match, 
each kept a good length and only extremely bad fielding, which cost us 
at least two matches, prevented them from taking wickets more cheaply. 
Wilson bowled his spinners well, taking 39 wickets and often bowled 
throughout the whole innings; Lawrance provided pace in the attack, 
while Silkstone mixed fastish bowling with cunning, swerving spinners.
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RESULTS (from June 15th).

15th June v. West Bridgford School (Home). Cancelled.
22nd June v. Newark Magnus School (Away). Won.

School 62 for 6 dec. (Silkstone 19, Lawrance 19).
Newark 8 (Guilor 5 for 2, Wilson 3 for 1, Silkstone 2 for 4).

A late arrival and slow scoring by the School batsmen necessitated 
an early declaration at tea, leaving Magnus only an hour and a quarter 
in which to knock off the runs. However, fine bowling by Guilor, 
who bowled to an attacking field of seven men within five yeards of the 
bat, brought the Magnus innings to a close only two minutes from time.
6th July v. King’s School, Grantham (Away). Drawn.

School 94 for 8 dec. (Lawrance 39, Thompson 22).
King’s School 90 for 5.

In an effort to give Grantham a sporting chance to win, the School 
batsmen sacrificed their wickets in an attempt to score quickly, 
following a fine opening stand of 68 by Lawrance and Thompson. 
After the declaration, aggressive hitting and poor fielding at the expense 
of Wilson in particular, nearly lost us the match; time alone was our 
saving factor.
13th July v. Nottingham High School (Home). Won.

School 73 (Lawrance 27, Hoskins 23).
High School 63 (Wilson 7 for 17).

After a partnership by Lawrance and Hoskins, there was a serious 
collapse in the School batting, nine wickets falling for the addition of 
only 23 runs. Our prospects brightened during the High School 
innings as their best batsmen were dismissed comparatively cheaply, 
but the “tail” defended stubbornly and came within 10 runs of 
victory, the last wicket falling in the iast over of extra time, A feature 
of the match was some remarkably fine bowling by Wilson, who was 
kept on during the whole innings and bowled 21.2 overs at an expense 
of only 17 runs.
17th July v. City Boys’ School, Leicester (Away). Abandoned.

School 25 for 1.
Our innings started after tea in drizzling rain following a thunder

storm and only twenty minutes play was possible.
20th July v. High Pavement School (Away). Lost.

School 138 for 6 dec. (Lawrance 66).
High Pavement 139 for 7.
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On a batsman’s wicket and against a moderate attack, the School 
batsmen scored at a fast rate, Lawrance making the highest individual 
score of the season. However, lusty hitting and appalling fielding by 
our players cost Lawrance a reasonable average and the team the 
match.
24th July v. Alderman Newton’s School (Home). Drawn.

School 138 for 9 dec. (Hoskins 44, Silkstone 37).
Alderman Newton’s 62 for 8 (Thompson 3 for 3).

Once again, faced with a moderate attack, Hoskins and Silkstone 
were able to put the School in a strong position with a partnership of 50. 
After declaration, Alderman Newton’s ruined our chances of winning 
by a slow-scoring third wicket partnership of 45, though Thompson, 
a shock bowler, almost turned the scales in our favour during extra 
time.

The best averages for the season were :—

BATTING.
Times

Innings not out Runs Highest Score Average
Lawrance 9 1 181 66 22.62
Hoskins 10 2 152 44 19.00
Cornell 7 3 53 15 13.25
Silkstone 10 T 106 39* 11.77
Bohn 5 1 41 17 10.25

BOWLING.
Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average

Wilson 101.3 35 213 39 5.35
Silkstone 84.4 26 156 18 8.67
Lawrance 65 20 125 10 12.5

Guilor also bowled in 5 matches, taking 14 wickets for 57 runs

SECOND XI (Results from 22nd June).
In spite of suffering two defeats at the hands of High Pavement, 

this season has proved a successful one. Batting, fielding and bowling 
have all been up to standard and consistently good bowling has been 
forthcoming from Pickering and Marsland, while Dakin has batted well 
on occasions. Fortunately, the weather has stopped the game once 
only, although at times cricket has been played under trying conditions.

J.C.H.
22nd June v. Newark Magnus School (Home). Won.

Newark 18 (Pickering 5 for 7).
School 26 for 1.
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13th July v. Nottingham High School (Away). Won.
School 94 (Pickering 37).
High School 79 (Marsland 7 for 19).

17th July v. City Boys’ School, Leicester (Home). Won.
City Boys 39 (Pickering 7 for 7).
School 42 for 2 (Hempstock 19 not out).

20th July v. Nottingham High School (Home). Won.
High School 60.
School 63 for 9 (Turton 22, Holloway 15 not out).

24th July v. Alderman Newton’s School (Away). Won.
School 134 for 9 dec. (Holloway 60, Dakin 25).
Newton’s 80 (Pickering 5 for 19).

COLTS XI.
22nd June v. High Pavement (Away). Lost.

High Pavement 93 for 4 dec.
School 25.

6th July v. King’s School, Grantham (Home). Won.
School 19.
King’s School 14 (Starling 3 for 0, Binch 3 for 5).

13th July v. Nottingham High School (Away). Won.
High School 82.
School 83 for 0 (Robinson 55 not out, Sale 27 not out).

HOUSE MATCHES.
SENIOR.

1st Round. 1. B lue v. Green.
Green 43 (Dakin 4 for 9, Smith 4 for 18).
Blue 23 (Lawrance 5 for 10, Silkstone 5 for 11).

Green won by 20 runs.
2. Red v. Yellow.
Yellow 30 (Hempstock 3 for 6, Nicholson 3 for 7). 
Red 32 for 0.

Red won by 10 wickets.
Final. G reen v. Red.

Green 47 (Wilson 6 for 19, Hempstock 4 for 13). 
Red 44 (Lawrance 7 for 15).

Green won by 3 runs.
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JUNIOR.
1st Round. 1. Red v. Y ellow .

Red 94 (Robinson 45 not out, Hammerton 7 for 19). 
Yellow 63 (Pickering 3 for 4, Rylett 2 for 3).

Red won by 31 runs.
2. Blue v. Green.
Blue 31 (Dalby 7 for 9).
Green 30 (T. H. Measham 5 for 5).

Blue won by 1 run.
Final. Red v. Blue.

Red 12 (Starling 6 for 7, Mottershaw 3 for 4).
Blue 13 for 3.

Blue won by 7 wickets.

SWIMMING

It is very pleasing to know that the interest in this fine sport has been 
maintained and the number of certificates gained has greatly increased. 
There are still, however, a few boys who are unable to swim, and who, 
with a little more effort, will enjoy this pastime. From the beginning 
of the Autumn Term, swimming for the fifth and sixth forms has taken 
place at Hucknall Baths, as renovations are taking place at the Northern 
Baths.

The School is to enter a team for the Notts. Championship in the 
near future.

THE SWIMMING SPORTS.
On Tuesday, July 16th, the Annual Sports were held at the Northern 

Baths with the School as spectators. Red House won the cup for the 
fourth successive year by a margin of 70 points, with Green House 
second.

Four new records were established :—Wainwright in the Senior 
Plunge; Marlow in the Middle Free Style; and Casterton in the Senior 
Back and Breast Strokes. The Open Championship and Wharmby 
Swimming Prize were won by Kinston, Captain of Blue House, who 
also gave a great exhibition of diving. Of the other competitors, 
Casterton, Sims and Mason swam extremely well, each winning two 
events, and competing in the Relays. Mason of Red House deserves 
special mention, and promises well for the future.

At the end of the Sports, competitors recovered coins, thrown in 
by the spectators, in aid of the School Welfare Fund.
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We should like to record our thanks to the Superintendent of the 
Northern Baths and those members of the Staff who by their help 
made these Sports successful.
Results.

One Length Free Style.
Junior : 1, Mason (R); 2, French (B); 3, Wood (Y). 19 secs.

Two Lengths Free Style.
M iddle : 1, Marlow (B); 2, Parsons (G); 3, Taylor (R).*

35.75 secs.
Sen io r : 1, Kinston (B); 2, Stonelake (Y); 3, Graham (R).

34.2 secs.
Breast Stroke.

J unior : (1 length) 1, Yeall (R); 2, Lee (R); 3, Duncombe (G).
24 secs.

M iddle : (2 lengths) 1, Sims (G); 2, Perkins (B); 3, Morley (B).
46 secs.

Sen io r : (2 lengths) 1, Casterton (R); 2, Etches (B);
3, Beeston (B).* 39 secs.

Back Stroke.
Junior : (1 length) 1, Hay (G); 2, Daykin (Y); 3, Wirfindale (R).

26.35 secs.
M iddle : (2 lengths) 1, Parsons (G); 2, Rushworth (Y);

3, Bywater (B). 45.5 secs.
Sen io r : (2 lengths) 1, Casterton (R); 2, Wainwright (R);

3, Smith (Y).* 38.45 secs.
Diving.

Ju n io r : 1, Mason (R); 2, Hay (G); 3, Wood (Y).
M iddle : 1, Sims (G); 2, Taylor (R); 3, Pickering (R) and

Marlow (B).
Senior : 1, Kinston (B); 2, Sidebottom (G); 3, Nicholson (Y).

Plunge.
M iddle : 1, Wildgust (R); 2, Hart (B); 3, Booth (G). 36' 4".
Sen io r : 1, Wainwright (R); 2, Etches (B); 3, Clay (G).*

44' 10|".

*New record
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RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1946

The beginning of the season held few hopes of a successful year; 
the team, containing only four former members, was inexperienced 
and lacked co-ordination. These difficulties were further increased by 
the unfortunate injury to Turton at the end of the first match.

The forwards are of average size and have been generally outweighted 
by their opponents. They have been in the majority of the matches 
quick to heel in the loose, and the hooking in the set scrums has been 
consistently fair. The main weakness has been the slow passing from 
the line-outs giving little scope to the scrum-half. Richards has, 
however, used his height to good advantage in the line-outs. Etches 
has also done good work in feeding the three-quarters. There is 
however a marked tendency to allow opponents to dribble the ball 
through the forward line.

The wing three-quarters are probably the fastest the school has had 
for some years. Passing among the backs was weak at the beginning 
of the season but in later matches there has been improvement. 
Tackling has been vigorous and enthusiastic, Law showing brilliant 
form against Midland Agricultural College. They still lack that 
initial speed which gains ground and too often ground is lost by slow 
starting. With this added, the three-quarters would prove worthy 
challengers to any school line of recent years.

Farnworth, playing full-back for the first season, has shown excellent 
handling qualities and has often turned defence into attack by fast 
running.

The scores have in some cases been disappointing, but the team 
if it maintains the present standard of play should continue to gain 
points and victories.

M.M.F.
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October 2nd—High Pavement (Home). Lost 5—0.
The forwards showed unexpected vigour in gaining the ball from the 

opposing pack. They were outweighted in the set-scrums but quicker 
in the loose and appeared to have complete mastery at the end of the 
match. The three-quarters were disappointing, weak passing and 
lack of co-operation losing them the advantages gained by the forwards. 
The School was unfortunate to lose after holding its opponents in their 
half after the interval.

October 5th—West Bridgford G.S. (Away). Won 6—3.
The forwards again played well but lacked the cohesion they showed 

in the previous match. Passing from the scrum and line-outs was 
weak and consequently the backs did not have the opportunities offered 
by the forwards. The passing of the wet ball was weak in comparison 
with that of the Bridgford backs.

October 12th—Newark Magnus (Away). Won 6—0.
A wet ball again made passing difficult among the backs. The for

wards were the heavier pack and gave the backs the ball regularly. 
Full use was not made of this and the two tries were not made from 
three-quarter movements. Farnworth showed himself safe in handling 
the ball at full-back. Lawrance was unlucky in his two attempts at 
drop-goals; each time the ball hit the post.

October 19th—Cranwell R.A.F. Apprentices (Away). Lost 6—3.
After an early set-back the forwards rallied and held the Cranwell 

pack. In the second half, aided by a strong wind, the School team 
often neared the opponents’ line but were unable to level the scores.

October 30th—High Pavement (Away). Lost 11—3.
This was a disappointing match after the example given before. 

In the first few minutes the School was on top but soon play became 
scrappy and the forwards did not hold their opponents. When the 
forwards obtained the ball it was prevented from going out to the 
wings.

November 9th—Nottingham High School (Home). Lost 3—0.
The forwards were for once able to hold a High School pack, and 

scrimmages for the ball became fiercly contested. This often resulted 
in the ball being slow to come out of the scrums. It was a quick heel 
from a loose scrum that gave the High School the game. The passing 
among the three-quarters was too long for a wet day and often erratic.
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November 13th—Midland Agricultural College (Home).
Won 15—6.

The three-quarters combined really well for the first time in the 
season, showing that they could be dangerous. The left wing had the 
lion’s share of the work, Law showing himself to be a thrustful centre 
and Grainger a wing who can take full advantage of opportunities 
given to him.

November 20th—University College “A” (Away). Cancelled.
November 27th—Cranwell R.A.F. Apprentices (Home).

Won 9—0.
The backs continued to show their improved form and the forwards 

hooked consistently. The left wing again figured in a fine try : the 
forwards heeling quickly in the School’s ‘25’ and the ball travelling 
along the three-quarter line until Grainger received it before 
the centre line. Using his speed to its best advantage he passed the 
full-back and crossed for a grand try.

November 30th—King’s School, Grantham (Home). Won 19—6.
The School forced the pace in the first half, the forwards obtaining 

the ball and the backs making full use of it. Ripley and Elderkin were 
able to show they too could score tries, Elderkin making a run of nearly 
fifty yards and passing two men in the process. The score at half
time was 16—0. In the second half the forwards did not obtain the 
ball enough and we had to remain content with only one try added. 
Two penalty goals were conceded.

SECOND XV.
The Second XV has been quite successful this season, especially 

as few of the team had played together before.
The forwards have lacked cohesion throughout the season, although 

they have worked hard in the set scrums. They must learn to talk 
less on the field and concentrate on the game.

The three-quarters have been inconsistent in their running and 
handling, although it must be noted that many of the matches have 
been played in really bad weather. The tackling, particularly, in the 
centre, must be improved.

If anyone deserves mention out of a really keen team it is Morley, 
Roberts, and Willdig. Although not so big as many of his team-mates 
and opponents Morley has given a plucky display as full-back.
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Roberts has been prominent on the left wing; his running is strong 
and his handling sound.

As a new-comer to the scrum-half position Willdig has adapted 
himself aptly to the demands made of him and has played many 
vigorous games.

Finally, the team must be congratulated on the spirit which has been 
with it at all matches. The players have considered the game before 
the result and played well throughout.

2nd Oct. v. High Pavement School (Away).
5th Oct. v. West Bridgford G.S. (Home).
12th Oct. v. Newark Magnus (Away).
19th Oct. v. Humphrey Perkins’ School (Home). 
30th Oct. v. High Pavement School (Home).
9th Nov. v. Nottingham High School (Away). 
16th Nov. v. Humphrey Perkins’ School (Away). 
30th Nov. v. King’s School, Grantham (Away).

Lost 9—19. 
Won 9—3. 
Won 9—0. 

Won 18—0. 
Lost 6—4. 

Lost 11—0. 
Won 6—3. 
Won 9—3.

COLTS XV.
5th Oct. v. West Bridgford G.S. Colts (Away). Won 50—0. 
9th Nov. v. Nottingham High School (Under 15) (Away).

Lost 9—0.
9th Nov. v. Nottingham High School (Under 14) (Away) Lost 3—0. 
16th Nov. v. High Pavement School (Home). Won 8—6.
30th Nov. v. King’s School, Grantham (Home). Won 41—0.

THE SCOUT TROOP

With the beginning of a new School year, we have been able to 
increase the Troop to its former size of one senior patrol and four 
junior ones. It now stands :—

S.M.—Mr. E. G. Cross.
T /L .—K. F. Ireland.

Senior Patrol : P/L. W. J. Carter, Second G. Bonser, Scouts
B. S. Baker, D. J. Raley, D. B. Bond, M. G. R. 
Hart. ' '
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Raven Patrol : P/L. J. H. Newcombe, Second M. H. Stonelake,
Scouts D. Gell, D. Wilkinson, P. Ebling, R. Moss. 

P igeon Patrol : P/L. A. C. Bloyce, Second D. R. Foulds, Scouts
J. D. Prince, I. Cranch, R. G. Pollitt, J. Blackmore. 

Owl Patrol : P/L. A. Fox, Second D. A. Larder, Scouts J. A.
Garthwaite, D. Cook, J. M. Reddish, R. A. 
Williams.

H awk Patrol : P/L. J. Hankin, Second P. Usher, Scouts M. R.
North, B. Cox, P. Wagner, B. A. Wortley.

The Owls are, so far, leading by 11 points in the Inter-Patrol Shield 
Competition. The Shield was won last year by the Pigeon Patrol 
(P/L. D. B. Bond), and the Norman Cup was won by the Senior Patrol, 
the Kingfishers. Last year’s Pigeons also entered for the Nottingham
shire County Flag Competition, held at Walesby, but were unsuccessful.

We can definitely announce that the Seniors (who, owing to the new 
regulations about Senior Patrols, have not yet decided on a name for 
themselves, by the way) have entered the ship-building industry. 
From wood very kindly supplied by Messrs. F. Evans and Sons, and 
from canvas yet to be obtained, they are constructing a seventeen-foot 
kayak. One member optimistically said that it would be launched by 
Christmas, and the S.M. promised to eat his hat if it were. Unfortu
nately, it has been discovered that the S.M. doesn’t wear a hat, so they 
are trying to make him eat his words instead. It might be added that 
the kayak is being built despite the printed instructions, since there are 
so many mistakes in them that the work is going on mainly by judgment 
alone.

Since the issue of the last magazine, successful camps and meetings 
have been held at Thrumpton, and on one such meeting the Troop 
spent most of the time in collecting 70 lb. of rose-hips for syrup. 
This amount was very creditable, since the collection undertaken last 
year resulted in only 63 lb., obtained in much better weather.

Meetings have been held at School on a few Saturdays this term, 
and also on one Friday night. The high-spot of the latter was when 
the Seniors disguised themselves and wandered about in the district, 
with the rest of the Troop trying to detect them. One Senior was so 
successful as a blind old man that he had a struggle not to be helped 
on to a bus by an obliging queue. An enterprising pair seized a 
ladder, a bucket of water and a cloth and proceeded to clean every lamp 
from the top of Kersall Drive to the bottom! They are shortly to 
ask the Corporation for a job. More fun was added by the fact that 
the question to be put to the supposed Senior when it was suspected 
that one had been found was, “ May I take your daughter out ? ” 
Mistakes, needless to say, were rather rare.

K.F.I.
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SHAKESPEAREAN SOCIETY

On the 12th of September, a Shakespearean Society was formed 
with the object of achieving a wider appreciation and understanding of 
Shakespeare. To do this, we intend to read the cycle of plays from 
Richard II to Richard III, but at present (November), the Society is 
rehearsing scenes from Henry IV, Part I, to be presented at Christmas.

Talks have been given on Shakespeare and his plays at our meetings, 
and on September 20th, we were fortunate enough to persuade Mr. 
Christopher Ede, Art Director to Donald Wolfit, to come and give a 
talk on Shakespeare in the Theatre.

Applications for membership are cordially invited and should be 
made to the Secretary, N. Willdig.

THE MUSIC SOCIETY

Chairman—K. F. Ireland. Secretary—A. F. Webster.
The Music Society continues to flourish in a quiet and esoteric way. 

Its Monday evening sessions have given great aesthetic satisfaction to 
those of the faithful who have regularly attended and have spread 
such influence among the casuals that music of all types from Bach’s 
to Weber’s has found enthusiastic admirers.

Records recently acquired include Brahms’ Second Piano Concerto, 
Prokofiev’s “Classical” Symphony and the Overture “ Romeo and 
Juliet” by Tschaikovsky. We hope to obtain even more records in 
the future.

May we repeat our termly invitation to all who are interested in 
music to join us ?. R.H.

THE RABBIT CLUB

In spite of last year’s lack of success the Rabbit Club began the year 
promisingly with several healthy does (although several members of 
the staff tried to persuade the Club that the rabbits were afflicted with 
a serious disease; incidentally the meat ration had just been reduced).

However, misfortune soon overtook us and out of the ten youngsters 
which we had hoped to fatten up for Christmas, eight had died by half- 
term, so it was decided to sell the survivors immediately. But Fortune
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still refused to smile, and some days later the prize rabbit caught a chill 
and died. We then cut our losses and sold the remaining stock and 
do not intend to start operations again until Spring when we hope to 
re-form the Club.

The rabbits were easily disposed of, but the hutches are still unsold 
and we await a good offer for them.

HOUSE NOTES

Blue H ouse.
H ouse Captain : F. M. Elderkin.
H ouse Vice-Captain : J. E. Grainger.
Rugby Captain : J. E. Grainger.
Rugby Vice-Captain : W. W. Law.
Athletics Captain : F. M. Elderkin.
Athletics Vice-Captain : J. E. Grainger.
Swimming Captain : J. E. G. Etches.
Cricket Captain : A. P. Taylor.
Cricket Vice-Captain : R. J. N. Dakin.

To all our new members—welcome to Blue House! Your task will 
not be easy : you must see that it is not through lack of effort on your 
part, that we don’t  secure the Hurt Cup this year. Your first chance 
to show what you can do, will be in Athletics. Enter for all the events 
you can, and try to gain at least a Standard in each. In swimming, 
all of you will be expected to gain at least one Certificate before the 
Swimming Sports. Only those who try will succeed!

The whole House owes its thanks to last year’s Junior Cricket Team, 
captained by G. Mottershaw, for securing the cup. I t was a most 
exciting match against Green Juniors—the victory being won by a 
single run. Hard luck, Greens! The Senior Team’s efforts in this 
respect were nothing to be proud of; we hope they will take the lead this 
year.

In the Swimming Sports last year there was little enthusiasm within 
our ranks, Blue House finishing up in third place. Don’t let this 
happen again—with renewed efforts from each member of the House 
we will emerge triumphant this year.
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Red House, we congratulate you on gaining the Hurt Cup for a second 
year in succession; it was well deserved.

House Rugger practices are in full swing, and we look forward, if 
both teams pull their weight, to a tremendous victory in this field.

We came second last year in the Athletic Sports largely through the 
performance of the Seniors. With combined efforts this year—who 
knows ?

A Blue House social is being arranged for early in January as we 
managed to win a cup. This will be the first time we have had a 
social since 1938; let it be an encouragement to us—spurring us on to 
greater achievements, this year and in the future.

Designs for House Colours have been approved by our Committee 
and are now in production. All boys who gained Colours last year will 
have them awarded when they arrive.

To raise the money to pay for these and our Social, a Dance is being 
held on Saturday, December 14th, which is open to all friends of Blue 
House boys.

F.M.E.

G reen H ouse.
The House must first be congratulated on winning the Senior 

Cricket Cup after a close game against Red House, but even this 
victory along with our other achievements in Athletics and Senior 
Rugby could not place our name on the Hurt Cup, a trophy we have 
yet to secure.

We feel, however, that the efforts of the real enthusiasts in the House 
are marred by the apathy of the remainder, who are, we regret to say, 
in the majority. Too few cf the boys are, as yet, House conscious, 
and in many cases the wearing of the House tie is but another School 
Rule.

If we are ever to win the Hurt Cup this indifferent majority must 
realise its responsibility and pull its weight along with the rest of the 
House.

The power to establish a united Green House lies to a large extent 
with the Juniors who must work now so that we may become “Cock 
House” of 1947.

This end does not seem to be too far distant if we can take the 
eagerness with which the Junior Rugby Practices are attended as a 
favourable omen. For this we must thank G. Richards whose efforts 
on behalf of the House have been untiring throughout this term, and 
we hope that the reward will be a Junior victory in the House matches 
this year. T.H.
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Red H ouse.
Red House is to be congratulated on gaining the Hurt Cup for the 

second year in succession. This is indeed an achievement and the 
thanks of the House are due to every contributor to the final event; 
to the swimmers, who once again did such creditable work in securing 
the Learning Cup, and to the athletes and rugger teams whose efforts, 
together with the swimmers, gained for us both the Junior and Senior 
House Championships. We had hoped to gain the Kayser Cup out
right, for our team seemed formidable enough on paper, but the hopes 
were vain—as were the Juniors’ when the Orchard Cup was lost to 
Yellows. At cricket, too, we were unfortunate, although we reached 
both finals, but we cannot grumble since five and a third cups will be 
handed to Red House on prize day.

For the future, let us not rest on our laurels, but strive to repeat 
last year’s grand performance.

On the academic side, we congratulate C. P. Conduit upon winning 
a State and County Senior Scholarship, and G. Garton who also 
gained a County Senior and an Exhibition at St. Catherine’s, Oxford.

N.W.

Yellow H ouse.
The past year has not been successful, only one cup having been 

gained—but then the year before no cup was obtained!
Last term’s “Centaur” did us an injustice in reporting the House as 

bottom in the Athletic Sports; for the High Jump, taken later, yielded 
two more first places—both equalling school records; they were gained 
in the Junior and Middle classes. Seniors, look to your laurels! 
Take encouragement; the House is not without talent. The obvious 
lesson from this is that success depends on the combined efforts of all; 
each boy must give of his best in the three events allowed.

The cricket results were disappointing and yet we have cause for 
encouragement in the fact that most of our players will be available 
this year, e.g. W. Hammerton, who took 7 wickets for 19 runs, remains 
in the junior side.

The swimming results show that there is only one way to gain the 
Cup : this is by constant practice. Every boy should find time for this 
and then be ready to enter for the Sports without needing coercion.

Both rugby teams have good chances of winning the cups and it is 
only to be hoped that illness does not affect them as in previous years.

We offer our congratulations to C. Wyld, last year’s House Captain, 
who obtained sixth place in the County Senior Scholarship examination.

M.M.F.
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SCHOOL VISITS

DOWN THE MINE
To have lived all one’s life on a coal-field, and within sound and sight 

of several coal mines, to have noticed only casually the long lines of 
coal trucks on railway sidings or the tall smoke stacks and dirty buildings 
clustered around the winding gear of a pit-yard, and then suddenly to 
find oneself standing inside the steel lattice of a pit-cage within seconds 
of dropping for the first time hundreds of yards into the earth is to 
come face to face with the familiar and not to recognise it.

We were a party of Sixth Formers under the guidance of Mr. 
Packer and Mr. Ireland and looked forward eagerly to this closer 
acquaintance with a pit.

The shaft at Kirkby Bentinck was about 750 yards deep, but the seam 
we were visiting branched off before reaching the bottom, and after a 
short descent we arrived at the “deep hard” department.

At first we were disappointed; for the mine itself was so like that 
shown in books and films. There were the tubs, tracks, white
washed walls and overhead lighting as expected, but with the difference 
that all of it was real. Our efforts to pierce the general gloom, to 
negotiate the tub tracks, and not to stumble on the roughly-hewn 
floor or to bump our heads on the low roofs and overhead pulleys soon 
made us weary.

Our first call was at the Deputy’s office, a small oblong room with 
whitewashed brick walls, furnished—strangely enough—with a desk 
and trestle tables. From here the journey led to the coal face between 
packing of grey bind stone and under roofs that often came uncom
fortably low down, until at the coal face we were crawling on hands 
and knees.

Was it our imagination that the miners whom we met at the face 
and along the route were not those seen above ground ? Those pale 
faces and blue scarred hands, as of men “ moving about in worlds not 
realised ” were here transformed; this was their natural element; 
they were at home here.

Harry, the deputy, with over fifty years’ experience in this one mine, 
symbolised the good humour and friendliness we found everywhere. 
From the lads at the pit bottom who tried to scare us with tales of 
dangers ahead, to the miner at the coalface who shouted to his mate as 
we passed, “Keep an eye on your snap” , there was a spirit of cama
raderie so unexpected.
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We came to the surface three hours later, and it was good to feel 
fresh air fill our lungs and a cool breeze touch our bodies. Several 
of the surface workings were visited and then came a much-needed 
wash in the pit baths; then clean clothes.

We brought away many pleasant memories of our visit and can now 
regard ourselves as authorities on coal and its many by-products.

G.R. (VI U.A.)

BALLET AT WEST BRIDGFORD.
The average schoolboy got a chance to learn something about Ballet 

when a lecture and demonstration of this art were given at the West 
Bridgford School on October 15th.

The lecture and performance were given by Mr. Arnold Haskell 
(an eminent choreographer), an instructor, and the three leading pupils 
of the London School of Dancing.

First, Mr. Haskell gave a brief resume of ballet dancing, covering its 
development, history and teaching methods.

This was followed by a most comprehensive demonstration of the 
foot work, ground basis and gymnastics that go to the making of another 
Pavlova. This demonstration was given by the pupils under the 
direction of the Ballet Mistress and Instructor. Incidentally, she gave 
some very interesting facts as to the teaching and theory of the steps, 
as, for instance, that the ballet dancer’s international language is French.

The actual performance ended with dances from famous ballets, 
the most popular being the “Dance of the Cygnets” from Tschaikov- 
sky’s Swan Lake, this dancing quartette being executed by only three 
ballerinas, but very delightful indeed.

Answers to the many questions that followed the lecture were given 
and illustrated fully and carefully, in an obviously earnest attempt to 
enlighten us thoroughly.

It was with genuine regret that we bade adieu to the five who had so 
entertained and interested us and to the West Bridgford School which 
had shown to us its hospitality.

J.T.B.C. (VI T.G.)
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TEN YEARS AGO

{Extracts from “ The Centaur ” Vol. 6, No. 12).
Head Prefect for 1936-7 was K. A. Gourlay.
Speech Day was November 25th; Professor Bulleid, who presented 

the prizes, quoted Nietzsche and Kipling to the effect that men should 
“ live dangerously”.

On October 29th, the School was visited by Councillor Willbery; 
he brought a film projector and with the aid of two films, one showing 
the building at Crewe of the locomotive 6207 (4—6—2), of the “Princess 
Royal” class, and the other called “ Ships of the Narrow Seas,” 
demonstrated two aspects of the L.M.S.R. service.

Cricket: The School was not beaten by any other school side; 
a successful season was well rounded off when Parkin, Holgate and 
Butler were chosen to play for the Nottinghamshire side against 
Derbyshire Boys. Parkin batted very well to make 60 runs out of a 
total of 143.

Swimming : No review of the past year would be complete without 
mention of D. Shaw’s swimming; he has swum well in all matches and 
capped this work by gaining the 100 yards (under 15) Championship of 
Nottinghamshire. He has been well supported by DufReld and Vickers.

Societies : This term has seen the introduction of three new activi
ties—First Aid, directed by Mr. Goodall and Mr. Upton, a Naturalist 
Society, in the care of Mr. Bennett, and a Stamp Club with Mr. 
Conway in charge.

D. H. Lindley gained first place among the sixteen competitors in 
the “ Under 15” violin class at the recent Nottingham Music Festival.

THE OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

Chairman—The Headmaster.
Vice-Chairman—Mr. H. L. Newitt.
Hon. Secretaxy—Mr. C. Stephenson.
Hon. Treasurer—Mr. L. E. Crawley.
Committee—Messrs. S. Best, F. W. Chappie, 

B. Coupland, C. Eggleston, G. 
Garton, P. A. Morley.
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When War claimed the majority of Henry Mellish Old Boys for the 
Forces, the continuation of the Old Boys’ Association as an active society 
became impossible. We were, however, able to keep the Association 
in existence through the willing co-operation of the Headmaster and 
his colleagues. Now that a return to more normal conditions has 
enabled us to meet once again, we should like to express our gratitude 
to Mr. Houston in his capacity of Chairman and to Messrs. T. E. Smith 
and Goodall, who acted as Secretary and Treasurer respectively, for 
all they have done to keep alive this valuable link between the School 
of the past and the School of the present.

Probably the most effective tie between the School and the Old 
Boys’ Association in recent years has been “The Centaur” . Respon
sibility for the publication of the Magazine was assumed by the Old 
Boys’ Association in order to overcome war-time difficulties and now 
that these have passed, we very willingly restore “The Centaur” to 
the School. Henceforward we shall have our own section, for which 
the Association will be entirely responsible, and in this we hope not 
only to retain features which have become popular during the War, but 
also to include new ones as the material becomes available. The 
present Old Boys’ representative on the Editorial Committee is-—

P. A. Morley,
“Cranfield” ,

62 Hazel Grove,
Mapperley,

who will be very pleased to receive contributions in the form of articles, 
letters, news of Old Boys, etc., at the above address. Old Boys, this 
is your section! Without your co-operation we cannot hope to make it 
a success.

Despite the somewhat meagre attendance at the Old Boys’ Emer
gency General Meeting held at the School, a Committee, the compo
sition of which is given above, was elected to carry on the business of the 
Association until the Annual General Meeting to be held in January 
1947. Since then, Mr. B. Coupland has left the district and found it 
necessary to resign. We extend to him our best wishes and welcome 
in his place Mr. D. Whitehead. It was also decided at the meeting 
to revive the pre-war Badminton and Table Tennis Club and to 
initiate Dramatic, Literary and Debating and Outdoor Societies. 
Reports of the progress of these societies will appear in later issues. 
An account of the activities of the Old Boys’ R.U.F.C. during the 
current season will be found elsewhere in this section. A wish was 
also expressed that a Sports’ Ground should be purchased by the 
Association in remembrance of those Old Boys who gave their lives 
during the War, and a sub-committee is at present working on pro
posals for this.
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Will all Old Boys please note that the scheme for supplying “The 
Centaur” free to Old Boys with the Forces will be suspended after 
this issue ? The annual subscription will, however, continue to ensure 
a free copy for all members of the Association.

May we conclude with an exhortation to all Old Boys who are not 
yet members to join at once ? The Old Boys’ Association offers not 
only a means of continuing school-day friendships, but an opportunity 
of sharing in our games and activities—an offer which cannot be 
lightly disregarded.

OLD BOYS’ RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB.
President—L. W. A. White, Esq.
Chairman—G. F. Houston, Esq.
Captain—H. D. Whitehead, Esq.
Hon. Sec.—L. F. Orchard, Esq.

The revival of this Club has had a success far greater than might have 
been expected in view of the difficulties of the time. Two teams have 
been raised, and a full programme of matches found for each of them. 
It is perhaps invidious to mention names, but members would wish 
that some kind of public appreciation be given to H. D. Whitehead,
G. D. A. Walford, and K. W. Stone for the spadework which they 
put in at a point when this revival was only a possibility. They must 
feel that their energy and enthusiasm have been well repaid.

The 1st XV has been exceptionally successful, winning nine of its 
ten matches so far, and scoring 214 points against 42. Here much 
is owing to those players who have brought skill and experience to the 
side when they might well have considered that the war years had 
ended their active connection with the game. The result has been 
a team which, when at full strength, is fast and well-balanced, 
vigorous and heavy forward, and with great thrust and cleverness in 
the backs. Every effort is being made to get a stronger list of fixtures 
for it is perfectly true to say that only once this season has the side 
been fully extended, and that, in the end, is not an advantage.

The 2nd XV has been too often over-weighted, and too often 
depleted by calls from the 1st XV to have had a fair chance to develop 
into a winning team. This is a poor reward for much loyalty and 
enthusiasm, and the remedy is obvious. More players are wanted, 
and there must be plenty of Old Boys now released from the Services 
whose abilities would make a great difference. The names and ad
dresses of any who would care to turn out, if only occasionally, should 
be sent to G. D. A. Walford, 108 Park Road, Chilwell. Clearly, with 
at least two years’ strength of players still in the Forces, it is more than 
ever necessary that those who are free to play should do so, if an 
excellent start is to be well maintained.
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Finally, thanks are due to the Headmaster, who solved the most 
urgent of all the problems by placing a School pitch at the Club’s 
disposal for home matches.

MR. WHITE’S BOOK.
This book has been signed by Old Boys in the Forces paying visits 

to the School during leaves, etc., and has been of interest to other 
Old Boys visiting later; a record of those signing has been printed in 
each “Centaur” . Now the war is over the use of the book is to be 
extended to include all Old Boys visiting .the School, with space for 
any remarks of interest. The following is the list to date :—

P. A. G ardiner (’29—’37), R. D avies (’34—’41). At London Univer
sity, both reading for French Hons, degree. Davies recently 
spent two months in France, taking a “cours superieur” .

D. E. M elliship (’34— ’39). Now demobbed and is working 
(draughtsmanship ?) in London.

S. H. Britton (’29—’34), J. D. Britton (’33—’39). Both demobbed 
and will probably remove to South Wales in near future.

C. G ood (’31—’38). Returned to Training College at Leeds, where
he is Vice-President of Fairfax Hall, and of the Training 
College.

F. D uffin (’38—’43). Has completed his training at Sutton Bonning- 
ton Agricultural College, and is now the Bailiff at a farm 
near Wolverhampton.

D. Carpenter (’29—’34). Livestock Officer to the Worcester Agri
cultural Committee.

N. Carpenter (’30—’36). Has returned to the staff of Messrs. 
Sisson and Parker. /

R. K. Bailey (’31—’36). Is now Stage Manager at a theatre in the 
London district.

H. V. Attwood (’32—’37). Is now a Captain in the Army, and is 
stationed in India.

E. Petch (’30—’35). Is training for Hotel Management at the Hol
brook House and Country Club, Wincanton (Somerset).

J. T. H ayes (’34—’37). Congratulations on the birth of a son. (Sept.?).

P. A. M orley (’33—’41). Is training for his Teacher’s Diploma at 
Manchester University.
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PROSE AND VERSE

OUR DEPARTED MISTRESSES.
What dire Offence from amorous causes springs!
Time was, the Thirds, upborne by Love’s sweet wings, 
Admired in Madame’s Sleek the ruddy glow %
—And then outside her Staff Room door would go.
Nor would their sweet intent her Anger quell,
And each to each would mutter : “ What a sell!
How can we do our Maths and studies rare 
While such a Form of Beauty hovers there ? ”
Oh! How Assembly’s ranks did turn and blush 
As Timely Beauties through the doors did rush 
And take, with comely stance, the back-most stall 
—To talk of clothing coupons one and all.
And in the serried ranks of Dinner’s Queue,
What Junior Bold, as Madame came in view,
But would not strive to make a deafening row 
To feel her soft, white hand on’s burning brow,
With sad Reproach to hie him to the back ?
—While, ’mongst his comrades, Envy did not lack.
Oh! what a tender Punishment to stand 
Outside their door in Sinners’ cheerful band!
And what a bitter Grief to be dismissed 
With Pardon gained, but fair hands never kissed!
But now no Maths are taught from ruby lips,
No lily hand corrects our little slips;
And how can boys endure Math’matic rigours 
When Tutors Male have little Fame for figures ?

N.W. (VI U.A.)

POTATO-PICKING.
It was Friday, the only day that it rained whilst we were potato

picking. The sky, which was heavy and grey, told us that we could 
not expect better weather till the following day.

This aspect caused what was usually a pleasant task to be one of 
misery and distress. The spinner completed its circuit with unusual 
speed, causing our backs to ache severely, the blame for which we 
ascribed to the all-but-handsome tractor driver, who, emerging from 
his “overcoat” delighted in giving us a toothy grin, thereby displaying 
the few remaining orange and black teeth which protruded from his 
gums.
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Whilst we were engaged in this menial task, the two prefects, having 
no work to do, had taken shelter under the haycart. This alone, 
considering that they received the same wage as we did, put us in a 
state of frenzy, but when we saw that they had attached themselves to 
a land girl, the first we had seen, we boiled with indignation.

No sooner had we finished one row, than the next was ready to be 
done, but by some mishap we did manage to snatch a rest now and 
again. On one such occasion, under the shelter of numerous sacks, 
I surveyed the surroundings. To the far left lay the farm—three 
houses and a barn or two; in front of the farm lay the field in which 
the land girl was seen occupying herself with our prefects. Two neat 
stacks of potatoes, in storage at the far corner of the field, were seen 
gradually growing with every sack which we collected.

My musings were suddenly interrupted by Gerald, the foreman, 
who had come to inform me that he had found three potatoes which 
we should have picked up. His language, of course, was not so mild 
being the equivalent of that spoken in low drinking places. When I 
had recovered I meekly continued my work.

Cresswell at the far end of the field kept us informed of the time, 
and so it was with much delight that I heard him shout “ Twelve 
o’clock,” for this meant the end of the wet and worst morning of the 
week.

P.R.S. ( I ll  A.)
THE GREAT OCCASION.

The sun streamed in through the newly-cleaned windows of the 
IV Arts Form room early in July, on an excited crowd, which had just 
been told that ice-cream would shortly be on sale at the tuck shop. 
But the long, bright, summer days shortened into the cold, murky days 
of Autumn and still there was no ice-cream, until one morning, as the 
fingers of watery sunlight penetrating the clouds, pointing now at a 
wretched little urchin busy whispering from behind his half-closed 
hymn book, now at one of an older generation, leaning nonchalantly 
over the crack at the back of the hall, there came the long-awaited 
announcement: “ I have been informed that the ice-cream will arrive 
either to-morrow or on Wednesday.”

Immediately the school, from the most insignificant junior, to the 
dignified, austere and awe-inspiring prefects was vocal in its acclama
tion of the great news, and long after the commencement of the daily 
round there was an undercurrent of excitement; at break, in the dinner- 
hour, between lessons, ice-cream was the sole topic of conversation; 
little groups huddled together in the yards, discussing the new develop
ment, wondering, criticising, hoping, longing, and above all waiting 
for the morrow.
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When the ice-cream arrived there was a perfect furore of excitement. 
Excuses were made to go past the tuck shop window, in the hope of 
catching a glimpse of the much-discussed sweetmeat.

Half-past twelve came all too slowly and when the bell finally did ring 
at least ten minutes late, all roads led to Rome. In the proximity of 
the tuck shop, chaos was intensified; boys pushed, jostled, and even 
attempted to punch their way to the front, sturdy attacks were repelled 
by even sturdier defenders, the smaller boys found themselves on the 
outskirts of a seething mass of humanity, closely resembling the united 
rugger scrums of the county, all pushing in different directions.

Order was eventually restored, the queue dwindled and disappeared. 
Another custom was established.

R.S. (VA.)

NOTTINGHAM GOOSE FAIR.
Promptly at midday on Fair Thursday, the Lord Mayor declares the 

fair open, patronises a few amusements and has “Goose Fair Luncheon” , 
consisting of roast goose stuffed with onions, apple sauce and ginger 
snap, at the Council House.

From then onwards, it is a riot of gaiety. You may ride on the 
“Dolphins” , “Moonrocket” , “Noah’s Ark” , “ Speedway”, “Auto
drome”, “Monte Carlo Rally” , “Big Wheel” , “Steam Swingboats” , 
“Mystic Swing” , “Dodgems” , “Mont Blanc” , “Airways” , “Waltzer” , 
“ Swish” , “Swirl”, “Whip” , “Ghost Train” , or “Dive Bomber” .

You are invited to eat peas with mint sauce, peaches, grapes, pears, 
apples, candy floss, Oxo or what-have-you. You are invited to see 
circuses, boxing booths, Pets’ Corners, Mickey Mouse villages, fat 
ladies, St. Bernard dogs, haunted houses or living pixies.

You are entreated to buy anything from hats to necklaces or from 
shoelaces to brooches. You take “sweep” tickets. You spend all 
your money. Then, you miss the last ’bus home!

G.M.R. (V Sc.)

NOVEMBER THE FIFTH.
To-day school has seemed intolerably long; even rumours of a 

proposed holiday have not quietened our restless minds, for tonight 
we celebrate Bonfire Night. The previous week-end has seen many 
dark and underhand deeds perpetrated by trained and experienced 
fire-gangs who make it their job to see that the next street does not 
possess a larger fire than their own and if they do, find a remedy by 
fair means or foul.
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A certain family of three brothers celebrates Gunpowder Plot an 
interesting way. Brothers One and Two have spent the preceding 
Monday queueing for fireworks; Number Three spent it doing home
work. As soon as the first shades of evening have descended, all the 
excited children of the locality plus Numbers One and Two gather 
round the fire in chattering groups. It is quite dark now, almost time 
to light the fire and the jumbled jabberings increase as a match is put 
to the dry straw and the whole is enveloped in flames. At this point 
Number Three hurries out to join the fun. Un-rhythmic, staccato 
bangs show that the fireworks have begun; small children, seeing for 
the first time in their young lives a real firework display, emit cries of 
pleasure as the fun begins. Catherine wheels, Roman candles and all 
the other spluttering displays of brilliant colour fascinate them; nor 
do the older children know less pleasure, for how distant seem those 
November Fifths before 1938!

As the last rocket soars skywards Number Three hurries in again 
and ruffling his hair continues where he had left off.

J.H. (V A.)

ARCHIE AND HIS ROCKET.
Have I told you the story 
Of Archibald Locket 
Who spent all his pence on 
A very large rocket ?

He somehow forgot to 
Let go of the stick 
And up in the air he 
Shot, quicker than quick.

He sailed past the moon;
It dodged with a frown;
It was weeks before Archie 
Began to come down.

It took him so long to 
Return, that I hear 
He was barely in time 
For fireworks next year.

G.W.H. ( I ll  A)
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FIREWORKS.
Fireworks! fireworks! What a ghastly din!
As I walked around the corner something whistled by my chin; 
I looked around me in surprise and heard a joyful cry,
“ Say, mister, see my rocket ? I t’s flying to the sky!”

Fireworks! fireworks! Queued up for them did Len,
Queued up at six in morning; got them at half past ten.
His brother looked astonished, when he a box received,
And, to his great excitement, some fireworks perceived.

R.L. (II A)
TO LATIN PRIMERS

{with apologies to R. Herrick).
Latin Primer, we weep to see 

You back again so soon.
We leave you on the morning train;

They send you back by noon.
Go, go;

You only bring us woe;
We’d fain 

Cry you down in a throng.
Accursed book we do hate you;

To tear you up we long.

Go; please the masters while you may—
You do not them perturb 

With conjugation, passive voice,
And wretched Latin verb.

We try 
From your presence to fly.

Our choice,
O teaser of the brain!

Is to leave you behind one day 
And ne’er see you again.

A.B. (IV A.)
A RUGGER BALL.

Oh, to be a Rugger Ball 
Flying through the air!
No-one cares a fig for me,
Foul weather or fair.
They bring me out each Friday,
I think it’s my Sunday treat,
And then they start to kick me 
With dirty, muddy feet.
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I often feel quite dizzy 
Flying through the air,
First I find I’m one place 
Then I turn up there.
Still, I ’m really happy 
With all the boys at play,
I have such fun and do enjoy 
Myself on Rugger Day.

P.T. (I A.)

GREED.
As I sat down to supper one night 
With a pound of Dutch cheese on a plate,
I was so greedy, I ate so much,
I was blind to my forthcoming fate.

That night I dreamt a monster green 
Had started to chase me far and wide 
And when he caught me, alas and alack,
He took me for a ghastly ride.

He took me to a palace bright,
Where thousands of cheeses sat in state,
They cast me into a prison drear,
Where I was to meet with a horrible fate.

And just as the greatest cheese of them all 
Was about to chop off my head,
I woke, I woke, O blessed relief!
And found myself sitting in bed.

J.H.M. (II A.)

THE WORM TURNS.
I should be very surprised to discover among you one who had 

never, on arising from his slumbers, and looking out of the window, 
seen the early bird literally “getting the worm”. It is common 
enough to see some beady-eyed starling running about the lawn 
(for he never allows himself to be seen walking anywhere), turning his 
head about and eventually darting off to where his keen sight and 
acute hearing have told him that there is worm for breakfast.

Some time ago on a wet November morning I was astounded to 
witness a very curious incident. On the damp turf was a starling 
poking with its beak into the earth of a flower-bed. Suddenly it
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seized something; its whole body seemed to stiffen, and, digging in its 
heels, the bird commenced to tug. From the soil came a perfect 
clothes-line of a worm. It was hardly thicker than a common earth
worm, but the starling had to retreat for quite two yards before it was 
checked.

Then it seemed to find the work increasingly more difficult and 
soon was unable to make any more progress and, for a moment, I 
thought it had paused to take breath. Then I saw it slowly but 
surely dragged back across the lawn towards the flower-bed! Soon 
there was only an inch of worm showing, but still the obstinate starling 
refused to release its hold.

Its beak was now buried in the ground and I saw its head gradually 
pulled under!

Then its body.............
As the damp soil closed over, a solitary feather was playfully blown 

about by the gentle breeze.
W.J.C. (VI G.)

SPORT AS A FACTOR IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.
In the Utopian world of the future, sport will undoubtedly play a 

momentous part in the relationships between nations. War having 
been banned owing to the all-decisive effect of the atom bomb, inter
national disputes will be settled by international sport. Diplomats of 
the world will no longer be elderly gentlemen in morning dress but 
young and athletic sportsmen. The Government of the world, after 
Britain has, of course, proved her supremacy in sport, will rest in the 
hands of the M.C.C., the Football Association or the Rugby Union.

The thinkers of the world will no longer vote for Communists, 
Diplomats or Conservatives, but for members of the R.F.U., the F.A. 
or the M.C.C. The Houses of Parliament will be taken from West
minster and their fabric divided into three : one third to go to Lords, 
one to Twickenham, and the remainder to Wembley Stadium.

Minor differences between the nations will be disputed by means of 
table tennis tournaments or games of ludo, thus dispensing with the 
risk of injuries. More important issues will graduate to the level of 
tennis or badminton, where the danger margin is increased. If a 
matter of really major importance could not be settled after a game 
of Soccer or Cricket, then more contestants would be introduced and 
a primitive game of Rugger would develop. If the result was a draw, 
victory would be accredited to the side with the smaller number of 
casualties.
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You mustn’t ask what part the three major sports, Huntin’, Shootin' 
and Fishin’, would play in our wonderful world of the future. They 
would no longer exist, firstly because of the unnecessary' suffering they 
would cause to dumb animals and secondly because the class which 
practises them will have been superseded in Utopia.

In fact the social strata of the future will arrange themselves according 
to their prowess in sport; only the upper cream of athletic youth will 
represent their country in the disputes settled by Cricket, Soccer and 
Rugger. But at the same time a new dignity will be given to Snakes 
and Ladders, Draughts, right down to Tiddleywinks and Noughts 
and Crosses.

Once again Darwin’s maxim, “ Only the Fittest Will Survive,” will 
be true of nations.

The cycle from Physical Animalism through Creative Imagination 
back to Physical Animalism will be complete.

J.N.R. (VI U.Sc.)

TO ATOMIC ENERGY.
O Thou, who to this world dost show 
How still ’tween men distrust doth grow,
Instead of war, let there be peace 
That man’s distrust to man may cease!

Let all thy gifts be turned to aid
The peoples here, whom God hath made,
And when, indeed, thou wilt be dressed 
In robes of peace, thou wilt be blessed.

And so when earth doth pass away 
And our account on Judgment Day 
Has to be paid, we’ll hear it said,
“ They loved them living more than dead.”

L.C.B. (VI G.)

EX PATRIA.
Textiles of varying shade, 
Cut glass in ruby and jade, 
Plastics and cycles—all made 
“ For Export Only”.
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Pottery, gleaming, ornate—
Cups, saucers and plates by the crate—
All made at incredible rate 
“For Export Only” .

They’re plastered with labels we see,
Addressed to lands over the sea,
Ah! Words so unfriendly, these three—
“For Export Only” .

R.A.H. (V A.)
MEDITATIONS

on inducing to combustion a panurgic 
fuel of great thermal properties.

To light or not to light—that is the question.
Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The cold and freezing of this bitter winter,
Or by the placing of a match to firewood 
And dark coal, oppose it ? To live—to cook— 
Perhaps; and cooking food will mean the end 
Of pangs of hunger and starvation 
That now we’re heir to—’tis a consummation 
Devoutly to be wish’d. To live—to cook;
To cook! perchance to feed—ay, there’s the rub;
For from that feed of grub what ills may come,
When we have shuffled off to icy bed 
Instead of warmth ? There’s the nightmare 
That makes calamity of so long life;
For who would bear the burns and chars of fire,
The electric’s cut, the gas man’s contumely,
The pangs of hunger, the meter’s delays.
The official’s insolence, and the burns 
That petrol cookers to the unwary give,
When he himself might better feeding take 
From a tin canister ? Who would meals prepare 
And grunt and sweat under such weary life,
But that the dread of something unreveal’d,
Those undiscover’d contents—in tin can 
Kept from our prying sight—puzzles the mind 
And makes us rather eat those foods we have 
Than fly to others that we know not of ?
Thus banquets of variety and delight 
Through ignorant fear, as current fades away,
Are lost. Grade III  inspires no confidence.

M.M.F. (VI U.A.)
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THE POET WHO WAS DIFFERENT.
Once upon a time there lived an unsuccessful, long-haired Poet who 

wrote stuff about Love and Clouds and
“ Flowers that bloom in the Spring, Tra-la,” 

and such wild things as poets dream of and express in words.
But he knew that he was unsuccessful and said, “ I am tired of writing 

this drivel; it doesn’t sell. Everyone has written the same in similar 
ways, therefore I shall be DIFFERENT. Poetry is generally found 
by poets in untamed things like Love and Clouds and

‘ Flowers that bloom in the Spring, Tra-la,’ 
and similar conventions.

“ There is no poetry in untamedness—only in the tall, symmetrical 
lamp-posts, and the shining railway lines that run for ever along dirty, 
weed-grown tracks and are as reliable as the earth. There is no 
justifiable Pity except Self-Pity; no sensible Love except the Love of 
Money; no Advancement except one’s own.”

Thus saying, he deliberately cut short his hair, undoubting, he took 
up his futile although well-worn pen, broke it into two mathematically 
equal portions, and threw them into the dustbin. Then he bought a 
typewriter, and composed the following :—

Differential Calculus, 
like arquebus,
o infinite shot-gun of integrations,
permutations
boring nations!

Interference fringes 
like hinges, 
o waving theory 
not pyrheliometry.
How beery ?

Homologues of ethane— 
subterran
ean stores of pain.
Agravaine.
And again..........

That didn’t make sense, but he grew wealthy by his efforts, which 
all intellectual people read and thought they understood. Dying 
while attempting to rewrite Euclid as a poem, he naturally 

went
to

Heaven.
K.F.I. (VI U.Sc.)
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE ? 
or an excursion into Delirium Tremens.

A Mozart Piano Sonata subtly influencing the mind, consciously 
beautiful, changing abruptly into the St. Louis Blues. That’s a mean 
dog-house! The painted face and diamond rings. Ups-a-daisy into 
the ether, round and round the mulberry bush, armed with Einstein’s 
Theory of Relativity, where Keats cursed Newton for analysing the 
rainbow and G.B.S. couldn’t slide down it and find a pot of gold for 
Everyman.

Up the ladder! Push, scramble! Pull him down, stand on his 
head! Always up; clutching hands! Money! Fame! Climb up. 
What for ? To get to the top. Vast Rabelaisian laughter booming 
out at crawling, wallowing man. Guts and filth. Truth is beauty; 
beauty, truth. Intestines and corruption. Laugh! Laugh!

What do you think of Nietzsche ? Nietzsche ? Why, he’s got too 
many letters in his name. Besides, there is a new philosophy, didn’t 
you know ?—The Cosmic Doctrine of the Good Time.

“ Worser and worser,” said Alice, or was it the Mad March Hare ? 
One more revolution to end revolutions, one more war to end wars; 
just a little more poverty to secure the millenium round the corner; 
only another million souls for Karl! Murder the Jews and thus we 
rid the world of capitalists. But the means condition the ends and 
underneath it all is the mighty beating heart of humanity—Beat me 
Daddy, Eight to the Bar! And I tell you Art is the answer to every
thing. Oh, yeah! Well what’s the answer to Picasso and the average 
atmosphero—cephalic bureaucrat milking a cranial harp ?

Oh! I ’m sick of this. Let’s go and play with Bigger and Better 
Atomic Bombs.

W.J.A. (VI L.A.)

LAMPLIGHT.
No stars,
No moon—
But very soon,
When daylight ends 
And velvet gloom descends,
The golden-haloed lamps will glow 
And flashing, blinking eyes will grow 
—Their yellow-shimmering, misty light 
Will pierce the all-enfolding night;
With brazen and triumphant stare 
They’ll meet the hostile evening air—
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But look! The lamplight has begun, 
A gallant proxy for the sun,
The silent brooding lamp-post 
Is endowed with life 
And incandescence—beauty’s ghost, 
Cuts darkness like a knife.

M.K. (VI L.A.)

THE TIME MACHINE.
Two racing fans, Jones and Giles, were talking, over a cup of tea, of 

their third companion’s recent luck “with bettings” . “ I t’s un
believable,” one remarked; the other just shrugged his shoulders and 
commented, “ I t’s more than a mere bet. I t’s uncanny.”

It happened that the third partner, Jenkins, demobbed army private, 
ex-policemih, amateur boxer and professional electrician, had a bad 
habit of poring over junk in secondhand shops and breaking-up yards, 
and after many arduous hours with screws, wires, bulbs, boxes and 
the like, had constructed (a miracle in itself!) a complicated device 
which was able to read the future.

It seems an impossibility in itself, yet there it was, no more, no less.

By turning a wheel, connecting a wire and lighting a bulb, a sound- 
vacuum was created—this commonly called by scientists a “supersonic 
sound wave” , and by it one was able to recline in comfort and listen 
to to-morrow’s news.

The other two had become less incredulous about this device and 
went to visit Jenkins, to see how it could benefit them.

He was very modest. “ It’s quite simple,” he said. “ Only a 
superficial knowledge of Science is necessary to make a wireless; it is 
the introduction of that missing wire that anticipates Time. Like 
this,” he added.

The wheel was turned, the wire connected and the bulb lit up. 
Suddenly from out of the box, heralded by screeching noises, came the 
clear voice of the announcer, reading the weather forecast the next day! 
Jones gasped, Giles’s eyes goggled. Then simultaneously, they 
shouted, “ What about Loose Button ? ” Loose Button was the horse 
they had backed in the morrow’s race. In a matter of minutes the 
announcer would give the result of that race. If Loose Button were 
to lose they still had time to place a bet on the winner. Impatiently
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they awaited the results; never had the announcer been so tanta- 
lizingly slow. News of fresh wars, bigger atom bombs, even aero
planes faster than sound would have passed over their heads un
heeded. They waited for the preamble—“ To-day’s racing results.” 
At last it came. “ To-day at Newmarket the outsider ‘Loose Button’ 
ridden by Steve Wragg won the Derby. A sum of thirty thousand 
pounds was won by three men, Messrs. Jones, Giles and Jenkins.”

They leapt from their chairs, filled their glasses and drank the toast, 
“ Here’s to us! ”

The announcer was still talking—“ and when they were extricated 
from the burning vehicle, only Giles was breathing and he died on the 
way to hospital.”

J.H. (V A.)
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208A U tility . Well cut and tailored. Jacket and 
shorts lined throughout. Double seats to Shorts.
W ide hems sleeves and 
Grey. 12 Coupons.

legs. Medium shades of

CriftS" b

OF N O T T l N G H A M
—THE

FOR TH O S E  
“ TO P  C O A T  D A Y S ”

The famous G & S School Overcoat. 
W ell tailored in warm School Grey 
and Navy Meltons. Forages 12 to 18 
years.

Sizes 7 and 8 : - 92/- 
Sizes 9 and 10 : - 94/11 
Sizes 11 and/12: - 99/11

COMPLETE SCHOOL OUTFITTERS

l t d .

G ABA RDINE R A IN C O A TS
Blue Gabardine Double-breasted 
Raincoats. Tailored collar and 
revers. Fully belted. In A ir Force 
Blue. A safe “  wet weather ”  
investment. !

Sizes 8 to 9 : - 64 3

Sizes 11 to 12 : - 77 7

Sizes 5 to 7 : - 57 2

GREY FLA N N E L JACKET and SHORTS
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jj Telephone 43531 & 43532.

•SISSON & PARKER)
■ L I M I T E D

BOOKS ON ALL SUBJECTS 
STATIONERY, FOUNTAIN PENS 

HANDICRAFT 
FANCY GOODS

| W heeler Gate, Nottingham  |

RELIEVE
STUDY - STRAIN
with

COMFORTABLE SPECTACLES

from

ROWLEY & CO.
3 0  Wheeler Gate Phone 41971 Nottingham



GUNN & MOORE SPORTS GOODS
THE FINEST OF ALL!

■  CRICKET
■  T E N N IS
■  B A D M IN T O N
■  S Q U A S H
■  HOCKEY

The quality of Gunn& Moore 
Sports Goods has been re
nowned al over the world 
si'ce 385 From the finest 
materials s~d workmanship 
o b t a i n a b l e  — rhey  are  

unexcelled.

■  FO O TBALL

■  B O X IN G

E  NETBALL

g  IN D O O R
GAMES

RE P AI R S
W e speoakze "a due -e- 
kWtaf o f  Cncia: 5aa 
and Hockey Sores it-* 
make) also rtszr.T ^a .g  ce

The wo rk  a arre: son 
In o u r  gair«sare rr
high dass cra-rsrraasr, i ,  
making th e  m  eg . 
•qua! to new tor yTcrca 
purpose* ~i aiar
w ork cars he ca r-  *«  oac 
w ithou t i w r r  cn  i l e s

0 « e a ?  to  t~ «  ■ —i ta d o s  o f su p p lie s  i t  b  im possib le  to  
i n e  w e*  =acai<$.e*. Sesvc y o u r er>qu<ries fo r  n ew  equ ip - 
rrerre l t :  ; x a r o ' .  wi. b e  s e n t  w ith o u t  ob lig a tio n .

PERM ITS -  S Q  U IR E D  W IT H  O R D E R S F O R  P R IO R IT Y  
S P O R T S  G O O D S .

Gunn & Moore l™
49 CARRINGTON STREET, NOTTINGHAM
Tê ec—oc-e ~j~ -  ~eiegrams: Autograph, Nottingham.”

FREDERICK HARRINGTON
DRAPER, FURNISHER
SPECIALIST IN  SCHOOL HOSPITAL 

AND INSTITUTION REQUIREMENTS

MAKERS OF
Blinds, Curtains,, Pelmets, Loose 
Covers, Stage Curtains, etc., e tc

6 & 8 Broad Marsh, Nottingham
Telephone: 45045 (2 lines)



Middle Temvle Hall.

7b G lo ry /!rad ition
MANY YEARS OF SERVICE have gone to the 

creation of Marsden’s goodwill. Service in peace
time; service in war. Always a consistent desire to 
develop an increasingly efficient organisation for 
the distribution of good, nourishing, wholesome 
food.

Such a tradition has been well worth working 
for. It has proved a tower of strength in these 
anxious days. And the benefits are yours . J

J.D.MAKSDEN I ?
GROCERS FOR "THE QUALITY”

J .  C L O U G H  *  SON 

P R IN T E R S  . N O TTIN G H A M


