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EDITORIAL
Way back in 1935, an editor of The Centaur apologised for a 

shorter magazine than usual: this, he said, was an economy to 
illow for the inclusion of a photograph of the new headmaster! 
I x plaining an exorbitant price of tenpence, he hinted at the possibility 
■ I ixinkruptcy in high places. Now, in 1964, that same headmaster 
i leaving us; and, by contrast, we include special articles representing 
ill types of persons connected with the School, from Governors to 
< >ld Boys, in addition to a new cover and, of course, the photograph. 
The Centaur's comparative affluence is only the means to this; but 
the reason for our expansiveness is not hard to find: when Mr. 
Houston became headmaster, the School was a bare six years old; 
now it is a respectable thirty-five. H.M.G.S. and Mr. Houston have 
become synonymous in a way we of the younger generation can 
only imagine.

For the first time our cover carries the School motto, Tenax 
Propositi (Tenacious of purpose), and no-one more deserves 
this description than the headmaster we are losing. Running a 
school is a hectic business, done between visits from parents, 
masters and boys, with their problems and their differences, and 
under pressure from officials who want statistics and more statistics. 
For no fewer than twenty-nine years, from the awkward economic 
conditions of the thirties through the War and the radical changes 
of post-war education to the “ Bulge”, Mr. Houston has kept the 
School running smoothly, surely a Herculean task.

Elsewhere, tribute is paid to the headmaster's availability: an 
Old Boy, referring to the years 1935-37, once wrote, “ He never 
seemed too busy to spend an clastic half-hour talking things over 
with an Old Boy”. Again, his liberal attitude to clubs within the 
School is mentioned: in The Centaur of Autumn, '37, Mr. Houston 
is reported as saying, with evident approval, "This term a Model 
Aeroplane Club, a Puppet Society, a Sketching Club and a Senior 
Naturalists’ Club have been formed.” Over the years. The Centaur 
has recorded such varied activities as Rabbit- and Bee-keeping, 
Cycling, Scouting and Bell-ringing, while more sedentary pursuits 
have been carried on in clubs like the Philosophical Society and the 
cercle francais. Scouting, in particular, flourished for many years, 
and furnished The Centaur with anecdotes which make interesting 
and often amusing reading.

That this congenial atmosphere has been maintained for twenty- 
nine years is an achievement to which fifty-eight issues of The 
Centaur have been privileged to bear witness.

G.H.C.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
School Captain:
Vice-Captain:
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

J. G. Stimpson 
R. B. Titman
M. J. Brice, W. F. Bullock, D. G. Coxon,
C. J. Elton, A. L. Fisher, A. H. Johnson, 
R. G. Marquand, K. R. Mills, M. G. Peck, 
R. Reed, G. Richards, P. W. Ross, D. J. Taylor, 
J. V. Taylor, P. S. Wiser.
R. G. Allen. D. Bassford, A. G. Biggs, 
J. A. Butchart, J. S. Gibson. R. W. Goulding. 
A. D. Harryman, R. D. Johnson, P. E. Lawton, 
M. Lindley, D. R. Payne, A. Rayment, 
M. E. Rayner, P. S. Renshaw, M. J. Robinson, 
R. Stenson, D. K. Walker, R. A. Whiting, 
H. Whittamore, R. J. Wortley.

SCHOOL NOTES
Although many times since 1935 farewells have been expressed 

in School Notes to Masters (and Mistresses) leaving us, not until 
now have they done so to a Headmaster. But today, 24th July, 
1964, our Headmaster, Mr. G. F. Houston, is retiring, to live in 
Gloucestershire, and it is with profound regret that the Magazine 
Committee records this fact.

His keen interest in the Editors’ attempts to reflect in The Centaur 
something of the School’s activities and his valuable suggestions 
made to futher that aim have placed them in his debt on innumerable 
occasions.

An editorial sub-committee to which W. F. Bullock was co-opted 
interviewed Mr. Houston recently as an alternative to asking him 
to write a farewell message.and they tape-recorded the conversation; 
the transcript, following these Notes, will interest boys and Old 
Boys alike.

Tributes from Old Boys, Staff and School are there too and a 
photograph taken recently by John Clark (1939-45).

He has been the recipient of many presentations and celebration 
dinners to mark his retirement—tributes to the very high regard in 
which he has always been held; one such presentation marked the 
end of the Athletics Sports on Family Day. 13th June, when Mr. 
S. Lindley, on behalf of the Parent-Staff Association handed him 
a Rose Token, that he may fill his Gloucestershire garden with 
Nottinghamshire-grown roses.

“Celebration Dinner,’’ incidentally, is the title of the play by
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P. D. Wheeler (1945-53) shown on television on June 1st. Wheeler 
is now living in London, his working hours being spent in the service 
of the Foreign Office. We congratulate him on a successful and 
well-written play.

Congratulations are due also to R. A. Young for being selected, 
out of a number of applicants, for a scholarship of £450 a year 
given by the National Coal Board: he is going to Sheffield University 
to study Mechanical Engineering.

Congratulations also to R. A. Whiting on gaining a R.A.F. 
Flying Scholarship, entitling him to a Civil Aviation course at 
Derby Aerodrome in August.

After an interval of three years, Panora Ltd. again visited the 
School and, on June 3rd, took a panoramic photograph of Boys, 
Masters and Office Staff.

Parties of boys have, on five occasions, visited the new Nottingham 
Playhouse and seen “The Importance Of Being Earnest", “Corio- 
lanus”, “The Bashful Genius”, “Arms And The Man” and “Sir 
Thomas More” . Appreciations of these visits are expressed in 
later pages.

At the December 1963 G.C.E. of Oxford University, the following 
gained Certificates at Ordinary level: in two subjects—D. W. 
Davidson, A. M. Davies. J. S. Gibson; in one subject—D. Bassford,
J. A. Binch, M. J. Brice, J. G. Chastney, J. F. Dearing, A. K. 
Goodwin, J. G. Harkcr, J. A. Harryman, S. P. Huggard, R. C. 
Irvine, A. G. Keates, J. R. Lindley, D. R. Payne, G. Richards,
K. J. Rockley, R. M. Spalton, D. J. Taylor.

The film chosen for exhibition to the School at the end of the 
Easter Term—a custom now well established—was “The Mouse 
That Roared” .

Rugby Colours for 1963-4 were awarded as follows: re-awards—
D. G. Coxon, R. G. Marquand, J. G. Stimpson; full-colours— 
M. Brice, J. S. Gibson, G. Stenson, R. Wortley; half-colours— 
D. Bassford, A. L. Fisher, E. Laverick, K. Tatham, D. J. Taylor, 
M. J. Wright.

Of these, J. G. Stimpson was chosen to captain the County 
G.S. XV in its Christmas games against Leicestershire, Derbyshire, 
Staffordshire and Lincolnshire—all won except the first. In the 
last game, Stimpson fractured his jaw and was unable to play for 
the rest of the season; this was most unfortunate as he had been 
selected for the Midlands Trial and was expected eventually to be 
chosen for the final England Trial.

Selected to play for an Under 15 County XV against neighbouring 
county grammar school XVs was R. A. Winfield.

Full Cricket colours for 1964 have been awarded to A. H. 
Johnson and half-colours to M. Beardall, D. Cale, K. Morley and 
P. Ross.
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The Magazine Committee for this issue consists of Messrs.
E. W. Adams. G. H. Cowlin and J. G. Stimpson (Editorial), 
R. McCandlcss (Parent-Staff Assoc.), S. Marshall (Advertisements), 
H. Drabble (O.B.A.).

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines 
and apologise for possible omissions: The Brunts Magazine, The 
Cestrefeldian, The Mitre, The Mundella Magazine, The Newtonian, 
The Magazine O f The Royal College, Ceylon.

“THE CENTAUR” INTERVIEWS THE 
HEADMASTER

Will you tell us first something o f your decision to change from 
Assistant Master to Headmaster?

Well, I was quite happy as an Assistant Master and my own 
Headmaster met me in the corridor one day and suggested it might 
be a good thing if I began to apply for Headships. I was not quite 
sure what was at the back of his mind, whether he wanted to move 
me on somewhere else or whether he was expressing his genuine 
views!
Did you decide to model the Henry Mellish on some other school?

No! I do not think that can be done because you have to take a 
school over in the state it is in when you take up your appointment, 
and build on that. I was lucky because the first Headmaster here 
had been a very good one and had given the school a fine start: 
there was also a very good Staff. My own view is that one should 
carry on as before in the first few years and then, if one feels there 
is any need for change, one makes it as time goes on.
May we assume that you are a firm believer in the efficacy o f corporal 
punishment?

Sometimes it seems to be a quick way of achieving a certain 
result. The difficulty in any kind of punishment, of course, is that it 
varies according to the recipient. Corporal punishment could 
be a good deal more severe for one boy than it could for another, 
and boys’ sense of fairness, especially to themselves, is so strong 
that it is very difficult to vary the punishment for the same offences. 
Yes, hut isn't there the danger o f showing personal favour towards a 
particular one?

You have to try to suppress that. You just can’t help liking some 
people more than others—one of the facts of life that you have to 
try to forget. Difficult!
Approachahility seems to he a hig feature at this School. Do you 
think it is a good thing for a Headmaster?

I would think so; yes. I would think that if a Headmaster feels it



A Career in the Bank
Never before have opportunities for young people been as promising as they are today 
in Barclays B ank. Here is a  brief outline o f the career that atvaits you there.

FO R A M B IT IO U S  Y O U N G  M EN 
Tlie Bank wants young men of character and integrity, with a good standard 
of general education. Given these qualifications and an aptitude for the job, 
there is no reason why you should not find yourself a Branch Manager in 
your thirties, with a salary upwards of £1,750, and the chance of doubling 
your pay by the time you are 50. Looking ahead, you could be one of those 
Managers whose salary exceeds £5,000 a year —a man with a big job, full of 
interest and responsibility. A goal wonh striving for; and those who reach 
it will have a pension at 65 (without any contributions on their part) of 
£3,000 a year or more. For the early years there’s a minimum salary scale 
for satisfactory work: £315 at 16 to £960 at 31 with a year's seniority for a 
good Advanced Level certificate and three years’ for a degree, plus certain 
allowances if you work in large towns (£100 a year for employment in 
Central London). From 22 onwards merit can take the salary well above 
these figures; if the early promise is maintained, the salary at 28 can be 
£1,035, instead of the scale figure of £845.

A N I) T H E R E ’S  S C O P E  FOR G IR L S  A S W ELL  
Tlie women's salary scale runs from £315 on entry to a minimum of 
£780 at 4 1,plus large town allowances (again up to £100 for those working 
in Central London). A wide range of positions apart from the usual
secretarial and book-keeping duties arc now open to women in Barclays. 

For instance, girls can—and do— 
become cashiers, supervisors, 
incom e tax specialists and 
officers in the Executor and 
T r u s te e  D e p a r tm e n t. A nd  
B a rc la y s  has tw o  w om en  
branch managers. If you are 
keen to get on, prepared to 
study and not afraid of work, 
why not think about Ranking 
as your career ? Incidentally, a 
girl w ho marries after five  
years’ service in the Bank 
qualifies for a gratuity.

Write for further particulars 
to the Local Directors,
P.O. Box No. 18,
Old Market Square, Nottingham, 
or to the Staff Managers,
54 l.ombard Street, London, E.C.3.

BARCLAYS BANK

The above Salaries have been increased by 7% since April 1964



A career as a 
CHARTERED I

ACCOUNTANT
offers:

OPPORTUNITY:
From the moment you qualify you can expect to 
earn between £t,too an^ jCt>25° a >car *n the 
London area depending on your experience and 
academic ability (commencing salaries might he 
slightly less in the provinces) and opportunities arc 
then open to you either as a practising accountant or 
in industry and commerce — many Company 
Directors start as chartered accountants.
Depending on the level of education you have 
reached it takes three, four or five years to qualify as 
a chartered accountant. During this training period 
you can earn from £250 to £Xoo per annum.
VARIETY:
Accountancy is not a dull or monotonous profession. 
Many problems, each requiring a different solution, 
occur every day and it is often necessary for the 
chartered accountant and his articled clerks to travel 
in England and sometimes abroad.
S E C U R IT Y :
Chartered accountants are always in demand. When 
qualified they can be sure of employment and 
opportunities for advancement whatever the political 
situation or the state of the business economy.

The booklet “ H hy not become a Chartered Accountant?"
issued by The Institute of Chartered Accountants in 
England and Wales, tells you (and your father) more. 
Why not send for a copy ?

To the Secretary, The Institute o f  Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.
City House. 56/66 Caswell Road, tendon E.C.l &

Please send me a copy o f  "  Why not become a Chartered Accountant

NAME AITORFSS.............
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necessary to build up a wall of reserve around himself it may be he 
is conscious of some defect in himself—but perhaps such a man 
would argue that my method is wrong.
You seem to regard bullying as one o f the worst things one can do. 
Have you any specific reason for that?

Weil, nobody bullied me, as far as I know. I think it is a very 
unpleasant trait in a boy's character that he should take it out of 
others weaker than himself.

There was once the possibility o f this school becoming co-educational. 
Why was the idea abandoned?

I do not think it ever existed, actually—not in that form. There 
was a proposal under the County’s development plan, when the 
Education Act came in just after the war, that a number of new, 
co-educational, grammar schools should be established in the 
area which we had served and that this School should close about 
1951 or 1952 but here we are still, in 1964! There was a good deal 
of opposition organised by the Governors, Staff, and Old Boys; 
we sent a deputation to meet the members of the Education Com
mittee who were dealing with this aspect of their policy and they 
abandoned the idea and eventually decided that no limit could be 
put on the life of the School.
That leads us on to the next part o f the question: dealing with the 
opposite sex.

You mean the women members of the School Staff? Yes! at 
one time we had perhaps 14 ladies on the Staff during the war. 
This started about 1940 when the younger members of the Staff 
began to be called up and I tried, to begin with, to replace them by 
other men. but this got less and less satisfactory. Some of the 
ladies were very good, some of them were not so good, but quite 
a number of them did a very good job—and we had no alternative. 
Did they fit in with school life?

I would say Yes. Most of them were married women living in 
the locality. Some of them used to keep the boys on the run; I 
mean they kept them in good order!
What are your views on co-education?

This is something that I have had no experience of personally.
I was educated in a boys' school, I have always taught in boys’ 
schools and I have never had any particular desire to teach or to be 
a Headmaster in a co-educational school, but my own daughters 
went to a co-educational school and they seemed quite happy there.
I have heard it said that co-education is good for girls but that 
boys ought to be educated in boys’ schools—but that seems a bit 
difficult! I think that for some boys a boys’ school is a good thing. 
If, for instance, a boy had lots of sisters and no brother, it might be 
very good for him to go to a boys' school, and I should think, too, 
that boys’ schools are nothing like so monastic in their outlook
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now as perhaps they were at one time. We do break it down a 
little by allowing you chaps to dance with the ladies and share their 
tennis courts, and so on. The trouble about co-education is that 
boys and girls develop at different rates and girls mature earlier. 
I think boys overtake them later on—educationally speaking, I 
mean—and by the time the sixth form stage is reached I would 
say that on the whole the boys tend to pass the girls in educational 
achievements, mainly because the girls have duties at home or 
perhaps they have their minds on other things.
How important do you regard the extra-curricular activities o f this 
School?

I think they are very important. The line I usually take is that 
these things just happen when the need is established for them. 
When boys, or masters, or both, express some interest in particular 
activities it is our duty to provide for them. They will spring up 
and flourish for a time and fade away as interest fades. For 
instance, we used to do a lot of rowing at one time; eventually it 
faded out. At another time we had a very flourishing Campanol- 
ogical Society, and this really started because we had two or three 
boys who were keen bell-ringers; they organised this activity and 
it kept on for a number of years. Eventually it faded away because 
we could no longer borrow the hand-bells.
Is the School fully developed as a social centre?

I wouldn’t know. It has a lot of social activities. One of our 
difficulties has always been the fact that all the boys and the parents 
have to travel to the School. This makes it difficult for boys to 
stay in the evenings for activities. Some activities I would like to 
see developed more fully. For instance, musical activities seem 
to be getting under way again now. It is a question of having 
properly qualified staff and the time to devote to them.
What in your opinion have been the greatest changes in the last 
twenty-nine years at this School?

The greatest change is in the growth of the Sixth Form. The 
strongest reason for the existence of a school of this type is the 
Sixth Form where, I think, more is done for boys than at any other 
stage in the School. Pupils are becoming young men and mature 
people and they begin to organise their own work and their own 
activities; this seems to me to be the strongest aspect of grammar 
school education, which is why I think the proposals to remove 
Sixth Formers from schools and to put them into Junior Colleges 
have often been resisted.

There have been some unfavourable changes, of course. 
Education, as you know, in most schools has become free; no fees 
are charged. We used to have about half our boys as fee-payers 
and before the war even boys who obtained what were called
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County Junior Scholarships to the School had to pay fees if their 
parents’ income was above a certain amount.

This change has carried in its train a considerable degree of 
centralization and schools have not had as much freedom in running 
themselves as they used to have in pre-war days. But I think 
that the greater facilities now available to boys and girls constitute 
the biggest step forward in the years since the war. It is perhaps 
not easier to get to a University than it was in pre-war days; the 
expansion in the number of University places has not kept pace 
with the expansion in the demand for them. But far more people 
go there. Last year, 20 members of our Sixth Form went on to 
Universities; this seems to be a fairly high proportion. Then 
there’s the G.C.E. which came in in 1951 and which was supposed 
to “ liberate” the schools. Prior to that we had the School 
Certificate Examination which boys took after five years and which 
could not be obtained unless they passed in English Language and 
at least five other subjects, so I should say that it is an advance 
for them to obtain a certificate for the subjects in which they have 
passed; to some extent this has tended to encourage boys to think 
that they can just work at subjects which interest them and ignore 
the others.
There were some criticisms o f the Ordinary Level English Language 
paper recently.

Yes! Of course it is difficult to assess a candidate’s worth for a 
University education purely on the way in which he wrote at the age 
of sixteen; this is one reason why Universities have introduced the 
‘Use of English' paper which candidates take two years later, but 
I think that a great deal of research needs to be done on the form 
which this paper should take. The ability of the candidate to 
write lucidly and coherently, and to understand the gist of a written 
passage does seem very important, but ways in which these are 
assessed probably need examining a good deal more.
What are your ideas on the 11 +  Examination? Do you think this 
is a good thing?

Here again, there probably has to be some kind of test. Parents 
may have been at fault in attaching too much importance to it and, 
in doing so, alarming their children—perhaps because they are so 
anxious that their children should do well, although I must say 
that I think that boys are less affected by this, perhaps, than girls. 
I have still to come across a boy suffering from a nervous breakdown 
through overwork. I imagine I shall not meet one now!

There is also the possibility of subsequent transfer. If a secondary 
school Head thinks that a boy proves, at a later stage, to be suitable 
for what is called ‘selective school education,’ either in a grammar 
or in a technical school, he can send the recommendation to the 
Head of the Grammar or Technical school and the latter can see the
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C . F. HOUSTON, m.a. (oxon) 
(Headmaster, 1935-1964)
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candidate, have him tested and then decide whether to take him or 
not. You all know candidates who have done well in the Sixth 
Form, who have gone on to Universities from this School and who, 
if they had depended solely on their 114- examination, would never 
have had the opportunity. The 11 +  test is satisfactory so long as 
it is not final.
Have you any other comments to make that we have not covered in 
these questions?

This has not been as big an ordeal as I anticipated; thank you 
for your kindness and forbearance.

I should like to take the opportunity of saying how much I have 
enjoyed being a Headmaster most of the time; I suppose no job 
is entirely enjoyable but it gives a lot of satisfaction and one develops 
a genuine liking for one’s pupils and colleagues. It has been a 
privilege to be able to work in the School all these years and I 
should like to wish all its members—past, present, and future—every 
success and happiness in the years to come. May I also very 
warmly thank all those who have helped and supported me over the 
years—the Governors and their Clerks, the Education Committee 
and their officers, my colleagues on the Staff, the Office Staff, 
Parents and all the other servants of the School who have given 
me their loyal help and who have contributed so much to the well
being of all of us.

THE HEADMASTER THREE TRIBUTES
On behalf o f the Staff

When it was learned in 1935 that T. O. Balk, Esq., who as Head
master, had opened the Henry Mellish G.S. in 1929, had been 
appointed Headmaster of a School in the London area, the members 
of the Staff, not unnaturally, began to speculate as to what manner 
of man would succeed him. They agreed that he would be faced 
with no easy task: he had to take over, and ensure the continuous 
development of, a School which had then not emerged as an 
individual and complete unity, although it seemed to have started 
on sound lines.

Mr. Houston had had only four years in which to carry on this 
work, when war was declared and he was faced with new difficulties, 
for a solution to which there was no precedent. His Staff changes 
alone were bewildering in their rapidity and frightening in the 
quality of many of the applicants. At the end of the war, he had 
to build up his Staff and gradually fit the School to deal with the 
rapid rise in numbers in the Sixth Form.

Clearly, then, there has been need of those qualities which are the 
mark of a successful Headmaster. That he has shown these
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qualities cannot be doubted. In his dealings with the Staff, Mr. 
Houston has always shown the ability to delegate authority, leaving 
each man to do his job without interruption from above and to the 
utmost of his ability.

The Headmaster has always shown himself ready to devote 
himself and all his time to all aspects of School life. The School 
teams, for example, have been greatly encouraged, knowing that 
the Headmaster was watching them, even when weather conditions 
in midwinter have been really unpleasant. We of the Staff re
member particularly his efforts when the School was threatened with 
closure.

At a recent School Function a visitor was heard to say that the 
atmosphere was indeed that of a happy School. It seems to us that 
no Headmaster could wish for a better tribute to his School and, 
indirectly, to himself. To Mr. and to Mrs. Houston who has at 
all times supported him in his work and as a result has had to 
endure many hours deprived of his company, we wish a very long 
and happy retirement.
On behalf o f the Old Boys

Since 1935, G.F.H. has had an influence on the lives of some 
three thousand boys. Most of them, and all of us others who had 
left prior to his appointment but maintained contact with the 
School, hold him in high regard and affection.

Many times he must have spoken of a boy as being a credit to the 
School, but now is our opportunity of saying the School is a credit 
to him—although G.F.H. would be the first to agree that T.O.B. 
did an excellent job by instilling the Mellish spirit into that medley 
which formed the nucleus in 1929.

He is renowned for his hawk eye and that fantastic memory 
which can place, immediately, any old boy, amongst his contempor
aries. Many will recall the pre-war school camps where he was 
the first ever to subjugate “Scrooge” Wilson, but most old boys 
will hope that his unflagging interest in their activities will continue; 
especially the Rugby XV whose fortunes he has followed in all 
weathers. He has undoubtedly supported more matches than any 
other non-playing member of the club.

Few Headmasters can claim to have trained their future Director 
of Education and two School Governors—a wily move this! All 
of us wish him and Mrs. Houston a happy future and look forward 
to seeing him frequently, duly attired in loud check jacket, with 
characteristic mutton-chop whiskers, when he's planted those 
(500?) roses from the Parent-Staff Association!
On behalf o f the boys today

I have attended the School since 1956 and during that time have 
become fairly well acquainted with the Headmaster and, naturally, 
my opinion of him has changed during these eight years.
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The general image of a Headmaster to a small boy is awe
inspiring; yet Mr. Houston does his utmost to dispel this idea by 
winning our confidence. I recall that on my first day at the School 
he took us for a period of Religious Knowledge, and he did not 
reveal his identity until the end, when a casual remark sufficed.

As one moves up the School, it becomes evident that the Head 
possesses the amazing faculty of being able to follow the progress 
of each boy through the School. One becomes aware too, of 
another of the Headmaster's outstanding qualities, namely, 
“approachability” ; and he is not a figure-head, languishing in an 
awe-inspiring study; but he is essentially a very human, understand
ing and approachable person. Often he has chosen a witty remark 
to serve as a gentle reprimand: and his broad-minded outlook on 
some of our adolescent idiosyncrasies has been much appreciated.

We are grateful too for the tremendous interest and enthusiasm 
which he has shown in our extra-curricular activities, promoting 
and sustaining interest in the more informal aspects of School-life.

Thus it is no exaggeration to say that during the last 29 years 
the Headmaster has lived for the School; indeed it has been by his 
effort and enthusiasm that the true character of the School has 
developed.

Of him, it may well be said that “ No occasion has proved too 
great, and no detail or boy too small for his consideration.” On 
behalf of the boys of the School I wish Mr. and Mrs. Houston a 
long and happy retirement, and hope that they will long remember 
with affection their time spent at the Henry Mellish Grammar
School.

VALETE
VI L.Sc. Hinch, J. L.
Vb Harkcr. J. G.
lVa Chester, J. F.
tVc Benjamin. D. J., Hares, P.
lta Dennis, J. D„ Sanders, 1. A.
Ic Anderson, N. J.

AVETE
IVa Van Toen, B. S. E.
l!a Hayward, G. H. G.

RUGBY FOOTBALL
The last Centaur's Rugby Notes foolishly tempted fate by looking 

forward with optimism to the second half of the season; for, sure 
enough, during the Christmas holidays, in representative matches,
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first, pack leader, R. J. Marquand, and then the captain, J. G. 
Stimpson sustained fractured jaws and were unable to play again 
for the remainder of the season.

This of course put a strain on the team’s resources and credit 
must be given to the vice-captain, D. G. Coxon, for the fine way in 
which he held the side together in those conditions.

Many new, young players were tried and eventually the team 
distinguished itself in a number of matches. No doubt the early 
•blooding' of new players will prove very useful in the forthcoming 
season; then, we hope, the 1st XV will enjoy its customary success.

J.G.S.
RUGBY RESULTS

1ST XV
Jan. 25th v Cripps Hall (Away) Lost 12-13
Feb. 5th r Notts. Training College II (Home) Won 37-0

8th v Magnus School, Newark (Home) Won 6-3
15th v West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Lost 3-14
29th v Aid. Newton's G.S. (Home) Won 9-8

Mar. 7th v Bilborough G.S. (Home) Lost 3-6
14th v Bramcote G.S. (Home) Won 6-3

Jan. 25th
2ND XV 

v Manor School 1 (Home) Won 6-3
Feb. 1st v Lincoln Colts (Away) Won 17-3

5th v High Pavement G.S. (Home) Lost 0-5
8th v Magnus School, Newark (Home) Lost 0-13

15th v Lincoln School I (Home) Lost 8-14
19th v Notts. Training College III (Away) Won 11-8
22nd v Fairham School 1 (Home) Won 27-6

Mar. 7th v Notts. Colts (Home) Lost 12-8

Jan. 25th
3RD XV

v Manor School (Home) Won 3-0
Feb. 1st v Lincoln Colts (Awav) Won 204)

15th v Melton Mowbray G.S. (Home) Drawn 3-3
U.I5- W 3, L 9; U .I4—W 12, L 5, D 1; U .I3 - W 5, L 5.

CRICKET
The 1st XI, after a rather uncertain start, is settling down well and 

has the makings of an effective side. The batting has been sound. 
Wiser is, perhaps, the most improved player and his form has been 
consistently good. Peck, after his century against West Bridgford, 
has been a little out of touch but, in general, the side has been able 
to make sufficient runs. The weaknesses have been in bowling and 
fielding. The bowling has improved and A. H. Johnson has been 
particularly successful. Bcardall is very promising too, but we 
lack reliable change bowlers. As a result we have allowed the 
opposing batsmen too much freedom and matches have tended to 
peter out into drawn games. The fielding has not been good
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enough to make up for deficiencies in the bowling and there is a 
lack of determination to press home advantages.

Perhaps the most satisfactory game has been that against Mr. 
Burnham's XI. This XI contained, amongst others, R. T. Simpson, 
F. W. Stocks and R. Cox, and the School did well to hold them to 
166 for 5. Our early batsmen seemed set to make the runs but 
some rash play left us pleased enough with a draw. However, the 
team learned much from this game and certainly later results have 
shown that the knowledge gained has been put to good use.

M.G.P
RESULTS

MAY 6th v HIGH PAVEMENT G.S. (Away) DRAWN
High Pavement: 83. (Beardall 4 for  31; Johnson, A. H. 3 fo r  26).
School: 45 fo r  2.
Rain stopped play.

MAY 9th v WEST BRIDGFORD G.S. (AWAY) DRAWN
School: 162 for  0 (dec.). (Peck 104 not oat: Wiser 56 not out).
West Bridgford: 101 for 2.

MAY 13th i’ LOUGHBOROUGH G.S. (AWAY) WON
Loughborough: 70 (Beardall 5 for  16; Johnson, A. H. 4 for  32).
School: 71 fo r  I. ( Wiser 39; Calc 22).

MAY 27th i' KING'S SCHOOL, GRANTHAM (HOME) DRAWN 
School: 155 for  6 (dec.). (Stimpson 70; Cale 36).
King's 121 for  6. (Peck 3 for 17).

MAY 30th i Q.E.S., MANSFIELD (AWAY) DRAWN
School: 156for  8 (dec ). (Wiser 50; Morley 33).
Q.E.S.: 99 for  9. (Johnson. A. H. 4 for 35).

JUNE 3rd v MR BURNHAM S XI (HOME) DRAWN
Mr. Burnham's XI: 166 for 5 (dec.). (R. T. Simpson 63; F. W. Stocks 69;

Johnson, A. H. 3 for  58).
School: 124 for  9. ( Wiser 47; Peck 22; Cale 22).

JUNE 20th v MAGNUS G.S , NEWARK (HOME) WON
School: 13 1 (Beardall 27; Tit man 27; Payne 26).
Magnus: 53. (Johnson, A. H. 1 fo r  14).

2ND XI
APRIL 25th t> BILBOROUGH G.S. (AWAY) WON

School: 105 for  4 (dec.). (Morlev 52).
Bilbo rough 37. (Beardall 7 fo r  6).

MAY 6th v HIGH PAVEMENT G.S. (HOME) TIE
High Pavement: 120.
School: 120. (Smith 24; Brown 20).

MAY 9th v WEST BRIDGFORD G.S. (HOME) WON
School: 106 (Smith 33).
West Bridgford: 57. (Goodwin 4 for 10; Brown 3 for  15).

MAY 13th v LOUGHBOROUGH G.S. (AWAY) WON
Loughborough: 74 ( Wright 4 for 7; Richards 3 for  15).
School: 76 for 4. (Brown 37).

MAY 20th v CRIPPS HALL (HOME) WON
Cripps: lb . (Morley 4 for 14)
School 80 for 6. (Titman 30)

MAY 27th r KING S SCHOOL. GRANTHAM (HOME) LOST 
King's: 158 for  6 (dec.).
School: 53.
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MAY 30th v Q.E.S., MANSFIELD (HOME) WON
Q.E.S.: 53. ( Wright 6 fo r  8).
School: 55 for  8.

JUNE 17th v HIGH PAVEMENT G.S. (AWAY) LOST
School: 103 (Swannell 50).
High Pavement 104 for 6.

JUNE 20th v MAGNUS G.S.. NEWARK (AWAY) WON
Magnus: 33 (Lewis 6 for  5).
School: 34 fo r 1.

3rd XI
MAY 23rd v NOTTINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL (HOME) LOST 

School: 90. (Swannell 31).
High School: 91 for  7.

Under 15 XI
MAY 12th r HIGH PAVEMENT G.S. (HOME) LOST

High Pavement: 99 for  7 (dec.).
School: 59.

MAY 30th »• Q.E.S., MANSFIELD (AWAY) WON
School: 129. ( Chambers 22; Sanders 27).
Q.E.S.: 76. (Sanders 4 fo r  20).

Under 14 XI
MAY 30th v Q.E.S., MANSFIELD (HOME) DRAWN

School: 84 (King 50).
Q.E.S.: 73 for  6.

JUNE 6th r CARLTON-LE-WILLOWS G.S. (AWAY) WON
Carlton: 18. (Dawn 7 fo r  3).
School: 19 for  4.

Under 13 XI
JUNE 6th r CARLTON-LE-WILLOWS G.S. (AWAY) DRAWN

Carlton: 82 for  7 (dec ).
School: 12 for  I.

(Rain stopped play)

HOCKEY
The standard of hockey played since Christmas has risen 

considerably as the team has gained in experience. The return of 
Cowley has also strengthened the defence which previously was 
rather suspect. Notable matches were those against the previously 
unbeaten Lincoln School, and the return match at Bilborough when 
Payne scored all four goals.

In captaining the side Payne has set a high standard of stick 
control and finishing power, scoring 19 goals altogether, and he has 
been ably supported by the Vice-Captain, M. Peck.

D. R. Payne, M. G. Peck, and B. R. Muir are to be congratulated 
on being selected to play for Nottinghamshire Schoolboys in the 
annual Midland Counties Tournament, held during the Easter 
holidays at the Bourneville ground, near Birmingham. As a 
result of his fine performances D. Payne was further selected to 
represent the Midlands in the Festival match held at the end of the 
tournament.

Full colours have been awarded to D. R. Payne, M. G. Peck and 
B. R. Muir, and half colours to J. Cowley.
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RESULTS
Jan. ISth v Mundclla G.S. (Home) Lost 0-1
Jan. 22nd v Derby Training College (Away) Lost 2-3
Feb. 1st v Bilborough G.S. (Home) Won 4-3
Feb. 8th v People's College (Home) Won 12-0
Feb. ISth v> Lincoln School (Home) Won 3-2
Feb. 29th v Queen Elizabeth G.S., Mansfield (Home) Won 4-3
Mar. 7th r St. Fiugh's, Tollerton (Away) Lost 1-2
Mar. 14th v Sherwood Hall, Mansfield (Home) Lost 2-3

ATHLETICS
Captain: R. J. Wortley Vice-Captain: R. B. Titman

It has been very pleasing to witness an increased interest in 
athletics this Summer Term. This has been reflected in the success 
achieved by members of the School, especially in the Junior section 
whose great promise for the future cannot go unmentioned. 
Invaluable coaching has been given at the Athletics Club on Friday 
evenings after school by Mr. Sutherland, Mr. Latchford and Mr. 
Whitworth; their assistance has been greatly appreciated.

The School relay team competed in the annual events at Queen 
Elizabeth Grammar School, Mansfield and at West Bridgford 
Grammar School, consistently being placed fourth out of five teams.

In the South Notts. Sports, held at the Harvey Hadden Stadium 
on Tuesday, 26th May, the Juniors competing with about twenty- 
eight schools, won the Rcdmayne Shield; this is the first time for at 
least ten years that this has happened and the team is to be heartily 
congratulated. Outstanding performances in the Junior section 
were those of Faux and Buksman (1st and 2nd in the shot), Longdcn 
(1st in the 220 yards), Jefferson (equal 2nd in the high jump), 
Borejko and Dawn (3rd and 4th in the 440 yards), and the relay 
team which was placed first.

The Intermediate team was placed fourth, notable performances 
being by T. Smith and Turner (1st and 2nd in the high jump), 
Towle (2nd in the 220 yards) and Laverick (2nd in the 880 yards). 
The Senior team was likewise placed fourth in its section, good 
performances being made by J. Lindley (2nd in the pole-vault), 
Wortley (3rd in the triple-jump), Rayner (3rd in the discus), Titman 
(3rd in the 440 yards), Drinkall (3rd in the 880 yards) and Whittamorc 
(3rd in the mile).

As a result of these championships, about sixteen boys were 
selected to represent the South Notts, area in the County Champion
ships. In these championships, held on Saturday, 20th June at 
Worksop, outstanding performances were those of Jefferson (2nd 
in the Junior high jump). Faux and Buksman (2nd and 4th in the 
Junior shot), T. Smith (2nd in Intermediate high jump) and J. 
Lindley (2nd in Senior pole-vault).

The annual School Sports Day was held, again in conjunction 
with Family Day, on Saturday, 13th June. A large crowd of about



Eighteen THE CENTAUR

1500 people ignored the weather forecast and were thus able to 
appreciate a glorious afternoon packed with interest and excitement.

Four new records were set up. In the Junior section. Lei vers 
equalled the record for the high jump and set up a new one of 40 ft. 
2 in. in the shot. Andrew astounded the crowd with a time of 
11 -2 seconds for the Junior 100 yards, beating the previous record by 
0.7 second. In the intermediate section Faux set up a new record 
of 40 ft. 4 in. in the shot and King equalled the record for the 100 
yards. In the Senior group, T. Smith beat the old record of 5 ft. 
3£ in. in the high jump with an incredible jump of 5 ft. 6 in. 

The full, classified results are given below.
R.B.T.

SCHOOL ATHLETIC SPORTS RESULTS
JUNIOR

100 Y a rd s : (Time: 11-2 secs.*)
I Andrew, P. (Hr), 2 Hitchcock (McE), 3 White, B. (Bit), 4 Wightman (Bit).

220 Y a rd s : (Time: 29-2 secs.)
I Leivers (Bk), 2 Priest (Br), 3 White, B. (Bn), 4 Parkin (McE).

4 x 110 Y a rd s  R e la y : (Time: 57-8 secs.)
I Barber, 2 Bulkeley, 3 McEwen, 4 Balk.

L ong Jump: (Distance: 13' 7")
I Hitchcock (McE), 2 Parkin (McE), 3 Brougham (Sr), 4 Curtis (Bk).

T rip le  Jump: (Distance: 32' I0J")
1 Andrew (Br), 2 Hitchcock (McE), 3 White, M. (Bn), 4 Bridgcman (Bit). 

H igh Jump: (Height: 4' 6” Equal—Record)
1 Leivers, M. T. (Bk), 2 Bray (McE), 3 Kirk (Sr), 4 Helmy (Br).

Shot: (Distance: 40' 2"*)
I Leivers, M. T. (Bk), 2 Adams (Sr/), 3 Bunce (Bk), 4 Hewitt (Sr).

C ricket Ball: (Distance: 168' I0J")
I Davidson (Bk), 2 Wilkinson (Sr). 3 Bam ford (McE), 4 Bunce (Bk). 

In te rm ed ia te  100 Y a rd s : (Time: 10-6 secs.—Equal Record)
I King, D. (Bit), 2 King. R. (Br), 3 Northage (Bu). 4 Riley (Br).

220 Yards: (Time: 25-6 secs.)
I King. R. (Br), 2 King, D. (Bit), 3 Palmer (Bit), 4 Henstock (Br).

440 Yards* (Tiiiip ■ AOaQ epos I
I Hardwick (Sir), 2 Borejko(Bk), 3 Dawn (Sir), 4 Dro/da (Bk).

880 Y a rd s : (Time: 2 min. 25-9 secs.).
I Hardwick (Bu), 2 Warmby (Bk), 3 Johnson (Bk), 4 Jones (McE).

1 M ile : (Time: 5 min. 30-4 secs.)
I Hardwick (Bit), 2 Warmby (Bk), 3 Tindall (McE), 4 Wilkins (Bit).

4 x 110 Yards Relay: (Time: 5F8 secs.)
1 Bulkeley, 2 Barber. 3 Balk, 4 McEwen.

L ong J ump: (Distance: 16' 4")
I King, D. (Bit), 2 Jenkinson (McE), 3 Burrows (Br), 4 Riley (Br).

T rip le  Jump: (Distance: 32' 3")
1 Tindall (McE), 2 Faux (Br), 3 Burrows (Br), 4 Dale (McE).

H igh Jump: (Height: 4 ' I I" )
I Jefferson (Bit), 2 Winfield (McE), 3 Johnson (Bk), 4 Longdon (Br).

Shot: (Distance: 40' 4"*)
I Faux, J. (Br), 2 Buksman (Bu). 3 Henstock (Sr), 4 Stapleton (Bk).

Discus: (Distance: 109' 8")
1 Henstock (Br), 2 Drozda (Bk), 3 Froggatt (McE), 4 Hull (Bk).

Ja v e lin : (Distance: 74' 0")
1 Gaskill (Bk), 2 Jones (McE), 3 Buczko (Bk).
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SENIOR
100 Yards: (Time: 10-6 secs.)

I Stimpson (flu), 2 Towle (flr), 3 Taylorson (McE), 4 Smith, G. (Hu).
220 Yards: (Time: 24-3 secs.)

1 Towle (flr), 2 Dragc (McE), 3 Stimpson (flu), 4 Titman (McE).
440 Yards* (Time* 55*8 secs )

I Titman (McE), 2 Dragc (McE), 3 Laverick (flu), 4 Smith. G. (Ru).
880 Yards: (Time: 2 min. 10-3 secs.)

I Titman (McE), 2 Laverick (flu), 3 Whittamore (flu), 4 Lindley, J. (flr).
I M ile: (Time: 5 min. 7-9 secs.)

I Whittamore (flu), 2 Drinkall (McE), 3 Lindley, J. (flr), 4 Foster (flu).
4 x 110 Yards Relay: (Time: 48-3 secs.)

I McEwen, 2 Bulkeley. 3 Balk, 4 Barber.
L ong J ump: (Distance: 18' 9}")

1 Taylorson (McE), 2 Fisher (Bk), 3 Hammond (Bit), 4 Wortley (McE). 
Triple J ump: (Distance: 40' 2J")

1 Wortley (McE), 2 Taylorson (McE), 3 Fisher (flit), 4 Hammond (flit). 
H igh  J ump: (Height: 5' 6''*)

1 Smith, T. (McE), 2 Otter (Bk), 3 Turner (flit), 4 Hazell (flr).
Pole Vault: (Height: 9' 3” )

I Smith, G. (Bk). 2 Lindley, J. (flr), 3 Raynor (flit), 4 Otter (Bk).
S h o t:  (Distance: 34' 8")

1 Hunt (McE), 2 Stimpson (flu), 3 Brice (flr), 4 Cowley (McE).
Discus: (Distance: 104' I J")

I Wortley (McE), 2 Harryman, J. (McE), 3 Swain (flr), 4 Coxon, K. (flu). 
J avelin: (Distance: 127' 4")

1 Swain (flr), 2 Brooks (McE), 3 Brice (flr), 4 Raynor (flu).
flr — Barber, Bu — Bulkeley, Bk - Balk. M cE  = McEwen 

* Denotes New Record

SWIMMING
As fewer boys now have organised coaching, the School has not 

been able to compete in matches with other schools.
The School, however, has been invited to enter a team in .the 

Nottinghamshire Schools’ Gala at Sutton-in-Ashfield on July 11th. 
In the County Schools' Trials the Intermediate and Junior teams 
were well placed and are eager to show their prowess at the coming 
Gala.

At the Annual Gala held at Victoria Baths, Balk House won 
convincingly. Congratulations to all who did their part towards 
gaining the trophies.

Victory has also been won outside the School; S. Parry was 
awarded the Pete Jervis Trophy for a magnificent swim in the 
County Gala.

D.W.D.

SWIMMING SPORTS RESULTS
JUNIOR INTERMEDIATE SENIOR

F reestyle: 1 Davidson Hull Coxon
2 Critchley Jones Davie
3 Bray Buksman Woodcock
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Breast Stroke 1 Potts
Style: 2 Kirk

3 Hemsley
Backstroke: t Davidson Hull Davidson

2 Kirk Fearnley Fielding
3 Hitchcock Cootc Featherstoke

D iving : 1 Potts Johnson Bcharall
2 Fowler Fearnley Wheatley
3 Naylor •Wright

Plunge: I Stapleton Lind Icy
2 Lowe Mills
3 Sleath Beharall

Breast: 1 Lievers Parry Bcrgenrolh
2 Wiehtman Roc Potts
3 Emberton Hall Coxon

Butterfly: t Davidson Pomy Davidson
2 Critchley Jones Bcrgcnroth
3 Carter Mills

M edley: I Balk Bulkeley Balk
2 McEwen Barber McEwen
3 Barber McEwen Bulkeley

F reestyle 1 McEwen Balk Balk
R elay: 2 Balk Bulkeley Bulkeley

3 Barber Barber McEwen
C ham pionship: 1 Davidson

2 Fielding
3 Poxon

House Championships—
Junior: I Balk, 2 McEwen. 3 Barber, 4 Bulkeley.
Middle & Senior: 1 Balk, 2 Bulkeley, 3 McEwen,4 Barber.

CROSS-COUNTRY RUNNING
Captain: H. Whittamore Vice-Captain: R. Foster

In this second half of the season our teams have enjoyed reasonable 
success. The inter-school matches were rather a disappointment, 
though there was a slight improvement later. Our greatest success 
came in the South Notts. Championships, when the Senior team 
gained an overwhelming victory. In the Intermediate champion
ships the School did not fare so well, perhaps owing to the little 
time for training available to the boys in the Middle School.

Of individuals concerned. Clay, Drinkall, Goodwin. Minion and 
Foster have all shown themselves competent in racing over varied 
courses. Drinkall, in particular, improves in every race and has 
amply shown himself to be worthy of the captaincy next season.

In the coming season the School should have fairly strong teams 
so that, strengthened by the coming Fifth Forms, the Mellish will 
be a force, “ tenacious of purpose.”

H.W.
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SCHOOL HOUSE CHAM PIONSHIPS 
SENIORS

Team Individual
1. Bulkcley 200 points 1. Drinkall (McEwen)
2. McEwen 242 points 2. Minion (Balk)
3. Balk 355 points 3. Whittamore (Bulkcley)
4. Barber 394 points 4. Goodwin (Balk)

JUNIORS
Team Individual

1. McEwen 231 points 1. Tindall (McEwen)
2. Barber 271 points 2. Watson (Barber)
3. Bulkeley 329 points 3. Wilkins (Bulkeley)
4. Balk 392 points 4. Jones (McEwen)

MATCH RESULTS 
FEB. 5th v CLIFTON TRG. COLL, and FOREST FIELDS G.S. (Away)

1st team: 3rd. 66 points, 60 points. 44 points.
Individual: 3 Whittamore, 8 Drinkall, 12. 13, Foster, Minion.

FEB. 8lh SOUTH NOTTS. CHAMPIONSHIPS (at Wollaton Park)
1st, Henry Mcllish G.S., 49 pts., 2nd, Carlton-le-Willows G.S., 101 pts. and 
3rd Bramcotc. 124 pts.

TENNIS
The second Tennis season of the School has opened with 

encouraging success—three matches played, three matches won. A 
second team has been formed again, but not without some difficulty 
as several of the promising players are also cricket enthusiasts.

The 1st team, playing at Loughborough, had an easy victory of 
5 rubbers to 2. but against High Pavement the lead was very narrow, 
the rubbers being even and the victory determined on the game 
score of 85 to 76. However, the second team, also against High 
Pavement, had a clear win of 5 rubbers to 3. The hardest match 
is yet before us—when the 1st team play the Nottingham High 
School, by far our most formidable opponents and the only team 
to beat us last year.

Tennis clubs for various forms of the School have become far 
more popular this year, especially in the lower forms where there is 
some potential talent which should enable us to add to the reputation 
started last year.

The School Tennis Championship Tournament has this year 
received splendid support from both masters and boys, the entries 
numbering 58. Weather permitting, the finals should be played 
off on 17th July.

A.M.D.

COMBINED CADET FORCE
In the Spring Term Magazine it was stated that the Contingent’s 

Annual Inspection would take place at the end of the Easter Term. 
Unfortunately the fall of snow in late March made the School
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field unusable for the activities planned and so very wisely the event 
was postponed until 8th May. This day, although not very warm, 
was at least fine and the cadets put on a first-class display for the 
visiting officers who included Captain R. E. S. Wykes-Sneyd, 
Royal Navy Director of Officer Naval Recruiting, Lieutenant- 
Commander E. C. Ashfield, R.N., Major D. A. Parke, D.E.R.R., 
and Squadron Leader R. J. Littlejohn, R.A.F. An unexpected 
but welcome visitor was Pilot Officer M. A. Marriott, a member of 
the Contingent for five years and now undergoing training as a 
pilot in the R.A.F. Although it would be invidious to single out 
any particular group or Section in what was an excellent corporate 
effort, the Contingent Band, making its first public appearance 
greatly impressed; it showed considerable promise for the future.

Another successful event was the Easter Arduous Training. 
For once blessed with fine, if cold, weather, it was possible to carry 
out all the training planned, including the crossing of Dartmoor 
and a night exercise. The usual crop of blisters, due to badly- 
fitting boots, prevented a few cadets from taking part in all activities, 
but they were sufficiently fit to help out the farmer, who has for 
many years allowed us to use his land as a base camp; he and his 
family were down with influenza at this time. The success of this

(B y kind permission o f the "(luardian Journal
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type of training is dependent on the co-operation of landowners and 
it is pleasant to be able to repay this kindness in even a small way. 
The early experience in vehicle recovery from a few feet of mud on 
the day of arrival, impressed on all the importance of thorough 
recce., before tackling a task. However the damage to the truck 
provided Mr. Hadwen with many hours of pleasure trying to find 
an electrical fault, a task successfully accomplished.

This term brings an end to the first year of re-organisation. The 
new training in all Sections including Civil Defence and the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award have proved of interest and provided further 
activities. With these and the basic work of the old Service Sections, 
together with the band, there is a sufficiently wide variety of activities 
to cater for practically any taste and any type of boy. The success, 
however, of the Contingent will depend on its maintaining its 
number at that set by the Joint Cadet Executive—which is 105 
Cadets; it is hoped that the Fourth Forms from whom recruits are 
expected next term, will give their full support.

All Annual Training is now arranged: the R. N. Section on the 
Summer Cruise to Brittany and juniors to Devonshire, the Army 
Section at P.T.A., Stanford, and the R.A.F. Section to the R.A.F. 
College at Cranwell. All these ‘camps’, given fine weather, should 
provide not only interesting and useful training but enjoyable 
holidays.

As well as losing many N.C.O.s and Senior Cadets this term, at 
the end of their School life, the Contingent will be losing the services 
of Lieutenant R. Burton who is moving to another post. The 
Contingent is grateful to all those leaving for their loyalty and 
support and we wish them every success in the future.

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE
"The Importance o f  Being Earnest”

When a few privileged Sixth-Formers joined a party from the 
Fourth-form to see Oscar Wilde’s “The Importance of Being 
Earnest” , a two-fold treat was in store.

For all of us it was our first visit to the new Nottingham Playhouse, 
and in the main we were pleased with what we saw. The strikingly 
modern exterior view of the building, dominated by the lofty, 
cylindrical auditorium, continues to impress on passing inside, 
where harmony is struck by an abundance of black paintwork and 
bare stone walls, decorated by a design in ironwork, which may 
raise controversial views as to its art value. As a result of its 
design and its having some of the latest in stage facilities including 
a revolving stage, it is one of the best theatres in the country.

The play itself reached equally high standards. Once again 
John Neville played a most convincing part, this time as John
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alias Ernest Worthing, as did Michael Crawford playing the witty 
Algernon Moncrieff, two gay bachelors, who fall in love with the 
Hon. Gwendoline Fairfax (Helen Ryan) and the pretty, innocent 
Cecily Cardew (Dorothy Reynolds) respectively. All proceedings 
were watched over, in a truly Victorian utterly respectable manner, 
by Lady Bracknell (Angela Baddeley). The cast did its best to 
bring out the humour of Wilde and with comic innovations, e.g. 
the tricycle, the result was excellent.

G.J. (VI L.A.)
"Sir Thomas More"

Members of the first and third years of the Sixth Form saw a 
producers’ tour de force in “Sir Thomas More” at the Playhouse 
this June. Far from being embarrassed by the hotchpotch of 
unrelated scenes and wildly differing styles, the producers boldly 
vary their own style so as to get the most out of each scene by 
individual treatment.

The first half deals with a riot and its consequences, but the text 
is mostly uninspiring; therefore the producers concentrate on action, 
using to the utmost their talent for organising crowd scenes. The 
realism of these scenes is interrupted by an ingenuous trial scene in 
which a pickpocket robs the magistrate. This scene is played 
rather like a comic interlude in a pantomime, and its comedy is 
exploited to the full. The painfully ineffective militia and, in the 
second half, a play performed before More, are mercilessly exploited 
as parodies, but as the play draws to an end the production becomes 
a more direct interpretation of the text.

The play now concentrates on More himself, and Ian McKellan 
as More gradually allows the pathos of his situation to show through 
his forced jests. Costumes are realistic throughout, and look used. 
The set, as always at the Playhouse, is ingenuous, consisting of 
symbolic gallows, may-pole and wheel (complete with broken 
corpse), while an ambiguous structure mounted on the turntable 
could be made to represent interiors or exteriors by its angle. It 
is no surprise that the young audience applauded warmly and 
spontaneously after both halves.

G.H.C. (VI U.U.A)
“ Coriolaniis”

Sir Tyrone Guthrie directed this production and replaced the 
original Roman setting and costumes by those of the French 
Revolution period, so that we had to get used to muskets and 
crinolines in the Roman Forum; the shift of period seemed to 
emphasise that Shakespeare’s truth is beyond mere time. However, 
Guthrie must surely be at fault in transforming those scenes involving 
pomp and ceremony, such as Martius’ return from Corioli, into 
near-comic turns. Then the immaculately dressed, small boy.
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playing young Martius, unfortunately stole the scene when our 
undivided attention should have been centred on Volumnia and 
Coriolanus for the main dramatic climax of the action. The 
interpretation placed on the relationship between Coriolanus and 
Aufidius can find little support from Shakespeare’s words and was 
an unnecessary confusion to the plot.

Nevertheless, in the total impression of the play, Shakespeare 
won through; and although John Neville seemed, unusually, a 
little uninspired by the magnificence of his part, the rest of the cast 
acquitted themselves well. Dorothy Reynolds’ Volumnia had 
strength and forcefulness, Leo McKern, in the role of Menenius, 
maintained a fine balance between stern commonsense and friendly 
good-humour.

Despite these minor disappointments we enjoyed an afternoon 
of stirring entertainment.

D.J.T. (V7 U.A.)
"Arm s and The M an"

A party from IVa was in high spirits as it travelled to the Notting
ham Playhouse on 28th May, to see “Arms and the Man”—they 
were missing three periods and two homeworks!

The play opened with the heroine. Raina, lying on a bed, reading 
in the light of what seemed to be a pair of extra-bright candles. 
The bed-head was at least eight feet high, and what appeared to be 
Raina’s bedroom, had a large and unusual back wall; it was the 
backcloth, with mountains and a river painted on it. This was 
something to look at when the play's entertainment slackened, but 
it gradually became clear to us that it was the view through the 
(imaginary) window!

Interest was roused as soon as the curtain rose, and excitement 
grew with the dramatic entry of Bluntschli, accompanied by exciting 
sound effects—realistic gunshots, shattering of glass, battering at 
the house door, shouting, rushing of heavy footsteps, and din of 
triumphant yells. Bluntschli's appearance was most realistic, with 
his tired and dirty face, “shredded” uniform and the weary, but 
cautious commands he gave to Raina. He was the most natural 
of the actors, except Raina, played by “the star of stage and screen” , 
June Ritchie. His whole manner was chivalrous; he even accepted 
the challenge to a duel without blinking an eyelid, merely stating 
that as the choice of weapons was his, and he was an artillery man, 
he would bring a machine-gun,—all this without knowing the 
reason for the challenge!

In the Second Act, Sergius was exactly as Shaw intended him. 
His smart uniform gave him an air of glamour, yet his ’foxy’ 
moustache suggested that scandal with another woman, besides 
Raina, could follow. His costume was particularly striking; it was 
clear that here was Raina’s ideal hero, clicking his heels, sticking
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out his chest, and moving his hands and arms as if by clockwork, in 
little jerks.

From the point of view of our examination, the play brought out 
points that could not be found by just reading the script, so that our 
visit was both entertaining and instructive.

F„ N., M. and W. (IVa)

THE CHRISTIAN UNION
During the year, the Christian Union has continued to have 

interesting talks from a variety of people, of whom but few have 
been members of the Clergy.

Last term's talks were concluded by a visit from Captain Florence 
Neal of the Salvation Army Corps in Bulwell.

Our meetings this term set off to a very good start by a debate 
about Capital Punishment led by Mr. P. G. Cotgrove. This was 
followed by a talk by the Rev. G. W. Sails, from the Albert Hall in 
Nottingham, about Home and Church Life in America. The next 
two meetings saw visits from a member of the Hucknall Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and Mr. D. M. Townsend, about the World Council of 
Churches. The best meetings were, however, when Rabbi Posen 
came from the Nottingham Synagogue and spoke about the Jewish 
Faith, and another was from Mr. G. W. Render of the British 
Council who gave us an outline of the Council's work but especially 
of the Problems which Overseas Students have to meet. Both 
these were well attended and extremely interesting.

Owing to the impending G.C.E. Examinations, meetings were 
not held after 4th May. The Union's present membership leaves 
much to be desired in the way of attendances but all its supporters 
are most loyal.

J.G.C.
C.A.C.T.M. CONFERENCE, Jesus College, Oxford.

In April, three members of Form V were fortunate enough to 
attend a conference organised by the Central Advisory Council for 
the Ministry (C.A.C.T.M.). The Chairman of the three-day 
Conference was the Bishop of Guildford. Rt. Rev. G. E. Reindorp 
who helped to make the conference a great success by his wonderful 
sense of humour; he came into two of the conferences with six- 
inch-long cigars—the alleged result of a lucky dip into the Easter 
Offering! The Chaplain was Canon T. R. Hare (Canon of Carlisle 
Cathedral).

Each day began with Matins and celebration of Holy Com
munion and ended with Compline.

The Rev. A. C. Bridge gave two lively talks on "The World in 
which we live” and "What it means to be a Christian.” Fr. 
Royall’s talk on “The Parson’s Job” showed that a priest's life is full of
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interest, and he himself has to be a, “Jack of all Trades.” The last 
talk, “The Layman’s Job,” given by Peter Whiteley, stressed the 
important part the layman has to play in the world and church today.

The conference ended with a brilliant and moving address by 
the Bishop.

S.P.N.

THE DEBATING SOCIETY
The life of the Society this term has been short but merry. Many 

and varied have been the oratorical devices, and these have revealed 
a fair reserve of potential among the Fifth-formers. One of the 
most poignant debates was over a motion which deplored the 
wearing of beards (especially by men). The principal speaker was 
R. G. Marquand who, owing to some physical deformity, was 
mercifully concealed behind a splendiferous beard which would 
have been the envy of Rasputin. A more subtle, though nonetheless 
amusing motion expressed regret at the passing of the gentleman 
from English Society.

The impromptu debates, when the members were compelled to 
speak at short notice, were very popular: the climax of the Society’s 
activities was the public-speaking contest held at the end of the 
Spring Term. Mr. Allen of Vc won convincingly, and it is hoped 
that this contest will become an institution. During the Summer 
Term, enthusiasm waned considerably, but the Society will have 
much grist for its mill at the time of the General Election.

W.F.B.

THE LITERARY SOCIETY
The normal activities of the Society were suspended after the 

reading of “Saturday Night at the Crown” and "The Hairy Ape”, 
owing to internal constitutional difficulties, and “ Le Bourgeois 
Gentilhomme” by Molifcre was the only play time allowed us to 
read before meetings were terminated in May owing to the increased 
pressure of work for A-level G.C.E. However, the final meeting 
of the Society, the annual dinner, has been arranged for July 17th.

K.R.M.

THE MUSIC SOCIETY
Meetings of the Music Society were a little disappointing lately 

because of rather diminished attendances—surprising, since we 
were mainly concerned with the music of 20th century composers, 
and in consequence, the programme presented a good deal of 
variety, since many different styles of 20th century music were 
included. Such composers as Gershwin and Kod&ly were very
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well received, whilst many members found the music of Stravinsky 
and Bartok, a little less easy to appreciate!

The term's activities concluded with an excellent (and informal) 
talk on the “Appreciation of Music” ; all who attended found it 
a very profitable and enjoyable experience.

A more ambitious project was undertaken at the end of last term: 
A Music Society Recital. This was well attended and was very 
well received. Mr. A. J. Hindle and D. J. Sibley (VI U.A) played 
piano solos and R. Dale and others (la) and G. P. Humphreys 
(VIU.A.) gave performances of English songs.

Because of the success of this recital, we hope to hold another one. 
in similar wise, at the end of this term—within School hours.

SENIOR SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY
Chairman: R. B. Titman Secretary: D. G. Coxon

During the Spring Term the Society held regular meetings and 
speakers on a variety of topics were invited. The session got 
under way with an interesting talk on printing techniques and 
newspaper production by Mr. F. G. Cragg, the General Manager of 
the Forman Newspapers. The Society is indebted to the following 
members of the staff of Nottingham University who spoke at the 
remaining meetings: Professor Chesters, Head of the Department 
of Botany, who gave a talk accompanied by slides on "A Visit to 
Ceylon” ; Dr. McKay of the Department of Civil Engineering 
whose illustrated talk was on Bridge Structure; Dr. Tuck of the 
Chemistry Department who gave a fascinating talk on Solutions; 
and Dr. Rose of the Mathematics Department who, in the final 
meeting, took the Society into the realms of logic and logic machines.

Good attendances were maintained throughout the term and it 
is clear that the newly formed Society has made its mark in the 
School.

R.B.T. and D.G.C.

HOUSE NOTES
BALK HOUSE

Balk House conveys its sincerest congratulations to Bulkeley 
and Barber Houses for their success in the Athletics competitions. 
However, our athletes performed admirably and with a little more 
enthusiasm and dedication we should enjoy some success in this 
field in the near future. We are pleased to report that the House 
took all three trophies at the Swimming Gala for the second 
successive year and we congratulate our swimmers for their 
determined efforts.

Unfortunately, the Senior Rugby competition was not completed
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this year but the House surprised many people with its remarkable 
team spirit, despite the absence of the captain through injury. 
The House also performed better than was expected in the Cross- 
Country championships.

A good performance in the Inter-House Cricket matches would 
complete a successful year.

S.H.
BARBER HOUSE

The House has enjoyed considerable success this year in most 
Inter-House activities in spite of the general lack of outstanding 
individuals in the teams. However, determination to win has been 
evident throughout the competitions and what success has been 
gained can be attributed largely to this.

The Swimming competition, a competition won more by individual 
members of the team than by the team as a whole, exposed our 
lack of these individuals. The Juniors and the Intermediates were 
both placed third, and the Seniors fourth. However, in Rugby 
the Juniors were placed second and the Seniors third, and the 
Cricket teams show possibilities of gaining even higher placings.

The Junior Athletics team won the House’s only cup this year and 
all members of that team are to be congratulated on a splendid 
effort, as also arc the members of the Intermediate and Senior 
Athletics teams who gained unexpected second and third places.

The enthusiasm of the Junior teams throughout the year has 
been most pleasing and promises well for the future. Unfortunately 
the Senior teams have proved the weakest of the House but these 
will be strengthened in future years by the present Intermediate 
teams which have shown consistently good results.

K.R.M.
BULKELEY HOUSE

Since the last issue of the Centaur the House has been engaged in 
all the Inter-House sporting events. The Rugby matches in the 
Senior section were played on a knockout basis this year. This 
meant that the House only played two matches. Although several 
of our players had sustained injury in School and County matches, 
the House team easily beat last year's runners-up. Balk House, 
but were powerless to prevent McEwen from winning the cup we 
have held for three years. The Juniors, however, fulfilled their 
promise and won the Junior cup after some crushing victories.

In Swimming, the House has had little opportunity to practise 
but despite this the Seniors excelled themselves by coming second 
to a good Balk House Team. Mention must be made of S. Parry 
who achieved the almost impossible in the hundred yards School 
championship by swimming breast stroke and nearly beating Davidson 
of Balk House.
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In Athletics the Seniors again did well by winning the Cross- 
Country and the joint Senior and Middle Championship on Sports 
Day. The Juniors, however, could only manage fourth place in 
both events.

There appears to be this year a considerable difference between 
the achievements of the Seniors and of the Juniors; a considerable 
gap that must be bridged by the Junior members of the House in 
the future years. With a more determined effort they should be 
able to keep Bulkeley at the top.

D.G.C.
McEWEN HOUSE

During the year the House has met with a great deal of success, 
the credit for which must be given to our many enthusiastic members.

In the Cross-country championships, the House was placed 
first by a wide margin in the Junior section and second in the Senior 
section. Though the Junior Rugby team had little success, the 
Senior team at least broke Bulkeley House’s domination of this 
event with a convincing victory, and were placed first in the 
championship. No cups were won in the Swimming championships 
but the Juniors are to be praised for the fine effort which placed 
them a very close second to Balk House. Success was experienced 
in the Athletic Sports; the Juniors again showed their future promise 
by being placed second and in the Senior section the House had a 
“walk-over” victory. Unfortunately, with the Senior cup’s being 
awarded for the combined total of the Senior and Intermediate 
groups, the House just failed to retain it, but by an extremely 
narrow margin. T. Smith is to be congratulated on his magnificent 
jumping in the Senior high jump where he raised the record by 
two-and-a-half inches.

The House is thus presenting a strong challenge for the House 
championship, the result of which will be known after the Junior 
and Senior cricket matches have been played. And if the level 
of enthusiasm displayed this year is maintained, the House can 
look forward to similar successes next year.

R.B.T.

THE PARENT-STAFF ASSOCIATION
The Spring Term meetings were particularly popular. Mr. 

Sutherland, with the help of several other members of Staff and a 
number of boys, organised demonstrations in Physical Education; 
details of this follow these notes.

Family Day was held on June 13th. We were very fortunate 
that the weather remained fine throughout the day. Since this was 
to be the last appearance of Mr. and Mrs. Houston at a Parent-Staff 
Association meeting we were looking forward to an especially
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The NATIONAL COAL BOARD offer Scholarships in 
MINING ENGINEERING to boys going on to University 
this autumn, followed by graduate training for professional 
qualifications, and an assured start in a responsible post 
in an industry vital to the nation.

MINING ENGINEERING is a 
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entrance and a N.C.B. 
Scholarship.
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well-attended Family Day. We were not disappointed. It was 
probably the highest attendance we have had. The tuck shop had 
record takings, and the last teas were not served until six o'clock.

After the presentation of the sports trophies, the President of the 
Association, Mr. S. Lindley, made a presentation to Mr. Houston, a 
token to buy roses for his garden in his new home. The Vice- 
President, Mrs. H. J. Piggott presented a bouquet to Mrs. Houston.

The evening concert was well up to our usual standard and we 
are grateful to Mr. Hindle who was largely responsible for organising 
it, and to the members of Staff, parents, boys and the Old Boy who 
entertained us.

Our special thanks are due to Mrs. Howlett and the ladies who 
prepared and served the tea.

R. McC.
THE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

DEMONSTRATION
On March llth  and I8lh, the Physical Education Staff, with the 

co-operation of many boys, presented, for the Parent-Staff 
Association, a compendium of the School’s Athletic pursuits.

The programme began in excellent style with the U.13 XV 
demonstrating the basic skills of Rugby Football, followed by the 
1st and 2nd XV displaying more advanced aspects of the game.

The 1st XI batsmen displayed a variety of strokes, and then did 
some practice, employing the specially designed trampolctte.

The Hockey XI must be congratulated on their very comprehensive 
demonstration in the strict confines of the hall.

The second phase of the exhibition illustrated the activities of a 
typical P.E. lesson. The Junior forms commenced with a period 
of “free expression” , the Middle forms provided a glimpse of the 
strengthening exercises in which they indulge, including the “ potted 
sports” which are designed to improve muscular co-ordination, and 
the Fifths demonstrated the obstacle course—which requires both 
strength and endurance.

The final section provided a glimpse into our club activities— 
Cross-country running. Fencing, Boxing, Badminton and Basket
ball—a good introduction to the two displays by the Dancing 
Society and the Gymnastics Club.

Mrs. S. A. Borton of Brincliffc School showed how she transforms 
the cumbersome Mellish Sixth-Formers into ballroom dancers! 
The members of The Dancing Society gave a polished display of 
the graceful Olde Tyme, Modern, and Ultra Modern dances.

A fitting finale was provided by the Gymnastics Club, members 
of which performed a series of skilful and spectacular vaults in 
very difficult circumstances.

J.G.S.
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ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS
THE FOUR INNS WALKING COMPETITION

The Four Inns Walking Competition is held annually for teams of 
three Rover-Scouts. The distance to be covered is about fifty miles 
of rough and difficult terrain in the Peak District of Derbyshire.

With two companions, I started from Holmbridge at 7.0 a.m. on 
March 14th in thick mist. In high spirits we strode out towards the 
endless hill to the ruins of the Isle of Skye Inn, the first check point, 
which we reached nine minutes ahead of schedule.

After about a mile-and-a-half of rough moorland country, we 
started the tough, steep climb to the summit of Black Hill, 1900 feet. 
We were now exposed to the full fury of a howling wind and driving 
rain. It was impossible to open the map and we depended entirely 
on compass directions to follow the ridge to the second check point, 
the little village of Crowden, where the W.V.S. had provided a 
mobile canteen.

Reluctantly leaving this warm canteen, the most hazardous and 
ililliuilt stage of the whole walk now confronted us; we were faced 
with crossing the long stretch of trackless, ridged, peat-moor of 
lllcuklow. I andmarks we had noticed when training were shrouded 
in nusi A howling wind lashed the rain at our sodden clothing. 
Again we relied entirely on the compass. We plodded on and on and 
on. up one ndge and down another, through the boggy peat. One 
ol my companions was troubled with cramp but we struggled on and 
eventually, three hours late, reached the next check point, the Snake 
Inn. This was where most of the wet, dis-spirited competitors 
dropped out, including the member of our team with cramp. How 
welcome was that bowl of soup! How hard to leave the shelter!

We were now faced with the crossing of Kinder Scout. It was a 
slow grind up to the top but the crossing, compared with that of 
Bleaklow, seemed comparatively easy and the downhill walk to 
Edalc gave us an opportunity to recover our physical strength and 
morale. Fortified by hot soup and biscuits at the Nag’s Head we 
resolved to continue towards the next check points at C'hapcl-en-le- 
Frith and Whitehall Youth Centre. This was a straightforward 
walk along wet footpaths and roads. By now it was dark.

It was by torchlight that we made our way along paths and 
cart-tracks over the Goyt Suspension Bridge to the Cat and Fiddle 
Inn. Our muscles seized up at the brief halt and painfully we 
continued our weary trek along the road towards the finishing 
point. Harpur Hill Junior School and this we reached at 11.0 p.m. 
after 16 hours of the toughest, most demoralising conditions I have 
ever experienced.

P.H. (V! L.Sc.)
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MORNING
Arise! and welcome in the new-born day.
For morning’s light has chased the night away;
Now rises in the East, at crack of dawn,
The golden herald of the dewy morn:
Now flees the owl to seek his hidden bower.
And beaming sunlight opens every flower.
Now, shining forth in many a brilliant ray,
The emerald leaves a million gems display;
Upon the thorns with silver thread so fine 
The twinkling webs of busy spiders shine.
How marvellous is Nature, who, at night.
Prepares for us so wonderful a sight!

J.S .(VIL.

ENGLISH WEATHER (or Fletcher's Farewell)
Why is it that when Summer comes 
The thunder sounds like four great guns,
And rain comes splashing, dashing, down 
Ruining the gardens, even in town.
Flattening the corn, the wheat and the roses.
The farmer’s nightmare, one supposes?
Why can’t we have just one week free
To go swimming, fishing, or paddle in the sea?

Why is it that when Summer arrives 
It’s too wet or cold to go for drives?
The umpires seldom uncover the wicket 
Because it’s much too wet for cricket.
The tennis and bowling greens lie dripping wet.
Is the shower over, or restarting yet?
The only solution that I can see
Is to emigrate to Australia . . . like me.

C. F. (/I

1812
The almighty Napoleon, with army so bold.
All clothed in rich vestments of deep blue and gold, 
Invaded great Russia, determined to win.
To conquer and crush her, subdue her to him.

He fought bloody battles and won them with ease. 
The Tsar and the Bear were brought to their knees; 
Elated with victory, loud did he rejoice;
“ Forward! To Moscow!” commanded his voice.
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He reached it in triumph but only to find 
The Russians had razed it, left nothing behind.
The Emperor was purple with rage and with fury 
The Tsar had bereft him of power and of glory.

Here he was, deep in Russia with thousands of men,
There was nought he could do only turn back again.
Thus came the ordeal of awful retreat.
In the bleak, Russian winter, men fell at his feet.

One six-hundredth returned with their sad tale of woe.
The Grand Army had withered and perished in snow.

J.A.C. (VI L.A.)

Ebb Tide—SerafH-rboard by A. Rayment (V'l.U.Sc.)

THE ANGLO-SAXONS
Since I discovered myself to be the re-incarnation of either 

Francois Villon, Frederick II, or Buddy Holly, I have felt that, as a 
foreigner, I can comment objectively on the Anglo-Saxons.

From the time of the Versailles treaty, when Clemcnccau referred 
to the English and Americans as Les Pacifistes Anglo-Saxons, 
every Frenchman worth his sel has despised them. Originally
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the Anglo-Saxons had Nordic characteristics—blue eyes, blond hair, 
a striking appearance—which afforded Pope Gregory the opportun
ity for that horrible pun, “ Not Angles, but Angels.” Inter-marriage 
with the Norman master-race has produced a marvellous variety 
of physical types, and occasionally the mixture has thrown up a 
genius such as myself.

The language of the Anglo-Saxons is crude, and was only saved 
from degenerating into a series of animal grunts by the timely 
intervention of the Normans.

The typical Anglo-Saxon is morally a prude and a hypocrite; the 
vilest sin is to be found out. But he, like Peter, is betrayed by his 
speech. His manners also leave a lot to be desired. If he swears 
like a trooper, if he eats chips with his fingers, if his feet sweat, if 
he swigs beer until he vomits, then he is a thorough-going Anglo- 
Saxon. He is also very insular: “Wogs begin at Calais.”

We Normans must not allow these people independence until 
they have been educated. We have made this country what it is; 
we must preserve our racial identity by separate development. 
Boycott Anglo-Saxon towns like Cleethorpes. Blackpool and 
Southend. Use separate buses, churches, and toilets. Herd them 
on to the outskirts of our way of life. And let us not yoke our 
girls in uneasy union with these peasants. The world looks to us 
to save it from the cancer of integration.

W.F.B. (VI U.A.)

THE PASSER BY
The all-enfolding night crept on;
A shadow flickered.
Then was gone;
The churchyard bell rang dismally.
A story it seemed to tell to me 
Of days gone by 
And mystery . . .

A shadow flickered.
Then was gone.
I stayed no more,
I hurried on.

C.H. (Ila)

THE MOON
Last night I walked beside the sea; 
I saw a glowing ball 
Rising out of the blackness;
To me it seemed to call.
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What message had it come to bring?
I couldn’t catch the phrases—
The wind was whistling in my ear;
And yet the sight amazes.

Later that night I lay in bed 
And saw the moon again;
And as I stared into that face 
I’m sure I heard my name!

If only we had other ears 
And other voices too.
Perhaps we'd understand much more 
The secret thoughts of . . .  . Who?

S.A. (Tr)

THE BULLY
He used to watch and wait for me.

And I was frightened as could be;
He’d say, “Come on: I’ll have you. Jack,”

Then pin my arms behind my back.

Down to the playing fields he went;
He crept inside my little tent.

And saw my racket lying there;
He grabbed it; I could only stare.

To a policeman, did I go;
He took the bully's name, and so 

He marched him off to Kimberley—
The sergeant there he had to see.

The sergeant said, “You wish to charge 
This boy?” His eyes looked very large.

I thought about his family 
And said, “ No, just shake hands with me.”

P.R. (Ila)

THE MANSION
Some time ago, when I was glancing through a magazine, an 

advertisement caught my eye. It described a mansion to be sold 
by auction, a mansion which sounded strangely familiar. The 
advertisement went something like this—

“A luxurious. Georgian-styled mansion, built in the early part 
of this century and situated on the outskirts of Nottingham, is to 
be sold by public auction later this month.
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The mansion is buill round two central courtyards. The front 
is two storeys high while the rest of the building is one: from the 
upstairs rooms is a good view across the pleasant industrial land
scape. Apart from the main building there is a modern annex, 
servants’ quarters, an indoor rifle-range for the amateur rifleman, 
a large wooden summerhouse situated on the edge of the grounds 
and several other outhouses.

The whole establishment has over thirty large rooms and an 
infinite number of smaller ones. There are five bathrooms. The 
dining room is medium-sized and will hold, at a conservative 
estimate, about one hundred and fifty people. The kitchen, which 
produces superb meals, is well-equipped and is capable of dealing 
with twice the number of people mentioned above. There is a 
beautiful ballroom, behind which is a miniature gymnasium. There 
arc three state rooms on the front of the building and. on the sides 
and back of the building, numerous guest rooms. The library, 
which is above the state rooms and is more modern than the rest 
of the building, will be sold with its vast selection of literature, 
the mansion also has its own well-fitted workshop—which will 
interest the handy man.

The building will be sold with its internal fittings, Louis XVI 
furniture and a collection of antique guns and uniforms. The 
staff, such as the French cook and the butler, are willing to stay at 
their posts with a new owner. To make the bargain more attractive 
several ‘old masters’ will be given to whoever buys the mansion.

Finally, there are sixteen acres of parkland and gardens which 
are looked after by two gardeners. In the grounds is a cricket 
pitch used by the local cricket team.”

Yes, it sounded very familiar. It reminded me of School.
S.A. (IVa)

THE WANDERER
A-wandering, a-wandering,
A-wandering is the life for me—
Not knowing and not caring 
What the next town will be.
A-wandering, a-wandering.
Over bracken, moor, and stile—
A-wandcring, a-wandering.
For many a weary mile.
Some call me a vagabond.
Others just a tramp;
I call myself a-wanderer 
Without a home or camp.

R.C. {Ilia)



Thirty-eight THE CENTAUR

Pl
ea

se
, 

Si
r!



THE CENTAUR Thirl v-nine

IN THE AIR
The people like ants—and cotton wool clouds—
Floating around in misty shrouds—
The whistling wind—the pilot inside her—
Oh! what bliss to ride in a glider!

The curve, the climb! No engines roaring—
Just silent, graceful, effortless soaring.
The pilot has good reason to "pride" her 
For he knows the bliss of a ride in a glider.

Then touch-down, in a field of clover;
The landing comes; the flight is over.
His eyes with pride are growing wider 
As affectionately he looks at the glider.

But one day he will fly so high.
So high that he can reach the sky
With the whistling wind, he’ll be inside her!
His forever, the bliss of a flying glider!

S.T. (/r)

THE WOFFLESONG BI RDIE
Once upon a turtle there libbed a wofflesong burdie, which trild 

its song frae mournful til nightie: when nightie arribcd it would 
desist. Closeby, a Chessex kittie would be sited, watch-chain the 
wofflesong burdie, while Williard, the Cairngull tear-away would 
lie snoozing in a type of doggie-nappic, one cyebold piering at the 
Chessex kittie, which kept kinglearing back at the wofflesong 
burdie. This wurzledaily happening, til one Thorsdag mournful 
in Octcmbre, when a linoleum discaged itself frae the Cala Ma Zoo. 
This lino grimbed hold of Williard and wrinkled him in one gulph; 
then it did catch the Chessex kittie and galumphed it moist wishushly. 
The linoleum then ran under a traction-stroller and was terminated. 
Sins that fatty-full Thorsdag mournful the wofflesong burdie has 
not trild one song.

J.O. (F7 I'.A.)

VALE!
"Give Three Cheers!” for THE BOSS!
His departure’s a loss
To his friends in the Upper School.
NOW his friends—but before
They bent down—and how sore
Did they leave—with how troubled an air!
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But now that time has gone;
No more punishments, none;
We're his friends in the Upper School.
But he's leaving, alas.
To retire! Let him pass!
And from all of us now "Goodbye. Sir!”

J.C. (Vc)

A ROCKER
He used to be a Rocker lad.
As tough as tough could be!
No-one else could "put the boot in”
Quite as well as he.
He had his bike tuned-up a treat.
He topped the ton ’most every night.
And all the Mods would quake with fear 
As soon as he came into sight.
He kept his 'dusters cleaned and oiled.
For Clacton was his “home”.
And with his bike-chain neatly coiled 
The promenade he'd roam.

S.P.G. {VI L.A.)

S

DELICIOUS SW EETS

C. WATHOUGH t  CO. LTD. PADDOCK STREET. NOTTINGHAM. • TEL. NOTTH.
53164



HORNES all clued up on young menswear
A C R O S S
I. A name that adds note to John 
Peel’s sound get-up. (5)
5. Little relatives attached to 1 
across (following the smart example 
of their big ones?) (Abbr.) (4 )
9. If you put it on a horse, Homes 
will provide it, tail and all! (5)
II. Midday parts the morning from 
it. (9)
13. Any master’s address. (3 )
14. Mathematical complement of 
salad days? (3 )
16. Polite request to change sides. 
(i» I* 1)
17. States there are fifty-one for 
you and me. (2)
20. Football Association. (Abbr.)
(2)
21. Whether to sport an old one or 
a new? Homes solve the knotty 
problem! (6 -3)
23. Affirm in truth you will find it 
in a very short time. (4 )
25. The golden alternative? (2)
26. For all at this, go to Homes. (4 )
27. Fled after the knock-out. But 
brought to book! (5 )

29. Supporters of boards of educa
tion. (6 )
30. Being the first man who didn’t 
shop at Homes, his garb was barely 
adequate 1 (4 )
DOW N
2. If tout should supply the whole, 
the second part may well be first 
part. (6 )
4. Come forth from one direction 
and lose identity in another. (6 )
6. Short colonel in R.A. at mix up 
keeps out an element. (8 )
7. To do so or'not depends on one’s 
class, but will always lower one’s 
standing. (3 )
8. Nothing after signs of money, 
initially awarded. (1, 1, 1)
10. Yo’s double associate 13 down 
sang, at a rummy do! (2 )
11. H, as for Home. (8)
12. Homes make them for short 
legs and long legs. They turn out 
as fine legs. (8 )
15. Steep, if you like, not of prices 
but value at Homes. (5)
18. A slippery slope indeed; only 
to set foot on it is to go on the 
loose. (5)
19. You’ll pull these up at Homes.
(5)
20. The goddess of flowers. (5)
22. In his mission awa’ up north, 
St. Columba made it a Christian 
centre. (4 )
24. By way of being latin. (3)
28. Small advertisement. (2 )
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Outfitters to Henry Mellish Grammar School 
HORNE BROTHERS. 1-3 LONG ROW, NOTTINGHAM.



The following i te m s  are always in stock in a full 
range of sizes :—

School Blazers & Ties

School Caps & Scarves

School Pullovers & Slipovers

School Shoes & Rugger Boots

School Suits of Jackets & Long Trousers 
or Jackets & Short Trousers

School Raincoats

HENRY MELLISH 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL

An experienced staff will help you choose wisely 
and economically. Our prices can b e  compared 
with advantage with those of any other s to c k is t  

of our first-class quality merchandise

Of f i c i a l l y  a c c r e d i t e d  
Suppliers of School 
Clothing for the Henry, 
Mellish Grammar School 
Nottingham.

GRIFFIN & SPALDING LIMITED LONG ROW NOTTINGHAM TELEPHONE 4S577

lohn Clough & Son (Printers) L td ., 124/12* Canal S treet, Nottingham.


