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EDITORIAL
The period that has elapsed since the publication of the last 

‘ Centaur ’ has witnessed the most surprising event in political history 
since the term ‘ political history ’ ceased to be a record of the whims 
and passions of monarchs. On July 27th every newspaper in the 
country shrieked the news that the British public, exercising one of 
the rights for which our armed forces have laid down their lives during 
the last six years, had thrown out of office a government which no 
longer gave them satisfaction. The news came that ten years of 
Conservative rule were to be succeeded by the first full-scale adminis
tration of the Labour Party in English history. Great Britain swung 
Left with a vengeance, in so doing following the tendency which has 
swept over Europe in the past year or so. Few indeed are the countries 
in which there remains an adequate party upholding what is described 
as the American way of life — a ‘ modus vivendi’ embodying and 
countenancing the existence of private enterprise and unrestricted 
competition. Many people now realise that it would court disaster 
to attempt to return to such conditions here ; and the discovery of the 
atomic bomb has made them more ready than ever before to abjure 
the national rivalries so prevalent before 1939 and to co-operate more 
closely with other nations. As we consider the economic bankruptcy 
of the world today we cannot deny that internationalism and some 
variety of Socialism are imperative if our civilisation is to survive the 
discovery of this terrible means of self-destruction.

And so on the face of things unity may seem to be waiting on our 
doorstep for us to accept it as a member of the human family, but it is 
not going to be easy to usher in and establish an era of Internationalism 
so soon after a century and a half of violent Nationalism: and it is 
our bounden duty to see that this country does not slip back into that 
attitude of apathy which held sway between the two wars.

Those still at school, who are as yet inexperienced in the petty 
quarrels which often take place in the political sphere and who, on 
that account, can justly be expected to hold idealistic hopes for the 
future, should then strive that more nearly shall the kingdoms of earth 
approximate to a kingdom of Heaven on earth.

H.K.C.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS, 1945-46
School Captain : 
Vice-Captain : 
Full Prefects :

Sub.-Prefecls :

House Captains :

Captain of Rugby 
Football: 

Vice-Captain : 
Captain of

Swimming :
Vice-Captain :

J. K. Guilor.
A. I. Beeston.
VV. L. Bircumshaw, H. K. Cliff, G. Garton, 
R. Selby, T. W. Silkstone.
T. C. Butler, J. Chamberlain, C. P. Conduit, 
M. M. Foster, G. A. Gore, J. E. Grainger, J. K. 
Haywood, J. A. Hicks, T. Holloway, K. J. 
Howard, D. H. Pearce, G. Richards, A. Wheatley, 
G. E. Wilford, C. Wyld.
Blue H ouse : A. I. Beeston.
G reen H ouse : T. W. Silkstone.
Red H ouse : J. K. Guilor.
Yellow H ouse : C. Wyld.

J. K. Guilor.
W. L. Bircumshaw.

J. K. Haywood. r̂
B. C. Kinston.

SCHOOL NOTES
The School Year, 1945-6, began on September 11th, with 533 boys, 

including 104 new boys.
With the end of hostilities has come the return of some masters 

from the Services. Mr. S. Knox returned in October after two and
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a half years in India as O.C. Leave Hostels for Air Crew in South-East 
Asia Air Command.

Mr. W. A. Stevenson, who left early in 1940, has been in the Signals 
and Intelligence Corps and seen service in Iceland, N. Africa and 
Italy.

Mr. R. T. Prescott returned to the School on 1st December. He 
was called up into the Sherwood Foresters in October 1940, and re
turned home in September 1945 as Staff Captain R.E. (Mov. and Tr.) 
after four years overseas service in Lebanon, the Western Desert, 
North Africa and Italy.

Masters who left in October 1945 include Mr. H. G. Lebens and 
Mr. F. A. Smith, the former as English Master at Munro College, 
Jamaica and the latter to Cheshunt, Herts, as Headmaster.

At a special assembly on September 28th the Headmaster, Mr. 
G. F. Houston, expressed his warm appreciation of Mr. Smith’s 
services for over fifteen years and he made him a presentation on 
behalf of the School.

It is not possible in the space available to deal adequately with Mr. 
Smith’s contribution to school life ; so many activities, including 
camps, harvest camps, A.T.C., have benefited from his energy and 
leadership ; we have appreciated his craftsmanship as a teacher, his 
drive and his friendly approach to all types of school problems. We 
wish him every success and happiness in his new life.

Two other masters are not resuming teaching: Mr. A. Young has 
a post with the Ministry of Supply and Mr. F. Smith has gone into 
industry.

Mr. N. C. Jones, who has been responsible for Handicraft since 
September 1942, has elected to seek further qualifications in teaching 
and entered Goldsmith’s Training College in October 1945 ; we 
wish him every success.

The return of permanent Staff has meant our saying goodbye to 
Miss M. A. C. Squire and Mrs. D. M. Yeomans who joined us in 
September 1943 and September 1944 respectively ; they will long be 
gratefully remembered.

In Mr. Jones’s place we have Mr. W. R. Scddon, to whom, with 
Mr. J. R. Atkins who has joined the Science Staff, we extend a hearty 
welcome.

We offer congratulations to Miss Birch (now Mrs. Pyne) and Miss 
Rickaby (now Mrs. Yeomans) on their recent marriages, and wish 
them every happiness.
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And congratulations too, though somewhat belated, to Mr. F. W. 
Packer on his gaining the degree of Master of Science of London 
University.

Incidentally, Mr. Packer has been helping those engaged in research 
on atomic energy ; his work has been to design magnets which would 
accelerate the deuterons used to split the atom.

Staff notes would be incomplete without an expression of regard 
and gratitude to Mrs. Ellis and Mrs. Mowatt who have helped us in 
overcoming difficulties caused by the changes of Staff referred to 
above.

On evenings of 17th—21st July, Conduit, Drinkwater and Pearce 
assisted the Nottingham Playgoers Dramatic Society in its outdoor 
presentation of “ Much Ado About Nothing ” in the Castle grounds 
and Woodthorpe Park.

Major Cranfield, whose lecture last year on the Eighth Army we 
still vividly remember, sent two films — of the D-Day landings and 
of the construction of Mulberry Harbour — which the whole school 
enjoyed on 25th July.

Towards the end of last Cricket Season two matches were played 
at Trent Bridge in which boys from our School XI played.

In the first game, played between A Notts. XI and Notts. School
boys, Bircumshaw captained the boys’ side and Guilor also played. 
Guilor scored 28.

In the second, two teams of young players had a Trial game, with 
the Notts. C.C.C. as hosts. Bircumshaw and an Old Boy, P. Harvey, 
played and Bircumshaw scored 25.

A Cricket Match between the Old Boys and School 1st XI was 
played on 26th July; that the School won may partly be due to the 
four substitutes, school boys, the O. B’s had to field. They hope next 
year to get together a more representative team.

Cricket Colours were awarded for the season 1945 to A. Wheatley 
and T. W. Silkstone, and re-awards to W. L. Bircumshaw, W. E. 
Clarke, J. K. Guilor, J. Stacey.

With the re-opening of the Northern Baths, the whole School was 
able to watch the Swimming Sports on July 19th instead of the com
petitors alone being present as they have been at Arnold in past years.

At the beginning of the Autumn Term, boys from the Third and 
Fourth Forms spent several weeks helping Mr. Beeby of Bradmore 
in harvesting his potatoes.
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N. Willdig this year gained the Endowment Prize for the best 
School Certificate ; he obtained four “ Very Goods ” and four 
“ Credits

The School Scout Camp was held this year at Oxford ; an inter
esting account of its activities will be found on later pages.

The 6,000th volume was added to the School Library during the 
Summer Term.

From 18th to 21st September parties of boys and Staff, 486 altogether, 
visited the Odeon Cinema to see the film “ Henry V ”, The enter
prise and the kindness of the Odeon management in allowing schools 
to enjoy at reduced prices this fine rendering of the Shakespearean 
play have earned our sincere gratitude.

The same week, school parties of 54, 60 and 39 enjoyed Shakespeare 
as interpreted by Donald Wolfit and his Company at the Theatre 
Royal — “ King Lear ” on Monday, “ The Merry Wives of Windsor ” 
on Wednesday and “ Twelfth Night ” on Friday. Wolfit we found 
an even greater actor than in the past and the Company shared high 
honours with him, not merely supporting him.

After much valuable work extending over the war years has been 
done by the A.T.C., the Squadron has been disbanded, its usefulness 
having ended. But thanks will ever be felt to those who voluntarily 
expended in its service their time and energy.

Half term holiday in the Autumn Term was 27th to 30th October — 
lengthened by an extra day, part of VE celebrations.

Six members of the Science Sixth under the guidance of Mr. Packer 
spent the weekend exploring the Peak District.

On 28th November the Upper Sixth Form, Science and Engineering, 
visited the Textile Department of the University College in Shakes
peare Street.

The School is particularly grateful to parents and friends who 
contributed so generously to the Prize Fund ; its total is £47 11s. 8d. 
— against £27 3s. 3d. last year.

The School Welfare Fund for the alleviation of distress caused by 
the war to Old Boys and their dependants now has a balance of £82 ; 
of this amount two one-pound notes sent anonymously by registered 
post from East Kirkby in November are here gratefully acknowledged.

Extracts from two letters sent by Old Boys in the Services appear 
in this issue.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, Goodall, Marshall, Morecroft and T. E. Smith and H. K. 
Cliff, J. K. Guilor and A. I. Beeston.
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We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following magazines 
and apologise for possible omissions :—The Gong, The Granthamian, 
Mundella Magazine, Newtonian, Nottinghamian.

VALETE.

VI D. R. Allin, M. A. Ball, J. S. Bradbury, K. Cheale, G. T. Clarke, 
F. Mills, T. M. Milner, H. A. Pashlcy, P. R. H. Riley, W. C. 
Warner, W. E. Clarke, R. A. Marshall, J. W. Stacey, P. J. Bur- 
ridge, R. Hudson, P. Row Ison, R. Heath, D. Housden, C. A. 
Hayhurst, F. Carterton, W. D. Wilson, D. W. Wing.

V D. Alford, H. Barber, R. V. Dearden, N. E. Eaton, C. Hodgkiss, 
A. K. Jackson, K. L. Kipling, G. W. Morley, F. G. Platt, A. E. 
Sanders, A. E. Scott, A. R. Towlson, A. L. Williams, C. M. 
Wilson, R. W. Cressw'ell, L. J. Gooch, D. L. W. Hayes, P. E. 
Hellebaut, D. A. Hill, A. Hubbard, J. Martin, J. I. Mattley, 
W. T. Metcalf, C. D. Newbery, P. J. W. Newsome, I). J. North,
I. O’Sullivan, J. C. Richards, J. A. Rushworth, M. J. Smith,
J. N. Taylor, W. A. Wagg, L. R. F. Wiggins, E. Willmott, H. B. 
Barton, K. Booth, R. Coleman, D. Hallam, R. E. Knight, C. 
Plumb, J. Rosillo, C. P. Stafford, J. C. Sumner.

IV J. C. Barratt, W. E. Goodband, M. J. Buckland, S. C. Foreman, 
D. M. Freeman, A. T . Parr, D. G. Wavte.

III A. C. Collinson, D. F. Southern, B. W. Hamilton, J. M. Smith,
J. D. Culley, B. J. Marette, R. R. Miller.

II R. Harris, P. J. Rex, M. J. Skevington, D. Titterton.
I R. J. Gildersleve, M. P. Rex, M. J. Corless, P. Leahy, M. R. 

Southern, R. A. More.

AVETE.

VI F. M. Elderkin.
IV E. E. Starling.
II N. W. Philipson, D. Foster, B. French.
I M. A. Argyle, W. E. Bellamy, K. C. A. Blasdale, T . L. Butler,

K. N. R. Clarke, J. B. Clements, P. W. Edghill, D. E. Hacking, 
P. F. Hand, J. E. Harrison, J. W. Holt, G. M. Hunt, J. P. 
Jillings, M. E. Kirk, B. R. Latham, A. Lee, B. W. Lewin, E. M. 
Loy, G. Mason, B. S. North, R. C. Pearson, J. D. Prince, L. A. 
Probert, A. D. Robb, G. E. Rodmell, P. Rose, G. Shaw, D. J. 
Smith, D. R. Spiby, C. F. H. Stirland, K. Syson, C. E. Veall, 
P. D. Wheeler, J. W. Whyman, B. J. Wood, I. C. Aldridge,
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J. Si Belt, I. R. Bennett, K. W. Brownhill, E. J. Copley, J. A. 
Crudgington, G. E. Daft, M. Davies, D. Gell, P. R. Godfrey,
R. S. Hulme, B. Juffs, P. Kay, K. Kemp, P. Leahy, R. Lester,
R. A. Lomas, M. F. Ford, D. L. Lynas, R. B. Martin, J. F. M. 
May, J. H. Morley, R. Morley, D. G. Parris, J. E. Peachey,
C. F. Peck, J. W. Perry, K. B. Raley, C. D. Smith, P. A Stott,
S. Swift, M. J. Trowell, J. D. Wheatley, J. W. Wood, W. S. 
Beasley, V. J. Bertolaso, T. V. E. Brooks, J. P. Brown, P. J. 
Chapman, R. A. Dawes, K. F. Dove, A. V. Drew, P. F. Eddyshaw,
D. Edwards, M. Farrand, M. Godfrey, T. Greasley, F. B. 
Griffin, L. J. Griffin, F. L. Hall, D. J. Harper, J. G. Hay, J. C. 
Lewendon, G. J. Mabbott, T . R. Monk, P. M. Morris, T . Mulli
gan, G. Pearce, K. E. Perry, P. R. Preston, R. C. Roddis, P. J. 
Stewart, M. I. Thornton, J. B. Williams, R. Wiltshire, W. G. 
Winfindale, W. Wood.

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, 1945
Higher School Certificates with Inter-Arts Exemption :—

H. K. Cliff, J. K. Guilor, (Distinction in History), T . W. Silkstonc.

Higher School Certificate with Inter-Science Exemption:—
T. M. Milner.

Higher School Certificate with Inter-Engineering Exemption:— 
D. R. Allin, M. A. Ball (Distinctions in Physics and Engineering 
Drawing), K. Cheaie, F. Mills, H. A. Pashley, P. R. H. Riley

Higher School Certificate :—
W. E. Clarke, J. W. Stacey, R. Selby.

General School Certificate with Exemption from London Matri
culation :—

I  *

D. Alford, H. Barber, T . C. Butler, J. Chamberlain, J. Cooper, 
R. V. Dearden, N. E. Eaton, M. M. Foster, J. E. Grainger, J. R. 
Harrison, J. A. Hicks, K. Hodges, C. Hodgkiss, T . Holloway, G. W 
Morley, F. G. Platt, B. W. Richards, G. Richards, J. M. Riley, G. T. 
Robinson, P. Robinson, A. E. Sanders, A. E. Scott, T . J. Smith, A. 
R. Towlson, N. Willdig, A. L. Williams, C. M. Wilson, G. Bonser, 
R. W. Cresswell, J. K. Haywood, K. F. Ireland, J. N. Taylor, D. C. 
Wainwright, L. R. F. Wiggins, E. Willmott, W. D. Wilson, A. C. P. 
Abell, P. J. A. Bertram.
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General School Certificate :—
A. K. Jackson, K. L. Kipling, M. Richardson, P. Bell, B. F. Coup

land, D. L. W. Hayes, C. A. Hayhurst, P. E. Hellebaut, D. A. Hill, 
P. J. W. Newsome, D. J. North, I O’Sullivan, J. C. Richards, J. A. 
Rushworth, W. A. Wagg, W. E. Wragg, K. Booth, R. Coleman, J. B. 
Glendenning, D. Housden, J. H. Perry, C. Plumb, J. D. Seed, P. E. 
Spray, C. P. Stafford, J. C. Sumner, A. P. Taylor, A. O. R. Thompson.

PRIZE LIST, 1945
Forms I. Form Prizes : P. G. Perkins, R. A. Leivers, G. D.

Burrows.
Effort Prizes : A. A. Dalby, M. J. Kirby, M. B.

Jukes, D. Hill, J. F. Hankin.
Art and H andicraft : P. G. Perkins.
P.T. and Games : N. E. Binch.

Forms II. Form Prizes : A. J. Bayley, R. I. Savidge, A. B.
North.

Additional Prizes : J. G. Davey, C. J. Rylatt, K. A.
Rushworth.

Art and H andicraft : J. Scoffield.
P.T. and Games : R. Sims, W. D. Morley.

Forms III Form Prizes : S. F. Barber, J. M. Smith, F. Farn-
worth.

Additional Prizes: J. M. Lee, P. A. Preston, R. II.
Smith, R. Levene.

Art : G. A. Mottershaw.
H andicraft : R. S. Rush.
P.T. and G ames : R. J. N. Dakin.

Forms IV. Form Prizes: J. C. Barratt, H. A. Barker, J. R.
Andrews.

Additional Prizes : F. S. Ottrey, W. J. Argyle, N. C.
Nicholson, R. Hadfield, A. H. Brittain, 
F. E. Moore, R. Whittaker, J. T . B. 
Clay.

Art and H andicraft : W. E. Goodband.
P.T. and G ames : E. G. Lawrancc, K. Hayes. 
Leaming Prize : D. Marshall.
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Forms

Forms

V. Form Prizes : N. Willdig, J. Cooper, J. A. Hicks,
A. R. Towlson, C. Hodgkiss, W. D. 
Wilson, D. L. W. Hayes, J. E. 
Grainger, J. R. Harrison, G. Richards, 
N. E. Eaton, E. Willmott, M. M. Foster. 

P.T. and Games : K. A. Hoskins.
M elliship Service Prize : M. M. Foster.

VI. Form Prizes : G. Garton, C. Wyld, C. P. Conduit,
K. J. Howard, M. A. Ball, F. Mills, 
P. R. H. Riley, H. A. Pashley, J. K. 
Guilor, H. K. Cliff, T . W. Silkstone. 

Service Prizes : J. K. Guilor, M. A. Ball, W. E.
Clarke, D. R. Allin, P. R. H. Riley, 
T. M. Milner, J. W. Stacey.

Wharmby Swimming Prize : F. Casterton.
Chappell Athletics Prize : J. W. Stacey.
H ead Prefect’s Prize : J. K. Guilor.
Balk Cup and Chairman’s Prize : W. L. Bircumshaw. 
House T rophies :

Kayser Cup, Senior Rugby Football (shared): 
Green, Red, Blue Houses. 

Orchard Cup, Junior Rugby Football: Red House. 
Old Boys Cup, Senior Cricket: Red House.
Haines Cup, Junior Cricket: Red House.
Clifton Cup, Senior Athletics : Green House. 
Norman Cup, Junior Athletics: Green House. 
Leaming Cup, Swimming: Red House.
M emorial Cup, Junior House Championship :

Red House. 
Senior House Championship : Red House.
H urt Cup, House Championship : Red House.
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CRICKET
The 1st XI has had another successful season, winning eleven of its 

fifteen matches and losing only one. It would not be unfair to say 
that the credit for this fine record must go in the main to the bowlers, 
for on several occasions in the early part of the season the batting 
collapsed, and it was left to the bowlers to win the match. The fast 
bowlers, Wheatley and Stacey, could usually be relied on to wreak 
havoc among the opposing batsmen ; Stacey in particular consistently 
kept down the scoring, as the high total of his maiden overs well 
illustrates. Silkstone, with his ability to swerve the ball, usually 
brought variety into the attack, and Guilor invariably took wickets 
with his slow spinners. Guilor was the find of the season. His final 
figures show a great improvement on his performance of last year, 
when he tended to be rather erratic in length. This season he sent 
down few bad balls and fully deserves his place at the head of the 
bowling averages. The fastest bowler in the side was undoubtedly 
Lawrance but he tailed off towards the end of the season and, after a 
disastrous over against Alderman Newton’s, was not called upon 
again.

The batting was definitely on a lower level than during last season. 
Then, the two batsmen at the head of the list had averages of nearly 
forty, whereas this season only one batsman passed the twenty mark. 
There have been many fine innings played, (Bircumshaw’s 64 not out 
against Grantham, Guilor's 51 not out against Newark and Clarke’s 
29 against Cranwell) but far too often has the batting tended to collapse 
and cause momentary anxiety to all. Bircumshaw and Clarke, opening 
the innings for the fourth season in succession, participated in one 
three-figure stand and in several others almost equally encouraging: 
they also gave the tetfm a ten-wickets win on one occasion. Guilor, 
who went in Number 3, had varying fortunes during the season. There 
was a time when he reached 87 in two successive innings (both ‘ not
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out ’) hut this was followed by a spell in which five innings produced 
only twelve runs. Of the other batsmen Hoskins deserves mention 
for his two innings of 48 not out and 29 not out respectively, when he 
displayed his tremendous hitting powers.

The fielding remained good throughout, and very few catches were 
dropped. The School XI may in fact boast of its high standard of 
fielding, not forgetting that in Bircumshaw they have a tower of 
strength behind the stumps.

RESULTS (from June 16th.)

16th June v. High Pavement. (Away). Won.
High Pavement 45 (Silkstone 3 for 7, Guilor 3 for 19).
School 65 for 2 (Guilor 36 not out).

The High Pavement batsmen gave the School attack little trouble, 
although the last two added valuable runs in the longest stand of the 
innings. The School’s first wicket fell with only one run on the 
board, but Bircumshaw and Guilor took the score to 40 before the 
former was caught in the slips. After this, Guilor became aggressive 
and scored 10 runs off the last two balls of the match.

20th June v. Newark Magnus. (Away). Won.
School 93 for 7 dec. (Guilor 51 not out).
Newark 41 (Silkstone 6 for 9).

Bircumshaw and Clarke were back in the pavilion before a run had 
been scored, — a striking contrast to their opening stand on this 
ground last season, when they put on 132 in little over half an hour. 
However, Guilor and Stacey took the score to 43 before the fall of the 
next wicket, and Guilor then went on to complete a chanceless half 
century. Throughout the Newark innings, the School bowlers were 
on form and no score higher than seven was made against them.

23rd June v. West Bridgford (Home). Drawn.
School 101 (Lawrance 35 not out).
West Bridgford 44 for 7.

The most remarkable feature of the School innings was a last- 
wicket partnership between Lawrance and Wheatley who took the 
score from 72 to 101. The Bridgford batsmen were obviously deter
mined to force a draw, and refused to go for the runs. No fewer than 
37 overs were bowled at them before stumps were drawn.
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30th June v. West Bridgford. (Away). Drawn.
School 167 for 5 dec. (Hoskins 48 not out, Lawrance 36 not out), 

Clarke 36, Bircumshaw 31).
West Bridgford 32 for 1.

There had been heavy rain shortly before the start of the game, and 
the sky remained overcast throughout the School’s innings. The 
dead wicket gave no help to the Bridgford bowlers, and in the first 
three quarters of an hour Bircumshaw and Clarke scored 63 runs. 
The batsmen immediately following did not fare so well, and the fifth 
wicket fell at 91. A lively partnership of 76 between Hoskins, who 
scored 40 of his runs in boundaries, and Lawrance, enabled the captain 
to make an early declaration. The Bridgford innings was begun in 
drizzling rain, and, after play had been stopped on two occasions, the 
game was finally abandoned as a draw.

7th July v. King’s School, Grantham (Home). Won.
Grantham 93 for 7 dec. (Wheatley 3 /or 9).
School 103 for 3 (Bircumshaw 64 not out).

On a perfect wicket the Grantham batsmen soon began to score 
freely. The third wicket stand of 56 was the largest against the 
School in the whole season. Only an hour remained for the School 
batsmen to knock off the runs, and runs came so slowly that a draw 
seemed inevitable, when Bircumshaw began hitting the bowling all 
round the field. Eight of his last ten scoring shots were boundaries, 
and he made the winning hit only two minutes before stumps were 
due to be drawn.

14th July v. Nottingham High School (Away) Won.
School 80.
Nottingham High School 40 (Guilor 6 for 7).

Bircumshaw and Clarke opened the School innings in so careful a 
manner that their opening stand of 22 lasted three-quarters of an hour. 
Their separation was followed by a minor collapse and the position 
looked serious when the fifth wicket fell at 34. However, Thompson 
and Silkstone managed to keep their wickets intact and, though neither 
made a big score, the tension was slowly eased. The High School 
batsmen began quite confidently against the School fast bowlers, with 
the result that in a short time they had scored 30 runs for the loss of 
three wickets. A close finish seemed in sight, but when Guilor was 
brought on, the innings quickly collapsed. His final figures were the 
best of any of the School bowlers during the whole season.
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18th July v. Alderman Newton’s (Away). Won.

School 105 for 6 dec. (Stacey 30, Bircumshaw 28).
Alderman Newton’s 42 (Stacey 3 for 6, Silkstone 3 for 8).

The School batsmen were soon put at ease by a moderate attack, 
and the score mounted rapidly. The bowlers were also successful 
and the final result was never really in doubt.

21st July v. High Pavement (Home). Won.

High Pavement 19 (Stacey 4 for 4, Guilor 3 for 3).

School 20 for 0.

It soon became obvious that High Pavement were not as strong as 
usual and their innings was soon over.

Bircumshaw and Clarke knocked off the runs in pouring rain.

25th July v. Cranwell (App. Wing). (Away). Lost.

Cranwell 70 (Silkstone 5 for 20).

School 56 (Clarke 29).

The School eleven, compelled to field immediately after a long 
journey, began remarkably well, and after 4 overs the Cranwell score 
stood at 8 for 4. Then there came a stand and the tail end managed 
to raise the score to a reasonable total. The School innings began 
confidently and victory seemed assured until Clarke was dismissed 
with the score at 50. Then the tail collapsed completely, the last 
five wickets falling at the same total.

26th July v. An Old Boys’ XI (Home). Won.

Old Boys XI 53 (Silkstone 5 for 9, Stacey 5 for 28).

School 56 for 3 (Clarke 29 not out, Stacey 20).

Actually only seven of the opposing side were old boys, and in con
sequence the full strength of the past pupils of the School was not 
pitted against the present 1st XI. Stacey and Silkstone took all the 
wickets between them and Stacey and Clarke put the team on the way 
to victory.
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The best averages for the season were :—

BATTING.
Times

Innings not out Runs Highest Score Average
Bircumshaw 15 2 305 64 not out 23.46
Hoskins 12 5 119 48 not out 17.00
Clarke 15 2 216 53 16.67
Lawrance 12 5 110 36 not out 15.71
Guilor 12 2 136 51 not out 13.60
Stacey 14 2 159 30 not out 13.25

BOWLING.
Overs. Maidens. Runs. Wickets. Average.

Guilor 73.1 25 125 34 3.68
Silkstone 74.1 19 122 29 4.21
Stacey 109 39 152 27 5.63
Wheatley 84 23 126 20 6.30

SECOND XI.
High Pavement School spoilt what would otherwise have been an 

undefeated record of the 1945 Second XI ; there were two reasons 
for our defeat by their team — their most accurate bowling did not 
receive the respect it deserved and a prevailing spirit of over-confidence 
betrayed the school team into fatal mistakes.

Also two matches against Wyggeston School were drawn and, in 
fairness to Wyggeston, it must be admitted that the school was in a 
far from favourable position at the end of the second match.

Of the bowlers, the best attacking combination was found in B. F. 
Coupland and A. Wilson who took 28 and 26 wickets respectively 
during the season.

F. G. Platt deserves special mention for his consistent batting: he 
scored 115 runs in the season.

The highest individual score was made by A. Wilson — 48 not out.
Out of a total of 10 matches played, 7 were won, 2 drawn, and 1 was 

lost.
M.M.F.

16th June v. Nottm. High School (Home). Won.
N.II.S. 39 (Wilson 4 for 6).
School 46 for 6.
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20th June v. Newark Magnus (Home) Won.
School 87 for 9 dec. (Spray 23).
N.M. 32 (Wilson 5 for 8).

23rd June v. West Bridgford (Away)
School 87 (Wilson 45 not out).
W.B. 59 (Wilson 3 for 6, Foster 3 for 8.)

30th June v. Wyggeston (Home)
Wyggeston 110 for 4 dec.
School 64 for 7 (Platt 35 not out).

7th July v. King’s School, Grantham (Away). Won.
School 76 (Foster 22).
K.S.G. 55 (Coupland 3 for 6).

14th July v. High Pavement (Away) Lost.
H.P. 66 (Wilson 3 for 16).
School 39 (Coupland 13 not out).

21st July v. Nottm. High School (Away) Won.
School 80 for 7 dec. (Foster 23 not out, Hayes 19 not out). 
N.H.S. 29 (Wilson 5 for 10, Coupland 4 for 16).

COLTS XL

16th June v. Nottm. High School (Away) Lost.
School 44 (Hempstock 29 not out).
N.H.S. 51 for 7.

23rd June v. West Bridgford. (Home). Won.
School 61 (Francis 21, Simms 17 not out).
W.B. 44 (Binch 3 for 9).

30th June v. West Bridgford (Away) Lost.
School 38.
W.B. 49 for 7 (Pickering 4 for 15).

Won.

Drawn.
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14th July v. High Pavement. (Home) Drawn.
H.P. 44 (Roberts 5 for 13).
School 44 (Hempstock 28).

21st July v. Nottm. High School (Home) Won.
N.H.S. 25 (Pickering 8 for 9).
School 37 for 9 (Henshaw)

UNDER
18th July v. Alderman Newton’s

School 76 for 4 dec. (Cornell 38,
A.N. 29 (Cornell 3 for 6).

HOUSE MATCHES.
SENIOR.

1st Round. 1. Blue v. G reen.
Green 44 (Bircumshaw 5 for 5).
Blue 45 for 3 wkts. (Bircumshaw 26 not out).

Blue won by 7 wickets.

2. Red v. Yellow.
Yellow 44 (Butler 24, Guilor 4 for 12).
Red 46 for 8 wkts. (Cornell 17 not out), Stacey 

4 for 15).
Red won by 2 wickets.

Final. Red v. Blue.
Red 124 (Cliff 40).
Blue 39 (Cornell 3 for 9).

Red won by 85 runs.

JUNIOR.
1st Round. 1. Red v. Y ellow .

Red 41 (Hempstock 13, Hill 7 for 19).
Yellow 40 (Morley 19, Bonser 2 for 1).

Red won by 1 run.

15.
(Home) Won.

Young 20 not out).
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2. Bi.uk v. G reen.
Blue 22 (Binch 6 for 8.)
Green 23 for 7 (Pickering 6 for 13). 

Green won by 3 wickets.

Final. Red v. Green.
Red 28 (Hempstock 14, Binch 6 for 13). 
Green 24 (Famworth 14, Young 6 for 8). 

Red won by 4 runs.

SWIMMING
The usual number of swimming periods on the Time Table has 

been increased since the re-opening of the Northern Baths with the 
result that many Swimming Certificates have been gained. Next 
year Life-Saving tuition will form part of the syllabus, and we hope 
many Life Saving Certificates will be awarded. We can now look 
forward confidently to the time when every boy will feel at home in 
the water.

The School entered a team for the Notts. Championship (giving 
two years) but just failed to win ; however Kinston won the Open 
100 yards County Championship.

The year’s work culminated in the Sports held on 17th July at the 
Northern Baths, a most successful meeting. Special praise must be 
given to Red House for retaining the championship but only after a 
hard fight ; their captain (and School Swimming Captain) Casterton, 
won the Open Championship. Kinston of Blue House was second, 
helped to this position by a splendid display of diving which easily 
gained him first place. Among the juniors Parsons was prominent 
and promises well for the future.

At the end of the meeting the School Welfare Fund benefited from 
pennies thrown into the bath and recovered by competitors.

Results.

One Length Free Style.
J unior : Parsons (G), Brown (R), Mason (R).
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Two Lengths Free Style.
M iddle : Etches (B), Hufton (R), Marette (Y).
Senior : Casterton (R), Kinston (B), Alford (B).

Breast Stroke.
Junior : (1 length) Parsons (G), Mason (R), Stonelake (Y).
M iddle : (2 lengths) Etches (B), Simms (G), Humphrey (R),

Hill (Y).
Senior : (2 lengths) Foreman (G), Becston (B), Coupland (Y).

Back Stroke.
J unior : (1 length) Parsons (G), Stonelake (Y).
Middle : (2 lengths) Casterton (R), Etches (B), Morlotv (B).
Senior : (2 lengths) Clay (G), Willars (Y), Foreman (G).

Diving.
Junior : Mason (R), Brown (R), Sale (Y).
M iddle: Taylor (R), Simms (G), Casterton (R).
Senior : Kinston (B), Coupland (Y), Casterton (R).

Plunge.
M iddle : Hufton (R), Humphrey (R), Hart (B).
Senior : Chamberlain (Y), Robinson (Y), Baxter (Y).

Four Lengths Open Championship.
Casterton (R), Kinston (B), Alford (B).

Relay.
Junior : 1. Red. 2. Green. 3. Yellow.
M iddle: 1. Yellow. 2. Blue. 3. Red.
Sen io r : 1. Blue. 2. Yellow. 3. Green.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1945
This season has seen Rugby Football of a much higher standard 

than that of previous seasons. There is plenty of talent available, and 
it has been very heartening to see a marked enthusiasm which has 
been communicated by the 1st XV to the rest of the school.

The forwards are a very sound pack, and bigger thain the average 
Mellish pack; they have acquitted themselves well in the majority of 
matches. The standard of dribbling is high, the heeling from loose 
and set scrums is consistent, and the backs have had their share of the 
ball from the lineouts. Perhaps the main weakness of the forwards 
is that they do not pack tightly enough. Hoskins has been outstanding 
as an opportunist ; he has scored at least half of the School’s points 
by taking advantage of opponent’s mistakes) and by his kicking. 
Beeston has done well in the lineouts and loose scrums and has led 
the pack well.

The backs are all fast ; potentially they are the best line the school 
has had for some time but poor passing, weak handling and lack of 
intelligent co-operation have lessened their power of penetration ; 
consequently, they have done well only on occasions. With practice 
and confidence they will be very hard to stop. Bircumshaw, at right 
centre, has beaten many opponents by using his “ dummy ” ; Grainger 
has shown a very fine turn of speed ; Thompson and Nequest have 
both improved considerably.

The school tackling has been of a consistently high standard ; it 
would be unfair to single out particular persons, for all the backs have 
tackled well. Kicking has also been very good.

The scores, though they are fair, have been slightly disappointing, 
but we have been able to field a full team only twice. However, with
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the practice essential for confidence in handling and passing, with the 
enthusiastic spirit shown in most matches prevailing in all matches, 
this season should be even better than those of the past.

J.K.G.

29th Sept. v. King’s School, Grantham. (Away). Lost 0—17.
This match was lost through lack of practice. Neither the three- 

quarters nor the forwards had played much together before the match 
but at half-time, after playing uphill, the School had only yielded 
six points. Hopes of victory were shattered by the collapse of the 
pack in the second half.

13th Oct. v. West Bridgford (Home) Won 36—15.
Promise was shown by the forwards, (who did well until one had to 

leave the field) and by the three-quarters who completed several good 
movements. Grainger’s try was particularly fine ; the ball was 
passed along the School three-quarter line and Grainger left the 
Bridgford backs standing with a terrific burst of speed. Considerable 
enthusiasm was shown throughout the match, and the Bridgford 
backs were tackled with vim.

17th Oct. v. Newark Magnus (Away) Lost 17—27.
Both the forwards and the backs were disorganised through unavoid

able absences. The forwards, after being re-organised, improved 
greatly in the second half, but the backs made little use of their oppor
tunities. Several combinations were tried but with little success. 
Hoskins 'scored all seventeen of the School’s points.

24th Oct. v. University College 2nd XV. (Home). Lost 6—8.
The School was very unfortunate to lose. Open rugby was made 

almost impossible by heavy rain and the College pack, which was 
much heavier than ours, gave our forwards a hard time. The three- 
quarters never worked well together ; handling and passing were 
weak.

3rd Nov. v. High Pavement (Home) Drawn 6—6.
The School was able to field its first full team, and it proved to be a 

very close match. The forwards heeled well, and beat Pavement in 
the lineouts. There were several promising three-quarter movements, 
and at half-time the School was winning by three points to nil. In the 
second half Pavement made it a forward game ; in this way they 
gained the upper hand and scored six points. But a few minutes
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from the end the Mellish forwards heeled and Nequest scored from a 
grand three-quarter movement. In the last minute Hoskins’s kick 
hit the upright, and we had to be content with a draw.

10th Nov. v. Alderman Newton’s (Home). Won 17—13.
Again a full team was available but it did not fulfil expectations. 

After scoring eight points through clean three-quarter movements, 
Bircumshaw scoring a lovely try after cutting through the opposing 
defence by means of his “ dummy ”, the School did not make full use 
of its opportunities. The score should have been much higher.

21st Nov. v. Cranwell Apps. 2nd XV. (Home) Won 6—0.
This proved a hard match. The forwards did well in the lineouts, 

though they packed too loosely in the scrums. The three-quarters 
were the main weakness ; passing was very weak and poor handling 
spoiled many promising movements. The school tackling was, on 
the whole, quite vigorous.

1st Dec, v. Beeston Tigers (Home) Won 28—8.
The score shows that we were not frightened by our opponents’ 

name ! The backs had good service from the lineouts and the scrums. 
In the first half passing, especially from the scrum, was weak ; there 
were no good movements. Hoskins, however, kicked two very fine 
penalty goals. In the second half the backs suddenly realized that 
they could be dangerous and both Nequest and Grainger scored fine 
tries. Bircumshaw scored an excellent try by intercepting an oppo
nent’s pass and outpacing the Tigers in a dash over three-quarters of 
the field.

8th Dec. v. Nottm. High School (Home). Drawn 6—6.
The result was most disappointing. Our pack was completely 

outclassed by the heavier and speedier High School forwards, and our 
three-quarters failed to make the best use of what opportunities they 
had, and yet they were superior to their opposing numbers. In spite 
of the scrappiness the game was quite enjoyable. Hoskins converted 
two penalty kicks.

SECOND XV.

At the beginning of this half of the season the Second XV was 
dogged by illnesses and injuries as well as constant demands from the 
First XV. All the members were somewhat shaky at first and the 
forwards for a long time.
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Towards the end of the term, however, the side began to play as a 
team and they have now won 5 games out of 8.

Sept. 29th v. King’s School, Grantham (Home) Won 9—6.
Although this was the first game of the season the team played 

together for a well-deserved win.

Oct. 6th v. Newark Magnus. (Home) Won 11—7.
This was a very fast game at first but both sides were tired in the 

second half and the game became a disorderly scramble.

Oct. 13th v. West Bridgford G.S. (Away). Lost 3—14.
The School team was continuously on the defence and was very 

slow to take advantage of any openings.

Oct. 17th v. High Pavement. (Home) Lost 3—34.
Owing to the absence of seven regular players, the weakened team 

was over-run and the backs were thrown on the defensive.

Nov. 3rd v. High Pavement (Home). Won 9—6.
An all-round improvement was evident and the team played together 

well.

Nov. 24th v. Humphry Perkins School. (Away) Won 26—0.
Although handicapped again by illness, the forwards dominated 

the game, scoring most of the points, while the three-quarters soon 
learned that individual rushes are no good.

Nov. 28th v. Southwell G.S. (Home) Won 32—0.
\  really good game. The forwards heeled much better and the 

three-quarters passed out quite well, although their handling could 
have been better.

Dec. 8th v. High School. (Away) Lost 6—4.
This was a good, fast game which might have been turned to good 

account if we had not had two players short.
B.F.C.
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COLTS RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1945. 

(Under 14.)

Sept. 29th v. King’s School, Grantham Colts.
Away. Won 9 pts. to 3.

Oct. 6th v. Magnus School Colts.
Home. Lost 14 pts. to 6.

Oct. 13th v. West Bridgford G.S. Colts.
Home. Won 21 pts. to 0.

Oct. 20th v King’s School, Grantham Colts.
Home. Lost 12 pts. to 3.

Nov. 10th v. High Pavement Colts.
Home. Won 17 pts. to 0.

Dec. 1st v. High Pavement Colts.
Home. Lost 8 pts. to 0.

Dec. 8th v. Nottingham High School (Under 15).
Away. Lost 31 pts. to 0.

AIR TRAINING CORPS
After considerable deliberation, it was decided to disband the 

School Squadron of the Air Training Corps. The final parade was 
held on Sunday, 24th June,

639 Squadron had always considered its essential function to be 
the training of young men eager to join the Royal Air Force, or Fleet 
Air Arm. Since, however. Cadets had for many months found it 
extremely difficult, not to say impossible, to gain entry into the R.A.F. 
— irrespective of their keenness and efficiency — it was felt that the 
Squadron had served its purpose.

During the four and a half years of its existence, it can truthfully 
be said that the Squadron achieved a full measure of success, one 
illustration of which is seen in the 88 Proficiency Certificates gained 
by its Cadets. Our thanks are due to all Officers, Civilian Instructors, 
N.C.O’s and Cadets, who sacrificed so much of their time and energy 
in the interests of the Squadron.

Our best wishes go out to all former Cadets who are now serving 
in the Forces, both at home and overseas.



Twenty-six THE CENTAUR

THE SCOUT TROOP
The end of the summer scout camp always brings a certain sadness 

in its wake for not only is it the end of a grand holiday but it is the 
annual break up of the troop.

This summer we said farewell to J. C. Richards — always called 
“ Jesse”. He joined us in October 1940 and was our expert in 
pioneering, forestry, and ornithology. He had been P/L. both of 
the Kingfishers and of the Ravens. He was a grand camper and 
always worked with enthusiasm. D. Newbery, or * Don ’, who joined 
us in September 1941 has left the school and entered a Bank (legiti
mately !). He was one of our most popular * Youths ’ and the he-man 
of the troop. Under his leadership the Ravens deservedly won the 
Shield in 1944. His smiling face (under his trilby !) and general 
cheerfulness will be missed — particularly when we next get under 
canvas. Although W. Wilson the P/L of the Kingfishers (complete 
with his badge-spangled shirt) was only with us for a year, we soon 
realised what a good scout and camper he was. His jokes, quips and 
back-chat duels with the S.M. were features of this year’s camp. 
B. J. Marette, our would-be bugler, has joined the N avy; he 
was another jovial member of the troop — with a penchant for 
getting into scrapes. J. M. Smith, M. J. Corless and R. J. Gilder- 
sleeve who have left the district for their pre-war homes were making 
good progress in the troop. The former has joined his school scout 
troop in Leeds and has already written us twice. To them all we 
extend our best wishes for their future : we shall always remember 
the grand times we spent together.

The reorganised troop is now constituted as follows :—
Acting A .S.M .: B. F. Coupland.
T roop L eader : D. Wainwright.
Senior Scouts — K ingfisher Patrol :

P/L. P. Spray, Sec. D. Sale, W. J. Carter, K. 
Ireland, P. Fahy, D. A. Stonelake.

Owls Patrol : P/L. G. Bonser, Second D. B. Bond, A. Fox,
R. Hamilton, A. C. Bloyce, P. Usher, M. R. North.

Peewit Patrol : P/L B. S. Baker, Second M. S. Mills, J. G. Sale, 
M. H. Stonelake, M. G. Hart, J. Hankin, D. R. 
Foulds.

P igeon Patrol : P/L G. Cox, Second W. D. Morley, A. J. Marette, 
T . A. Savidge, M. J. Mason,* D. Gell,* J. D. 
Prince.*
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Raven Patrol : P/L D. J. Raley, Second T. H. Measham, J. H.
Newcombe, K. A. Rushworth, A. M. Measham, 
E. P. Swannack, K. B. Raley.*

(* New member, Autumn Term).

During the Autumn Term several evening meetings were held at 
school. Some novel games — denied to us for several years because 
of the blackout — were played and enjoyed. Only one whole-day 
meeting was arranged and this took place at Thrumpton. We picked 
63 lbs. of rose hips and sent them to the Notts. Rural Community 
Council. In addition to the monetary reward, we have received a 
Certificate of Merit from the Ministry of Supply commending our 
“ excellent work.”

A Whist Drive and Dance was held at School on November 10th, 
and proved one of our most successful events socially. We should — 
once again—like to thank Mr. W. E. Coupland and Mr. T. W. Ireland 
for their valuable services. The former acted as M.C. at the Dance — 
a duty he does so well that none of our dances is quite the same without 
him — whilst the latter managed the Whist Drive skilfully and to 
everyone’s satisfaction. We should also like to thank all those who 
gave us prizes and foodstuffs: without this generosity these events 
could not have taken place. The Matron (Mrs. B. Baylis) and her 
staff again made admirable arrangements for feeding the multitude !

The Scout Shield was won for 1944-45 by the Pigeon Patrol (P/L 
W. J. Carter) and the Norman Cup was shared by the Pigeon Patrol 
and the Raven Patrol (P/L J. C. Richards). The cake which was 
awarded by Mr. Kelly to the winners of the cup was shared amicably 
by the winning patrols on the train journey back from camp.

The troop has not taken its scouting very seriously this term. Too 
much time has been given to games and not enough to the more serious 
side of scouting (and the S.M. is as bad as the rest !) A big improve
ment is looked for in 1946.

THE SCOUT CAMP

This year’s summer camp was held once again at Oxford, and was a 
great success despite bad weather during the first few days.

The great adventure began on July 24th at the L.N.E.R. station, 
where the Scouts, in the care of T /L . Coupland, entrained.

Meanwhile, the S.M. and Wainwright were well on their way to 
Oxford by road, and arrived there in good time to meet the train at 
4.45 p.m. The camp site was about three miles out of Oxford, and on 
arrival tents were pitched and a kitchen laid out before the shades of
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night fell and it was time to turn in. But first a chorus of yells was 
heard, and there, crawling up the hill towards us, was Sale, the first of 
the three scouts who had cycled to Oxford ; they had lost their way 
at West Bridgford ! The other two, Spray and Newbery, came soon 
after and then everyone retired to bed and promptly fell asleep, except 
the Seniors who were in a bell-tent — only four yards away from the
S.M.’s tent.

The camp was run as in previous years, each patrol taking turns at 
cooking. Two seniors were detailed to help each day but owing to 
the inexperience of the youngsters, all the seniors helped at first. 
The main duty of the juniors was to fetch water and wood ; the water 
was obtained from a well about 300 yards away and it was no joke 
fetching a bucket of water that distance, until an event took place which 
considerably changed matters — a company of Guides pitched their 
tents in the field in which the well was situated ! ! The obvious thing 
happened — seniors eagerly volunteered to fetch the water.

In spite of daily routine task, no one day was exactly like another, 
special programmes preventing monotony. There was the trip down 
the river in punts when the S.M.’s hair turned grey, so unriverlike was 
the behaviour of the juniors. Then there were numerous minor 
events — rifle competitions, bow-and-arrow competition, sports, 
swimming sports, stalking, pioneering competitions, first aid compe
titions, and, a feature of all our camps, “ Night Ops.”

So the days passed, all too quickly, each bringing its round of fun 
and laughter, until the climax of the camp was reached — the Grand 
Camp Fire, with its flame sometimes over twenty feet high, well 
supplied with fuel from two thirty-feet pine trees we had felled. Each 
Patrol put on a small show for the approval of the civilians who were 
invited. We congratulate the Peewits (P/L Ireland) on winning the 
camp-fire competition.

So the last day in camp passed and in the evening we had our usual 
private camp-fire when the feathers are given out. The S.M. reviewed 
the events, saying that though the camp had been marred by the 
weather, it had been a success and he thanked the seniors for their help 
towards this.

Gradually the shadows lenthened and forty voices joined in singing 
the favourite songs of the camp round the dying embers of the last 
camp fire for 1945.

Morning came and by 8.0 a.m. breakfast was finished, kit packed and 
the camp was slowly breaking up. At 10.0 a.m. the lorry arrived and 
was loaded. The party moved off with the three stooges “ Fellah.” 
“ Sally ” and “ Sprader,” starting for home, as they had come, on 
bicycles.
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We were pleased to have join us at Leicester, a former Mcllish Scout, 
Shaw, who was the first Troop Leader we ever had. Incidentally, he 
was the P/L. of the Pigeons when they won the Shield ; the winners 
for 1945 were the Pigeons under P/L. Carter.

Soon we were at Victoria Station and home. Another great adven
ture had ended.

THE MUSIC SOCIETY
The Music Society has continued to hold its weekly sessions, despite 

the temporary rivalry of another club which began to hold its meetings 
on the same nights, and despite the loss of the services of Miss Rickaby. 
We are at present attempting to re-organise the Society.

Our activities during the past term have been confined almost 
entirely to radiogram recitals in the hall, when, on the whole, the 
rather lighter music of the school collection of records was played. 
This, strangely enough, did not prove to be as popular as the “ heavier ” 
kind.

The remainder of these notes is sheer propaganda 1 The Society 
was formed with the object of creating and satisfying an appetite for 
good music, and to its meetings are invited anyone from Form III 
upwards. The apathy natural to new members, once the novelty of a 
new society has worn off, has now vanished (or its owners have), and 
a nucleus of music-lovers is left, a nucleus anxious to proselytize others.

K.F.I.

THE RABBIT CLUB
On resumption of school after the Summer holidays, members of 

the Rabbit Club were dismayed to learn of the bad luck which had 
attended the stock. In July, we had three litters of young rabbits ; 
in September, only one rabbit remained.

The result is that our hopes of building a strong nucleus for further 
breeding as we had planned, were far from realised. However, there 
may be some small dividend to encourage members to greater efforts 
in the future. We now have four breeding does, and by practical and 
theoretical knowledge, supplied by the older members and by interested 
outsiders, we hope to become proficient enough in the art of rabbit- 
keeping and breeding to provide meat and money for our trouble.

F.K.H.
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HOUSE NOTES
Blue House.

House Captain :
H ouse Vice-Captain : • 
Rugby Captain :
Rugby Vice-Captain : 
Athletics Captain : 
Swimming Captain : 
Swimming Vice-Captain :

A. I. Beeston.
G. A. Gore.
W. L. Bircumshaw. 
J. E. Grainger.
J. K. Haywood.
B. C. Kinston.
J. E. Etches.

May we begin this report by extending a hearty welcome to all our 
new boys, and by reminding them that although at present they are 
not able to play a very active part in the life of the House, its whole 
future depends entirely upon them.

Unfortunately, the year 1944-45 left us without a single cup in our 
possession. In both the senior cricket and swimming championships 
we were defeated by Red House, and our junior cricketers were knocked 
out in the first round. To Red House we offer our warmest congratu
lations upon gaining the Hurt Cup.

Although we did not actually win any cups, we nearly won five of 
them. A little more enterprise and effort would have made them ours. 
Therefore, let every boy determine to give of his very best to make 
Blue House the “ Cock House ” this year.

Our senior rugger team is composed almost entirely of players from 
the school teams, and we have most of our last year’s junior team 
eligible to play. The arrival of the early darkness has made our 
customary junior practices difficult but we have good prospects of 
winning both rugger cups.

The gaining of the Athletics Cup is determined to a great extent by 
the majority of points built up from standards. That is why every 
boy must enter for the full number of events in the sports, and endeavour 
to obtain at least a “ low standard ” in each. You cannot expect the 
teams to win the cup for you unless you play your part.

We now hope to make our House Colours tangible, and to this end a 
small terminal subscription is being accepted from each member.

A Blue House Social has not been held since 1938, but this year we 
are promised one, provided that we win a cup.
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Our popular cricket captain, W. L. Bircumshaw, is again in the news, 
for he captained a Notts. Public Schoolboys’ XI against J. K. Lane’s 
XI during the summer holidays.

In conclusion, may we send our greetings to all old Blues everywhere, 
and assure them that they, and their exploits, are not forgotten.

The following Colours have been awarded :

Swimming. Senior : D. Alford, B. C. Kinston, A. I. 
Beeston.

M iddle : J. E. G. Etches, R. Marlow.

Cricket. Senior : W. L. Bircumshaw, A. Wheatley, 
R. Heath.

J unior : R. A. Pickering.
A.I.B.

G reen House.

Our last House report held forth the hope that perhaps in the year 
1944-45, Green House could create a precedent by winning the most 
coveted of all trophies — the Hurt Cup. By the beginning of the 
Summer Term, with the swimming sports and cricket competitions 
still to go, Green House was tying on points with Reds and Blues 
Despite the efforts of one or two individuals (of whom the juniors 
Parsons and Binch deserve special mention), our teams were not 
sufficiently strong, and their efforts did not come up to expectations. 
We can now only congratulate Red House upon its well-deserved 
victory.

Leaving past misfortunes for future prospects, the outlook seems a 
little more promising. Although very few of our Senior Rugby side 
play for any of the school teams, the Juniors should field a stronger 
team : we shall have to rely on them to give us a send-off on the long 
anc^difficult road to the Hurt Cup.

Concerning the Athletic Sports there is an exhortation often given, 
seldom heeded, which is most important. Before the actual day of 
the sports, everyone must try hard to obtain as many standards as 
possible ; if everyone will cast aside his apathy, enter for the maximum 
number of events, and strive hard for the maximum number of points, 
then Green House, by the co-operation of all its members will win the 
sports regardless of the individual efforts of anyone.

T.W.S.
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Red H ouse.

Members of the Red House have excelled in sporting and scholastic 
achievements, making the year 1944-45 one of tHP best in the history 
of the House.

Both Red cricket teams were triumphant in the contest for the cups. 
The seniors, after a very narrow win of two wickets over Yellows, 
easily beat Blues in the final. The Juniors won two exciting matches ; 
first they beat Yellows in a game in which the victor could never be 
foretold until the last minute, and then defeated Greens by six runs.

Our swimming team was triumphant in the contest for the Wharmby 
Cup ; praise for our success is due expecially to Casterton, the captain 
of our team.

We heartily congratulate H. K. Cliff for his exceptional achievement 
in gaining a County Senior Scholarship. 1 lis example should encourage 
all Reds to higher scholastic successes.

The outstanding performance of Red House during the past year has 
set a standard which present and future Reds should try to equal and, 
in fact, excel. Reds won six cups, including the Hurt and Junior 
Championship trophies, and shared the one for Senior Rugby Football 
with Blues and Greens. Only the cup for Athletic Sports escaped our

Yellow House.

Yellow House’s share in the House Competitions last year was very 
disappointing and the House took bottom place in the final table.

But this position can partly be attributed to bad luck—in Cricket, 
for instance, although both Senior and Junior teams were unsuccessful 
the margin by which they lost was very small.

The Athletics however were the most disappointing ; there was an 
incomprehensible deterioration all round. After being the leading 
House for many years, it was in 1945 at the bottom, with no close 
margin to almost equal Reds (who took third place). The Seniors 
conceded most points and we must now look to the Juniors to restore 
the House to its former position — at the top.

Let the coming Rugger season supply us with the first victories and 
then after the expenditure of hard work by all, we shall have a successful 
year.

C.W.
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SCHOOL VISITS
HALF-TERM IN DERBYSHIRE.

On Saturday, October 27th, Mr. Packer and six members of YrI 
Upper Science and Engineering began a four-day ramble in Derby
shire by travelling to Taddington by bus. After a very swift descent 
down a steep, muddy path, with the cold, swollen waters of the river 
roaring several hundred feet below them, the party ate lunch by the 
roadside near Millersdale. The afternoon was already well advanced 
when they began to move again and after passing on about a mile, two 
comrades found that one had left the other’s gloves behind. Borrowing 
a map these two hastened back and after a nerve-racking encounter 
with a frisky bull, they retrieved the lost gloves. They raced against 
time across moorland paths and when the last light was fading from the 
western sky, they sighted the warm yellow light pouring from the 
windows of Bennetston Hall, and the hardly-discerniblc figures of 
their form-mates waving a welcome.

That night, a pleasant time was spent in some very attractive com
pany.

On Sunday it was foggy and raining. The school party were startled 
by seeing many cyclists fly by at phenomenal speeds ; apparently, a 
road race was on. After eating lunch in an overcrowded tea-shop, 
most of the party went down into the Speedwell Cavern at Castleton, 
and soon after they climbed a high ridge over to Edale. Arriving at 
the hostel, Rowland Cote, long before opening time, three bored boys 
made a tent of oilskins and sat inside sucking peppermints and singing 
merry songs. Rowland Cote they found to be a marvellous hostel, 
and they thoroughly enjoyed their stay there.

Torrential rain the next morning did not deter four stalwarts from 
setting off early. A brief visit to the local hostelry somewhat cheered 
them, and they splashed merrily along paths six or more inches deep 
in running water. One of them wanted to visit a spot on the map 
marked intrigumgly “ Stone Circle.” They climbed Shatton Edge, 
and promptly ran into low cloud and freezing rain. Since it was hope
less to continue (visibility was only a few yards) they found a lower 
path and soon reached the spot on the map. No stone circle was 
visible. Whilst wandering around, our earnest archeologist tripped 
over a large stone, and seeing another near it he went on hopefully, 
only to see another — and another. In a few moments he was back at 
his starting point and hailing the others. The miniature Stonehenge 
was about five yards in diameter, with a two-feet wide hole in the 
middle. When the laughter had subsided, the instigator of the search 
hauled out a camera and snapped the other three. They were dressed
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in a weird collection of gas-capes, gas-leggings, cycle capes, sou’- 
westers, and berets. This photograph has been suppressed by order 
of the author and friends.

The two parties recombined at Learn Hall, thankful to be warm and 
dry.

Tuesday was the last day and during the morning and early afternoon 
they hiked to Bamford. From this little town they came home by bus.

Despite the inclement weather, everyone had an excellent half-term 
holiday, and again thanks are due to Mr. Packer and G. E. Wilford 
for their capable organisation. The Sixth Form holiday hikes are now 
well established, and their continuance is our earnest hope.

G.G. (VI U. Sc.).

HENRY V.

Upon the note of a bugle the long, multi-coloured line of horses and 
men commenced a stately advance. Lances were levelled and visors 
rattled down, huge shields bearing the emblems of the noblest of 
French Houses rose before the ridiculously heavily armoured bodies. 
The advance increased from a walk to a trot, then a gallop, the whole 
line gathering speed as it breasted the rise, with the gay pennants and 
gleaming metal mirrored for an instant in calm pools of water before 
the flashing hooves broke the glassy surface. One’s pulse quickened 
with the tempo of the apparently irresistible onrush.

A line of archers — a “ thin red line ” indeed ! — stood tense, the 
goose-feathered shafts straining to be loosed. Then, a metallic clang 
as the English king struck with his sword and immediately, with an 
indescribable sound, foreign to modern ears, the cloth-yard arrows 
whined through the crisp morning air and fell upon the pride of France 
— that mass of men and metal and mount, a bare one hundred paces 
away. Horses screamed, reared back, men choked, spat blood and 
slid groaning to the wet ground as the missiles ground through plate 
and mail to the soft flesh beneath. One moment there was an army, 
the next a turmoil of living and dead, the former hastening away from 
the dreadful carnage pursued by flight after flight of well-aimed arrows.

Thus runs the most dramatic moment of the new Laurence Olivier 
film “ Henry V,” an admirably produced and executed screen version 
of the Shakespearean play of that title.

The change-over from Elizabethan stage to modem film was a stroke 
of genius and so well done that one still has the impression of having 
seen a real play. If one may express a somewhat unworthy thought 
about this production, it is that the film appears to have been made
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primarily to show the Battle of Agincourt — which finds no place in 
the original play ; however, I, for one, would not like it omitted.

Laurence Olivier in the title-rdle gave a superlative performance, and 
Ren6e Asherson, as Catherine, should be condemned for breaking so 
many schoolboy hearts. Her love-making with Olivier was so “ un
acted ” and delightful to behold. Together, these two make a superb 
combination.

The first scene, revolving around the fooling of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and his henchman was, in my opinion, decidedly funnier 
than the intentionally comic scenes between the Irish .Welsh and 
Scots captains — the only adverse criticisms that I can offer about the 
acting.

The historically correct ddcor and faithfully Shakespearean scenario 
emphasised the sensation of watching a play, but the recording at 
times was not good, Olivier’s louder tones being reproduced metallically.

But one does not cavil at so excellent a presentation of Shakespeare 
in this new, and to modern youth, more palatable form. Let’s have 
more — but from English studios ; Hollywood just wouldn’t under
stand.

G.G. (VI U. Sci.)

THE VISIT TO U.C.N. TEXTILE BRANCH.
On the morning of November 28th, the Sixth Upper Science Form 

was conducted round the textile branch of University College in 
Shakespeare Street, much of it still in a process of restoration after the 
raids.

After being affably greeted by Professor Davis, we began the inspec
tion. The first machine operation in the manufacture of yam is the 
carding machine ; in this the raw wool is torn and combed into parallel 
fibres, and then transferred to the next machines where the fibres are 
drawn and twisted until they ultimately become yam.

In the next department we saw a'replica (it looked like the original) 
of the Reverend Lee’s weaving machine, with which he made a pair of 
silk hose for Queen Elizabeth. Considering it was made four cen
turies ago, the machine was amazingly complicated.

There were also various types of hand-looms. Perhaps the most 
interesting and intricate of the machines on the lower floor were the 
Jacquard circular knitting machines. The design of the fabric they 
produce can be altered in two ways ; on the first type it is determined 
by a stout sheet of paper punctured with holes — almost like a pianola 
music sheet ; on the second type the design is made by the position of 
projecting studs set in several blocks ; these lift or lower the cams —
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and hence the needles — that pass over them. There were many more 
machines, for instance a more elementary one on which a young lady 
was making a cardigan, and one which could cut the supply of one 
yarn, fasten it with a knot to a different coloured one, and continue to 
knit in the new colour.

Our last few minutes were spent in the chemistry laboratory — an 
anti-climax to the outing, for it was a dark, uninteresting place, with 
apparently only a few odd bottles of dyes and water baths.

But the visit had been extremely valuable, as providing more evi
dence of the practical uses to which science can be put, and it adds 
one more career to the number under consideration for our futures.

We are very grateful to those who made the outing possible.
A.I.B. (VI U. Sc.)

THE BIG (M)END.
%

One day whilst nipping warily past the spitting furnace in the metal
work shop, we caught sight of a head — a cylinder head — in a dark, 
damp corner where only mushrooms, we should have thought, would 
be found.

At once work of dismantling began and soon sounds of industry 
reverberated hollowly through the workshops, and slowly but surely 
the engine disintegrated before our eyes and spanners.

Soon the M.C.E.D.S. (Motor Cycle Engine Demolition Squad) 
were sitting among the ruins gazing in awe at the many bits and pieces 
which go together (they certainly came apart 1) to form a B.S.A., 
three-speed, internal combustion, 500 c.c., four-stroke, air-cooled, 
side-valve motor-cycle engine.

With the help of a length of string and the remaining engineer — the 
others having given it up as a bad job — Mr. Morecroft (who desires 
to remain anonymous) finally, after much tearing of knuckles, hair and 
dungarees, managed to put together the aforesaid bits and pieces.

The great moment had arrived, but there was no petrol. Were we 
dismayed ? Not while there was half a bottle of pure paraffin available 1 
After half-an-hour’s strenuous effort (together with three-pennyworth 
of lighter fuel) there was a loud report, a dense cloud of black smoke, 
and the engine started. It whirred, popped and banged for close on 
ten minutes. “ Running the engine,” has now superseded all other 
dinner-hour attractions.

We are now open to receive offers for the above-mentioned going 
concern — highest offer to date, 3/3Jd.

(VI L. Eng.)
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EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY LETTER.

On July 25th, 1944, I left one of my greatest friends — my school — 
the friend who for eight years liad played so great a part in the shaping 
of my life and character. I confessed quite honestly to a feeling of 
sadness — yet sadness mingled with pride.

I was to go on to a University but not in a pre-war way — as a 
University Naval Student. My feelings on this point were mixed — 
how would I be received ? No doubt, I thought, with suspicion and 
even a touch of resentment ; yet perhaps my university life would be 
different from that of the normal student's. But I was quickly put 
at ease and welcomed as a full member of the university.
My first introduction to its inner workings came with the matricu
lation proceedings. Filling in form after form to become with a stroke 
of a pen a member of the Students' Union, the Athletic Association, 
and the University, and endeavouring not to be confused by the count
less little membership cards which were pushed at me.

Gradually the differences between School and University impressed 
themselves upon me. The apparent lack of discipline, the freedom 
and the realisation that from now on I was on my own.

University working hours, I learned, are not very strenuous — that 
is in hours spent at the university itself. It is a good feeling to begin 
at ten o’clock and know that in two hours’ time lectures are finished for 
the day. Moreover, if one feels inclined to disagree with the lecturer, 
one’s intentions can easily be made clear by the stamping of feet on the 
wooden floor. Such an action is invariably greeted with sarcasm from 
the lecturer, but students are not so easily abashed, and a further dose 
of this peculiar medicine is meted out.

The naval side of my career took up a large part of my time, in fact 
every afternoon. In the ship (so called) where each time we entered 
we saluted the quarter-deck, we were schooled in the noble arts of 
seamanship and navigation by two worthy old seadogs. Yet, however 
important it was to do well on the Naval side, it was emphasised time 
and again that failure on the academic side would be looked upon with 
extreme disfavour. Therefore, hard work (which was never my 
strong point) had to be done in the evenings. However, suffice it to 
say I did enough — and, as work is perhaps the least interesting side 
of college life — there I leave it !

On to the Students’ Union — the place where the many and varied 
tastes of the learned are satisfied, where meetings were addressed by 
famous politicians of our day, more than one of whom were hooted at 
by the derisive scorn of the wild and woolly socialistic student, and yet 
I think some grain of wisdom was picked up.
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Here, throughout the long hours of the day and night, many students 
whose brief cases might be found under a heap of jackets, endeavoured 
to support the statement that “ to be a good billiards player is a sign of 
a mis-spent youth.”

Here, too, to the haunting strains of a six-piece band the under
graduates glided around the floor with sinewy movement or in some 
isolated balcony comer whispered sweet nothings into the ears of a 
fair one.

Societies and Clubs played a large part in the life of the average 
student — the livelier bloods energetically proclaimed the whys and 
wherefores of the countless modem “ isms,” whilst the more sober 
preferred to work off their spleen in the more invigorating way 
of sport.

The term ended (as it always ends) in a blaze of glory on Mad Friday 
— the day when no student is capable of accepting responsibility for 
his actions: when even cars are in danger of being damaged and the 
public at large abandons the precincts of the University, knowing full 
well that nothing they can do will be of any avail. All night long there 
is a sound of revelry, and in the morning after a hearty breakfast at the 
Union, the tired but happy student wends his weary way on vacation.

Wild and irresponsible though these times may be (or seem) who 
in his right mind would miss them ? no one, for they are a most desir
able part of any man’s life.

I. E. DRING (“Wavy Navy”)

OLD BOY’S LETTERS
(a) From H.M.S. Cleopatra, Singapore.

We have been anchored off Singapore since September 4th, the 
first major war vessel to pass through the very-much-mined Malacca 
Straits for nearly four years. For twenty-four hours after our arrival 
we remained alone in the anchorage, all the time expecting suicide 
swimmers, boats and any other weapons that a super-fanatical Nip 
might have been expected to use. All went well and the next day the 
invasion forces arrived to occupy the town. Everything was done as 
if it were an invasion and not an occupation, as it was felt that anything 
might happen. We had a tumultous welcome from the inhabitants 
(mainly Malay and Chinese) and also, of course, from the allied prisoners 
of war who have suffered terribly for four years — the Bishop of Singa
pore was put into a cell four feet by two feet by two feet and kept 
there for just over nine months, that is until a couple of weeks before 
we took over. He is reasonably straight now, but until a few days ago 
was unable to straighten his body.
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This morning Lord Louis Mountbatten took the surrender with 
what was called “ the utmost ceremony.” We left the ship at 7 a.m. 
and arrived in the town about 8 a.m. so as to get a good place.

All the service commanders in S.E.A.C. were present and it is quite 
the most impressive thing I ever saw. The Supremo arrived dead on 
time, and as he drove down in an open car surrounded by military 
police, the civilian population gave him a tremendous welcome, and as 
he stepped out of the car the massed hands played “ Rule Britannia.” 
The whole party then came up the steps on which 1 was standing and 
entered the building. To the cat-calls of the civilian population and 
the cheers of a crowd of J ap prisoners who were being forced to witness 
the ceremony, the cars carrying the Japanese generals and admirals were 
stopped two hundred yards away and protected by Indian troops. 
The Nips were marched in single hie up the road and into the building. 
They looked very frightened and far from members of a divine race, 
as the howling mob strove to break the cordon of Royal Marines in 
order to get at them. Fifteen minutes later the Japs came out and were 
escorted back to their cars ; they were followed shortly by Lord Louis 
and his crowd. The Supremo, who was no more than six feet away 
from me, then announced to the crowd that he had just received the 
surrender, and made a general speech on the situation. At the end he 
told us of a Union Jack which an officer had secreted in prison for four 
years at a huge risk, and said that the officer had asked that the flag 
should be hoisted in Singapore today. This was done, and all the 
national anthems of the allies were played (very painful to the right 
arm after the first four).

H. J. FARRAND (1937-41).

(b) From The Middle East.
No matter in what country of the world I have set foot, whether it be 

North Africa, Italy, Palestine, Egypt, Syria, or the Lebanon, my valued 
copy of “ The Centaur ” has eventually reached me safely, and through 
it contact with the “ Henry Mellish ” has been resumed.

My last contribution to the Magazine was over three years ago — 
after I had left school to take an appointment (together with school 
friend and office colleague, Jack Heath) with the Editorial Staff of 
the Nottingham Journal.

I would like to write and tell you about some of my many adventures 
since I joined up, difficult though it is to choose a particular one.

There was a thousand-mile cattle-truck journey across Algeria one 
Christmas ; there was a serene and lovely Sunday morning sea trip 
round Sicily to Italy, with a wondering feeling as to the why and where-
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fore of all this business called war. Afterwards came the grandeur of 
visits to Naples, Pompeii and Vesuvius ; later the good fortune of 
eight weeks rest and convalescence in beautiful Rome ; and afterwards 
a return to the war in the cold, wet mountains, relieved this time by 
occasional spells of leave in the fair city of Florence. After Italy, I was 
drafted to Palestine where I was able to trace the journey of Our Lord 
in Bethlehem, Nazareth, Galilee and Jerusalem, Tyre and Sidon, 
where I spent a month on the pine-clad slopes of Mount Carmel.

While in Palestine, duty took me on one occasion to Alexandria (via 
the Sinai desert and the Suez Canal), and recently to Syria and the 
Lebanon — including lovely Damascus, healthy Tripoli and stifling 
Aleppo. A leave at this time was spent at Beirut near the snow- 
fringed mountains on one side and loveliest of bays on the other.

But, in spite of the beauty and wonders of the East, my heart aches 
to be at home in England, which in comparison seems so peaceful and 
yet so glorious.

D. M. C unnington (1936-40).

TEN YEARS AGO
(Extracts from “ The Centaur ” Vol. 5, No. 10.)

At the end of last term, Mr. Balk, our headmaster, left us to take up 
an appointment at Hackney Downs School. In his place we have 
Mr. Houston, under whose command and leadership, we arc convinced, 
all that is best in the School will be fostered.

Mr. Gill also left us to become a headmaster at Middlesborough, 
and we lost the services of Mr. Boyden and Mr. Harmer. Mr. Haines, 
Mr. Roberson and Mr. Gayton arc the new masters.

H enry M ellish in  Brittany.
French wine was not popular. One night at dinner, two boys 

shared a bottle of Vichy water instead. Too late the two members 
learned that Vichy water taken in large quantities has the same effect 
as castor oil.

T he E lection, 1935.
The Liberal Party dropped out through a decided lack of support.

For us, this year has seen the introduction of many new activities. 
So far as possible, every boy is allowed to support those clubs or soci
eties which most appeal to him. The Summer Term 1936 has seen 
the beginning of the Scout Troop.
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The extension of the handicraft room is now almost in full working 
order.

Camp impressions heard at Horner.
"W hat have you lost, Freddie?” — “ Eggleston!”
“ Come out of the floppin’ kitchen ! ”
“ Yes, certainly, sonny, go and help yourself from the store-tent ! ”

On Wednesday, 25th March, the Mellish Players made their debut, 
before a large and appreciative audience, in a scene from “ Twelfth 
Night,” “ A Night at an Inn,” and the “ Dear Departed.” Praise is 
also due to the orchestra who made a second successful public appear
ance.

NEWS OF OLD BOYS
Awards.

L. G. Allen (1934— 39), Sgt. R.A.F., received the award o f” Mention 
in Despatches ” in the King’s Birthday Honours List.

J. Webster (1936—43) gained his degree of B.Sc., London, 1st Class 
Honours in Botany, in 1945. He has been awarded a Research 
Studentship (London University) on the result of the examination, 
and is now engaged on research on Soil Fungi.

A. R. Maddock (1930—33) was, in May, 1945, awarded the Com- 
inandcr-in-ChicFs “ Certificate of M erit” for outstanding good 
service and devotion to duty.

R. J. Hills (1931—37) F/O, R.A.F., was awarded the D.F.C. in 
July, 1945. He is now transferred to B.O.A.C., for whom he is a 
First Officer and stationed in Egypt.

J. Wykes (1930—34) Cpl., R. Sigs., has been awarded the C.-in-C’s 
Certificate for outstanding sen-ice in the European Campaign. He 
took part in the landing in Normandy on D.-Dav.

Congratulations.
T. Ford (1932—37) F/Lt., R.A.F., on his marriage at the Sacred 

Heart Church, Carlton, on 14th November, 1945, to Miss K. II. 
Small. F/Lt. Ford is stationed at Stockton-on-Tees, but expects to 
be posted to India in January, 1946.

K. W. Stone (1930—37), Capt., R.A., on his marriage to Miss 
Barbara Marriott, at Sutton, 18th August, 1945. Capt. Stone only
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returned in August from three-and-a-half years’ service abroad, which 
included a journey from El Alamein to Northern Italy.

E. Allen (1930—36), Sgt., R.A., on his marriage to Miss W. Hufton, 
at Hucknall, on August 16th, 1945.

G. B. Hardwick (1933—40) Capt., “ Green Howards,” on his 
marriage to Miss Yvonne Timmins, at St. Margaret’s Church, Aspley, 
Nottingham, on 10th September, 1945.

W. E. Curtis (1933—40) Sgt., R.A.F., on his marriage. Sgt. Curtis 
is now at the Central Vocational Training School, and writes from 
Hamburg.

H. Quinney (1930—35) Sgt., R.A.S.C., on his marriage to Sgt. 
Margaret L. Baxter, A.T.S., at the Parish Church, Hucknall, on 
October 26th, 1945. Both bride and bridegroom arc on the clerical 
staffs of the Occupation Authority in Berlin.

Casualties.
J.A. Riccomini (1929—35), Lt., S.A.S. Regt., was killed in Italy, 

27th March, 1945. He is buried at Albanea, Italy.
W. G. Howitt (1933—38) F/Sgt., R.A.F., was posted missing from 

operations, 8—9th April, 1945, against a synthetic petrol plant at 
Luxkendor, near Leipzig.

Returned P.O.W.
J. Baulkwill (1929—38) Lt., R. Sigs., captured in Malaya.
K. V. Bailey (1931—33) Sig., R. Sigs., captured in Malaya.
R. Prothero (1932—39) Tpr., R.A.C., captured in North Africa.

G eneral.
Christmas Greetings have been received from Cpl. P. A. Morley in 

India, Sgt. J. S. C. Boswell in Egypt, “ Bill ” Sharp, who is with 
R.E.M.E., and L.A.C. C. W. Broughton.

T. Greenhalgh (1936—41) is now stationed at Naples. He is R.N.
R. S. Shelton (1935—40) Spr., R.E., is also at Naples, stationed at 

the docks.
G. B. Hardwick (1933—40) Capt., Green Howards, is stationed in 

England, and hopes for early release to continue his career with 
training at the Institute of Education.

E. Bacon (1930—37) L/Tcl., R.N., has been released and has just 
taken up teaching.

C. R. Taylor (1935—39) is home on leave (Dec.) prior to posting 
after promotion to W/O. R.A.F.
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C. W. Broughton (1937—41) L.A.C., R.A.F., is now with B.A.O.R.
F. Cottee (1938—42) is now a Writer in the Postal Dept., R.N., and 

stationed at Malvern.
H. E. Reeve (1934— 40) Tpr., R.A.C., is at home for Christmas from 

Italy.
R. F. Jackson (1931—38) Sgt., R.A., is now running a canteen in 

Italy, after recovering from his wounds.
A. K. Thomas (1931—38) F/Lt., R.A.F., is stationed at Hucknall as

M.T. Officer.
R. Morton (1931—38) Cpl., R.A.F., is at Tilstock, Salop.
F. E. Goodall (1931—36) Pte., R.W.F., is with B.A.O.R.
J. Fasey (1934—39) is in Austria and whilst there has seen F. W. 

Dixon (1934—39) in Klagenfurt. F. W. Dixon is a wireless operator 
in 16/5 Lancers and has been home on leave (Dec. 1945).

A. Pollard (1940—44) Boy A/T., R. Sigs., is with 1st T .T . Bn. at 
Catterick Camp, Yorks.

L. E. Crawley (1930—36) S.A., went to the Far East on an aircraft 
carrier after V.E. Day which he spent in Valetta Harbour.

F. A. Wagstaff (1930—36) Sgt., R. Sigs., was posted missing on the 
fall of Singapore, having been in Malaya since July, 1941. No word 
was received from him for three-and-a-half years, and then he reported 
his safety from Ceylon. He was one of the first out of Malaya, and 
had avoided capture by the Japanese the whole of the time.

F. Atkins (1932—37) Lt., has been an infantry officer in Burma for 
three-and-a-half years. He is expected on leave this December.

His brother R. Atkins (1934— 39) has just been commissioned in 
the R.E.

E. J. Connell (1937—42) L.A.C., R.A.F., is with No. 5 Anti- 
Mosquito Unit, Bahrein, Iraq and Persia.

C. H. Eggleston (1931—37) C.Q.M.S., is with 13 Air Formation 
Signals, B.A.O.R. He was on leave from Germany recently.

N. Pugh (1937—42) Pte., is with the Oxf. and Bucks. L.I. in India.
C. Stephenson (1935—38) F/O., R.A.F., is with 82 Squadron, 

S.E. Asia Air Forces.

A. R. Maddock (1930—33) is now demobilised and has made en
quiries concerning the Old Boys’ Association.
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Since our previous issue the following Old Boys have visited the 
School and signed Mr. White’s book :

S/Lt. G. W. K. Whittaker, R.N.V.R. ; Sgt. S. M. Booth, R.A.F. ; 
Cpl. J. Spencer, R.A.S.C. ; L.A.C. J. Cupit, R.A.F. Rgt. ; Bdr.
J. Shooter, R.A. ; Gnr. R. Blundy, R.A. (Airborne) ; A/C. F. J. R. 
Newbutt, R.A.F. ; Spr. O. Whyatt, R.E. ; F/Lt. R. R. S. Bennett, 
R.A.F. ; Wtr. J. R. Parr, R.N. ; P.O. (Air) A. Webster, R.N.V.R. ; 
Tpr. H. J. Fisher, 3/4 C.L.Y. ; N.A. II J. Cowlishaw, R.N. ; L/RM. 
W. Lebeter, R.N.V.R. ; S.A. J. Bussens, R.N. ; W/O. A. Towndrow, 
R.A.F. ; O/Tel. W/M. G. H. N. Spray, R.N. ; Capt. R. T. Prescott, 
R.F. ; S/Lt. L. G. Guilor, R.N.V.R. ; 2/Lt. L. A. Wright, Sher. 
For. ; Sgt. F. Parkin, R.A.F. ; Sgm. R. A. Tuck, R. Sigs. ; Sgt. A. 
Stirland, R.A.F. ; F/Sgt. J. Pykett, R.A.F. ; E.A.4 T. E. Sutton, 
R.N. ; L/A. C. A. Holmes, F.A.A. ; Lt. A. Stores, R.N.V.R. ; Capt.
K. Mav, A.E.C. ; L/RM. G. H. N. Spray, R.N. ; F/Lt. A. K. Thomas, 
R.A.F. ; W/O. T. Morley, R.A.F. ; S/Lt. I. E. Dring, R.N.V.R. ; 
Tpr. G. Bywater, R.A.C. ; Cpl. H. Whitehead, R.E.M.E. ; Lt. W.J. 
Baulkwill, R. Sigs. ; Sigm. A. Leivers, R. Sigs. ; Lt. R. H. Smith, 
18th Div. Sigs. ; W/O.l C. Good, R.E.M.E. ; L/Cpl. C. G. Green, 
Sher. For. ; F/O. J. E. Pilbeam, R.A.F. ; Capt. E. Wheldon, R.A.S.C. ; 
Lt. (E.) A. C. Dabell, R.N. ; Capt. F. Smith, R.A. ; P/O. D. C. Buck, 
R.N. ; Capt. G. B. Hardwick, Green Howards ; Sigm. G. H. Riley, 
R. Sigs. ; Lt. J. H. Riley, R.N.V.R. ; 2/Lt. F. Naylor, Sher. For. ; 
F/O. A. W. Hal lam, R.A.F. ; Lt. (A) C. N. Bates, R.N.V.R. ; C.Q.M.S. 
C. H. Eggleston, R. Sigs. ; Capt. T . P. Attwood, R.E. ; Apprentice 
H. Frith, Merchant Navy ; S/Lt. H. J. Farrand, R.N.V.R. ; L/AM; 
F. E. Street, F.A.A. ; Tpr. F. W. Dixon, 16/5 Lancers ; F/O. E. H. 
Frith, R.A.F. ; Spr. R. S. Shelton, R.E. ; F/O. W. Jallands, R.A.F., 
P/O. T. A. Pilkington, F.A.A.

PROSE AND VERSE
PEACE.

The joyful bells of peace we hear 
Throughout the town to ring,
But there are some, with many a tear,
Who with us cannot sing.
Their loved ones lie in foreign lands 
Beneath a foreign ground,
Their life cut off by foreign hands;
For them our praises sound.
So midst our shouts of joy we pause
To offer silent prayer
For those who died to save our cause —
Who drove away our fear. T.H. (VI L.Arts).
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JUST A DREAM

Having just had a most refreshing swim, I clambered aimlessly over 
the warm rocks, feeling very contented in the glorious sunshine, until 
I found a suitable crevice, then curled myself into it, and was soon 
lulled to sleep by the soft lapping of the calm sea and by the cool 
sea breeze. Then I had a dream, a dream which I shall always re
member.

1 was still in this world, but people were entirely transformed, had 
a completely changed outlook from theirs of the world awake. Every
where was peace, not only in so far as that there were no wars, but 
there was a spiritual peace, a universal pleasure in everything, shared 
by everybody.

Children played happily together, fairly and cheerfully. Negroes 
freely mixed with Whites, Chinese with Japanese. Everyone enjoyed 
everyone else’s company, and differences, political and racial, never 
appeared.

All did their particular jobs cheerfully and without grumbling, and 
what was more, everybody luid a job. War, snobbery, colour-bar, all 
were words unheard of in this world of my dream. “ All are God’s 
children,” was the motto.

Then 1 awoke, and found everything so peaceful from where I lay, 
that at first I thought I was living in the world I had dreamt of. But 
one look on the crowded beach brought me back to reality — children 
fighting and squabbling over trifles ; men in heated arguments over 
political questions, and so on.

I glanced at the newspaper by my side — “ Troubles in Java still 
unsettled,” ** Fierce political strife between De Gaulle and Com
munists,” were some of the headlines.'

I dressed and queued up for a bus to the hotel. An old lady joined 
some friends at the front of the queue and immediately there was an 
uproar ; scores of voices accused her vehemently of pushing in. 
Others were complaining of the lateness of the bus, the bad state of 
the service and of the discourtesy of the conductresses.

I decided to walk ; I had plenty to think about.
J.B. (V Arts.)
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RAIN.

The glistening drops of rain 
Glinting past the window pane,
Falling, tumultuous, in strings all connective, 
Are seen through a barrier reflective, protective, 
As shining threads of pure silver sheen 
Made for men.
And then 
They stop
And sunlight takes their place.
Drip 1 Drop !
The rearguard of the army 
Has just passed.

The gauzy-veildd vapour,
Rising like a phantom taper 
To some unholy god,
Caresses all in loving kindness —
The dark pools reminding one of blindness 
And of sins without a name.

M.K. (V Arts).

THE LUNCH HOUR.

What a rush ! You seldom see boys in a hurry, but there’s a reason 
here !

Silence for a second — the tractor has stopped ; then with one 
metallic clang, down crash three dozen buckets.

Thud ! Thud ! go heavy boots as towards the comer of the field 
tramp the potato pickers. And what for ? Listen !

“ What kind of juice ? ”
“ Lime, please.”
This dialogue continues two dozen times, sometimes “ Orange ” 

being substituted for “ Lime.” The last dozen have no choice ; 
their drink is ginger.

“ Hard luck ! Never mind ; you may do better tomorrow.”
J.W.H. (IIIC).
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THE OPERA.
An opera is, in my opinion, merely an excuse, necessary or un

necessary, for the writing of good music ; if the plot is good, then so 
much the better, but plot and dialogue are of secondary, and that 
very slight, importance in a good opera.

We, a few admirers of opera, visited the Theatre Royal for the Royal 
Carl Rosa Opera Company’s production of “ La Traviata,” on Novem
ber 21st ; and again, on November 27th, to see and hear “ La Tosca.” 
Of the first of these operas, I shall not write, since the production of 
it was rather poor, but will confine myself to an account of “ La Tosca.”

Joan Hammond, as La Tosca, and Otakar Kraus, who took the part 
of Scarpio, formed a combination that could not fail to be arresting, 
and was made particularly so by the efforts of John Myrddin, as Mario. 
“ Tosca ” is not so tuneful an opera as “ Traviata,” but the augmented 
orchestra was well up to its job.

The production, moreover, was excellent. The best possible use 
was made of admirable lighting, superb scenery, and wonderful colour- 
effects.

Three scenes come immediately to mind on thinking of this produc
tion, each at the end of one of the three Acts. The first, at the end of 
Act I, is where Scarpio, the rogue of the piece, sings of his private 
loves and hates, while the rest of the cast, dressed picturesquely and 
colourfully as choir-boys and onlookers, celebrate Mass.

The second is in Act II, when Tosca places two candles (the only 
light on the stage) at the head of Scarpio whom she has just murdered. 
The third scene is at the end of the opera, when the hero who is just 
about to be executed, sings — sings in the light of the hurricane lamp 
on the battlements of the castle in which he is imprisoned — sings 
soulfully as he writes to his love Tosca ; meanwhile his gaoler sits 
fingering the ring with which Mario has bribed him to deliver the letter.

Has this brief account roused in the reader’s mind a spark of interest ? 
Perhaps he would have liked to share our pleasure ? May official 
School parties soon be organised to visit opera !

W.J.L. (VI U.Sc.)

FIREWORKS BEFORE BON-FIRE NIGHT.
Our little road had been saving up for some fireworks to celebrate 

the first bonfire night of peace.
A shop in the city had been advertising fireworks a long time before 

they were to be sold, so the news had ample time to spread round the
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district. My friend and myself, acting on behalf of the road, decided 
to set out early and get there before the rush commenced.

When I awoke on that day it was raining, but it did not damp my 
spirits, in fact it cheered me up, for, I thought that as it was raining 
fast many people would put off their visit until the next day, but as 
you will see later I was mistaken.

On the bus to town many more hopeful firework hunters joined us, 
and the conductress told us that the queue had started before six o’clock 
that morning. A large groan escaped us but our spirits were still high 
until we jumped off the bus and ran to the firework shop. I could 
just see the top of the window, everything else was blacked out by a 
writhing mass of men, women, boys and girls, trying to fight their way 
into the shop. About ten to fifteen yards down the street a queue was 
to be seen and it was to this we attached ourselves.

Several rumours were heard in the queue: you could only have 
five shillings worth, contradicted five minutes later by a counter rumour 
that you could only have half-a-crown’s worth. Then the truth came 
from a boy about fifteen years old. He looked very hot, sweat was 
dripping from his forehead, his coat was torn and he had a look about 
him as if he had been trampled on by a herd of cattle. He told us that 
it was only possible to buy one and threepence worth. He showed us 
his small box of fireworks.

I decided to investigate for myself, and going to the front of the crowd 
1 saw what looked like a mass of arms and legs trying to force themselves 
through an all too small door. In the midst of this there were three 
very burly police officers. I did not know whether they were trying 
to keep order, or whether they were trying to obtain some fireworks 
for themselves, or whether they had been carried there by the rush, 
unable to help themselves. The crowd was now halfway across the 
road and causing a traffic jam.

The climax came when, with a terrific crack and clatter the much- 
leancd-on shop window gave way. Immediately the sale of fireworks 
ceased. The crowd stopped heaving and pushing. Silence reigned, 
until the proprietor of the shop told the crowd that the sale of fireworks 
would stop for the day. A look of disappointment spread over the 
crowd. The women began to argue on behalf of their children who 
would be disappointed and another rush began, but when the crowd 
saw it was hopeless they dispersed to their homes, weary, wet, and 
disappointed.

I was one of the wet and disappointed ones, but I was not weary, 
for I had thoroughly enjoyed the show and anyway later on a local 
dealer was able to supply all our needs.

G.B. (V Arts).
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ON A DISTANT VIEW OF A PIG.

Not that a pig’s view, if very distant, can be in any way cheery, but 
to the human being such a view is decidedly attractive, especially at 
this season of the year, drawing near to Christmas. Pigs in my 
neighbourhood are beginning to look rather plump !

And what a life they lead in getting so plump — getting up, lumbering 
to the trough, guzzling, lumbering back again, going to sleep, repeated 
ad lib. If very fat, they may be entered in shows, but there’s no es
caping the inevitable conclusion.

Have you noticed that the pig is now beginning to look a little 
sheepish, and seeming to shrink from his master’s hand ?

Perhaps this is only my imagination, but somewhere behind those 
pig’s eyes may be an atom of understanding which gives him a pre
monition of a future career, planned out for him the moment he was 
born. His dreams may be of himself as sides of bacon hung up in a 
butcher’s shop, or as slices sizzling in fat in a frying pan. But don’t 
be too sympathetic towards Pig ; don’t let sentiment spoil your appetite. 
It is most probably all he was made for.

J.M. (Ill D).

THE FOOTBALL CROWD.

Crowding, hurrying, jostling,
Into the ground they go ;
Cheering, encouraging their own side, 
Whistling and booing the foe. 
Enjoying the afternoon, watching 
The ball from side to side tossed. 
Disgruntled, saddened, out they go. 
Disappointed. Their side had lost.

J.R.A. (VC.)
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MANY YEARS OF SERVICE have Rone to the 
creation of Marsden’s goodwill. Service in peace
time; service in war. Always a consistent desire to 
develop an increasingly efficient organisation for 
the di'tribution of good, nourishing, wholesome 
food.

Such a tradition has been well worth working 
for. It has proved a tower of strength in these 
anxious dnvs A nd the benefits are vours . . .  4

J.D.MARSDEN I ?
GROCERS FOR THE QUALITY”

J .  CUOUOH *  SON

. N O T T IN G H A M


