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Four THE CENTAUR

SCHOOL OFFICIALS, 1944-45
School Captain : J. K. Guilor.
Vice-Captain : M. A. Ball.
Full Prefects : A. I. Beeston, W. L. Bircumshaw, W. E. Clarke,

T. W. Silkstone, J. W. Stacey.
Sub.-Prefects : D. R. Allin, K. Cheale, H. K. Cliff, G. T.

Clarke, G. Garton, G. A. Gore, R. A. Marshall, 
F. Mills, T . M. Milner, H. A. Pashley, P. R.
H. Riley, P. Rowlson, R. Selby, A. Wheatley, 
D. W. Wing.

House Captains : Blue House : A. I. Beeston.
G reen H ouse: W. E. Clarke. 
Red House : J. K. Guilor.
Y ello w  House : J. W. Stacey.

Captain of Rugby
Football: J. K. Guilor.

Vice-Captain : W. L. Bircumshaw.

SCHOOL NOTES
The School year began on September 12th with 531 boys, including 

113 new boys ; 80 left in July.
Seventy boys from the middle school spent a fortnight at Wollaton 

Park in August pulling flax ; their joint labours totalled well over 
1,000 hours.

During October one Form each week went potato-picking at Bunny, 
Thrumpton and Bulwell.

To the list of Scholarships and Exhibitions given in the last 
“ Centaur ” we must now add two State Scholarships — awarded to 
R. F. McBride and H. A. Nickols — and a State Bursary — awarded
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to P. J. Gadd. The Exhibition awarded to T. J. Birkin in July has 
since been advanced to a College Foundation Scholarship. We 
heartily congratulate them all ; their successes were celebrated by a 
School Holiday on November 20th.

Mr. A. C. Simpson has recently joined our Board of Governors ; 
we welcome him warmly and trust his tenure of office will be long and 
valuable.

To three new members of the Staff, Miss Rickaby, Mrs. Llewellyn 
and Miss Wallace, we extend our welcome too. To Mrs. Mowat 
who was with us for some weeks at the beginning of term we can now 
only say Hail and Farewell, but we were glad to renew an old and 
pleasant acquaintance.

We offer our hearty congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Ellis on the 
birth of a son on November 25th, and to Mr. and Mrs. Jones on the 
birth of a son on December 3rd.

It is with deep regret that we record the deaths of two masters, 
Mr. H. H. G. Davis and Mr. J. Connors ; an appreciation 
of their work for the School will be found later.

We were sorry to hear too of the death of Mr. K. McEwen, our 
Senior Master, 1929 — 1932.

Cricket Colours were awarded for the session 1944 to J. W. Stacey, 
J. K. Guilor and J. D. Sterland and re-awards to W. E. Clarke, W. L. 
Bircumshaw and I. E. Dring.

During the Summer Holidays, W. L. Bircumshaw, W. E. Clarke,
I. E. Dring, J. K. Guilor, J. D. Sterland and A. Wheatley played in 
several matches for the Notts. Public Schoolboys’ XI.

A Music Society, a Rabbit Club and a Sixth Form Debating Society 
have been added to the School’s activities this year.

Donald Wolfit and his Shakespearean Company paid a return visit 
to the Theatre Royal in September and enabled 114 boys and Staff 
to see “ Macbeth ” and 25 to see “ Hamlet

Thirteen boys and Staff visited the Little Theatre in October and 
enjoyed R. L. Stevenson’s “ Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde ” .

On December 7th 182 boys attended the Albert Hall to hear a 
concert given by the Nottingham Harmonic Orchestra, conducted 
by Herbert Bardgett.

At a Poetry Competition held in October, D. T. Cholerton (IVa) 
was specially commended for two poems he sent in.

We are grateful to the many parents who contributed to our Prize 
Fund — the total this year was £37 3s. 3d. — and particularly so to 
the donor of £30 as endowment for a prize to be given to the boy who
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each year obtains the best School Certificate ; G. Garton is the first 
to benefit from this generous gift — he had six “ Very Goods” and 
two “ Credits

We would again bring to the notice of past and present members of 
the School the School Welfare Fund, founded to assist Old Boys and 
their dependants who have suffered hardships owing to the war. 
Further contributions will be gratefully acknowledged, as will infor
mation about deserving cases, by the Secretary of the Fund, at the 
School.

At the end of the Summer Term 1944 the Second-Hand Clothing 
Shop was able to hand over to the Red Cross Penny-a-week Fund the
sum of ,£40 15s. Od.

Since that date, goods to the value of ,£15 have been received and 
sold. A levy for the Red Cross of a penny in the shilling is taken 
from the sale price of any article. If articles are given, the proceeds 
go to the aforesaid fund unless it is specifically requested that they 
should be paid into the School Welfare Fund.

Messrs. Jones and Morecroft will be pleased to receive as much 
material as possible, especially sports equipment, so that both past 
and present pupils may benefit.

The Magazine Committee for this number consists of Messrs. 
Adams, Goodall, Marshall, Morecroft and T. E. Smith, and J. K. 
Guilor, D. W. Wing and M. A. Ball.

We acknowledge the receipt of the following magazines, and apolo
gise for possible omissions — Brun, Cestrefeldian, Gong, Mundella 
Magazine and Spectrum.

Mr. H. H. G. DAVIS and Mr. J. CONNORS
Although the School has many members of its permanent Staff 

serving in the Forces, none of them had become casualties during 
nearly five years of war. We were therefore dismayed to learn that 
two highly esteemed masters, Mr. Davis and Mr. Connors, had lost 
their lives on service within a period of two weeks.

Flying Officer H. H. G. Davis, who was killed in a flying accident 
in the Middle East, joined the Staff in September, 1936, as Art Master, 
and we soon realized the admirable quality of his work. His own 
taste seemed to us impeccable, and not only did his forms reach very 
gratifying standards in appreciation and craftsmanship but his influ
ence extended through all his interests in School. We remember his 
settings for school plays — in which delightful effects were achieved 
with what appeared to the rest of us as most unpromising materials,
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his own productions of plays, his comradeship in camp, his work with 
puppets and bookbinding, his advice on school printing. He joined 
the R.A.F. in the autumn as a teleprinter operator, later transferring 
to aircrew and receiving his commission when he passed out as a 
pilot.

Lieutenant J. Connors was killed in action in France on August 6th. 
He had taught Mathematics and Physical Training here since Sep
tember, 1937, and hundreds of boys will remember with gratitude his 
skill and patience in helping them over difficulties. He was a fine 
rugger forward having obtained his Purple at London University, and 
the help he gave with school games was of the greatest value. In 
addition, he took charge of swimming and considerably raised the 
standard of performance in the school. We remember him too in 
camp, where he was always invaluable, ready to help in any emergency 
and performing a bewildering variety of services for the comfort and 
well-being of the boys and his colleagues. He joined the Royal 
Artillery in October, 1940, but was sent back to school in the following 
spring to take over the greater part of the instruction in Physical 
Training. He was recalled to the Army on Whit-Monday, 1942, 
while he was in the school camp at Overton Park, and shortly after
wards obtained his commission.

Both these gentlemen were the finest of colleagues and lived up to 
the best traditions of their profession. We had counted on their 
return to the School after the war, and realize that the School has 
suffered a grievous loss.

Mr. K McEWEN
We regret to announce the death of Mr. Kenneth McEwen, who 

was a member of the Staff of the Henry Mellish School from 1929 
until July 1932.

The great part of Mr. McEwen’s work was connected with Hucknall. 
Here, in the early part of this century, he developed one of the Pupil 
Teachers’ Centres then designed to produce a supply of well-qualified 
teachers. In this he was extremely successful and his School, which 
became a Secondary School after the last war, continued its merit
orious career until its closure in July 1929.

All students who passed through the Hucknall School will testify 
to the great influence for good of Mr. McEwen. He possessed a 
great amount of personal charm and set a very high standard of gentle
manly behaviour. He was thus able to gather to himself a staff and 
students, and so influence all, that hard work and good results were 
produced in the atmosphere of a happy and industrious family ; no 
sense of strain could persist under his influence.
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Mr. McEwen came to the Mellish School when within six months 
of retiring age and was made Senior Master in an advisory capacity 
to Mr. Balk. There is no doubt that the male portion of his Hucknall 
School which he brought to the Mellish had a profound influence 
upon the eventual work of our School as it did upon the early examina
tion successes.

Few men can have given more of their lives to the welfare of his 
students, and Mr. McEwen’s name will long be revered in Notting
hamshire.

T.E.S.

VALETE.

VI Dring, I. E. — School Captain, Xmas 1942 — July 1944 ; 
1st XI (Capt.) 1943 and 1944 ; 1st XV, 1942-3-4 ; 2nd XV 
(Capt.) 1941-2 ; Cricket Colours 1942, 1943, 1944 ; Rugby 
Colours 1943-4 ; Flight-Sergeant, A.T.C., Member Dramatic 
Society ; awarded the Balk Cup, 1941-2, 1942-3, 1943-4.

F. G. Lacey, F. J. Birkin, R. F. McBride, N. F. Sharpe, A. 
W. Tansey, S. H. Taylor, O. Whyatt, P. J. Gadd, G. Knight, 
H. A. Nickols, C. F. Noble, J. H. Sterland, F. J. Bancroft,
J. K. Barker, G. Buchanan, W. B. Chappell, R. S. R. Parkin.

V. D. A. Bird, P. C. Buck, J. W. Berrisford, G. W. Fish, T. C. 
Flowers, S. Foulston, A. Gower, R. Heath, D. A. J. Key,
A. Langley, D. E. Little, R. A. Pearce, P. H. Redman, H. 
Reeve, P. H. Smith, N. A. Spick, J. Stevenson, L. C. W. P. 
Barnard, M. C. Faulkner, G. E. Fletcher, G. H. Hawksworth, 
A. E. Moore, F. E. Newton, D. E. VV. Redfeam, S. F. Simpson,
F. D. Topps, C. N. Allsopp, A. J. Bains, F. E. Bradley, M. J. 
Brown, J. H. Carruthers, F. W. Chappell, D. E. Cook, F. H. 
Godley, J. F. Clay, J. A. Davies, R. Harvey, H. M. Hodgkinson, 
J. C. Horsburgh, R. H. Jarvis, G. C. Kingsley, D. S. Metcalf,
G. W. N. Spray, S. V. Stanfield, R. W. Staton, E. Widdowson, 
A. J. Peach.

IV A. J. Abraham, F. Bull, D. R. Parker, A. S. C. Pillinger, B. N. 
Silver, K. A. Spiby, A. Rowlston, G. E. Tegerdine.

I l l  M. S. Layboume, H. M. Ullyett, R. E. Warrick.

II R. E. Hilliker, B. L. Everett.

I M. J. Quinsee.
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AVETE.

V H. F. Schwarz, J. A. Rushworth.

I l l  B. H. Fawn, J. P. MacLeod, M. F. McIntosh, K. Moss, M.
B. Sheratte, R. H. Smith, R. E. Warrick.

II J. G. DeAth, B. L. Everett, W. C. Keane, D. G. Ross, L. Ross,
K. A. Rushworth, D. J. Vranch.

I G. G. Bccstall, D. B. Brown, G. D. Burrows, T. R. Chambers, 
J. Daws, G. S. Duncombe, D. B. Gardner, J. A. Garthwaite,
R. J. Goodwin, J. F. Hankin, J. Horsewood, M. C. Johnson, 
M. J. Marette, M. Mason, K. E. May, R. A. More, I. Munro, 
T. N. Prentice, J. Renwick, D. Ripley, T. A. Savidge, M. J. 
Skevington, D. Smart, M. Taylor, L. A. Wealthdale, N. E. 
Binch, B. J. Bullivant, D. P. Cook, J. A. Watson, F. G. Andrew,
B. J. Bamsby, E. Boardman, A. Bond, P. H. Brealey, C. J. 
Clifford, M. J. Corless, B. Goulding, D. Hill, R. A. Leivers, 
G. Lingley, G. Loach, A. S. Mason, D. McIntyre, D. B. Ollis, 
J. E. Pickering, J. J. Poole, J. Richards, R. Smeeton, M. R. 
Southern, K. C. Starling, D. Titterton, W. H. Topps, G. B. 
Turner, M. Wagstaff, W. R. Walters, D. Wilkinson, J. C. 
Cocks, A. E. Davey, A. D. Gilliver, R. Hancock, J. J. Tovey, 
G. F. Alvey, M. J. Asplin, D. Bestwick, T. J. Bonnington, 
D. G. Brown, T. H. Caine, J. Clark, R. S. S. Collins, E. Coxon,
C. Cresswell, D. I. Crccraft, B. J. Daykin, M. S. Dominy, F. 

. G. Gadsby, B. J. George, G. W. Hammerton, B. M. Jukes,
M. J. Kenby, G. C. King, A. J. Newton, P. G. Perkins, M. P. 
Rex, J. S. Robinson, S. A. Rowlston, P. R. Seed, C. W. Turner,
D. J. Turner, K. Aldred, T. Buswell, A. A. Dolby, R. J. 
Gildersleve, A. S. Manser, A. R. Measham, K. M. Wardle.

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, 1944
H igher Schoo l C e rtif ic a te  and In ter-S cience Exem ption:— 

F. Birkin (Distinction in Geography) P. J. Gadd, H. A. Nickols 
(Distinction in Physics, Pure Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, 
Engineering Drawing).

N. F. Sharpe, S. H. Taylor, O. Whyatt.

H igher Schoo l C e rtif ic a te  :—G. Knight, F. G. Lacey, R. F. 
McBride (Distinction in Pure and Applied Mathematics).

G en era l S choo l C e rtif ic a te , w ith  Exemption from  London 
M a tr ic u la tio n  :—R. P. Houghton, F. J. Bancroft, J. W. Berrisford, 
D. A. Bird, R. Brown, C. P. Conduit, G. Drinkwatcr, T. C. Flowers
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S. Foulston, A. Gowler, R. Heath, F. K. Hill, D. A. J. Key, G. Langley, 
D. E. Little, R. A. Pearce, P. H. Redman, H. Reeve, D. J. Simpson, 
P. H. Smith, N. A. Spick, J. Stevenson, J. M. H. Walker, A. Wheatley, 
A. Wilson, C. Wyld, P. J. Burridge, M. C. Faulkner, G. E. Fletcher, 
G. H. Hawksworth, K. J. Howard, W. J. Levene, A. T. Pearsc, S. F. 
Simpson, F. J. Smith, J. R. Stott, M. H. Thornton, G. E. Wilford,
R. A. Winfield, D. W. Wing, A. J. Bains, F. W. Chappie, D. E. Cook, 
G. H. N. Spray.

G en era l Schoo l C e rtif ic a te  :—P. C. Buck, G. W. Fish, G. Garton,
S. R. Parkin, J. K. Barker, L. C. W. P. Barnard, G. Buchanan, F. 
Casterton, A. R. Moore, T. G. Morris, F. Needham, F. C. Newton, 
P. Rowlson, P. E. Warner, F. D. Wood, R. B. Allen, C. N. Allsopp, 
F. E. Bradley, M. J. Brown, J. H. Carruthers, W. B. Chappell, J. 
Clarke, F. H. Godley, J. K. Haywood, H. M. Hodgkinson, J. C. 
Horsburgh, G. C. Kingsley, C. A. Krarup, D. S. Metcalf, D. H. 
Pearce, S. V. Stanfield, R. W. Staton, J. C. Sumner, E. Widdowson.

PRIZE LIST 1943-44
Forms I. Form Prizes : A. J. Bayley, R. A. Brown, C. J. Rylatt.

E ffo r t  Prizes : A. E. Osborne, J. M. Parsons, G. N.
Pick, P. Makings.

A r t  and H a n d ic ra ft Prizes : R. A. Brown.
P.T. and Games P rize : H. R. Hill.

Form s II. Form Prizes : S. F. Barber, G. A. Mottershaw, J. M.
Smith.

A d d itio n a l Prizes : J. M. Lee, P. A. Preston, M. G. R. 
Hart.

A rts  and  H a n d ic ra f t Prizes : A. Martin.
P.T. and Games Prize : J. Middleton.

Forms III. Form Prizes : R. Whittaker, B. S. Baker, R. Hadfield.
A d d itio n a l Prizes : W. J. Argyle, F. S. Ottrey, K.

Murray.
A r t  and H a n d ic ra f t P rize  : W. E. Goodband.
P.T. and Games Prizes : E. G. Lawrance, G. N. Roberts. 

Forms IV. Form Prizes : N. Willdig, W. D. Wilson, A. P. Taylor.
A d d itio n a l Prizes : G. Richards, J. E. Grainger,

E. Willmott, E. L. W. Hayes, J. 
Cooper.

A rt and H a n d ic ra ft P rize : C. P. Stafford.
P.T. and Games Prize : K. A. Hoskins.
Leaming P rize : R. Marshall.
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Forms V. Form Prizes : G. Garton, C. P. Conduit, D. A. J. Key,
T. C. Flowers, D. W. Wing, G. Langley, 
K. J. Howard, C. Wyld, A. Wilson, N. 
A. Spick, W. J. Levene, J. M. H. 
Walker.

P.T. and  Games Prizes : D. E. W. Redfearn, F. H.
Godley.

M ellish ip  Service P rize : R. Heath.

Forms VI. Form Prizes : F. Mills, M. A. Ball, H. A. Pashley,
P. R. H. Riley, H. K. Cliff, J. D. Sterland, 
J. W. Stacey, J. K. Guilor, H. A. Nickols, 
R. F. McBride, F. J. Birkin, S. H. Taylor,
F. G. Lacey.

Service Prizes : F. G. Lacey, H. A. Nickols, R. F.
McBride, A. W. Tansey, P. J. Gadd.

W harmby Swimming P rize : P. J. Gadd.

H eadm aster’s P rize fo r  Head P re fec t : I. E. Dring.

B alk Cup and  C hairm an’s Prize : I. E. Dring.

HOUSE TROPHIES.

Kayser Cup for Senior Rugby Football: G reen House.
Orchard Cup for Junior Rugby Football: Blue House.
Old Boys’ Cup for Senior Cricket: G reen House.
Haines Cup for Junior Cricket: Red House.
Clifton Cup for Athletics : Blue House.
Learning Cup for Swimming : Red House.
Memorial Cup for Junior House Championship : Red House. 
Memorial Cup for Senior House Championship : G reen House. 
Hurt Cup for House Championship : Blue House.
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CRICKET 1944

The School 1st XI has completed another successful season, winning 
nine out of the thirteen matches played and being itself defeated only 
once. The three remaining matches were left drawn, when in each 
case, the game was going well in our favour.

The batting has been consistently good throughout the season, and 
the achievements of the team’s batsmen can be realised from the fact 
that only three times has the eleven batted till the fall of the last 
wicket. Bircumshaw and Clarke on several occasions seemed likely 
to give the innings a fine start but the latter was dogged by ill-luck 
during the greater part of the season. In the last two games, however, 
the team was placed in a strong position by brilliant first wicket stands, 
the second of which was the greatest in the history of the school. 
Dring, who followed, could always be relied on to score quickly, and, 
with Bircumshaw, shared in four prolific stands which realised 93, 
58, 51 and 46 runs respectively. Each of these batsmen scored a 
century in the course of the season — not since 1937 has anyone per
formed this notable feat. Guilor and Sterland, when needed, were 
always reliable and both played soundly throughout the season. From 
this it is easy to see why the remaining members of the team were so 
seldom required as batsmen to rescue the side.

The attack again was successful in every match. The bowlers, in 
whose ranks at least eight of the team can be included, were little varied 
in pace, except for Guilor, who practised spin bowling and Bircumshaw 
who on occasions left the wicket-keeping to Sterland and took to 
fast bowling (with surprising results). Wheatley, but for one disas
trous over, bowled well, especially in the match with the Services XI. 
Dring and Stacey could be relied on to dismiss the opening batsmen, 
while Guilor and Silkstone were useful change bowlers.
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The fielding was generally praiseworthy although it declined in the 
last game of the season to such an extent that erratic returns to the 
wicketkeeper nearly cost us the match. However, an element of 
suspense was introduced, and the game, fought out grimly till the 
dismissal of Newark's last batsman, formed a fitting conclusion to a 
great season.

RESULTS (from JUNE 17th).

v. Trent College 2nd XI (Away). Won
Trent College—60 (Wheatley 3 for 9, Guilor 2 for 1).
School—63 for 1 (Bircumshaw 29 not out).

The College side was soon dismissed and Bircumshaw and Clarke 
started off our innings in a confident manner. A ten wickets win 
seemed in sight when Clarke was unluckily run out.

v. Services XI (Home) Drawn
Services XI—97 (Dring 3 for 27, Wheatley 2 for 11).
School—93 for 6 (Bircumshaw 30, Dring 29).

For this match the school side was captained by Mr. Harold Larwood, 
of Notts, and England, and Mr. Arthur Staples, of Notts, played for 
the opposing team. Consistent bowling and alert fielding did much 
towards the school's achievement of dismissing the Services XI com
paratively cheaply. A second wicket stand of 51 between Bircumshaw 
and Dring put the school on the way to victory but a minor collapse 
followed their separation. The end of the game was one of the most 
thrilling of the season. In spite of a rapid rate of scoring towards 
the end, during which Mr. Larwood was bowled for two by his old 
colleague when hitting out, five runs were needed for victory off the 
last ball of the match. Dring was, unfortunately, bowled while 
attempting to hit the winning six.

v. University College ‘ A ’ (Home) Won
School—161 for 3 dec. (Dring 100 not out, Bircumshaw 43).
University—81 (Stacey 4 for 26, Dring 2 for 8).

Bircumshaw and Dring again participated in a great stand, which 
this time realised 93 runs, and Dring went on to complete a century 
which contained fifteen fours and a six. Mr. Stirland, an old boy of 
the school, assisted the eleven and his bowling contributed much to 
the victory.
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v. Newark Magnus (Home) Won
Newark—57 (Silkstone 3 for 4, Guilor 3 for 18).
School—58 for 1 (Clarke 32 not out).

Although the school was fielding a weakened eleven, the opposing 
side, whose batsmen seemed surprisingly eager to run themselves 
out, was soon dismissed mainly by the good length bowling of Silkstone 
and Guilor. The necessary runs were soon knocked off, although 
Clarke, after a fine innings, was unfortunately injured when victory 
was at hand.

v. High Pavement (Away) Won
School—99 (Bircumshaw 25, Stacey 22 not out).
High Pavement—28 (Wheatley 6 for 12, Dring 3 for 13).

Wickets fell fairly evenly throughout the School’s innings, in spite 
of a fighting innings by Stacey. The scoring was slow, no fewer than 
65 of the runs being singles. The High Pavement side was soon 
dismissed, thanks to Wheatley and Dring.

v. Alderman Newton’s (Home) Drawn
School—137 for 7 dec. (Guilor 37, Sterland 21, Dring 20). 
Alderman Newton’s—96 for 8 (Dring 4 for 30, Guilor 3 for 29).

The scoring was brisk throughout the school’s innings, although it 
slowed down noticeably when we took the field. Guilor, Dring and 
Sterland helped the school to build up an imposing total, and at close 
of play the game was going well in our favour, although we were 
prevented from snatching final victory on account of a fine innings 
played by the opposing captain.

v. High Pavement (Home) Won
High Pavement—57 (Silkstone 3 for 7, Guilor 2 for 6, Dring

2 for 7).
School—59 for 1 (Bircumshaw 33 not out).

The High Pavement eleven was dismissed cheaply for the second 
time this season. Bircumshaw and Clarke opened the innings con
fidently and came very near to giving the school a ten wickets victory.

v. Newark Magnus (Away) Won
School—141 for 2 dec. (Bircumshaw 108, Clarke 25).
Newark—132 (Dring 5 for 33, Wheatley 3 for 20).

This was the most eventful match of the season. A brilliant 108 
by Bircumshaw, who reached his century in 36 minutes, and whose
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innings, scored out of 132 put on for the first wicket, contained 9 
sixes and 10 fours, put the school in a strong position. However, 
erratic returns to the wicketkeeper and general fumbling in the field, 
except by Stacey, who took three good catches, and Guilor, who 
* starred ’ at point, nearly cost us the match, which finally ended in an 
exciting and narrow win for the school.
The best averages were :—

BATTING.
Innings Times Runs 

not Out
Highest
Score

Average

Bircumshaw 13 2 426 108 38.73
Dring 12 4 296 100 not out 37.00
Guilor 11 4 135 37 19.28
Clarke 13 1 168 32 not out 14.00
Sterland 10 4 82 21 13.67

Stacey played 5 innings (twice not out) and scored

BOWLING.

61 runs.

'■ » •' Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average
Wheatley 89.2 24 176 29 6.07
Dring 81 17 180 26 6.92
Guilor 32.2 3 115 13 8.69
Silks tone 44 11 90 9 10.00
Stacey 85 23 222 19 11.16

Bircumshaw bowled 11 overs, taking 8 wickets for 30.
H.K.C.

SECOND XI.
The Second XI of 1937 played eight matches and won them all. 

The 1944 XI tried very hard to beat this record but failed by one drawn 
match. The season started very well and the first two matches were 
easily won. The third game finished very close but the School XI 
just managed to defeat the High School. The remaining matches 
were won fairly easily except the last but one, and it was then that the 
School XI batted against time, but failed to get the required runs, and 
the match ended in a draw. Altogether it was a very good season.

The players in the various matches were H. Godley, D. Redfeam, 
P. Smith, H. Reeve, I. O’Sullivan, F. G. Lacey, B. Coupland, R. 
Heath, D. Wood, G. T. Clarke, G. H. Hawksworth, J. H. Carruthers, 
R. Bird, K. A. Hoskins, and A. Thompson.
The best averages for the season were :—

BATTING.
No. of 
Innings

Highest
Score

Times 
not out Total Average

K. Hoskins 4 36 n.o. 1 92 30.7
H. Godlev 6 72 n.o. 1 98 19.6
R. Heath 6 31 2 57 14.25
P. Smith 7 50 0 69 9.9

F. Wood batted in 4 matches scoring 28 runs and once not out.
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BOWLING.
Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average

2.2K. Hoskins 34 17 31 14
R. Heath 56.7 25 61 19 3.2
R. Bird 29 15 35 6 5.8
H. Reeve 30.2 12 51 8 6.4

I. O’Sullivan bowled 7 overs, taking 4 wickets for 10 runs.

July 1st v. West Bridgford. Home
School 84 (Heath 31 Wood 21 not out).
West Bridgford 29 (Coupland 4 for S). Won by 55 runs.

July 8th v. High Pavement. Home
High Pavement 56 (Hoskins 4 for 11)
School 58 for 6 wickets (declared) (Hoskins 36 not out)) Won by 2 runs.

July 19th v. Alderman Newtons School. Away
Under 15

School 50 (Hoskins 35)
Alderman Newtons 34 (Hoskins 4 for 9) Won by 16 runs.

July 22nd v. High Pavement. Away
High Pavement 61 for 8 wickets (declared)
School 29 for 7 wickets. Drawn

July 26th v. Newark Magnus Home
School 41.
Newark 29 (Hoskins 4 for 4 Heath 3 for 7) Won by 12 runs.

F inal Results:—Played 8 won 7 drawn 1. Runs for 496 ; against 340.

COLTS XI.
June 24th v. West Bridgford Colts. Home

School 14.
West Bridgford 22 (Lawrence 7 for 8). Lost

July 8th v. High Pavement Colts. Away
High Pavement 84 (Topliss 6 for 18).
School 42 lx>st

July 22nd v. Nottingham High School Colts. Away
School 30.
Nottingham High School 32 for 3 wickets. Lost

SENIOR HOUSE MATCHES.
1st Round 1. G reen 156 for 8 declared (Clarke 47 D ring43 Silkstone 21). 

Red 12 (Dring 6 for 5 Silkstone 3 for 6)
G reen won by 144 runs.
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F inal :

1st Round.

F inal.

2. Blue 108 (Bircumshaw SO Heath 20)
Yellow 57 (Wheatley 4 for 19 Heath 3 for 11) 
Blue won by 51 runs.

G reen 119 (Fish 49 Dring 38)
Blue 30 (Dring 6 for 17 Silkstone 4 for 6). 
G reen won by 89 runs.

G reen H ouse won the Old Boys’ Association Cup.

JUNIOR HOUSE MATCHES.
Yellow 27 (Cornell 4 for 0)
Red 38 for 2 wickets (Young 22 not out) 
G reen 10 (Pickering 6 for 12)
Blue 11 for 1 wicket.

Red 66 (Cornell 51 not out)
Blue 12 (Moore C. G. 9 for 1).
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SWIMMING
The Summer Term, with the record number of 157 certificates 

gained, has passed. The House competitions are over. But swim
ming is continuing right through the winter at Arnold Baths. Now 
that Gadd,the swimming captain for the past two years, has gone we 
look to younger swimmers for a new captain and a new team. Caster- 
ton, Hufton, Etches, Hill, Coupland and Foreman are likely members 
and we hope that they will practise steadily during the winter. A 
good team needs good support and will be forthcoming only if the 
majority of boys in the school can swim. At least an equal number 
of certificates should be gained this coming year and any boy can be 
examined at any time by arrangement with Casterton of L. VI. We 
should like to record our thanks to Mr. Gadd of Arnold Baths for his 
help during the past season. The results of the House Swimming 
Competition are appended.
One length Free Style. Secs.

J unior. Marlow (B) Humphreys (R) Hart (B) 19.8
M iddle. Hufton (R) Etches (B) Casterton (R) 18.2
Senior. Gadd (R) Foreman (G) Barker (B) 15.2

Two lengths Free Style.
Junior. Humphreys (R) Booth (G) 46.2
M iddle. Hufton (R) Casterton (R) Willars (Y) 41.0
Senior. Gadd (R) Barker (B) Casterton (R) 36.0

Breast Stroke.
J unior. (1 length) Hill (Y) Parsons (G) Stonelake (Y) 22.2
M iddle (1 length) Etches (B) Nicholson (Y) Sims (G) 19.8
Senior (2 lengths) Barker (B) McBride (B) Knight (G) 31.4

Back Stroke.
Junior (1 length) Humphreys (R) Booth (G) Taylor (R) 25.8
M iddle (1 length) Etches (B) Marsland (G) Martin (R) 22.0
Senior (2 lengths) Gadd (R) Knight (G) Hill (Y) 49.4

Object Diving.
Junior Booth (G) Hart (B) Pickering (R) 8 objects.

Marlow (B)
M iddle Whittaker (Y) Robinson (Y) 9 objects.
Senior Foreman (G) Chappie (B) Willmott (B) 10 objects.

Tie
Diving.

Junior. Taylor (R) Pickering (R) Sale (Y)
M iddle. Casterton (R) Sims (G)

Nicholson (Y) Tie 
Senior. Coupland (Y) Casterton (R)

Kinston (B) Tie
Plunge.

Junior. Taylor (R) Hill (Y)
M iddle. Robinson (Y) Bosworth (Y) Hufton (R)
Senior. Hill (Y) Foreman (G) Husdon (G)

Relay.
J unior. 1. Red. 2. Blue. 3. Yellow. 84.4 secs.
Senior. 1. Blue. 2. Red. 3. Yellow 73.8 secs.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL 1944

The 1st team showed promise at the beginning of the season, but 
there were several obviously weak points in the side ; two fast and 
able centre three-quarters and a full back were needed, and as a result 
the first three games had to be spent in making experiments. I think 
we have now solved those problems, and with regular practice the 
three-quarters should improve tremendously. The forwards are 
good, and gave good displays at West Bridgford and against Notts. 
Occasionals, but they must heel more quickly in the loose scrums. 
The standard of backing up is only average, whilst the tackling, though 
vigorous, is apt to be rather futile because the players will insist on 
tackling round the neck instead of in the surest way—round the knees. 
All the school teams should concentrate on good, open rugger ; for
wards should learn to heel the ball quickly, and the wing three-quarters 
should be given every opportunity to prove themselves the game 
winners they really are.

Sept. 30th. v West Bridgford (Away) Lost 3—12.
The team showed promise in the first match of the season which, 

as usual, revealed several weaknesses. The passing was not always of 
a high standard, and the three-quarters did not make the best use of 
their opportunities, mainly due to fumbling, frequent bad passing 
and keeping the ball too long. The forwards did quite well. It 
was a hard and fast game throughout, and it ended with the school 
attacking strongly uphill near its opponent’s line.

Oct. 7th. v. Notts. Occasionals (Home) Lost 14— 22.
The forwards again acquitted themselves well in this match, for it 

was again that the chief weakness lay in the back division. The three- 
quarters must improve their passing by constant practice. In ad
dition to this fault, the team lost the captain and vice-captain in the 
first half due to injuries ; but towards the end the School rallied 
strongly and scored eight points.
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Oct. 14th. v. Newark Magnus (Away) Lost 11—23.
The three-quarters showed definite improvement, hut in the second 

half the forwards seemed to tire, and were outclassed in the 
line-outs and scrums. The team did not make use of the strong 
wind, and the tackling was weak. The first half was very even, with 
both sides playing good, open vigorous rugger, hut after the interval 
our hacks were called on to undertake more defensive than offensive 
work as the forwards did not get the hall hack.

Oct. 18th. v. Midland Agricultural College (Home) Won 21—0.
A definite improvement in the team as 3 whole was evident. The 

fonvards did well against a much heavier pack, and effective heeling 
gave the backs a chance to show their real worth. Passing was often 
difficult in the strong wind, but several good tries were scored by the 
w'ing three-quarters.

Oct. 25th. v. High Pavement (Home) Lost 12—17.
This match was almost the complete reverse of the previous match. 

All the three-quarters seemed to be off form, and passing and handling 
were often very weak. The forwards were not quite up to their 
usual standard but they were outweighted — a very scrappy match 
indeed.

Nov. 11th. v. King’s School, Grantham (Home) Lost 0—19.
The first quarter of an hour seemed to promise a very close match 

but the superior weight of our opponents then began to make itself 
felt. Although our fonvards heeled the ball, the centre three-quarters 
did not make the necessary openings for their wing men ; this must 
be remedied.

Nov. 18th. v. West Bridgford. (Home). Won 11—3.
If the weather had been favourable, this would have been a very 

good match as the sides were fairly equal. Although the ball was 
difficult to handle several promising movements were carried out by 
our re-made three-quarter line.

Nov. 22nd. v. Newark Magnus (Home). Won 17—6.
In the first half Magnus played more as a team than we did, but in 

the second half the school team displayed great vigour in attack and 
defence and as a result won by a comfortable margin. The three- 
quarters have definitely benefitted from the change-round made a 
week ago.
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SECOND XV.
The 2nd XV have been fairly successful so far this season, having 

won three, lost three and drawn one of the seven matches played. The 
weakness of the team has lain mainly in the three-quarter line — this 
for various reasons, the main one being that it has never been the same 
for two consecutive matches owing to calls made on it by the 1st XV 
and to illness. The forwards opened the season very shakily but they 
have improved considerably and we hope this improvement will 
continue. The following have played for the team this term :—

Thompson, Spray, Wood, Lawrence, Thornton, Middleton, Wilson 
C. M., Wheatley, Law, Kipling, Coupland, Newbury, Wilson W., 
Foster, Martin, Knight, Newbery C. D., Sullivan, Daykin, Nequest, 
Platt, Foreman and Wright.

A.O.R.T.

Oct. 1st. v. West Bridgford (Home) Won 26—0.
The forwards played well in the scrums but failed to get possession 

of the ball from the line-outs. The three-quarters played well but 
the tackling was weak.

Oct. 7th. v. Newark Magnus (Home) Won 10—-6.
The forwards (although slightly outweighted), managed to get the 

ball more often from the line-outs than in the previous match. The 
running with the ball among the three-quarters was weak but the 
tackling had improved.

Oct. 25th. v. High Pavement (Home) Lost 6— 12.
The forwards never got the ball from either the scrums or the line- 

outs and consequently the three-quarters were defending all the time.

Nov. 22nd. v. Newark Magnus (Away) Lost 9— 14.
Although the forwards were again outweighted, they put up a very 

creditable performance. The defeat was mainly due to bad tackling.

Nov. 25th. v. Humphry Perkins (Away) Won 9—5.
Although with two men short the team combined well and won.

Nov. 29th. v. High Pavement (Home) Drawn 11—11.
Half the three-quarters line was playing in the 1st XV but the 

remainder put up a very good performance and held their opponents 
to a drawn game.
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Dec. 2nd. v. High School (Away) Lost 3—11.
The loss of the scrum-half in the first few minutes and the further 

handicap of playing against a strong wind, found us at half time 11 
points down. Although the forwards played their best match so far 
we could only reply with 3 points. Better tackling and passing 
amongst the three-quarters is necessary.

September 30th. V.
October 14th. V.
October 21st. V.

November 15 th. V.
November 22nd. V.
November 25th. V.
December 2nd. V.

COLT’S RUGBY XV.
West Bridgford. Away. Won 6—3. 
Newark Magnus. Home. Won 14— 11. 
King’s School, Grantham. Home.

Won 33—0. 
High Pavement. Home. Won 42—-0. 
Newark Magnus. Away. Lost 11—10. 
High Pavement. Home. Lost 12—10. 
(under 15) High School. Away. Lost 50—0

A.T.C. REPORT
Since the last issue of these notes, another A. T. C. instructor has 

been appointed to the Squadron. He is Mr. E. A. Litchfield, formerly 
a Flying Officer in the R.A.F. with 1,500 flying hours in his log. We 
take this opportunity of welcoming him, and we are sure he will be a 
valuable asset to us.

Fifty Cadets attended the- Annual Training camp from August 
12th to 19th. This year it was held at an R.A.F. station near Rugby. 
The usual programme of training was carried out, but the real high 
spot of it was the excellent flying facilities at our disposal. Fortunately 
the weather was fine throughout the week, and no less than 160 flights 
were made by our Cadets, giving a grand total of 198J hours in the 
air during the week. The men of the R.A.F. were always willing to 
help, and several of their instructors gave us some very interesting, 
and often amusing, lectures. A letter was subsequently received 
from Group Captain Wright, Commandant, Midland Command, 
congratulating the Squadron on the “ highly satisfactory' report ” 
which was sent to him through the commanding officer of the station.

A small number of Cadets attended a very successful musketry 
course, consisting of three lectures, at Linby Home Guard range, 
through the courtesy of Lieut. J. E. Dring. The first class instruction 
given by Lieut. Dring and two of his Sergeants was very much appre
ciated. The Cadets present were allowed to use British and American 
army rifles, Sten Guns, and a Lewis Gun. Everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed the training, and were very sorry that it ended so quickly.
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So far this year, 24 Cadets have been successful in passing the pro
ficiency examination. We heartily congratulate these, but it must be 
remembered that an equal amount of praise must go to the instructors, 
both civilian and officers, who have so willingly given up their spare 
time in order to make this record result possible. The total number 
of proficiency certificates to the Squadron’s credit is now 85. It is 
up to the recruits and those who are taking the examination in the 
near future to exceed the 100 mark, and we feel sure that it will not be 
long now before this figure is attained.

Our congratulations also go to the four Cadets who were successful 
in passing the Advanced Training examination in the subjects they 
took. They were Sgt. Sharpe and Cadet 209 Riley, who passed in 
Radio Theory, and Cpl. Pugh and Cadet 204 Marshall, who passed 
in Navigation and Meteorology.

Flight 2 won the Inter-Flight Trophy for the half year ending in 
July, although they lost the Inter-Flight cricket match, played on 
July 23rd. The Inter-Flight soccer match, influencing the Trophy 
award for this half year, was played on November 19th, and was won 
by Flight 1.

Cadets 299 Chamberlain, 260 Redman, and 297 Eaton were placed 
1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively in the Model Aircraft Competition for 
the last half year.

On the 23rd July, thanks to the co-operation of the U.S.A.A.F. a 
party of fifty Cadets enjoyed an hour’s formation in Dakotas. Several 
large neighbouring towns were seen from the air, including an excellent 
view of Nottingham itself. There were a few casualities from air
sickness, but they soon recovered when they were once more on firm 
ground. However, in spite of that, we are all looking forward to 
another similar opportunity.

Last July, a very interesting talk was given to the Squadron by 
Flt./Lt. McCurdy, D.F.C. His subject was “ Air Gunnery ” , and 
the talk was very much appreciated, especially by those Cadets who 
were on the point of going into the Service, and facing the possibility 
of becoming air gunners, owing to the superfluity of trained pilots.

Also, on November 5th., F/O. Best, an old boy of the school, gave 
the Squadron a much appreciated talk entitled “ Intelligence

It is with pleasure that we learn that one of our former Cadets, B. 
Redgate (1941-1942), has been awarded the Apprentice’s Prize for 
this year. It was presented to him by Sir Frederick Handley-Page.

We are all very sorry to have lost the services of our two Flight- 
Sergeants, I. E. Dring and R. H. Eyre, both of whom have recently 
joined the Services. We wish them the best of luck. Everyone 
appreciated their work for the Squadron and they will both be greatly 
missed.
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Recently, a fiction section of the Squadron Library has been formed 
and books are being provided by Cadets themselves, and out of 
Squadron funds.

Finally, we have to announce the splendid achievment of one of our 
former Cadets, Flying Officer A. H. Hallam, who has recently been 
awarded the D.F.C. The official citation will be found among the 
News of Old Boys.

This is indeed a fine example to the Squadron, and one which it is 
the duty of every Cadet to uphold. It is only by regular attendance 
at parades and classes by everyone that the Squadron can be completely 
successful, and we hope that everyone will keep this in mind, so that 
the fine tradition that former Cadets have established will be main
tained by its present members.

R.A.M.

THE SCOUT TROOP
We are pleased to report that the troop activities are flourishing and 

that we are specially mentioned (with the 121st) for good progress in 
the yearly report of the Northern Group of the Nottingham Boy 
Scouts’ Association. Unfortunately we were unable to compete for 
the County Championship and John Boot Trophy this summer so 
we must make a big effort to regain these prizes in the summer of 
1945.

As the result of a Whist Drive and Dance on July 22nd, we were 
able to donate f l l  12s. 6d. to the Walesby Endowment Fund. A 
similar affair on October 21st benefited the Troop Fund to the extent 
of ,£18 Is. 3d. We are very much indebted to the parenfs of the 
scouts for supplying so many home-made pastries and cakes, tea, 
sugar and butter used in providing refreshments. We should also 
like to thank once again all those friends who so generously gave us 
prizes. We are very grateful to Mrs. Coupland and Mrs. Dennis 
who so charmingly and efficiently managed the buffet ; to the School 
Matron, Mrs. Baylis for her generous help ; to Mr. Ireland who gave 
invaluable sen-ice as M.C. of the Whist Drives, and to Mr. Coupland 
for the excellent manner in which he controlled the dancing.

The troop is full up at present and it is to be regretted that we cannot 
accept several boys who have applied for admission.

Congratulations to scouts W. J. Carter and D. B. Bond on their 
promotions to Seconds.
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The patrols were readjusted at the beginning of the Autumn Term 
and are now constituted as follows:—

T roop  Leader. B. F. Coupland.
K ingfishers. P/L. W. Wilson, Sec. P. Spray, D. Newbery, D. C. 

Wainwright, D. Sale, P. Fahy, J. D. Seed.
Owls. P/L. G. Bonser, Sec. D. B. Bond, A. J. Fox, R. 

Hamilton, P. W. Usher, A. C. Bloyce, R. J. G. 
Gilderslevc.

Peewits. P/L. K. F. Ireland, Sec. J. Cooper, G. J. Sale, M. H. 
Stonelake, C. Marriott, I. Munro, T. A. Savidge.

Pigeons. P/L. R. E. Knight, Sec. W. J. Carter, G. G. Cox, 
W. D. Morley, B. J. Marette, M. J. Marette, C. W. 
Turner.

Ravens. P/L. J. C. Richards, Sec. D. A. Stonelake, M. S. 
Mills, D. J. Raley, J. H. Newcombe, T. H. Measham, 
J. S. Swannack.

The following proficiency badges have been gained since the last 
issue of the “ Centaur ” :—

Cyclist. G. G. Cox.
Camper. W. Carter, G. G. Cox.
F riend  to  Animals. K. Ireland, W. Carter, G. G. Cox.
Forester. J. C. Richards, G. G. Cox.
Backwoodsman. J. C. Richards, G. G. Cox.
Cook. R. E. Knight, G. Bonser, K. Ireland, D. A. 

Stonelake, D. B. Bond,
WlRELESSMAN. P. Fahy, D. A. Stonelake.

The troop now holds 118 proficiency badges distributed amongst 
the patrols as follows :—

Kingfishers (and T.L.) 64, Pigeons 19, Ravens 16, Owls 11, 
Peewits 8. The three Old Boys attached to the troop have an additional 
25 badges.

THE SCOUT CAMP.
We enjoyed last year’s camp at Oxford so much that we decided to 

go there again. We were not disappointed for this year’s camp was 
even better than the previous one. We were more fortunate in the 
weather, having only one wet day during the ten days camping.
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Because of the paucity of suitable trains we had to leave Nottingham 
at 6.25 a.m. — and that required an effort. In order to do this, some 
of the scouts from outlying districts were accommodated for the night 
at the homes of some of our city scouts. Of course, “ Jessie ” was 
the last to show up but he was very careful to point out that he wasn’t 
late ! He’s so used to this kind of argument that he got away with 
it ! We all obtained seats on the train and punctually the train steamed
out. The great adventure had begun. The journey as far as Wood
ford was uneventful (except for the S.M. ! ! ) We changed our train
here and were soon en route for Banbury. We had a long wait here 
and so we were able to inspect the town and the renowned ‘ Banbury 
Cross ’. Some scouts did this from the top of the church tower. 
Banbury may be famed for its cakes — but its pork pies ! ! ! T /L. 
Coupland was very expressive about his prize specimen : he was
certain it was more aged than the original ‘ Cake Shop ’ itself — and 
that goes back to 1638 !

We eventually arrived at Oxford about 1 p.m. and soon loaded our 
luggage — which had travelled overnight — on to the van which was 
awaiting us. Soon the camp site was reached and the van unloaded. 
In a very short time the tents were pitched and dinner prepared. 
Before nightfall everything necessary had been done and the camp 
was in full working order.

Three ‘ Old Boys ’, M. Cave, E. Whitehead, N. B. Scott joined us 
at the week-end. Scott became a member of the Pigeon Patrol 
whilst Cave and Whitehead acted as A.S.Ms. and as such were of 
great help to the scoutmaster.

As usual our days were full — a blended mixture of work and play. 
There was so much to do that ‘ Time ’ simply flew and the date of our 
return always seemed much too near !

This camp was characterised by the weird and wonderful headgear 
worn ! There were Newbery’s “ Blackberet ”, Bonser’s “ Swiss- 
bonker ” , “ Jessie’s ” “ Skullcap ”, Wainwright’s “ Watumaycallit ” 
and Cave’s “ Cockycap ”, to mention a few. These creations would 
have made many a mother green with envy — or purple with apoplexy !

Marette brought a bugle to camp and for the first few mornings he 
‘ blasted ’ each tent in turn at reveille. This was stopped when it 
became too dangerous — for Marette ! The bugle was excellent 
for rallying scattered scouts and for controlling from the camp parades 
held about a mile away. The woods often re-echoed to its notes.

Mr. Usher paid us a visit and much to the delight of the scouts, 
presented them with a large luscious slab cake. Their vote of thanks 
was very hearty — but I really think it came from a little deeper than 
that !
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Such activities as Athletics, Boat racing, Swimming, Pioneering, 
Shooting, Signalling, Stalking, Wide Games, “ Night-Ops ”, 1st Aid, 
Nature Study and the Camp Fire were made competitive and were 
keenly contested. In the pioneering section some very good large 
huts were built and used as habitations whilst the Peewits built a 
bridge over a ditch.

Our ‘ camp fire ’ was preceded by an afternoon of fun and frolic. 
There were two deck-tennis knock out tournaments the winners of 
which received an extra ration of biscuits. The junior event was won 
by D. Bond and G. Sale and the senior event by M. Cave and B. 
Coupland. This was followed by a blind-boxing tournament with 
its usual laughable situations. Finally, Cave the ‘ Carlton Contor
tionist ’ and Whitehead the “ Gedling Gripper ” gave an exhibition 
of All-in-Wrestling. The referee finished up in no condition to give
a decision one way or the other !

The shows put on at our first camp fire were very good indeed and 
were much enjoyed by an appreciative audience. The Ravens won 
this competition. P/L. Newbery had trained a fine team, Raley was 
most amusing whilst the nonchalance of Mills was most commendable 
in so young an “ Actor ” !

Some of our members visited a large scout camp situated about a 
mile away from ours and gave a popular display at their camp fire. 
As a direct result of this fraternising, we had three guests at our second 
camp fire held on our last night in camp. Our visitors were a Canadian 
soldier scout spending his leave in camp, an A.S.M. from Lough
borough and a scout from Coventry.

Our last camp fire, as usual, was the occasion of a review of the camp 
and campers by the S.M. The camp had been a very happy one and 
in the main, scouts had preferred to stay within the precincts exploring 
or building rather than roam the city in their free time. That was a 
very healthy sign. The cooking had been excellent and some new 
experimental methods employed had enabled breakfast to be ready 
on time — even on the very wet morning ! Camp cleanliness had 
been an improvement on last year. Orders had been obeyed promptly 
and cheerfully and there had been no serious case of a scout being 
‘ on the carpet ’. The P/Ls. had shown sound leadership. The 
‘ esprit de corps ’ of the Ravens in particular had been remarkably 
high. “ Fellah ” was regarded as some semi-celestial being, at least ! 
The individual camping standards had been high and most scouts 
‘ gained their feathers ’ which were presented to them amidst much 
enthusiasm. The Ravens (P/L. Newbery) were acclaimed the winners 
of the Shield for 1943-44. The Pigeons (P/L. Knight) were second 
and put up a very creditable performance. The Ravens also won the 
Norman Cup being closely followed by the Peewits (P/L. Ireland).
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I’m afraid we disregarded the black-out regulations. It was fas
cinating to sit once again around a blazing log fire in the blackness and 
stillness of night ; to gaze upon the happy countenances of the muffled 
figures sitting around ; to regard the periphery illuminated by the 
dancing flames and to wonder (despite an effort) what was happening 
in the shadows beyond ; to feel the necessity of your fellow-man and 
to realise that without him you’d be just a little bit scared of Life. 
This atmosphere of the camp fire is enthralling ; under its spell you 
become successively introspective, reflective, ameliorative — and some
times even righteously content. Would that it were less evanescent.

The camp fire finished with some soulful renderings of camp songs 
and some hearty scout yells. After ‘ Auld Lang Syne ’ the seniors 
escorted the visitors back to their camp whilst the youngsters went 
reluctantly to ‘ bed ’.

Our last camp morning, Sunday, August 6th finally arrived. The 
sun was up early and in its most brilliant mood which greatly helped 
us in breaking camp. Our transport arrived at 10 a.m., and we soon 
loaded up and then tidied up the camp site.

We were provided with a whole coach to ourselves by the G.W.R. 
Our luggage and cycles were piled up in the 3rd Class part of the coach 
whilst we enjoyed the luxury of the 1st Class compartments. Our 
train was not due out until 4.40 p.in., so that after a rota of ‘ guards ’ 
had been drawn up, we were free to look around the city. Several 
scouts had unusual lunches in the Moorish or Indian Cafes in Oxford. 
At 4 p.m. we assembled and took our seats in the coach. The doors 
were locked at the request of the S.M. At 4.30 p.m. we were still in 
the siding so Wainwright, making his exit thro’ a window was sent to 
make sure we had not been forgotten ! At 4.40 p.m. we saw our train 
arrive but we were still in the siding ! ! At 4.45 p.m. Wainwright 
repeated his Houdini act ! At 4.50 p.m. much to our relief, the express 
engine itself came and fetched us. No miserable little shunting 
engine for us ! The guard wanted to know if there was any room in 
our coach for Miss Ivy Benson’s Band ! It is surprising but true 
that altho’ the coach had been very full a moment before the request, 
a moment later as if by magic, it was half empty ! Nevertheless the 
band travelled with the ‘ ordinary ’ passengers — and no one ever 
asked the S.M. why ! !

The journey back was much quicker than our journey there. Most 
scouts spent the time in reading or displaying to one another the pre
sents they had bought. Tea, consisting of bread and butter, biscuits, 
spam and tomatoes, was eaten during the journey. We finally arrived 
in Nottingham at 8 p.m. We had a hectic time unloading our gear 
and getting it on to the lorry at the station entrance. After the deliv
ering of small scouts to fond parents and the saying of ‘ Au Revoir ’, 
we disbanded.

The great adventure had ended.
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THE MUSIC SOCIETY
Chairman : R. Selby.
Secretary : P. H. Riley.

The activities of the Music Society have been successfully continued 
this Term. Meetings have consisted mainly of radiogram recitals, 
though plans arc now afoot to include discussions and talks on the 
form and content of the works played.

Considering the nature of the programmes, attendance has been 
good. Records played have been chosen by the members thenselves, 
from the extensive School record library. Here, there is one out
standing deficiency in an otherwise good selection — the School does 
not possess one Violin Concerto. Perhaps it is considered that the 
School Orchestra provides us with enough virtuoso violinists ! How
ever, the programmes have ranged from Gershwin’s “ Rhapsody in 
Blue ” and Strauss, to Beethoven Symphonies.

In addition, organised parties of boys have visited the Albert Hall 
during this term, to hear the London Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
Halle, and the Nottingham Symphony Orchestra.

We have now an active nucleus of ardent music lovers, who all feel 
that the little extra effort needed to listen intelligently to Classical 
music is repaid many times over in pleasure. We thank all who have 
contributed to the success of the Society, and look forward confidently 
to further activities in the future.

SIXTH FORM DEBATING SOCIETY
Formed on November 10th, the Society is still in its infancy, only 

two meetings having been held so far. Both have been successful 
and a plentiful supply of enthusiastic speakers has been noticeable on 
each occasion.

The first motion before the House concerned the most controversial
question of to-da)----The Future of Germany. Mr. Clarke proposed
“ that partition of Germans is the only sure basis for a lasting peace ” , 
and carefully parcelled out the country among the allies. Mr. Morris, 
on the other hand, supported a hard peace without partition, asserting 
that this latter woidd be almost impossible to carry out. After many 
lively speeches on both sides, the proposal was carried by 28 votes to 13.

The following session was devoted to a discussion — “ that the 
country would benefit in the future from compulsory military training.” 
Mr. Stacey proposed the motion, lavishly praising the army as a means 
of developing character. He was answered in Mr. Riley’s speech
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on the undesirability of compulsion and the unpractical nature of the 
scheme. Again a lively controversy ensued before the vote was taken. 
The figures were the same as those of the former debate but this time 
the opposition obtained the winning 28.

BEE-KEEPING CLUB
The club started the school year without its former leader, R. F. 

McBride. Without his work, the club would not now be in existence, 
for he provided the present stock of bees, the old stock having died, 
and by building them up from a nucleus, and giving many interesting 
lectures after school, set the club on a solid foundation.

The members benefitted during the summer term by actually 
inspecting the hive, some handling the bees for themselves. They 
were disappointed, however, by there being no surplus honey, as was 
the case with the majority of bee-keepers in the country this year. 
Nevertheless, we hope the bees and the weather will be kinder next 
year.

As we mentioned in the last report, the club has a new hive ; and a 
cast was hived into it by McBride, rather late in the season, too late 
for it to build up for winter. Therefore, at the beginning of the 
present term, the cast was united with the old stock, the amalgamation 
being carried out originally by the paper method. This was not 
successful ; why we do not know, maybe due to the poor quality of 
wartime paper (bees are extremely fastidious creatures) ; so the bees 
were united by spraying a weak syrup on both stocks, and uniting 
them directly. This had the desired effect. The bees were fed
with 15 lbs. of sugar syrup, and were then packed down for winter.

This term we have been having our usual meetings every Monday, 
when Mr. Jones and a few other stalwarts have attended. We shall 
be pleased to see at these meetings any boys interested in bees. A 
committee has been appointed, consisting of a Chairman, Treasurer, 
Secretary, and members from the Upper School.

Mr. Jones has arranged for the club to join the Notts. Bee-keeping 
Association ; and has also acquired a syllabus for Junior Examinations 
in agriculture. We are working through this syllabus, which is quite 
straight-forward ; and any members wishing to enter for these exams, 
may do so.

The Club is functioning excellently ; come and join us.
K.C.
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SCHOOL VISITS
A FURNITURE FACTORY.

On Wednesday, July 15th, the woodworkers of Form IVc (now Vg) 
paid a visit to Lawrence’s Furniture Factory at Netherfield.

Our inspection of the premises began with the Kilns in the wood- 
yard, where one of the party received his first surprise ; he was handed 
a piece of beech and nearly dropped it, so heavy a wood it is. We 
were here shown different types of wood and learnt to distinguish elm 
from oak.

From the woodyard we went to the saw-mill where logs were being 
cut into planks by a large, horizontal band-saw ; these saws are kept 
sharp by periodical grinding and setting in the grinding-shop nearby.

We then entered the main factory where wood was being machined 
into objects of many interesting shapes and sizes ; one man was making 
beech soles for clogs — which reminded us of our beclogged gardeners.

But the most enjoyable part of the visit was our inspection of the 
picket boats made there ; we were allowed to clamber over them and 
examine every part.

Finally we w’ere generously given biscuits and tea before returning 
home with our impressions — which might, perhaps, have been 
brighter ; the age of craftsmen seems to have been replaced by an age 
of machinery.

D.H. (Vc.J

A VISIT TO ERICSSON’S.

Some time ago, a party of ten (seven Sixth Formers and three 
members of the Staff) went on a visit to Ericsson’s, that famous birth
place of telephones, at Beeston. We set out from school just after 
dinner one Wednesday afternoon, and proceeded to the Nottingham 
L.M.S. Station by trolley bus. We were a little late here, and there 
was a rush to obtain tickets, and to reach the platform — but all our 
efforts were in vain. The train we had hoped to catch had left the 
station two or three minutes before our arrival. One member of the 
Staff telephoned the firm that there would be a slight delay, while 
the rest of us went for a well-earned snack at the station buffet.

Eventually, a suitable train arrived, and we continued our journey, 
reaching Beeston in a few minutes, w’hereupon we set out for the 
factory through the bracing Beeston air. The gate of the factory' was 
locked by an electrical device, but after we had been scrutinized care
fully for several minutes, it was opened, and we were led under guard 
into an office, where “ Pass ” badges were fixed to our coat lapels to
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distinguish us from any unwelcome guests. Here we were split up 
into two groups, each group being provided with a guide, and we went 
on a tour of inspection of the premises, the two groups going in different 
directions. We were led through many buildings, and shown numerous 
things of interest —• hydraulic presses, huge stamping machines, cable 
rooms where thousands of wires were being made into intricate cables, 
the power house, the woodwork rooms, and the assembly rooms where 
the telephones and all the paraphernalia connected with telephones 
were being put together, chiefly by hundreds of young girls. Our 
guide gave us some very interesting descriptions of the various pro
cesses in telephone manufacture, but lack of space prevents me from 
going into any great detail. We were so enthralled that the hours 
sped by, and the time for our departure came almost before we realised 
it. We returned to the office near the gate, gave up our badges, and 
soon after five o’clock the party had broken up homeward bound.

Without doubt, every member of the party profited considerably 
from this visit — and not only the party, but the school also in a way, 
for do I not see two powerful magnets in the Physics lab. which were 
not there before ? F.M. (VI.U.Eng.)

IMPRESSIONS
The strains of the latest jazz hit, floating from the hall, . . . .  the 

click of ivory balls, and the thud of the rebounding off the cush, . . . 
the smack of the darts at the dart-board, . . . .  the clamorous argu
ment of quarrelsome bedmakers, . . . .  and, further off, above the 
hissing of the kettle, disputing voices arguing over the distribution 
of certain cups of tea, — all tell their tale of merry-making within the 
hallowed precincts of the Staff-room. Later, on the arrival of tea, 
the murmur of garrulous voices subsides, while the gratuitous advice 
about certain fine cannons and in-offs is succeeded by arguments 
about the comparative amounts of sugar, tea and water employed in 
brewing the drinks. The games recommence, but at last the bois
terous gaiety of the company begins to wane — “ The sun does descend, 
And our sports have an end." But the assumed quietness of the 
building is a short-lived respite, for at an early hour, the welcome smell 
of breakfasts pervades the corridor of usually less welcome smells.

What a panorama of life we saw ! Games of golf begun and never 
ended, violent discussions, settling for ever the most complex problems 
of the universe, late nights, surreptitious, midnight tales, mornings of 
missing breakfasts, and eerie, nocturnal prowls. But the cause of all 
this jollity ? These were the men who heard the call to arms, and 
through their heroic sense of duty to their Motherland, were helping 
to defend “ this other Eden, demi-paradise ” , against the forces of 
oppression. These were the firewatchers. And they received three 
shillings per night for it. TAV.S. (VI. U. A rts).
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HOUSE NOTES
Blue House.

Although in 1943-4, we won only the Athletics and Junior Rugby, 
the whole-hearted efforts of all members of the House enabled us once 
again to become the proud winners of the Hurt Cup. It was no 
walk-over for we were hard pressed by Green House throughout the 
whole year. Hard luck, Greens 1

Last July we said “ Au revoir ” to many boys who had been stal
warts of the House for five or more years. There are too many to 
mention individually so we will thank them collectively for their efforts. 
Their enthusiasm and prowess on the sports field will never be for
gotten. They all have our best wishes for their future.

Our very popular cricket captain W. L. Bircumshaw played for 
Nottinghamshire against Leicestershire during the summer vacation. 
This is a great honour — especially for one so young. We might be 
forgiven if we secretly rejoice that he is one of us ! Congratulations 
Bircumshaw.

We cannot dismiss 1943-4 without reference to our House Captain, 
R. F. McBride. “ Mac ” by his tireless energy and boundless enthu
siasm set a fine example. He showed organising ability of no mean 
order and his popularity was such that he was able to gain the whole
hearted cooperation of all members of the House. His scholastic 
attainments, viz., State Scholarship, The Henry Mellish Scholarship, 
County Senior Scholarship (1st in the County) and Exhibition at 
Queens College, Cambridge are certainly a record for Blue House if 
not for the School. (Other Blues, please copy !). We shall watch 
his future career with much interest.

Our prospects for 1944-45 appear quite promising and if all Blues 
do their utmost — and we expect no less — we should have another 
good year. The Senior Rugby side should give a good account of 
itself. The Junior Rugby side will be rather undersized as some of 
our best players are just over the weight limit. The Rugby Captains 
have been putting in some good work shaping the sides.

The following Colours were awarded at the end of last term :—

C ricke t C o lours : (Senior) W. L. Bircumshaw (Capt.), H.
Godley, R. Heath, A. Wheatley.
(Junior). R. Pickering, G. Roberts. 

Swimming C olours : J. K. Barker (Capt.) J. E. Etches, B. C.
Kinston, R. Marlow, R. F. McBride.
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The House Officials for 1944-45 are

House C ap ta in : A. I. Beeston.
House V ice-C aptain : W. L. Bircumshaw.
Rugby C aptain  : W. L. Bircumshaw.
Rugby V ice-C aptain : A. I. Beeston.
A th le tic s  C aptain  : J. K. Haywood.
A th le tic s  V ice-C aptain : W. L. Bircumshaw.
C rick e t C aptain  : W. L. Bircumshaw.
C rick e t V ice-Capt.: A. Wheatley.
Swimming C aptain  : A. I. Beeston.
Swimming Vice-Capt.: B. C. Kinston.

The Junior Rugby and Cricket Captains will be chosen later.

In conclusion, may we send our best wishes and remembrances to 
all Old Blues — wherever they may be.

G reen H ouse.

Last year, the House unfortunately missed, by a very narrow margin, 
the much-coveted Hurt Cup. The seniors ended a successful year, 
however, by a decisive victory over Blue House in the final of the 
Cricket Cup. Our juniors, on the other hand, failed miserably, being 
dismissed for only 10 runs in their first encounter with Red Juniors. 
This was no doubt due to lack of practice on their part, a defect which 
must be remedied in the future.

But let us not confine our attention to past failures. Our immediate 
prospects are, to say the least, fair. Both the senior and junior rugger 
teams are strong, but must be improved by constant and unremitting 
practice. If both teams are successful in this sphere, we shall be well 
on the way to victory and the championship.

We lost in July the services of our captain, I. E. Dring, who had been 
for so long, a never-ending source of inspiration to all. We can only 
express our regret at his departure, and wish him every success for the 
future.

Let every member, then, give of his best, and make this year the 
finest in the annals of Green House.

W.E.C.
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Red House.
By winning two out of the last three cups last year, namely the 

Swimming and Junior Cricket Cups, the House finished the term in a 
very pleasing manner. It is a pity that similar successes were not 
gained at the beginning of the year, when not one cup was won. P. J. 
Gadd is to be congratulated on his part in the swimming sports.

H. A. Nichols has brought great distinction to the House by his 
academic successes, and we wish him good luck in his new career.

We heartily congratulate Blue House on winning the coveted Hurt 
Cup, and we sympathise with Greens for just failing to be top house 
for the first time.

The prospects for this year are good, and Red House should once 
again prove a vigorous competitor for the Hurt Cup. The Senior 
rugger team should be able to give a good account of itself, and the 
Junior fifteen has a few of last year’s team to set an example to the 
newcomers. We are sure the Reds need no more encouragement 
to stir themselves to greater efforts, and with everyone doing his very 
best Red House will repeat its success of 1943-44.

To conclude on a serious note, the Reds have lost two of their best 
and most enthusiastic masters in the deaths from enemy action of 
Mr. H. H. G. Davies and Mr. J. Connors. The whole school will 
miss these fine masters after the war, but it will be the Reds who will 
regret their absence most deeply.

J.K.G.
Yellow H ouse.

The results of last year’s House Championships show’ that at present. 
Yellow House is not in a very strong position. This may be due, 
partly, to genuine lack of ability, but it is chiefly due to the unwilling
ness of members to give the House their whole-hearted support. Here 
the fault lies more with the Seniors than w ith the Juniors.

Therefore I should like to see more enthusiasm from the Seniors, 
and if each member does his best to make the house, * cock ’ House 
again, the prospects of this being achieved will be greatly improved. 
The Seniors, if they put their minds to it, ought to do as well as the 
other Houses in the Senior Championships.

The Juniors form an important part of the House organisation and 
the future position and strength of the House rests with them. The 
prospects of the Juniors’ winning the Junior House Trophy are favour
able, and all that is needed to secure it, is their keenness and support. 
Members in the First Forms particularly, should make it one of their 
chief aims to give the House all their support, both now and in the 
future.

Thus, if each member cooperates and tries hard, there is no reason 
why Yellow House should not do well in all the I louse Championships.

J.W.S.
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TEN YEARS AGO
(Extracts from “ The Centaur ” , I ol. 4. No. 8.)

C ricket. 1st XI — Played 11, won 5, lost 3, drew 3.
2nd XI — Played 8, won 5, lost 3.

Swimming : (1) Inter-House Swimming Sports, held at the
Northern Baths on 23rd July, and judged by Miss Redfem.

Results: 1. Blue, 118J pts., 2. Yellow, 117£ pts., ;
3. Red, 109 pts., 4. Green 78J pts.

The School Championship was won by Brown (G.) after a close 
race with Vann (Y).

(2) Nottingham Inter-Schools Relays — between Mundclla, 
High Pavement, Henry Mellish, Mansfield Grammar and West 
Bridgford Schools.

Junior Team — Huckerby (Capt.), Morley, Clarke G., Shaw, 
Marshall, Everington,

Senior Team — Vann (Capt.), Riccomini, Suggett, Fish, Hop- 
kinson.

Results : Junior 1st., Senior 3rd.
M e llish  Society. There were seven events during the 1934-5 

session — two indoor lectures (1. ‘‘ The Aims of the Society” by 
the Headmaster. 2. “ Science and Dentistry ” by Dr. Mason) ; 
three factory visits (1. Sankey’s Earthenware Works. 2. The 
Sugar Beet Factory at Colwick. 3. The L.M.S. Railway Works at 
Derby) ; and two cycle runs (1. The Dukeries, 2. The Hills of 
North Derbyshire).

NEWS OF OLD BOYS
Awards.

Ronald Jephson, Sgt. R.A.F. (1932—34) was recently decorated with 
the Soviet Medal of Valour by Major-General Ivan Susoloparov, 
Soviet representative on the Allied Commission in Rome. This was 
for services rendered in Jugo Slavia, where he was dropped by para
chute to work as a radio operatoi with the Jugo Slav Army.

A. W. Hallam, F/O., R.A.F.V.R. (1933—37) has been awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. The citation reads “ This Officer has 
proved himself to be an outstanding Flight Engineer. He has com
pleted many sorties, including five to Berlin. On one mission to 
Stuttgart, his skilful assistance enabled his captain to continue the 
flight and complete the attack despite the failure of one engine. In 
similar circumstances while attacking Milan, he again displayed 
exceptional ability. His energy and zeal have always been most 
commendable ” .
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Casualties.
G. C. R. Morrell (1937—41) Sub. Lt., F.A.A., lost his life on active 

service this summer (1944). His plane apparently failed him and he 
was lost in the sea. For some time Morrell was a member of the 
School Squadron of the A.T.C.

Frank Walker (1929—34) Cpl., R.A.C., has been killed in action 
in Belgium. His home was in Bulwell and before the war he was 
employed in the Traffic Department of Messrs. Boots. His unit 
was the 15/19 Hussars.

Cecil Amos Clarke (1929—31) Sgt. R.A.F. has been killed while 
engaged in bombing operations over Germany. He had previously 
been reported missing in the night of August 26th-27th. His brother,
R. C. Clarke (1929—30) was killed in India in 1943.

D. R. Wharmby (1932—39) Sgt. R.A.F. lost his life in a plane 
crash in the Pyrenees in July 1944. At first reported missing, he was 
later identified by members of the Free French Forces. Many will 
remember him for his swimming.

Roy Timmins (1933—38) Lt. was killed at Arnhem. Although 
exempt from military service he volunteered for sendee with the 
Sherwood Foresters at the age of 19. He was transferred to the 
Royal Ordnance Corps, commissioned in the Engineers and he then 
volunteered as a Paratrooper. He had seen sendee in North Africa, 
Sicily and Italy.

Frank Hall (1929—33) was killed in action in Normandy. He had 
served in the Forces for a long time and had spent a considerable 
period in Iceland.

Congratulations.
D. M. Cunnington (1936—40) on his engagement before going 

abroad. He is now in Italy.
J. L. Meakin (1936—41) on his marriage.
J. R. Sutton (1932—37) on his marriage to Miss Edna May Lane at 

St. Paul’s Church, Daybrook on August 9th. The bridegroom 
returned earlier in the year from the Middle East and has since been
on several operational flights over Germany.

F. E. Newbold on his engagement.
L. F. T. Orchard (1931—38) Lt., R.A.S.C. on the birth of a son, 

Leonard Paul Owen, 28th July, 1944.
A. Rutt (1929—30) R.A.F., on his marriage, on September 28th at 

Lenton Parish Church to Miss E. Doughty of Lenton. A. Rutt has 
been with the R.A.F. in Rhodesia.

F. H. Jew (1931—35) on his marriage in September to Miss K. 
Gadd, at Arnold. Miss Gadd is the sister of P. J. Gadd (1937—44).

R. D. Learning (1933—39) on his marriage on September 9th to 
Miss Marie J. Burton at Becston.
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Correction.
In our previous issue the rank of A. H. Marshall (1934—39) under 

the heading ‘ Casualties ’ was unfortunately stated wrongly. It 
should have read A. H. Marshall, Fit. Sergeant, R.A.F.

M issing.
We regret to report that J. R. (Boh) Sutton is reported missing from 

an operation over Germany on the night of November 21st.

G eneral.
P. Flint (1934— 41) Lt., 6th Airborne, was on leave recently. He 

has seen service in France.
T. G. Dable (1935—40) Cpl., R.A., was with Light A.A. forces in 

Southern England. He is now reported with B.L.A.
J. Buxton (1935—40) A.B., R.N. visited the School in November. 

He has been on invasion duties on H.M.S. Wimbrel.
J. R. Spencer (1934— 39) Cpl., R.A.S.C., was on leave recently.
D. Flint (1935—40) has been at Coventry. He had an Engineering 

Cadetship.
D. J. D. Tye (1935—40), G. H. Riley (1936—42) and H. Whitehead 

(1935—40) have also been at Coventry with similar Cadetships.
J. B. Hogg (1930—35) Lt., is in Iraq attached to 10th Army. He 

served with the R.A. 1939—41 and was commissioned in the Indian 
Army at Belgaum. He was promoted Lt. in 1942 whilst in Iran in 
charge of Supply Columns to Russia. He is Physical Training and 
Sports Officer for the unit to which he is attached.

C. E. Marshall (1929—30) Lt., Indian Army, is also engaged in 
similar work in the same region.

J. V. Tomlinson (1935—39), Sub-Conductor, I., A.O.C. is at 
Jubbulpore, Central Provinces, India. He has been on Training 
duties for two years.

Geoffrey R. Ottey (1932—35), Captain, 43rd Cavalry, is in India. 
His address is I.A.C. Armoured Car School, Ferozepore, India Com
mand. He would be pleased to see any Henry Mellish Old Boys 
passing through Ferozepore.

F. E. Newbold (1937—42), L.R./Mech. R.N. has been in the Isle 
of Man. With him undergoing the same training were J. A. Sherwood 
(1936—41), P. J. Hill (1937—42) and E. C. M. Luddington (1937— 
43). E J. Northfield (1937-42) Sig. and R. W. Belcher (1937—42), 
Tel., w'ere also there, whilst R. C. Cullen (1929—36), LR./Mech., 
had left in October, 1944.
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T. A. Magness (1929—32), F.O., R.A.F., has been a Training 
Officer in South Africa. He is expecting a move. He was proud 
to receive his commission from Field-Marshal C. J. Smuts.

G. R. Goodall (1929-—34), M.Sc., has left his post with Consolidated 
Oilfields, Trinidad after three years abroad. He is now engaged 
upon work of national importance near Liverpool. Whilst in Trinidad 
he offered hospitality to Old Boys who were in training with F.A.A.

W. Keeling (1929—34), B.Sc., has visited the School this year. He 
has a responsible position with Rolls-Royce, and is at present in 
Scotland.

K. T. Watson (1932—38) is working for the Air Ministry.
Mr. S. Knox, F/Lt., R.A.F. met R. M. Binch (1932—37) F.O., 

R.A.F. in Calcutta.
Barry Redgate (1936—42) has been awarded the Apprentices’ Prize 

this year. The book of his choice was presented to him by Sir Fred
erick Handley Page at the Apprentices’ Dinner, October, 1944.

K. C. Buckle (1936—42) has enjoyed a holiday in a rest camp in one 
of the National Parks in the U.S.A.

In July E. D. Cooper (1933—38) was unable to go with his crew on 
one of their operations (in the M.E.F.). This proved fortunate for 
him as the plane was lost with its crew.

J. J. Cowlishaw (1938—43) is taking a six months’ course in French 
and Spanish at Liverpool University.

C. Dakin (1937—42) has volunteered for service as a paratroop.
C. T. Greenwood (1938—41) obtained his H.S.C. with a ‘ Good ’ 

in Chemistry only one year after G.S.C. He transferred to Kibworth, 
Beauchamp Grammar School from the Henry Mellish School in 1941 
when in Form IVa.

L. G. Guilor (1936—41) and Russell Ball (1932—38) arc now 
stationed in Scotland with the F.A.A. Whilst in Trinidad they were 
entertained by G. R. Goodall.

T . E. Harrison (1935—39) and T. E. Sutton (1936—40) are at the 
same R.A.F. station.

J. Heath (1935—40) at an O.T.U. in the Middle East had R. Cherry 
(1932—39) as his navigation instructor.

C. A. Holmes (1937—42) is in the U.S.A.
At Leicester F. R. Jones (1937—41) obtained a Full Technological 

Certificate, First Class, a First Class Pass in all the hosiery section of 
the City and Guilds Examination, and a Silver Medal.

F. Kightley (1933—38) who has been serving in Burma, was on 
convalescent leave in India in July.
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P. A. Morley (1933—41), now a Military Policeman, recently took 
an exciting week’s course in Jeep driving.

R. Peat (1936—41) is driving a lorry for the Army in France.
P. B. Redgate (1935—40) is still with the R.A.F. in Canada.
O. Smith (1929—36) is in India and claims that most of his time is 

spent in “ chairbome ” operations. His brother B. R. Smith (1929— 
—35) is in Italy.

W. Lebeter (1938—43) is now in the R.N.
M. Muir (1936—39) Sgt., R.A.F., who was shot down over the 

continent on 27th May this year, reached England on September 12th. 
After hiding for a time he was a P.O.W. for nine weeks but was re
lieved at Brussels when the British Army entered.

J. A. Riccomini (1929—35), Lt., R.A.S.C., visited the School on 
November 2nd, 1944. He had been a P.O.W. in Italy for some time 
after capture in North Africa. He made his escape during transfer 
to Germany and reached England via Switzerland and France.

K. W. Brown (1931—38), S/O., has been loaned to the A.T.A. as 
a pilot by the R.A.F.

P. N. Garner (1934—39) is now flying with B.O.A.C. from head
quarters at Baltimore, U.S.A.

C. H. Eggleston (1931—37), C.Q.M.S., Royal Signals, is still 
stationed in India.

J. R. Green (1929—32) Lt., 101 Provost Coy., is with the C.M.F. 
He has sent Christmas Greetings to the Head Master from Italy.

F. J. Minchin (1932—39), C. W. Allen (1930—36) and G. A. 
Johnson (1932—39), all R.A.F., are at various stations in Eastern 
England.

Donald Carpenter (1929—34) is now Livestock Officer to the Bed
fordshire War Agricultural Committee.

E. Allen (1930—36) has been with the Army on the Burma Front 
for a long time now. After suffering the common ailments conse
quent upon service in this region, he has been transferred temporarily 
to Office work.

H. E. Reeve (1934— 40) Tpr., R.A.C. is driving lorries in Italy, 
being stationed at Bari.

Tom Morley (1932—39) is now a P.O.W. at Stalag IVB in Germany. 
He is making the best possible out of his life and takes an active part 
in Rugger and Dramatics at the Camp.

S. Best (1929—35), F/O., R.A.F., has been engaged on the Intelli
gence Branch for some time in England. By the time this is printed 
he will be abroad.
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O. Newbery (1929—33) Capt., R.A.S.C., called at the School in 
November. He was wounded while with the invading army in 
Normandy soon after D-Day. Captain Newbery is fit again and will 
probably return overseas shortly.

C. B. Stallard (1929—30) is serving with the R.A. in India.
A. Greenhalgh (1933—40), Petty Officer, R.N., engaged on radio 

work, is returning from the Indian Ocean (November 1944) to take a 
further course. His brother —

T. Greenhalgh (1936—41) is a signaller with the Navy and is stationed 
abroad.

L. Spolton (1929—32), for long a Met. Officer with the R.A.F., is 
now stationed in the Azores.

L. Horspool (1936—41) has been wounded in Italy.

Since our last issue the following have visited the School and signed 
Mr. F. White’s book : C. R. Taylor, L. H. Street, J. H. Buckle, 
K. L. W. Hall, R. Davies, P. Lambert, J. Radford, N. H. J. Wood, 
A. Webster, F. A. Roberts, W. E. Branson, P. Wilson, J. R. Parr, 
G. A. Johnson, C. Dakin, T. E. Harrison, J. H. Riley, P. D. H. Cottrill, 
K. W. Brown, P. N. Gamer, A. H. Bosworth, Mr. Muir, F. J. R. 
Newbutt, R. Ball, L. G. Guilor, L. A. Guilor, L. A. Wright, P. A. 
Morley, K. I. Procter, T. S. Crossland, S. Best, J. Riccomini, E. J. 
Northfield, J. A. Smart, G. A. Dykes, E. W. Tryner, O. Newbery,
F. E Newbold, R. Plant, B. J. Ward, J. Buxton.

SIKOLLAJI.

Psychology, besides being difficult to spell, has many other draw
backs. For instance, if one of the wise and psychic gentlemen who 
specialize in understanding the human mind were to see the above 
title, he would consider it a splendid chance to air his knowledge. 
After pondering deeply, he would state that the above arrangement 
of letters is due to the fact that one of my ancestors was compelled by 
his ignorant tutor to spell such advanced words as “ cat ” and “ dog ” 
while of too tender an age.

A typical rock on which the foundations of psychology are built, is 
the indisputable fact that if a man expresses a desire to plough up the 
lawn, it is because he has a hatred of his wife’s new hat. There is 
no obvious connection between the cause and effect, but a connection 
is quite necessary, as is proved by the following passage. It is taken 
from a book on psychology — and written by a psychologist.

At that moment a terrible cry arose : “ The ship is sinking ! ”
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But the captain was not on board ; he was over the side, planting 
potatoes.

“ Shark ! ” cried the chauffeur ; and indeed, a shark it was.
At that moment a boy approached the captain’s bridge :
“ Father,” he said, “ I cannot tell a lie : it was I that cut down the 

apple tree.”
This makes perfect sense, if you are psychologically intelligent — 

but your intelligence is usually thwarted by your having been ill- 
treated while young. Naturally, a young child should never be struck, 
even if the howling brat keeps the neighbours awake all night, or 
insists on plastering its food on the window-pane. For if the little 
pet is so harshly manhandled by the unreasoning brute of a parent, it 
will grow up as a savage criminal, and delight in cruel and foul murders.

And if you do not like this article, my advice to you is to be careful, 
as you will probably be arrested in the near future, for queue-breaking.

D.R.A. (VI. U.E.)

THE PRICE OF THE TRIP.
Somewhere in the South of England, a large car drew up at the back 

entrance to a garage and for the next five minutes one might have seen 
petrol loaded into it in cans and tank. When all was ready, the driver 
waited while a stout little man descended from the vehicle and dis
appeared into the darkness of the garage to where his friend, the pro
prietor sat in his office, alone.

“ Thanks for the extra petrol, old man ” , he wheezed. “ Just off 
to Devon — the Black Boy Hotel — fine place — do you know it ?” 
“ No, I don’t ; but don’t thank me for the petrol. I  get it quite easily. 
Hope you have a good time.”

“ Thanks, I will. Goodbye.”

Two days out from home a battered, leaky, petrol tanker was flying 
before a terrific gale. Down in the forecastle the men, thoroughly 
wet and cold, were talking of home. “ Just think ”, said one ; “ in three 
days I shall see my kid for the first time.”

“ Lucky beggar,” said an old salt. “ My missus was blowed i p 
with a doodle-bug last month. I wish those blasted Nazis’d show 
up now ; I ’d show em, the murderers.” As he spoke a rosy-faced 
lad of about seventeen popped his head in.

“ Starboard watch, turn out,” he yelled, leaning on the door. “ And 
it’s a blinkin’ awful day ; sea’s as high as the fore-truck.
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“ Shut the perishin’ door, can’t you, mate,” wailed a middle-aged 
man from his bunk ; “ how d’y’ expect a fellow to draw or write with 
everything blown out of his hand ? ” The port watch came in and 
the starboard watch went out.

“ Oh for a car 1 — its tank full o’ the stuff we are carrying,” re
marked the skipper as the starboard watch appeared from bebw.

“ Yes, sir,” said the mate, clutching at the bridge rail, as he spoke, 
to prevent himself sliding the length of the bridge on his back. “ We’ll 
all be glad to reach home.”

But almost before he had finished speaking, something whistled 
through the air, and landed fair and square on the bridge ; there was 
a brilliant flash and the next minute the ship was a blazing tomb.

The wireless operator found his set out of order, but he braved the 
flames and warned the convoy they were with, by blowing on the steam 
whistle, until the ship sank, the word “ Raider.”

“ I  get it quite easily.” Easily ?
B.C. (Vb).

RECOLLECTIONS.

1 left Germany in January 1939, after spending nearly the first ten 
years of my life there. I cannot remember much of the time before 
the Hitlerite persecution of us Jews began, as those last years of terror 
stick too vividly in my memory. I need not give many examples to 
show that the word terror is rather an understatement than an exag
geration.

Our Jewish school was joined to a synagogue, and one morning we 
found both in flames. A crowd of Nazi firemen and S.S. men were 
standing around laughing and smoking, occasionally throwing more 
petrol on the burning buildings.

During the “ pogroms ”, months of especially fierce and cruel 
persecution of the Jews, Jewish shops were wrecked and plundered, 
and men and women dragged off to concentration camps from any
where, their one “ crime ” being that they were Jetcs. Jewish books, 
scriptures and other holy writings were heaped on great bonfires in 
the streets with hordes of fanatical Storm Troopers yelling with glee 
around them. Nor were all the Christian authors spared. For 
instance the books of Thomas Mann — a great sympathiser of the 
Jews and hater of the Nazis — were also burned, and it was forbidden 
to read them.

Then at the end of 1938 came the great news, which meant so much 
to my parents and to myself. My father had been granted per
mission by English authorities to come over to Great Britain and work
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here. We were delirious with joy. But now we had to consider 
getting out of Germany. My parents arranged for me to leave with 
a transport of Jewish children under the guidance of Jewish authorities.

That day in January, 1939 will always stay in my memory ; my 
arrival at the station, my farewell to my parents, the boarding of the 
train and finally its departure. I took a last look at the Germany I 
hated so much, with its black-shirted S.S. men and brown-shirted 
storm troopers. How glad I was to leave that evil place.

The train carried us to Holland where the Queen or Princess (I was 
in too much of a daze to remember which) gave us soup and refresh
ments, and made a little speech wishing us luck. Here the German 
officials departed and their places were taken by the Dutch.

The next and last part of the journey was by ship to — England. 
This trip was made in the night, but none of us slept. In the morning 
we found ourselves in an English port at Harwich. From there we 
were taken to a home (financed by charitable Englishmen) also at 
Harwich. I stayed here for about a week and then my aunt, who was 
already in England took me to her house. She discovered a kind 
headmaster of a private school who took me in as a boarder.

During those first weeks in England I was treated with nothing but 
kindness, kindness which I had never (in Germany) believed possible 
in human beings.

In February my parents arrived — what a reunion ! We had parted 
in hell, and now met again in heaven.

So began the happy times we have had in England — in spite of the 
blitz — for the indomitable spirit of England was enough to keep 
anyone happy. Here in England we hope to stay, for here in England 
we have found freedom and happiness.

J.B. (IVa)
COMING WINTER.

In field and forest,
Copse and glen,
Signs of winter 
Appear to men.

The trees are bare,
The hedgerows too,
The fallow fields 
Have an earthy hue.

Carpets of leaves 
Cover the ground,
A cheerless prospect 
Is seen around.
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Grey clouds overhead 
Go hurrying by.
Snow will soon fall.
Storms are nigh.

Woodland creatures —
Foxes and hares —
Have gone to earth 
To their burrows and lairs.

The songsters are silent,
The thrush and the tit,
They search hard for food 
There is hardly a bit.

The signs are quite plain.
Winter is here.
Bringing sorrow and sadness 
— And joy and good cheer.

W.T.M. (Vb).

FOG.

What do we visualise when we read the word fog ? — A grey mist 
shrouding all, changing the face of the country to a realm of ghost
like beings, damp, dark, sometimes even terrifying, as though the 
clouds had dropped down and enclosed everything in their billowy 
folds. How thankful one is to be indoors in front of a warm, crackling 
fire, instead of groping one’s way through the clammy mists that 
envelop the world outside !

Which two words seem most associated with the word fog ? Novem
ber, and London. November, the worst month for fog, in a country 
renowned for its fog, is a month of drizzling rain and of frost, but also 
a month when all over England that dense vapour called fog swoops 
down and muffles everything into silence. And what great city 
during that month is most famous for its “ pea-soup ” fogs ” ? Imagine 
yourself in London on a foggy night. How empty the streets seem ! 
How your footsteps echo eerily in the silence of the night ! Over all 
rests a blanket of damp, awesome mist, so dense that it is almost 
necessary to push one’s way through it, as it smothers the sleeping 
city. It seeps under doors ; long fingers of it filter through keyholes, 
to vanish, as though ashamed, in the cheerful, blaze of the fire and the 
brilliant glare of the lights. Buildings loom suddenly through the 
gloom, grown to terrific proportions. How feeble seem the street 
lamps, trying bravely but vainly to penetrate this clammy mass, which 
seeks to gather everything, with its long, curling fingers, into its oppres
sive folds. How glad one is to enter the cheerful atmosphere of the
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house, to be out of that evil mass which seems to harbour all that is 
menacing in its stealthy embrace !”

“ The fog comes.
On little cat feet.
It sits looking 
Over harbour and city,
On silent haunches 
And then moves on.”

Eventually, with dawn, the sun will shine forth. What a change ! 
The gloom which seemed before the all-conqueror, slinks away 
like a beaten dog, hides itself we know not where, vanishes before the 
invincible rays of the sun which reappears over a world cleansed of 
its evil invader.

J.M. ( I I I a).
CHRISTMAS REVERIE.

Jimmy Blott was amazed. Surely it was only yesterday that this 
shop had been almost empty, the shelves bare, and only a few oddments 
not worth a second glance in the window, together with many bills and 
posters on the walls showing pictures of wonderful toys of long years 
ago. He must have been dreaming, for — there was no doubt about 
it — here was Jimmy (he pinched himself to make sure), here was the 
shop all lit up, and here, right in front of him, was the finest display 
of toys he had ever seen in his life. The most striking display of all 
was a huge Meccano railway train, complete with streamlined engine, 
lighted carriages, signals, tunnels, stations, etc. There were scores 
of different kinds of aeroplanes, ships, cars, tanks, and lorries. There 
were forts, soldiers on foot, soldiers on horse-back, guns, and motor 
transport galore. There were boxes of paints, drawing books, 
spinning-tops, and other new toys such as he had never seen in his 
life. What a sight ! He must be asleep and dreaming. But, no, 
he must be awake, because, at the moment the Meccano model came 
to life and the train went speeding round the track. Besides, he had 
his hands in his pockets and he could hear the jingle of many coins. 
Yes, that was the train he was going to buy, and one of those forts, 
and a Churchill tank — if he had enough money left.

He moved slowly towards the door of the shop and put out his 
hand to grasp the handle. But w hat was this his fingers closed upon ? 
It was a stump of pencil surely. He looked back — where was now 
that brilliant shop window ? It had disappeared !

“ Blott ! ” thundered a voice. “ What does x equal ?” Poor 
Jimmy gave a violent start. He blinked his eyes and found that 
instead of gazing into that brilliant shop window, he was looking 
straight into the “ windows ” of the maths-master.

M o ra l : Don’t buy another boy’s Christmas Pudding and then
fall asleep in the class-room.
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JACKETS
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GUNN & MOORE SPORTS GOODS
THE FINEST OF ALL I

■  CRICKET
■  T E N N IS
■  B A D M IN T O N
■  S Q U A S H
■  H O C K E Y

The quality of Gunn & Moore 
Sports Goods has been re
nowned all over the world 
since 1885. From the finest 
materials and workmanship 
o b t a i n a b l e  — t he y  a r e  

unexcelled.

■  FO O TBALL
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■  IN D O O R
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R E P A I R S
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Cricket Bats and Hockey 
Sticks (any make) also 
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The work is carried out 
In our usual standard of 
high class craftsmanship, 
making the bats, etc., 
equal to new for practical 
purposes. Note, repair 
work can be carried out 
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on application.

Owing to the limitation of supplies It is impossible to 
Issue new catalogues. Send your enquiries for new equip
ment and quotation will be sent without obligation.

PERMITS REQUIRED W ITH ORDERS FOR PRIORITY 
SPORTS GOODS.

Gunn & Moore l™
49 CARRINGTON STREET, NOTTINGHAM
Telephone 40714. Telegrams : "Autograph. Nottingham.”

FREDERICK HARRINGTON
DRAPER, FURNISHER
SPECIALIST IN  SCHOOL, HOSPITAL 
AND INSTITUTION REQUIREMENTS

MAKERS OF
Blinds, Curtains, Pelmets, Loose 
Covers, Stage Curtains, etc., etc.

6 & 8 Broad Marsh, Nottingham
Telephone: 45045 (2 lines)
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7L Glor /̂Iradition
MANY YEARS OF SERVICE have gone to the 

creation of Marsden’s goodwill. Service In peace
time; service in war. Always a consistent desire to 
develop an increasingly efficient organisation for 
the distribution of good, nourishing, wholesome 
food.

Such a tradition has been well worth working 
for. It nas proved a tower of strength in these 
anxious days. And the benefits are vn"”  .!
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