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Editorial
“ Twentieth century civilisation,” said M r. J. L. Hammond 

recently in his Hobhouse memorial lecture, “ is going to turn on 
leisure as surely as nineteenth century civilisation turned on pro
duction.” Despite the obvious truth of such a statement it can 
stand repetition, for to-day there are millions, young and old, in 
our country and in the rest of the world, who pay scant attention 
to the problem of what to do with their free time. I t  is quite 
possible that so used have they become to long periods in which they 
have no work to do that they fail to realise there is a problem at all. 
They forget that a hundred years ago the leisured England of to-day 
was beyond imagination; that the so-called good things of life were 
the prerogatives of the wealthy. Thanks, however, to the introduction 
and development of machinery, thanks also to the progress of modern 
democracy, with its change in social ideals, the average man of 1933 
has opportunities for leisure that are little short of amazing when 
viewed historically. Indeed, he regards them as his due by a sort of 
new “ divine right ”—that of modern society. There are those, too, 
who would go still further: they advocate a reduction in working 
hours as the cure for many of the greatest ills of our time.

However that might be, there is no doubt that the problem 
needs facing by us all, for failure to solve it is likely to lower our 
social credit to such an extent that the future will condemn us as 
a century of lost opportunities. It is evading the issue to say that 
we have our cinemas, our wireless, our spectacular contests in 
hundreds of great arenas. All that is true. On the other hand, it 
is worth while remembering that the Roman Empire when hugest 
and most opulent had likewise its cheap, commercialised amusements 
which played no small part in sapping the moral and spiritual 
energies of Rome. The feverish desire on the part of so many of 
us not to be bored, that leads us to turn on the wireless, or to go 
to the “ pictures,” other amusements there being none, reveals a 
mind regardless of the vital meaning of “ recreation.”

For we are well on the way towards a solution to the problem 
when we begin to appreciate all that the word “ recreation ” stands 
for. After all, there is nothing inherently wrong with most of fhe 
commercial amusement interests. The real grievance against them 
is that, in catering largely for those who are unable to amuse them
selves, they offer such bad value for the money. They fail, in short, 
to recreate. In the long run they increase mental lethargy, which 
means increasing boredom and dissatisfaction. T o  the whole 
problem there cannot be just one solution, though, as the Bishop of 
Southwell pointed out on Speech Day, the proper use of schooldays 
would help tremendously. England will be a happier country, and 
more prosperous, when she learns to harness machinery to finer 
purposes, and to employ aright this new gift of leisure.
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School Notes
The School Pictures.— During the last few months there has 

been a change in the quality, subjects and placing of the pictures 
in the school. They are there not only to brighten the rooms and 
corridors but to enable you to gain some knowledge of the work 
of the various artists, and so that you may enjoy the feast of colour 
and pattern that great paintings have to offer. As with music and 
the great composers, it is necessary to have some knowledge and 
appreciation of the best work that has been left to us. Talks will 
be given in the A rt Room in connection with the pictures.

In the classrooms the Dutch school, with its homely subjects, is 
well represented, also the Italian, French, Flemish and English 
schools, all showing a fascinating variety of colour and composition. 
W e are fortunate in having the distinguished series of historical 
pictures by Modern British Masters from St. Stephen’s Hall, 
Westminster. Moreover, the small boards hanging in the corridors 
should be watched week by week for cuttings of general interest to 
every boy.

A welcome note of colour is supplied by the attractive posters 
by leading artists issued by the railway companies. It is intended 
to extend this series, and, with the addition of large scale local 
maps, to make the walls of the school both cheerful and instructive. 
I t is therefore the duty of every boy to be alive to these things and 
make the fullest use of the opportunities given him.

The Prefects Remove.—After lying dormant for over a term 
the old School kitchen has now become the home of the prefects. 
Such a remark needs qualifying, lest to the uninitiated it might 
convey a wrong impression and suggest that the prefects have 
suffered “ a sea change into something rich and strange.” The room 
has been gutted, repaired and redecorated, and in its present state 
is much more commodious and convenient than was Room 16. We 
notice, too, that the entrance seems to make an excellent rendezvous 
for defaulters.
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Dramatic W ork .—It is pleasing to record that the School has 
now added another to its many activities. In the last week of the 
Autumn Term, members of the IV, V and VI forms gave a dramatic 
reading of the famous Bardell v. Pickwick Trial, and Form lie  
staged a more modest, but very vigorous, performance of “ Robin 
Hood,” by Alfred Noyes, in the Lecture Room.

IVc then took a bold step forward, by establishing, in January, 
a form Dramatic Society, which met each week and finally produced 
“ The Thread o’ Scarlet ” by J. J. Bell.

All were so enthusiastically received that the interest of the 
School in such work was clearly shown, and we seem to be justified 
in hoping that a H .M . Dramatic Society will soon be revealing 
to parents and the outside world the talents that now lie buried 
in classroom, and—may we whisper it?—staffroom.

Music.—Last term saw the beginning of a series of talks on 
Music, which were given to the School on Monday mornings. They 
were mainly concerned with the instruments of the orchestra, and 
three or four gramophone records were played with each talk in 
illustration of the points discussed.

At the end of the term a concert was arranged, all the items 
being request items selected by ballot from the list of those per
formed during the term. All tastes were met, and the programme 
was enthusiastically received.

These talks, the object of which is to widen the musical experi
ence of boys in the school, are being continued this term, and the 
works of different composers are being studied with reference to 
their place in the development of music. W e have begun with 
M ozart, and it is proposed to work backward to Bach and Purcell, 
and forward to the twentieth century.

The new radio-gramophone is more than adequate for its 
purpose, and in addition to reproducing records it enables us to 
take advantage of Sir Walford Davies’s broadcast talks as occasion 
permits.

Good Luck.—It so happened that this magazine will come 
into the hands of our readers just as thousands of boys in England 
are sitting for their Certificate Examinations. Among that number 
are twenty-one of our own Vth form, and eight of the V lth  upper, 
who after months of what we trust has been hard work are now 
sitting in the School Hall facing the questions of external examiners. 
T o all of them go the best wishes of the School, and the hope that 
they will, at least, emulate the success of those who sat a year ago. 
There is always this about it, that though the twenty-nine candidates 
may feel themselves worthy of commiseration now, they score when
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all is over. For whilst the rest of the School are in form rooms 
working at their annual examinations, they (the minority) are free 
to join the many journeys and visits which are being arranged for 
them.

On the Games Side we continue to advance. The Rugger 
report for the past season makes good reading, and it will not now 
be long, we hope, until our seniors can coach the juniors in the 
rudiments of the game. Obviously, much still remains to be done, 
especially where three-quarter work is concerned. Our own opinion, 
too, is that we shall not make much advance there until our seniors 
learn to run faster. In more than one game our backs have been 
outpaced by their opponents. That, by the way, is why the School 
so far has not been able to find a relay team capable of competing 
favourably with neighbouring schools in the various relay contests. 
However (to return to rugger), it is gratifying to know that of the 
schools which the Henry Mellish meets only one, the High School 
“A ” team, remains undefeated by us.

Boxing has come more to the fore this year, mainly, we notice, 
owing to the inspiration of M r. Dunkerly. The School reached the 
final of the Perry Cup, but greater experience there told strongly 
against our representatives. W e can, however, look forward hope
fully to better things next year. A week after that contest came 
a meeting with the Grammar School, Mansfield. We won, but, 
better still, the two schools have now a bond of friendliness created 
by the excellent reception given to our party.

Meanwhile our cricket teams are acquitting themselves satis
factorily, and there is greater evidence this year of a finer team- 
spirit that means so much on the field.

Apologies.—We regret that among the list of Examination 
Successes in the last issue was omitted the name of Green, J. R., 
with 1 Credit, Distinction in Eng., History and Elem. Maths., 
Good in Arith., French and Physics, with exemption from 
matriculation.

The initials J.A.R. should have appeared at the close of the 
article entitled “ A Day in the Life of a Stone Age Boy.”

Acknowledgments.—W e desire to acknowledge having received 
the following magazines: The Gong, Elizabethan, Cestrafeldian, 
Newtonian, Tiffinian, Bailean, Nottinghamian, Mundella Magazine, 
Brunts School Magazine, City of Oxford School Magazine, and 
High Pavement School Magazine.



THE CENTAUR Seven

Speech Day
Inspiring Address by the Bishop of Southwell.

The Senior School Speech Day was held on Monday, 
February 20th, in the School Hall. The chief speaker was the Lord 
Bishop of Southwell, whilst among those supporting the Chairman 
of the Governors and the Head Master on the platform were Major 
T . P. Barber, the Directors of Education for Nottinghamshire and 
for Nottingham, the Sheriff of Nottingham, Alderman Heath and 
Councillor Spencer.

How W e Suffer from N oise.
In his report on the School’s work, the Head Master said that 

though many people might consider that the school was essentially 
complete, it was seriously handicapped in one way, namely, that 
the majority of the form rooms faced Highbury Vale where the 
traffic was heavy. The noise was detrimental to the work of the 
School. He could not see how matters might be improved until it 
was realised that street noises should be reduced to the minimum; 
motor traffic was the smallest contributor to the din; trams, drays, 
milk-carts and the granite setts were mentioned as successfully 
drowning any normal voice in any of the rooms on the front of the 
School. He hoped that the railless cars would soon replace the 
trams and that, where public authorities could influence the tyring 
of vehicles, they would prefer pneumatic tyres to any other type. 
In urging the need for quieter streets, he was espousing the cause of 
all other schools which were unlucky enough to stand near the 
main roads.

Having dealt with the street noises, the Head Master began to 
consider the School’s record. He regretted that opportunities of 
work were lessening for those boys leaving secondary schools, and 
he appealed to the business houses and public authorities to co
operate with the schools in bettering this state of affairs.

In September 1932, the number of boys at the School was 398; 
an increase of 55 upon that of last year.

Three of the five candidates who had sat for the Higher School 
Certificate Examination were successful; two gained distinction and 
two were successful in gaining exemption from the London Inter
mediate Examination. The London General School Examination 
was taken for the first time—with gratifying results. 19 out of the 
20 candidates were successful; two of these gained honours 
certificates, 10 matriculation exemption, and altogether there was 
18 distinctions. Charles Barker had been awarded a Foundation
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Scholarship in Mathematics at Durham University. K. V. Bailey, 
a member of the Upper Sixth, had gained an Open Exhibition in 
History at Jesus College, Oxford.

Education and the Future.

The Bishop of Southwell (Dr. H . Mosley), having distributed 
the prizes and certificates, emphasised that it was important that 
parents, no matter what the sacrifice, should keep their sons at 
school until they had obtained a job. In this connection he 
reiterated the Head M aster’s appeal for closer co-operation between 
business houses and the schools. He considered that employers 
should apply to the head masters for records of a boy’s keenness, 
enthusiasm and power to lead others as well as for a record of book 
work. He also considered that employers, in the past, had made a 
mistake by taking boys too young from school, and without 
discrimination. He thought that an extra year at school was most 
important in the development of a boy, and that the great test of 
a school was the way in which its boys spent their leisure time after 
leaving school.

In the future one of the main tasks of education would be to 
teach young people how to employ their leisure time. He sketched 
a picture of the pleasures of youth, and said that young people 
easily become bored with any spare time on their hands.

Education had to consult the interests of Democracy because 
the present generation had the task of rebuilding a world from the 
ruins of the Great W ar, and of the years immediately succeeding, 
and he looked to schools like the Henry Mellish County School to 
build up a new influence in the world, and to rise to the great 
opportunities before it. “ From this,” the speaker concluded, “ and 
every School in the land, what we need is a new influence, 
irresistible and cleansing like the wind, that will spread through 
England and the world.”

M ajor Barber proposed the vote of thanks to the Bishop for 
his presence at the School Speech Day. This was seconded by 
Dr. J. R. West. The Chairman (M r. G. H. Hurt) then invited 
all the parents present to inspect the school and, after two songs by 
the School, the meeting closed with the National Anthem.

D.E.A.R. '
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P rize L ist .
Form VI (Upper):—

History: T. H. KNIGHTON.
Maths, and Science: C. F. BARKER.
Maths, and Science: L. SPOLTON.
Geography: J. O. FRAZER.
Head Master’s Prize: W. A. VICKERS.

Form VI (Lower):—
English and History: K. V. BAILEY.
Maths, and Science: A. J. GREEN.

Form V English, History and Maths.: J. R. GREEN.
English, French, Maths, and Chemistry: E. MOULT. 
English: A. I. OTTER.
French and Chemistry: C. ATHERTON.
Maths.: G. R. GOODALL.
Maths and Chemistry: C. R. VANN.
Maths.: J. H. WINTER.

Form IV G. R. OTTER, L. H. MORLEY, J. GRANEY.

F o rm l l la S .  HOLGATE, K. A. GOURLAY, J. BIRCHMORE, P. A. 
GARDINER.

Form 11 lb H. STEVENSON, F. WALKER, N. LEDGER.
Form 11 Ic F. ROWLEY, K. H. SUGGETT, R. CORBETT.

Form I la W. H. WHITBY, G. E. ULLYATT, L. DOBSON, 
J. ANDERSON.

Form lib J. H. SMITH, E. BACON, J. GADSBY, A. BEARDSALL.

Form lie D. L. TYLER, D. W. K. JONES', N. J. PARRY, 
N. A. SAFFELL.

Junior Proficiency Prize (presented by the Head Master) : F. J. POOLE.

Aboard a Tugboat
I was awakened by the deep raucous bellow of a ship’s siren. 

My uncle had taught me to recognise the type of ship by its siren, 
but I could not recognise this one. I dressed hurriedly and went 
on deck; then I saw why I did not recognise the ship. I t  was 
large, steel plated, painted white, a halibut fisher just back from 
Iceland. Later I learned that the trip had not been profitable, and 
the ship had been sold to be converted for shark fishing. In a few 
minutes came a veritable battery of sirens. As it was almost two 
hours before high-tide, the lock gates were opened and all the ships 
that had been standing out all night began to move in. At Grimsby 
dock ships may go in two hours before and two hours after high 
tide, but at Hull they may go in only one hour before and one 
hour after high tide.
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Suddenly I was startled by the deep boom of the “ Ada’s ” 
siren, our own tug. Whilst I had been watching the shipping we 
had been getting up steam and were now ready for another day’s 
work. M y uncle called me on to the bridge; he told me that we 
were going to lie off Spurn in wait for an oil-tanker, which we had 
to tow into the dock. W e cast off our mooring ropes, the engine 
room telegraph rang, “ slow speed ahead,” we nosed out of our 
berth, “ half speed ahead,” and we left the dock; finally the tele
graph tinkled “ full speed ahead,” and away we went.

W e had proceeded at this rate for about two miles, when my 
uncle signalled the engine room, “ half speed ahead,” then “ stop;” 
we swept round in a circle and came to rest alongside a trawler. 
W e chatted to the crew, and as their captain was a friend of my 
uncle’s we got a box or two of “ fresh ” fish and several lobsters. 
At last we fended off, and once more went on.

About five miles away I could see the beach at Cleethorpes 
with crowds of people on the sands looking like ants swarming over 
a wooden surface. W e steamed on, the roll of the ship growing 
more pronounced every minute as we got into the deeper waters 
approaching Spurn. W e passed Bull Fort, then Bull Lightship. 
A quarter of a mile further on we stopped and drifted around. We 
had to wait half an hour before our ship came alongside us. My 
uncle told me she was a troop-carrier that had been converted into 
an oil-tanker. W e immediately slung a cable aboard her, they made 
fast at the bows, our end was attached to the “ towing bar ” behind 
our funnels. W e then towed her in and berthed her in the 
“ Alexander ” dock. Here we met a Danish timber boat, which 
we had to move to the outer dock. I went aboard her by 
climbing a rope ladder slung down the side of the ship. She 
dropped her mooring ropes, slipped out of her berth under the dock 
pilot’s directions, and then we towed her to the outer dock.

By now I was feeling hungry, and I gladly accepted the Danish 
skipper’s offer of lunch. I t  consisted of “ hash,” or salt beef and 
potatoes minced together, and coffee with “ ship’s milk.” The coffee 
was the most delicious coffee that I have ever tasted.

Back to work again! W e had to go to the trawler dock to 
fetch the G.Y. trawler “ City of Tokyo,” to take her across to 
Hull for new boiler fittings. On the way to her we passed the 
laundry barge, a petrol driven boat that supplied clean linen to the 
trawlers. W e towed out the “ Tokyo ” and started at a steady rate 
for Hull. I t was a delightful journey; we were steadied by the
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weight behind us and our deck heaved only with a gentle rhythmic 
motion. As we passed a tramp steamer I saw several sacks of 
oranges thrown overboard. I asked my uncle the reason. He said 
that the oranges were probably bad, but later mentioned that green
stuff was often jettisoned like that to keep up the selling price.

We arrived at Hull and towed the trawler to the repair docks. 
Here my uncle showed me one of the “ Q ” boats converted now 
into a real cargo boat. Suddenly I saw something white with black 
spots upon it floating about in the dock. Closer inspection showed 
that it was a Dalmatian dog that had been drowned several days, 
and now, full of gas, had floated to the surface. This sight made 
me feel very sick, and I was glad when we were out of the dock 
and in the river again.

W e now steamed towards home. It was high tide again and 
the waves were mounting higher and higher. I saw the ferry boat 
that crosses from New Holland to H ull; on its deck it had a motor 
car, their comparative sizes gave me an impression of the size of 
the ferry boat. Further on we passed the pilot cutter, which 
carries as many as thirty dock-pilots at once. W e steamed on, the 
swell growing higher every minute, we cut through the wake of 
a trawler, going out for a fortnight’s fishing trip to the Dogger 
Banks, and rocked about in it like a cork.

Steadily we steamed on and at last reached Grimsby Docks. 
W e had one job left to do, that of fetching the Danish butter boat, 
“ Alexandre,” from the Royal Dock to the outer dock. This did 
not take long. Coming back from the outer dock to the tug dock 
we passed an old friend, the L.N.E.R. boat, the “ Macclesfield.” 
I learnt that she was having a new propellor fitted.

At last as we berthed in our own dock, the light was fading 
and the stars were coming out. Looking out seawards I saw the 
red and green riding lights of the trawlers that had come in too 
late to dock that night. Then I heard the “ chug-chug ” of the 
twenty feet long Danish motor fishing boats going out for a night’s 
fishing. Further out still, I saw the multitudinous lights of a huge 
passenger liner as she glided down from Immingham, probably 
bound for the other side of the globe. I fell into a reverie and 
thought how magnificent it all was. I was awakened from it by 
my uncle’s hand falling on my shoulder as he said, “ Time you were 
in bed youngster!”

N.L. (IVb).
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The Library
A Steady G rowth.

In the last number of the magazine we were able to record 
that many newspapers and magazines had been added to the Library. 
T hat list has been increased by the addition of the new Nottingham
shire Magazine and by the French daily paper, Figaro.

Nor is this all. A further 100 books have been placed on the 
shelves. Three of these books were presented by boys who have 
left the school; their gifts, as usual, are thoroughly appreciated.

The new books are varied in subject, though two classes call 
for special mention this time. Some of the most popular books in 
the Library are those to be found in the Applied Science section, 
especially those on engineering, inventions and hobbies. For a long 
time, however, we had realised that there was a gap which needed 
filling by more detailed and authoritative books on handicraft. So 
about a dozen books on woodwork and metalwork have been 
obtained and they now form a sub-section of the Library, as it were, 
for they are kept in the handicraft room. There they can be used 
much more easily than if they were in the Library. Unfortunately, 
several of these books are American, and were bought before the 
U.S.A. went off the “ gold standard ” ; consequently their prices 
were, to say the least of it, somewhat stiff.

Music.
The other noteworthy group of books, though I doubt very 

much whether books is the right name for them (certainly Lamb 
would have refused to call them such), numbers 12 and consists of 
the complete orchestral scores of certain famous overtures and 
symphonies, etc. There are such things as overtures to W agner’s 
“ Flying Dutchman ” and “ Lohengrin,” Mendelssohn’s “ M id
summer Night’s Dream,” M ozart’s “ Marriage of Figaro,” Weber’s 
“ Invitation to the Dance,” and Schubert’s “ Unfinished Symphony.” 
I t  is hoped that those who are keenly interested in music and 
especially in the weekly music recitals, will take the opportunity to 
borrow the score when the work is being played.

The new fiction falls into two groups, one containing books to 
replace popular novels where the copies have become delapidated, 
(e.g., Salute to Adventurers, Greenmantle, Spanish Gold, King 
Solomon’s Mines) and the other containing the works of great 
authors (e.g., Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina, Lewis’ Babbit, and Gals
worthy’s Flowering Wilderness).
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The mention of Galsworthy reminds me of the loss sustained 
by English literature by his death, and also by those of the novelist, 
George Moore, and the scholar, George Saintsbury. Fortunately, 
we can say that in no instance had we to wait for death to recall 
their fame to us. Saintsbury was to be found from the beginning 
of the Library on the English shelves, whilst the same remark applies 
to both the others on the fiction shelves. True, neither The Brook 
Kerith nor Aphrodite in Aulis is everybody’s book; but the Forsyte 
Saga and to a less degree, the three volumes forming the sequel 
called A Modern Comedy are in steady demand.

A glance at the appended list will show the variety of the 
other books. You can wander from How to Swim Crawl to How  
to Apply for a Situation, from Everyday Things in Archaic Greece 
to Television.

L ist of Books.

The following books have been presented to the Library : —

J. D. CHA LLA N S: Elton, O. : English Muse.

H. J. H O LLA N D  : Anderson, H .M .: Kelston of Kells.

W . E. BROW N : Goodyear, R. A. H . : One of the Best.

H. STURM AN : Illustrated London News, 1850. 2 vols. 

FO R M  IVc : Kohler, C. : History of Costume.

The following is a select list of books added to the Library 
this year : —

S O C IO L O G Y : Machiavelli, N . : Prince; Rowbottom,
J. W . : How to Apply for a Situation.

H IST O R Y  : Baikie, J . : Lands and Peoples of the Bible; 
Napier, W . : Battles and Sieges in the Peninsula; Wilson, M . : 
Queen Elizabeth.

EN G L ISH  : ed. Saintsbury, G . : Loci Critici; Weekley, E . : 
Words and Names; Harvey, P. : Companion to English Literature; 
Kittredge, G. L. : Chaucer and His Poetry; Belloc, H. : On
Anything; Gregory, Lady: Seven Short Plays.

CLASSICS : Jeans, G. E. : Life and Letters of Cicero; 
Quennell, M. and C.H.B. : Everyday Things in Archaic Greece.
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SCIENCE : Bowman, I . : New W orld; Monkhouse, P . : On 
Foot in the Peak; ed. D ’Oyley, E . : Great Travel Stories of A ll 
Nations; Houstoun, R. A . : Intermediate Light; Cajori, F . : History 
of Physics; ed. Golding, H . : Wonder Book of Electricity; Rayner, 
J. H .; Modern Radio Communication; Hadley, H. E . : Magnetism 
and Electricity; Moseley, S. A. and Chappie, H . J. B . : Television; 
Taylor, F. S . : Inorganic and Theoretical Chemistry; Barwick, 
E. B .: M a n s Genius.

U SEFU L ARTS : Shirley, A. J . : Elementary Craftsmanship 
in M etal; Hooper, J. and Shirley, A. J . : Handcraft in Wood and 
M etal; Armytage, G. J. : Metalwork for Schools; Gregory, A. : 
A rt of Woodworking; Griffith, J. S. : Woodwork for Secondary 
Schools; Payne, A. F. : A rt Metalwork; Stout, W . B. : Boy’s Book 
of Mechanical Models; Cuzner, B. : First Book of Metalwork; 
Simpson, L. E. and Weir, M . : Weaver’s Craft.

FIN E  ARTS A ND A M U S E M E N T S : Scholes, P. A .: 
Listener’s History of Music; Scholes, P. A. : First Book of Gramo
phone Record; Davidson, G. : Stories from the Operas; Gent, 
D. R . : Rugby Football; ed. Marshall, H . : Rugger Stories; 
McDowell, T . : Vaulting; Hedges, S. G . : How to Swim Crawl; 
Modern Publicity, 1932.

F IC T IO N  : Conrad, J. : Nostromo; Coppard, A. E. : Fares 
Please; Galsworthy, J. : Flowering Wilderness; Lewis, S. : Babbit; 
Tolstoy, L. : Anna Karenina; Wodehouse, P. G . : Bill the
Conqueror, Heart of a Goof; English Review Book of Short Stories; 
First Mercury Story Book.

Modern Mottoes
President Roosevelt : In vino veritas.
M r. W o o d fu ll : Noli me tangere.
M r. G andhi : Lusus naturae cum grano salis. 
Greta Garbo: Amor vincit omnia.
M r. Chiver : Jam fecit.
Duckworth : Quid est hoc?
Bernard Shaw : Je pense, done je suis. 
E pstein : Ars est celare artem.
A Radio Announcer : Vox et praeterea nihil. 
T he Prime M inister : Hie et ubique.
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Tidings
Being a record of last term’s happenings to 2A according 

to Chronicler II.

And it came to pass that the scattered members of the tribe 
of He-Mellishites did journey back unto their camp in the region 
of Bulwellia. And on a certain morning of the week they did 
gather together in the Great Hall to hear the sounds of sweet music, 
at which they were greatly pleased.

And as the days went by, the young ones of the tribe did again 
assemble in the Great Hall. There they did sing sweetly unto 
their parents who had journeyed thither with a great desire to see 
how their offspring fared. And there came also to that place a 
renowned prophet and his spouse who gave them good counsel.

Behold, here are great tidings. One day, while the rest of 
the He-Mellishites were drinking in the witty words of the elders, 
it happened that a certain band under one of the elders did board 
the wrong vehicle and found themselves journeying along to Ketter- 
ingum which it is said is in the opposite direction to Newarkiam, 
their destination. There they did sojourn until a few hours later 
when they returned to the Great Building.

Now on a certain morning of the season it came to pass that 
one of the elders, the leader of the 2A band, did lead this branch 
of young people into a strange land. Here they beheld a substance 
being made, which smelt exceedingly. And after seeing some of the 
weird and wonderful contrivances through which this substance did 
pass they journeyed towards the Great Building.

But after these periods of great joy there came to pass a 
period of weeping and wailing. The young ones were compelled 
to study certain manuscripts and the following day did answer 
questions set them by the elders.

And after this period of gnashing of teeth, there came a time 
when the young ones clad themselves in strange garments and did 
pursue one another across the wild wastes of Bulwellia, leaping over 
gates and diving under hedges. And when they did return they 
gave one of the elders a card and threw themselves down panting.

Now there came to pass a certain day when they did once more 
clothe themselves in these strange garments, and did once more 
pursue one another, throwing round objects as far as they could 
and leaping over ropes. The elders, who were watching these sights, 
did applaud them for their great efforts.
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One morning as the young ones were gathering together in 
the Great Hall they did see garlands hung about the lamps and 
a white substance strewn about the floor. And lo and behold, that 
night there did assemble a great multitude of grizzled warriors of 
the tribe in the Great Hall who did glide about the floor with the 
women-folk.

And on the last day of the season certain documents were given 
to the young ones by the elders which were to be passed on to their 
parents. Lo and behold, here are curious tidings. Some of these 
documents did bring forth great joy, but others did cause sorrow 
and tribulation. Now it came to pass that there was much leave- 
taking in the Great Building and each of the young ones departed 
and sojourned in his own home.

A.N. (Ha).

Pot-Pourri
Broadcasting to the Australians will greatly benefit them, for 

they may learn how to speak the King’s English.

A regicide is a man who gives way to his better feelings.

Hannibal was the Carthaginian leader, he had only one eye, 
that was in the middle of his head.

Q. By what new method of warfare did the Macedonians 
win victories? A. The “ W ” formation.

Henry V III wanted a divorce from the Pope.

II compte les brigues =  He creases his breeches.

Part of a bicycle =  La belle.

The Trojan W ar was caused by a god of Troy stealing 
Persephone of Sparta.

Lavoisier, a Frenchman, was the first man to discover oxygen. 
He laboured for twelve days, all night and all day, until he was 
rewarded for his success.

Lavoisier discovered how to obtain litmus from mercury.

Matches are pieces of wood with a piece of acid on the end, 
you strike the match on a rough surface and it at once flares up.

Matches gave the people who made them a disease. But now 
they are mad (sic) in a scientific way.
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Cross-Country Races
There were a few innovations this year in the cross-country races. 

First, the form championship was replaced by the section champion
ship, although, unfortunately, this precluded the sixth and fifth 
forms; secondly, points were awarded on the basis of the section 
with the smallest number of runners in each group determining the 
number of boys in each section to count.

This was our second cross-country race and once again we had 
splendid weather for such an event. The three courses remained 
practically the same as last year, the chief difference being in an 
alteration and extension of the junior course. Nearly 340 boys 
competed, and it was remarkable how in each section the winner led 
by a wide margin.

J uniors.
There was comparatively little change in the six or so leaders 

during the whole of the race, although their actual positions varied 
from time to time. At both the first and second controls Newbold, 
Travers, Little and Shaw were well together, but at the third 
Travers had taken the lead, Beech had moved up, whilst Kirk and 
Shaw, and especially Newbold, had dropped back. Nearing home 
Travers increased his lead, and proved an unexpected winner by 
about 100 yards from Beech.

Result: 1, Travers (B); 2, Beech (R); 3, Buck, D. (Y); 
4, Little (R); 5, Bailey (R); 6, Kirk (A). T im e: 25 mins. 21 secs.

High standard points were awarded to the first 20 boys; low 
standard points were awarded to those who came in from 21 to 60.

Seniors.
I t is very doubtful whether this event was much better than 

the senior race a year ago. There was certainly neither the 
enthusiasm nor the athletic ability shown to compare with the keen
ness and running in the other sections. At the first control Rowlett 
was leading from Scothorne, Skeavington and Petch, but at the next 
point Brown, C., had moved up to second place with Scothorne 
leading. Gradually Brown took the lead, and finally won easily 
by about half a lap from Petch.

Result: 1, Brown, C. (B); 2, Petch (R); 3, Scothorne; 
4, Skeavington; 5, Rowlett; 6, Riccomini (B). T im e: 25 mins. 
59 secs.

High standard points were awarded to the first 12 boys; low 
standard points were awarded to those who came in from 13 to 30.
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M iddles.
As last year this was the best contested race of the three. 

Indeed the first two positions might have been changed if Beardsall, 
instead of being content with merely taking the lead, had increased 
his advantage earlier in the race. As it was he entered the field 
leading by a few yards only from Carpenter who naturally in size 
and ability had the advantage with only a lap to go. Three hundred 
yards from home Carpenter took the lead, and drew away slowly 
to win by about 50 yards. Meanwhile the other four or five places 
had altered little throughout the race, Parkin, Atkins, Parry, Frost, 
and Riley being always among the leaders.

Result: 1, Carpenter (Y); 2, Beardsall (R ); 3, Parkin (R) ; 
4, Parry (B); 5, Riley (R); 6, Atkins (B). Time : 25 mins. 24 secs.

High standard points were awarded to the first 20 boys; low 
standard points were awarded to those who came in from 21 to 65.

Section Championship.
JUNIORS:

1, Red—1437; 2, Yellow—1676; 3, Blue—1915; 4, Green—2237. 
MIDDLES:

1, Yellow—1468; 2, Red—1575 ; 3, Blue—1698 ; 4, Green—2092. 
SENIORS:

1, Red—126; 2, Blue—147; 3, Yellow—189; 4, Green—232. 
FINAL RESULT:

1, Red—3138; 2, Yellow—3333 ; 3, Blue—3760 ; 4, Green, 4561.
G.

Diminutive Miss Muffet reposed in a sedentary position,
Partaking of coagulated bovine lactic secretions :
Whilst so appeasing her appetite an opprobrious arachnid belonging 

to the insectivorous order approached 
And resided in a recumbent posture in her immediate vicinity,
Thus effecting a rapid clearance of the terrified juvenile female.

E.J.

A precis is an attempt to do forty minutes’ hard labour in 
half-an-hour.

A paraphrase is the putting of the unintelligible words of 
someone else into equally unintelligible words of one’s own.

J.A.
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Athletic Sports
A section championship was substituted this year for the form 

championship, and in consequence the spirit shown both in the 
preliminaries and on sports day was much keener than in previous 
years.

The standards remained much the same as last year, except 
mainly in the 100 yards where they were raised. Strangely enough 
the running in this event was not as good as in former years, 
whereas in the 220 yards there was a definite improvement. In 
the other flat races no final performance equalled the best of 1931 
and 1932; the high jumping remains mediocre, although the long 
jumping in the junior school showed an improvement. The 
trouble with the high jumpers is that they take little bother over 
technique; most of them, in fact, confuse the event with a sort 
of long jump, as they waste far too much energy in running up to 
the rope.

I t  was good to notice that at least one of the sections took 
practice seriously, and that a few of the juniors who had learned 
certain methods of athletic technique tried to impart their knowledge 
to others. Such spirit and willingness are commendable and should 
serve as a standard to the rest in future years.

Sports D ay.

The finals, with, as usual, the exception of the mile, were run 
on Thursday afternoon, March 30th. This was our third sports 
day, and we have still to be unfortunate in the matter of weather, 
though the first half hour or so this year could hardly be called 
propitious. However, we carried on, and soon the sun shone. We 
were glad to notice that a number of parents turned up; we trust 
that they will come in greater numbers as the years go by.

Certain things stood out among the events. These were the 
sound running of Brown, C., the improved running of Riccomini, 
a good winning long jump by Robinson, and the duel between 
Woodhouse and Catlow in Throwing the Cricket Ball, a duel 
which only the last throw decided.

The Red section held a commanding lead at the beginning of 
the afternoon, and at the close they won by just over 100 points.
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Results.
100 yds.

(Under 12): 1, Johnson, P. J. (G) ; 2, Ottey (Y) ; time 14 secs.
(12) : 1, Bratton (G) ; 2, Dobson (Y ); 3, Smith, A. G. (B) ; 

time 13 3-5th secs.
(13) : 1, Gourlay (Y) ; 2, Severn (G ); 3, Benrdsall (R) ; time 

13 l-5th secs.
(14 ) : 1, Allen, T. H. (G ); 2, Ledger (R) ; 3, Cree (R ) ; time 

12 2-5tli secs.
(15 ) : 1, Brown, C. (B) ; 2, Best (R) ; 3, Woodliouse, B. C. (Y ); 

time 12 secs.
(Over 16): 1, Clarke, G. H .; 2, Oaldbeck; 3, Raven; time 11 2-5th 

secs.

220 yds.
(Under 12): 1, Ottey (Y ); 2, Stevenson (G) ; 3, Johnson, P. G. 

(G) ; time 31 secs.
(12) : 1, Bratton (G) ; 2, Smith, A. G. (B) ; 3, Hodgkinson (R ) ; 

time 31 secs.
(13) : 1, Beardsall (R) ; 2, Severn (G ); 3, Gourlay (Y) and 

Eggleston (B) ; time 29 4-5th secs.
(14) : 1, Allen, T. H. (G ); 2, Ledger1 (R) ; 3, Carpenter (Y ); 

time 28 2-5th secs.
(15) : 1, Brown, C. (B) ; 2, Best (R) ; 3, Barnett (R) ; time 

27 l/5 tli secs.
(Over 16): 1, Clarke, G. H .; 2, Scothorne; 3, Bates (Yr) ; time 

25 l-5th secs.

440 yds.
(13) : 1, Beardsall (R) ; 2, Eggleston (B) ; 3, Atkins (B) ; time 

68 2-5th secs.
(14-15) : 1, Brown, C. (B) ; 2, Barnett (R) ; 3, Petch (R).
(Over 16): 1, Bates (Y) ; 2, Scothorne; time 62 3-5th secs.

880 yds.
(14-15) : 1, Petch (R) ; 2, Riccomini (B) ; 3, Keeling (R) ; time 

2 mins. 30 l-5th secs.
(Over 16) : 1, Clarke, W. J . ; 2, Rowlett; 3, Eggleshaw; time 

2 mins. 26 4-5th sees.

Mile.
(14-15) : 1, Petch (R) ; 2, Riccomini (B) ; 3, Parry (B) ; time 

5 mins. 42 l-5th secs.
(Over 16): 1, Twelvetrees; 2, Rowlett; 3, Eggleshaw; time 

5 mins. 34 4-5th secs.
High Jump.

(Under 12) : 1, Morley (B) ; 2, Carter (G) ; 3, Stevenson (G ); 
height 3ft. 9ins.

(12) : 1, Rands (R) ; 2, Hayes (R) ; 3, Naylor (R ) ; height 4ft. lin.
(13) : 1, Bates (R) ; 2, Philpott (Y) ; height 4ft. 3ins.
(14) : 1, Robinson (G) ; 2, Allen, T. H. (G) ; 3, Ledger (R) ; 

height 4ft.
(15) : 1, Catlow (B) and Birclimore (B) ; 3, Brown, W. E. (B) ; 

height 4ft.
(Over 16): 1, Jordan; 2, Dexter; 3, N uttall; height 4 ft. 10 Ins.
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Long Jump.
(Under 12): 1, Little ( E ) ; 2, Carter (G) ; 3, Peirce (Y ); distance 

12 ft.
(12 ) : 1, Hills ( B ) ; 2, Rands (R) ; 3, Kelham (It) ; distance 

12ft. 71 inches.
(13 ) : 1, Jew (B) ; 2, Allen, C. (B) ; 3, Wheldon (Y) ; distance 

13ft. Olins.
(14) : 1, Robinson (G) ; 2, Britton (R) ; 3, Rose (B) ; distance 

16ft. 5ins.
(1 5 ) : 1, Williams (R) ; 2, Clarke (R) ; distance 15ft. 5ins.
(Over 16): 1, Nuttall; 2, Newbery; 3, B ailey; distance 16ft. 5 ins.

Throwing the Cricket Ball.
(Under 12) ; 1, Johnson, G. A. (Y) ; 2, Ely (B) ; 3, Plumb (B).
(12) : 1, Buck (Y) ; 2, Ford (R) ; 3, Storer (G).
(13) : 1, Hart (B) ; 2, Todd (Y) ; 3, Baulkwill (B) ; distance 

58 yds. Oft. 3ins.
(14-15): 1, Woodhouse, B.C. (Y) ; 2, Catlow (B) ; 3, Birehmore 

(B) ; distance 72 yds. 1ft. 4ins.

Putting the Shot.
1, Newbery; 2, Jordan (Y) ; 3, Woodhouse, B. C. (Y) ;

distance 27ft. Sins.

FINAL POINTS.
1, Red, 543; 2, Blue, 442 ; 3, Yellow, 427; 4, Green, 349.

R elay Races.

There are few finer forms of sport than relay racing. It has 
the advantage over individual racing in that it brings out the team 
spirit better, and certainly from the spectator’s point of view it is 
much more exciting.

So in addition to the usual sports contests we held a series of 
relays one afternoon in the last week of the Spring term. There 
were three events : the 100 yards, the 220 yards, and the 440 yards; 
with three divisions, under 12, 12— 13, and 14— 15 in each of the 
shorter distances, and two divisions, 12— 13 and 14— 15, in the 440 
yards. Four boys constituted a team, and no boy could run more 
than once. This meant that 32 boys in each of the four sections 
took part.

As a result we had an interesting afternoon, every runner doing 
his utmost for his section, and the spectators doing their share 
vocally. Points were awarded on the basis of three to the winning 
team, two to the second, and one to the third.
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The Green section, bottom in both the cross-country champion
ships, and in the athletic sports proper, surprised everybody by 
winning all three 100 yards races. Then came the turn of the 
Yellow section to win all the 220 yards. Meanwhile, however, the 
other two sections were picking up points, so at the close there were 
but four points separating all four sections.

RESULTS:
100 yds. (under 12): 1, Green; 2, B lue; 3, Yellow.
100 yds. (12—13) : 1, Green; 2, Yellow; 3, Red.
100 yds. (14—15): 1, Green; 2, Yellow; 3, Red.
220 yds. (under 12): 1, Yellow; 2, Green; 3, Red.
220 yds. (12—13): 1, Yellow; 2, Red; 3, Blue.
220 yds. (14—15): 1, Yellow; 2, Blue; 3, Red.
440 yds. (12—13): 1, B lue; 2, R ed; 3, Yellow.
440 yds. (14-15) : 1, Red; 2, B lue; 3, Green.

FINAL POINTS.
1, Yellow, 14; 2, Green, 12, and Red, 12; 4, Blue, 10.

The Flat Lands
Last term M r. Editor reminded us that it was time to get to 

work. Moreover, he hinted that the world was waiting for a man 
of genius to parody “ The Waste Lands” ; he suggested, too, that 
I should re-read that work during the holidays, on the chance that 
it might goad me into the requisite state of ire.

And so with the book in my bag I travelled many miles to the 
S.E. I saw my first swallow, and I heard my first cuckoo. It 
was Spring, whose motto is “ Fertility.” Then I took this same 
book from my bag one evening, and went into the garden to read 
it. Out there Spring chanted her lyric motto; there was “ the 
apple-tree, the singing, and the gold” ; and there was I constrained 
to stumble Childe Roland-wise through the arid wilderness of 
M r. Eliot’s imagination. But the next morning I thought “ Enough 
of these wretched Waste Lands; they are barren and wearisome, 
and I will no longer waste my time among them, while around me 
are these great Flat Lands, teeming with such splendid life.” So 
I threw down my book, and went out to the Fens.
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Do not imagine that these Fens are regions of trackless bog, 
haunted by shades of Hereward and W ill o’ the Wisp. Such fen 
there is at Wicken, but my Flat Lands are truly agricultural, 
drained and tamed by the twin Bedford rivers. As you rush 
through them in the train, going to Cambridge or St. Ives, they are 
uninteresting enough, but walk, as I did that morning, for miles 
along the broken-rutted “ droves,” and they begin to reveal new 
things. As, lying full length in long grass, you see at first a strange 
jungle world devoid of life, and then, the eyes growing accustomed 
to its interlacing blades, a thousand signs of life appear, a beetle 
crawls, a cricket stirs, those dim, green depths seem pregnant with 
unseen activity: so, in this strange, wide world, at first so bare, 
it is not long before every ditch and every cornfield is busily alive. 
Such princely dragon-flies hover there! Such a gay ballet of 
Brimstone-yellow, peacock-winged, and white, all following their 
leader, the lovely Painted L ady! Such sweet-throated joy among 
the larks! Such merry bickerings among the robins and wrens! 
Such profusion everywhere!

Of hill scenery, of course, there is none. In “ Modern 
Painters ” we read :—“This, then, is the first grand principle of the 
truth of the earth. The spirit of the hill is action; that of the 
lowlands repose . . .”

The Fens, then, are in repose—or so I believed at first. I t 
was not until I stood on my head that I discovered otherwise-—such 
solitude lends itself well to that Chestertonian trick. W hat though 
a mountain should say for the Earth, “ I am great and strong” ? 
The fen-land clouds can say more. As (on my head) I watched 
them crowding in golden billows above the rim of a perfect circle 
that was the horizon, I became aware of circumambient space; of 
our world hung spinning in this cosmic dome with cloud-wraiths 
floating softly around it. This flat plain dipping far away to curve 
with the curving sky was the earth, not pettily defiant in its uncouth 
ruggedness, but spherical, and in perfect harmony with the sweeping 
universe. So I, miles from anywhere, hanging ludicrous and sloth
like on a broken fence peered between my legs at our great humming 
dynamo of a world.

But for lack of space I could tell you more of these Flat Lands. 
I could tell of my buggy-ride through their grey, rain-filled 
emptiness. I could tell of Ely and her queenly Lantern and kingly 
West Tower; and of the rooks which caw around her turrets—- 
Capek says that he thought them “ the souls of departed sacristans.” 
I could say much of Cherry Hill, and Cherryhinton; of Cambridge, 
loveliest of spring-time towns. But I must and will tell you that 
I have peeled willows on the banks of O l’ ’Unnerfoot. I felt
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antique and East-Anglicised by the mere performing of that age-old 
industry. I t was there, also that I learnt of many precious words; 
of “ frem ” and “ dag,” and “ toible” ; of “ bewst ” and “ bawm- 
slare.” M y tongue danced there to such joyous sounds as 
“ shooligay,” “ chimble ” and “ paigle,” and twisted to the gargoyle 
shapes of “ gotch ” and “ horkey.” Best of all, could M r. Waste 
Lands rival, could M r. Lawson, our dear Bradley, could the great 
Skeat himself interpret the rustic gentleman who said “ U n’s bubber 
otch on the sosh” ?

K.V.B.

Literary and Debating Society
(Senior Section).

President: The Head Master.
Chairman: M r. R. Gill.
Secretary: T . H. Knighton.
Committee: K. V. Bailey, A. J. Green, H . T . Scothorne.

Since the last issue of The Centaur the Society has experienced 
a period of strenuous activity which has tried the enthusiasm 
perhaps of some of our most zealous supporters. Yet throughout the 
season the attendance has remained constant and large.

Inter-School D ebates.
A new and desirable precedent was set when on December 2nd 

the Society held the first of a long line (we hope) of its inter-school 
debates. Judging by externals this should have been one of the 
most successful of our meetings; the motion “ T hat Co-education 
is prejudicial to the Interests of Society ” was interesting and 
provocative, and was opposed by West Bridgford, a mixed school. 
Actually it was somewhat gloomy and formal, remarkable only for 
the ponderous and authoritative manner in which matrimonial 
problems were tackled. Although Miss Rankin, one of our visitors, 
gave a most convincing address for West Bridgford, the School 
won the debate by fourteen votes. The Autumn term came to an 
end with a reproduction of the Bardell v. Pickwick Trial Scene 
before the whole school. M r. Twelvetrees’ beery impersonation 
of Old Weller was perhaps the funniest part of the performance.

After the Christmas vacation, during which, we presume, our 
members recuperated like Sir Toby Belch upon floods of sack, 
shoals of pickled herrings, and other Yuletide fare, the House
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reassembled at one of its customary opening impromptu debates. 
It was an encouraging and lively meeting. M r. Bailey carried 
away first honours with an admirable defence of the subject “ T hat 
the Press ruins Sport,” while M r. Porter, after entertaining the 
House with a sample of his demagogic oratory, took second place.

The Society made history the following week when it held the 
first of its political debates— “ T hat this House has complete con
fidence in the National Government.” The warmth with which 
many of our potential politicians threw themselves into the fight 
showed that the fires of enthusiasm which the School mock election 
had kindled were still smouldering. The motion was defeated by 
ten votes.

A short interval elapsed during which three praiseworthy 
papers were given on “ Wagner,” “ Samuel Pepys ” and “ The 
T ru th  about Russia.” Then came the second of our inter-school 
debates—this time with High Pavement. I t  was a pity that a 
more explicitly worded subject had not been chosen since the 
motion “ T hat the indolent man is essential to the welfare of the 
world ” became the source of an interminable wrangle as to the 
meaning of indolence. M r. Twelvetrees maintained that all 
thought as well as all manual exertion was work, but, as M r. Evans 
pointed out in a masterly speech for High Pavement, the only 
indolent person by this definition would be a corpse. Yet even 
M r. Evans, though he and M r. Kerslake won the debate for High 
Pavement, did not present a really satisfactory solution. And when 
the Chairman also confessed himself incompetent to settle the issue 
impartially, the House, too indolent to work out its own definition, 
had to remain satisfied with half-truths.

The final meeting of the season was left almost entirely to the 
younger members, the programme consisting of a debate on the 
motion “ That England is overpopulated.” For the first half of the 
debate the House had some difficulty groping its way through 
masses of statistics produced by the speakers : during the second 
it had still greater difficulty connecting a eulogy of the “.Co-op.” 
and a topographical survey of the Yorkshire Moors with the actual 
subject in hand. Otherwise the debate was remarkable for a keen
ness and freshness of spirit among the junior members, and if their 
enthusiasm on this occasion is in any way indicative of the quality 
of next season’s meetings the older members need have no qualms 
with regard to the Society’s future.

T .H .K .
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(Junior Section).

President: The Head Master.
Chairman: M r. W . G. Lawson.
Committee: K. R. Humphreys, J. Martindale.

Since its last notes in the Magazine the Society has been 
deprived of the valued services of its Secretary, J. Anderson, and
J. C. Stokes, a member of the Committee, who have left the district. 
The Society thanks them heartily for their enthusiasm and for the 
work that they so willingly put into their duties. W ith them they 
bear the good wishes of all the members of this branch of the 
Society.

Here is a list of the Society’s activities during the latter half 
of the 1932-33 Session :—

Reading : “ Campbell of Kilmohr.”

D ebate: “ That Cycling is to be preferred to, and is more 
advantageous than, walking.

Talks : “ Some Old Books M r. R. Gill.
“ Sir W alter Scott " - M r .  W . Bailey.
“ Oxford M r. T . O. Balk.

Parliamentary D ebate: “ T hat Schools should be run without 
Schoolmasters.”

Mock Trial.

All the meetings have been well attended—about sixty 
members having their names in the official Minute Book record; 
but for the last meeting of the Session the accommodation of the 
Lecture Room was strained to its utmost.

The first debate was marked by the close rivalry between these 
two forms of exercise as indicated by the voting, for the Chairman 
found it necessary to give a casting vote against the motion. W it 
and humour prevailed throughout the discussion; there was much 
to talk about, and both M r. Tilley and M r. C. W . Allen acquitted 
themselves well as Proposer and Opposer respectively.

M r. Bailey ought to be congratulated on his thoroughly well- 
thought-out paper which he read at the next meeting. His talk 
evinced considerable first-hand knowledge of several of Scott’s 
novels; this was a pleasing feature in these days when Scott’s books 
are not the schoolboy’s all-in-all.
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T hat M r. Gill had made his topic grip his audience was amply 
proved, when, after the meeting, he was besieged by onlookers, who, 
in addition to seeing M r. G ill’s copies of old books, wished to 
handle them for themselves. Since this meeting members' have 
brought along some of their old books for inspection.

I t  is believed that the Society never knew how beautiful Oxford 
is made by its colleges until M r. Balk gave his illustrated lecture. 
Certain it is that the history of the University had never been so 
clearly outlined, nor had its activities been made so real, to our 
members. We are now quite aware of the duties of Proctors and 
of the tenacity of Bull Dogs.

The Parliamentary Debate proved to be a lively affair: the 
vagueness of replies to questions, the elements of rivalry leading to 
interruptions, the banter between at least two stalwart opponents, 
even the crossing of the floor by one staunch independent, were all 
in true traditional style!

W ithout doubt, the most attractive of all meetings, if 
attendance is the criterion to go by, was the Mock Trial. I t  was a 
most realistic Trial. At times there was definite tension in court, 
at others almost riotous fun, until His Lordship had the Court 
called to order. The twelve good men and true did their duty well 
—at least the defendant thought so for they returned him “ Not 
Guilty ” ; they took most conscientious notes of the proceedings, 
which, we believe, were considerably clarified by the Judge’s sum
ming up. The witnesses are to be congratulated, especially “ Jack 
Straw ” who turned out to be an admirable “ difficult witness.” 
Much of the success of the trial was due to “ Judge Strictly’s ” able 
handling of the case at the end of which he found himself in the 
happy position of being able to congratulate all those who had 
taken part.

It is hoped that the blend of pity and terror experienced by 
those who attended the T rial will induce them to keep the “ windy 
side o’ the law,” so that His Lordship will have no occasion to pass 
severe sentence upon any unfortunate misdoer.

The Committee wishes to thank all members— Staff and boys— 
for their continued support.

Let DAN and W IL L  turn in their wormy beds;
How should old crowns S IT W E L L  on greater heads?

K.V.B.
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Lux Lunae
The moon swam gradually over the peak of Mass Tor 

throwing the old farm of Hamcote into a desolation of sharp out
lines and jutting shadows. Away to the left, the black mass of 
Spiney woods loomed and the slender white road meandered genially 
into its very core. Not a sound could be heard save the harsh purr 
of a nightjar on nocturnal wing, when a shadow moved stealthily 
across the moonlit patch behind the dairy. The next instant the 
air was riven by the raucous screech of frightened fowls. A bulky 
white-clad form wearing an old stocking nightcap and armed with 
a ponderous old blunderbuss appeared at the window. W ith a cry 
of “ D rat the varmint,” he raised the ancient weapon to his shoulder 
as a light form flitted again across the moonlit patch bearing some
thing limp and white over its shoulder. At this convenient moment 
the moon discreetly hid her face behind a passing cloud, and all was 
black once more.

The flames from his fire lit up the primeval Australian bush 
around him as the “ sundowner ” puffed slowly at an ancient, 
begrimed “cutty.” Looking up at the placid face of the full moon 
gliding overhead he reflected that the same orb would be drifting 
in the self-same way over the old farm at home, with the Spiney 
woods, swarming with rooks, too, in the background. “It was just 
such a night as this,” he mused, “ when the old boy threw me out 
to fend for myself. All on account of that flattering young 
hypocritical brother of mine.” He rose, and, stretching out his 
hand, took hold of a stick from the pile he had collected. Swiftly 
with a curse he drew back his hand to his mouth whilst a lithe 
black snake slid from the pile into the bush. In the moonlight the 
tramp’s face twitched rapidly as spasms shot up his arm. So he 
stood for fully three minutes as in a reverie. Then almost dreamily 
he endeavoured to tie a length of cord round the elbow of his 
swelling arm. His legs suddenly gave way and noisily with an 
almost ridiculous jerk he crashed into his fire, sending embers flying 
and upsetting his boiling “ billy.” The smouldering fuel touched 
the undergrowth for an instant and the dried tinder flared up 
spreading in all directions. Five minutes later a blazing inferno 
half-a-square mile in area resulted, hiding the moon’s face with 
its acrid incense.

* * * * *

A wild chanting, proceeding from the native kraal behind the 
thorn boma, swept trimphantly over the moonlit veldt. T o the 
accompaniment of war drums, a line of bony giants swayed 
rhythmically to and fro, round the roaring flames of a huge fire in
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the centre. Roughly twenty yards from the fire, lighted dimly by 
the flickering light, was a post, to which was attached a creature 
that had once been human. W ith rolling eyes and thirst-blackened 
lips he unconsciously swayed with the beat of the drums. The light 
of the moon fell upon his bruised face and, slowly, darts of memory 
pushed their way through his half-crazed brain. I t was that moon 
that had seen his brother W ill forcibly ejected from the old farm 
by his father whom he himself had goaded on by cunning lies. T hat 
moon also had seen him flee from Hamcote for fear he should be 
found out. T hat same moon was now at his trial, judging him, 
mocking him. Why? he asked himself. W hy? A sudden fit of 
rage shook him and he screamed defiance at its jeering face.

The dancing negroes now changed the rhythm of their paean, 
whirling round in frenzied circles, and brandishing assegais. A 
click and a sliver of steel quivered madly in the post an inch from 
the tortured man’s ear. He regarded it with crazy eyes and burst 
into a roar of demoniacal laughter as another spear flashed at him, 
followed by another and another. But a passing cloud hid the face 
of the moon and she saw no more.

J.A.R. (IVa).

Mellish Society
President: The Head Master.
Chairman: M r. S. Marshall.
Secretary: C. R. Vann.
Committee: M r. J. C. E. Wren, M r. H . Collinson, 

A. J. Green, O. Newbery.

Since the last issue of the magazine, the assistant secretary, 
J . R. Green has left us, and we wish him every success in his 
career.

The first meeting of the Christmas holidays was held on 
Monday, January 2nd. After leaving the tram tracks, a party of 
nine, led by M r. Marshall, enjoyed a day’s cycling round Chats- 
worth, Baslow and Monsal Head. On the return journey one or 
two misfortunes occurred, one member developing a stiff leg, 
another a puncture, whilst a third found his way into the hedge- 
bottom when his cape blew over his face.
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A  large number went to Bestwood on Wednesday, January 
4th, in the hope of visiting the underground workings of the colliery. 
Only thirteeen, however, were allowed to accompany the Head 
Master and the under-manager down the shaft. Every part of the 
mine was visited. Although everything is mechanically hauled, we 
were surprised to see a number of ponies in well-cleaned stables. 
The party was conducted to the coal face where the coal cutter was 
inspected. The conveyors and express cage were also visited. The 
members who participated in the meal provided by the management 
voted Bestwood Coal and Iron Company to be the best for delivery 
(of meals) in Nottingham.

On the following Friday a tour of the Dukeries was made. 
A party, again led by M r. Marshall, visited Rufford Abbey, 
Edwinstowe, Sherwood Forest and Budly.

The first indoor meeting of the Easter term was held on 
January 16th when several masters and about thirty boys heard 
M r. Marshall’s talk on “ Cycling and Lightweight Camping.” 
After pointing out that it was impossible to see the country properly 
from a car, travelling at 50 m.p.h. and taking the bends at a modest 
45 m.p.h., M r. Marshall mentioned some of the advantages of 
lightweight camping and cycling, giving some useful hints on the 
type of equipment one should obtain. After inspecting M r. 
Marshall’s kit, many members were inspired to think seriously of 
obtaining similar equipment.

The outstanding features of M r. Collinson’s talk on the 
“ Architecture of Northern France,” given on February 16th, were 
the lantern slides of Beauvais Cathedral which revealed the 
tremendous height of the building. The meeting was well attended 
and proved useful in giving some idea of the differences between 
English and Continental architecture.

As February 27th was half-term, the “ Wireless T a lk ” was 
replaced by a trip to the L.M .S. works at Derby. About 20 
members were present; this was a very good company considering 
that there had been a heavy snowfall which had rendered travelling 
difficult. The party spent two or three hours in the sheds, inspecting 
the dismantled engines. There were no new engines being erected, 
but this did not make the visit any the less interesting.

The weather was ideal for the cycle run to Belvoir Castle on 
March 11th. The party, led by M r. Collinson, covered a distance 
of about 80 miles and proved successful in losing one member who 
went in search of refreshments.
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For the Easter Holidays a full programme was arranged. The 
first meeting, a visit to the Colwick Engine Sheds, took place on 
Tuesday, April 11th, when three parties were formed and taken 
round the sheds by officials of the Company. The cleaning sheds, 
minor repair departments, boiler cleaning and cooling plants were 
visited. Many members showed delight in being allowed to inspect 
the cabs of the different types of locomotives, many of which were 
still under steam. Many interesting questions were asked, and when 
the parties finally dispersed each member felt he had obtained much 
railway knowledge from the visit.

On Wednesday, April 19th, the President, M r. Balk, led the 
party which toured the little-visited area of South Derbyshire. After 
visiting Castle Donnington and Melbourne, the party went to 
Repton where the Saxon crypt proved very interesting.

i On Friday, April 21st, a small party in charge of M r. Marshall 
visited the Duke of Devonshire’s estate. On the return journey a 
halt was made to discuss a suggested cycle tour of the Lake District 
during the midsummer holidays.

The last run of the holidays proved to be the hit of the pro
gramme. On a fine day, Thursday, April 26th, a party of five 
covered about 100 miles. The route lay through Derby, Warbury, 
along the high Ipstone Edge, down into the Dove valley to Alton. 
The return journey was made amid the magnificent scenery of the 
Dove Valley and the T rent Valley. One member, starting five 
minutes later than the main party, was unfortunate in never locating 
them until he reached the starting point again, exactly twelve hours 
la te r!

A number of cycle runs have been arranged for this term. I t 
is hoped that as many members as possible will attend so that the 
society may continue to be a success.

(The Committee wishes to thank the officials of the railway 
companies and the management of the Bestwood Colliery who made 
the visits possible and enjoyable).

C.R.V.

Spring Morning
When sunshine eddies with the shadowed cloud 
Across wide turfy stretches in the park,
And nurse-maids promenade a glossy crowd 
Of perambucots; when white-rigged yachts embark 
On perilous journeys in the choppy pool,
O r tug impetuously at their strings;
Then I with book in hand search out a cool 
And shady bench where I may watch these things.

K.V.B.
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Rugby 1932-1933
I t is pleasing to record at the end of the Rugby Season that 

the School XV has defeated this year every school with which we 
have fixtures, with the exception of the Nottingham High School 
“A” XV. It must be remembered, however, that in at least two 
cases, our opponents have not been able to field fifteens as strong 
as usual, but it can still be said that the football of our First XV 
has been of a higher quality than that of previous years. The 
forwards have played well together and have given the backs many 
opportunities of opening out the game, and, when these have been 
rightly used, much interesting play has been seen. Weaknesses, of 
course, still remain. The tackling of all save one or two is not of 
a high standard; the tendency to go for the neck rather than the 
knees is still evident. In the back division, passes are not timed 
accurately enough to allow the next man to make full use of the 
ball, and there is still the bad habit of diagonal running. These 
faults must be remedied. When they are, we shall see Rugby of a 
more interesting and worthy type, for there is sound material in 
the School.

During the Christmas Holidays a team of Nottingham Public 
and Secondary School boys was organised to play against various 
local sides and against similar teams in other Counties. The School 
was represented by Burton, Nuttall, Newbery and Vann. Burton 
played in most of the matches and gave such a good display at 
scrum half that he was awarded his County Colours.

School XV G am es.
N E W A R K  MAGNUS SCH OOL .  September 24th (A).

Lack of practice was evident in this game, but the exchanges 
were keen, and some of the School movements gave promise of better 
football later on. The forwards played well and had a good share 
of the play in the tight scrums. Tries were scored by Gee, Burton 
and Nuttall. Draw 9—9.
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C H E S T E R F I E L D  GRA MMA R SCHOOL.  September 28th (A).
The pack in this game were outweighted and did not realise that, 

under such conditions, they should rely on their speed and footwork. 
They did not work well together in the loose. Even so, the School 
had more of the game than the score suggests, and the match served 
to show clearly the weaknesses of the School team. Aram scored a 
try, which was converted by Nuttall. Lost 5—41.

W E S T W E L L I A N S  “A.” October 1st (H).
This was a disappointing game. Its character is shown by the 

fact that, out of six tries scored by the School, five were obtained 
by forwards. The School back division failed to produce any com
bined attacking movements and the game resolved itself into a series 
of forward rushes. Tries were scored by Hall (2), Gee, Petch, Vann 
and Nuttall, and four of these were converted by Nuttall. Won 26—0.

A L D E R M A N  N E W T O N ’S SCHOOL,  L E I C E S T E R .  October 8th (A).
For the first part of the first half the game was evenly contested, 

both sets of halves repeatedly opening out the play, while the backs 
indulged in bouts of passing without being able to finish off their 
movements effectively. The School three-quarters showed a better 
understanding than they had done in previous matches, but during the 
remainder of the game their opponents showed that they possessed 
just sufficiently superior combination to enable them to break through 
the School defence three times. Although they were beaten, the 
School team, in all departments, gave promise of better football.

Lost 0—9.

HI GH P A V E M E N T  SCHOOL.  October 12th (H).
The improvement in the School’s play was maintained and right 

from the beginning of the game the halves and three-quarters threw 
the ball about in pleasing style. The score would have been greater 
if the School three-quarters had not run across the field, endeavouring 
to get round the opposition, before passing the ball. This weakness 
is apparent far too often and it must be eradicated before the School 
can claim to be playing really sound Rugby. Even so, the play of the 
School in this match was good and the forwards provided many 
opportunities for the backs to develop their movements. Tries were 
scored by Newbery, Nuttall, Gee, Vann, Scothorne, Aram and White- 
head, one being converted by Nuttall. Won 23—0.

OL D N O T T I N G H A M I A N S  “ B.” October 15th (H).
This was a match in which the attacking machinery of the School 

could not function smoothly. No doubt, the greater weight of the 
opponents accounted for this, and the game failed to produce much 
constructive back play on either side. The visitors were quick on the ball 
and the School seemed unable to get it away with sufficient speed. 
Consequently the forwards controlled the game, which was only of 
moderate quality. Lost 0—3.
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N E W A R K  MAGNUS SCH OOL .  October 19th (H).
The School began this match as if they were going to pile up a 

big score. The ball came quickly from the scrums, and halves and 
three-quarters ran hard and straight, with the result that the Seliool 
was soon eight points up. Then, for some reason, the habit of running 
diagonally reappeared and many scoring chances were lost. Weak
nesses in the defence of our opponents, rather than good play by the 
School, accounted for the other points, so that, although the whole 
team played hard, much of its effort was wasted by this unintelligent 
running. Tries were scored by Burton, Nuttall, Brown and White- 
head, Nuttall converting one. Won 16—3.

E R N E S T  B AI L EY SCH OOL ,  MATLOCK.  November 2nd (A).
For the first time the School team had to play on a really heavy 

ground and could not quite adapt itself to the conditions. A good 
passing movement in the first few minutes resulted in a try by Brown. 
This turned out to be the best piece of football in the whole match 
for passes were dropped frequently, and hard, straight running was 
seldom seen. The forwards played energetically, but their play from 
the line-outs was ragged and uncertain, while the packing in the 
loose scrums was haphazard. Tries were scored by Brown and 
Keeling. Won 6—3.

OL D BOYS.  November 5th (H).
As is usual, the Old Boys’ game was played with great keenness; 

in fact over-keenness prevented the football from reaching more than 
a moderate standard. Both sets of forwards played hard and gave 
their backs a full share of the ball, but handling was uncertain and 
hard tackling was sufficient to prevent much scoring. Until the last 
minute of the game the score was three points all, when a drop goal
gave the School a victory whicli was, perhaps, scarcely deserved.
A try was scored by Mr. Burnham, who also dropped a goal.

Won 7—3.

OL D P A VI O R S  “ A.”  November 12th (H).
This was a very scrappy game in whicli the School three-quarters 

did practically no attacking. Playing against a heavier pack, the 
School forwards tried hard but could not control their loose rushes 
well enough to enable them to cross their opponents’ line. A wet 
ball was responsible for poor handling and the football was never 
interesting nor of a high standard. Lost 0—3.

U N I V E R S I T Y  C O L L E G E  “ A.” November 16th ( H) .
In this game four masters played as three-quarters, and boys 

filled the other positions. From the start, the School forwards showed 
a liveliness and energy which proved too much for their heavier 
opponents, and, since the School halves were definitely out to give 
their three-quarters the ball, the game produced some really good 
football. Burton played particularly well at the scrum and Nuttall 
ran very hard. All the forwards worked well and the goal kicking 
of Mr. Newitf was outstanding. Tries were scored by Mr. White (2), 
Burton (2), Nuttall (2), and Petch, and Mr. Newitt kicked five goals.

Won 31—5.
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HI GH P A V E M E N T  SCHOOL.  November 30th (A.)
Heavy rain rendered good football impossible and the game was 

chiefly a forward scramble. The School forwards played bard but 
did not realise the importance of keeping the ball at their feet under 
such conditions. A try, scored by High Pavement, in the last minutes 
brought about a School defeat, which, in view of the result of the 
home game against the same opponents, was unexpected. Newbery 
scored the School’s try. Lost 3—6.

H IG H  S C H OO L  “ A "  XV.  December 8th (H.)
The School were unfortunate in losing Brown, who had to retire 

after quarter of an hour’s play. The game produced some interesting 
football, but this was provided more by the opponents than by the 
School, who did not show sufficient determination in running for the 
line. One good round of passing resulted in a try by Jordan but after 
that the School was forced to play defensive football and towards the 
end the greater experience of the visitors enabled them to run up a 
good score. Lost 3—18.

N E W A R K  T O W N  “ A." December 10th (H).
As their opponents were much heavier, the School found difficulty 

in getting attacking movements started, although the whole team 
played with vigour and quite held its own for a time. The opposing 
three-quarters, however, were speedy and eventually they were able 
to break through the School defence on several occasions. Again the 
School forwards worked hard and showed up well against a heavy 
pack. The School try was scored by Newbery. Lost 3—18.
OLD P A V I O R S  “ A.” February 4th (A).

A very strong wind, blowing down the pitch, made combined 
three-quarter movements difficult, but the School halves worked hard 
to open out the game. Kicking with the wind in the first half, the 
School made good use of touch and the forwards held a pack which 
was again heavier than their own. In the second half three-quarter 
play was less evident but the game produced a fine forward battle 
in which the School pack played better than ever before; it held its 
opponents in the tight scrum and, by loose rushes, gained ground 
sufficiently to enable the backs to obtain the necessary tries. These 
were scored by Nuttall, Carpenter and Vann, Mr. Burnham converting
two. Won 13—8.

U N I V E R S I T Y  C O L L E G E  “ A." February 15th (H).
The opposition was stronger than in the first match against the 

College but the School played a good game, and the result was 
probably more creditable than the previous one. The forwards 
repeatedly sent the ball back and the strong running of Mr. White 
and Nuttall and the sound display by Burton proved too much for 
the College defence. Some of the best football of the season was seen 
in this match. Tries were scored by Mr. Bevill, Mr. White (2), 
Nuttall (2), and Burton, Mr. Burnham (2) and Nuttall converting 
tries. Won 24—5.
A L D E R M A N  N E W T O N ’S SCHOOL,  L E I C E S T E R .  ... Feb. 18tli (H).

The game was played in a snow-storm and anything but forward 
play was impossible. The School forwards adapted themselves well 
to the conditions on this occasion, and thus the School gained its 
first victory over the Leicester .team. Tries were scored by Burton, 
Nuttall and Vann, Nuttall converting one. Won 11—5.
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OLD N O T T I N G H A M I A N S  “ B.”  March 11th (A).
The School forwards had the ball quite as much as their 

opponents, but the School three-quarters saw it seldom. Nuttall tried 
to run too far before passing, and so the attacking movements either 
broke down or were too cramped to develop. In the second half the 
ball sometimes came to the three-quarters, and on two of these 
occasions tries were scored. The forwards played well and deserved 
to be on the winning side. Tries were scored by Mr. Burnham and 
Dexter, Mr. Newltt converting both. Lost 10—11.
C H E S T E R F I E L D  GR A MMA R  SCHOOL.  March 18th ( H) .

This was the most interesting and exciting game seen on the 
School ground during the season. Both sets of backs threw the ball 
about at good speed and the play travelled rapidly from end to end 
of the held, but both defences were steady and the result was in 
doubt until the final whistle. Burton was injured early in the second 
half, and this proved a great handicap to the School backs. The 
team played hard to the end, however, and won a creditable victory. 
Tries were scored by Burton, Nuttall, Vann and O. Brown, Nuttall 
converting one. Won 14—10.
E R N E S T  BAI LE Y SCHOOL,  MATLOCK.  March 22nd (H).

Against a side that was not strong, the School had an opportunity 
to develop strong attacking movements, and it was pleasing to note 
that, out of eight tries, six were scored by the backs. The forwards 
played well together and frequently sent the ball to the three-quarters, 
who ran strongly and with intelligence. In the absence of Burton, 
Petch did well at scrum half, and Carpenter and Nuttall both ran 
well. Tries were scored by Carpenter (2), Brown (2), S'cothorne, 
Morris and Newbery, Nuttall converting three. Won 30—0.

1st X V  N otes.
*tBURTON (Captain: Scrum Half). His desire to learn the liner 

points of the game has resulted in a standard of play which is 
most creditable. His hard and unsparing efforts have always 
been a source of inspiration to the team and if he continues to 
develop as he promises to do, he should gain a place in high 
class Rugby.

*tVANN (Vice-Captain: Forward). He has hooked with success and 
has always been prominent in loose rushes. He has invariably 
played hard until the end of the game.

SHALL (Full Back). Although not as speedy as a full back should 
be, he has shown a safe pair of hands and his kicking had 
become good by the second half of the season. He must try to 
take the ball before it bounces.

JjBROWN (Wing Three-quarter). He has not yet sufficient insight 
into the game to be able to act as quickly as is necessary. He 
ibas a good turn of speed and has used it effectively on occasion. 
He must tackle low.

§CARPENTER (Centre Three-quarter). The most improved of the 
backs, he has discovered that he has speed and thrust. With 
careful practice in handling, and greater experience, he should 
make a sound player.

§MORRIS (Centre Three-quarter). He has a good cut through and 
he tackles well, but his handling and timing of passes have not 
Improved as was expected. Yet, he can still make a good three- 
quarter.
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CLARKE, G. H. (Wing Three-quarter). His form is variable. On 
occasions he has run well and straight but at other times his 
handling and tackling have been weak.

*tNUTTALL (Stand-off Half). A strong player who runs well and 
tackles really hard. His difficulty is in the timing of his passes. 
Combining well with Burton, he has been a great source of 
strength to the side.

*fNEWBERY (Forward). He has continued to improve and has often 
led the pack with success. He needs greater experience and a 
careful study of the forwards’ many duties. He has made a good 
wing forward.

JPETCH (Forward). A fine forward who plays intelligently always. 
He possesses that happy intuition which enables him to anticipate 
the next move of the game, and his efforts never relax.

§GEE (Forward). His height is of great use in the line-out and he 
is always there to do his work in the tight scrums. He could 
with advantage keep up more with the ball in the loose.

§KEELING (Forward). An improved player, who is always up with 
the ball. He uses his feet w ell; his tackling could be improved.

§SCOTHORNE (Forward). He lacks experience but has played some 
sound games. He must try to keep up with the play all the time

DEXTER (Forward). He needs more playing experience and a 
careful study of the game. He has played hard and has often 
succeeded in coming away with the ball at his feet.

BATES (Forward). A hard player, who is ready to take plenty of 
knocks, he has used his height well. He must try to follow the 
ball more carefully in the tight and so be ready to anticipate 
the next move.

JORDAN (Forward). His lack of experience prevented him from 
gaining a regular place in the side, but his energy and keenness 
must eventually produce a good player, if he will take the trouble 
to study the game.
* =  Colours, 1931-2. 
t  =  Colours, 1932-3.
§ =  Half-Colours, 1932-3.
Aram, Riccomini, Day, Caldbeck, Woodhouse, B. C., and Allen, 

T. H., have also appeared for the School 1st XV. Whitehead played 
until November 5th, when he left the School.

Colts’ XV.
The Colts (under 15) XV played three matches during the 

season winning two and drawing one, while the “ Under 14 ” XV 
played eight, of which five were won and three lo st: —
“ U N D E R  1 5 ” :—
N O TT I N G H A M  HI GH SCHOOL.  October 27th (H).

Tries were scored by Morris, Petch, Williams and Brown.
Won 19—9.

C H E S T E R F I E L D  GRA MMA R SCHOOL.  November 23rd (H).
Tries were scored by Carpenter (4), Holland (3), Petch (2), 

Keeling and Brown, who converted two. Won 37—13.
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N O T T I N G H A M  HI GH SCH OOL .  February 16th (H).
Carpenter scored a try. Draw 3—3.

“ U N D E R  1 4 ” :—
HI GH P A V E M E N T  SCHOOL.  October 19th (A).

Tries were scored by Parkin, Humphreys (2), Knight, Coates and 
Walford. Holland converted three. Won 27—3.
N E W A R K  MAGNUS SCHOOL.  October 26th (A).

Parkin scored both tries, Holland converting one. Won 8—3.
HI GH P A V E M E N T  SCHOOL.  November 30th (H).

Tries were scored by Parkin and Maddock. Won 6—3.
N E W A R K  MAGNUS SCH OOL .  December 7th (H).

Coates and Bacon scored tries, Holland converting one.
Won 8—3.

N O TT I N G H A M  HI GH SCHOOL.
Holland scored two tries and converted one.

December 8th (H). 
Dost 8—12.

N O T T I N G H A M  HI GH SCH OOL .
Cree scored two tries land Poole converted one.

March 4th (A). 
Lost 8—10.

N E W A R K  MA GNU S SCHOOL.
Cree scored a try.

March 8th (A).
Lost 3—5.

C H E S T E R F I E L D  GR A MMA R  SCHOOL.  March 11th (A).
Tries were scored by Cree (2), Poole (2), Bacon (2), Parkin, 

Knight and Baulkwill. Poole converted one. Won 29—11.

Colts' N otes.
Although both the “ Under 14 ” and “ Under 15 ” Teams were 

comparatively successful, the play in certain games left much to be 
desired. The forwards started the season well, but, as time went 
on, showed an increasing disposition to rely on one or two 
individuals instead of playing as a pack. The heeling, particularly 
in the loose, was so slow that in one or two games the three- 
quarters only got the ball at all by foraging for themselves. The 
defence of the forwards, however, was excellent.

The three-quarters never really settled down, and throughout 
the season they lacked thrust and speed. Parkin started well, but 
tended later to drop his passes. Maddock improved steadily though 
he is rather slow. The half-backs were good, with Knight always 
playing a hard, if sometimes rather selfish game. Poole should do 
well, if he will only try to get his passes away sooner and harder. 
Riley at full-back was fairly safe, but his kicking is not long enough. 
The team as a whole promised far more in its first game than it 
performed later. The ability is there, but in matches it gave a 
definite impression that real drive and vigour were lacking save on 
the solitary occasion of the second half play in the home game 
against the High School. Had that enthusiasm been more often 
reproduced, there would have been nothing to complain of. In 
most games the side, instead of trying to win, seemed to be trying 
very hard not to lose. In that, it was usually successful, but such 
play does not make for good Rugger.
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A Student’s Soliloquy
T o do or not to do : that is the question :
Whether ’tis easier for boys to do
Their Maths, and Latin and be thus content,
O r to refuse to translate Julius Caesar,
And cease to study Latin. T o learn : to work :
No m ore: and by no work to mean we will 
Do naught for masters on this earthly sphere 
Unless we wish it, ’tis a Paradise 
T hat we shall ne’er enjoy. T o sleep, to play 
For e’er : to play at cricket and work not;
Of all the games of cricket we would play,
If we could rid us of all written work,
We cannot te ll : cricket’s the game 
T hat kills the misery of this dull life;
For who would bear the sums and logs, of Maths., 
And History’s dates and Physics’ formulas,
And Chem. equations and Geography’s relief,
And French and Art and impots from them all,
And Scripture once a week to cap the round,
But for the fact that often twice a week 
One can play cricket? Who would English bear 
T o  write reviews and essays every week,
But that the thought of tests in the near future— 
Examinations which we are obliged to pass,
And pass with certain honours—spurs each on 
And makes him rather stick the grind of Maths. 
Than risk a fail in the examination?
Thus scholars still acquire both French and Maths., 
And thus the Classics still are taught in schools,
And form a burden for the stupid student.
Thus cricketing becomes a distant prospect 
T o  the unfortunate whose hopes ran high,
But must return to Latin.

S.H. (IVa).

Boxing
A Satisfactory Season.

The H.M .B.C. has now almost completed its second year’s 
activities, For this present season we were most fortunate in 
procuring the services of ex-inspector Dunkerly, a distinguished 
boxer in Army and Police championships, and under his guidance
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the School’s boxing has made rapid strides. For convenience in 
instruction, the club was divided into three classes and each spent 
an enjoyable hour every week in practice bouts and exercises designed 
to develop endurance in the ring and to render the body less 
vulnerable. These were supplemented by practical demonstrations 
of various methods of attack and defence and of the finer points of 
the British amateur code.

Towards the time of the Perry Cup contest, a provisional team, 
with reserves, was selected and intensive training was carried on 
after school for three nights a week. M r. Dunkerly by his wide 
experience of competition work, enabled us to use our time to the 
best advantage.

The Perry Cup contest revealed our strong and weak points. 
Our representatives, accustomed throughout their practice to 
scientific boxing and having had no previous opportunities of 
meeting boys from other schools, were bewildered by the swinging 
blows of their opponents, and some tried like methods with varying 
success. In each bout, however, the benefits of training were evident 
in our endurance and stamina while our varied guards and 
accurately directed attacks surprised many.

In the contest with representatives of the Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School at Mansfield on Friday, 31st March, 1933, our 
trainer’s methods were amply justified. Our opponents fought 
cleanly and scientifically, but a more varied knowledge of ringcraft 
and greater staying power enabled us to win seven of the eleven 
fights.

No account of the School’s boxing would be complete without 
a sincere tribute to the unflagging efforts of our trainer. M r. 
Dunkerly took an interest in the development of each member of 
the class, placed his knowledge of training and ring-craft 
unreservedly at our disposal and gave unstintingly of his time, 
enabling us to make our mark thus early in school boxing. When 
asked to make an impartial criticism of the work of the Boxing Club 
he said that there had been a surprising all-round development in 
boxing skill and physical fitness since the commencement of the 
classes. He suggested that some might profit by adopting a more 
aggressive attitude, and that we should prepare for unscientific 
opponents by a thorough use of the elbow and shoulder guards, in 
addition to the usual defence.

I t  is to be hoped that our successes in open contests, and a 
realisation of the physical and mental benefits to be gained from 
boxing, will encourage many to join us next season. There will be 
a definite lack of seniors to fill the gaps made by those who are
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leaving at the end of the year, and to allow greater variety in 
practices and more representative choice in competitions, juniors too 
should take this opportunity of learning a sport which develops self- 
reliance and physical fitness and is in itself a great asset in life.

J.N .F.

Results.
P E R R Y  CUP C O N T E S T .  Friday, 24tli March, 1933.

1. Mundella defeated High Pavement.
2. West Bridgford lost to Henry Hellish. 
Final.—Mundella defeated Henry Hellish.

1. —Orchard, L. F. T. ..
2. —Lowe, W...............
3. —Brown, E. S.
4. —Twelvetrees, B. L. ..
5. —Holliday, D.
(1.—Brown, C...................
7. —Petch, E................
8. —Dexter, J...............
9. —Newbery, O.............

Lost to W.B. 
beat W.B. 
beat W.B. 
beat W.B. 
beat W.B. 
beat W.B. 
lost to W.B. 
beat W.B.
(H.M. walk over)

lost to M. 
beat M. 
lost to M. 
lost to M. 
lost to M. 
beat M.
(M. walk over) 
lost to M. 
lost to M.

BOXI NG C O M P E T I T I O N .  Friday, 31st March, 1933

Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School, Mansfield, v. Henry Hellish 
School.
Wei ght . Q. E . G r a m m a r  S. H. M. School. Winner .

1 Under 5 st. 7 lb. M. Barton H. Bratton H. Bratton
o „ 6 st. G. H. Dobb T. P. Attwood G. H. Dodd
3 „ 6st.71b. R. T. Renshaw L. F. T. Orchard L. F. T. Orchard
4 „ 7 st. .1. Warner W. Lowe W. Lowe
5 „ 7 st.71b. E. Leedale W. Hopklnson W. Hopkinson
li „ 8st. C. A. Richardson B. Twelvetrees C. A. Richardson
7 „ 8st.71b. D. K. Bettison D. Holliday D. K. Bettison
8 „ 9st. F. All sop C. Brown C. Brown
9 „ 10 st. F. E. Brooks .1. Dexter F. E. Brooks
1010-11 st. IT. Beastall O. Newbery 0 .  Newbery
11 Over 11 st. IT. Oliver D. Nutball D. Nuttall

The members and officials of the H.M .B.C. are glad to take 
this opportunity of expressing their thanks to the Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School for the courteous welcome extended to the team 
and those who accompanied it, and also to M r. A. R. Kelsey, Dr. 
J. R. West and Capt. W . E. McCabe for their kindness in judging 
the contests.
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Caesars Invasion of Britian
Caesar, a nasty Roman villain, conquered Britain when Aston 

Villa won the toss at Wembley.

He set out from America in a motor launch, accompanied by 
his army. Half way across the Indian Ocean the boat sprang a 
leak and sank. He and his army then began to walk the rest of 
the journey. The loss of the boat had turned his mind, and 
although he had set out on an errand of mercy he was determined 
to subdue England by distributing sweets to the surplus population. 
However, after having climbed M ount “ Have-a-Rest,” he arrived 
at Hastings where he saw the Saxon army, under Boadicea, playing 
with Harold Larwood and the M.C.C. Larwood, of course, was 
bowling bodyline theory with a Redgate marble. The Saxon army 
batted first, scoring five runs; the M.C.C. batted last, scoring five 
thousand runs (declared for no wicket), thus losing the match.

After seeing the Saxon army lose to the M.C.C., Caesar went 
to “ Madame Twoswords,” because he had broken his scabbard 
while boxing Young Stribling for the Rugby League Cup at the 
Albert Hall.

In time he visited Nottingham Castle. Here he heard the 
telephone bell ring and his wife’s shrill voice asking him if he was 
going to stay in England all day and telling him that the twins 
were crying.

R.B. (Ia).

The Truth About Russia
(From our London Correspondent).

I t has been the lot of the British Public to suffer an overdose 
of eyewash during the trial of the six British subjects arrested in 
Russia, but this magazine is now in a position to give a true and 
unbiased account of the whole affair.

The events were precisely as follows :—
Shortly before noon on April 1st, the Prime Minister received 

an agitated letter from the Ambassador in Moscow. The P.M . 
knew he was agitated before the letter was opened, because it was 
an O.H.M .S. letter with a stamp on it. So he took the letter down 
to the House immediately, and read it to the assembled members.
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The following is the disquieting news it contained : —
“ Having received warning that espionage was suspected in 

the neighbourhood of the Koutroff power station, M. Pygtroff, the 
Ogpu representative at Ostroff, decided to go and investigate. He 
is reported to have surprised an unknown man of supposed British 
origin in the neighbourhood of the Koutroff dam. I t is stated 
that he accuses the prisoner of repeatedly piercing this important 
structure with a pin, and uttering magical charms with baneful 
reference to the U.S.S.R. The prisoner, it is stated, denies uttering 
any such magic, and asserts that he was playing “ She loves me, she 
loves me not.” In reply to this devastating statement, M . Pygtroff 
produced a witness who corroborated his statement and added that 
he distinctly heard the prisoner chanting to the tune of Chopin’s 
Second Symphony. This new evidence practically ruins the 
prisoner’s case.”

Tlie House received this news in tense silence. On the Prime 
Minister’s asking for advice, the Hon. Member for Footle, in a 
speech of one hour and three-quarters, said that he agreed with the 
Prime Minister entirely. In reply, the Hon. Member for Tootle, 
amid a storm of cheers) suggested that the member for Footle 
should be offered in part exchange for the prisoner, together with 
a dozen oysters. The Hon. Member for Dootle suggested that 
each member of the House should stand up in succession, and blow’ 
his nose, as a gesture. M r. Fuddle, M .P., suggested that the export 
of all safety-razors should be stopped immediately, in order to give 
the prisoner a means of cheating Russian justice if the worst came 
to the worst. The Hon. Member for Puddle moved that all 
exports to Russia should cease, to demonstrate to what extent 
Britain was prepared to sacrifice her prosperity for an ideal. M r. 
John Smith, M .P., who opposed the motion, was at this point 
requested by the Speaker to resign his seat, and was then thrown 
out of the House. A heated discussion followed as to which 
tune of the Second Symphony was meant. The only musical 
member of the House was awakened and asked for his opinion. 
He said “ (sentence omitted.—Ed.). As a matter of fact, Chopin 
never wrote a symphony, so the whole accusation falls through.” 
At this moment, there arrived for the Prime Minister a telegram 
which stated that the prisoner w’as of Russian, not of British, origin.

A later telegram informed the House that the prisoner was 
Stalin himself.

G.H.C.
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Old Boys’ Association
This year has seen the first dance held in the School. The 

dance, supplemented by a whist drive, was both a social and financial 
success. About 190 were present, and 50 played whist. Several 
minor arrangements were not perfect, but it is hoped to improve 
these at the next function.

The Rugby Club again experienced a good season, and details 
for the coming season are given elsewhere by the Rugby Secretary.

A ramble in Derbyshire was held on Easter Saturday, and this 
looks like becoming an annual affair. A cycle ride in the Dukeries, 
on the following Saturday, was not so well attended.

Arrangements are being made for holding a camp during the 
second and third weeks in August. The district chosen is Scar
borough. An invitation is extended to all members of the O.B.A. 
and it is hoped to have an enjoyable fortnight. The actual dates 
are August 12th-26th.

The cricket match, Old Boys v. School, will take place on 
Saturday, July 29th, and parents and friends of Old Boys are 
invited to be present.

The number of members of the Association shows a slight 
increase, but this does not forbid an appeal to non-members to join 
up, especially those boys who are just leaving school. They can 
be sure of a hearty welcome, and they will have full opportunities 
of sharing in the activities of the Association.

J.N .

Our Nottingham Letter
University College,

University Park, 
Nottingham.

10/5/33.
Dear M r. Editor,

I t is midst the babble of the Common Room, peculiar to that 
‘ hour when men have completed the digestive qualities necessitated 

by Refectory dinners, that I attempt to pen this missive. Although 
the bridge fiends have wended their various ways, they have only 
yielded sway to a more vociferously argumentative group of budding 
politicians of opposing party inclinations, who with shout, uproar, 
and at intervals of several minutes, mock battles, are disturbing the 
usual peaceful atmosphere common on Wednesday afternoons—
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“ early closing day.” It sets one wondering of the many secrets 
which could be unfolded, and the tales of battle done, verbally and 
physically, were the enclosing walls able to speak, only for a while.

The last term at College. A sounding phrase which cannot 
leave one unmoved. Soon all will be over, acquaintances one has 
known will vanish, perhaps nevermore to be seen, except with the 
aid of an unlimited income, the car for travel and the hundred 
odd tourist ordnance sheets covering the breadth of England and 
Wales. Little but bare fact can ever be given in a letter, and such 
can never recompense or console for the firm handclasp, the laughing 
eyes and infectious humour of friends that one must shortly forget.

The atmosphere of last term is always one of concentration. 
A certain tenseness is in the air, a consciousness that examinations 
are not far distant, like the sultriness of the air on those terrible 
afternoons, when vision is prohibited by the shimmering waves of 
heat, while on the vague horizon hangs the dark purple cloud, 
which, mounting higher and higher on its sooty base, must soon 
bring a fortunate, and sometimes perhaps, an unfortunate relief. 
Old Boys at College are entangled. A. Rutt, C. E. Marshall, 
R. H . Purseglove and R. W . Jackson are soon to enter the Great 
Hall, take their allotted (and expensive) seats, as an introduction to 
the Gehenna of lectures—Finals! Personal experience of the path 
they are to tread bids me wish them Good L uck! and a steady nerve. 
Finals are not the bugbear we are led to believe.

Rutt visited Wenlock Edge with the last Geographical Camp 
and we hear that he had a very good time combining an optimum 
of work with a maximum of pleasure. The effects have not worn 
away yet, despite the burden of toil he is manfully endeavouring 
to shoulder. He still has that cheerful and careless spirit with him, 
which is perhaps best seen to sparkle during the dinner bridge party.

The new men at College, Wilson, Chapman, Hamby and Co. 
have readily adapted themselves to the resident atmosphere, and 
have quickly found their feet. Chapman, in particular, acts as 
though he has been “ at home ” several years and his fair form can 
most easily be found in Refec. He has also adopted a military 
swagger and speech, consequent upon his enrolment in the O .T.C. 
A military man, my brothers!

As a whole, the Old Boys mix well and enjoy College activities. 
Who constantly interrupted Saklatvala’s speech? Nevertheless at 
9.10 and 1.15 a small and select group of Mellishians can always 
be seen (and heard !) discussing the latest tit-bits of news and gossip 
until lectures bid them dismiss.
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This year and the next will see the dispersal of most of the 
really old Old Boys—the first who entered Nottingham after the 
opening of the School—but those who follow, we hope will as 
ably consolidate the standard of progress and attainment, which, I 
think, those who broke new ground have planted deeply, firmly 
and well.

Yours sincerely,
T . H. COOK.

Old Boys’ Rugger
As far as actual figures go, the season’s record appears a 

mediocre one. Eighteen matches have been played—seven won, 
ten lost and one drawn. Considering, however, that the fixtures 
have been carried through with approximately only eighteen playing 
members the results are very promising.

W e have won matches against Ilkeston “ A,” Boots’ “A,” and 
Notts. “ B,” the last two being “ doubles.” In turn we have been 
defeated by Blackwell, Southwell, Old Notts. “B ” and West- 
wellians. In the two matches against the School the honours have 
been even; incidentally the second match was our first win against 
the School. Owing to the frost in January, matches with Blackwell 
and Ilkeston were unfortunately cancelled.

The Old Boys owe a great deal to Messrs. Burnham, White 
and Newitt who have played some rousing games for us during the 
season and have also helped us on with their advice and encourage
ment. The club is now definitely established in Nottingham and 
a good fixture list is promised for the 1933-4 season.

W ith regard to next season, here is an important announce
ment. A General Rugger Meeting will be held in School on 
Saturday, July 8th, at 6 o’clock. The Committee is anxious that 
all Old Boys and boys leaving School this year should attend this 
meeting. Several important matters have to be discussed.

W e want your support and suggestions.
J.B.

Envoi
The Editor desires to state emphatically that in no circumstances 

will a set of the Complete Works of Dickens (Full Calf, gilt tool, 
gilt top) be given to the first reader who claims to have read this 
number of The Centaur from cover to cover.
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Bargains for School & Holiday Wear
OUR SALE COMMENCES ON

Saturday, July 1st, 1933
We give below a few of the 
numerous bargains in our BOYS’ 
DEPARTMENT.

12/6 JACKET & SHORTS
in Grey Flannel.

4 / 6  EXTRA SHORTS.

2 1 / .  JACKET & TROUSERS 
in Grey Flannel.

9 / 6  EXTRA TROUSERS.

2 1 / .  RUGBY SUITS 
in Grey Tweed.

32 /6  t r o u s e r  s u it

in Grey Tweed.BOYS’ RAINCOAT 
in Navy Gabardine.

G uaranteed Proof 
and F ast Colour. 

All sizes one price. 
21/-.

ALL SIZES ONE PRICE.

B O Y S ’ W E A R  D E P A R T M E N T  : G RO UND FLO O R .



Tel.  41971

Consulting,
Dispensing

and
Manufacturing
Opticians,

30, WHEELER GATE, NOTTINGHAM.

Unsplinterable lenses made to any 
prescription in any type of fitting 
including rimless. Indistinguishable 

from ordinary spectacles.

FOR SAFETY IN SPORT use 
“ SALVOC ”  — un sp lin te rab le  
lenses, backed by £1,000 

g u a ran tee  against injury.

Safe  CRICKET Safe  HOCKEY 
Safe  TENNIS

Sports 
Specialists\ 

for 48  
Years

Wherever the Qlorious 
Qame of Cricket is 
Played—
G unn & M oore’s

Bats are Pre-eminent.
Supplied in all sizes at various 

prices to suit all purses.
For complete School, College and Club 
Outfits Cunn & Moore give the attention of 
specialists in selecting the best equipment 

for satisfactory service.
C R I C K E T  R E P A I R S  A S P E C I A L I T Y

TV rite for Catalogue of all 
Cricket & Tennis Equipment, etc.

IGUNN & MOORE Ltd
49 Ca rr in gt on  S t re e t ,  Not t ingham.



DON’T BE 
BARKE

ARF. PREPARED 
THE LONG V IEW  IN 
BUSINESS. IT IS 
ENOUGH. BY MEANS 

SPECIOUS PHRASES 
FREE GIFTS AND 
IN SU RA N CES 

TO MAINTAIN A  BUSINESS 
OF WORTHY TRAPm r i

THESE INDUCEMENTS 
ALL OF THE MOMENT 
THEIR. ATTRACTIONS MAY 
HAVE BECOME ECLIPSED 
WHEN YEARS OF SERVICE 

HAVE TRIED THE 
FURNISHINGS SEVERELY

Telephone 43531.

SISSON & PARKER
booksellers & Stationers.

WE HAVE LARGE AND VARIED STOCKS OF 
BOOKS, MOTOR MAPS, STATIONERY, 
GUIDE BOOKS, FOUNTAIN PENS, 
TOYS AND GAMES, FANCY GOODS, 
HANDICRAFT MATERIALS, KODAKS.

— Circulating L ibrary  —

Wheeler Gate, Nottingham.



J. CLOUGH & SON, 
PRINTERS,

TEN CASTLE GATE, 
NOTTINGHAM


