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EDITORIAL
As the composition of this Editorial follows immediately after VE 

Day, it is natural that the rejoicings and the new hopes created by the 
latter should find reflection in the former. The practical expression 
of rejoicing is two whole days holiday ; but when the tumult and the 
shouting have died down, what then ? Is this war-to-end-war really 
going to achieve its purpose this time ? Is true freedom really going 
to be for all — to be the heritage of all mankind.

It is our earnest hope that the San Francisco Conference, or some 
such future international meeting, will provide the answer to the first 
question, but even now the Conference stands as a symbol of the 
determination of all free peoples to unite to prevent a repetition of 
the brutality and oppression which have been rampant during the 
past decade. In future the lives of the peoples are to be considered 
the concern of those outside as well as of those inside their borders.

And when France recovers from its inferiority complex and Russia 
from the mistrust of its allies, concord will achieve what rules and 
regulations can never do without mutual confidence.

The answer to the second question lies in the implications of the 
word Education. Peoples need to be educated to enjoy freedom, 
but education itself must be carefully safeguarded so that the inherent 
love of power in bolder spirits may not be used to poison the minds 
of the young and to stir them up against the friends of their nation.

The term Education, then, has a much wider meaning than the mere 
acquisition of sufficient knowledge to matriculate ; that is but one 
branch of the tree under which shall shelter the downtrodden and 
oppressed nations of the world — until self-respect is restored, inde
pendence assured, and brotherhood become the sole standard by 
which the affairs of the whole world shall be ruled.

M.A.B.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS, 1945-6
School Captain : 
Vice-Captain : 
School Prefects :

Sub.-Prefects :

J. K. Guilor.
M. A. Ball.
A. I. Beeston, W. L. Bircumshaw, W. E. Clarke 
T. W. Silkstone, J. W. Stacey.
D. R. Allin, K. Cheale, H. K. Cliff, G. T. Clarke 
G. Garton, G. A. Gore, R. A. Marshall, F. Mills 
T. M. Milner, H. A. Pashley, P. R. H. Riley 
P. Rowlson, R. Selby, A. Wheatley, D. W. 
Wing.

House Captains : Blue House : A. I. Beeston.
G reen House : W. E. Clarke.
Red H ouse; J. K. Guilor. 
Yellow  ̂House : J. W. Stacey.

Captain of Cricket : W. L. Bircumshaw.
Vice-Captain : W. E. Clarke.

SCHOOL NOTES
Our first school note is one of reluctant and regretful farewell to 

Mr. F. J. M. Holman who leaves us this term. His long service for 
the School — he came in September 1934 — has endeared him to a 
succession of boys who were early in their school life set on the right 
path by him and who, as they return in the uniform of H.M. Forces, 
reminisce happily with him by the Staff Room fire and “ beget that 
golden time again.” Our sincere wishes for a long and happy retire
ment accompany him.
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Miss M. B. Allcock, who came to us in March as School Secretary 
in succession to Mrs. Brocklehurst has now been with us long enough 
almost to render a welcome to her unnecessary, so firmly is she now 
established in the school and so used to our whims. But we do 
welcome her, nevertheless, and trust she will continue to be happy 
among us.

Once again we have four Senior Scholarship winners to congratu
late, and do so most heartily ; they are M. A. Ball, F. Mills, H. K. Cliff 
and W. L. Bircumshaw. The School celebrated their success with 
a holiday on 21st June.

We congratulate too those who, as a result of the Nottingham 
University Entrance Scholarship Examination, qualified for further 
awards M. A. Ball and F. Mills for scholarships, and T. W. Milner, 
D. R. Allin, K. Cheale, H. A. Pashley, P. R. H. Riley, J. W. Stacey, 
W. E. Clarke and R. Selby for Studentships and Revis grants.

Mr. R. N. Webb visited the school on 6th February, and gave a 
lantern lecture on Smoke Abatement.

Two days later the School listened spellbound to the personal 
experiences of Lieutenant Cranfield, school liaison officer of Northern 
Command, who gave an “ inside ” account of the invasion of Sicily.

The G.E.C. kindly arranged a demonstration and lecture at the 
school on 5th March, when the Fifth and Sixth Forms were addressed 
by the G.E.C. representative, Mr. G. Caunt, on “ Illumination ",

Speech Day was held on 14th March, when Mr. H. G. Robinson, 
the Principal of the Midland Agricultural College and Dean of the 
Faculty of Agriculture, Nottingham University, presented the prizes.

W. L. Bircumshaw, H. A. Pashley and P. R. H. Riley were selected 
to play for the Notts. Public Schoolboys’ XV in several games in the 
Easter Holidays.

From April 4th to 11th, members of Lower Sixth, Science and 
Engineering, visited the beauty spots of North Derbyshire under the 
guidance of Mr. F. W. Packer. An account of some of this adven
turing will be found in later pages.

Fine Wires, Ltd., invited School Parties to visit their factory on 
18th April to see a demonstration of electrical devices used by Bomber 
Command ; the Fifth and Sixth Forms were pleased to accept the 
invitation.

At the School Sports, held on 20th April, Parsons J. M. and Richards 
J, broke the records in Putting the Shot (Junior) and 180 yards flat 
race (Junior) respectively.
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In the evening of the same day, a number of boys from the Fifth 
and Sixth Forms attended a production by the Nottingham Shakes
pearian Society of “ Henry VIII ”, given in the Y.W.C.A. Hall, 
Shakespeare Street. The play was most admirably done and enthu
siastically received by all of us who were proud to know that the pro
duction had been in the capable hands of Derek Price, an Old Boy.

On 27th April, members of the upper school visited the Co-operative 
Hall in Parliament Street and saw the Co-operative Dramatic Society 
present “ Much Ado About Nothing ” — a most entertaining and 
instructive effort ; Dogberry and Benedick we shall long remember.

The Y Scheme was explained to the Fifths and Sixths on 1st May 
by Lieut. D. R. Mudd, a Naval Officer of Northern Command. His 
lucid account was much appreciated.

The Sixth Form, Science and Engineering, were privileged, on the 
16th May, to visit the Elite Cinema to see two films on the Tennessee 
Valley Development Scheme and The Construction of Wire Cables. 
The programme was sponsored and arranged by the Enfield Cable 
Co.

The School Dramatic Society this year presented three One-Act 
plays on 16th and 17th May, in aid of the Old Boys’ Association which 
has benefited by £7 10s. Od. as a result.

The Music Society was well represented in a party of boys and 
Staff who attended the Theatre Royal on 18th May for a programme 
of International Ballet.

We print the first of a number of letters from Old Boys at Univer
sities, and shall be pleased to receive news and pass it on in similar 
manner from other O.B’s.

We are pleased to print too a contribution from C. B. Stallard 
(1929—30) ; it is an account of one phase of life in the R.A. (India) — 
difficulties in providing entertainments.

The Welfare Fund, founded to assist Old Boys and their depen
dants who have suffered undue hardship owing to the war, has a balance 
to date of £35.

Next term begins on Tuesday, 11th September.
We acknowledge receipt of the following magazines and apologise 

for any omissions:—Brun, Elizabethan, Granthamian, Newtonian, 
Nottinghamian, Pavior and Spectrum.

Members of the Magazine Committee for this number are :—Messrs. 
Adams, Goodall, Marshall, Morecroft and T. E. Smith and J. K. 
Guilor, D. W. Wing and M. A. Ball.
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VALETE.

VI R. B. Allen, R. Brown, J. Clarke, R. Hudson, T. G. Morris, 
F. Needham, A. F. Pearse, D. J. Simpson, M. H. Thornton, 
P. E. Warner, J. M. H. Walker, R. A. Winfield, F. D. Wood.

V J. E. Pickard, H. B. Taylor, K. B. Ashton, J. A. Newbury.

IV J. I. Cooper, D. Joyce, R. C. Wright,
III J. Middleton, D. Crampton, M. F. McIntosh, R. Moss, M. B. 

Sheratte.

II J. G. De ’Ath, W. C. Keane, L. Ross.

I R. Hancock.

AVETE.

IV P. M. Blower.

II A. C. Collinson, G. D. Hazlewood.

I R. P. Boardman, P. Pleasant.

THE PRIZE DISTRIBUTION
The Prize Distribution for the School Year, 1943-44, was held in 

the School Hall on the 14th of March ; over 500 parents attended. 
Prizes were Presented by Professor H. G. Robinson, Principal of the 
Midland Agricultural College and Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture 
at Nottingham University College ; Mr. L. W. A. White, Chairman 
of the Governors, presided.

The Headmaster, Mr. G. F. Houston, in his report, deplored the 
fact that Arts Students were not granted the same facility to proceed 
to Universities as were Science Students.

There was an imposing list of School successes to record — 78 
School Certificates out of 84 candidates, 9 Higher Certificates out of 
11 candidates, two State Scholarships (to R. F. McBride and H. A. 
Nickols), four University Scholarships, the Henry Mellish Scholarship 
(open to City and County), an Open Exhibition at Queen’s College, 
Cambridge, (to R. F. McBride), and six University Entrance Scholar
ships, Studentships and Bursaries.

The report ended with a reference to the implications of the new 
Education Act as it would affect the School from April 1st.
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Professor Robinson, addressing the boys after presenting the prizes, 
was accorded a warm welcome. It had been his third attempt to fill 
that position (he had been prevented the two previous years) and was 
pleased to have succeded at last.

Many Old Boys of the School had proceeded to the Agricultural 
College and he had been pleased to admit them, if only because of 
their athletics and games records, the importance of which in a complete 
education he strongly emphasised.

He supported the Headmaster in his plea that greater stress be laid 
on the Humanities and insisted on the necessity for such, particularly 
in Science and Agricultural courses, which, without the breadth of 
outlook provided by them, resulted in an ill-balanced attitude to life.

He ended his delightful mixture of wit and wisdom with a request 
for a double holiday to mark his three-years-delayed attendance ; this 
was graciously accorded, on behalf of the Governors, by Mr. White. 
Afterwards J. K. Guilor, the School Captain, proposed a vote of thanks.

The proceedings had opened with Whittier’s “ Dear Lord and 
Father of Mankind ”, sung to Parry’s “ Repton ”, and were enlivened 
at intervals with songs by the School Choir.

The School was afterwards thrown open to the visitors who were 
able to see experiments and displays of work in the Physics Labor
atories and Workshops.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1944-45
The 1944-45 season has not been a very successful one for the first 

XV. In fact, for the last three seasons we have not been able to train 
a really good side ; each year it has seemed that the talent was there 
in the boys and that lack of practice was the chief cause of weak play. 
Naturally, difficulties inevitable during the war period made a well 
organised system of practice impossible for the three School teams. 
Another cause of this decline in the School’s rugby football is the lack 
of enthusiasm amongst some boys, who seem to prefer soccer to rugby 
football ; as much as these boys like soccer, they should realise that 
their duty to the school involves doing their utmost to attend practices 
and to make the school teams as efficient as possible.

All matches for the Spring Term had to be cancelled, so that only 
three matches from the previous term have still to be reported. These 
last matches showed faults typical of school teams in the past few years 
— weak handling, feeble tackling, lack of real enthusiasm and bad 
teamwork.

Many of this year’s back division are remaining at school next year, 
so that we should have a strong back division in the 1945-46 season ; 
this season it was usually the backs who let down the fonvards, so next 
year we should turn out a strong side, which I hope will show the 
start of a revival in Mellish football.
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RESULTS.
Nov. 29th v. High Pavement (Home). Lost 3—23.

Unfortunately three members of our back division were unable to 
play, resulting in the complete disorganisation of the three quarter 
line. Although this was changed frequently throughout the match 
no successful combination could be found and this lost the match 
for us. Tackling was weak, and handling, passing and running were 
very weak. The forwards did well against a heavier pack.

Dec. 2nd v. Alderman Newton’s (Away). Lost 5—8.
As the score indicates, the match was fairly equal, but the rugger 

was never of the highest standard. The forwards were again out- 
weighted, but they played well, Clarke proving especially useful in 
the line-outs. The three quarters never really played together, and a 
piece of bad tackling by them lost us the match.

Dec. 9th v. Nottm. High School (Home). Lost 0—39.
The school was beaten by a speedier, more skilful and heavier team, 

and the result was never in doubt. Nevertheless, in the first twenty 
minutes of the second half, when the School played with the wind, 
the High School could not score, and, in fact, we did most of 
the attacking. Then the School’s defence broke down, and the High 
School three-quarters, well served by their forwards, scored twenty 
points in the last quarter of an hour.

J.K.G.

SECOND XV.
This half of the season the team has only been able to play two of 

the several matches arranged. This has been due to the bad weather 
and, in the case of Mount St. Mary’s College, to illness in their team. 
However, in the two matches that were played, the team played good 
rugger, which resulted in one being won, and one lost.

Feb. 24th v. Humphry Perkins. (Home). Won 19—0.
In the first half of the game the play was divided equally between 

the two teams, but in the second half our forwards excelled themselves 
in the scrums and line-outs and the three-quarters made good use of 
every opening that presented itself.
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March 3rd v. Nottingham High School. (Away). Lost 0—9.
In the first half of the game the School team played well an 1 held 

their opponents to a draw. In the second half, however, the weight 
of the High School scrum was felt and although the school team 
tackled very well they were beaten by three tries to nil.

UNDER 16 XV.

Dec. 9th v. Mount St. Mary’s College. (Home). Drawn 8—8.
This match was probably the most enjoyable one in which any 

member of the Second XV played. Both teams were evenly matched 
and played a good, hard game of rugger until the final whistle when 
the game ended in a draw which seemed to be a very appropriate 
result.

A.O.R.T.

COLTS XV.

Feb. 3rd. V.
Feb. 17th. V.
Feb. 17th. V.

King’s School, Grantham (Away) Won 6—3.
High School, Nottingham. (Home) Won 8—3. 
High School, Nottingham (Under 15),

(Home) Won 12—0
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CRICKET
With seven of last season’s 1st XI still available, it was thought that 

the eleven would be one of the strongest that ever represented the 
school. Four of the five matches played so far have been won, but 
the balance between batting and bowling noticeable throughout last 
season has disappeared, as some of our small totals well illustrate. The 
batting has collapsed in three matches, although on one occasion 
Bircumshaw, and on another Lawrance, played a patient innings and 
brought the score to a reasonable total. On the third occasion, 
however, the innings closed with our score in the fifties, and it was 
only the high quality of the bowling which turned certain defeat into 
victory.

Indeed, it is to the bowlers that the success gained so far has been 
due. Guilor deserves especial praise, for, excluding the match with 
University College, when a dead wicket gave him no help at all, he 
has the rather startling analysis of 16 wickets for 23 runs. Of the 
other bowlers, Wheatley has been the most successful, having cap
tured 10 wickets at a cost of just over 4 runs each.

Finally, the high standard of fielding shown last season has been 
maintained, and few chances have been missed.

RESULTS (to June 9th).
12th May v. Cranwell (App. Wing). (Home). Drawn

School 110 for 6 dec. (Stacey 30 not out, Guilor 25).
Cranwell 42 for 8 (Guilor 4 for 4).

The rate of scoring during the school’s innings was slow, so slow in 
fact that insufficient time was allowed to dismiss the opposing side. 
Guilor’s performance brought victory within our grasp, but we were 
finally beaten by the clock.
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16th May v. Midland Agricultural College. (Home). Won
School 92 for 8 dec. (Bircumshaw 56).
M.A.C. 21. (Wheatley 5 for 9, Stacey 3 for 9).

This was the first occasion when the batting collapsed. Bircum- 
shaw’s feat was all the more remarkable in that the other seven batsmen 
who were dismissed managed to score only 11 runs between them. 
The College’s innings collapsed even more disastrously. Two overs 
were sufficient to dismiss their four opening batsmen and none of the 
others managed to last long against the steady bowling of Wheatley 
and Stacey.

23rd May v. University College, Nottingham 2nd XI. (Away)
Won

School 160 for 5 dec. (Bircumshaw 53, Clarke 53, Hoskins 29 not 
out).

U.C.N. 96 (Lawrance 3 for 12).
On a dead wicket, Bircumshaw and Clarke gave the team a fine 

start, with the result that after just over an hour’s play the score stood 
at 100 for 1. Half an hour later it was 128 for 5, but Hoskins put 
an end to this minor collapse with an innings which included 2 sixes. 
The school’s bowlers received no help from the wicket, and five 
changes were made in the attack before the University’s last wicket 
fell.

29th May v. Trent College (Away). . Won
School 68 (Lawrance 21 not out).
Trent 44 (Guilor 6 for 9.)

Seven of the school’s batsmen were dismissed for 35, and not until 
Lawrance and Silkstone came together did things improve. The final 
score was our lowest for two seasons, but Guilor’s spin bowling gave 
us the victory, in spite of a fine innings by the Trent captain. The 
last six wickets fell for 6 runs, Guilor taking 5 of them for 4.

9th June v. Newark Magnus (Home) Won
School 56.
Newark 36 (Guilor 5 for 10).

This was the third occasion on which the batting collapsed, and this 
time no one stayed in to raise the score to a reasonable total. Yet 
again it was left to the bowlers to win the match, and yet again Guilor 
distinguished himself.

H.K.C.
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SECOND XI.
The 2nd XI has again opened the season in good style, but has been 

harassed constantly by bad weather. On the whole the batting is 
poor, but the bowling and fielding are good.

5th May v. High Pavement (Home) Abandoned.

12th May v. Wyggeston (Away) Drawn
Wyggeston 108 for 8 (dec). (Coupland 2 for 19).
School 64 for 4 (Coupland 18).

2nd June v. Trent College (Home). Won
School 69 for 7 (dec.) (Foster 13).
Trent College 16 (Coupland 6 for 3.)

9th June v. Newark Magnus (Away). Won
School 51 (Cornell 18, Wilson 13 not out.)
Newark Magnus 22 (Cornell 3 for 1.)

COLTS XI.

May 12th v Grantham Won 9 wickets.
Grantham 11.
School 12 for 1.

June 16th v. High School. Lost 4 wickets.
School 44.
High School 46 for 6.

ATHLETIC SPORTS 1945
The Annual School Sports were held on Friday, April 20th before 

the usual appreciative crowd of boys, parents and visitors. The 
weather was not up to the standard of the preceding days, but never
theless two School records were broken — in the Junior Shot and the 
Junior 180 yards.

RESULTS.
Cricket Ball.

Junior. Sale (Y), Binch (G), Smart (B). 56 yds. 1 ft. 11 ins. 
M iddle. Sims (G), Etches (B), Scrupps (B). 66 yds. 8J ins. 
Senior. Guilor (R), Coupland (Y), Wilson (R). 77 yds. 7 ins.
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Putting the Shot.
Junior (4 lbs.) Parson (G), Perkins (B), Matthews (G). 33 ft. 6 ins 
M iddle (6 lbs.) Etches (B), Farnworth (G), Roberts (B). 40 ft. 
M iddle (8 lbs.) Hoskins (R), Haywood (B), Wilford (G). 40 ft. 
Senior (12 lbs.) Stacey (Y), Clark (G), Warner (G). 33 ft.

H igh Jump.
Jun io r. Bestwick (Y), Watson (G), Smart (B). 4 ft. $ in. 
M iddle. Rex (Y), Macleod (G), Kirk (R). 4 ft.
Senior. Howard (R), Beeston (B), Drinkwater (R). 5 ft. 1 in.

Long Jump.
Junior. Johnson (G), Wardle (B), Rowlston (G). 12 ft. 9 ins. 
M iddle. Topliss (Y), McMurdo (Y), Roberts (B). 14 ft. 9 ins. 
Senior. Hoskins (R), Ball (G), Foster (Y). 17 ft. 4 ins.

M ile. Sumner (G), Riley (R), Pearce (B). 5 mins. 20 secs.

1,000 Yards.
M iddle. Roberts (B), Hufton (R), Wilson (R). 3 mins. 13 secs.

Javelin. Wilson (R), Stacey (Y), Cornell (R). 97 ft. 11 ins.

T hrowing the D iscus.
M iddle. Etches (B), Culley (R), Humphreys (R). 91 ft.
Senior. Stacey (Y), Hoskins (R), Wilson (R). 91 ft. 2 ins.

80 Yards.
Junior. Johnson (G), Parsons (G), Richards (R). 10.85 secs.
M iddle. Hufton (R), Johnston (Y), Farnworth (G). 9.8 secs.

100 Yards.
Senior. Haywood (B), Bircumshaw (B), Rowlson (G). 11.15 secs. 

180 Yards.
Junior. Richards (R), Watson (G), Parson (G). 22.5 secs.
M iddle. Hufton (R), Johnston (Y), Cropper (G). 21.3 secs.

220 Yards. Rowlson (G), Bircumshaw (B), Haywood (B). 25.8 secs.

Junior. Green, Blue, Yellow.
Relay. M iddle. Red, Blue, Green.

Senior. Blue, Red, Green.

F inal Order: Green, Blue, Red, Yellow.
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A.T.C. REPORT
We are taking this opportunity of welcoming to the Squadron our 

new Warrant Officer, Mr. Goodman. To those of us who attended 
the firing course at Linby, mentioned in the last Report, he is an old, 
and very pleasant acquaintance. He replaces Mr. Gilbert who was 
obliged to resign for family reasons. We regret to announce the 
resignation too of Pilot-Officer Windle, who has always been so help
ful to our prospective Flight-Engineers. He has given loyal service 
to the Squadron for nearly four years, and his loss will be greatly felt 
by all Cadets.

Our most important event this year was the National Rally, held in 
London from May 11th to May 15th, when representatives from 
Squadrons all over the British Isles enjoyed a very pleasant holiday. 
Highlights of the programme were the A.T.C. International Soccer 
Match on the Saturday, the Church Parade and March Past in which 
2,500 Cadets participated on the Sunday, and the Boxing Champion
ship Finals at the Royal Albert Hall on the Monday evening. There 
were also many minor features, including a whole day devoted to sight
seeing, and a free visit to the cinema to see “ Henry V ” . For those 
who had never been to London before, it was an unforgettable experi
ence. 639 Squadron was represented by Flt/Sgt. Bird and Cpl. 
Marshall.

Recently, several of our N.C.O’s. have been attending special 
courses of a week’s duration at the R.A.F. Station, Halton. Cadets 
could take a course in Navigation, or Law and Administration, or 
Combat Training. All those who have attended these camps have 
strongly recommended them, and some have already made arrange
ments to go again.

Recently, an Inter-Squadron aircraft-recognition contest was 
organised for Squadrons in this area, and four of our Cadets took part. 
They were Cpl. Coleman, and Cadets Chamberlain, Redman, and 
Spick ; we congratulate them all on an excellent result which was as 
follows :—Cpl. Coleman 100% (1st), Chamberlain 99% (2nd), Red
man 91% (22nd), Spick 88% (25th).

On April 29th, a party of 30 Cadets visited an R.A.F. Station for 
the day and all of them had about 30 minutes flying in Oxfords.

There has been a marked falling-off in attendance at Parades during 
the past few months, chiefly owing to Cadets having very few prospects 
of entering either the R.A.F. or the Navy. However, everyone 
present at the London Rally will testify to the Corps’s vigour and 
efficiency.

R.A.M.
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THE SCOUT TROOP
During the first few weeks of the Spring Term we held our usual 

Christmas Party — but with a difference ! For the first time we 
invited our lady friends. Almost a hundred persons attended our 
first party which unfortunately had to be very much curtailed because 
of a heavy fall of snow and a lack of coal ! Our second party was held 
in order to complete our unfinished programme. The parties took 
the form of various tournaments (for which small prizes were awarded) 
followed by team games, boys versus girls contests, original and other 
‘ party games ’ and dancing.

At the first party, the Scout Shield and the Norman Cup which 
had both been won for the year 1943-44 by the Ravens Patrol (P/L. D. 
Newbery) were presented by Mrs. Hall in her usual charming way. 
Mrs. Hall, Mr. and Mrs. Eames who were our only ‘ grown-up ’ 
guests helped considerably in the arranging and carrying out of the 
programmes and we owe them a debt of gratitude. Mr. and Mrs. 
Eames asked the troop to accept a trophy in memory of their son, 
T. W. Eames — which was to be awarded annually to the best scout. 
T /L . Coupland in the appropriate manner said that the troop would 
be delighted to accept their kind offer.

The refreshments, which were plentiful, were provided by the 
parents of the scouts and the tea tables were very decoratively set by 
the Matron and her staff. The party was held on P/L. Bonser’s 
birthday and he very unselfishly shared his lovely birthday cake with 
us.

The parties were so successful and popular that they bid fair to 
become one of our permanent “ activities

On May 5th we held a Whist Drive and Dance which was well 
attended. We have to thank Mr. Ireland who once again took on 
the onerous duties of Whist M.C. and the four senior scouts, B. Coup
land, C. D. Newbery, D. Sale and P. Spray who acted as Dance 
Stewards. The proceeds, amounting to £19 9s. Od., were placed 
in the Troop Fund.

Twenty-one scouts under the command of T /L . B. Coupland 
attended the St. George’s Day Sunday Parade. They were so smartly 
turned out that the ‘ personal magnetism ’ of Coupland and Newbery 
caused the camera’s shutter to click at the crucial moment and their 
photographs “ adorned (?) ” the local newspapers next day.

On 28th May a party of scouts representing the troop (Second M. 
Mills, Scouts B. Marette and M. G. Hart under the leadership of 
P/L. W. J. Carter) attended a tea given by the Lord Mayor of Not-
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tingham. Afterwards they were entertained and shown around the 
Council House.

The following promotions are announced:—
Second W. J. Carter to be Patrol Leader (Pigeons).
Scout G. G. Cox to be Second (Pigeons).
Scout D. J. Raley to be Second (Ravens).
Scout M. S. Mills to be Second (Peewits).
Second D. A. Stonelake joins the Senior Patrol (Kingfishers).

We are pleased to welcome M. M. Foster who has joined the Senior 
Patrol, B. S. Baker who has joined the Pigeon Patrol and M. R. North 
who has joined the Owls Patrol.

There has been much activity towards gaining scout and badge 
tests and the following is a list of successes gained between January 1st 
and June 20th, 1945.

Red and W hite Cords.
T /L . B. Coupland.

1st Class Scout, Green and Yellow Cords.
P/L. G. Bonser, P/L. W. J. Carter, Senior Scout D. Wainwright.

Ambulance M an’s Badge.
P/L. K. Ireland, P/L. W. J. Carter, Second G. Cox.

Swimmer’s Badge.
T/L . B. Coupland, P/L. G. Bonser, P/L. W. J. Carter, Senior 
Scouts D. Newbery, D. A. Stonelake, D. Wainwright.
Scouts B. J. Marette, J. M. Smith.

Electrician’s Badge.
T /L . B. Coupland, P/L. G. Bonser, P/L. W. J. Carter.
Senior Scouts D. A. Stonelake, P. Fahy.

Athlete’s Badge.
Scouts A. R. Measham, K. A. Rushworth, A. C. Bloyce, M. J. 
Corless.

Cyclist’s Badge.
Second M. S. Mills, Second D. J. Raley, Scouts W. D. Morley, 
B. S. Baker, J. M. Smith, M. G. Hart.

Public H ealth M an’s Badge.
T /L . B. Coupland, Second G. Cox.

H ealthyman’s Badge.
Second D. J. Raley, Second M. S. Mills.



THE CENTAUR Nineteen

M issioner’s Badge.
Second D. J. Raley, Second M. S. Mills.

M usician’s Badge.
Scout B. J. Marette.

The Ravens Patrol under the leadership of P/L. J. C. Richards held 
a camp at Walesby at Whitsuntide. This venture deserved much 
better weather than it experienced.

P/L. W. Wilson took charge of an outing to Thrumpton and the 
S.M. one to Radcliffe. We had our usual good times and in addition 
many scouts grasped the opportunities to pass various tests — parti
cularly cooking, firelighting and observation.

We are competing in the local associations swimming sports and 
later in the term we are hoping to enter two patrols for the John Boot 
Trophy. We wish our representatives lots of luck for we know they 
will give of their best.

We are now eagerly looking forward to our annual summer camp — 
but more of that anon !

. TO BE A PIRATE KING.”
Indeed it is a glorious thing to be a Pirate King, or, indeed, anything 

other than one’s real self. To this truth enthusiasm for School 
Concerts is no doubt largely due. Another reason for these enter
tainments is offered, it is said, in effect, that after a poor youngster has 
been forced on to a brilliantly lighted stage, at the point of the promp
ter’s tongue and inches deep in paint and powder he is prepared for 
even the most trying of temporal tribulations. Those who have taken 
part in School Concerts know the truth of this ; even Higher School 
Certificate loses its power to appal.

The main features of this year’s entertainment were three plays, 
the first of which was a tragedy of the plague, “ The Arrow by Day ” . 
This play, although well rehearsed, did not succeed in obtaining the 
required effect; this was partly due to the marked male-ness of the 
female characters — not once could we “ suspend our disbelief ” that 
they were not boys. D. H. PCarce, as a London Cloth-Merchant, 
was the most convincing of the cast.

The second play was a Persian Romance, “ The Poetasters of 
Ispahan ” in which the enthusiasm of the cast was rewarded by an 
excellent performance. Yet, certain criticisms, in no way reflecting 
on the histronic skill of the actors, are unavoidable ; for instance, the 
young voices of most actors proved to be incompatible with appen
dages of painted wrinkles and grim beards. They were a happy 
team, from which, perhaps, P. Makings and G. Eggleshaw stood out 
as being slightly more at home in their parts.
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The third play, “ A Collection will be made,” produced by the Lower 
Sixth Form, Science and Engineering, was perhaps not so ambitious 
a venture as that of the Arts Sixth, although the cast was bigger. The 
action was freer, and, since it was a farce it lent itself more readily to 
the individual talents of the cast.

G. Garton’s was probably the best performance in the whole pro
gramme ; he sketched in a well-defined caricature of that much- 
abused character, the Very English Parson. C. P. Conduit, as Mrs. 
Anstruther, concealed his sex admirably under a formidable screen of 
feminine whims and wiles ; the remainder of the cast lent noble support 
to these two.

Thanks are due to Derek Price, an Old Boy, and at present producer 
to several Nottingham Amateur Dramatic Societies ; he kindly gave 
of his experience by helping with the make-up. Nor, when thanking 
helpers, must the perspiring scene-shifters, the wizards of the switch
board and other less conspicious assistants be forgotten, particularly 
the School Orchestra which filled in the intervals with music ; they 
played bravely, and sometimes, well. The highest tribute, however, 
must be paid to those who trod the stage and faced the footlights, most 
of them had their first experience of acting, posturing, gesticulating 
and “ speaking up ” for the benefit of an audience gratifyingly sym
pathetic to their inadequate attempts to “ play the man ”

H.F.S.
The programme was as follows :—

I.
T H E  A R R O W  BY D A Y .

(Scene : A Cloth Merchant’s House in Cheapside, during the Plague). 
Simon (a cloth merchant) D. H. Pearce
Anna (his wife) A. Wilson
Lucy (his daughter) E. D. Hopcroft
Hubert (an apprentice) J. Clarke

II.
T H E  P O E T A S T E R S  O F  I S P A H A N .

(Scene: The room of Hallaj, the public letter-writer).
Hallaj (the public letter-writer) J. G. Davey
Nejrihal (a pastry-cook) R. I. Savidge
Ala’d’din (a perfume-seller) D. Garlick
Suliman (a barber) G. Eggleshaw
Guleesh (a miserly silk-mercer) P. Makings
Ibn-Hassim (a wealthy jeweller) D. J. Vranch

[hisSilvermoon (his daughter)
Slaves :—D. Nicholson, J

C. G. Cargill 
D. Culley, P. Clarke.
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A C O L L E C T I O N  W I L L  B E  M A D E .
(Scene: A hotel on the Italian Riviera.).

Rev. Cuthbert Cheese 
Count Martel 'I *■
Paul Roget J Adventurers
Colonel Anstruther 
Mrs. Anstruther 
Proprietor of Hotel 
Waiter 
Page

Stage Lighting — F. Smith, A. C. Krarup, J. A. Stott.
Stage Managers — K. Howard, P. J.Burridge.

Properties and Costumes — P. Rowlson, R. Hudson, F. Casterton, 
W. Wheatley, D. W. Wing.

Music by the School Orchestra:—
E. W. Cox, (Leader), J. C. Barrett, N. C. Binch, J. E. Grainger, 

H. R. Hill, C. Hodgkiss, R. I. Ottrey, F. G. Platt (violins) ; B. J. 
Marette (’Cello) ; A. C. Perkins (Flute) ; J. R. Searson (Piccolo) ; 
J. I. Mattley (Drums) ; E. H. Ward (Piano).

III.

G. Garton
H. F. Black 
G. E. Wilford 
G. Drinkwater 
C. P. Conduit 
W. J. Levene 
C. Wyld
F. K.Hill

BEE-KEEPING CLUB
To us honey lovers it is only natural that we feel a debt of gratitude 

to the bees for wintering so magnificently. As we recall those days 
of frost and biting wind and remember what we suffered, and then 
think of those gallant little bees upon the school roof, battling through 
the winter in order to make us happy with a few pounds of honey, we 
are ashamed of our grumbles.

During the Easter holidays, sugar syrup was fed to the bees to induce 
the queen to start profilic egg-laying and so recover from the inevitable 
losses of the winter and bring the stock to a reasonable strength for 
the coming harvest. Readers will remember the lovely weather we 
had in April, and the general forwardness of bud and blossom ; that 
blossom, our main source of honey in this district, came out prema
turely, and a large percentage of it was ruined by night frosts.

That was only the beginning of bad luck, for since then and even 
up to the time of writing, the weather has continued unkind to the 
bees ; they simply cannot go foraging for nectar and pollen in rain
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and cold or when there’s a 30 m.p.h. gale blowing. So they stay 
indoors, using up their stores of honey, until the summer is so far 
advanced that conditions become serious ; the queen will stop laying 
eggs, and then, with no younger generation being built up, the bees 
become frantic: So the members of the Bee-Keeping Club are re
luctantly discarding dreams of surplus honey.

But optimism is not quite gone ; we still hope for a little honey to 
share amongst the members, although they realise that this is not a 
very good district for bees at the best of times ; and if bad weather 
continues, the best we can expect is that the bees will bring in enough 
honey for themselves to survive the coming winter.

K.C.

THE RABBIT CLUB
c

The Rabbit Club, formed too late in the Autumn Term to have 
had any news to publish in the last “ Centaur ”, may now be said to be 
well established with a large membership. Rabbits, it appears, are 
still popular, in spite of the little bran and oats available ; but perhaps 
their popularity has something to do with the little meat available at 
the butcher’s !

The Club has been organised on company lines with shares for each 
member, so that any profit made is divided up proportionally.

But the Club is more than a profit-making concern ; it meets at 
intervals and on several occasions has been addressed by rabbit breeders 
of the district to the great value of the audience. The stock at present 
consists of two mated Marten Sable does and one mated Blue Fox doe 
(kindly given by Mr. J. Elliott and Mr. H. Carter, both of Arnold) 
and one Black Fox buck (kindly given by F. K. Hill-£</.). Readers 
will realise that this stock is more valuable alive than dead, and the 
growing families provide a never-ending source of interest.

F.K.H.

MUSIC SOCIETY «
The Music Society has continued to flourish this term. Although 

membership is still small we have a nucleus of regular attenders, and 
everybody seems to enjoy these informal meetings thoroughly We 
have heard, from the limited selection of recordings at our disposal, 
works varying from Tschaikowsky’s famous Piano Concerto to the
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gay lyrics and music of Gilbert and Sullivan. We are hoping shortly 
to increase our collection of records, but at present opinion seems 
rather divided about how best to invest our money.

As well as these weekly radio gramophone recitals, our activities 
this term have included visits to orchestral concerts in Nottingham, 
notably concerts by the Hall6 and London Philharmonic Orchestras, 
under the batons of such eminent conductors as John Barbirolli, Karl 
Rankl, and Heinz Unger.

The soloists have included Nicoli Henriot, the newly liberated 
French pianist, and Eileen Joyce.

Several members of the Society, — and several non-members — 
attended the theatre to see a performance of “ Swan Lake ” , “ Every
man ”, “ Danses Espagnoles ” , and “ Prince Igor Dances ” , by the 
International Ballet Company.

We hope to continue these meetings next term and all members 
of the school interested in music are cordially invited to join us.

R.S.

HOUSE NOTES
Blue H ouse.

The spring term closed on a disappointing note for Blue House, as 
neither rugger team had won the cup.

The senior XV, although very strong on paper, played feebly against 
Green House, mainly because so many of the proper team were absent. 
The result was that they lost the match by 1 point. The match v. 
Red House showed the real qualities of the team, which was the only 
one to beat Red. In this match every player showed an enthusiasm 
missing in the previous matches.

At the beginning of the season, the juniors seemed very unpromising, 
lacking size and talent, but they showed such a determination that they 
nearly won the junior cup. Incidentally it proved the value of the 
practices that the juniors had attended but not always appreciated.

The summer term began with fresh hopes of three more cups — 
the Sports, Swimming and Cricket Cups. After an exciting finish, 
the Sports Cup went to Green House. Well done, Greens ! Of the 
Blue teams, the middles were the best, but the senior and juniors were 
rather weak in the field events. One more win, or five more high 
standards, and the sports cup would have been retained by Blues ; a 
warning to every boy to make the most of his opportunities next year.
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With the inauguration of the new swimming rule, Blue House has 
once more led the way with a new scheme, which has already met with 
success, and the first certificates have been gained.

To make sure of winning the swimming cup, a large majority of 
points from certificates must be built up, and so each boy should make 
an effort to gain any certificate he has not yet passed.

The cricket house matches always yield the most surprising results, 
and it is difficult to assess the chance of a house team. We have in 
W. L. Bircumshaw and A. Wheatley two very capable and keen 
cricket captains, who are doing their best to arrange practices for the 
juniors.

Two members of the House, F. Mills and W. L. Bircumshaw were 
both successful in obtaining scholarships in the County Senior Exams., 
and F. Milk also won a Scholarship at Nottingham University College. 
Congratulations to these two boys.

The following House colours have been awarded since the last 
issue of the magazine.
Rugger.

Senior:—R. Brown, W. L. Bircumshaw, J. E. Grainger, I. O’Sulli
van, J. Martin, A. I. Beeston.

Junior:—D.’ Oliver, J. A. Cliff, B. M. Buswell, D. Smart, T . F. 
Scrupps, P. R. Higham, D. F. Southern.

Sports.
Senior:—J. K. Haywood, W. L. Bircumshaw.
M iddle:—G. N. Roberts, J. E. G. Etches, K. M. Wardle.
Junior:—D. Smart, P. G. Perkins.

G reen House.

The results of the Rugby season were not all that might have been 
desired. It is true that the Seniors earned a share in the Senior 
Rugger Cup, but the Juniors did not come up to expectations, and 
barely managed to secure third place.

But disappointments in this sphere were more than remedied by 
our well-deserved victory in the School Sports. On this occasion, 
the Juniors particularly distinguished themselves, and revealed to all 
that Green House has a great athletic future.

As a result of these efforts, we find that the three following Houses, 
Red, Blue and Green, have each obtained an equal number of points 
in the struggle for the Hurt Cup. The events to come are the swim
ming sports and the Cricket competition. In relation to the former,
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it is essential that all members able to obtain swimming certificates of 
any nature should do so, in order to give the House a substantial 
number of points before the actual contest itself. It is not wise for 
anyone to predict the results of the Cricket competition. But all 
should remember that complete success can only be achieved by effort, 
and if sufficient effort is expended, the House should do well. We 
can look forward to the future, then, with confidence. For the House 
is capable of great things, and it rests with us to prove it to the world.

W.E.C.
Red H ouse.

So far, Reds are fulfilling their expectations, for on the results of the 
Rugby House Matches and the Athletic Sports Reds tie with Blue and 
Green Houses in the competition for the Hurt Cup.

The Junior Rugby XV did exceptionally well, for only three points 
were scored against it, and the team, captained by Young, is to be 
congratulated on its well-earned success in winning the Orchard Cup. 
The Senior team played very hard in all three matches with the result 
that they shared the cup with Green House and Blue House.

In the Athletic Sports, the Red competitors acquitted themselves 
well ; consequently, the House had gained as many points as Blue 
and Green Houses before the last race, the junior relay ; unfortunately, 
our team was not strong enough and in the final results we were 
placed third. Nevertheless, our efforts showed considerable improve
ment on those of previous years.

The prospects for the House are quite promising. The Juniors 
should repeat their success of last year, for several of them play for 
the School under 14 team. The Seniors’ team is not strong on paper, 
but with enthusiasm it should prove a strong contestant for the cup.

The Swimming Sports will also be held this term ; a sound basis 
of points must be gained before the actual Sports by gaining certificates 
and by teaching other boys to swim.

In the next issue, I hope to be able to report our success in gaining 
the Hurt Cup.

J.K.G.
Yellow House.

The results of the house competitions in Rugby and the Sports 
have been most disappointing for Yellow House. As far as Rugby 
is concerned, the Seniors were unfortunately handicapped by illness, 
while the Junior team did not come up to our early expectations, though 
some of the team showed promising signs of ability.
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It was hoped that the Sports would improve our position, but here 
again, the performance of the House was somewhat deplorable. The 
trouble was that not enough standards were gained before the actual 
Sports, and we were not able to make up the deficit in points, with 
the result that we found ourselves at the foot of the list. These 
failings must be noticed and remedied in preparation for next year’s 
activities.

However, there still remain the Junior and Senior Cricket Cups 
and also the Swimming Cup. There is no reason why we should 
remain in our present low position, since we possess a fairly good 
Senior side, whilst the Juniors show considerable promise. And if 
every boy in the House tries to gain at least one swimming certificate 
or learns to swim, we shall have a reasonable chance of carrying off 
this cup also.

J.W.S.

IN DERBYSHIRE AT EASTER
Between the 4th and 11th of April, a keen observer might have 

noticed a small group of persons, attired in shorts and carrying large 
packs, tramping the highways and byways of Derbyshire. The 
party, nine in number, was none other than a portion of our own Sixth 
Form engaged in the pastime (?) of hiking, and accompanied by a 
member of the Science Staff and an Old Boy. The following is a 
brief account of what may be termed the salient features of the expedi
tion.

Hill climbing was much in evidence, as we discovered on the first 
day, when ascent and descent was made of a hill known as Thorpe 
Cloud. From the summit we admired the view and performed 
experiments in rocket propulsion, the rockets having been manufac
tured beforehand by two members of the party specially for the occasion.

A visit to the Blue-John mines near Castleton provided a good deal 
of amusement. The visitor can, for the payment of a small fee, be 
shown round by a guide who also undertakes to explain the phenomena 
found within. Having been provided with candles, we followed our 
guide into the interior of the earth where he proceeded to deliver a 
lecture in which the subjects of “ inverted-potholes ” and “ that there 
cave what I ’m going to show you next ” figured largely.

Several of our number specialised on the navigational side of the 
proceedings and with varying degrees of success. Towards the end 
of each day, when sore feet were beginning to make themselves felt, 
the map-reader came in for a good deal of abuse. However, we never 
got completely lost and the expedition was an absolute success from 
beginning to end, due in no small measure to Mr. Packer who had 
ensured that the party would be well housed and fed.

C.P.C. (VI. L. Sc).
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A VISIT TO FINE WIRES LTD.
On April 18th two parties from the Fifth and Sixth Forms paid 

interesting visits to the Castle Boulevard Factory of Fine Wires, Ltd.,
On arrival each party split up into two groups, each of which was 

conducted round the factory by a representative of the Company.
That the name of the Company was well chosen was soon evident 

and we marvelled at the dexterity with which wires finer than human 
hair were covered with nylon, cotton and silk by machines developed 
to this pitch of efficiency during the war years.

But what made the visit specially attractive was the opportunities 
provided for us to handle and use the instruments. Some tried 
electric welding of copper wires (producing queer bulbous joints), 
some transmitted messages by short wave radio and by teleprinters 
to others a distance away.

There was an excellent demonstration by the R.A.F. of electrical 
devices used by Bomber Command, including emergency radio sets, 
R.A.F. dinghy equipment, a miniature telephone exchange and various 
other sets for special purposes.

The R.A.F. men in charge were very helpful and we are most grate
ful to the management for an interesting and instructive afternoon — 
even remunerative to those who obtained samples of the products ; 
the wire famine in the Physics Lab. was temporarily relieved.

G.G. (L. VI. Sc.)

ILLUMINATION
During the morning of Monday, 5th March, smaller boys crowded 

around a G.E.C. van, from which emerged a youth almost overwhelmed 
with an assortment of lamps and electrical apparatus.

It was with a rather subdued excitement then, that the scientific 
members of the upper school filed, later in the day, into the lecture 
room, for it was clear that this lecture was to be “ different ”.

These high spirits fell a little when the lecturer, Mr. G. Caunt, 
commenced by — as he tactfully put it — ‘ reminding ’ us of some 
of the basic definitions of photometry and of the spectrum. But 
this period was very brief and he was soon discussing the different 
types of lamps and their particular virtues, somewhat startling his 
audience when he stated the low efficiency of an electric light bulb, 
even that of the most modern type.
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But by far the most appreciated part was when, near the end, Mr. 
Caunt gave a demonstration of the lamps he had mentioned, ranging 
from the early carbon filament lamp to the modem, mercury and 
argon, low pressure, discharge lamps.

Members of the audience who had been wondering why three pieces 
of seemingly blank paper had been pinned upon the board, then had 
their curiosity satisfied. Shining an ultra-violet lamp on them, Mr. 
Caunt at once revealed delightful pictures, which had been painted 
on previously in fluorescent powders.

Questions were invited afterwards and the apparatus was examined 
and handled ; and a discussion on Illumination Engineering as a 
career ended an unusually interesting and instructive lecture.

It had been, as those who attended discovered, not merely a low 
advertising trick on the part of G.E.C., but an interesting talk, delivered 
by Mr. Caunt with the habitual ease of the practised orator, and the 
sure knowledge of the expert.

“ We came ; we saw ; we were illuminated ” .
H.A.P. (VI. U. Eng.)

THE CAMPAIGN IN SICILY
The school assembled on February 8th to hear Major Cranfield, 

School Liaison Officer of Northern Command, relate his personal 
experiences in the invasion of Sicily. About 6' 2" in height, with 
flaxen hair and a jutting jaw, he strode on to the platform, and pinned 
his map on the blackboard. Making sure he could be heard at the 
back of the hall, he began his narrative.

The mighty convoy in which was his ship, a pre-war luxury liner, 
had sailed up the Red Sea, through the Suez Canal and on to Malta. 
On board ship the officers were given their instructions and they 
studied their maps closely, meanwhile learning to overcome seasickness.

At Malta a convoy of Americans joined them and the armada set 
• off in perfect weather, which on the evening before D-Day changed 

for the worse. Zero hour was two o’clock in the morning of July 
10th (1943), and half an hour before this, landing craft, each containing 
30 men, were violently dropped into the sea, becoming from then 
onwards under the care of the navy.

In the high seas the major’s craft missed the rendezvous, and became 
lost, but finally beached in Sicily five miles from the appointed place.

The men did not meet much opposition and were soon installed, 
and, advancing towards a cross roads that had to be taken, reached it 
in fact before the others.
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Later, they came to a ravine about a mile long and a quarter of a 
mile wide, on the opposite side of which the Germans had dug them
selves in, leaving snipers in the trees on the Allied side. It was some 
days before conditions were made so hot for them that they retreated 
from the ravine, leaving the way open. As the Allies approached 
Mount Etna, lighting took place in lava beds — and here the major’s 
story finished, for he was wounded in three places and taken back to 
base in an ambulance !

The School had listened enthralled to this story and now he was 
subjected to the hottest barrage of questions ever fired at a lecturer, 
and from them information on gliders, paratroops, booby traps, etc. 
was patiently and vividly given. His visit made 8th February a 
red-letter day in the School calendar.

A.I.B. (VI. U. Sc.)

SMOKE ABATEMENT
On Tuesday, February 6th, Mr. R. N. Webb, gave a lantern lecture 

to the Fifth and Science Sixth Forms on “ Smoke Abatement
He began by remarking that when coal is burnt in an open fire, 

only 20% of the possible value of the coal is obtained, and smoke, 
filled with coal-tar and other substances injurious to human beings, 
is precipitated into the air.

He showed us a slide of the Taj Mahal, a building which has stood 
in India for 500 years, yet has not, owing to the lack of smoke in the 
atmosphere, decayed in any way ; he contrasted this with the state 
of the British Houses of Parliament. Slides of our largest cities on 
smokeless and normal days prompted the speculation — why should 
Britain’s youth be brought up in this smoky atmosphere ?

He told us of an alternative method of using Britain’s coal supplies, 
which, at the present rate of consumption, would last only 300 to 400 
years. He proposed to use this coal to make gas, thus using up 70% 
of its possible value, and obtaining valuable by-products.

Mr. Webb then explained the production of coal-gas, beginning 
with its transport to the gas-works — which need not be the unsightly 
buildings we know.

The coal, he said, was distilled in retorts of the horizontal, inclined 
or vertical type (slides of which he showed us), over coke fires. In 
this way a gas was provided which, after the removal of tar by porous, 
brickwork filters, of hydrogen sulphide gas by absorbers, of ammon- 
iacal liquor by condensers, and of benzene, napthalene and toluene by
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oil scrubbers, was allowed to enter one of the three types of gas-holders, 
after passage through various instruments for pressure regulation and 
for purification.

He described how the process was made economical by the coke, 
tar and other two thousand by-products obtained ; saccharines and 
fertilisers were two such products.

After this most interesting and enjoyable lecture, Mr. Webb ans
wered questions put to him by members of the audience.

W.J.L. (VI. L. Sc.)

ENTERTAINMENT IN INDIA
Once out of Calcutta or any town of consequence, the question of 

entertainment becomes increasingly acute, and cinemas in particular 
lose their luxurious comfort and Odeonic perfection. The only 
choice for the troops in lesser towns and villages is either a hastily 
erected edifice or an existing place which presents ‘ Western ’ pictures 
every other night, and Indian shows for the remainder of the week. 
If there are two projectors, then such a cinema is an exception to the 
rule, for invariably there is only one, and that breaks down at least 
once during the performance, in addition to the necessary hiatuses 
due to the change of reels. One picture house had the irritating habit 
of showing films from which trailers had been taken for advertising 
purposes, hence some of the most dramatic denouements were missing.

The open-air mobile cinema is in a different category. To see 
moving pictures on a naked screen set up in the jungle, is at first, 
incongruous, and gives the impression that Man is intruding on Nature’s 
private property in all her wildest glory. At the same time however 
it is spectacular, and if the mind is divorced from the show for a second 
or two and the scene considered as a ‘ whole ’ then novelty combined 
with incongruity creates a very impressive atmosphere, even inspiring. 
Generally speaking, Nature is kind during a performance and though 
there is little doubt over a clear cool night during the dry season, some 
other element may interfere with proceedings. Big game seldom 
charge direct through the screen, but flying insects make good use of 
the projected beam, and it’s not uncommon to find a bewildered lizard 
or two wandering over the faces of some of our greatest actors. Lizards 
are no respecters of persons.

Prevailing conditions produce their own degrees of fantasy ; but a 
really bizarre experience was the result of a technicolor show held 
unwittingly on the eve of a storm. Imagine a screen erected in front 
of three large evergreen trees (for protection), before an eager crowd 
seated on tins, boxes and seats made from tree trunks, lit from behind
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by an almost full moon. On the horizon dark clouds are visible in 
the half-light advancing towards the moon slowly but surely. The 
picture commences — a typical American production — the lavish, 
florid technicolour contrasting vividly with the surrounding silver
greyness. A premonitory warning starts hundreds of birds chattering 
in the trees, then with tropic suddenness a gust of wind sweeps over 
the scene accompanied by a streak of lightning which appears to en
circle the whole area. Thunder is heard in the distance which seems 
to suggest that the full force of the storm will be averted. The edge 
of the down-pour of rain just catches the audience unawares however 
and without taking their eyes off the show, capes, blankets and seats 
arc used as protection, and through the haze, still lit by an almost full 
moon, the splendour of the colour film continues with iridescent 
defiance. Lightning flashes with momentary brightness and gusts 
of wind carry away the rolls of thunder leaving behind the sweet music 
which nonchalantly carries on.

The rain ceases abruptly with a sharp gust of wind which tempor
arily puts the picture out of focus, but the lightning persists, making 
bizarre shadows with the trees and audience, and trying to outwit the 
flamboyant colours on the screen. Suddenly the moon disappears 
behind a hurrying cloud as if in a cheap pantomime, then the subse
quent darkness makes the technicolours stand out with stereoscopic 
clarity — a living rainbow against a back-cloth of jet.

The birds are silent now and music fills the air uninterrupted ; 
lightning still flashes, revealing the eager faces of a relieved crowd, the 
show goes on . . .  .

C. B. S tallard (1929—30)

FROM UNIVERSITY LETTERS
(a) Nottingham University College.

Not many months have passed since I became an Old Boy of the 
Henry Mellish and so my memory retains clearly the reactions I 
experienced when I “ went up ” to University College, Nottingham.

The slight feeling of apprehension that one feels on entering such 
a strange, new life soon passes as one encounters other “ freshers ” 
who will be members of the same faculty for the next few years. With 
the arrival of timetables one soon discovers that the amount of benefit 
derived from the course depends entirely on oneself. To occupy 
any free time during the day, when the call of study is not too insistent, 
there are many societies to cater for all tastes and it is of paramount 
importance that freshers should take an active part in College social 
life from the commencement of their College career.
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A striking feature of College life is the opportunity which it affords 
to students to rid themselves of the ties of conventionalism, thus 
developing confidence and character. For example, no one who has 
not participated can know the delight in congregating in some public 
spot to give vent to a College Yell . . . .

However, in the midst of all the activity of College life, it is important 
not to lose sight of the fact that, with the termination of the academic 
year, come the degree examinations which, after all, are the real 
reasons for a College career, although, on the other hand, it must be 
remembered that a student’s success in College is not measurable only 
by his degree but also by the less definable elements which result 
from student life.

P. J. Gadd.

(b) University of St. Andrews.
The University Session has been brought to a Wagnerian close 

once more in the scurry of degree examinations. This term has 
brought, not only the common round of studies, but also the beginning 
of the gradual change back to a peace-time University. Students, 
like myself, of the war vintage, are wondering what changes will 
present themselves in the next few years. Former students will be 
returning from the Services. It is for them to judge whether those 
students who were allowed to remain have been able to maintain the 
life and traditions of the University.

I intend however, not to write an article entitled “ A University 
at War ” , but to give you some information about St. Andrews in 
general. Founded in 1411, it is the third oldest university in 
Britain, although in size it is probably one of the smallest, with only 
about 700 students. There is, however, a University College in 
Dundee, the two centres providing the usual Faculties — Arts, Science, 
Medicine, Divinity, etc.

It is difficult for me to describe the town itself — the grey stone 
buildings and cobbled streets, the ruins of the Cathe’dral and of the 
old castle. The immediate impression is of greyness and strength, 
strength to withstand the fury of the winter gales as they sweep in 
across the North Sea. The beauty of St. Andrew’s provides ample 
scope for the poet, as readers of Andrew Lang will know.

Perhaps to counter the greyness of the buildings and of the Northern 
skies the gowns of the undergraduates are not of the usual sombre 
black, but are scarlet in colour. This is a reminder of the Middle 
Ages when gowns were nearly all of vivid hue. One Pope issued a
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Bull (not the famous Ferdinand) ordering all students to wear black. 
Even in those days St. Andrew’s was a home of religious dissension, 
so the decree was ignored, and the red gowns remained.

St. Andrews is the only Scottish University which is at all residential 
in the Oxford sense. This, together with the small size, tends to 
produce a spirit of unity throughout the University which it would 
be difficult to produce in a larger body. This unity was reflected 
in the celebrations of V-E day — commencing at 11 a.m. when all 
the students congregated in the Lower College Quad. After the 
chimes of the hour had died away, the Kate Kennedy bell was rung, 
for the first time in two centuries. The students then joined in the 
song which is the universal song of students — ‘ Gaudeamus igitur 
From the Quad, we all moved into the Chapel for a short service of 
thanksgiving. That the students assembled together, not only for 
the dances and celebrations of the evening, but also for the praise and 
worship of the morning, is symbolic of the spirit of St. Andrews.

J. A. Lawrie.

NEWS OF OLD BOYS
Awards.

John Felstead Kelham (1931—36) Acting Flight-Lt., R.A.F.V.R. 
No. 158 Squadron has been awarded the D.F.C. On his second tour of 
operations, the citation states, this officer has consistently displayed 
determination, courage and leadership of a high order. In December 
1944 he was captain of an aircraft attacking railway sidings at Cologne 
in daylight. Accurate A.A. fire made the approach to the target 
hazardous but this officer persevered. A shell hit the aircraft, 
shattering the windscreen and holing the fuselage. Although badly 
shaken F/Lt. Kelham recovered from brief loss of control and made 
a straight run over the target. The bombs were accurately released 
and an excellent photograph obtained. This captain’s fine airmanship 
and determination have set a sterling example to his crew and have 
ensured the success of many missions.

Clayton, D. A. (1933—38) F/O. R.A.F. has been mentioned in 
despatches (April ’45) for good services as a navigator. He was a 
member of the School A.T.C. previous to his being called to the 
Forces.

Storer, A. (1931—38) Sub.-Lt. R.N., has been mentioned in 
despatches. The citation reads “ The King has been graciously 
pleased to give orders for the following mentions in Despatches for
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bravery and skill in mine-clearing operations in enemy-held ports 
during the invasion of Normandy and the Low Countries.”

Quinney, H. (1930—35) Sgt., R.A.S.C. has been mentioned in 
despatches for “ meritorious service in Burma while serving in the 
Indian Army Corps of Clerks.”

Congratulations.
H. G. Willcock, B.Sc. (1933—40) on his marriage at St. Wilfrid’s 

Parish Church, Kirkby-in-Ashfield to Miss Margaret Blundy.
C. R. Taylor (1935—39) Flight/Sgt. R.A.F. on his marriage. He 

was engaged January 1st, 1944 to Cpl. Muriel A. Herbert (W.C.A.F.) 
of Vancouver, Canada. They were married February 22nd, 1944 at 
Amprior, Ontario. Sgt. Taylor had to return to England in April. 
His wife was discharged from the Canadian Services in December 
1944 and arrived in England in April 1945.

Casualties.
Dennis Jones (1936—41) Sgt. R.A.F. has been reported missing, 

believed killed, on his first operational flight.
H. R. Briggs (1931—36) F/O., R.A.F., has been reported by the 

International Red Cross (December 1944) to have been buried with 
all his crew in the Military Cemetery at Beauvais. He joined the 
regular Air Force in March 1939, served in France as a wireless 
operator in 1940 and was commissioned in 1943. Since then he had 
piloted a Lancaster on 28 operations, including heavy raids on Berlin 
and other German cities.

Returned P.O.W.
We are pleased to note the safe return of the following :—
C. R. Burnell (1930—34) captured in North Africa.
F. Chapman (1929—31) captured in Greece.
T. Morley (1932—39) captured in North Africa.

G eneral.
R. F. Jackson (1931—38) Cpl. R.A., C.M.F., was wounded by 

shell fire on January 12th this year. He is now almost right again, 
but is, in our latest news, posted to a base job.

Christmas Greetings were received at School from W. E. Curtis 
(1933—40) Sgt. R.A.F. then in France ; R. S. Shelton (1935—40) 
Spr. R.E., H.Q. Movements, Italy, C.M.F. ; Mr. S. Knox, P/O. 
R.A.F. stationed in India ; Mr. W. A. Stevenson from Italy.
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Mr. Knox has met P/O. R. M. Binch (1932—37) in India.
E. Reeve (1931—36) L/Cpl. is now with 200 W /T. Section, “ A ” 

Indian L. of C. Signals, P.A.I. Force.
Stuart Whyatt (1933—36) L.A.C., R.A.F., volunteered for service 

in September 1940. He was posted overseas in September 1943 and 
is now with the C.M.F.

O. Smith (1929—36) Lt. R.E. sent more news in April 1945, in
cluding the statement, “ I am about to enjoy repatriation ”. He 
has been in India and states that since leaving home in July 1941 he 
has done some 50,000 miles by all means of conventional and unusual 
types of transport He regrets having seen only one Old Boy.

T. P. Attwood (1929—35) who is also a Sapper Officer.
C. E. Marshall (1929—30) Lt. Indian Army (A.S.C.) has been on 

leave. He has had a long spell in Persia and Iraq with Supply Columns 
to Russia. Whilst there he met two Old Boys, Lt. B. Hogg (1930—35) 
and Sgt. R. F. Thompson (1930—34) the latter being engaged also 
on transport duties.

R. D. Learning (1933—39) R.A.F., was in England still in April. 
His brother H. L. Learning (1929—35) was out as Medical Officer 
with the Burma Army stationed in the Mandalay district at a Field 
Hospital.

E. Allen (1930—36) Sgt. R.A. has been on leave from Burma, 
returning from Meiktila after being away four years.

C. Holmes (1937—42) T.A.G. is at Lee-on-Solent back from a 
Course in Canada.

T . E. Sutton (1936—40) E.A.4 and D. J. D. Tye (1935—40) L/AF 
(O) are both at H.M.S. Nuthatch, R.N.A.S. Anthorn.

B. R. Smith (1929—35) is in Greece.
T. G. Dable (1935—40) is with B.L.A. near Hamburg and expecting 

leave this month (June).
F. R. Jones (1937—41) met J. Bonser (1936—42) during his F.A.A. 

training course at “ St. Vincent ” ,
P. B. Redgate (1935—40) Radar Mechanic is back from a course in 

U.S.A.
T. Greenhalgh (1936—41) is at Alexandria.
L. A. Wright (1937—42) is in India.
K. A. Dench (1938—43) is now R.N.
L. G. Guilor (1936—41) who is now in the Isle of Man, was on 

leave about Easter and met E. Savage (1936—41) R.A.F., G. B. 
Smedley (1936—41) Spr. R.E. and K. C. Buckle (1936—41).
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These four Old Boys were form mates for five years.
J. H. Sterland (1938—44) is having a successful cricket season 

playing for Underwood.
J. A. Blair (1940—42) is a Met. Operator, R.A.F. He met P. A. 

Morley on the boat going out to India.
S. Best (1929—35) F/O. R.A.F., is stationed in Burma.
Mr. R. T. Prescott, Capt. R.E. was (January 1945) at H.Q. in Italy. 

He has now been abroad for over three years. His communication 
was written from the Palazzo Venezia.

G. Frost (1934— 39) A.C.I.,'R.A.F., wrote’us'in January from B.L.A
C. G. Clarke (1932—35) L/Sgt. R.A., was in April at R.H.Q./53, 

Air landing Light Regt., R.A., B.L.A.
P. A. Morley (1933—41) with the Military Police is now giving 

Educational Lectures for the Army at Secunderabad, India Command^
Mr. S. Knox is Warden of an R.A.F. Rest Centre in Calcutta.
K. C. Buckle (1936—42) with the Navy, was early this year in 

America. In May he was at Malta.
E. D. Cooper (1933—38) W/O. R.A.A.F. at an allocation centre 

in Scotland met J. R. Brown (1933—38) Flt./Sgt. R.A.F.
J. Heath (1935—40) is with S.E.A.A.F. At Ranchi he met B. R. 

Green (1931—39) and together they visited the Hundroo Falls, which 
revived memories of Aber and Stretton.

Richard K. Bailey (1931—36) has been engaged this year in enter
taining troops on the continent, visiting such places as Paris, Versailles, 
Lille, Brussels and Eindhoven. He had a “ dress circle ” view of the 
last great operation and writes “ The sheer quantity of a 24 hour 
convoy or a 2000 plane airborne operation is overwhelming to watch, 
let alone to m eet” .

John F. Kelham (1931—36) F/Lt., R.A.F., has been transferred 
to B.O.A.C.

W. H. M. Bailey (1930—36) was formerly serving with the R.A.M.C. 
After attaining commissioned rank he was invalided out of the Service. 
Since then he has had a tour with E.N.S.A. in Italy and is now a member 
of the Birmingham Repertory Company.

J. C. D. Cownie (1935—40) L/A.C., R.A.F., was invalided from 
the Forces in 1944.

F. E. Street (1935—39) is with the Merchant Navy.
T. S. Crossland (1934—39) is now in the Far East.
E. Frith (1938—40) is now a P/O., R.A.F.



THE CENTAUR Thirty-seven *

C. Good (1931—38) has been in the Middle East for years. He 
is now W/O. 2, holding the position of Sup./Clk. in R.E.M.E. at H.Q. 
Base Workshops. He is due for repatriation this year and will proBably 
be home during the summer.

E. G. Edwards (1936—41) is stationed at Eastleigh in East Africa, 
where he is servicing R.A.F. aircraft.

S. G. Peach (1938—43) is at present at H.M.S. St. Vincent. He 
hopes to go to Trinidad shortly to continue his training as an observer 
for the F.A.A.

Since our last issue the following have visited the School and signed 
Mr. White’s Book :—

Lt. (E) A. C. Dabell, R.N. ; D. Flint ; Fus. O. R. Barnsley ; P/O.
D. J. Arrand, R.A.F. ; H. R. Potter, L.R.M., F.A.A. ; Lt. J. H. 
Riley, R.N.V.R. ; Cpl. G. C. Cree, R.S. ; P/O. T. R. Pilkington, 
F.A.A. ; G. W. M. Spray, O/Tel. W/M, R.N. ; O/S. J. R. Parr, 
R.N.V.R. ; Tpr. J. Fisher, 4 C.L.Y. ; K. Hall, AM/L., F.A.A. ;
E. Bacon, L/Tel., R.N. ; Sigm. A. Leivers, R.S. ; E. D. Cooper 
W/O., R.A.A.F. ; Cdr. D. T. Bowmar, R.N. ; Pte M. Webster, S. 
Foresters ; C.Q.M.S. C. H. Eggleston, R.S. ; P/O. J. S. Whaley, 
R.A.F. ; P/O. A. G. Weller, R.A.F. ; Sgm. L. Morley, R.S. ; AC.2. 
P. W. Elliott, R.A.F. ; AC.l. F. W. Broughton, R.A.F. ; Sub. Lt.
H. J. Farrand, R.N.V.R. ; Cpl. C. Brown, R.E. ; P.O.R.M. A. 
Greenhalgh, F.A.A. ; O/S. I. E. Dring, R.N.V.R. ; L/Cpl. D. Red- 
feam, Army ; Capt. E. Wheldon, R.A.S.C. ; Lt. H. D. Whitehead, 
R.S. ; S/Lt. (A) R. H. Billson, R.N.V.R. ; Mid (A) G. Lansdall and 
Mid (A) J. F. Brothwell, R.N.V.R. ; Lt. P. Flint, Para Rgt. ; Cadet 
W. H. Sharp, R.E.M.E. ; N.A.2 F. Cottee, R.N.V.R. (A) ; Cpl. R. 
Jephson, R.A.F. ; S/Lt. K. Oldershaw, R.N.V.R. ; A/P.O., R.M. 
J. A. Sherwood, R.N.V.R. ; L/R. Mech. E. Luddington, R.N.V.R. ; 
Mid. (A) G. W. Holroyd, R.N.V.R. ; L/R. Mech. T. R. Feam, 
R.N.V.R. ; S/Lt. (A) Russell Ball, R.N.V.R. ; L.A.C. E. Savage, 
R.A.F. ; W/O. T. Morley, R .A .F.; N.A.2 G.Knight, R.N.V.R. ; 
F/Lt. S. H. Britton, R.A.F. ; S/Lt. J. T. Topping, R.N.V.R. ; S/A. 
J. A. Buckle, R.N. ; Sgt. H. Cuthbert, R.A.F. ; Gdsmn. P. H. 
Cottrill, Irish Guards ; S/Lt. D. M. Dolman, R.N.V.R.

TEN YEARS AGO
(Extracts from “ The Centaur," Vol. 4, No. 9.)

Rugby — Three boys, Petch, Ledger and Jordan, obtained their 
County Colours in the Christmas vacation ; Ledger scored in every 
game.
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On Monday, 4th March 1935, there was a Cross Country contest 
with the High Pavement School, when Newbold, Brooks D., and 
Travers (all H.M.) were the first three home.

The Second Annual Inter-School Sports were held at Highfields 
on 9th April ; the School came up to expectations but the High 
Pavement team, through its superiority in sprinters, was an easy 
winner.

During the five years since the Library was begun, 1700 volumes 
were acquired and £240 spent on library requirements.

The Mellish Society held four indoor and seven outdoor meetings, 
including visits to the Council House, Bestwood Colliery, and the 
Raleigh Cycle Works — as well as an eighty miles cycle ride with 
four hours of rain, five degrees of frost, a thirty m.p.h. gale, two 
punctures and three lamps that refused to work.

The Headmaster, Mr. T. O. Balk, left in July to take a similar 
position at the Hackney Downs School, London.

A School Camp was held at Great Langdale in the Lake District, 
and a school holiday was arranged in Brittany.

THOUGHTS ON LEAVING SCHOOL
Have you ever thought of what you’re going to do when you leave 

school ? It’s not so easy to choose a career as you might think. 
Some say—Follow the subjects that you are good at. But then, what 
happens to fellows like you and me who are good at nothing and to 
whom the very word ‘ career ’ is distasteful and savours unpleasantly 
of work ?

However, I can see that I shall have to choose something pretty 
soon or else my old-age pension will be on top of me before I know 
where I am. One close and sarcastic relation suggested finding a 
book of careers and picking one out with a pin, but then, with luck 
like mine, I’m pretty certain to pick something repulsive. Naturally 
I don’t want any old job—positively nothing less than £20 per week 
will suit me. By the way, a word of advice here : Be wary of jobs 
that look too easy—school-teaching, for example.

Mother, the only one who really appreciates my latent talent, re
cently suggested, though the suggestion was accompanied by cat-calls 
of derision from Father, that I should offer myself as an M.P. At 
this, my grandmother, a kind old lady with a somewhat nervous 
disposition, began to cry and was led out. Despite these interrup
tions, however, I considered the matter deeply. The thought of
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this effortless life instantly appealed to me and I imagined that I 
could bear the discomfort of sleeping on a bench in the Commons, 
but the diabolical thought that I might be, in a moment of weakness, 
trapped into making a speech immediately revolted me.

After further consideration, seeing that I am capable of light house
work, I have decided to stay at home and help Mother.

D.W.W. (VI. L. A.).

DISSERTATION ON POTATOES.

“ Eat more and more potatoes,
Eat less and much less bread ”
Was what the radio announced all day,
And all the posters read.

The local fish and chip saloons
Received an extra ration
Of lard, or what they cook chips in,
To help to save the nation.

Brown bread may have its vitamins,
Which no doubt do you good,
But for wealth in carbohydrates,
Eat the common, garden spud.

Potatoes hot, potatoes cold,
Potatoes boiled and fried,
Potato flour in bread and cake,
Even potatoes dried !

Potatoes give you energy,
They will enrich your blood,
Do not eat our precious wheat,
Eat plates of ’tato food.

But now what do the posters say,
In letters black and red ?

“ Potatoes are becoming scarce ;
You must eat much more bread ! ”

A.I.B. (VI. U.Sc.)
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RAIN.
Clouds of dismal, sombre grey 
Crept up the sky, there to stay.
Like curtains to an opening Act—
The play a tragedy, in fact,
Judged by those curtains. The air was still,
The trees were motionless, until,
As from secret hidden source,
Directed by an unseen force,
The wind swept through the naked trees,
And grasses rustled in the breeze.

At first, one splash upon the window-pane ;
Soon, more—a deluge ; then with might and main, 
Wide pools soon filled the hollows on the ground, 
All other noises of the world were drowned 
In thunder and the downpour to the earth.
The birds had gone—gone, too, all sounds of mirth. 
And from the opening in Heaven’s cloudy gate,
The rain tumultuous swept down in full spate.

That night the stars could not be seen 
Above, nor did the evening’s queen 
Cast down her rays to light the way :
The enveloping clouds kept them away.
The roads were shining in the light 
The street-lamps gave from over-head,
But elsewhere all, it seemed, was dead,
That dismal, wet, November night 
As I, to sleep, went up to bed.

K.F.I. (VB).

LEST WE FORGET.
“ To watch when searchlights set the low cloud smoking 

Like acid on m etal: to start 
At sirens, sweat to feel a whole town wince 
And thump, a terrified heart 
Under the bomb-strokes. These to look back on,
Are a few hours’ unrepose ”.

It was a clear night in December 1940. The air was crisp and 
exhilarating ; roofs and palings, covered with a thick layer of hoar 
frost, scintillated in the moonlight. But Mr. Brown of London had
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no thought for these beauties of Nature. On the contrary, he cursed 
the moon, for the mournful note of the sirens had just rent the still 
night air, warning sleeping Londoners of sudden death from the 
skies. He and his family, rudely awakened from their slumbers, sat 
grimly waiting and wondering in the cold damp Anderson shelter, 
installed by Mr. Brown himself in the small back garden of No. 12 
Main Street, Woolwich, S.E.18.

Suddenly they heard a dim rumbling, a sound which they had 
grown to know only too well, a sound like mighty waves breaking 
upon the shore, the sound of gunfire. Nearer and nearer it came in 
ever-increasing volumes, until, with a thunderous detonation, it 
seemed to burst above their very heads ; the Heavy Bofors gun in 
the park nearby had opened fire. And now, into this earsplitting din, 
crept the heavy chug-chug of Junkers’ engines. The terrors of the 
night were overhead.

The barrage from London’s defences now grew to be so intense 
that shrapnel rattled on to corrugated-iron roofs like hailstones. The 
Harmony of Heaven was not sweet. Then came a shrill cutting 
whine from on high, developing into a terrifying shrieking whistle, 
which, obliterating all other sound, penetrated the inner depths of 
one’s being. Instinctively everyone in the skelter ducked, as, with 
a tremendous explosion, the whistling bomb crashed to earth. The 
atmosphere trembled, the ground shook and a giant hand seemed to 
shake the stout little Anderson like an aspen leaf in a gale. For the 
Brown family in that shelter, everything went black.

The wailing of the ‘ All Clear ’ was the first thing that rallied the 
muddled brain of Mr. Brown. He immediately aroused the other 
members of the family, and gave up a fleeting prayer of thankfulness 
as each responded to his gentle shaking. The bomb had not struck 
the shelter and they had survived another night of terror ; so all was 
well.

With difficulty he opened the shelter door. The air hung heavy 
with dust, making it hard to breathe. And the London sky was a 
lurid red from the many fires which burnt into the heart of the capital. 
But all these things Mr. Brown hardly noticed, as, with momentary 
disbelief, he realised that never again would the Browns live at No. 12 
Main Street, Woolwich, S.E.18.

S. F. B. (IllA .)

INTERLUDE.
The usual air of calm brooded over the market-town of Greenhill, 

that is to say, such calm as might be expected on market-day in any 
market-town. Police-Constable Brown and Sergeant Brodie osten
sibly on duty in the market-place, were in reality relaying to each
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other local tit-bits of gossip, and laughing together over what Sergeant 
Brown had actually said when he had spilt the scalding contents of his 
cup of tea over his lap.

It is not surprising therefore that there was quite a furore at the 
hurried advent of a large bull-elephant from the High Street into the 
Market Place. As it was obvious that the elephant was extremely 
annoyed it is perhaps pardonable that Sergeant Brodie temporarily 
lost control of the muscles of his lower jaw. Police-Constable Brown’s 
even less refined contribution was “ Cor ! ” Now this may sound 
very feeble in print but the amount of mingled surprise, awe and 
astonishment that he managed to convey in that one, monosyllable 
was positively astounding.

The effect on the rest of the populace, after its presence had been 
forced upon them by the descent of the elephant upon a fortunately 
deserted greengrocer’s stall was magical. “ Never was so large an 
area cleared of so many people in so short a time ” . It is reported 
that one man coming from the “ Three Bells ” in a somewhat inebri
ated condition, and coming almost face to face with the enraged animal 
—without a word turned on his heel, hurried home and signed the 
Temperance Pledge forthwith.

Not for long however, was the stalwart arm of the law dismayed. 
Sergeant Brodie, who had been endeavouring to swallow something 
apparently about the size of a tennis-ball, at last became articulate: 
“ ’Ere, we’d better do something about this ” . Constable Brown, 
who was also having difficulty with his speech, agreed, though neither 
of them appeared to know exactly what. Apprehensively regarding 
the elephant which had now calmed down and was engaged in mas
ticating the remains of its eighth cabbage they began cautiously to 
approach the stall with some vague idea of propitiating it. Half-way 
there Sergeant Brodie stooped and picked up a large, succulent lettuce 
scattered from the basket of some unfortunate woman who was at that 
moment in hysterics behind the locked door of an adjacent shop. 
With commendable bravery he approached the animal and offered his 
tempting prize. The animal looked coldly at him down his nose (a 
lengthy process), took the lettuce and continued eating. This im
mensely relieved Sergeant Brodie but at the same time somewhat 
nonplussed him. While he was struggling vainly to think what sort 
of noises one makes to appease and attract an elephant, he was aston
ished to observe the nonchalance of a small, nondescript man who 
walked up to the elephant, tickled it on the side of its head and ad
dressed it chummily as “ Billy He turned to the Sergeant and
then followed lengthy explanations of how women are apparently not 
the only creatures who are fickle and afraid of mice. After assuring
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the greengrocer who had ventured forth, that the proprietor of Bangor’s 
Wonderful Circus would be pleased to pay for all damages — the 
keeper led the elephant, who was by now tired of the whole affair, away
towards its waiting enclosure................

An hour later the market-place with typical British phlegm had 
assumed its former air of serenity and the little interlude was over.

W.J.A. (IV A.)

THE LIGHTHOUSE.
The first impression which this immense-man-made pillar of stone 

registers in one’s mind as dusk falls, is one of strength and majesty.
This massive pillar, built out of huge grey blocks of granite, set in 

a sea which is constantly being whipped, to foam by the wind and the 
rain, is truly an awe-inspiring sight at this hour of the day. The 
rocks on which it stands are constantly hidden under angry seas which 
break against the lower walls with a crash like thunder, before breaking 
up into millions of drops of water which illuminate the stone with an 
eerie blue-green glow.

Far above the rocks, the lantern rears itself up to the stars, its yellow 
beam shining for miles across the sea, warning ships of the dangerous 
rocks in that area, and also bringing comfort to the men who sail past 
the lonely shores. On a rail surrounding the lantern are thousands 
of birds resting before their long journey to foreign lands, trying to get 
to the light, and they can be seen beating their wings against the glass ; 
around the bottom of the lantern are a few dead birds which have 
killed themselves by banging too hard against the glass.

Suddenly a light appears at a window halfway up the lighthouse 
and silhouetted against it is the figure of a man wearing a peaked cap 
and smoking a pipe ; then the light goes out, and all trace of life 
leaves the scene.

All that can be seen is this lone sentinel which guards the ships 
from disaster.

E.W.C. (IVA.)
TO HOLIDAYS.

(With apologies to Herrick).
O Holidays ! we hate to see 
You haste away so soon ;
Whitsuntide has passed away,
And now we’ve entered June ;
And August seems so far away,
With exams to come before —
When we hear that word, “ exams ” ,
Our hatred grows still more.
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Yet we have need to worry ;
Matric will soon be here,
And, having shirked, we’re sorry 
To see it drawing near.

S.N.B. (IVA.)

RED-HANDED.

It seemed to turn suddenly and offensively cold and still as he 
swung the heavy door open and stepped over the threshold. There 
before him lay the body, lifeless and stiff. With nervous deliberation, 
he hoisted it upon his back and staggered across to a table, where he 
laid it heavily down. Pausing for a moment to remove a piece of 
gory material from his pocket, he mopped his perspiring brow — yet 
the thermometer emphatically testified to several degrees of frost. A 
clock struck ; he had little time left in which to perform his gruesome 
task and he gripped more tightly the handle of the razor-sharp knife, 
the knuckles of his clammy hands showing white under the skin, in 
the half-light. He must hurry ; he knew what would be the result 
if he were caught “ red-handed Blood followed the knife as he 
bent over the carcass and got to work ; once in a while the butcher 
must reserve for himself a morsel, before the hungry multitudes claim 
it all.

P.B. (VB.)

HIS “ CENTAUR ”

A man in a grey overcoat and brown trilby hat ran down the street 
and leapt aboard a passing bus.

“ ’Ere,” bawled the conductor, “ What do you think you are doing ? 
You might have been killed.”

“ I’m very sorry, but I ’m in a hurry,” the man explained.

Just then the bus slowed down before reaching a bus stop, and the 
man jumped off to the further annoyance of the conductor.

Three seconds later he dashed up the steps to the school front 
entrance, bought something from a rather bewildered master, and then 
sank into a nearby chair. He had just managed to get the last copy 
of the school magazine.

A.B. (IIA.)
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OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION.

Statement of Accounts 31st December, 1944.

Receipts.

Balance 1st Jan.,
£ s. d.

1944 36 10 2
Subscriptions 26 2 6
Donations 2 6 0
Sale of magazines 38 6 2
Advertisers 10 0 0

£113 4 10

Payments.
' , ' £  8. d.

Printing of Magazines 62 7 2
Stationery 1 10 6
Postages 1 0  0
Bank charges and 

cheque book 6 0

Balance, National 
Provincial Bank,
Hucknall.
31st Dec., 1944 48 1 2

£113 4 10

Audited and found correct, 
18th April, 1945. (Signed) F. A. Smith.



G r if f in  & Sp a l d in g  Lt d .
LONG ROW and MARKET STREET 

NOTTINGHAM
BOYS’  WEAR SPECIALISTS

★ W e are your O F F IC IA L  S C H O O L  O UTF ITTERS

TW EEDS SPORTS 
JACKETS
in Brown, Fawn, Blue and 
Fancy Checks

Sizes 7. 14.

38 3̂ to 60J-

GREY FLA N N EL 
TROUSERS

Sizes 7. 14.

2V9 to 30J3

SCHOOL BLAZERS
TIES
CAPS
STOCKINGS 
RUGGER JERSEYS 
SHORTS 
BOOTS



Telephone 43531 & 43532.

SISSON & PARKER
L I M I T E D

BOOKS ON ALL SUBJECTS 
STATIONERY, FOUNTAIN PENS 

H A N D I C R A F T  
FANCY GOODS

W heeler Gate, Nottingham

RELIEVE
STUDY - STRAIN
with

COMFORTABLE SPECTACLES

from

ROWLEY & CO.
30 Wheeler Gate Phone 41971 Nottingham



GUNN & MOORE SPORTS GOODS
THE FINEST OF ALL!

■  CRICKET
■  T E N N IS
■  B A D M IN T O N
■  S Q U A S H
■  HOCKEY

The qualltyof Gunn& Moore 
Sports Goods has been re
nowned all over the world 
since I88S. From the finest 
materials and workmanship 
o b t a i n ab l e  — they  are 

unexcelled.

■  FOOTBALL

■  B O X IN G

■  NETBALL

R  IN D O O R
GAMES

R E P AI R S
We specialize In the re
blading of Cricket Bats 
and Hockey Sticks (any 
make) also restrlnging of 

Rackets.
The work is carried out 
la our usual standard of 
high class craftsmanship, 
making the bats, etc., 
equal to new for practical 
purposes. Note, repair 
work can be carried out 
without limitations. Lists 

oa application.

Owing to the limitation of supplies it >s impossible to 
issue new catalogues. Send your enquiries for new equip
ment and quotation will be sent without obligation.

PERMITS REQUIRED W ITH ORDERS FOR PRIORITY 
SPORTS GOODS.

Gunn & Moore l™
49 CARRINGTON STREET, NOTTINGHAM
T e l e p h o n e  4 0 7 1 4 .  T e l e g r a m s :  "  A u t o g r a p h .  N o t t i n g h a m . '

— ^  - a . 7  ---------------------------------- ..   Lu- —i z z z r r ^ = s ^ B  j

FREDERICK HARRINGTON
DRAPER, FURNISHER
SPECIALIST IN  SCHOOL, HOSPITAL 
AND INSTITUTION REQUIREMENTS

MAKERS OF  
B linds, Curta ins, Pelmets, Loose 
Covers, Stage Curta ins, etc., etc.

6 & 8 Broad Marsh, N ottingham
Telephone! 45045 (2 lines)



Middle Temple Hall.

7b Gloi^/fradition
MANY YEARS OF SERVICE have gone to the 

creation of Marsden's goodwill. Service in peace
time: service in war. Always a consistent desire to 
develop an increasingly efficient organisation for 
the distiibution of good, nourishing, wholesome 
food

Such a tradition has been well worth working 
for. It has proved a tower of strength in these 
anxious days. And the benefits are yours......... I

J .  D. M A R S D E N  LT?
G R O C E R S  F O R  T H E  Q U A L I T Y 1

J .  C L O U G H  *  »O N  

P R lN T K R t . NO TTIN G H A M


