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THE HENRY MELLISH G.S. 1st XV, 1962-63
Back Row: P. W. Ross: R. G. Marquand; R. J. Wortley; J. S. Gibson; R. B. Titman: 
J. W. Evans; A. Dewar; C. R. Deane; D. M. Hobson; Mr. W. L. Evans.
Front Row: M. E. Rayner: M. B. R. M arriott; J. G. Stimpson; The Headmaster; J. C. Knight;

D. G. Coxon; A. D. Kingstone.
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E D IT O R IA L
As we tried to persuade our fellows to contribute, as we well 

knew they were able to, to this issue of The Centaur, we were moved 
to echo the sentiments of The Listener, expressed in a recent leading 
article: "We have become a nation of spectators". We do less 
and watch more; the younger generation get more like their elders, 
content to sit back in comfort, turn a knob and watch the few 
energetic souls left enjoying "the art o f action.”

The Headmaster of Rugby School, commenting on the new 
Certificate of Proficiency in the Lise of English demanded by the 
universities of all intending entrants, and deploring the need for 
such, implies that we have not only lost the art o f action by substitut
ing watching for doing, but we are in danger of losing the art o f 
writing by neglecting writing for speaking.

How sad it is that the glories of literary expression, of literature 
itself, are diminishing, and that gutteral, animal noises are, once 
again, to be our only means of communicating with one-another!

Yet, however true the picture here presented may be. hope for 
better things is still justifiable: letting off steam is still natural to us 
and the younger we are the more steam there is. To channel the 
steam towards profitable outlets, we have the Debating Society, for 
instance, the Modelling Club, and many others whose activities are 
sometimes recorded in these pages.

If we can't all be William Shakespeares—and for this future 
generations may be grateful—we, at any rate, begin with unlimited 
potentialities, and we are now. having read this, aware of the 
dangers ahead and can guard against them, by, e.g.. writing for the 
next issue of The Centaur.

Or should we say. with Thomas Gray,
"Where ignorance is bliss 

'Tis folly to be wise"?
B.J.P.
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SC H O O L  O F F IC IA L S
School Captain:
Vice-Captain:
Prefects:

Sub-Prefects:

J. G. Stimpson 
J. C. Knight
B. M. Austin, R. L. Cowlin, D. G. Coxon,
C. R. Deane, J. W. Evans, F. B. Green.
P. Hallam, A. D. Kingstone, A. Lawson, 
G. C. McGibbon, D. F. Raynor, D. J. Snodin. 
R. Stocks, R. B. Titman, D. T. Turner.
M. J. Barratt, R. Bassford, R. J. Bishop,
W. F. Bullock. A. J. S. Burnett. A. Dewar,
A. L. Fisher, D. M. Hobson, A. H. Johnson.
J. H. Lee, R. G. Marquand, M. B. R. Marriott,
K. R. Mills, R. J. Morris, B. J. Pallett. R. Reed.
D. J. Taylor, P. J. Taylor, I. Wilson, P. S. Wiser.

SC H O O L  N O T E S

Apart from almost unprecedented bad weather which caused so 
many of our outside activities to be cancelled, the Spring Term 
brought few memorable incidents worthy of record.

It was decided to give Rugby Colours to R. G. Marquand, D. G. 
Coxon and J. C. Knight, and re-award to J. G. Stimpson.

Representing the School in the County Grammar Schools XV were 
Stimpson and Green, and in the Three Counties 1st XV these same 
two with G. A. Smith and Corbett who also played in the County 
Under 15 team.

There was one visit to The Playhouse in February to see “The 
Shoemaker’s Holiday” . Not until July 12th do we go there this 
term; we shall then see "Man and Superman”, the Playhouse 
Company’s last production in the present building. Thereafter our 
theatre-going will be to the new Civic Theatre in East Circus St.

The term ended with, for some, the December G.C.E. Examina
tions and the film, shown to the whole school, on April 4th, “The 
Admirable Crichton” .

At the December G.C.E. Examinations the following gained 
Certificates at "Ordinary” level in two subjects:— R. D. Johnson; 
in one subject:— J. Barker, D. Bassford, R. J. Bishop, M. J. Brice, 
J. A. Butchart. R. C. Crooks, R. K. Foster, P. E. Lawton, G. B. Lee, 
R. J. Marshall, R. McGrath, B. R. Muir, D. A. Peberdy, M. G. Peck, 
C. Pinnock, M. G. Preston, M. J. Robinson, P. W. Ross, R. S. Slack. 
R. Stenson, I. Stokes, R. D. Thompson, J. D. Trueman, R. G. 
Waldron.

During the Easter Holidays, a party of boys and masters visited 
Paris and the Loire Valley and the C.C.F. were active in two
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directions, the Naval Section at Chatham and a mixed party on 
Arduous Training on Dartmoor.

During the coming Summer Holidays, eighty boys and masters 
are spending a fortnight on the Adriatic coast—four days in Venice 
and seven in Rimini.

Thirty Sixth Form boys and masters will be visiting Osmington, 
Dorset, on a Geography and Biology Field Course in July and the 
three Sections of the C.C.F., Army, Navy and Air Force, will be 
tactically employed at Aldershot, cruising to Brittany on H.M.S. 
Tenby, and in N. Ireland respectively.

Parents' Day was June 15th, a dry and sunny day; a record 
number attended and enjoyed the fare provided, especially the 
annual school sports when five new records were established—in 
the Junior 100 yds., 220 yds., shot and high jump, and the Senior 
triple jump.

Cricket Colours for 1963 have been awarded to P. S. Wiser, 
re-awards to R. Stocks, C. G. McGibbon, J. G. Stimpson and 
M. J. Peck, and half-colours to J. Dale, A. D. Kingstonc, A. 
Johnson and B. M. Austin.

We are grateful to T. A. Magness (1929-32) for an account of his 
personal experiences in connection with the building of the Kariba 
Dam; we would welcome other such news from Old Boys.

The School Dramatic Society will be producing Emlyn Williams’ 
“The Druid’s Rest”, December Ilth-I3th, and hopes to have the 
support of Old Boys and Parents, as well as of school members 
during that week.

The Magazine Committee from this issue consists of Messrs.
E. W. Adams, R. J. Bishop and B. J. Pallet! (Editorial); R. 
McCandless (Parent-Staff Assoc.); S. Marshall (Advertisements;) 
H. Drabble (O.B.A.).

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following magazines 
and apologise for possible omissions: The Brums Magazine, Carlton- 
le- Willows Magazine, The Cestrefelilian, The Granthamian, The 
Mitre, The New tonian, The West Britlgfordian, The Magazine o f  the 
Royal College, Ceylon.

V A L E T E
VI U.A. Green. F. B. 
y i  U.M. Winticld, C. T.
Va Williams, C. P.
Vh Pinnock, C.; Thompson, R. D.
Vv Preston, M. G .; Simons, D. A.
Illb  Pennington, E. T.

lib Walker, M. S.
A V E T E
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R U G B Y  F O O T B A L L
Whilst the results attained by this year's 1st XV do not bear 

comparison with the highly successful records of the past few 
seasons, it can still he said that the team has had a reasonably good 
season, having lost to only three schools (although Welbeck College 
and the Old Boys also indicted defeats upon the team.) The most 
outstanding achievement of the season was the performance of both 
the 1st and 2nd XVs in attaining five wins and a draw on the 
Merseyside tour, while the most disappointing feature was the 
failure of the School team to gain any success in the end of season 
seven-a-side tournaments.

Representative honours gained by members of the School this 
season include the selection of Stimpson and Green to play for the 
County Schoolboys team, and G. A. Smith and Corbett for the 
County Under 15 team. All four were also selected for ihcir 
respective Three Counties teams, and Marquand and Coxon played 
for the County Second XV.

C.R.D.

C R IC K E T  1963
Though the School opened with four consecutive, convincing 

victories, there were hidden weaknesses which were brought sharply 
into perspective against the exacting opposition of the High School. 
Most important perhaps w as the lack of"genuine pace and penetration 
so vital on good wickets: also there was the comparative failure of 
Stocks to recapture his form of 1962, which resulted in the attack 
lacking real hostility and bite. On the credit side however, the 
batting again had both power and class with McGibbon, Stocks, 
Peck. Wiser and Stimpson always threatening a flood of runs, a 
fact which made the departures of Bush and Green less keenly felt. 
The lidding showed some improvement, particularly the throwing-in, 
often of very high standard; here Stimpson and Brice excelled.

R.S.
RESULTS

4th May v Bilborough G.S. (Away) Won by 7 wkts.
Bilborough: 29.
School: 30 for  3.
Bilborough could find no answer to the School pace attack and Johnson in 

particular bowled excellently to achieve the initial breakthrough. Despite 
early shocks the School moved easily to a convincing victory.

15th May v Loughborough G.S. (Home) Won by 9 wkts.
Loughborough: 84.
School: 85 for I. (Stocks 38 n.o.. Peck 31 n.o).
In a rain-marred game the pace attack again achieved a measure of dominance 

on a slow wicket. In reply Stocks and Peck steered the School to another win 
with ever-increasing confidence.



If you aim to start out on a career (not just 
to take a j»h>; If you like meeting people 
(all sorts of people); if you are interested 
in si hat urns on around you land in the 
larger world outside) then there K mueh 
that will satisfy you in our sersiee.
For we provide an amazing variety of 
banking facilities through an organiza
tion of over 2,400 branches — large and 
small—in the cities, towns and villages of 
Ingland and Wales and the Channel 
Islands. We have. too. offices at the 
leading airports, at the Ocean Terminal. 
Southampton and in several of the 
Cunard liners. The Midland is every
where - in  everything. You will find no 
lack of variety if you join us.

► SALARIES ARE GOOD
The basic salary scale compares favour
ably with any in similar fields, bxamplcs

But do remember that these arc only the 
basic figures. Every young man of 
promise is given practical help and 
encouragement and those, for example, 
who move into a Special Grade will 
receive at least £160 above the figure 
quoted.

► PROSPECTS ARE EXCELLENT
Promotion is based solely on merit (and. 
moreover, on merit regularly, impartially 
and widely assessed). Training is provided 
at every stage to prepare all who respond 
to it for early responsibility and the 
Bank's special scheme for Study Leave 
will be available to assist you in your 
studies for the Institute of Bankers 
Examinations. Young men can confi
dently train to enter branch management 
(many will reach it while still in their 
thirties). Salaries in this field range from 
a minimum of £1,730 to £4,500 a year 
and more—according to the level of 
responsibility attained.
The highest positions in the bank arc 
open to all and at the top arc rewards that 
would satisfy even the most ambitious.
► PENSIONS ARE FREE
A non-contributory Pension Scheme 

brings a pension equal to two-thirds 
of linal salary after full service.
► YOU SHOULD HAVE
a good school record (G.C.E. passes 
at 'A' level entitle you to one year's 
seniority on the salary scale, and 
earn exemptions in certain subjects 
of the Institute of Bankers Examin
ations). Sound health, absolute 
integrity and the will to succeed arc 
also essential.

► WE SHALL HAVE
pleasure in arranging for you to have an 
interview with a District Staff Superin
tendent at one of a number of convenient 
centres in London and the Provinces, but 
please write first to:—

Ag. Provinces Control London
17 £305 £405
I t 37S 475
11 440 540
u 5*5 6*5
31 930 1030

THE STAFF MANAGER

M I D L A N D  B A N K  L I M I T E D
HEAD OFFICE, POULTRY, LONDON, E.C.2.



W hatever your choice, the  fu tu re  is b righ t a t  Boots. This big 
and varied company offers you a trem endous choice of worthwhile 
and in te restin g  careers.

Your Careers Adviser can  help you choose the  rig h t one and 
give you leaflets about the  prospects in  Commerce, Laboratories, 
Apprenticeships, Production, Offices and Shops. You can be sure of 
generous pay, good companionship—and g rea t in te rest in  your 
progress. Boots offer plenty of worthwhile ex tras , too. O pportunities 
for fu rth e r study, regu lar bonuses, pension scheme, good (and 
inexpensive) dining rooms, social and sports clubs— all these help 
to  m ake a happy, secure and rew arding career.

Once you have spoken to  your Careers adviser a t school, or 
Youth Employment Officer, come to see Boots. W e shall gladly 
give all the  help we can. W rite  or call a t :

T H E  P E R S O N N E L  D E P A R T M E N T ,  B O O T S  P U R E  D R U G  C O .  L I M I T E D
S tation  S treet N ottingham
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18th May r West Bridgford G.S. (Home) Won by 77 runs
School: 123 for 4 dec. (McGihbon 52, Stocks 34).
W B  53. ( Dale 8 fo r  14).
In unpleasant conditions. Stocks and McGibbon gave the School a confident 

start against a keen opposition attack, and although this was not consolidated, 
we were able to declare in a strong position. Dale, bowling superbly, proved 
almost unplayable, and W.B. were ruthlessly despatched with time to spare.

25th May v Carlton-lc-Willows G.S. (Home) Won by 75 runs
School: 140 fo r  8 dec. (McGihbon 36, Stimpson 33).
Carlton: 65 (Stocks 6 for  14).
The School often had to struggle unaccountably against moderate bowling, 

but McGibbon and Stimpson added some stability, and a flourish by the tail 
improved matters. Carlton began well against a School attack lacking 
penetration until Stocks demolished all resistance in a 6 for I spell.

8th June v Nottingham High School (Away) Lost by 10 wkts.
School: 93. (Stimpson 53).
High School: 94 for  0.
In perfect conditions the School batsmen, with the exception of Stimpson, 

who fought a lone but exhilarating duel with the opposition, managed to contrive 
their own downfall. The School attack failed to win an early breakthrough and 
lost momentum as the High School consolidated their easily won initiative.

12th June v Nottm. University (Home) Won by 124 runs
School: 173 for 3 dec. (Peck 81 n o., Wiser 40).
University: 49. (Austin 7 for 22).
The School returned to peak form with Peck and Wiser confidently wresting 

the initiative and leaving the University an imposing target, which they never 
looked capable o f reaching. Austin gained a just reward for a fine spell of 
pace bowling in hot, tiring conditions.

22nd June v Newark Magnus G.S. (Away) Lost by 6 wkts.
School: 105 for  4 dec. ( Wiser 38 n.o., Stimpson 24).
Newark: 106 for 4.
The School, batting first on a soft wicket, found difficulty in forcing the pace. 

Our total seemed adequate, however, but again our bowling lacked accuracy 
and hostility and Newark had ample time to hit olf the runs.

2nd XI
4th May v Hilborough G.S. (Home)

School 121 for  6 dec. (Motley 25, Tat ham 33). 
Bilhoroagh: 53. < Hallam 3 for 6, Morley 3 for  8).

11th May v Cripps Hall (Home)
Cripps: 68. (Austin 4 for 9, Varnham 3 for  6). 
School: 69 for  8. (Morley 20).

15th May v Loughborough G.S. (Away)
Loughborough: 66. (Morley 7 for  22).
School: 67 for 2. (Cate 20 n.o., Talham 24 n.o.).

18th May v West Bridgford G.S. (Away)
West Bridgford: 121 for  9 dec. <Lewis 4 for  32). 
School: 92 for 4. (Talham 49 n.o., Morley 37).

Won by 68 runs

Won by 2 wkts.

Won by 8 wkts.

Drawn
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8th June v Nottingham High School (Away) Lost by I wkt.
School: 158 for  3 dec. (M otley 59, Calc 49 /».<>.).
High School: 159 for  9. ( Austin 5 for  35).

22nd June v High Pavement G.S. (Home) Won by 86 runs
School: 133 for  8 dec. (M otley 35. Weselhy 36).
High Pavement: 47. (Brice 4 for 6, I'arnham 3 for 12).

U.I5 XI
4th May v Arnold High School (Home) Drawn

School: 104 for  6 dec. (Mor ley 22, Wilson 29, Smith 26).
Arnold: 36 fo r  7. (Lewis 4 for  14).

25th May v Carlton-le-Willows G.S. (Away) Won by 42 runs
School: 89 for  I dec. (Cole 31 n.o.. Motley 38).
Carlton: 47. (Lewis 5 for  19).

U.I4 XI
18th May v West Bridgfbrd G.S. (Away) Lost by 7 runs

West Bridgford: 58. (Swannell 4 for  17).
School: 51.

25th May v Carlton-le-Willows G.S. (Away)
School: 80. (Kerry 19).
Carlton: 57. (Brown 5 for  28).

15th June v High Pavement G.S. (Away)
School: 85. (Johnson 21).
High Pavement: 60. ( Tindall 4 for  23).

22nd June v Newark Magnus G.S. (Home)
School: 70. (Brown 24).
Newark: 71 for  5. (Johnson 3 for  11).

U.I3 XI
30th May v High Pavement G.S. (Away)

High Pavement: 75. (Cooper 4 fo r  6).
School: 52.

Won by 23 runs

Won by 25 runs

Lost by 5 wkts

Lost by 23 runs

22nd June v Fairham School (Home) Drawn
Fairham: 77.
Sc hind: 55 for  8.

Final:

SENIOR HOUSE MATCHES
i Bulkcley 139 for 2 (McGibbon 96) 
) Balk 59 for 7
i Barber 77
) McEwen 25 (Rennie 7 for 9)

Barber 57 (Morris 7 for 25)
Bulkeley 58 for 2
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A T H L E T IC S

Nine

The sian  of the Mile Race.
As last year. Athletics training has been held on Friday evenings 

after school and it has been encouraging to see so many younger 
members attending. The School Sports (held on Family Day as 
last year) were a great success; five records were broken, two of 
them by King of Bulkeley House in the Junior 100 and 220 yards. 
The Clifton Cup for the Senior and Middle groups combined was 
won for the second successive year by McEwcn House and the 
Norman Cup (for Juniors) was won by Bulkeley House.

In the South Notts. Sports, held on 28th May, many of the School 
were successful in qualifying for the South Notts, team for the 
County Championships; Evans again won the 100 yards convincingly 
but was unable to attend the County Championships because of the 
injury he sustained in the School Sports.

R.J.W.
SPORTS RESULTS

J un ior
100 Yards: I King (Hulk.), 2 Longdon (Barb), 3 Borejko (&//L) -I I -9 sees.* 
220 Yards: I King (Bulk.), 2 Longdon (Barb.), 3 Jcnkinson (McE.) 27-8 secs.* 
R elay : I Bulkeley, 2 McEwen, 3 Balk, 4 Barber—56-1 secs.
Hk»h J ump: I Jefferson (Bulk.), 2 Dennis (Bulk.), 3 Price (Barb.)—4' 6''*
Lonci J ump: I Clifton (Bulk ), 2 Hitchcock (McE.), 3 Davey (Balk)— 14' I"
T rip le  Jump: I Cooper (Bulk.), 2 Jefferson (Bulk.). 3 Hitchcock (McE.)—29' 1J" 
C rick e t Ball: I Price (Barb.), 2 Jcnkinson (McE.), 3 Faux (Barb.) 205' 4" 
S ho t: I Faux (Barb.), 2 Buksman (Bulk.), 3 Lcivcrs (Balk.)—40' I"*

INTERMLDI ATI-
100 Yards: I Towle (Barb.), 2 Corbett (McE.), 3 Turner (Hulk.)—11-5 secs.
220 Yards: I Towle (Barb.), 2 Turner (Bulk.), 3 Caspar (Balk)—25-4 secs.
440 Yards: I Smith (Bulk.), 2 Drage (McE.), 3 Corbett (M c.E)—58-7 secs.
880 Yards: I Lavcrick (Bulk.). 2 Harker (McE.), 3 Corbett (McE.)—2min. 
20 2 secs.
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I M ile: I Lavcrick (Hulk.), 2 Smith (Hulk.),  3 Tindall (McE.)—5 min. 20-8 sees. 
R elay: I Bulkelcy, 2 McEwen, 3 Balk, 4 Barber 51 -6 sees.
High Jump: I Turner (Bulk.) ,  2 Toogood (Bulk),  3 Bcardall (Bulk .)—4' 9"
Long Jump: I Marker (M et.), 2 Bcardall (Bulk.), 3 Brookes (McE.) -17' 7” 
Triple J ump: I Hammond (Bulk). 2 Towle (Barb.). 3 Tindall (McE.)—32' I I "  
J avfi.in : I I as crick (Bulk.), 2 Brookes (McE.), 3 Smith (McE.)— 100' 3”
S ho t: I Wheatley (Bulk).  2 Hunt (McE.), 3 Austen (M cE.)—Y l '  0"
Discus: I Swain (Barb.), 2 Wheatley (Bulk),  3 Hunt (McE.)— 115' 4 |"

Seniors
100 Y aros: I Stimpson (Bulk.) ,  2 Evans (Barb.),  3 Coxon (McE.)— 10-8 secs. 
220 Yards: I Stimpson (Bulk.) ,  2 Hobson (Bulk.) ,  3 Raynor (Barb.)  24- 8 secs. 
440 Yards: I Titman (McE.), 2 MeGibbon (Bulk.) ,  3 Deane (McE.)—55*3 secs. 
880 Yards: I Titman (McE.), 2 Drink.ill (McE.), 3 Whiltamore (Bulk .)—  

2 min. 12*3 secs.
I M ile: I Whittamorc (Bulk.) ,  2 Drinkall (McE.), 3 Lindley (Burh.)—4 min.

58-5 secs.
Relay: I McEwen, 2 Bulkelcy. 3 Balk, 4 Barber.
High Jump: I O tter (Bulk) ,  2 Taylcrson (McE.), 3 Marker (McE.)—5' I \ "
I XMG Jump: I Wortley (McE.), 2 Austin (Bulk.) ,  3 Eisher (Ba lk )—18' 7"
Triple Jump: I Wortley (McE.), 2 Fisher (Balk) .  3 Austin (Bulk.)  40' 6J”* 
Javelin : I Deane (McE.), 2 Marriot (Balk).  3 Brown (Bulk.)— 126' 2"
S ho t: I Stimpson (Bulk.) ,  2 Raynor (Barb ), 3 Austin (Bulk.)—37' I”
Discus: I Raynor (Bulk.) ,  2 Turner (McE.), 3 Wortley (McE .)—
t a  i V a u lt: I Lindley (Barb.),  2 Harkcr (McE.). 3 Otter (Balk)  - 8 '  6"

S W IM M IN G
The Inter-House School Swimming Championship was held this 

year on the evening of Saturday, 11 th May at the Victoria Exhibition 
Baths. Although the number of spectators was considerably less 
than last year, their enthusiasm was such that the depletion in 
numbers remained unnoticed all evening. The School Champion
ship was won by Davidson after an exciting contest with MeGibbon, 
over the full 100 metres. Hutchings was, regrettably, medically 
unfit or the contest would have been even more exciting.

The final placings of the Junior teams for the Prefects’ Cup were: 
Balk 66. Barber 43, Bulkeley 35 and McEwen 27. The Learning 
Cup for the joint results of Intermediate and Senior teams went to 
Balk House with 96 points, followed by Bulkeley, McEwen and 
Barber in that order; Davidson, also of Balk House, received the 
Wharmby Cup as School Champion. All cups were presented by 
Mrs. Houston, at the close of this most enjoyable evening.

No Inter-School Competitions have been held during the Summer 
Term, although one is planned for the near future—the Inter- 
Grammar Schools Gala at Loughborough, organised bi-annually, 
in which schools throughout the Midlands participate, many 
swimmers being representatives of their respective counties. On 
account of the calibre of the competitors, the competition as a 
whole should prove beneficial to our standard of swimming which 
after a few years in the trough of the waves is once again rising to 
the crest.

K.R.
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SWIMMING SPORTS RESULTS 
Junior

I Length Free Style: I Jones (Bulk), 2 Walker (Barb). 3 Buksinan (Hulk.) 
Breast Stroke Style: I Parry (Hulk.), 2 Davidson (Balk), 3 Kirk (Barb.)
I Length Back Stroke: 1 Hill (Balk), 2 Davidson (Balk), 3 Hcliny (Barb.) 
D iving: I Walker (Barb.), 2 Davey (Balk), 3 Shepherd (McE.)
I Length Breast Stroke: I Parry (Bulk.), 2 Jones (Balk), 3 Buxton (Bulk.) 
Medley Relay: I Balk, 2 Barber. 3 Bulkclcy, 4 MeEwcn.
I Length Butterfly: I Jones (Balk), 2 Parry (Bulk.), 3 Walker (Barb.) 
Freestyle Relay: I Balk. 2 MeEwcn, 3 Barber. 4 Bulkclcy.

M iddle.
I Length Free Style: I Johnson (Barb.), 2 Coxon (Bulk.), 3 Bull (McE.)
I Length Back Stroke: I Fcatherslone (Hulk.), 2 Fearnlcy (Bulk.), 3 Davie

(McE.)
Plunge: I Williams (Barb.), 2 Stapleton (Balk), 3 Bull (McE.)
Medley Relay: I MeEwcn. 2 Bulkelcy, 3 Balk. 4 Barber 
D iving: I Bcharall (McE.), 2 Fearnlcy (Bulk.), 2 Wheatley (Balk)
I Length Butterfly: I Bcrgenroth (Balk). 2 Henstock (Barb.), 3 Johnson (Balk) 
I Length Breast Stroke: I Potts (McE.), 2 Bergenroth (Balk), 3 Henstock

(Barb.)
Free Style Relay: I Bulkclcy, 2 Balk, 3 MeEwcn, 4 Barber

Senior
I Length Free Style: I McCiibbon (Hulk.), 2 Marriott (Balk), 3 Harkcr (McE.) 
I Length Back Stroke: I Davidson (Balk). 2 Marriott (Balk), 3 Harkcr (McE.) 
Medley Relay: I Balk, 2 MeEwcn, 3 Bulkelcy. 4 Barber 
I Length Butterfly: I Davidson (Balk), 2 Evans (Barb.), 3 Mills (Barb.)
I L ength  Breast S tr o k e : I Evans (Barb.), 2 Deane (McE.), 3 Beams (Bulk.)
100 Metres School Championship: I Davidson (Balk), 2 McGibbon (Bulk.),

3 Harkcr (McE.)
D iving: I Marker (McE.), 2 Marriott (Balk), 3 Evans (Barb.)
Plunge: I Lindley (Balk). 2 Raynor (Barb.). 3 Kitehing (Bulk.)
Free Style Relay: I Balk, 2 Bulkclcy, 3 Barber, 4 MeEwcn

C R O S S -C O U N T R Y  R U N N IN G
Captain: H. Whittamore Vice-Captain: R. Foster

The bad weather, which was persistent throughout the second half 
of the season, caused the cancellation of many matches.

Two important meetings which were held, however, were the 
South Notts. Championships at Wollaton Park and the Nottingham
shire Championships at Welbcck. The course at Wollaton was 
extremely hazardous owing to vast stretches of ice, causing injuries 
to be sustained in both Junior and Intermediate teams. At 
Welbcck, running was made difficult by much of the ground being 
covered with deep snow. Despite these setbacks, the School 
gained reasonable positions at both meetings.

The School’s 1st team continues to show great ability, excellent 
performances being given by Varnam, Drinkall and Clay. It is 
hoped that, in the coming season, an even stronger team can be 
built on the firm foundations already obtained.

H.W.
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SCHOOL HOUSE CHAM PIONSHIPS 
Seniors:

1.
Team

McF.wcn 250 pis. 1.
Individual 

Whittamore (Bulkelcy)
2. Hulkclcy 256 pis. 2. Drinkall (McFwcn)
3. Balk 322 pis. 3. Varnam (Balk)
4. Barber 391 pis. 4. Lindlcy (Barber)

1.
Team 

Me F. wen 192 pis.

Juniors:
Individual 

Smith (Bulkelcy)
2. Bulkelcy 252 pis. 2. Lavcrick (Bulkelcy)
3. Barber 400 pis. 3. Corbett (McEwcn)
4. Balk 409 pis. 4. Marker (McEwcn)

MATCH RESULTS 
Jan. 30th v Clifton Training College (Away) Won 16-23

liulividual: 2 Varnam, 3 Whittamorc, 5 Scotton.
Feb. 6th v Loughborough G.S. (Home) 

l.vr team: Lost 52-29
Individual: 4 Whittamorc, 5 Varnam, 7 Thompson.
2ml team: Lost 48-34
Individual: 3 Smith, 4 Drinkall, 5 Corbett.

March 6th v Forest Fields G.S. (Home) 
l i t  team: Won 37-41
Individual: 2 Whittamorc, 3 Drinkall, 5 Scotton.
2nd team: Lost 52-30
Individual: I Lindlcy, 6 Spurgin, 8 Poole.

Notts A.A.A. Championships (at Welbeck)
Boys Championship

The School team was placed 12th with 187 points. 21 schools competed. 
Individual: 31 Drinkall, 52 Lindlcy, 59 Smith.

Youth Championships 
Only individuals were entered.
30 Whittamore, 62 Foster.

H O C K E Y
After a line start last term, the form of the side deteriorated slightly. 

Having beaten Carlton-le-Willows G.S. 7-1 before Christmas, we 
managed to hold them to a 2-2 draw on our own ground. Against 
the older and more experienced side of Derby Training College 
however, the School did well to force a goalless draw.

Over the whole season, goalscoring honours go to Stocks and 
Morris, with Bassford prominent in the attack. A. Lawson, 
J. Lee and D. R. Payne were selected to play for Nottinghamshire 
in the Midlands Championship at Loughborough and the county 
finished runners-up to Staffordshire.

Next season, the School will be without the majority of this 
year's side. Sound team building is required to maintain the 
standard so far achieved.
Results
27th Mar. v Derby T.C. (Home) Drawn, 0-0
1st Apr. v Carlton G.S. (Home) Drawn, 2-2

D.R.P.



A Career in the Bank
Never before have opportunities for young people been as promising as 
they are today in Barclays Bank. Here is a brief outline of the career 

that awaits you there.

The Hank wants young men of character and integrity, with a good 
standard of general education. Given these qualifications and an 
aptitude for the job, there is no reason why you should not find yourself 
a Branch Manager in your thirties, with a salary upwards of £1,675 
and the chance of doubling your pay by the time you arc 50. Looking 
ahead you could be one of those Managers whose salary exceeds 
£5,000 a year—a man with a big job, full of interest and respon
sibility. A goal worth striving for; and those who reach it will have 
a pension at 65 (without any contributions on their part) of £3,000 
a year or more. Moreover, the biggest jobs in the Bank arc open 
to all. For tjic early years there’s a minimum salary scale for 
satisfactory work: £300 at 16 to £925 at 31 with aycar’s seniority

for a good Advanced Level certificate 
and three years’ for a degree. From 
22 onwards merit can take the salary 
well above these figures; if the early 
promise is maintained, the salary 
at 28 can be £1,000, instead of the 
scale figure of £815.

Write for further particulars 
to the Local Directors,
P.O. Box 18,
Old Market Square, Nottingham, 
or to the Staff Manager,
54 Lombard Street, London, E.C.3.

BA R C LA Y S BANK



The go-ahead
LIFE 

that is ROYAL NAVY

you find it as a
NAVAL OFFICER

You can enter for a permanent commission in any one of the 
many branches of the Royal Navy. These include: Seaman, 

Fleet Air Arm, Engineering, Supply and Secre
tariat, and Royal Marines. Short service com
missions are also available. For full particulars, 
write to: Captain G. C. Mitchell, R.N., Officer 
Entry Section, FSM/19, Admiralty, London,SWl
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T E N N IS
Captain: A. Lawson Vice-Captain: R. J. Marshall

For the first time in the history of the School a Tennis team has 
been formed! Over the season several pairings have been formed 
but only I pair has been consistently successful, Deane and 
Lawson, only having lost 3 times in 18 matches. However, the 
remainder of the team played enthusiastically and did sufficiently 
well for the team to have lost only twice during the whole 
season, and then to the same school. Colours were awarded to
A. Lawson.

Results
v Loughborough G.S. (Home) Won 5-4
v Nottm. High School II (Home) Lost 2J-6J
v Carlton le Willows G.S. (Away) Won 6-3
v High Pavement G.S. (Away) Drawn 4J-4J
v Mundella G.S. (Home) Won 6-3
v Nottm High School II (Home) Lost IJ-7J

C O M B IN E D  C A D E T  FO R C E

Brigadier Blackman inspecting the Guard of Honour.

The long, cold spell up to the middle of the Easter Term made 
training very difficult as it was quite impossible to use the grounds for 
marching or training. This meant that immediately the ice cleared
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a great deal of marching was necessary in order to prepare for the 
Annual Inspection on 9th April, 1963.

The Reviewing Officer was Brigadier M. A. d’A. Blackman, 
O.B.E., M.C., Commanding 148th Infantry Brigade. He was 
accompanied by Lieutenant Commander P. J. Hutton, D.S.C., 
Major A. J. Shead and Flight Lieutenant R. Kirk. Flight 
Lieutenant M. Murden (Old Boy) was also present. It was a cold 
and blustery day but regardless of this the Brigadier and his entourage 
made a thorough and lengthy inspection of the Parade, drawn up 
in the Kcrsall Drive yard; only one cadet had to fall out and the 
steadiness of all cadets was favourably commented upon.

After the Parade and March Past the Inspecting Officers visited 
the Sections and watched them carrying out various training 
activities. This included two very good hops by the R.A.F. 
Section glider piloted by Lieutenant Commander Hutton and 
Flight Lieutenant Kirk. The Brigadier was anxious to emulate 
his accompanying officers but time did not permit.

In his address to the cadets at the end of his visit. Brigadier 
Blackman expressed his confidence in the usefulness of the C.C.F. 
training, in developing self-reliance, confidence, discipline and the 
desire for service. He hoped that in some cases this “service” 
would be service to their country in the Forces. He expressed his 
pleasure in the turn-out and work of the Contingent.

On the last day of term the Advanced Training Section departed 
for Dartmoor. It was not an altogether good start as it was found 
that the three-ton army transport was not weather proof and it 
took three hours to obtain a change of canvas hood. Even the 
new one was far from satisfactory but it was improved upon by a 
visit to the Equipment Section at R.A.F., Hullavington where the 
first night was spent in comparative luxury.

The party arrived at the Okehampton Training Area in low 
cloud and heavy drizzle which gave way to snow and frost during 
the night. The cold of early morning however, was replaced by 
sunshine during the exercise across the Moor to Postbridge and 
from here to set up Base Camp at South Brent. This was practically 
the last seen of the sun until the morning of departure. The rain 
and the wind made life very arduous indeed and so, when we were 
down to the last set of dry clothes, it was decided to move from 
bivouac tents into the farm barn. But in spite of the weather it was 
an enjoyable and useful period of training that we spent.

A small group of the Naval Section spent a week on an A/S 
Frigate, H.M.S. Pellew, at Chatham. As usual it was a very active 
and most enjoyable period of training.

During this term, to make training more interesting for the Basic- 
Section they were allowed to join in the training of the three Service 
Sections which included visits to the Trent and using the glider.
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At Whitsun the Army Section went to 10 W.E.T.C., Beckingham 
for a weekend’s training based on revision for the Army Proficiency 
Examination to be held later this term. They were more fortunate 
in the weather and a great deal of practical Section Leading was 
carried out; this it is hoped will prove of value in July.

Throughout Family Day, members of the Contingent gave great 
assistance in many ways, not least in entertaining visitors after the 
Sports. It was surprising to sec parents locked to their seats as 
the R.A.F. Section glider piloted by Cadet N.C.O.s flew nearer and 
nearer to them. Well within its safety limits, it was however, quite 
an impressive demonstration.

Next term, as the Minister of Defence has announced in the 
House of Commons, the C.C.F. undergoes further reorganisation, 
the main feature of this being the abolition of the Basic Section 
resulting in recruits entering the Service Sections direct. This, 
plus an age adjustment means that the Contingent will have to 
reduce its numbers slightly, but as the object is to give more interest
ing and better training, (he lucky ones will benefit in the long run.

Perhaps an indication of "these benefits is to be seen already in 
this year’s Summer Camps. The R.N. Section will be going on 
the 17th Frigate Squadron Summer Cruise to Western France, the 
Army Section to the very pleasant training areas near Aldershot 
where visits and demonstrations will be an important feature of the 
programme, and the R.A.F. Section to R.A.F. Aldergrove in 
Northern Ireland. It is hardly surprising that all Sections find the 
numbers for Camp over-subscribed, and it is hoped that summer 
will have arrived by then.

Once again at the end of the School year the Contingent loses 
many of its senior N.C.O.s etc. The Unit has been fortunate this 
year in having a nucleus of really first class and keen N.C.O.s, to 
whom along with others leaving School, go the thanks and best 
wishes of those left to carry on their excellent work.

N O T T IN G H A M  P L A Y H O U S E  V ISIT
On Friday, 8th February, a party of Fifth and Sixth Formers were 

present at the Playhouse performance of Dckker’s “The Shoemakers’ 
Holiday” , an Elizabethan comedy portraying a humorous, yet in 
some ways, a realistic picture of medieval London. The play leans 
heavily upon Simon Eyre, the cheery, eccentric, master-shoemaker 
who becomes Lord Mayor of London; Walter Hall put into this ex
citing role an engaging vitality which immediately dispelled any doubt 
in the audience as to the eventual success of the production. He 
was admirably supported by the boisterous audacity of the impish 
Firk (Fraser Kerr), his fellow journeyman and the corpulent Hodge 
(Arthur Cox) who quickly became firm favourites with the audience, 
and Eyre’s shrewish wife Margery (Margaret Denyer). Although
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the play derived most of its vivacity from the Eyre household, the 
element of the melodrama, in the characters of the Earl of Lincoln 
(Michael Shannon) and the Lord Mayor of London (John Tordolf), 
threw the comedy of the shoemakers into sharp relief.

For the purposes of comedy, however, their intrigues are unable 
to prevent the marriage of Lacy to Rose, a pair who, nevertheless, 
appeared as rather disappointing nonentities, and, indeed, were 
overshadowed by Jane and Ralph who imparted much more feeling 
into their amorous interludes. The primitive, at times vulgar, 
comedy, helped to create an atmosphere of working-class London, 
and the infectious gaiety shown by the whole cast, particularly 
during the Morris dance routine, invested the whole play with true 
holiday spirit, and ensured the play’s success.

R.S.(V7 U.U.A.)

S C H O O L  V ISITS
School Visit to Paris and Tours, Easter, 1963

Starting at the now customary hour of 4.0 a.m. we had an 
uneventful journey, although the Channel crossing caused the more 
sensitive interiors some disquiet. The first morning in Tours was 
spent exploring this pleasant town and the afternoon wandering 
round the superb cathedral and old Tours in a semi-organised party. 
On Thursday we visited four chateaux, Chaumont, Blois, Chambord 
and Amboise. Amboise, burial place of Leonardo da Vinci, was 
substituted at the last minute for Cheverny which was closed to us 
owing to a visit by the Queen Mother. It was fine and sunny and 
we all enjoyed a most interesting day.

To Paris on Friday morning and up the Eiffel Tower in the 
afternoon. This was for most of us the first experience of the 
Paris rush-hour and, apparently, elastic-sided tube trains. All 
survived! Notre Dame, Sacre Coeur, Montmartre and many of the 
usual sights of Paris were seen on various occasions.

A full-day excursion on Sunday to Fontainebleau enabled the 
party to see the second largest Chateau in France. This truly 
royal residence, beloved of Napoleon, is always worth visiting and 
never fails to impress.

After a marvellous holiday and excellent return journey we 
arrived back at Henry Mellish G.S. at 11.2 p.m. on Tuesday night— 
two minutes late!

R.B.
Sixth Form Visit to Paris, Easter, 1963

In competition with Mr. Burton's School party to France, seven 
members of Form VI Upper Arts also went on an official visit to 
Paris during the Easter holidays. We were taking part, along with 
twelve hundred other young ladies and gentlemen, in the Eleventh
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Paris Cultural Holiday, organised by Miss Christina Williams, and 
we should like to take this opportunity of thoroughly recommending 
this admirable combination of instruction and enjoyment to future 
Sixth Form French students.

We were housed in the College Stanislas, an all-male establishment 
possessing (in the words of the brochure) a “ monastic austerity.” 
Having spent ten days in this friendly atmosphere it is an excellent 
recommendation (hat we were all reluctant to leave its excellent 
food, hospitality and almost adequate washing facilities.

During our stay we enjoyed conversational courses and lectures 
at the Sorbonne University of Paris, interesting sight-seeing tours, 
theatre visits and, also, much spare time in which to browse over 
the bouquinistes' bargain boxes or stand for hours on end in the 
Louvre, drinking in the beauty of Venus de Milo and other such 
famous works of art.

R.J.B., W.F.B., G.H.C., R.F., R.T.J., J.F.L.. R.A.R.

C.A.C.T.M. Conference at Jesus College, Oxford
During the Easter holidays two members of Form VI (L.A.) were 

fortunate enough to attend a three-day conference organised by 
the Central Advisory Council for The Ministry (C.A.C.T.M.), 
a conference NOT intended only for those thinking of Ordination 
into the Church: nor for Church of England members; yet the large 
number of Non-Conformists present weie at first somewhat baffled 
by the “antics” of the High-Anglicans! However, by the end of the 
conference, the Non-conformists realized that the Anglicans were not 
mad as they originally seemed—and vice-versa* The Chairman was 
the Bishop of Hereford. Rt. Revd. M. A. Hodson, and the Chaplain 
was Canon C. B. Naylor of Liverpool Cathedral.

Each day began with a celebration of Holy Communion, and ended 
with Compline. In his two talks, “The World in which we live" and 
“ What it means to be a Christian” , Canon E. W. Heaton may be 
likened to the Bishop of Woolwich, (of "Honest to God" fame) 
because of his strange doctrine and theology; Fr. Bridge’s talk on 
“The Parson’s Job" was interspersed with "animations” which 
reduced everyone to fits of laughter: the last talk. "The Layman’s 
Job", was given by the Earl of March and Kimara, an accountant 
at Courtaulds, and not—to the disappointment of the Bishop— 
a tyrant who parades about in state with a shotgun, in the North of 
Scotland, shouting, "Get otf my land” to the local populace. 

It was a very enjoyable and worthwhile conference.
D.J.S.

S.C.M. Visit To Coventry 
On 24th May, a party of Senior boys made an afternoon visit to 

the new Coventry Cathedral; there they attended, with two thousand 
other young people, the annual S.C.M. Service, conducted by the
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Cathedral clergy, the Provost, the Very Reverend H. C. N. Williams, 
giving the address.

The visit gave us an opportunity, before the service, to study the 
design and architecture of the building, including, of course, the 
Graham Sutherland tapestry; and, after the service, to examine 
the exterior—not as overpowering as press photographers had led 
us to expect and to appreciate the controversial Epstein sculpture 
of St. Michael and the Devil.

This brief but memorable visit evoked mixed opinions.
D.A.P., R.D. (VI L.A.)

T H E  C H R IS T IA N  U N IO N
During the year, the Christian Union has continued to hear talks 

on a diversity of subjects and by a variety of speakers.
Representatives of some organisations have been Rev. R. J. F. 

Phillips from the British and Foreign Bible Society, Rev. R. E. 
Sibthorp, of Lichfield, who showed a film on a Mission to Lepers, 
and the Rev. N. M. M. Turner, Chaplain to the Lowdham Grange 
Borstal Institution. One outstanding occasion was the visit of 
Fr. Chatterton of St. Barnabas' Cathedral, Nottingham; he gave an 
authoritative talk on the Vatican Ecumenical Council. On 11th 
March, interest was aroused in a Christian Forum consisting of 
three members of Staff and a University student who formed a 
panel and gave both honest and entertaining answers to a multitude 
of questions. On 25th March Mr. R. Burton spoke about 
Christianity as seen through the Eyes of a Linguist, and the final 
meeting was addressed by Mr. R. J. Brunswick on the question; 
"Why Keep Lent and Holy Week?”

Because of the demands of the G.C.E. Examinations there was 
one meeting at the beginning of term (Reminiscences of a C.A.C.T.M. 
Conference) and, it is hoped, another at the end, when the Rev. 
Peter Stephens will close the year’s activities.

G.P.H.
T H E  D E B A T IN G  SO C IE T Y

The high-spot of this term's activities was a lively debate upon the 
subject, "This House believes that without the leadership of Mr. 
Gaitskell the Labour Party will collapse.” The motion was proposed 
by Messrs. Morris and Cowley and opposed by Messrs. Bullock and 
others. A record attendance contributed some animated speeches 
from the floor before the motion was defeated by an overwhelming 
majority of 18-6. Many abstained.

R J B
T H E  G Y M N A S T IC S  C L U B

The Club's activities have again been well supported throughout 
the Spring and Summer Terms and its members have easily surpassed
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the hopes expressed in the last issue of The Centaur, not only by 
maintaining a high standard within the Club, but also by the 
formation of a Display Team. Undoubtedly the highlight of the 
Club’s year was the display given on Family Day, consisting not 
only of cross- and long-box work but also of the complex transverse 
vaulting in fast stream, which was well received by the large audience.

The enthusiasm of the members, including those from the middle 
and lower School augurs well forthe future; it provides evidence that 
the Club will continue at its present strength for many years to come.

C.R.D.

T H E  L IT E R A R Y  SO C IE T Y
This year has again proved to be a successful one in the history 

of the Literary Society. Following the extensive activities of the 
Autumn Term, even more plays have been read and studied this 
term, including "Present Laughter” by Noel Coward and the 
French farce, "Hotel Paradiso” . The main emphasis has been on 
comedy although the enthusiasm of the members has never flagged 
whatever the matter before them. The customary Annual Dinner 
will terminate the Society’s activities.

C.R.D.

T H E  M U S IC  SO C IE T Y
(President: Sir Adrian Boult)

Members of the Music Society have once again enjoyed two terms 
of varied music and allied activities. The highlight of the pro
gramme was a talk by Mr. Noel Cox, B.Mus., on "Twentieth 
Century Trends in Music"; the many who attended thought it was a 
most enjoyable and invigorating experience. Other talks were on 
"The Music of Spain", and "Conductors and Conducting” by 
members of Form VI Lower Arts.

Another activity was a visit to Southwell Minster to hear the 
London Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by John Pritchard; the 
soloist in Beethoven’s Third Piano Concerto was the distinguished 
Chinese pianist, Fou T’Song.

Attendances during the Spring Term were very good, but during 
the Summer Term they have dwindled somewhat, as was to be 
expected, as the G.C.E. Examinations drew nearer. May I conclude 
with the reminder that the Music Society is open to ALL members 
of the School; the Lower and Middle School are equally welcome.

D.J.S.

T H E  H IS T O R IC A L  SO C IE T Y
The Society, which was formed in February, has had successful 

and well-attended meetings, especially at the films it has shown— 
“The Civil War", "Roman Britain", and "Roman Wall".
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Many enjoyable talks have been given, among them one by 
Mr. D. Impey on “ Historical Geography”, and one by Mr. E. A. 
Burnham on "The Downfall of the Roman Republic” .

Two visits have been arranged for the end of this term, one to 
Southwell on 12th July, and one to Lincoln to visit the cathedral and 
other places of historical interest on the way.

The aim of the Society is to foster interest in History which, I 
am sure, all will agree is a most absorbing subject.

S.P.H.

T H E  N A T U R A L  H IS T O R Y  SO C IE T Y
Three meetings of the Society have been held so far this term, 

in addition to a certain amount of field work by individual members, 
e.g. cleaning out the biology pond! A visit to Dudley Zoo is 
projected for later in the term, arrangements for which are as yet 
incomplete.

D.J.W.
T H E  J U N IO R  S C IE N C E  C L U B

Considerable enthusiasm this term has resulted in the formation 
of a First Form Science Club.

Fascinating talks and demonstrations have been given at weekly 
meetings by various members of the Staff on subjects of scientific 
interest, ranging from the examination of radioactive substances 
to the construction of ant colonies.

It is hoped that such enthusiasm continues.
A.C.D. (la)

H O U S E  N O T E S
BAI.K HOUSE

Balk House offers its sincerest congratulations to Bulkeley House 
on once again winning the Hurt Cup!

This House began the year with great promise, easily winning 
in the Junior Rugby competition and coming, for yet another year, 
a close second to Bulkeley House in the Senior competition. This 
early success was maintained at the Swimming Gala when the 
House was victorious in both the Senior and Junior sections. 
However, this early enthusiasm waned and in other competitions 
there were no notable achievements.

This early success augers well for the next school year and, with 
a sustained effort from all, expectations should be fulfilled.

R.G.M.
BARBER HOUSE

We extend our congratulations to Bulkeley House on retaining 
the Senior Rugby and Senior Cricket Cups and to their Juniors on 
winnirg the Norman Cup; Balk House we congratulate on winning
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A career as a Chartered Accountant oilers a young 
man of good education, character and intelligence, 
unrivalled opportunities for an interesting and 
rewarding career, whether as a practising chartered 
accountant, or in industry, commerce and in a 
variety o f other walks of life.

Industrial and commercial organizations — 
whether large or small — rely upon the advice, 
professional skill, experience and integrity o f the 
professionally trained chartered accountant. He 
plays an increasingly important part in the economic 
life of the country.

If you arc attracted by the opportunity to become a 
professional man with the widest choice o f careers 
after qualification, ask your Careers Master, Mr.
F. White, for further information.

THE INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANTS IN 

ENGLAND & WALES
MOORGATE PLACE, LONDON, E.C.2



THE CENTAUR Twenty-one

the two Swimming Cups and the Orchard Cup, and McEwen House 
on winning the Senior Athletics Cup.

Obviously we have had no great success so far, our best achieve
ment being the runners-up in Senior Cricket. We reached the 
final, mainly thanks to innings by Tatham and Rennie and an 
accurate spell of bowling of 7 for 9 by Rennie. Unfortunately, in 
the final match, we didn’t get enough runs and Bulkeley, with the 
best batting side of all, easily won.

The Junior Cricket Championships have not started yet and we 
hope for a success there.

Next season we hope for a better run in all the Championships and 
a higher position in the House Tables. This can be achieved by a 
united effort since the ability is there but not yet the enthusiasm 
needed.

M.J.B.
BULKELEY HOUSE

Sinfce the last issue of The Centaur, the House has maintained a 
consistently high standard in the majority of its competitive pursuits. 
The one possible exception was in Swimming, an activity in which 
the House has never excelled: though the Seniors managed to gain 
second place, the Juniors found honours elusive. Both the Cricket 
and Rugby championships were won impressively, and we hope 
that success in forthcoming competitions will ensure the retention 
of the House Championship.

J.G.S.
McEWEN HOUSE

The present school year has seen a great revival in the fortune of 
McEwen House, it having won three cups, for both the Junior and 
Senior Cross-Country Championships, and the Clifton Cup for 
Senior Athletics for the second year running.

It would have been particularly pleasing had the House managed 
to jump from 4th position (which it has held all too frequently in 
recent years) to Cock House in one year. This it has only just 
failed to do, and was possibly unfortunate as illness caused last 
minute changes in a previously very confident Swimming team.

These successes have been due, not only to an increase in talent in 
the House, but also to a lively spirit amongst all members, which if 
maintained should carry McEwen House to even greater success 
in the near future.

C.R.D.

T H E  P A R E N T -S T A F F  A S S O C IA T IO N
Two meetings were held in the Spring Term. On 21st February 

we had a Careers Forum when the speakers were Mr. Baker, of the 
Nottinghamshire Farm Institute, Mr. Darke of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, and Mr. E. L. Holmes of the
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Nottingham University Appointments Board. Following the 
Annual General Meeting on 21st March, a large gathering of 
parents enjoyed seeing a film of the year’s activities and coloured 
slides of Paris.

Family Day and the Athletic Sports were again combined, and 
we were fortunate in having an almost perfect summer day (15th 
June), sandwiched between wet and cloudy days. The attendance 
was the best ever, and despite the large number of teas required, the 
helpers in the kitchen kept the visitors continuously supplied. We 
arc glad to record our gratitude to the ladies who worked so willingly 
and efficiently.

Following the athletic sports, details of which arc given elsewhere 
in the magazine, there were displays and sideshows. The Combined 
Cadet Force demonstrated the use of their glider, the Model Club 
flew their miniature aircraft and filled the Advanced Physics 
Laboratory with their models, and visitors were able to try their 
skill at archery, shooting, bursting balloons with a football, skittles 
and other games. Film shows and exhibitions of coloured slides 
attracted many parents as well as boys.

The evening concert was the best for some years. Mr. Barnett 
was able to compere the show and performers were R. J. Lane and 
Miss Lane, pianoforte duets; Miss Janis Rayment, songs; The 
Centaurs—a rhythm group from Vb; Mr. Burton and Mr. Spolton, 
songs; D. J. Sibley, pianoforte solos; rhythm with a difference (a 
group from IVc); C. J. Neil and P. D. Streets, songs in the modern 
manner; and as the star performer, Sparti, the lightning cartoonist.

As the magazine goes to press the treasurer is able to report a 
probable profit of about two pounds on Family Day. The collection 
reached a record total of £12. 8s. Id.

The committee of the Association wish to place on record their 
very best thanks to the parents, stall' and boys who helped to make 
this a most memorable occasion.

Next term we hope to arrange an illustrated lecture on Antarctic 
Survey. It will be provided by British Antarctic Survey of which 
Sir Vivian Fuchs is President.

R. McC. (Hon. Sec.)

“ B A T O N G A  F A R E W E L L ”
hy T. A. M agness (1929-32)

The Batonga live in the Zambesi valley, the vast, tree-covered plain 
that lies like a frying pan in the heart of central Africa. They 
sought sanctuary in the valley five centuries ago and have now lived 
unmolested for nearly a hundred years under the umbrella of the 
white man’s peace.

I spent the whole of one holiday among the Batonga in 1957. 
The dam wall at Kariba was almost complete and as no-one could
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foretell how fast the dam would fill up, it had been decided to move 
the Batonga to their new homes on higher ground in good time.

It hadn't been easy to convince them that the floods which were 
about to engulf their villages, their maize gardens, the ancestral 
pumpkin patch, would never recede. It was no news to them that 
the Zambesi would burst its banks. It happened every year. 
Indeed, the silt it left behind gave new life to their gardens. They 
planted their maize in it, row by row, as the water receded. And 
they built their houses on stilts so that the flood-waters would 
swirl harmlessly beneath them while they retired to the safety of the 
hills.

But always the floods had gone down again, always, always. It 
took many hours of patient explanation by the District Commis
sioners before the Batonga could understand that the next time the 
waters of the Zambesi rose, it would be for ever.

There were many anxious questions, of course. The sort of 
questions that would be asked by people facing the same situation 
anywhere in the world. What compensation would be made 
for lost homes and hunting grounds? Who would feed them while 
new gardens were being prepared? Would they be expected to help 
with the building of the dam. and so on.

But the problem that worried them most of all was the fate of 
their shrines. It’s not quite correct to say that the Batonga worship 
the spirits of their ancestors, but they believe in them, and they 
consult them frequently in little shrines, miniature huts set up under 
a baobab or a tamarind tree. Whatever else was abandoned the 
spirits could not be left behind.

But what at first appeared to be quite a tricky question, was 
solved in a very simple manner when someone remembered that in 
the days of the Matabcle raids, the spirits had been moved to safety 
by breaking a branch from the sacred tree and trailing it along the 
ground so that the spirits could ride on it to their new home. Surely 
this would work again.

So one by one the Batonga's troubles were sorted out. Once 
they had accepted the fact that their villages were doomed and their 
headmen had been taken to inspect the sites of their new homes, 
they showed great enthusiasm for the move. Thanks to the white 
ants, the floods and the rains, the Batonga's ramshackle huts rarely 
last more than two years, and to be paid ten pounds for every new 
hut that was built, heh-heh, how stupid can the white man get?

There were four of us on this particular safari. Doctor Derek 
Parker, Medical Officer to the Batonga, his daughter Ann and my 
daughter Penny, both sixteen and on holiday from school, and me. 
We reached Binga, a hundred miles up-river from Kariba, one 
April noonday.

There had been heavy late rains in Angola and the Zambesi was 
running a banker, smooth as a black mirror and somehow menacing
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in its silence. You could stand at its edge with your back turned 
and not even know it was there. The only ripples on its surface 
came from the twin knobs of a crocodile’s eyes, the only part of 
him that was visible as he patrolled his hunting ground.

The village appeared almost deserted. Here and there an old 
woman pottered about, a few chickens scratched in the dust, but 
nothing disturbed the midday calm save the drone of bees, the 
sleepy chuckle of a laughing dove and the occasional bleat of a 
goat, hiding from the sun under a stilted hut.

The casual observer might have thought that the village was 
already abandoned, but we knew from experience that the villagers 
were just lying in. They’d probably been dancing right through the 
night until first light. But they’d soon emerge, slccpy-eyed, to 
join the goats in the shade and gossip there until the afternoon 
shadows lengthened and it was time to prepare the evening meal 
and spruce up for yet another party.

A deputation of Batonga appeared in the firelight, just as we 
were ready to cat. They were the village elders. Three old men 
stood ramrod straight in the background while the headman came 
forward, clapped his hands in greeting, and invited us to the dance. 
What dance? Why, the farewell dance, of course. Tomorrow the 
lorries would arrive to take the people of Binga to their new homes. 
Would the bwana doctor, the other bwana—me—and the two 
piccanin misses honour them by coming to the party?

Derek and I weren't very keen but the Batonga would have been 
very hurt if we’d refused their invitation, and the girls were all for it. 
So, after we’d eaten, we went along.

As the Land Rover swung into the village our headlights showed 
us the Batonga gathered in an open space among the huts. The 
village orchestra, consisting of the traditional seven drums, was 
whacking out a pulse-quickening rhythm and the young girls were 
dancing.

They moved in single file in a bobbing swaying shuffle that set 
up thick clouds of dust around their ankles, and as they danced they 
sang, the same monotonous refrain over and over again. The 
headman had come to welcome us and I asked him what they were 
singing. It was a tribal maxim set to music. “A man may have 
many wives, but a girl may have only one husband.”

The dance ended in a wild crescendo of drumming. The big 
drummer rolled his eyes in our direction and gave his waist-high 
drum a series of mighty flat-handed blows that I thought must surely 
burst the head in.

Then a second band took over. This would be one of the visiting 
bands. There were several there that night from villages up the 
river bank. We never knew how many. Six of the drummers 
circled the crowd with big loping strides, carrying their drums and 
pounding out the time as they ran. The seventh drummer, helped



THE CENTAUR Twenty-five

by two small boys, shuffled the big drum into position, right under 
our noses this time. As soon as he was settled he rattled out a quick 
tattoo and the other drummers swooped down beside him like big 
black birds coming to rest. They put their drums on the ground, 
knelt astride them, and the dance was on again.

There was no moon and they danced in the starlight. A dozen or 
more tiny fires flickered in the darkness, so tiny that they gave 
neither warmth nor light, and we wondered what they were for until 
we saw another band emerge from the shadows and hold-the heads 
of their drums in the flames to make them taut.

After an hour we'd had enough, but we weren’t allowed to leave 
until the young men had done a special dance for us, with the 
witch doctor doing his best to steal the show by walking on his hands, 
a most undignified position for a witch doctor.

The headman escorted us back to the Land Rover and clapped 
his hands gently as he bade us farewell. “ Kamuya kabotu,” he 
said. “Go well.”

We clapped our hands and gave the traditional reply. ‘Kamuchala 
kabotu. Stay well.”

"Come and visit us in our new home,” he called after us as we 
drove away. “ It is a good place.”

Today the vungu, the bream and the lighting tiger fish drift 
lazily between the huts of Binga village and the shadow of a crocodile 
glides over the place where once the young girls danced. And in 
the fertile lands beyond the great Zambesi escarpment, the Batonga 
are carving our for themselves a new and better life.

O R I G I N A L  C O N T R IB U T IO N S
HOT WEATHER BRINGS MILLIONS OF POUNDS TO 

ORGANISERS OF SUCCESSFUL FETE AND GALA!
The hot weather this summer brought in huge sums of money

for the organisers of the Fete and G ala------------ at Blackpool, and
even the one at the Henry Mellish Grammar School (known as 
Family Day) managed to meet the costs. This was mainly due to 
the games and contests being fiddled by the notorious gamblers 
and card-sharps present, notably members of 4A.

The sports seemed to go oflf very successfully, apart from an 
announcement at the beginning that a person or persons unknown 
had pilfered the stop-watch. A cause of considerable mystification
to his form was why Mr. H-----  had been trusted with a GUN.
However it was not loaded, or so everyone thought until he very
nearly shot Mr. B----- through the foot.

After the sports came the exhibitions, mainly the Models 
exhibition. Apart from the facts that neither of the railway 
layouts worked, the tank of water could not be used as it leaked, 
the racing model kept blowing a fuse, a model wind tunnel was 
smashed, and none of the models were labelled properly, the
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exhibition went as successfully as the rest of the day. A modest 
(modest??) fee of 3d was charged to enter and considerable trust 
was shown in having the money collected by two gorilla-like men 
(or perhaps they were man-like gorillas) standing at the door with
coshes.

The one thing that did work was the highlight of the day, the 
Snag Crusher. This was designed by a few members of 4A, 
mainly M. A. Ould and P. G. Brannan. It didn't exactly DO 
anything, but it worked and interested the visitors, which is all that 
really matters. The breaking down of the Hornby 3-rail model 
railway was not helped when a Sixth Former called Goulding 
entered and promptly began to dismantle all the electricity supply 
plugs in the exhibition room.

The concert seemed to be flooded with people imitating others. 
The "Centaurs” were imitating the "Shadows” . Another group 
imitated the “ Beatles” and, worst of all, some imitated singers.

Film shows were given by Metro-Goldwyn-Mellish productions. 
They were silent but the woman at the piano at the front of the 
room compensated.

The show at Bulwell could hardly be expected to compare with 
the larger efforts—but anyway they all did a grand job.

P.J.S. (IVa)
(i) ODE FOR AGUNG

(Mount Agung, Bali's sacred volcano, had erupted, killing 
multitudes. Bali, here, represents the English Philistine).
Agung! Thou shouldst be dormant at this hour!
Bali hath prayed to thee; she is afraid 
Of pompous hauteur!
Oh, see, most powerful protector.
See Bali prostrate! See Bali grovel!
We are simple, honest folk:
We have no ambition, no sins;
We do not stray, take no risks.

'Give us safety, O more powerful than we!”
The mountain, most puissant of warts.
Cried out, “ My god and theirs! Is this the human race?
This flock of sheep?
Where is the fire that leaps from man to man.
Consuming as it builds, phoenix-like, mind-mountains?
Where torment of artist? Search of scientist?
Where lire? Where frenzy? Where life?”
Thus in hasty, volcanic words, the mountain tabulated his reasons 
And spewed his utmost.

(ii) WOMAN
Eve-naked stand, sand veiled!
Time-glass not turning mocks ‘now’;
Lie me not.
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U N I V E R S I T Y  S C H O L A R S H I P S  IN 
E N G I N E E R IN G

£ 400— £ 440—£535

The National Coal Board’s Scholarships are now worth £400 a 
year at Provincial Universities, £440 at London University and £535 at 
Oxford and Cambridge. There is no means test. Grants are paid 
in full irrespective o f parents' income.

A UNIVERSITY MINING COURSE gives a broad foundation in mechanical 
and electrical engineering as well as in mining, and includes geology and 
surveying.

THK MINING ENGINEER’S career lies in general management, or as a 
specialist in, for example, mechanisation, or planning, or method study. He can 
step on to the management ladder straight after his practical training. The 
successful man's first sole command, as colliery manager, comes in his early ,10's. 
Output, costs, the deployment o f men, machines, materials and money it’s all 
up to the manager, with the challenge and satisfaction of personal responsibility 
- -then a clear line o f promotion right to the top.

100 SCHOLARSHIPS are offered each year. These arc mostly in Mining 
Engineering, but a limited number are also available for Mechanical, Electrical 
and Chemical Engineering, and Fuel Technology.

STUDENT APPRENTICESHIPS. Boys with at least a pass in Mathematics, 
one Science and two other subjects in G.C.E. at O level arc eligible to apply for 
Student Apprenticeships as an alternative to University Scholarships. They take 
a co-ordinated course of practical training and technical education which will 
equip them for careers leading to supervisory and technical posts in mining, 
mechanical or electrical engineering.

OTHER CAREERS. There are also good opportunities for advancement for 
boys with initiative who come straight into the industry from school even if they 
do not hold a G.C.E. Part-time courses leading to National and other Certificates 
arc available at Technical Colleges, and day release from work, with pay, is given 
to approved students.

For those interested in Science, there are absorbing and rewarding possibilities 
at the Board’s Research Establishments, and in the coalfields on operational work.

There are, from time to time, training posts for boys of a good educational 
standard who want to make a career in architecture, civil engineering and 
accountancy, as well as openings in administrative, personnel, and marketing 
work.

For further information about the Scholarships, Student Apprenticeships, and 
other careers in the industry, please write to:

M r. H. Palfreman, Divisional Staff Training Officer,
National Coal Board. East Midlands Division,
Sherwood Lodge, Arnold, Near Nottingham.
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Flame fleeing wax 
Mark-melting, sinks, counts.
Babe, girl, hag—claim all:
Lie me not.

( This poem merely states that a pretty fare is a perishable commotlily).
G.H.C. (V/  U.A.)

ELEGY WRITTEN IN A GRAMMAR SCHOOL YARD
( With the usual apologies to Mr. Gray)

The school-bcll rings for lessons’ end to-day.
The calling school-boy homeward runs to tea.

The master drives his "tir'd" car away.
And leaves the place to cleaners and to me.

Now darken desk-filled form-rooms without youth.
And black-boards now a murky dullness hold.

Save where the frosty chalk has mark'd the truth.
And childish doodlings stand forth clear and bold.

A noise from yonder simple workman's room.
The old caretaker to his mate does curse 

Of such as, borrowing his trusty broom
And not returning same, make tasks much worse.

Upon those feeble chairs, those desks behind,
Where names arc scor’d, with many a carving deep. 

Each in his narrow place so long confin’d.
Our crude fore-runners during Maths would sleep. 

Perhaps in this old, screwlcss seat did sit 
Some youth who might have reach’d the Hall of Fame; 

Some Butlin poor; or Hancock lacking wit;
Some Marples, without jams, here wrote his name.

But Knowledge's clear voice they did confute.
And with their ignorance they slumber bought;

Plain idleness check'd any high repute.
And skiving damm'd the current of their thought.

Ilie Inscription
Here my initials on the desk I made;

A youth whose name will perish with the rest;
To Latin and to English no heed paid.

But be it known I here doz'd with the best.
D.J.T. (F/ L.A.)

HAMLET'S SOLILOQUY—MODERNISED
To make it or to split it, like; due me in:
Whether it adds up thinkapadwise
To have cats lay it on you so you lose the sound,
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Or maybe to pack a zip-gun.
And do the rolling heads bit? Make Endsville: add lambs;
That’s it; and with that scene to edit out 
The boo-boos and the clinker notes 
We're waxing fleshwise. Man. I’d really dig that 
Way-out kick. To split like permanent; to hit the slab;
To pile up Z’s, and maybe hit Cloud Seven Hey, that’s a bug;
For maybe on the tlipsidc we don’t swing no more 
When we like lift the needle.
So hold it. Dad; this is the bit
That makes the greybeard cats so square;
What stud would blow it two-four for the birds.
Or take the lip-curl bit from loot-stacked scribes 
And sad-sccnc chicks, sit in with fuzz.
Or dig the cubic kick from nine to five.
And all that jazz.
When any cat spells out FINIS 
With a fix?

J.S.W. (/Fa)

“MOTORBILES OF BRITAIN”
PRESENT THEIR LATEST CREATION

His new car came yesterday—the fruit of weeks of intensive 
study of motoring advertisements. Most of these showed a 
floodlit limousine, against a background of blue sea and clear sky, 
with a beautiful girl balanced on water skis. When it finally 
arrived the proud owner walked outside, then climbed inside a low 
tin box which crammed his hat down over his ears. The door 
shut with a hollow clang. The control knobs were cracked and 
tea-stained, the windscreen was dirty and the gears wouldn't go in. 
The interior reeked of low grade paint, the engine sounded like a 
worn sewing machine and left a blue smoke-haze behind. He took 
it back to the showroom and pointed out the rough welding on a 
body joint. The salesman ran his fingers up and down: "You’re 
lucky, sir; we usually draw blood there.”

Look at your neighbour now, as he glides past you in his new 
acquisition. He will not say that the green ticket on his windshield 
was a £10 line, or that his battery is just out of guarantee and fading 
fast. He only wishes he were you. standing at the roadside and 
going all the way home in a warm dry bus for only 9d.

A.W.B. (VI L.A.)

FANF.TIKLY SPEEKING
Hwai haz the "Sentor” never yuzd a fanctik alfabct?
Thee advahntejez ov this plan ahr obvyus from the ferst. Noh 

mor hezitayshun wethuh too rite "hiccup” or “hiccough” ; yoo 
just rite it az it sounz.
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Wayt a minit, thoh; just thine how much mor difikult it wil be 
too understand wott a Skotz orther meenz. Thine how many 
edishunz of the daylee paperz there wil hav too bee—won for the 
Kokneez and won for the peepull of Bermingum and soh on!

M.A.O. (IVa)

CAMPING
Camping has many advantages over the ordinary “ room by the 

pier” kind of holiday; and one can either invest in a luxury-type, 
frame tent, similar to a room in a four-star hotel, or acquire a 
square of canvas and tramp off into the wilderness with it and a 
box of matches. The happy medium will be a week’s camping 
on a site by the sea at from 6d to 1/6 a night.

Plan the trip during the winter months: spend an evening by the 
fire poring over a survey map looking for places of interest in the 
vicinity of your camp and so avoid ruining your holiday by 
boredom. And make out programmes for raining and for summer 
weather, although leisure activities may have to be adapted to the 
region in which you are camping—rock-climbing if in Wales, 
swimming if by the sea.

And then there’s food; food cooked on a fire in the open tastes 
twice as good as the same food when cooked at home. How 
enjoyable to sit in the warmth of a fire before a pan of sizzling 
sausages and bacon! The place for the fire must be chosen with 
care; it must be built on earth, two feet square, from which the 
turf has been carefully cut and rolled up ready to be replaced when 
you leave—then no one can tell where your fire has been!

Leaving is one of the worst things about camping: having taken 
down the tent, the site looks desolate and cold and when everything 
is packed you look around at the friends you found in nature— 
the big oak in the corner of the meadow where you got your dry 
sticks each morning, the small bush by the "fireplace", where you 
hung your mug and wet clothes, the stream trickling down at the 
bottom of the meadow, the patch of withered grass where your 
tent had once been . . .

Then you pat your camera and smile, knowing you can see all of 
these again.

G.B.B. (IVc)
THE PASSER-BY

The all-enfolding night crept on;
A shadow flickered.
Then was gone.
The churchyard bell rang dismally;
A story it seemed to tell to me 
Of days gone by 
And mystery . . ,
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A shadow flickered;
Then was gone;
I stayed no more;
I hurried on.

C.H. (la)
RUNNING ERRANDS

The grass on the ‘Rec’ never looks so inviting 
As when I’m running errands;
And the serial on the ‘Tele’ is never so exciting 
As when I’m running errands;
While I run here and there, with my head in the air,
I wonder however I can spare 
The time for running errands.
I ought to polish up my bowling 
Instead of running errands;
And, of course, the cricket pitch wants rolling 
Instead of running errands;
But I know it’s all worth while 
When I see the whole world smile 
Because I’ve done the errands.

J.H. (Ha)

THE BALLAD OF THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR
Two brothers went to war one day.
To fight for the North and the South, so they say.
But never again will the brothers return.
One wore blue and one wore grey.
Oh, tell me the time. oh. tell me the day.
Oh, tell me the time of the battle. I pray.
I prayed that they to me would return.
One wore blue and one wore grey.
Alas! for the soldiers who fell that day.
Who fell in the mud. and who fell on the clay.
Those two brothers lie there today.
And one wears blue and one wears grey.

M.D. </c)
FROM A DIFFERENT ANGLE

I had been walking for about half-an-hour. It was growing 
dark and cold when I reached the brow of a hill, the countryside 
like a map spread below me. There was a large wood which 
I would either have to go straight through or make a wide detour 
around and it was much longer than it was wide.

Once in the wood the trees seemed to close in on me and although 
I laughed at the thought I felt slightly worried.

I just glanced downwards and it was then that I saw it, a green 
silvery snake. I darted behind a tree, greatly afraid, but the snake
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never moved. As I gained my confidence, I bent down and picked 
up a stout twig and threw it at the snake. Still it didn’t move. 
Slowly I came out from behind the tree. When I was near enough 
I kicked the snake, but it didn't strike back. Then I realized it 
was an old branch covered with a fungus that made it luminous. 
That little incident didn’t dispel my fear. I felt like a dwarf among 
these gigantic giant-like trees.

Then suddenly the wood ended and I came out into a field. I 
walked along the wall at the side. Then suddenly I ducked behind 
the wall. On the other side was a man with a gun under his arm. 
he must’ve seen me, I peeped over the wall: he was still there. I 
threw a stone into some bushes nearby, but he still didn’t move. 
Gaining confidence. I crept up behind him, and then I found it 
was a scare-crow! The gun under its arm was a straight stick.

I hurried on; it couldn't be far now. Over the wall. I was on the 
main road: it was only a hundred yards now. I reached home, 
my mother answered the door, “ Where have you been?" she said.

“ Well,” I replied, “ It’s a long story.”
P.B. (Ha)

THE SEA
I love to hear the sound of the sea: 
The cry of the gulls is haunting me: 
On land I pine for the roaring waves. 
The smell of the salt and the weed.
O, leave me not on the silent shore;
Give me a boat with sail or oar.
Once more to sail on the crest of the wave.
For I belong to the sea.
My loves I’ve lost or left behind.
To answer the call of the brine.
This is the life for which I was born.
For I belong to the sea. N.D. (Illh)

A FOREST FIRE
Hark! the crackling trees!
Fanned by a rushing breeze.
They fall, with a noise like thunder.
The forest fire is out for plunder.
Smoke, acrid-smelling smoke.
Covering the forest as a cloak.
Ever upwards, twisting, turning.
All the undergrowth is burning.
Animals their homes forsake.
Fear their minds doth overtake.
Their feet, scarce touching the scorched ground, 
Onward surge with one huge bound.

J.D. (la)
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THE FIGHT
Into the ring comes the heavyweight champ.
Now his opponent strides up the ramp,
Here's the referee, a horrible lout.
Now it’s "Gowns off" and “Seconds out.”
The champ’s the first to throw a punch;
Now we hear a horrible crunch.
Then his opponent gives the next;
The champ says something not in the text!
Another one lands in on the champ’s jaw;
That was a good one—the champ’s on the floor.
Now his opponent thinks he’s really tops.
But, "Oh!” for his guard he suddenly drops.
The champ takes advantage of the situation.
And pounds that opponent's face to inflation.
The latter staggers; is it the end of the bout?
Yes! he collapses; "Nine, ten,” he's out!

J.D.R. (Ha)
DANSE MACABRE

I
The night was still, the moon shone bright.
The ghosts came out into the night;
The air was cold, the graves did swell.
The fiends broke through the gates of Hell!

II
They whirled around with sighs and moans.
Among the yellow, rotted bones;
The trees, they whispered through their leaves.
The church did groan among its eaves.

III
The cock did crow, the night did wane.
They went as silent as they came;
The sun appeared, as nothing stirred,
A moan or groan could not be heard.

J.M.C. (la)
IN PRAISE OF SEA BIRDS

1.
The sky was full of the beauty of dawn.
The sea was a lovely hue.
But none of these things could magnify 
My love for the gulls, like you.

2.
The sun was up, so sparkling bright.
The sea a mysterious blue;
But none of these things could magnify 
My love for the likes of you.
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3.
The moon came up so silvery white 
And shone its beams down on me 
But this great thing couldn't magnify 
My love for the birds of the sea.

M.D.G. (/<■)
THE SNAIL

Slowly, slowly, creeping, crawling.
Poor Mister Snail, I pity you.
If on my back my house I was hauling,
I would be slow too.
Up and down through ridge and rut,
In and out the gravel stones.
Inch by inch, foot by foot—
Must keep going, though full of groans.
Soon you’ll reach your destination;
Then you can stop to rest;
To settle down is the temptation.
But keep on going! All the best!

C.I.L. <///*)
NATURES ANSWER 

Nature answers everything.
From a whale to a wing;
Nature makes the housefly 
Which from birth is doomed to die.
The spider kills with poison jaws.
The tiger tears with teeth and claws.
Animals large and animals small.
Something plots to kill them all.
But God will make sure they live.
To weak creatures he will give 
Strength to conquer all the devils,
Strength to fight all the perils.
Creatures live, creatures die;
Good ones live above the sky.
From a whale to a wing 
God watches over everything.

R.J.S. (Ila)
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