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EDITORIAL
The question of the superiority of Arts over Science, or vice-versa, 

in the world is an age-old question and one which has provoked much 
controversial discussion. To-day in all the strife of a world at war, 
the problem is more urgently debated — which shall play the greater 
part in the making of the new world ?

The majority of our eminent politicians have studied the problem 
and have eloquently expressed their views on it. Yet cannot the 
solution be presented in far simpler, everyday terms ? The solution 
is simple, and should therefore be expressed in a straightforward way.

Many people, all violently 1 artistic ’ in outlook, have emphatically 
stated that this war began through the progress and development of 
Science. The scientists, they argue, invented these infernal machines 
which destroy mankind and so plunged the world into a terrible death- 
struggle. Yet if we asked a scientist to what use he would put the 
aeroplane, for instance, the last thing he would mention would be 
destruction. No true scientist wishes to destroy ; on the contrary 
he wishes to improve society as much as possible. The true aim of 
Science is not destruction but creation.

However, it is true to say that Science, although it is supplying the 
popular demand, has tended to make the peoples of the world far too 
materialistic in outlook. People now think in terms of machines, 
and unless we are very careful man will rapidly become the slave of 
the machine. Even now men work to feed a machine for sixteen 
hours a day and go home too tired for anything but sleep — only to 
arise next morning to become once again a machine-feeder ; and this 
process continues endlessly. People have little time for anything 
other than work.

It is said that History repeats itself — which implies that we do 
not learn the lesson History teaches, and to that extent study of History 
may be considered as in itself a cause of war. For example, Hitler, 
having studied History, found that Bismarck used war as an “ instru
ment of policy ” to realise his ambitions and so thought it right to 
follow his example. But this is not the lesson we should learn from 
History ; from it we should recognise the mistakes of our prede
cessors and avoid a recurrence of them. War is a fatal mistake and 
from the previous tragedies in the world’s history we should learn 
to guard against it.

Study of the Arts develops beauty and culture and should not 
imply the destruction of mankind. If people were educated in the 
liberal arts, a greater standard of culture would be reached and the 
world would realise the utter futility of war.

From this it can be seen that, as Sir Roger de Coverley observed, 
“ There is much to be said on both sides neither faculty is of any 
use without the other. In future, instead of petty squabbles between 
Arts and Science, a greater attempt must be made at co-operation. 
When we are able to combine the beautiful with the utilitarian, then, 
and only then, shall we have a world which will more nearly approach 
perfection. I.E.D.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
Head Prefect: 
Vice-Captain :
Full Prefects:

•
Sub.-Prefects:

House Captains:

Captain of Cricket: 
Vice-Captain:

I. E. Dring.
H. A. Nickols.
F. G. Lacev, R. F. McBride, N. F. Sharpe, 
0 . Whyatt, P. J. Gadd, S. H. Taylor.
F. J. Birkin, G. Knight, A. W. Tansey, M. A. 
Ball, A. I. Beeston, W. L. Bircumshaw, W. E. 
Clarke, J. K. Guilor, R. A. Marshall, F. Mills, 
C. F. Noble, P. R. H. Riley, T. W. Silkstone,
J. W. Stacey.
Blue House : R. F. McBride.
G reen House : I. E. Dring.
Red House: H. A. Nickols.
Yellow H ouse : A. W. Tansey.
I. E. Dring.
W. F. Bircumshaw.

SCHOOL NOTES
We regret to announce the death, early in January, of a member of 

our Board of Governors, Mr. T. E. Banks. In spite of his short 
tenure of office, he was an active member and regular attender and had 
the good of the School at heart. We extend our deepest sympathies 
to his family.

His place as County Council representative has been filled by Mr. 
W. Lee of Burton Joyce, and we cordially welcome him to the Board.

We are losing from the Staff of the School this term three mistresses, 
and very much regret their departure ; they are Mrs. Ellis, Mrs. 
Norman and Miss Smedley.
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Mrs. Ellis came here in January 1943 and since then has imparted 
her love and enthusiasm for English and Music to all her classes, and, 
in the case of music, to an even wider circle. The School particularly 
remembers with pleasure the musical programmes provided by the 
Orchestra on the occasion of the school plays.

Mrs. Norman has been, since joining the Staff here in September 
1941, a source of inspiration and an encyclopaedia of knowledge on 
biological subjects to an ever-growing number of enthusiasts, and will 
always be remembered for her human approach to even the most 
scientific of topics. Mrs. Norman is taking up a similar post to her 
present one, but in her native land ; she goes to Loretto School, 
Midlothian, near Edinburgh.

Miss Smedley is going to Loughborough College School to take up 
a position similar to her present one. Miss Smedley was appointed here 
in June 1941, to take the place of Mr. R. R. S. Bennett.

Her work throughout has been characterised by the greatest enthu
siasm and efficiency and her loss will be most keenly felt by the Mathe
matics and Science Departments.

We wish all three a happy future, whatever lot befall them ; our 
kindest thoughts go with them for they leave nothing but the happiest 
of memories behind them.

We offer our best wishes and congratulations to Miss Butterfield 
on her marriage to Lieut. E. W. Farr, R.A., now on leave from the 
Eight Army after its arduous campaign in North Africa. We are 
glad to know that Mrs. Farr will be with us next term, and we wish 
her and her husband every happiness.

A new office — that of School Matron — has been created this 
term, and we welcome to the position Mrs. B. S. Baylis who left 
Messrs. H. P. Bulmer and Co., of Hereford, where she was Welfare 
Officer, to come here.

R. P. Houghton, W. L. Bircumshaw, I. E. Dring, J. K. Guilor and 
J. A. Buckle were selected to play for the Notts. Public Schoolboys’ 
XV in several games in the Easter Holidays.

A number of boys attended a week-end course on Religion in Second
ary Schools, held at Newark High School, April 21st to 24th.

The Christmas Collection amounted to £13 18s. 2d., later made up 
to £14 10s. 0d.; of this seven guineas went to found an “ ocean 
library ” on a ship, and the remainder to the Salvation Army 
towards providing Christmas treats.
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On January 20th., 105 boys attended the Albert Hall to hear a 
concert given by the Nottingham Harmonic Orchestra, conducted by 
Herbert Bardgett.

An Old Boy, Chief Petty Officer Frank Gething (1930—1937) of 
Hucknall, visited school on March 7th, and talked to the Fifth and 
Sixth Forms on the co-operation of the Navy with the Eighth Army 
in the advance from El Alamein to Tripoli. His talk was illustrated 
by some of his own sketches in colour.

On the morning of 30th March, Major Bewicke of the Tank Corps 
addressed the whole school on the Battle of Mareth. An appreciation 
of his talk will be found in later pages.

In the afternoon of the same day the Headmaster distributed the 
prizes for the School Year 1942-1943. Mr. H. G. Robinson, the 
Principal of the Midland Agricultural College and Dean of the Faculty 
of Agriculture, Nottingham University, was to have presented the 
prizes on March 29th, but interference due to subsidence made it 
impossible to use the School Hall at that time.

The Juniors created three new records in the Athletic Sports on 
May 9th. Rex P. J. jumped 4 ft. 1 in. in the High Jump, Smedley 
F. J. 13 ft. 8 ins. in the Long Jump, and the Green House Relay Team 
(A. J. Salmon, J. M. Parsons, G. H. Ella and F. Famworth) completed 
the course in 48.7 secs.

In connection with the Anglo-Polish Conference held in Nottingham 
in May, a lecture on Education in Poland was given in the Shakespeare 
Street Lecture Theatre. A number of senior boys attended the 
lecture and very much appreciated the talk, the discussion which 
followed and the films shown in illustration.

On the 17th and 18th of May the School Dramatic Society presented 
four one-act plays, the proceeds in aid of the Old Boys’ Association. 
The Association has benefited by ^12 10s. Od. as a result.

We have pleasure in acknowledging letters and “ Centaur ” contri
butions from two Old Boys, Capt. N. J. Parry, R.A., {India Command), 
and W. T. Jackson (now studying at Glasgow Veterinary College).

Some personal impressions of Africa — by 6396319 C.Q.M.S. 
J. J. Shaw, (No. 2 - WA - P.T.C.) Nigeria Regiment, West African 
Force — will be found in later pages. C.Q.M.S. Shaw writes prim
arily to thank the School for cigarettes sent last year through the 
Overseas Tobacco League, but his letter is much more than a mere 
acknowledgement, as readers will appreciate.
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Under the auspices of C.E.M.A. (Council for the Encouragement of 
Music and the Arts), the Midland Regional Designers’ Group is taking 
a number of art exhibitions to various places in the district. One such 
exhibition is being held for a few weeks in the School Art Room. 
There are thirty paintings by local artists (including three by Miss 
Birch) and they have occasioned much stimulating discussion on the 
subject of modern art.

We heartily congratulate the following on their success in gaining 
University Scholarships and Exhibitions — R. F. McBride ( E x h i 
bition, Queen’s College, Cambridge), H. A. Nickols (Foundation 
Scholarship, University College, Nottingham), F. J. Birkin (Exhibition 
University College, Nottingham), P. J. Gadd and N. F. Sharpe 
(Awarded Studentships, University College, Nottingham).

To the above list of scholarship successes we are now able to add 
the results of the County Senior Examination — R. F. McBride was 
placed 1st in the County, H. A. Nickols, 2nd., F. G. Lacey, 7th., and 
F. J. Birkin, 14th.

A different kind of success we celebrate in congratulating F. G. Lacey 
on the authorship of a Passion Play, “ King of the Jews ”, presented 
in Daybrook (St. Paul’s) Church on Good Friday. It is to be published 
shortly.

It has been suggested that a complete set of “ Centaurs ” would be 
a welcome addition to the school library and with the intention of 
presenting such a set we have been collecting back numbers, but have 
been unable to find Nos. 1, 4, 5 and 6. We should be grateful to 
Old Boys who could let us have any of these.

The programme for the Bulwell “ Salute the Soldier ” Week in
cluded two items in which the School played a p a r t: on Friday, 
June 16th, a dance was held in the School Hall, and on Monday, June 
19th, the School Cricket XI, captained by Harold Larwood, played a 
Services XI (which included Arthur Staples, formerly of Notts. 
County). The result was a draw ; Services XI made 97 runs, and the 
School 93 for 6 wickets.

Next term begins on Tuesday, 12th September and ends on Friday, 
15th December.

We acknowledge receipt of the following magazines, and apologise 
for possible omissions:—Brun, Granthamian, The Mitre, Mundella 
Magazine, Newtonian, Nottinghamian, Spectrum.

The members of the Magazine Committee for this number are :— 
Messrs. Adams, Goodall, Marshall, Morecroft and T. E. Smith, and 
I. E. Dring, F. G. Lacey, R. F. McBride, H. A. Nickols and J. K. 
Guilor.
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VALETE.

VI H. L. Street, J. A. Buckle, J. Davies, J. Drinkwatcr, N. P. 
Hickman, E. Ward, W. A Arnold, S. Hobson, D. Murray.

V R. W. Leivers, D. Burton, F. E. Croft, J. R. B. Oscroft, R. A. 
Sly, A. G. Hunt.

IV T. Hazeldine, A. Pollard, N. B. Scott, J. M. Spurr, P. Stephenson.

II F. Bradfield.

AVETE.

IV J. M. Spurr.

III  A. E. Greinig, G. E. Tegerdine.

II E. N. Freeman, M. S. Layboum.
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RUGBY 1944
The conclusion of the first half of the season left the 1st XV with 

admirable prospects for the second half. Unfortunately only three 
matches were arranged and there was little opportunity for the players 
to display any talent. The first match tended to dash all hopes to 
the ground for we were defeated by 22 points to nil. However, in 
the last two matches there was considerable improvement ; co-operation 
between the forwards and backs was good and a fine team spirit pre
vailed. Sound defence and vigorous attack were the main features 
of both games.

The season was, as a whole, unfortunate, for in only four games 
was a full team available. However, the side was by no means dis
heartened and every game was thoroughly enjoyed.

I.E.D.
RESULTS.

v. Nottingham High School (Home) Lost 0—22.
A lack of weight in the pack resulted in disaster. The backs were 

always having to look for the ball and therefore the attack was weak
ened.
v. Alderman Newton’s School (Home) Drawn 9—9.

The XV showed much improvement. The ball came back from 
the forwards and the backs made every use of their opportunities, 
v. Newark Magnus School (Home) Won 11—9.

Co-operation coupled with a sound defence and strong attack brought 
a well-earned win for the team.

SECOND RUGBY XV.
The Second XV had a fairly successful season this year, winning 

six and losing two of the nine matches played. The remaining one, 
an away match against Humphrey Perkins’ School, resulted in a tie.

The school team must be considered lucky in so far as none of its 
matches had to be cancelled because of inclement weather.
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Much praise is due to our forwards, (ably led by T. W. Silkstone, 
who was also responsible for some accurate place-kicking) whose play 
was excellent in every match.

The players in the Second XV this season were:—Sterland, 
Silkstone, Brown R., Barnard, Reeve, McBride, Ward, Bird, Howard, 
Newbery, C. D., Buck, Foulston, Wood, Wing, Pashley, Berrisford, 
Thompson, Spray, Drinkwater, Brown, Heath, Newbury, Hawksworth 
and Alford.

Three Second XV matches and one Under 16 match have been 
played since the last issue of the “ Centaur.” The following are the 
results:—
Jan. 22nd. v. Nottingham High School (Away) Lost 27—3.

This match was remarkable for the fact that the Mellish forwards 
never succeeded in sending the ball out to the three-quarters. This, 
however, was not surprising, as it was evident from the first that our 
pack was heavily outweighted by the Nottinghamians. Several of 
the tries scored against us were due to the unwillingness of our players 
to tackle low, the majority seemingly being obsessed with the idea that 
“ neck pulling ” is more effective than the orthodox manner of tackling : 
it is to be hoped that this defect will be remedied in future matches. 
Our players would do well to note the fine co-operation of their 
opponents.
Jan. 29th. v. Humphrey Perkins School (Home) Won 29—3.

In this match our forwards were considerably heavier than their 
opponents, with the result that our three-quarters were able to do more 
attacking than in previous matches. However, most of the tries 
scored were due to individual work rather than to co-operation among 
the three-quarters. It was evident that more practice is needed for 
the back division.
Feb. 5th. v. Newark Magnus School (Away) Won 9—0.

This match was probably the best and most enjoyable match of the 
present Rubgy season. The packs were fairly well matched, and 
both three-quarter lines had plenty to do, both in attack and defence. 
Our three-quarter work was appreciably better than in previous 
matches.

UNDER 16 XV.
Feb. 26th v. Mount St. Mary’s School (Home) Lost 11—0.

Our three-quarters were entirely unable to cope with their opposite 
numbers, and it was chiefly through the good defence of our forwards 
that the score was kept down to reasonable proportions. J.H.S.

COLTS.
V. Newark Magnus School (Home) 
v. King’s School, Grantham (Home), 
v. Nottingham High School (Away)

Won 15—8. 
Won 19—0. 
Lost 6—12.



THE CENTAUR Eleven

ATHLETIC SPORTS 1944
The Annual School Sports were held on Tuesday, May 9th before 

the usual appreciative crowd of boys, parents and visitors. The 
weather was perfect for such an occasion and three School records 
were broken — in the Junior High Jump, the Junior Long Jump and 
the Junior Relay Race.

RESULTS.
Cricket Ball.

Junior : Sale (Y), Pickering (R), Famworth (G), 55 yds. 1 ft. llins. 
M iddle : Middleton (G), Whittaker (Y), Foreman (G) 80 yds. 6 ins.
Senior : Stacey (Y), Spray (R), Kingsley (G). 80 yds. 7 ins.

Putting the Shot.
Junior : (4 lbs.) Sims (G), Rattenbury (R).
M iddle : (6 lbs.) Butler (Y), Sale (Y), Baxter (Y). 36 feet.
M iddle : (8 lbs.) Wilford (G), Haywood (B), Heath (B). 36 feet, 6 ins. 
Senior : (12 lbs.) Dring (G), Houghton (G), Stacey (Y). 32 feet, 3 ins.

High Jump.
Junior : Rex (Y), Moore (G), Taylor (R). 4 feet, 1 in.
M iddle : Foster (Y), Bonser (G), Williamson (B). 4 feet, 5 ins.
Senior : Howard (R), McBride (B), and Drinkwater (R). 4 feet, 10 ins.

Long Jump.
Junior : Smedley (R), Schofield (R), Hill (Y). 13 feet, 8 ins.
M iddle : Nequest (B), Foster (Y), Topliss (Y). 14 feet, 10 J ins.
Senior : Chappie (B) Reeve (B), Taylor (B). 17 feet.

Mile.
Barker (B), Knight (G), Widdowson (R). 5 mins., 30 secs.

Javelin.
Barker (B), Wilson (R), Jennison (R).

Throwing the Discus.
M iddle : Foster (Y), Cornell (R), Lawrence (G). 80 feet, 11 ins.
Senior : Stacey (Y), Barker (B), McBride (B). 96 feet, 9 ins.

80 Yards.
Junior : Farnsworth (G), Measham (B), Rex (Y). 10 2/5 secs.
M iddle : Hufton (R), Middleton (G), Silver (B). 10 secs.

100 Yards.
Chappie (B), Haywood (B), Taylor (B). 10 7/10 secs.

180 Yards.
Junior : Measham (B), Morley (B), and Ella (G). 24| secs.
M iddle : Hufton (R), Nequest (B), Middleton (G).

220 Yards.
Chappie (B), Rowlson (G), Houghton (G). 25 1 /5 secs.

Relay.
Junior : Green, Yellow, Red. 48.7 secs.
M iddle : Blue, Yellow, Green. 45.78 secs.
S enior: Yellow, Green, Blue. 51.86 secs.

FIN A L  O R D E R : Blue, G reen, Yellow, Red.

(Blue House retained the Clifton Cup, won from Yellow House in 1943.)

\
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CRICKET
At the beginning of the season the 1st XI eagerly looked forward to 

yet another successful run, as six members of last year’s team were 
available. At this stage of the season it is difficult to foretell whether 
the team will be as good as those of the two previous seasons. How
ever, at the time of writing the XI has shown itself capable of good 
cricket and the results have been entirely satisfactory.

The batting has been of a fairly high standard ; the bowling, though 
not varied, has been good ; and the fielding has been carried out in 
a competent manner. More aggression in these latter departments 
would improve the team’s work.

The team has shown distinct promise and should give a good account 
of itself.

I.E.D.

RESULTS.

v. Kings’ School, Grantham (Away) Drawn.
School 72. (Sterland 18).
Kings’ School 36 for 5. (Wheatley 3 for 19).

The School opened the season in a promising fashion. Unfortu
nately time would not allow us to force a finish.

v. University College * A * (Away) Won.
School 100.
University 37 (Stacey 4 for 14, Wheatley 3 for 2, Dring 3 for 17). 

Although the weather conditions were unfavourable to cricket, the 
School gave a good account of itself. The batting was fair ; but the 
bowling and fielding were of an excellent quality.
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v. West Bridgford School (Home) Won.
School 131 for 3 dec. (Bircumshaw 61, Guilor 20 not, Dring 20). 
West Bridgford 85 (Wheatley 4 for 13).

There was a marked improvement in the batting. As usual the 
bowling and fielding, in spite of a cold north wind, were excellent.
v. Goldsmith’s College 1st. (Home). Lost.

School 105 for 8 dec. (Clarke 21).
Goldsmiths 111 for 4.

The College XI proved too much for the School side. The bowling 
and fielding lacked their usual keenness.

v. West Bridgford School (Away). Won.
School 130 for 6 dec. (Bircumshaw 46, Dring 42).
West Bridgford 76 (Bircumshaw 6 for 14).

Once again, in spite of unfavourable conditions, the game was most 
enjoyable. Bircumshaw, a surprise bowler, bowled well and the race 
against the clock was won. ,

The Second XI have started this season very promisingly by winning 
all the matches to date. In the first two games, we were pressed for 
time, but managed to gain victory in the eleventh hour. The fielding 
was highly commendable, and contributed largely to the team’s success.

The players have been :—H. Reeve, P. H. Smith, F. H. Godley, 
J. C. Carruthers, R. Heath, F. D. Wood, D. A. Bird, D. E. W. Redfeam, 
B. Coupland, I. O’Sullivan, F. G. Lacey and G. H. Hawksworth.
May 6th v. King’s School, Grantham. (Home).

School 63 for 6 wickets (declared) (O’Sullivan 16).
King’s School 18 (Heath 6 for 9, Reeve 3 for 0).

Won by 45 runs.

May 20th v. West Bridgford. Away.
School 131 for 2 wickets (declared) (Godley 72 not out, Smith

50).
West Bridgford 80. Won by 51 runs.

June 17th v. High School. Away.
School 40. (Carruthers 26).
High School 33 (Hawksworth 2 for 0, Bird 2 for 1).

Won by 7 runs.

COLTS XI.
20th May v. West Bridgford School. Away

School 30.
West Bridgford 33 for 3 wickets.

Lost by 7 wickets.
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10th June v. High Pavement School. Home.
School 33.
High Pavement School 50.

Lost by 17 runs.
17th June v. Nottingham High School. Home.

School 100 for 8 wickets (declared) Wayte 53.
Nottingham High School 87 for 5. Draw.

SCHOOL PLAYS 1944
Following the practice of last year, the School Dramatic Society 

presented four short plays, in preference to one full-length play. Prior 
to public performance, the whole school witnessed a full dress rehearsal 
on May 16th, after which overwrought stage-managers and producers 
informed their proteges of any minor faults (fortunately few) in their 
performances.

The plays were publicly produced on the nights of May 17th and 
18th, in each case before a large and appreciative audience which 
obviously enjoyed every minute (or so the School Orchestra hopes) of 
a varied and etjjertaining programme.

The first play was “ Shivering Shocks ”, a topical thriller, presented 
by members of the Junior School. The honours of the performance, 
a very creditable one, went to Glendenning as the somewhat inebriated 
“ Rowley Clay was also convincing in the rather difficult role of 
the inventor.

“ The Ghost of Jerry Bundler ” which followed was noteworthy 
for its acting rather than for its plot. Much attention had obviously 
been paid to detail — the accents of “ Jarge ”, played by C. F. Noble, 
would have delighted a connoisseur. We understand that there is no 
truth in the rumour that Noble had visited the Headmaster’s room 
just before the plays — it was sciatica ! The whole play was admirably 
presented and an enjoyable half-hour was spent in its company.

Both the title and the purport of “ X =  O ” were rather lost on the 
somewhat youthful audience which attended the full dress rehearsal, 
but the calm beauty of the lines and the strength of the sentiment 
obviously made a deep impression on the more adult audiences of 
May 17th and 18th. The actors met the heavy demands made on 
them with even more than their customary skill, and, in one case, 
strength.

But for the vast majority of the audience, the piece de resistance of 
the evening’s entertainment was “ The Dumb Wife of Cheapside ” a 
farcical comedy, extremely well presented and acted by members of
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VI Lower Arts. Although it is perhaps hardly fair to pick out in
dividual names, surely Sterland’s performance as the “ dumb ” wife 
will be recorded in the annals of the Mellish School. Clarke was 
equally convincing as Alderman John Groat, and the love-making 
between him and Sterland was so natural that a wide previous experi
ence seemed to be indicated. During the intervals between the plays, 
the School Orchestra obliged, or endeavoured to do so, with items of 
an orchestral nature. The orchestra had been augmented by an 
impressive percussion section, while the woodwind displayed its usual 
virtuosity.

In conclusion, we would thank the producers, stage-managers, 
scene-shifters, etc. — not forgetting Mrs. Bennett who gave so willingly 
of her time to make up the actors perfectly ; “ They also serve . . .”

F.J.B. (VI. U. Sci.)

The programme was as follows:—

I.

SHIVERING SHOCKS.

(Scene: Dallas’s Sitting-room, one Winter’s evening).

Capt. Dallas, V.C., D.S.O.
Kysh, his servant
G ranville Hiiohf*s R S r an inventor J. T . B. d a y

P. Nequest 
D. C. Wainwright

crooks J. A. Newbury

“ Rowley ”
D. Marshall
J. B. D. Glendenning

Policemen L. C. Baxter 
J. W. Davies

II.
THE GHOST OF JERRY BUNDLER.

(Scene: The Commercial Room in a country hotel).

Hirst, an amateur actor 
Somers, Hirst’s friend 
Penfold

H. A. Pashley
R. Hudson 
J. S. Bradbury

Malcolm >• £ ----- .T_
Beldon J  Traveller
Dr. Leek, the local doctor 
George, the waiter

K. Cheale 
F. Mills
M. A. Ball 
C. F. Noble
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III.

X =  o .

Scenes 1 and 3 : A Grecian tent on the plain before Troy). 
Scenes 2 and 4 : The Wall of Troy).

Salvius )  Greek 8oldicr*

Capys ]  Tr°jan 8oldiere
A Greek sentinel 
A Greek servant

F. G. Lacey
I. A. Dring
R. F. McBride
H. A. Nickols
J. W. Stacey 
H. K. Cliff

IV.*
THE DUMB WIFE OF CHEAPSIDE.

(Scene : The Alderman’s house in Cheapside, London, in the Middle
Ages).

Alderman John Groat, a City haberdasher 
Mistress Ann Groat, his young wife 
Master Quill, an attorney 
Master Julep, a physician 
Master Sunder, a surgeon 
Master Ounce, an apothecary 
A manservant 
A waiting-woman

W. E. Clarke 
J. H. Sterland 
J. K. Guilor 
G. A. Gore 
W. L. Bircumshaw 
R. A. Marshall 
T . W. Silkstone 
P. J. W. Newsome

Stage Lighting : D. Allin.
Property Managers : P. Riley, O. Whyatt, S. H. Taylor, A. W. Tansey.

Music by the School Orchestra—

N. Sharpe (Leader), G. Knight, F. Noble, E. W. Cox, J. C. Barrett,
F. Ottrey, J. H. Sterland (Violins) ; J. Birkin and A. C. Perkins (Flutes)
F. G. Lacey (’Cello) ; R. Selby (Double Bass) ; P. Gadd (Drums); 
T . W. Silkstone (Piano).
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A.T.C. REPORT
* • ,

We wish to give a cordial welcome to Mr. S. Gilbert, our recently 
appointed Warrant Officer. Mr. Gilbert has served in the army for 
22 years, and at the time of his discharge was a Warrant Officer in 
the Royal Scots. Although he has only been with us for a short 
period, he has already done much to increase the smartness and 
efficiency of the Squadron.

We are also pleased to learn that Mr. J. L. Williams has been com
missioned. He was previously a civilian instructor in the Squadron, 
and we are sure that he will do even more useful work as an Officer.

In the two Proficiency Examinations held recently, no less than 17 of 
our Cadets were successful. This was a very good show, and a fine 
tribute to our instructors. The total number of Proficiency Certi
ficates obtained by members of the Squadron has now reached 78. 
Six of our Cadets have taken the Advanced Training Examination, 
and we wish them every success.

Early in June, S/Ldr. H. J. E. Behm visited us and saw the Squadron 
at its normal work. Towards the end of the afternoon S/Ldr. Behm 
gave a very interesting and informative talk on “ Fighter Operations.”

One of our former Cadets, B. Foster, visited the Squadron one 
Sunday and gave a talk to the W/Operators and W/Mechanics on the 
principles of the modem wireless receiver. Although the lecture was 
rather advanced for those who had not been long in the Squadron, it 
was very instructive and easy to follow.

On Sunday, 11th June, we were visited by the No. 242 Company 
of the G.T.C. After a film show, tea, sandwiches and cakes were 
enjoyed by all. This was a great surprise, especially for the A.T.C. 1 
Afterwards, Sub. Lieutenant T. E. Harrison, who was a Cadet in the 
early days of the Squadron, gave a very interesting and humorous talk 
on “ Flying Training in Canada ” . The day finished with both Units 
joining in the Colour Parade.

A week later, we were very pleased to welcome back to the Squadron 
one of our former Flight Sergeants, — Sgt. Pilot C. Ball, who gave a 
most enjoyable talk on his experiences in Rhodesia, where he did his 
flying training.

On Saturday, 17th June, a contingent of 30 Cadets was sent to 
represent the Squadron in a “ Salute the Soldier ” parade at Bulwell.

Fifty of our Cadets are going for a week’s “ Annual Training ” from 
12th to 19th August, at a Royal Air Force Station, “ somewhere in 
England.” It is hoped that all the Cadets will have the opportunity 
of flying for two or three hours during the course.
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Squadron 639 is still as efficient as ever, and every Cadet must do his 
utmost to maintain the standard attained.' I

We are always glad to have news of former Cadets of the Squadron. 
Unfortunately we have lost touch with several who have joined His 
Majesty’s Forces. For purposes of Squadron records, the Adjutant 
would be glad if those from whom we have not heard for some time 
would write to him, giving details of their present rank, trade, etc. 
In the case of former Cadets who are now serving abroad, it would be 
appreciated if parents could supply this information.

N.F.S.

THE SCOUT TROOP
At the beginning of the Spring Term we held our New Year’s Party 

in the School Hall. After a sumptuous tea — provided by the gener
osity of the parents — we enjoyed a programme of games.

Mrs. Norman was presented with The Boy Scouts’ Association 
“ Thanks Badge ”. The S.M. on behalf of the troop spoke of her 
many kindnesses and said he knew these would still persist — despite 
the fact that she had been decorated with the highest award we could 
offer. Mrs. Norman after making a suitable reply presented the 
trophies. The Inter-Patrol Shield and the ‘ Norman Cup ’ were 
both won by the Owls Patrol. P/L Wainwright and his merry men 
richly deserved the congratulations showered upon them by the other 
patrols. Ex. T /L . Cave, Ex. P/L. Coleman and T /L . Coupland were 
presented wfith awards on gaining their King’s Scout Badge. Lastly 
the S.M. was presented with-a grand ‘ Christmas Box’ from the 
Troop.
» % *

Although we have held several Saturday meetings at School, we 
have only managed three in the country. The first one was held at 
Radcliffe-on-Trent and as usual we had a jolly time. Several senior 
scouts “ unearthed ” a spring. This was a great discovery as it brought 
our supply of drinking water half-a-mile nearer ! After Firelighting, 
Cooking and Cyclist Badge Tests had been held, we enjoyed a variety 
of games, finishing up with one which is best described as a “ Battery 
and Assault ” course.

Our second outing took the form of a long hike north of Nottingham. 
The Peewits and the Ravens assembled at Mapperley and sealed orders 
were opened precisely at 10 a.m. The Owls and Pigeons assembled 
at School and did likewise. Each party then set out on its course 
keeping a wary eye open for the ‘ spies ’ (Kingfishers) who were 
trailing them and for the ‘ enemy ’ with whom they were liable to come

/
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in contact at any moment ! Dinner was cooked in the open. Far 
too many incidents took place for them to be described in detail. As 
the hike was about 15 miles long, one or two tenderfoots certainly had 
tender feet on their return. They will follow instructions on the 
care of the feet more exactly next time !

Our third outing took the form of a nature ramble in the environs 
of Radcliffe in the early Spring. We are much obliged to Mrs. 
Norman, who took charge of the expedition, for pointing out so many 
interesting natural phenomena. We obtained many botanical speci
mens during a day which we enjoyed thoroughly.

We held our first Whist Drive and Dance of the year on March 18th 
and it was attended by over 300 people. Prizes were kindly given 
by Miss Bates, Mrs. Cross, Mrs. Fox, Mrs. Newbury, Mrs. Norman, 
Mrs. Measham, Mrs. Raley, Mrs. Mills and Mrs. Wainwright, 
whilst the parents of the scouts very kindly provided the pastries, tea, 
sugar, etc. necessary for refreshments. Mr. Ireland again efficiently 
managed the Whist Drive. We are much in his debt. The troop 
fund benefited to the extent of £24 3s. 2d.

On Saturday, May 20th all our scouts “ went out to work ” doing 
all kind of jobs. For once they were allowed to receive money for 
doing good turns and this was handed to the Boy Scouts’ Association 
for their Overseas Relief Fund. We raised £2 7s. 3d. an amount 
considerably above our target.

Sec. K. F. Ireland has been promoted to Patrol Leader and has 
taken charge of the Peewits. Scout Stonelake has (at last !) been 
promoted to Second in his own patrol — the Ravens and Scout D. B. 
Bond to second in the Owls. The troop is at present full up but 
there may be vacancies next September for those who have already 
expressed a wish to join us.

We should like to congratulate T /L . Coupland who came second 
in the (open) Diving Competition and Sec. D. Stonelake who won the 
(Under 15) 2 Lengths Free Style event at the Local Association’s 
Swimming Sports held recently at the Victoria Baths, Nottingham. 
Sec. D. Sale and Scout Marette also did well.

The Kingfisher Patrol will try to retain the County Flag and the 
John Boot Trophy won by their predecessors last year. We wish 
them * Good Luck ’ and * Good Camping ’.

The following have gained badges recently :—
Athlete’s Badge. Sec. D. Bond, Scouts G. Cox, J. Sale,

W. Morley, M. Mills, T . Measham.
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Cyclist’s Badge. P/L. K. Ireland, P/L. R. Knight, Sec.
D. Sale, Scouts J. Martin, W. Carter.

Healthyman’s Badge. P/L. R. Knight, P/L. K. Ireland, Scout
G. Cox.

Rabbit Keeper’s Badge. P/L. J. Richards, Scout J. Martin.

BEE KEEPING CLUB
In September 1943, the bees belonging to the club were in a rather 

weak condition, and only covered six out of the ten combs in the hive. 
However, the bees were fed with 20 lbs. of sugar syrup and were 
packed down for the winter at the beginning of October. Later the 
hive was moved from the field into the junior quadrangle where the 
position was less exposed ! During the winter, careful watch was 
kept on the hive and a block of candy was placed over the feed hole 
to supplement the bees’ winter stores.

Early this year, in February and March, a few bees came out on 
fine days and flew about in the sunshine. With the advent of April 
it could be said that the bees had passed safely through a somewhat 
mild winter, although once they had to be dug out of the snow.

Before the commencement of Spring operations a new hive was 
'needed, so representations were made to Mr. Jones with the result 
that one was built by some members of Form 4B.

Since the beginning of the Summer Term, a dozen new boys have 
joined the club ; Mr. Jones has also taken an interest in its activities. 
This has been very encouraging and there have been some well-attended 
meetings.

/
Early in April, Spring feeding was commenced to encourage brood 

rearing ; this was discontinued a little later since the bees did not 
seem to be taking it very quickly. When the hive was first opened 
on April 27th, the queen was only laying on two combs and the bees 
covered about four. On account of this weak condition, a ‘ hangover ’ 
from last September, feeding was recommenced and the strength of 
the colony gradually increased. At present, the bees are covering 
nine combs, with brood on at least seven. The colony is now almost 
ready for supering and we are looking forward to a little surplus 
honey, should there be some fine weather before the end of term.

R.F. McB.
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HOUSE NOTES
Blue H ouse.

The Hurt Cup has not been won by Blue House since the school 
year 1940-41 and we must again direct all our energies to the supreme 
task of gaining this trophy. In the Rugby and Athletic Sports the 
House has done well and we have now to show our mettle in the 
Swimming and Cricket Championships.

The Junior Rugby team is to be congratulated on its victory over 
all the other Houses, so winning the Junior Rugby Championship for 
the second time. It is fitting to mention here that this was due in 
part to A. I. Beeston who sacrificed a great deal of time coaching the 
Juniors. The Senior Rugby team did not do so well, beating only 
the Yellows out of the three matches played. Congratulations to 
Green House on their winning the Senior Rugby Cup.

With the arrival of Sports Day, Blue House had gained the most 
points from the standards due to an all round effort by members of 
the House and we looked forward with confidence to the coming events. 
We were not disappointed and carried the day victoriously, although 
in the Senior Relay, our team was unfortunately disqualified after 
having come in first. Of the Blues in the Sports two deserve special 
mention — F. W. Chappie and J. K. Barker.

We hope to do better in the Swimming Sports this year ; several 
boys have taken certificates and there are more who will do so before 
the season ends. I

The Juniors have had plenty of cricket practice under the able 
guidance of the Cricket Captain, W. L. Bircumshaw, and it is to be 
hoped that they repeat the performance they gave in the Junior Rugby 
matches.

The Seniors, as usual, are having no practices, but several of them 
are members of the First or Second Eleven and the Senior team should 
give a good account of itself in the Cricket Championship.

The following House Colours have been awarded since the last 
issue of the “ Centaur ” .
Rugby : Juniors. Sanders (Capt.), Roberts, Dakin, Etches, 

Shepherd, Beeston, Kinston, Southern, Perkins.
S eniors. Beeston (Capt.), Bircumshaw, Little, Reeve,
. McBride, Barker, Godley.

Athletics : Chappie (Capt.), Barker, Haywood, Taylor,
Reeve, McBride, Roberts, Nequest, Measham.

R. F. McB.
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G reen House.

This year a promising start has been made by the House in the 
struggle for the Hurt Cup. The Senior Rugby XV played well and 
won all its three matches to give Green House the Senior Rugby Cup. 
The Junior XV did not'manage to win the Junior Cup but showed 
some promise ; greater keenness is needed. In the Athletic Sports 
the House was placed second — a creditable performance. For 
future guidance — more attention must be paid to the gaining of 
‘ standards ’ before the actual Sports Day so that the House will 
receive an initial supremacy. We heartily congratulate Blue House 
on their victory in the Sports.

The events still to come are Cricket and Swimming. Last year in 
the Swimming we gained second place. This year we must make 
an all-out effort and be placed first. All our swimmers, Senior and 
Junior, must practise and practise hard. In the Cricket we must 
not, as last year, be over-confident. Our prospects are fair, but here 
again we must work unceasingly if we are to win the Cup.

Never yet in the history of the school has Green House won the 
House Championship. Last year we just failed. This year everyone 
must make a supreme and undying contribution to help the House 
to achieve its long-coveted ambition — the Hurt Cup.

I.E.D.

Red House.

With three more House events still to take place the House’s pro
spects are definitely not as promising as they were last year at this 
time. It is doubtful whether the Red ribbon will be displayed on 
any of the school cups, Junior or Senior.

This is not good enough. The Athletics results were very poor 
although the Rugby teams gave a better account of themselves.

On future events one can only speculate, but Junior swimming and 
cricket teams should do well in their respective spheres. The Senior 
swimming is not quite so good ; there seems to be a serious shortage 
of capable swimmers in the Upper School. Results in Senior cricket 
are also speculative, especially against strong teams of Blue and Green 
Houses.

Even so, last year’s successes can be repeated, provided that every 
effort is made in the remaining cricket matches and swimming sports.

H.A.N.
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Yellow House.
The year began badly with the loss of every match in both Junior 

and Senior Rugby contests. This was mainly due to the absence of 
many members of the team owing to illness, but the House should 
have been more fully prepared to meet such an eventuality.

In the Athletic Sports we gained third place and hope to continue 
this improvement in the future. Congratulations to P. J. Rex of IA 
on breaking the record for the Junior High Jump.

At present the House suffers from a lack of individual athletic talent 
for which we must compensate by increased keenness and better 
team-work. So far, this has not been forthcoming, with obvious 
results. The situation is, however, improving slowly and we have 
better hopes for the future.

House officials for the year have been:—

Vice-Captain: 0 . Whyatt.
Senior Rugby Captain : J. Buckle.
Junior Rugby Captain : M. M. Foster.
Swimming Captain : C. M. Allsop.
Senior Cricket Captain : J. W. Stacey.
Junior Cricket Captain : O. G. Wayte.

The thanks of the House are also due to C. F. Noble and J. H. 
Sterland for their valuable work.

A.W.T.

MUSIC
Although music may not play a leading part in the school curriculum, 

its importance in certain school functions is not to be overlooked.

The orchestra’s performance at the school plays was most commend
able, and the orchestra deserves more support from the school than 
it receives. Next term, as several of the leading players will be leaving, 
there will be vacancies for players of all instruments. There are many 
boys in the school who possess sufficient musical ability to become 
members, and we shall welcome them to the rehearsals next term.

The improvement in singing in the morning service is no doubt 
partly due to the impressive display of virtuosity by the pianists — 
at least their position on the platform looks impressive ! And how 
successful have been the descants by the Junior School! .
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Last term, two hundred boys went to a concert for schools given in 
the Albert Hall, Nottingham, by the orchestra of the Nottingham 
Harmonic Society. The programme was varied, and the items were 
explained by the conductor, Mr. Herbert Bardgett, before their pro- 
formance. It has been pleasing to observe too the support given by 
members of the school to the concerts given by the Nottingham 
Symphony Orchestra and other leading orchestras and musicians — 
a fine way of improving one’s musical education.

G.K» (VI. U. Eng.).

THE BATTLE OF MARETH
On March 30th, the School was honoured by a visit from Major 

Bewicke of the Tank Corps, who addressed the whole school in the 
Hall on the Battle of Mareth. He had prepared a large-scale map of 
the area and by its aid made clear the dispositions of both sides before 
the battle began. The advantages held by the enemy proved too 
great for direct assault, he told us, and General Montgomery — for 
whom he had nothing but praise — revealed great ingenuity in organis
ing an attack from the rear, which was preceded by a 200 mile journey 
round the Matmata mountains to El Hama. The major gave a most 
vivid description of the hazardous trek across the wadis and the desert 
— not an almost interminable stretch of Skegness sand, as might have 
been imagined — until the tanks were able to join up with the New 
Zealanders who alone were holding the rear. His account of dealings 
with the Arabs, those unwashed, unreliable allies of the best payers, 
was most amusing.

After this most interesting, clear account, ending with the victory 
over the Germans and Italians, the major answered numerous questions 
from his enthusiastic audience, until he had to end this one-man brains 
trust by dashing off to catch a train.

J.H.S. and J.K.G. (VI. L Arts.).

TRAVEL
(a) To School in England:
(b) To War in India.

Well do I remember those years at Henry Mellish and each day’s 
rail journey to and from school on the L.N.E.R., the daily routine and 
elaborately timed journeys, so seldom disrupted despite the fog, the 
ice and the snow. The journey to school in the morning was often 
spent in last minute study of a text, neglected during the previous 
night’s “ meditation.” The morning journey was generally a more 
serious business than that at night.
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Basford and Bulwell station in the evening after school I can still 
see — the Gedling boys and the little band waiting for the 4.32 p.m., 
so often supplemented by those detained in school for some mis
demeanour, or the sportsmen who stayed behind for practise.

The trains would be on time ; then came the search for an empty 
carriage — usually a non-smoker chosen as more likely to be retained 
by the boys alone. Then the games in the tunnels, the arguments on 
subjects of the day from Leg-Theory to Communism. At the various 
stations could be heard the call of the porters, usually calls unrecog
nisable, and then would follow the inrush of the business men.

Now what have we ? Instead of the short journeys of a few miles 
at home, here we have hundreds, and frequently thousands, of miles 
to travel.

The carriages are a combination of sleeping berths and day-time
seats. The filth is appalling------ the crowds terrific. Any search
for an “ empty ” would be in vain, nothing but early bookings can 
ensure a seat or berth. Fans are provided in each compartment and 
ice containers are available for the hot weather. The windows have 
three alternatives : glass, gauze and shutters. These are the answers 
to the heat, and the mosquito and the smoke.

Gone are the porters’ cries of station names — these are replaced 
by myriads of “ chae-walahs,” (pea-nut tenderers), “ pani-walahs ”, 
(restaurant bearers for the 1st and 2nd class passengers) and beggars 
and hawkers in their hundreds. Each station is crowded day and 
night to suffocation with workers, travellers, pilgrims, onlookers, the 
homeless and the lazy — always a crowd. The apparently impossible 
number of travellers on each train amazes one. The mad rush to the 
compartment the moment the train reaches the station is followed by 
shouting, arguing, pushing, until the final picture is produced of the 
train, ready to move, closely resembling an over-packed and bulging 
sardine-tin. ♦

The Indian traveller takes his whole household possessions on his 
journey ; consequently carriages bear a strange appearance. No 
longer the schoolboys’ delight of studying the passengers at each 
station, but a rush along the train to ensure that one’s own party is 
still intact and if there are any stores in waggons attached, then a 
hurried check is necessary at each station to ensure that the waggon is 
not removed from the train for no apparent purpose — an unfortunate 
yet frequent occurrence.

Then eventually the destination is reached — the Wembley Cup 
Final rush once more — the arguing of the coolies to carry the luggage

I
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but above all the unfailing regularity with which all trains in India 
arrive at their destination at an unearthly early hour in the morning.

It is truly an experience to travel by rail in India, but oh, for the 
efficiency, the regular routine of the English morning and evening 
business trains which we knew during those pleasant years at Henry 
Mellish.

N. J. Parry (Capt. R.A.)
(1929—1935)

AN ENGLISHMAN IN AFRICA
(Extracts from a letter by a member of the West African Force).

I left England in September 1940, when the Germans were bombing 
London nightly, leaving all whom I loved in danger, whilst I went to 
a country as yet untouched by actual fighting. I came in a warship 
and saw on the way porpoises, dolphins, flying fish, hammer-headed 
sharks and small whales.

One morning Africa appeared and my eager eyes feasted on the 
red earth and brilliant jungle green of that magic country. As we 
drew nearer I could see palm-trees and native huts, and as the anchor 
dropped, many tiny canoes came out paddled by small boys who 
shouted for pennies ; they dived from the canoes and clutched the 
coins before they had time to sink far — pennies are silver-coloured 
here.

It is a fascinating, mysterious country, but not all fun for the white 
man. The climate is moist and warm and there is much fever in 
addition to mosquitoes and other pests, but the doctors have done 
such good work since England gained the Colony that what was once 
known as the “ White Man’s Grave ” is not so frightening after all. 
It is no uncommon thing if a moth several inches across comes into 
your house, while great red and blue lizards run almost underfoot. 
There is little twilight and almost as soon as the sun sets it is dark, yet 
during this short dusk all kinds of noises start ; bull-frogs, crickets 
and bell-birds all go to swell the chorus, while in the background is 
the inevitable throbbing of the tom-toms where the natives dance 
around their fires. The moon is glorious and the Southern Cross 
hangs overhead like a cluster of jewels. On dark nights the fireflies 
are very lovely, flying around in hundreds with their lights flashing 
on and off, climbing up and down the mosquito net above the bed and 
lying along the side of the jungle paths like a great glittering carpet.

The people are shy but nearly all friendly especially the small 
children whose teeth and smiles are very attractive ; the boys play

I
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football very well with their bare feet. In the wilder parts of the 
jungle one finds the really uncivilised natives who are very shy and 
frightened of my camera which they think possesses an evil eye. In 
places they are still frightened of us and run which is very annoying 
when one requires information of a local character. It seems strange 
to realise that these people once killed and ate each other— my 
boy-servant’s grandfather was one such cannibal.

«
My house has a garden full of tropical blooms, and I can obtain 

fruit very cheaply, bananas at six a penny, oranges four a penny, 
coconuts and pineapples a penny each. I feel guilty at times, being 
in all this plenty.

We are still in the rains and get more in a month than England does 
in a year, with some nice end-of-season tornadoes too, that come with 
but little warning. First is heard a mighty swishing from the bush 
(jungle) with the treetops waving wildly. Upon this my boy runs to 
close all doors and windows or there would be a great crashing of glass 

. and crockery in a few seconds. Then the wind hits us, sometimes 
at 80 miles an hour, uprooting big trees and ripping roofs from the 
native huts. But the African is a stolid, philosophical man ; he 

'crawls from the wreck and makes his wife (or wives) build another. 
Last week we had two inches of rain in ten minutes.

The rains make things comparatively cool, of course, but they drive 
all sorts of weird insects into the house, especially at night — flying 
ants crash into the light and fall to the floor in hundreds, where my 
favourite toad swallows them as fast, yet never appears to grow fatter. 
The sky effects in the rains are indescribable, the lightning patterns 
border on the fantastic, there are minutes on end of uninterrupted 
thunder, beautiful sunsets and rainbows appear, and everything is 
rich and green.

This is such an extraordinary country that it must be a remarkable 
occurrence that will cause a stir ; the other night my boy killed a 
snake, four feet long, on the verandah ; not long ago the natives 
captured a python, fourteen feet in length, in the bush ; after dark 
there may be the crash of an elephant, the cough of a lion or the really 
horrible sound of a hyaena ; the insect most feared by the natives is 
the scorpion, for its sting is agony if not properly treated.

Africa has never been an easy country to live in, from the day the 
first white man came out he has had very bad luck. They sailed up 
the River Niger, but the natives in the night swam out, cut the anchor 
chain and killed all the crew as the boat drifted ashore. The anchor 
they set up in the jungle as a god ; it may still be seen to-day — at 
Jebba railway station on the Niger.
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There is an old Arab saying — “ He who drinks of the waters of 
Africa must needs return after many days ” and true it is ; the fas
cination and magnetism are unmistakeable.

Thank you once again for your kindness. If any of you care to 
write to me and I receive your letters, you will have a reply. When 
my work takes me out in those cool hours before dawn, when the air 
is crystal-clear, I look towards the North and see the Pole Star bravely 
shining just above the horizon, and hope at such moments that it is 
looking down upon you sleeping in safety.

J. J. Shaw.

BASE ENGLISH
\ •

Lack of knowledge is provided by the Library in great abundance.
Attird par le bruit de sa chute — dressed for the night in his nightshirt.
The fleshy part of the coconut is the cobra.
The Tropic of Cancer is so called because of the terrible disease you 

get when you go there.
In the Savannah lands there are many wild animals ; they cover 

enormous areas.
Scientists who specialize in tropical deceases travel to unexplored 

islands.
Pygmies eat mangles.
After the birching, his back was covered with livid whales.
The Roman Catholics believed that the Pope was inflammable.
The Church consists of transept, chancel, and knave.
“ All I know about the Pyramids ” — they took a long while to build.
Magellan took with him on his voyage, knives, rolls of velvet and 

20,000 belles which he thought would be attractive to the simple- 
minded natives.

The Victorians made their children study some culture — such as 
elucidation.

The prefect remanded the boy for breaking the rules.
Inflation puts the damper on even the smallest grain of hope.
On his death he was given a descent burial.
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A PLEA FOR YOUTH
We young people of to-day are continually hearing our elders 

remarking to each other that Youth is a Lost Cause. This opinion 
is common to all people who are not grouped under the generalization, 
“ Youth ” , but whereas the majority of people are content to leave 
Youth as a Lost Cause, the minority, increasing in numbers lately, 
believe themselves called by their particular god or gods to be Saviours 
of Youth’s Lost Cause. Saviours of Youth’s Lost Cause have appeared 
at regular intervals for so long now, that we feel the time has come for 
Youth to defend itself.

Far from being a Lost Cause there is no particular Cause in Youth 
to lose. Youth is a second preparation for birth, this time birth into 
full manhood. At our first birth we entered a world of make-believe, 
a world of the imagination, a world of fantasy — in a word, a world of 
children. Now we are being prepared for birth into a world of reality, 
a world of hard knocks, a world of evil to be fought — a world of men.

9 ■
Before our first birth we were unable to help ourselves. We still 

are before our second. Before our first birth we come under various 
pre-natal influences, some due to heredity, others to environment. 
The characters of our ancestors and especially of our actual parents 
exert a great influence on us before birth, as do external events during 
that pre-natal period.

The same conditions apply in Youth. Helpless to help ourselves, 
we come under the same influences before our second birth ; there are 
our “ second parents ”, that is our immediate society, and there is 
society’s environment, that is the world in general. The immediate 
society in which we move gives us our personal beliefs, our traditions, 
and our customs ; the world in general influences us by its condition ; 
if it is at war, for instance, our natural development may be hastened, 
retarded, or even stopped.

How then can you older people help us ? To you we put this plea : 
you cannot give us your experience which can bring our school training 
to fruition ; Time alone can (and will) do that in its course. Your 
job is to ensure that the influences working upon each one of us are 
as healthy as possible. For them to be healthy the world must be 
put right — and by you. That is your only problem, your only 
cause ; apart from that there is no separate problem of Youth, no 
separate Cause.

Use your experience to put the world right, to correct the influences 
on Youth, rather than to correct Youth itself. The best form of Club
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in the service of Youth is that'of You, the experienced members of 
the world, seeking to make the world better, rather than one of Inex
perienced Youth blindly stumbling on. Put the world right and when 
we are bom to our manhood you will see the fruits of your labours in 
a generation fit to be called “ in the image of God ” !

F.G.L. (VI. U. Arts).

NEWS OF OLD BOYS
0  Awards.

Reginald Hamby, P.O., R.A.F. has received the D.F.C. He has 
completed many successful operations, displaying high skill and de
votion to duty (1929—31).

Neville Carpenter, Actg. Fit. Lt., R.A.F., has been awarded the
D.F.C. for gallantry and devotion to duty in the execution of air 
operations. (1930—36).

" Casualties.
A. H. Marshall, Sgt., R.A.F. (1934— 39) previously reported missing 

is now known to have lost his life. He is buried at Dusseldorf.
R. M. Keeble, Lt., Gurkha Rifles (1932—37) has died of wounds.
J. Dexter, Sgt., R.A.F. (1929—34) met with a fatal flying accident. 

He was formerly on the Police Force at Sale in Cheshire, where he 
met his wife, being married in 1942.

Walter Dench, Sgt., R.A.F. (1933—39) was reported missing in 
Sicily and is now believed killed. At one time he was a pilot in the 
same squadron as R. Hamby.

F. J. Poole (1930—37) has died whilst a prisoner of war.
Old Boys will be sorry to know that G. Williams, P.O., R.A.F., 

who was Laboratory Assistant at the School before and during the 
early part of the War, has lost his life in a flying accident.

E. L. Watts, W.O., R.A.F. (1935—38) reported missing in West 
Africa, April 13th, 1943, is now presumed killed. He was formerly 
apprenticed with Messrs. Armstrong Whitworth, Ltd., Coventry.

C. J. Selby, Sgt., R.A.F. (1936—39) is reported missing on operations.

* General.

A School Welfare Fund has been inaugurated with the purpose of 
assisting Old Boys and their dependents who have fallen on hard times 
owing to the present war. Contributions will be welcomed from past 
and present members of the School.
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The Committee will be much obliged to any Old Boys who can bring 
to its notice cases which they may feel merit assistance from this Fund ; 
information should be sent to the Secretary of. the Welfare Fund, at 
the School.

F. Coates (1934— 37) has gained his wings in Canada. He was 
formerly in the Nottingham City Police Force.

Russell Ball (1932—38) another member of the City Police Force, 
and L. G. Guilor (1936—41) are training in the West Indies (F.A.A.)

Many Old Boys with long war service now appear at School and 
medal ribbons are often seen.

W. H. Rowlett (1929—34) W.O., R.A.F., returned to England this 
year. He joined the R.A.F. before the war and was stationed in 
Singapore. He has travelled Malaya, Java, Burma, China and India 
during the South-east Asia conflict.

F. Gething (1930—37) E.R.A., R.N., returned to England on leave 
after long naval service in the Eastern Mediteranean. He saw much 
of the African Campaigns.

A. A. Stirland (1931—36) Sgt. R.A.F., has returned to England 
from Amman. He has been abroad 3 years, 8 months in Egypt, 
Palestine and Transjordan.

G. A. Taylor (1931—36) R.A.F., is in Egypt as is C. S. Shacklock 
(1932—39) Sgt., R.A.F.

D. H. Offiler (1932—37) Lt., is also in Egypt.
H. R. Potter (1935—41) R.N.A.S. is home on sick leave.
Christmas Greetings were received at the School from P.O. H. H.

G. Davis, now in Egypt and F.O. S. Knox, stationed in India.
D. H. Lindley (1934— 42) on a Course at Hull, has produced a 

College magazine, “ Spectrum.”
Since our last issue the following have visited the School and signed 

Mr. White’s book. F. E. Newbold, J. Buxton, J. R. Sutton, G. J. 
Howard, A. Dolman, G. A. Johnson, N. H. J. Wood, C. N. Bates, 
T . E. Sutton, A. McGlashan, G. Stanleyn, H. Knowles, P. A. Morley,
S. Best, R. S. Shelton, W. H. Rowlett, G. C. R. Morrell, G. Runacus, 
J. T . Topping, G. Williams, I. A. Gardiner, A. Leivers, W. E. Branson, 
Mr. H. L. Newitt, D. R. Wharmby, D. J. Arrand, M. Muir, F. 
Gething, R. Morton, E. Savage, J. Fisher, E. J. Edwards, T. Ford, 
P. A. Hallam, L. H. Morley, E. J. Connell, G. Richardson, S. F. Fuller,
G. Frost, R. D. Learning, L. R. Cook, R. Crane, S. H. Britton, D. Jones,
S. Boswell, D. M. Dolman, A. W. Hallam, C. Holmes, T. E. Harrison, 
C. Ball, A. Stirland, H. R. Potter.
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L ist of Casualties T o D ate. 
D eaths on Service.

J. P. Jackson (1934—39) 
W. Dench (1933—39)
A. H. Marshall (1934—39) 
R. M. Keeble (1932—37) 
R. H. Alvey (1931—36)
E. D. Philpott (1931—38)
E. L. Watts (1935—38)
R. C. Clarke (1929—30)
K. P. Hill (1933—38)
J. Morgan (1932—36)
G. E. Davies (1934—40) 
D. Appleby (1934—39)
J. Steventon (1932—35)
A. Steventon (1929—33)
J. E. Hatherly (1929—31)

H. D. French (1930—35)
L. Dobson (1930—36)
H. Bratton (1931—36)
G. H. Clarke (1929—33)
G. W. Ward (1936—38)
P. Rowe (1929—34)
H. R. Whyatt (1932—36) 
A. Naylor (1931—39)
K. Coates (1930—36)
G. Collis (1930—35)
R. O. Freeman (1935— 39)
T. A Knighton (1930—33) 
K. H. Ball (1932—39)
J. Dexter (1929—34)
F. J. Poole (1930—37)

Prisoners of War.
T. Morley (1932—39) H. Gulliver (1931—33)
K. V. Bailey (1931—33) F. Chapman (1929—31)
R. Prothero (1932—39) J. A. Riccomini (1929—35)

M issing.
C. Jessop (1930—33)
D. R. Hopkinson (1931—36)
L. A. Parkins (1934—39)
F. A. Wagstaff (1930—36)
R. Stevenson (1932—37)
C. J. Selby (1936—39)

W. J. Baulkwill (1929—38) 
R. A. Mitchell (1935—40) 
J. G. Kail (1932—35)
R. Butler (1929—30)
W. Hayes (1931—39)
C. R. Burnell (1930—34)

TEN YEARS AGO
(Extracts from “ The Centaur ” , Vo/. 3, No. 7).

The Senior Speech Day was held on March the 12th, 1934, the 
principal guests being the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Not
tingham, Major T. P. Barber, D.S.O., Chairman of the Notts. Educa
tion Committee, Mr. A. H. Whipple, Director of Education for 
Nottingham, and Mr. G. H. Hurt, Chairman of the Governors. In 
his speech the Lord Mayor announced that the trains were to be taken 
away from the road outside the school.

In May a school camp was held at Aber in North Wales ; we got 
the rain the country had been crying out for for weeks, this occasionally
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necessitating breakfast in bed. Apart from organised expeditions 
(e.g., the attempt on Foel Grach) two outstanding incidents contributed 
largely to the success of the camp : they were the Camp Fire (mouth 
organ solos, song and ghost stories) and the Sports when Mr. Whittaker 
suspiciously easily won the rabbit-hopping race. (Was this due to 
secret training in the gym ?).

Rugby 1933—1934. The season was a fairly successful one with 
good victories to balance unsatisfactory defeats. We congratulate 
our Captain, C. R. Vann, upon gaining his colours for the Nottingham 
Public Schoolboys. The Colts’ under 15 team played and won five 
matches.

In the semi-final of the Perry Boxing Cup the School was drawn 
against High Pavement School, but lost by five events to four.

In the third annual cross-country races 342 boys turned out to 
compete for their Houses. The results were : 1. Yellow. 2. Red.
3. Blue. 4. Green.

In the School Athletic Sports the results w ere: 1. Yellow. 2.
Green. 3. Red. 4. Blue ; in the Inter-School Sports at High- 
fields between Mundella, High Pavement, West Bridgford and our
selves, the final points w ere: 1, W.B. 60 ; 2, H.M. 58 ; 3, M. 44 ;
4, H.P. 43.

Old Boys’ Association. The Old Boys held a Christmas Dance, 
the Annual Dinner in January, a second Dance in the Spring, a hike 
at Easter and another at Whitsuntide and a Summer Camp at Mable- 
thorpe.

“ SOME ARE DEAD”
Some are dead, but yet those dead are living 
Still more in spirit. Their bodies, giving 
Life unto the mind, were not the real men.
Were but of earth — of mould. Hands holding pen 
Laid down that pen ; straight from school to war 
Went out the young men of our school and more.
They went, our youth ; they did not pine :
They have not died ; but — as a glass of wine 
Is dropped, out pours the wine, the glass is gone 
And used no more, yet still the wine lives on 
Unwasted still and still its power it holds —
So ’tis with them ; their flesh is broken, but their souls 
Untrammelled now by fleshly bonds and chains,
Unhampered now by mortal aches and pains,
Flow just as strongly from the broken clay,
The only part of them that will decay.



But we who live cannot stand idly by 
While others shape the nation’s destiny 
And leave to them what is our task — the thought 
Of what the future holds for which they’ve fought.
These boys, so early men, all left our school 
In order that the Good on earth should rule.
Man’s Best will multiply as will his Worst —
Let us then see the Best is planted first.

W. T. Jackson (1937—1943)

PROSE AND VERSE
EX DOMO PRAEFECTORUM.

(Otherwise known to the vulgar as : Outside the Prefect’s Room).
(With apologies to IV. H. Dmnes).

What is this life, if, full of care,
We must make time to stand and stare ?

Make time to stand along the line,
And stare — as blank as sheep or kine :

Make time to think of crimes committed,
Or punishments to be remitted ;

Make time to lean upon the wall,
While they play ping-pong in the Hall :

Make time to hop as bunnies do,
Then painfully rejoin the queue :

Make time to stay their whims to tend,
While we await the order, “ Bend 1”

A poor life this, so full of care,
We have no time to stand out there.

D.L.K. (VI. U. Eng.).
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TRIBUTE.

The sea was rough upon the chosen night : 
The tide was full ; the moon upon that date 
Shone fair ; the cliffs of England in the Strait 
Stood vast and vague against the silv’ry light.
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List to the sound of heavy, laden craft,
As on they lunge towards the coast of France 
With endless foam ; great is the plan, perchance 
To stem the hostile course of evil graft.

So while on earth a thousand discords ring,
Man’s senseless uproar mingling with turmoil,
Still do Thy servants strive in struggle strong,

Their glorious tasks perfecting for their King :
Through untold hardships, they are ever loyal — 
Soldiers, that shall not fail through hazards long.

G.K. (VI. U. Eng.)

NOTTINGHAM SNOW.
On Saturday night there came the snow,
Falling on frozen ground below ;
On Sunday morn, still down it swirled,
And into deepening drifts it whirled,
Hiding plant and leaf and grass 
In an uncompacted mass,
Like manna white 
— A dazzling sight !
In horizontal lines it streamed 
Against the brown walls, and there gleamed 
Like a blanket chilly 
In colour white as lily.
The housetop, hedge, wall and railing,
Quickly vanished ’neath this veiling.
And through that day and all that night,
The earth was bleached to purest white :
But now, alas ! as I look back,
There loom swept chasms, big and black —
Paths which have been cleared away 
For the business of the day :
And sombre men are tramping past 
Stumbling, slipping — walking last.
But with happy enchanted minds 
Made rich by the beauty of their finds,
Worries dulled by faint sounds clear 
Which fall, pleasing, on the ear.

At night, the moon did brightly shine 
With mellow light on crystalline 
Gowns the buildings of the city adorning 
Mantling white-capped “ John ” in beams until the

morning. 
K.F. (IV. B.)
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TO CRICKET.
This English pastime old played everywhere 
No other summer game seems to excel :
And foreigners, who seek to know this isle,
Of England’s cricket mania always tell.
For pleasure unassessable is found 
By those who wield the bat or bowl the ball 
And those who watch, carefree, the batter hit

Exciting bowl, and cheer as wickets fall.
Some followers prefer the first class match,
Where, drowsily, they watch those men of fame,
And leisurely clap smart shot, or fine throw :
Others like best the quicker, village game.
But whether liking class or village wicket,
No Englishman but loves the game of Cricket.

J.K.G. (VI. L. Arts)

i
HOSTAGE.

The house of the Bemharts stood well back off the main road to 
Amsterdam on a slight mound, and on clear days old Wilhelm often 
said it was quite possible to see the market town of Schipsdam on the 
edge of what is the flat Dutch Fenland. There was only one road 
up the hill to the house, and this was lined by poplar trees, planted 
they say by Pierre Bemhart, about 200 years before. It was up this 
road that a young girl was running, her golden hair dancing on her 
shoulders and her wooden shoes clattering upon the cobbles. This 
young messenger reached the rusty, iron gates breathless, but her 
message was apparently too urgent to earn her any rest ; she ran on 
into the courtyard.

Someone, probably disturbed by the clatter, came to one of the 
upper, open windows, and looked out.

“ But, Yvonne, my child, why do you run so ? You disturb the 
whole house with your noise.”

“ Oh, mother 1” the girl said tearfully, stopping and looking up at 
the speaker, “ the Germans, — they’ve done something terrible” ; 
she ran into the house.

The Boche ! — Madame Bemhart, for that was the woman’s name, 
felt a stab of pain shoot through her body ; she sank back into a chair. 
They had killed her young son Jean, or at least he had been missing 
and presumed killed since the beginning of the invasion ; her husband,
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proud Monsieur Frederic Bemhart was at thft moment jotting in some 
German prison camp. What else could happen ? Hadn’t the cursed 
German done enough ? Any-way, she would soon know, as her only 
remaining child entered the room, and fell crying at her mother’s knee.

“ Mother ” , she screamed, “ they are going to shoot you, kill you ! 
The patriots have derailed a troop-train, and you are one of the hostages.” 
The poor girl screamed again. Madame pressed her child nearer 
to her.

“ You must be mistaken, my dear ” , she said. “ Why would any 
one want to kill an old woman ?” Yvonne cried louder.

So this was the end ; the House of Bemhart was to be brought 
crashing to the ground. Madame looked at herself in the mirror. 
Grey hair fell raggedly on her shoulders, but a weary smile broke on 
her face, as she recalled former happy times, the house ringing with 
the shouts of children, the festivals in the village, her marriage, visits 
to Amsterdam, to London. They all came back to her — a motion 
picture of her life, in her last hours, minutes, on earth.

The rumbling of a heavy vehicle, and the final screech of brakes as 
a lorry entered the courtyard below, brought her back to the present. 
Yvonne looked up at her mother and went slowly to the window, as if 
both had resigned themselves to their fate. Her mother joined her. 
A German prison van and Staff car had driven into the courtyard.

The brave woman walked across the room and down stairs, having 
a last look at her home as she did so, and then into the courtyard.

“ You honour me, Colonel ” she said haughtily as the Nazi escorted 
her to the wall where the “ aristocracy ” of the village was assembled 
in a line. Madame waved to her daughter at the window ; then with 
typical Nazi thoroughness the execution was over.

Twelve hours later, at dusk, a young man dressed in tattered uniform 
of The Royal Dutch Cavalry entered the courtyard.

“ Mother,” he shouted, looking up to the window of his mother’s 
room, “ it’s your little boy, Jean, come home, home to the fold.”

His sister opened the window.

“ Well ? Aren’t you pleased to see me ? I’ve been rather busy 
lately ; you see we have just wrecked a north-bound troop-train ! ” 
The rattling down, and final crash of the window echoed in the dark, 
empty courtyard.

G.R. (IVa.)
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SISSON & PARKER
L I M I T E D
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H A N D I C R A F T  
FANCY GOODS
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GUNN & MOORE SPORTS GOODS
i ^ —  THE FINEST OF ALL!

■  CRICKET
■  TENNIS
■  BADMINTON
■  SQUASH
■  HOCKEY

The qualltyof Gunn& Moore 
Sports Goods has been re
nowned all over the world 
since 1885. From the finest 
materials and workmanship 
o b t a i n a b l e  — t hey  are 

unexcelled.

■  FOOTBALL
■  BOXING
■  NETBALL
■  INDOOR

GAMES

R E P A I R S
We specialize In the rp- 
blading and rehandling of 
Cricket Bats and Hockey 
Sticks (any make) also 
restringing of Rackets. 
The work is carried out 
In our usual standard of 
high class craftsmanship, 
making the bats, etc, 
equal to new for practical 
purposes. Note, repair 
work can be carried out 
without limitations. Lists 
on application.

Owing to the limitation of supplies It is impossible to 
issue new catalogues. Send your enquiries for new equip
ment and quotation will be sent without obligation.

PERMITS REQUIRED W ITH ORDERS POR PRIORITY 
SPORTS GOODS.

Gunn & Moore l™
49 CARRINGTON STREET, NOTTINGHAM
Telephone 40714. Telegrams : •• Autograph, Nottingham.'*

FREDERICK HARRINGTON
DRAPER, FURNISHER
SPECIALIST IN  SCHOOL, HOSPITAL 
AND INSTITUTION REQUIREMENTS

MAKERS OF
Blinds, Curtains, Pelmets, Loose 
Covers, Stage Curtains, etc., etc.

6 & 8 Broad M arsh, N ottingham
Telephone: 4504S (2 lines)
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2  Gloty/Tradition
MANY YEARS OF SERVICE have gone to the 

creation of Marsden's goodwill. Service in peace
time: service in war. Always a consistent desire to 
develop an increasingly efficient organisation for 
the distribution of good, nourishing, wholesome 
food ....

Such a tradition Ifas been well worth working 
for. It has proved a tower of strength in these \  
anxious davs. And the benefits are voitr* .! *

J.D.MARSDEN LTD
GROCERS FOR .  *' THE QUALITY "

J .  CU O U O H  f t  SOM

P R IN T E R S  - N O TTIN O H A M


