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EDITORIAL
It has frequently been stated that the function of the Editorial is 

that of a hors d’oevres, an appetizer to the glorious feast upon which 
the reader is about to sate himself, the prolegomena in which the 
essence of “ The Centaur ” is condensed into a single paragraph, 
which the reader may absorb before he turns over the pages to assimi
late the contents in finer detail. While we agree wholeheartedly with 
this opinion, we feel that, in our wartime edition, the Editorial must 
take on a sterner task — that of reconciling the reader to the somewhat 
spartan nature of the literature it precedes.

There has been a great deal of talk lately of the post-war task of 
rebuilding Britain into a finer habitation for worthy citizens. It is 
here that the true function of schools may be seen. Apart from the 
utilitarian motives of education, their most important care is to mould 
the characters of their boys, on whose personal qualities the world’s 
destiny may well ultimately depend, to inculcate into their very being 
a conviction of the advantages of virtue, the pleasures of knowledge 
and the necessity of labour, and to inspire them with that natural 
mildness and moderation of temper which will preserve them from 
the assaults of passion and the allurements of vice.

If we in this school succeed in fulfilling this function, we shall not 
only have made a prodigious war effort, but we shall have contributed 
to a far greater and nobler thing — the Peace Effort, a contribution 
towards the preparation of this England for a race of men whose 
influence and effect on civilisation will resound through the centuries.

J.W.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
Head Prefect: 
Vice-Captain : 
Prefects :

J. T. Topping.
I. E. Dring.
D. A. Baker, V. W. Gates, J. H. Russell, G. B. 
Smedley.

Sub-Prefects: J. E. Burton, P. J. Gadd, F. G. Lacy, J. A. Lawrie,
H. A. Nickols, N. Sharpe, W. S. Sharrard, H. L. 
Street, J. Webster, J. Willment, L. A. Wright. 

House Captains: Blue House : N. F. Sharpe.
G reen H ouse : I. E. Dring.
Red House : J. H. Russell.
Yellow H ouse : J. T. Topping.

SCHOOL NOTES
Mr. W. L. Learning, who has been a member of our board 

of Governors for the last two years, has unfortunately left the district, 
and will no longer be able to take as close an interest in our affairs as 
formerly. We very much regret his departure from Nottingham, as 
he has been for several years a good friend of the school. In 1939 he 
presented anonymously a cup to be awarded each year to the winning 
house in the swimming sports. We take this opportunity to thank 
him for this gift, and to wish him and his family a happy life in their 
new home.

Mr. J. R. Upton, who joined the school staff in 1933, has left us, 
to join the staff of the County School, Tottenham. Our school has 
lost a good friend. Besides being the Senior Biology Master, Mr. 
Upton was largely responsible for the successful establishment and



THE CENTAUR Five

development of the school gardens. His all-round ability enabled 
him to take charge of the Handicraft Department for some time. 
Mr. Upton will, however, probably be best remembered as “ School 
and Camp Doctor ”, binding wounds, putting limbs into slings or 
administering various medicines. He was at all times kindly and 
sympathetic in or out of the classroom. We thank him for all he did 
for the School, and we wish him and Mrs. Upton all happiness in 
the future.

We take our farewell of Dr. Veitch with regret: although he has 
not been with us very long, he has done a great deal to raise the standard 
of music throughout the school. We wish him happiness and success 
in his new post.

We welcome to the school Miss J. M. Bates, Mrs. Ellis and Mrs. 
Lawson, who is the wife of Mr. W. G. Lawson, a former member of 
our staff. We also welcome Mr. A. Hobson, Mr. N. C. Jones and 
Mr. K. A. Morcroft. The last-named attended the school as a pupil 
from 1931 to 1938.

Besides the Headmaster, Mr. G. F. Houston, the school staff at 
present consists of the following masters:—Messrs. E. A. Burnham,
E. G. Cross, G. E. Goodall, C. H. C. Haines, A. Hobson, F. J. M. 
Holman, N. C. Jones, K. A. Morecroft, F. W. Packer, C. F. Retter, 
S. Revill, F. A, Smith, T. E. Smith (Second Master) and F. White : the 
mistresses a re :—Miss Bates, Miss Birch, Miss Butterfield, Mrs. 
Cushing, Miss Dell, Mrs. Ellis, Mrs. Lawson, Mrs. Mowat, Mrs. 
Norman and Miss Smedley.

Masters with the Forces now include:—Royal Navy, Mr. H. L. 
N ewitt: Army, Messrs. J. Connors, G. N. Howells, R. T. Prescott,
F. Smith, R. H. Smith and W. A. Stevenson: R.A.F., Messrs. R. R. 
S. Bennett, H. H. G. Davies, S. Knox and E. Pinkett. The Ministry 
of Supply has claimed Messrs. W. L. J. Pomfret and A. Young, and 
the Meteorological Department Mr. E. A. Hutchinson.

The Hurt Cup, awarded each year to the Champion House, was won 
by Yellow House for the school year 1941-42. Yellow House won the 
Senior Rugby Football Competition, the Athletic Sports and the 
Swimming Sports, and was placed second in the Junior Rugby Football 
and Cricket Competitions. Green House and Blue House tied for 
second place in the House Championship.

Rugby Football colours for the 1941-42 season were awarded to
C. Cosford, J. G. F. Henshaw, E. J. Northfield, H. L. Street, J. T. 
Topping and L. A. Wright.
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The 1942 Cricket XT went through the season without a defeat. 
Colours were re-awarded to J. T. Topping, the captain, and were also 
awarded to W. L. Bircumshaw and I. E. Dring.

\V. L. Bircumshaw, I. E. Dring, 1*. Eurniss, D. N. F. Hall, F. 
Naylor, C. E. Pass and J. T. Topping played in several games for the 
Notts. Public Schoolboys’ XI.

The number of boys attending the school in September was 498.
During the week October 12th—17th the l>oys of 4C worked at 

Manor Farm, Bradmore. They were followed from October 19th— 
24th by the boys of 3A. The boys of 3B worked for a week at Thrump- 
ton.

On Wednesday, November 18th, a large party of boys visited the 
Theatre Royal to sec a performance of “ Twelfth Night.” On the 
next day many boys attended a concert at the Albert Hall, given by 
the Nottingham Harmonic Society’s Orchestra.

Besides many other vegetables, we grew 4J tons of potatoes in the 
school garden in 1942. A good profit hits been made on the year’s 
work.

On Monday, October 12th, Squadron-Leader F. G. Hayward,
D.F.M., A.F.M., gave a greatly appreciated talk to members of the 
Upper School. Another much appreciated lecture, “ How the Army 
works ” , was given on October 30th by Major Collis of Northern 
Command.

The memlters of the Magazine Committee for this number a re :— 
Messrs. Goodall, Haines, Marshall and T. E. Smith, and D. A. Baker,
I. E. Dring, J. H. Russell, J. T . Topping and J. Webster.

We acknowledge receipt of the following contemporaries, and 
apologise for possible omissions:—Caldcian, Cestrcfeldian, the 
Magazine of Brunts School, Nottinghamian Elizabethan.

TEN YEARS AGO
(Extracts from “ The Centaur", Volume 2, No. 1).

Mr. K. McEwen, Mr. S. M. Coulson and Mr. F. Read are no longer
with u s ...............To our new members, Mr. H. Collinson, A.R.C.A.,
Mr. J. A. Conway, B.Sc., Mr. J. Lawther, Mr. H. L. Newitt, B.A., 
and Air. F. White, B.A., we extend a hearty welcome.

The Dining Hall.—At last our hopes are fulfilled. The builders 
and their paraphernalia have gone, and in the western playground
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stands our new dining h a l l ...............We have our own “ restaurant ”,
our dinner system is simplified, and finally — and this is what all boys 
would do well to remember — the kitchen staff is at last working under 
conditions that are healthy and more likely to lead to the cooking and 
serving of better dinners. For cooks, as our mothers know, are 
temperamental.

On November 25th a Junior School Speech Day was held. Upon 
this occasion Major T. P. Barl>er, D.S.O., T.D., Chairman of the 
Notts. County Council and of the County Education Committee, 
and Mrs. Barber were the guests of honour. It was the first function 
of its kind in the School.

S c h o o l v . M asters. On the School Ground. 21st July.

School won by 44 runs.
Vickers (not out) 65 ; Burton 2 ; Ball 1 ; Brown 0 ; Carpenter 0 ;

Sinfield 19 ; Magness 18 ; Hall 3 ; Nuttall 8 ; Keeling 1 ; Willars 0.
Extras 23. Total 140.

Mr. Revill took 6 wickets for 50.
Mr. Lawson 15 ; Mr. Burnham 0 ; ^lr. Coulson 14 ; Mr. Cross 10 ; 
Mr. T. E. Smith 28 ; Mr. Revill 5 ; Mr. Harmcr 0 ; Mr. F. A.
Smith 10 ; Mr. Gill did not bat ; Mr. Wren (not out) 9 ; Mr. Pfann-
muller 4. Extras 1. Total %.

Keeling took 3 wickets for 15.

G roup Cricket. During the season 1932 Inter-Group matches 
were played for the first time in the School. The First and Second 
Forms were classed together in the Junior Section and the Third and 
Fourth Forms in the Senior Section. Each section was divided into 
Four Groups, Red, Green, Yellow and Blue. Each Group was in 
charge of two masters. In the Junior Section the Red Group were 
the winners, whilst the Yellow Group won in the Senior.

Old Boys’ Association. During the summer the activities of the 
Association were very small. Apart from a hike at Easter and' the 
Summer Reunion, Old Boys had no opportunities for meeting . . . .  
The winter season is now in full swing, and the Rugby Club is in 
regular action. Matches have already been played against the School, 
Southwell, Ilkeston, Casuals and Westwellians. The fixture list also
includes Newark, Derby Tigers, Blackw'ell, Boots and Notts.............
It must be realised that the mere act of leaving School does not make
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an Old Boy a member of the Association. He must give his subscrip
tion regularly. By doing so, he will benefit the Association and 
himself ; and what is more important he will be making a connection 
that may give him untold satisfacton and advantages in later years.

VALETE.
VI P. Bodill, J. Bonser, E. W. Clarke, C. Cosford, R. N. Eyre,

B. B. Foster, D. N. F. Hall, J. F. G. Henshaw, C. A. Holmes, 
W. J. Jallands, D. B. Learning, D. H. Lindley, F. Naylor, E. J. 
Northficld, M. K. Priestley, G. H. Riley, J. A. Shelton, D. H. 
Simpkin, E. W. Tryncr, L. A. Wright.

V G. A. Alderson, B. W. Allinson, J. Anderson, K. E. Ashley, 
R. W. Belcher, K. Bird, J. A. Blair, W. E. Booth, A. E. Cheetham,
E. J. Connell, B. H. Earnshaw, P. J. Ebling, E. H. Egglenton, 
T. R. Fearn, K. L. W. Hall, R. Highton, P. J. Hill, D. Keighley, 
J. R. Lewin, E. Lowe, R. Millinship, F. E. Newbold, E. Newham, 
N. Pugh, R. G. Robinson, A. Slack, F. G. Thompson, H. E. 
Toolcy, H. G. Tuck, M. Webster, A. B. Wiles, P. Wilson, 
D. M. Wright.

IV A. E. Chapman, B. B. Cooper, M. R. Hubbard, R. H. Mee,
G. Shelton.

I l l  J. R. Fowler, M. J. Hardy.

I P. H. D. Ainsworth.

AVETE.

I l l  J. A. Hicks.

II B. L. Silver.

I J. D. Bland, J. A. Bonser, J. R. Bonser, L. A. Brown, D. Cramp- 
ton, J. D. Culley, G. N. Fearn, P. W. Grain, M. G. R. Hart, 
R. A. Hawksworth, D. C. Henshaw, P. J. R. Johnstone, A. Martin,
C. G. Moore, E. G. Morris, M. A. Pike, J. M. Smith, G. C. 
Taylor, D. Taylor, J. G. S. Temple, P. D. Turton, D. E. Brealey,
D. B. Chambers, G. G. Cox, G. C. Dobson, D. M. Grundy,
J. M. Lee, R. Levene, D. A. Litchfield, B. J. Marette, M. Topliss,
K. W. Eames, J. Hufton, D. J. Raley, J. Sidwell, S. R. R. Wilson, 
D. McMurdo, F. Elsom, R. Sims, G. B. Bellamy, N. L. Wilson,
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P. Clarke, J. C. Clarke, J. A. Cliff, G. A. Mottershaw, G. M. 
Reeve, D. W. Gimson, P. A. Preston, P. J. Riman, R. A. Pickering, 
R. R. Miller, R. F. Casterton, C. Marriott, J. M. Rhodes, B. 
Ratcliffe, G. Smith, N. F. Bosworth, S. L. Clark, D. Cottee, 
D. Cropper, K. J. Edge, G. H. Ella, J. E. G. Etches, F. K. 
Farnworth, J. G. Francis, M. J. Graham, J. C. Hempstock, 
A. S. Hickingbotham, A. J. Hill, S. Hodges, D. L. Kirk, W. W. 
Law, C. G. Mason, J. H. Moore, P. Rattenbury, H. Saunders, 
R. Seneschall, D. A. Slater, J. P. Shelton, K. Simpson, F. J, 
Smedley, A. C. Smith, J. B. Smith, D. F. Southern, R. Thurman. 
P. G. Wildgust, J. Wiltshire, E. A. Smith, B. W. Hamilton. 
J. Middleton, W. A. Woolley, S. F. Barber, F. Bradfield.
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CRICKET
(after June 24th, 1942.)

FIRST XI.
27th June, v. High Pavement. Home.

High Pavement—109 (Naylor 3 for 26, Stacey 3 for 23.).
School—109 for 7 wickets (Dring 52, Bircumshaw 36).

The result was a tie.

4th July, v. King’s School, Grantham. Away.
School—103 for 8 wickets (declared). (Topping 44, Sterland 21, 

Stacey 21 not out.).
King’s School—63 for 5 wickets (Stacey 2 for 16, Pass 2 for 9.).

The match was drawn.

22nd July, v. King Edward’s School, Aston. Away.
School—92 for 8 wickets (Dring 24, Bircumshaw 15, Topping 14). 

Rain stopped play.

“ A ” XI.
11th July, e. West Bridgford “ A Home.

School—118 for 4 wickets (declared). (Bircumshaw 51 not out. 
Topping 30.).

West Bridgford—71 (Naylor 6 for 13, Stacey 2 for 7, Topping2 for 11), 
Won by 47 runs.
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The best averages for the season were

BATTING.
N o . o f T im e s H ig h e s t

T o ta lin n in g * n o t o u t s c o re A v e ra g e
Topping, J. T. HI 3 47 (not) 211 301
Dring, I. E. 9 0 84 (not) 176 19-6
Bircumshaw, W. L. 10 1 51 168 18-8
Groome, D. M. 10 2 30 95 11-9
Sterland, J. II. 4 0 21 44 11

J. W. Stacey played 3 innings, twice not out, and made 68 runs.

BOWLING.
N o . o f
O v e n M a id e n s R un*  W icket* A v e ra g e

Groome, D. M. 23 n 24 8 3
Naylor, F. 55 18 119 15 7-9
Pass, C. E. 24 4 68 8 8-5
Dring, I. E. 57 17 131 15 8-7
Stacey, J. W. 37 2 78 9 8-7
Sharrard, W. S. 59 10 145 10 14-5

L. A. Wright howled in one match, taking 1 wicket for 23 runs. 
J. H. Russell also bowled in one match, taking 1 wicket for 6 runs. 
J. T. Topping also howled in one match, taking 2 wickets for 11 runs.

SECOND XI.
Only one match was played after the last issue of the magazine 

went to print. This was played on June 27th against High Pavement 
School 2nd XI on the Forest Ground. Our 2nd XI made 49, and 
High Pavement School 2nd XI passed our score with the loss of only 
five wickets.

The best averages for the season were :—

BATTING.
N o . o f  T im e s  

in n in g s  n o t o u t
H ig h e s t

s c o re T o ta l A v e ra g e
Holmes, C. A. 6 0 44 71 11-9
Buckle, J. A. 6 0 14 39 6-5
Pugh, N. 7 4 10 17 5-6
Lacey, F. G. 4 0 9 22 5-5
Guilor, J. K. 7 0 13 

J. H. Sterland played 4 inning and made 39 runs.
35 5
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BOWLING.

Fumiss, P.
N o . o f
O v e n  M a id e n s
40 10

R u n s
84

W ic k e ts  A n t w
13

Clay, J. F. 461 19 80 10
Silkstone, T . W. 29 7 69 8

J. W. Stacey bowled in 4 matches, taking 11 wickets for 63 run?

“ UNDER 1 4 ” XI.
27th June, v. High Pavement. Home

School—66 (Thompson 17, Bird 17.).
High Pavement—67 for 8 wickets (Heath 5 for 22.).

Lost by 2 wickets.
11th July, v. West Bridgford. Home.

School—80 (Smith 16, Fish 13, Thompson 13.).
West Bridgford—32 (Wheatley 4 for 7, Fish 3 for 5, Heath 2 for 12, 

Wood 1 for 3.).
Won by 48 runs. 

HOUSE MATCHES.
Senior—
1st Round. 1. Green House—57 (Dring 19, Luddington 17 not out. 

Topping 3 for 14, Stacey 3 for 26).
Yellow House—43 (Chectham 21, Buckle 11. Dring 5 for 
16, Sharrard 4 for 24).

2. Red House—136 (Guilor 51, Nickols 24. Hawksworth 
2 for 3).
Blue House—43 (Pass 23. Russell 3 for 8, Naylor 2 for 11).

F inal. Red House—86 (Naylor 35, Fumiss 20. Sharrard 4 for 
21, Dring 3 for 7, Clarke 2 for 2).
Green House—87 for 3 wickets. (Sharrard 31, Dring 27. 
Fumiss 3 for 29).

Green House 'won the cup presented by the Old Boys’ Association.

Junior—
1st R ound. 1. Blue House—42 (Heath 12 not out. Hoskins 9 for 21). 

Red House—22 (A. Wilson 9. Wheatley 3 for 7, Reeve 
3 for 4, O’Sullivan 3 for 6).

2. Green House—22 (Coupland 7 for 11).
Yellow House—23 for 1 wicket (Coupland 16 not out).

F inal. Blue House—45 (Haywood 18. Harvey 5 for 12). 
Yellow House—30 (Carruthers 15. Heath 6 for 8).

Blue House won the Junior Cup.
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SWIMMING, 1942

Owing to wartime difficulties there was no official school swimming 
during the summer term. It was decided, however, that swimming 
sports should be held and the cup awarded. There were no junior 
events and no relay races, hut there were close contests in senior and 
middle events. The sports took place in the Arnold Baths on Tuesday, 
July 21st, and the results were —

Senior E vents.

One I.ength Free Style : 1, Buckle (Y) ; 2, Northfield (Y) ; 3, Nash (G). 
16 sees.

One Length Back Stroke : 1, Northfield (Y) ; 2, Nash (G) ; 3, Booth (G). 
16*5 secs.

One Length Breast Stroke : 1, Gadd (R) ; 2, Cave (R) ; 3, Brooks (Y). 
21-4 secs.

Three Lengths Free Style : 1, Buckle (Y) ; 2, Northfield (Y) ; 3, Gadd (R). 
60-8 secs.

D iving: 1, Cave (R) ; 2, Priestley (Y) ; 3, Buckle (Y).
Plunge : 1, Booth (G) ; 2, Gadd (R) ; 3,»Allsopp'(Y).

M iddle Events.

One Length Free Style : 1, Haywood (B) ; 2, Foreman (G) ; 3, Stonelake 
(Y). 18-8 secs.

One Length Breast Stroke : 1, Stonelake (Y) ; 2, Foreman (G) ; 3, Carter
(R). 26-2 secs.

Two Lengths Free Style : 1, Haywood (B) ; 2, Stonelake (Y).
Diving : 1, Foreman (G) ; 2, Haywood (B) ; 3, Kinston (B).
Plunge : 1, Haywood (B) ; 2, Foreman (G) ; 3, Stonelake (Y).

FINAL PLACING.—1, Yellow ; 2, Green ; 3, Blue and Red.
Yellow House retains the Learning Cup.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1942

At the beginning of the Autumn Term hopes were fostered for a 
very successful Rugger season. It soon became apparent, however, 
that these hopes were based on individual capabilities rather than on 
the ability of fifteen boys to play as a team. Dismissing the first 
match, which had an unnatural brilliance of its own and which was 
belied by its successors, the picture became dark with defeat up to 
November 25th., and was only lightened by one drawn game. This 
period was marked by unsuccessful experiments which did nothing 
to dispel the lack of reliance so obvious among the various parts of 
the team. In the three-quarter line there was not one back who could 
be relied upon to take the ball cleanly. The pack never worked as a 
unit, but preferred to operate in isolated groups, Defence in general 
was weak, particularly among the three-quarters.

The last two matches have, however, tended to prove that these 
difficulties are being surmounted. I am convinced that with the 
final disappearance of disunity and unreliability, and they are tending 
to disappear, the 1st XV may look ahead with confidence. The team 
contains good material, and I venture to promise that the next half 
of the season will see better results.

FIRST XV MATCHES.

October 3rd., v. King’s School, Grantham (Home). Won 13—11
Up to half time the play was fairly even, with no score. King’s 

then scored two tries within 5 minutes. We regained the upper hand 
for a time, and the result was two tries, which were converted, making 
the score 10—6. Grantham then scored from a breakaway. At this
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point it was anyone’s game. A quick heel and a three-quarter move
ment gave us the try necessary to take the lead, which we kept. The 
match was said to be one of the fastest ever seen on the school pitch.

Oct. 10th., r. High Pavement (Home). Lost 3—5.
The School side for the first half was faced with a very strong wind, 

which, in conjunction with the Pavement forwards, had a devastating 
effect upon our pack. The second half, intended to be one of attack, 
soon degenerated into one of defence, owing to the exhausted state of 
our forwards, who found themselves unable to regain the initiative.

Oct. 14th., v. Goldsmith’s College (Home). Lost 0—26.
The School side from the first had not a chance of winning. Out- 

weighted and outrun the Mellish side had to concentrate on defence. 
The tackling was weak, however, in some cases, as the score indicates.

Oct. 17th., v. King’s School, Grantham (Away) Lost 0—33.
This score was not really representative of the play, but our backs 

were sadly outclassed. Grantham had a surprise for us in the figure 
of a large centre who had been unable to play in the previous fixture. 
His weight and surprising speed earned Grantham somewhere in the 
region of twenty points. The plucky display by our pack was our 
only distinction.

Nov. 7th., v. West Bridgford (Away) Lost 0—24.
Although the Bridgford team was heavier in all departments, play 

in the first half was fairly even. However, in the second half Bridg- 
ford’s extra weight began to tell, and their backs were able to score by 
long kicks down the field. Our defence once again was weak.

Nov. 14th., v. Midland Agric. College (Away) Drawn 11—11.
This result was disappointing in the highest degree. The first 

half proved the superiority of our team, but in the second half we were 
dogged by bad luck, bad handling in the three-quarter line and dis
unity among the forwards. The only encouraging feature of the game 
was the fact that two of the three tries were scored by wing three- 
quarters from clean and smart three-quarter movements, an accom
plishment which previously had not been achieved.

Nov. 21st., v. Chesterfield Grammar School (Away) Lost 6—16.
The Chesterfield pack seemed rather too heavy and tall for our own 

forwards. This was particularly noticeable in the line-outs and 
tight scrums. The second half brought a marked revival of spirits
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in our side, but to no avail, for it had no effect upon the result, which 
might have been very different if the regular team had been in the 
field.

Nov. 25th., v. High Pavement (Home). Won 6 —3.
For the first time in the season the team played as a team. Apart 

from the score, which was a fair representation of the play, the game 
gave us an idea of the team’s real capabilities. Most of the usual 
faults, such as bad handling, bad tackling and disunity, only made 
spasmodic appearances. The match must be regarded as a turning- 
point in the fortunes of the School team.

Nov. 28th., v. Nottingham High School (Home) Lost 8 14.
Although we suffered a defeat, we put up a good show against a 

heavier side. The play was even for the most part, and is a further 
confirmation of the team’s ability and safer future. Our forwards, 
in this match, learnt the value of a quick-heel from the loose, with the 
High School as very good demonstrators.

D ec. 12th., v. Notts. W artime ‘ A ’ XV (H om e) Won 6-5.

SECOND TEAM.

The Second XV won five matches and lost one before Christmas. 
Well led by W. E. Clarke, the captain, the forwards were too strong 
for their opponents in every match except the last. The outsides 
were good individually rather than as a team : the tries scored were 
due to the clever swerving of Pashlev, the strong running of Renshaw 
or the neat side-stepping of Burton, rather than to any combination. 
Goal-kicking, too, was weak : only nine of the twenty-four tries were 
converted. The players were:—E. Whitehead, M. Cave, R. H. T. 
Coxon, G. W. Renshaw, P. F. Burton, P. E. Warner, G. S. Hall, H.
A. Pashley, M. A. Walker, J. K. Guilor, E. S. Nash, P. R. H. Riley,
B. J. Ward, T. W. Eames, E. Ward, W. Lebeter, E. C. M. Luddington, 
W. E. Clarke, P. Rowlson, A. I. Beeston, T. W. Silkstone and D. 
Murray. The results were :—

3rd Oct., v. 
.» 10th Oct., v. 

17th Oct., v. 
7th Nov., v. 

25th Nov., v. 
28th Nov., v.

King’s School, Grantham (Away) 
High Pavement School (Home) 
King’s School, Grantham (Home) 
West Bridgford School (Home) 
High Pavement School (Away) 
Nottingham High School (Away)

Won 17—13 
Won 19—0 
Won 25—10 
Won 21—6 
Won 9—3 
Lost 3—8
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“ UNDER 15 ”  TEAM.

28th Nov., v. Nottingham High School (Away) Won 14—0
5th Dec., (with some 2nd XV players), v. Humphrey Perkins’ School

(Home) Won 3—0

COLTS.

7th Nov., v. 
28th Nov., v. 

5th Dec., v. 
9th Dec., v.

West Bridgford School (Away) Won 19—3
High Pavement School (Home) Lost 3—14
Alderman Newton’s School (Home) Lost 3—6 
High Pavement School (Home) Won 11—3

HOUSE MATCHES.
SENIOR.

1st Round : Blue House drew with Red House, 5—5.
Green House beat Yellow House, 17—9.

2nd Round : Red House beat Yellow House, 31—6.
Green House beat Blue House, 21—3.

3rd Round : Yellow House beat Blue House, 19—0.
Green House beat Red House, 6—0.

Green House won the Kayser Cup.

JUNIOR.
1st Round : Blue House beat Red House, 13—9.

Green House beat Yellow House, 11—9.

2nd Round : Yellow House beat Red House, 14— 0.
Green House beat Blue House, 12—3.

3rd Round : Yellow House beat Blue House, 15—0.
Red House beat Green House, 6—0.

Green House and Yellow House share the Orchard Cup.
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EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, 1942
H igher Certificate and Inter-Arts Exemption ; F. Naylor. 
H igher Certificate and Inter-Science Exemption ; C. Cosford 

and B. B. Foster.
H igher Certificate ; D. N. F. Hall, D. B. Learning and D.H. 

Lindley.
G eneral School Certificate with Exemption from London 

M atriculation ; R. W. Belcher, K. Bird, F. J. Birkin, W. E, 
Booth, A. E. Cheetham, E. J. Connell, E. H. Egglenton, T. R, 
Fearn, P. J. Gadd, P. J. Hill, G. Knight, E. Lowe, R. F. McBride,
F. E. Newbold, H. A. Nickols, J. A. Shelton, A. W. Tansey, 
S. H. Taylor, H. E. Tooley, H. P. Warburton, P. Wilson, R. 
Bettison, W. T. Jackson, F. G. Lacey, J. A. Lawrie, E. J. North- 
field, M. K. Priestley, L. H. Street, T. G. Thompson and G. A. 
Alderson.

G eneral School Certificate ; T. Anderson, R. Highton, C. A. 
Holmes, R. Millinship, N. F. Sharpe, W. S. Sharrard, O. Whyatt, 
P. Bodill, I. W. Botwright, P. J. Ebling, J. G. F. Henshaw, E. S. 
Nash, J. Pollard, N. Pugh, .A. Slack, G. M. Smithurst, K. E. 
Ashley, B. H. Eamshaw, D. Gibson, C. G. Green, K. L. W. Hall,
J. A. Inskip, D. Keighley, C. D. Smith, A. B. Wiles and L. A. 
Wright.

PRIZE LIST, 1941-42
FORM I Form Prizes : D. T . Cholerton, A. C. Perkins, J. G. Ripley.

Effort Prizes : P. J. Clayton, W. E. Goodband, B. Purdy.
Art and H anpicraft Prize : P. Fahy. P.T. and G ames
Prize : E. G . Lawrence.

FORM II Form Prizes: N. Willdig, G. Richards, J. Martin. Additional 
Prizes: J. E. Grainger, F. Hazledine, J. I. Mattley. Art and 
H andicraft Prize : D. Hallam. P.T . and G ames Prize :
A. O. R. Thompson.

FORM III Form Prizes: D. A. J. Key, A. Wheatley, E. Widdowson.
Additional Prizes : R. W. Leivers, H. Reeve, A. Wilson.
P.T . and G ames Prize : G. W. Fish.

FORM IV Form Prizes : J. H. Sterland, E. Ward, W. A. Arnold.
Additional Prizes : J. K. Guilor, M. A. Ball, F. Duffin. Art 
and H andicraft Prize : P. W. Elliott. P.T. and G ames
Prize : W. L. Bircumshaw. F raming Prize for Effort :
F. W. Chappie. W harmby Swimming Prize : J. A. Buckle.
M elliship Service Prize : P. E. Brooks.
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FORM V Form Prizes : H. A. Nickols, W. E. Booth, E. J. Connell, R. F.
McBride, A. W. Tansey, S. H. Taylor, P. Wilson, F. G. Lacey, 
J. A. Lawrie. P.T . and G ames Prizes : E. J. Northfield, L. A. 
Wright.

FORM VI Form Prizes : G. B. Smedley, J. H. Russell, C. Cosford, B. B.
Foster, F. Naylor, D. H. Lindley. Service Prizes : G. H. Riley, 
E. W. Clarke, D. H. Lindley. H eadmaster’s Prize for H ead 
Prefect : W. J. Jallands. Balk C up and C hairman’s Prize
for Service : I. E. Dring.

HOUSE TROPHIES.
Kayser C up for Senior Rugby F ootball
Orchard Cup for J unior Rugby Football
O ld Boys’ C up for Senior C ricket
Cup for Junior C ricket
Clifton Cup for Athletics
Leaming C up for Swimming
H urt Cup for H ouse C hampionship

Yellow H ouse. 
Blue H ouse. 
G reen H ouse. 
Blue H ouse. 
Yellow H ouse. 
Yellow H ouse. 
Yellow House.

A.T.C. REPORT
Since the last report, the Squadron has suffered a succession of 

severe blows in the loss of a great proportion of the senior N.C.O.’s, 
including the Warrant Officer. We wish them the best of luck in 
their service life.

Cadets who have passed the first half of the Proficiency Examination 
are working hard for the next exam. Notes have been issued by 
H.Q., and we now have something on which to base the new syllabus. 
Navigation is now becoming really interesting. Imaginary flights, 
navigated by cadets, with the sympathetic instructor doing his best 
to make things difficult, are regular occurrences. Earlier attempts 
made some cadets realise that Timbuktu is not too far away, but most 
of us were quite efficient after a little practice.

We wish here to pay a tribute to our A.T.C. Instructors ; to Mr. F. 
W. Packer, our enthusiastic Radio Instructor ; to Mr. T. E. Smith 
and Mr. G. E. Goodall ; to Mr. J. T. Gilman, who is able to quote 
his personal experiences in the R.A.F. ; and to Mr. C. D. Woolmer 
and Mr. J. L. Williams, who are doing a good job of work in instilling 
Morse Code into the Squadron.

A committee of a small number of cadets has been formed, to com
municate to the officers any bright ideas cadets may have as to the 
running of the Squadron. The results of the last Proficiency Exam, 
were rather disappointing. Therefore, to stimulate effort, this com
mittee suggested that prizes be awarded for outstanding performances 
in the exam. Congratulations to those cadets to whom they were 

\  awarded.
Some weeks ago, a former member of the Squadron, A. H. Marshall, 

paid a return visit. He is now a Sergeant Navigator, having been 
trained in Canada. His experiences were very interesting.



Twenty VHF. CENTAUR

In the Inter-flight football match, Flight 2 gained a hard-earned 
victory. Vigour was not lacking, even if skill was.

Towards the end of July, a party of cadets paid a week’s visit 
to an R.A.F. Station The first four nights were spent in barracks, 
but for the last three cadets were under canvas. Our interests 
during these last few days were devoted partly to experiment — 
experiment in the most efficient way of exterminating vast numbers 
of earwigs. We were drilled by N.C.O.’s of the R.A.F. Regiment 
and really enjoyed it. The days were spent in lectures and 
demonstrations of various sorts, and in our spare time we wandered 
about the aerodrome. An extremely wide variety of aeroplanes was 
to be seen, ranging from machines still on the secret list to “ Tiger 
Moths ” and an ancient B.A. “ Swallow.” Airmen were extremely 
helpful to us in explaining anything we did not understand. All 
cadets left with a feeling of regret that our stay had been so 
short. Sergeant Rubenstein, who gave us some lectures while we were 
there, later paid a visit to the Squadron at home. He gave us a very 
interesting talk, entitled “ Security,” illustrated by films.

Two members of the G.T.C. have been posted to the Squadron to 
replace cadets who were carrying out clerical duties. Squads have also 
given demonstrations of drill to the G.T.C.

The curtailment of the ’bus services on Sunday morning has made 
it very difficult for some cadets to be on parade by 10.30 hours. How
ever, everyone is determined to overcome any such difficulties which 
threaten to interfere with the training. One cadet, not to be beaten, 
walked seven miles to parade. That’s the spirit 1

J.H.R.

THE SCOUT TROUP
Since last I wrote, much has happened to bring pleasure to members 

of the School Troop. We have held Saturday meetings at School, 
Fishpool, Thrumpton and Ratcliffe-on-Trent.

The terrain at Ratcliffe is particularly suitable for scouting, and the 
day we spent there was most enjoyable. The patrols made their 
fires near the water’s edge, and some very tasty meals were prepared. 
After dinner we had a stalking exercise, which was followed by a 
raiding game with the village of Shelford as objective. After tea we 
had a real “ Wild West ” thriller. We divided into two parties — 
“ Officers ” and “ The Rabble ” . The former fortified the camp, 
which was afterwards assailed by the latter. Pea-shooters, hawthorn 
berries and “ hand grenades ” were much in evidence I When the 
“ Officers ” made a sortie, a party of “ The Rabble ” entered the camp
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and captured the food supply and several “ rusty steeds ”, These 
were later recaptured together with several prisoners. The latter 
were confined in “ The Black Hole of Ratcliffe.” An armistice was 
finally arranged (as darkness drew near) and we journeyed home 
feeling delightfully tired.

Our meeting at Fishpool was of a similar type, but those held at 
School and at Thrumpton were devoted to sterner tasks — bridge 
building and badge tests.

In order to give more boys training in leadership the following 
promotions were recommended by the Court of Honour.

P.L’s to Senior P.L’s.:—R. Allington, K. Coleman, E. Whitehead. 
New Patrol Leaders : P. E. Spray, A. O. R. Thompson, J. C. Richards. 
New Seconds: D. C. Wainwright, C. D. Newbery.

The troop welcomes the following new members:—B. J. Marette, 
A. C. Smith.

We have room for one more boy only during the present School 
year and he must be keen.

Congratulations to K. Coleman on gaining his 1st Class Badge. He 
has well deserved it.

The following Proficiency Badges have been gained this term :— 
Cook’s Badge : K. Coleman, E. Whitehead, B. Coupland, M. Cave,

R. Allington, C. Hayhurst.
Athlete’s Badge : K. Coleman, D. C. Wainwright, J. Martin, C.

Plumb, D. A. Stonclake.
Cyclist’s Badge : B. Coupland.
Camper’s Badge : M. Cave.
P ioneer’s Badge : M. Cave.

We are now in the midst of a course for the Tracker’s Badge.
Camp.

The summer camp was held at Thrumpton on land kindly lent by 
Mr. A. Small of Wood Farm. The site was a beautifully green field 
sloping towards the river Trent and almost surrounded by woodland.

We assembled on Sunday, July 26th, to find that the advance party 
(Cave, Whitehead and Abell) had done a ‘ good job of work.’ We 
proceeded at once to pitch our own tents and camouflage them.
“ Hawkeye’s Hotel,” “ Wacker’s Wigwam ” , “ Cave’s Cottage ”, 
“ Hayhurst’s Hut ” and “ Allington’s Arbour ” became well-known 
landmarks.

The Peewits unfortunately pitched their tent over a wasp’s nest and 
after they had suffered two casualties, they ceased to argue and beat 
a somewhat hurried retreat !

The camp routine was modelled on that of the camp held at Ilordle 
on the south coast. We had one kitchen, and each patrol in turn took
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charge of the cooking and other camp duties for 24 hours. We had 
our own Tuck Shop, and cheques were used in payment, as we had 
deposited all our spending money in the camp bank.

Each day’s work was different, but the following is a typical pro
gramme :—

7.30 a.m. Reveille. Wash !
8.0 a.m. Prayers. Flag.

8.15 a.m. P.T. by the side of the 
river.

8.45 a.m. Breakfast.
10.0 a.m. Tent Inspection.
10.30—11.30 a.m. Classes in 

Axemanship, Signalling,
1st Aid, Mapping, etc.

11.30 a.m. Tuck Shop.
12—1 p.m. Pioneering.

1.30 p.m. Dinner.
2.—2.30 p.m. Rest. Bank and 

Post Office open.
2.30— 3.30 p.m. Estimations.
3.30— 4.30 p.m. Bathing Parade 

or wide game for two hours.
5.0 p.m. Tea.

5.30— 8.30 p.m. Free Time.
8.30 p.m. Supper.
9.0 p.m. Prayers, Flag.
10.0 p.m. Lights Out.

This programme was considerably altered on two occasions. One 
evening we had “ Night-Ops” from 11.30 p.m. to 1.30 a.m. (the 
boys being made to rest earlier in the evening).

This was great fun and took the form of Commando Raids. The 
blackened faces, the hooded forms flitting through the woodland at 
midnight, the hoot of the owl, the bark of the fox-cubs and the sudden 
dash of a frightened animal caused many a stout heart to quiver. 
After some hot soup, everyone went to bed quite thrilled (even 
Wainwright — but thereby hangs a tale !). There was a later Reveille 
next morning ! On another occasion, the troop split into two parties 
and journeyed about 18 miles through strange country, using the 
ordnance maps to find their way. They drew rations and cooked their 
own meals. They slept well that night !

We held an Inter-Patrol Sports Meeting. In addition to the Relay 
and other fiat races, we included in the programme slow and fast 
cvde races, an obstacle race and a Tug-of-War tourney. A “ blind 
boxing " contest was watched by the villagers, who followed most of 
o ar arnvkie* with some curiosity and evident enjoyment. We had 
tnar.% j . and crk ie t matches, generally during free time. Home 
ande baas and arrows enjoyed a vogue, and some skill was attained 
by a few wooiki-be Robin Hoods.

On S w d n  a e  held a Church Parade, and several scouts augmented 
the v tor  the morning service.

The paemi leaden managed their patrols admirably. Orders were 
obevec soar: “ r c  .fsopiine in the camp was excellent. The
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marching practices held in the village street were events in the village 
calendar. The cooking was up to our usual standard ; despite 
rationing, there was no shortage of food. One of our experiments 
which turned out successfully was to roast 12 lbs. of sirloin in a dixie. 
The camp was characterised by the numerous “ secret gadgets ” 
manufactured by each patrol. Much enterprise was shown in this, 
and the ‘ gadgets ’ were most useful.

Our ancient custom of awarding feathers for good camping took 
place amidst enthusiasm. P. Spray was awarded pride of place amongst 
“ The Rabble ” , and his behaviour was a model.

Owing to bad weather the camp fire was postponed until the first 
meeting of the autumn term. The Competition for the Inter-Patrol 
Shield had been so keen that we had to await the Camp Fire result in 
order to name the winners. We can now congratulate them — The 
Peewits (R. Allington) — on their first victory. The Owls (K. Coleman) 
put up a magnificent fight, and only lost by the smallest of margins.

The S.M. wishes to express his thanks to T. L. Cave, “ Quarter
master ” Whitehead and the patrol leaders whose help contributed so 
much to the smooth running of the camp. He is also indebted to
K. Coleman for many of the details in this account.

We broke camp on Tuesday, August 4th — a fine morning and a 
fitting finish for a grand camp.

“ Aegean S ea”.

CENTAUR CYCLING CLUB
Barrow-on-Soar : September 19th.

The day was cloudy: this was disappointment number one,
especially when we remembered the glorious sunshine we enjoyed on 
our trip to Hazelford Ferry just a year before. We travelled through 
Ruddington and along the main Loughborough road as far as Hoton, 
where we turned left and halted for lunch on the summit of Barrow 
Hill. We sat beneath a large tree and were much pestered by spiders. 
At 1 p.m. we rode into Barrow-on-Soar. Here we met disappointment 
number two : the owner of the punts, skiffs and canoes refused to 
let us hire any of his boats — he held strong views about boys in boats. 
We left him with smiles on our faces, but casting regretful glances 
(and, I fear, apple cores) at his skiffs. When we reached Stanford 
we decided to look round the Church: the vicar joined us. He held 
strong views about boys in churches : apparently some evacuees had 
held water sports in his church, using the stirrup-pump and other 
fire-fighting appliances. Although most of the church was restored
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or rebuilt in 1894, it is not without interesting features, including a 
“ Leper’s squint ” and two “ mystery tombs”, one surmounted 
by the effigy of a supposed Crusader, and the other having a picture 
of two women scratched upon the stone, and an inscription which is 
unfortunately almost illegible. There is also a very carefully pre
served piece of brasswork. In the well-kept churchyard is an enormous 
Yew-tree, in whose shade Charles I and Cromwell are said to have 
discussed terms before a local battle. leaving Stanford, we rode 
through East Leake and Gotham. Then we stopped for tea. Thinking 
to avoid spiders, we kept clear of trees : we were unlucky — we sat 
upon an ants’ nest ! The youngest member of the party was the chief 
sufferer: he had the greatest expanse of bare leg. In their hurried 
uprising other members of the party were stung by nettles. We 
finished our tea standing up, and then rode to Barton-in-Fabis. With 
a little clever adjustment we and our cycles crossed the Trent in the 
ferry-boat without mishap After a rather bumpy journey along the 
river bank to Bceston the party split up, most of the members reaching 
home just in time to escape a shower.

Stapleford and M ori-ey : October 26th .

The last ride of the season was short and sweet: short because we 
returned in time for tea, and sweet because one of the party had 
brought enough chocolates to * go round ’ several times. The day was 
cold and visibility poor, but our hearts were stout and the road dry. 
We passed the Hemlock Stone at 11 a.m., and a few minutes later we 
entered Stapleford. Here we expected an addition to the party, but 
when we finally ran him to earth, the addition, though immaculately 
dressed, said he was spending the morning gardening: we hoped his 
efforts would be of national value. Leaving the main Derby road at 
Spondon, we continued towards Morley for half an hour, and ate our 
picnic lunch by the roadside on Chaddcsdcn Common. We found 
sitting down rather chilly, and were soon ready to move on. From 
Morley we rode via Horsley Woodhouse, Kilburn, Denby and Cross 
Hill to Codnor. After that we had a straight run home, arriving 
between 3.30 and 4 p.m. The ride was enjoyable, but devoid of any 
particular interest. We departed from tradition, however, in two 
ways: we did not visit any churches, and we never lost our way.

<< n  »»
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OBITER SCRIPTA
(With apologies for the title i f  it upsets the Classical Mind).

The rain came down in buckets full.
Ancestors are members of the same family who are dead. 
Micah Clarke was entertained by the Mare of Taunton.
To get attendation I offer a free stamp to new members.
The Russians are famous for their ballad dances.
A ballad is a poem that has no author.
The vote was carried anonymously by 300 to 26.
The recruit was given liberality to choose his unit.
Members of the A.R.P. are involuntary workers.
In Herod’s day minstrels sang ballads about Sir Galahad and

other knights. 
The weather was very morose, with large grey clouds.
With a surl on his face he involuntary helped to dig the garden. 
I have sinned and deferred from the paths of truth.
I hope I do not have to promulgate many A.R.P. duties.
Before the Revolution the pheasants, teething with rage, Hocked

to Paris.
We then draped the weight over the pulley.
One-third of an iceberg is above the water because two-thirds

are below the surface.

NEWS OF OLD BOYS
Births.

On January 31st, 1942, to C. B. Stallard (1929-30) and Mrs. Stallard, 
a daughter.

On July 17th, 1942, to Police Constable R. Ball (1932-38) and Mrs. 
Ball, a daughter (Teresa).

On September 13th, 1942, to K. P. Hill (1933-38) and Mrs. Hill, 
a daughter (Janet Valerie). • ,

On October 28th, 1942, to Lieutenant D. E. A. Raven (1929-33) 
and Mrs. Raven, a daughter.

M arriage.
On August 10th, 1942, at Holy Trinity Church, Darlington, W. 

Dench (1933-39) and Miss Joan E. Gaines.

D eaths on Service.
Sergeant-Observer J. E. Hatherley (1929-31) R.A.F.
D. Appleby (1934-39) and J. A. Steventon (1932-35) R.N.
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M issinc.
W. J. Baulkwill (1929-38) Army, R. Butler (1929-31) R.A.F., C. R. 

Burnell (1930-34) Army, D. R. Hopkinson (1931-36) R.A.F., J. Morgan 
(1932-36) R.A.F.

.  Prisoner of W ar.
J. A. Riccomini (1929-35).

D ecorations.
D.F.M. to Flight-Sergeant J. D. Gadshy (1930-35) for “ displaying 

courage and coolness in times of difficulty and danger.”
M.M. to Corporal J. Taylor (1930-35) for gallantry in the Middle 

East.
Examination Successes.

G. B. Hardwick (1933-40), studying at King’s College, London, has 
gained his B.A. with first class honours in all subjects. He now holds a 
commission in the Army.

At Oxford, in the Shortened Examination Part I in Modern History, 
F. Musgrove (1934-41) was placed in Class II, and P. Flint (1934-41) 
was placed in Class III. Musgrove is now in the R.A.F., and Flint 
was with the same O.C.T.U. as G. B. Hardwick.

J. F. Brothwell (1935-41) and P. B. Redgate (1935-40) have passed 
Part I of the Bankers’ Examination.

J. W. Russell (1932-40), studying at University College, Nottingham, 
has obtained his degree with Second Class Honours in Chemistry.

K. T. Watson (1932-38) has passed the University of London 
intermediate examination for external students in engineering and 
mining metallurgy.

P. R. Boulton (1934-41) has gained exemption from the inter
mediate examination in engineering.

G. H. Riley (1936-42) has passed the First Handicraft Examination 
of the City and Guilds of London.

W. D. Sterland (1936-41) and J. Cownie (1935-40) have passed 
external examinations of the City of Nottingham College of Art and 
Crafts School of Architecture, Sterland in Part I of the History of 
Architecture and Cownie in the second year of the diploma course.

J. A. Smart (1935-40) has passed the London Matriculation Examina
tion.

L. Moult (1930-36) has become an Associate Member of the 
Institute of Mechanical Engineers.
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R. W. Pilbeam (1932-40) has gained his Teaching Certificate at 
Goldsmith’s College, qualifying in Music.

B. H. Parkin (1933-35), who now writes A.S.A.A- and A.T.I.I. 
after his name, qualified in 1940 as an Incorporated Accountant.

Athletic Successes.
F. W. Dixon (1934-39) has won a prize as a finalist in a regimental 

boxing tournament.
S. Holgate (1929-37), playing v. Sneinton C.C., scored 141 runs 

in 70 minutes.
P. A. Morley (1933-41), playing v. Burlington Amateurs, took six 

wickets with seven balls, doing the Hat Trick twice.
D. Flint (1935-40) enjoyed another successful season with Bramcote

C.C., taking 98 wickets, and several times making the highest score . 
for his side.

G eneral.
R. R. Allcock (1935-41) is President of the Students of Leeds 

Training College, an honour once claimed by W. A. Clifton (1931-38).
D. H. Simpkin (1936-42) is at Sheffield Training College.
G. L. Godfrey (1934-39) and A. D. Smith (1935-40) are working 

for the Ministry of Aircraft Production.
T. E. Ball (1934-35) is now manager of one of the departments of 

Messrs. John Jardine’s business in Nottingham.
D. J. Arrand (1935-40), D. Flint (1935-40) and C. B. Stallard 

(1929-30) are members of the Home Guard. K. H. Brealey (1935-40) 
is in the A.R.P. service.

We are sorry that ill-health has compelled D. Walker (1933-37) 
to leave the Merchant Navy, and K. A. Morecroft (1931-38) to quit 
the R.A.F. We wish them both a speedy and complete recovery.

Old Boys in Canada include J. R. Bowskill (1934-39), E. Petch 
(1930^35), S. Reeve (1933-38), K. Oldershaw (1933-39), F. J. Johnson 
(1932-37), F. W. Merrin (1932-36), K. P. Hill (1933-38) and H. N. 
Ash (1934-39). In India are J. B. Hogg (1930-35), B. T. Selby 
(1933-38), E. Allen (1930-36) and O. B. Smith (1929-36), who has 
recently become engaged by cable. K. Toyne (1932-37) is in South 
Africa, L. G. Allen (1934-39) is in West Africa, and R. M. Binch 
(1932-37) and A. Rutt (1929-30) met recently in Rhodesia. In the 
Middle East are W. P. Coleman (1931-37), R. W. Gee (1929-34),
R. Jephson (1931-34), R. J. Hills (1931-37), J. H. Smith (1930-36),
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). R. Sutton (1932-37), E. Whcldon (1931-35) and E. H. II. Sharpe 
(1929-34). A. E. Osborne (1931-34) is in Persia. E. Sumner
(1934-39) is ‘ somewhere abroad’. Nearer home, R. P. Webber 
(1934-38) is on the Isle of Lewis. G. F. Rose (1934-39) reports that 
he met J. H. I’ykett (1934-39) in Scarborough, while W. Keeling 
(1929-34), now a Production Engineer (and captain of a ‘ Rugger ’ 
teapi), has met K. W. May (1930-38) in Scotland. B. R. Smith
(1929-35), now married, has left Northern Ireland, and is now at an 
O.C.T.U. F. R. Fletcher (1929-32) and his brother A. B. (1931-36) 
are with the same R.A. Battery in Yorkshire.

We were sorry to learn in November that F. G. Emmonds (1930-35), 
now with the R.A.F., was suffering from dysentery, at Quetta. We 
hope he will have made a good recovery long before this appears in 
print.

We shall be pleased to hear from or about the following Old Boys, 
whose addresses we do not possess :—A. Brown, D. H. Brown, L. S. 
Brown, H. Chappell, R. C. Clarke, S. H. Flintham, R. C. Gratton,
S. G. D. Hancock, R. H. Harrison, F. W. Marriott, J. F. Moody,
D. W. Moult, C. B. Payne, J. R. Robinson, G. W. Rogers, F. R. Teed, 
G. A. Whitby and J. H. Winter.

There is now a real shortage of games kit, especially house shirts 
and football boots. If any O.B. has any games kit he wishes to dispose 
of, Mr. Haines will be pleased to sell it for him and either send him 
the money or place it to the credit of any school fund or society.

The membership of the Old Boys’ Association in July 1942 was 
only 90. It is now 250, but we should like to see it further increased. 
Anyone wishing to join should write to Mr. G. E. Goodall or Mr. T.
E. Smith at the School. If you meet another O.B., ask him if he 
belongs to the Association and, if not, why not.

The Magazine Committee will be pleased to consider for publication 
articles, stories or letters submitted by Old Boys. Contributions 
should be addressed to the Editor at the School.

OLD BOYS WITH THE COLOURS
(297 names have been published in previous issues).

A. H. Hauxwell (J936-42) R.A.F.
J. Buxton (1935-40) R.N.
A. H. Garratt (1934-39) R.N.
W. E. Curtis (1933-40) R.A.F.
T. E. Harrison (1935-39) R.N.V.R.

J. H. I’ykett (1934-40) R.A.F.
D. J. D. Tve (1935-40) Army.
J. Wykcs (1930-34) Army.
J. S. H. Stepanian (1932-39) R.A.F. 
G. W. Wright (1935-39) R.A.F.
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E. K. Smith (1935-40) R.A.F.
D. Watson (1934-37) Army 
W. A. Clifton (1931-38) R.N.
P. R. Hughes (1937-38) R A F.
A. N. Jones (1933-37) R.A.F.
J. Anderson (1929-33) Army
P. Flint (1934-41) Army
C. Smith (1932-38) R.A.F.
A. W. Beardsley (1933-38) Army 
C. R. Taylor (1935-39) R.A.F.
J. Briggs (1929-34) Army
S. C. M. Dobb (1934-36) Army 
R. F. Sansom (1929-33) R.A.F.
W. E. Brown (1929-33) R.A.O.C.
F. Row lev (1929-34) R.C.A.F.
A. E. Osborne (1931-34) R.A.
F. E. Street (1935-39) R.N.
K. Oldershaw (1933-39) F.A.A.
R. J. Hills (1931-37) R.A.F.
H. Burnett (1934-38) R.A.F.
S. J. Hancock (1930-37) R.A.F.
A. Lowe (1930-32) R.A.F.
C. J. Ednev (1935-40) R.N.
K. Toyne (1932-37) R.A.F.
J. M. Wood (1933-36) R.A.F.
R. Allen (1929-34) R.A.S.C.
La. A. Watson (1935-40) Army
E. Sumner (1934-39) R.A.F.
D. Stephenson (1935-39) Army 
A. N. Severn (1930-35) R.A.F.
A. Beardsall (1930-35) R.C.O.S.
E. A. M. Minton (1930-33) R.N.
J. K. Buck (1932-37) R.A.F.
R. Atkins (1934-39) Army 
C. A. Baker (1929-30) R.A.F.
F. W. Robinson (1936-39) Army 
R. Van Herrewege (1930-35)

Belgian Army 
D R. Hopkinson (1931-36) R.A.F.
J. Robson (1934-39) R.E.M.E.
R. C. W. Foskctt (1935-40) R.A.F.
F. Walker (1929-34) Army 
W. J. Jallands (1934-42) R.A.F.

G. Parry (1937-40) R.A.F.
R. H. Scruton (1935-40) R.A.C.
S. Kerry (1933-40) R.A.F.
T. G. liable (1935-40) Army.
A. Worthington (1934-39) R.A.F.
F. Musgrove (1934-41) R.A.F.
E. W. Rhodes (1934-38) R.N.
J. R. Thompson (1932-35) Army 
R. W. Pilbeam (1922-40) R.A.F.
L. Sharpe (1932-35) Army 
R. J. Melbourne (1929-32) R.A.F.
E. Millership (1929-32) Army 
R. W. Gee (1929-34) R.A.S.C.
J. Tavlor, M.M., (1930-35) R.C.O.S.
F. A.'Rowley (1931-36) R.A.
R. H. Billson (1933-40) F.A.A.
F. K. Daley (1929-36) Army
J. S. Shaw (1935-40) R.N.
A. Paxton (1929-33) R.C.O.S.
K. Barlow (1933-38) R.A.F.
D. A. Shipstone (1934-39) R.E.M.E.
D. H. Lindlcy (1934-42) R.N.
W. G. Greensmith (1929-31)

R.A.M.C.
G. F. Rose (1934-39) R A.F.
W. F. Peck (1935-40) R.A.F.
P. J. Wright (1934-38) R.A.C.
E S. Brown (1929-34) R.A.F.

J. R. Bowskill (1934-39) R.A.F.
H. E. Reeve (1934-40) R.A.C.
E. W. Willars (1929-34) R.N.

J. T . Cook (1936-40) Army.
G. A. Dykes (1935-41) R.A.F.
J. M Flower (1934-39) R.A.F.
N. Travers (1932-36) R.A.
P. S. Hogg (1934-38) R.A.F.
R. Davies (1934-41) R A.F.
V. P. Pickup (1935-40) R.A.F.
R. Ball (1932-38) F.A.A.
N. J. Parry (1929-35) Army
G. C. R. Morrell (1937-41) F.A.A.
A. G. Weller (1936-41) R.A.F.

The following is a list of members of the Old Boys’ Association in December, 
1942:—with the Forces: C. W. Allen, L. G. Allen, R. Allen, R. S. Arrand,
F. Atkins, E. Bacon, R. K. Bailey, W. H. M. Bailey, C. A. Baker, R. A. Baker, 
K. H. Ball, R. Ball, R. H. Billson, R. M. Binch, H. A. R. Briggs, J. Briggs, 
K. R. S. Brooks, W. E Brown, L. P. Brownlow, J. K. Buck, H. Burton, 
J. E. Bussens, J. Buxton, N. Carpenter, F. G. Clarke, F. Clay, W. A. 
Clifton, P. E. Collins, J. T . Cook, C. Cosford, L. E. Crawley, J . S. Crossland,
T . S. Crossland, J. V. Cupit, W. E. Curtis, A. C. Dabell, T . G. Dable, R. 
Davies, F. W. Dixon, D. M. Dolman, A. H. Duff, R. Duffield, C. H. Eggleston,
H. Everington, J. H Fasey, A. B. Fletcher, J. M. Flower, T . Ford, R. C. W,



Thirty THE CENTAU R

Foskett, W. N. Foss, S. R. Fuller, P. A. Gardiner, R. YY’. Gee, I!. R. Green, 
C. Green, J. R. Green, A. Green halgh, J. S. Gregory, F. Hall, A. W. Hallarn, 
S. J. Hancock, G. B. Hardwick, W. E. Iiarper, G. E. Harris, T. E. Harrison, 
A. H. Hauxwell, J. Heath, K. P. Hill, R. J. H its, J. B. Hogg, G. W. Howitt, 
W: J. Jallands R. Jephson, G. A. Johnson, S. Kerry, F. E. Kightley, 1). H.
I. indley, W. I .owe, A. H. Marshall, K. YY’. May, F. YV. Merrin, K. A. More- 
croft, L. H. Morley, T. Morley, R. Morton, K. Murfin, E. Newstead, D. H. 
Ottiler, K. Oldershaw, A. K. (Jsborne, G. R. Ottey, F. Parkin, N. J. Parry, 
A. Paxton. W. Peck, T . L. Peirce, E. Petch, J. E. Pilbcam. S. Plumb, F. L. 
Pontin, F. G. Poole, YV. G. E. Porter, F. R. Purdy, C. N. Rands, S. Reeve, 
l'\ E. Rhodes, F. A. Roberts, F. YY\ Robinson, G. F. Rose, F. Rowley, F. A. 
Rowley, H. T. Scothome, A. Scrimshaw, R. H. Scrut. n, A. N. Severn, K. II. 
H. Sharpe, G. A. Sharpe, L. Sharpe, J. S. Shaw, D. A. Shipstone, J. A. Short 
E. A. Simons, YV. Skeavington, B. R. Smith, E. K. Smith, (). B. Smith, A. II. 
Smithurst, J. R. Spencer, I.. Spolton, J. N. Stainforth, C. Stephenson, I). 
Stephenson, A. Storer, K. H. Suggett, J. R. Sutton, J. Taylor, G. YY'. Thomas,
J. S YV. Tilley R. E. J. YY’. Timmins, J. V. Tomlinson, K. Toyne, N. Travers, 
I). J. D. Tye, F. YValker, E. I -  YY’atts, G. YY’. Wells, YV. R. YY;harmby, G. YV. 
YVheatley, K. YVheldon, II. D. YVhitehead, J. M. YVood, N. J. H. Wood, B. 
YVoodhouse, G. YV. Wright, P. J. YY’righ t: still, as far as we know, in “ Civvy 
Street ” : 1,. R. Addv, YY’. G. Allen. D. J. Arrand, G. E. Arrand, K. Ashley, 
R. Atkins, T . K. Ball, YY’. R. Ball, J. A. Blair, R. Blundv, G. H. Boot, J. S 
Bostock, A. II. Bos worth, K. H. Brealcy, J. F. Broth well, A. E. Cheetham, 
E. W. C’arke, E. J. ConneP, D. M. Cunnington, C. Dakin, J. R. Davenport, 
P. J. Ebling, YV. Edginton, R. E. Elliott, H. J. Farrand, H. J. Fisher, D. Flint, 
G. I,. Fox, G. Frost, D. Gibson, J. M. Gill, G. E. Ginnever, G. L. Godfrey, 
M. H. Greensmith, M. H. Hague, D. N. F. Hall, A. D. Harris, G. F. Harris, 
C. J Hartshorn, D. H. Hensby, J. F. G. Henshaw, R. Henstock, S. Holgate,
C. A. Holmes, D. R. Hopkinson, L. Horspool, G. J. Howard, D. James, F. R. 
Jones, YV. Keeling, K. Kirkham, G. Lansdall, D. B. Learning A. I divers, 
G. E. Little, J. S. Love-grove, E. J. Martin G. A. Matthews, R. Millinship, 
I). Mitchell, P. A. Morley, L. Moult, F. Naylor, E. J. Northfield, G. G. S. 
Palmer, B. H. Parkin, R. Peat, G. B. Pickering, H R. Potter, N. Pugh, J. 
Rayment, C. B. Redgate, G. H. Riley, R. Robinson, D. N. Rosillo, J. YY’. 
Russell, F. J. Severn, F. R. Shaw. J. Shaw, D. H. Simpkin, J. A. Smart, A. D. 
Smith, T . G. Thompson, N. E. Treece, R. A. Tuck, D. I,. Tyler, D. YValker. 
P. YY’alters E. YY’ard. A. YV’cbster, A. G. YVeller, H. YVhitehead, A. B. Wiles,
D. F. Worthington, D. M. YVright.

THE HAPPY WARRIOR
(an extract from a letter).

............... I will now give you a resume of modern guerrilla warfare
as carried on by the H. G. Believe you me, after that experience 1 
would rather do guerrilla fighting in Russia, where you do at least 
have a horse. To resume, however ; operations started at about 
6 p.m. on Saturday ; what time, cheered and heartened by the admiring 
remarks of bystanders, we packed ourselves into, onto and around
lorries, and were driven in ‘ -------- shire After being released from
our precarious hold on the lorry we immediately, without one moment’s
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rest to restore our shattered nerves, started off. We marched, not in 
the common or garden manner as does your ordinary soldier, hut up 
hill, down dale and, in general, across any piles of boulders, tin cans, 
etc., that the platoon leader could find. After three hours of this 
perfectly nauseating progress we came to the first of seven rivers. As 
I, 0  blessed chance, was the only one in the platoon that could swim, 
I had to strip seven times, swim across each river with a rope between 
my teeth, run about till I was dry, then struggle into my clothes and 
march gallantly and cheerfully forward. After capturing three bridges, 
two villages, one prisoner and three pairs of moonstruck lovers, the 
platoon, happy as sandboys (ha ! ha !), laid down their weary bodies 
to rest. We slept in a hedge bottom from 5 a.m. till 5.10 a.m., when 
the order came to move forward. Weren’t we happy, eager and 
cheerful ? Marching along the highway, we saw nothing and no one 
of military importance till about 9 a.m., when we captured three tanks, 
only to learn that they had been blown up about ten hours before. 
As their capture had involved twenty minutes crawling over a ploughed 
field, you may be able to imagine our feelings. Nothing else happened 
till 1 got home, when, after a gargantuan meal, the weary but still
cheerful warrior (myself) slept for nineteen h o u rs ................

H.G. (1936—41).

TO BE A FARMER’S BOY
As I plunged excitedly from my fairly comfortable compartment at 

Grantham, two weary seniors rose from the seat near the station 
ticket barrier and gesticulated wildly to attract my attention. Catching 
sight of them, 1 shot through the barrier without surrendering my 
ticket, but the railway official was unperturbed and left it at that. 
Outside, strong arms grabbed me and whisked me through narrow 
alleys and main streets. One of the seniors gasped ,“ There’s a bus 
to Boothby at half past eleven.” It was then eleven thirty-five. We 
gave up the hopeless rush.

So began my week’s stay at out Boothby Pagnell Farming Camp. 
The majority of my form hail been there a fortnight already ; I was a 
replacement sent to close the gap caused by the removal to hospital 
of a boy who had had his ear badly mauled by a dog.

It didn’t take me long to settle down to camp life. Of course I was 
ragged by the other lads a good deal. They naturally looked upon 
themselves as old hands when it came to sugar-beet singling. This 
was our main task, and it was a job guaranteed to ensure complete
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exercise of the back. All day long there we were, removing the smallest 
beets from each clump, to allow the largest one to swell out as the 
weeks rolled by.

Most of us were too far away from “ home,” as we called the camp, 
to enable us to return at one o’clock for lunch, so we took outsize 
sandwiches with us when we left in the morning, and ate them in the 
fields. When we returned to camp at about five o’clock, we usually 
Tiad a slap-up feed awaiting us, or at any rate a dinner.

Transport to and from the farm was generally provided by the 
farmers themselves. The luckiest of us swept along in a spacious 
Ford. The luckier crowded into a medium-sized Austin. The less 
lucky rode in the back of a bucking truck (and that truck kept up a 
steady fifty miles per hour.). The unfortunate had to cycle. My 
farm was two miles distant and I was supposed to cycle. I had no 
cycle, so I hitch-hiked it on other farm lorries and cars.

One does not appreciate the comforts of town life until one is sud
denly placed in such an isolated spot. Here is a list of the general 
lack of facilities of the neighbourhood. There was not a single shop 
in Boothby Pagnell, bar the post-office. The nearest cinemas were 
at Grantham, five miles away, and buses ran at intervals of two hours. 
To obtain washing-water we pumped laboriously at the rickety old 
pump in the waste patch behind our quarters. Drinking-water came 
from the tap a hundred yards down the road. We slept at night with 
three blankets apiece to cover us (more if we could scrounge them). 
But there were surprisingly few complaints. We planned many 
“ midnight raids ” , but few took place.

At last the day of departure arrived. Hurriedly we ate an early 
breakfast, tidied the camp, and boarded the bus for Grantham. Just 
before nine we were on the train, steaming out of Grantham, when one 
of us spotted a sugar-beet field. We all smiled grimly as we gazed 
upon the familiar long rows of green plants.

“ Poor U nfortunate,” 3a.

HIS HOUR UPON THE STAGE
“ ------were so many Mosquitoes over the area at one time that the

sky was black with them. I put the stick forward and my finger trembled 
on the gun-button as I dived tow ards................”

The saloon bar crowded around the sergeant who, at frequent 
intervals, poured down his throat the offerings of Robin’s Special 
Pale Ale (10£d. draught, 1/1 bottled) that were thrust before him by
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eager listeners. His face was flushed by the excitement of the story 
and by the effect of the enormous amount of beer he had consumed. 
Sweat glistened on his forehead, but still he did not loosen his great
coat, the buttons of which glistened as the result of ardent cleaning.

“ I looked round and saw an Me. 110 streaking above me like a 
huge shark belching forth cannon shell. My navigator stopped a 
bullet and I heard his computor crash into the floor of the plane. 
He’d had it . . . .  . ”

The barmaid, Aggie — she had been in the saloon bar of the “ Red 
Lion ” for years, ever since her husband had drunk himself to death 
on Robin’s Special Pale Ale — gasped her horror as she reached for 
the whisky bottle and refilled old Mr. Jones’s glass. Smith, who had 
been one of the “ regulars ” even before Aggie had become queen of 
the domain behind the bar, nervously drained his pint jar and reached 
another shilling from his trouser pocket. The rest of the crowd in 
the bar stood or sat, open-mouthed, as they heard the gory details 
of the battle. This sergeant certainly had some exciting adventures. 
“ Never heard o’ them there Mosquiters before, I ain’t,” admitted 
young Joe Marsden, who was captain of the “ Red Lion ” dart team.

A young pilot officer came into the bar and apologetically tapped a 
half-crown on the counter. Aggie, rapt and imagining she herself 
was at the controls of a plane, did not notice the tap of the coin. The 
officer, his overcoat buttons rather dingy and coppery in the light of 
the bar, rapped sharply with his knuckles and brought Aggie abruptly 
to earth. She sniffed distastefully as she took his order for a large 
cider and then turned once more to the sergeant’s tale. The recipient 
of the cider and Aggie’s sniff sat quietly in a corner and sipped his 
large cider.

“ ..................all at once I saw the instrument board absolutely
splintered with cannon-shell fragments. Thanks, sir, it is empty. 
As I was saying, bang went the instrument board and I offered up a 
hasty prayer — good stuff this Robin’s Pale, bit flat tonight, though, 
Aggie.” He lurched slightly under the influence of the beer and 
steadied himself against the counter before sinking the rest of his pint. 
He was enjoying himself tonight, and so were the crowd who hung 
on to his every word. Sgt. Smith suppressed a hiccough and con
tinued.

“ I heard one of the engines coughing and spluttering, but I just 
held hard onto the stick and tried to shake the Hun off my tail.”

His breath was getting shorter as his lifting of the jar became more 
frequent. Sgt. Smith would soon be hopelessly drunk — he saw the 
bar, Aggie and bottles of Robin’s Pale Ale suddenly shiver twice and 
then revolve three times.
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Aggie was speaking when it stopped ; she was indicating the young 
pilot officer who, unconscious of the stares of the saloon bar, still 
sipped his cider.

“ Coo, ain’t I seen hitn somewhere before ?” said Aggie, “ Saw his 
pikcher in today’s paper, I’m sure. Cook, here it is — in the ‘ Star.’ 
Ooo-er . . . .  he’s got a medal from the king for raiding France in 
one o’ them there Mosquitoes.” All attention centred on the young 
pilot officer, and Sgt. Smith, gloriously drunk, sensed that the lime
light had shifted, and lurched out of the saloon bar into the cool night 
air.

At five forty-five next morning Sgt. Smith gathered together his 
cook-house staff.

“ Sausage . . . .  two links per man,” he said soberly ; his head 
thumped with repercussions of last night’s drink. Still, he had en
joyed last n ig h t.............. almost convinced himself he was a pilot then
. . . .  pity that officer had to come in when he did.

“ Yes,” reiterated Sgt. Smith, “ sausage . . . .  two links per man !’’
J. H eath, 

(1935-40).

FOG
The stolid old oak-tree could hardly sec his few remaining leaves 

for fog. “ Bless my branches ; what a fog,” he thought, peering at 
the people groping their way past him.

He was suddenly startled by a voice behind him saying, “ Hello, 
George ; how’s the missus ? Confound the fog : I’m talking to a tree !” 

The speaker passed on, but soon the tree heard another voice not 
far away: “ This fog’s a blessing,” it said. The tree was puzzled by 
this remark — until a young couple passed by arm in arm.

“ Everything has its use, after all,” thought the old tree, smiling 
to himself.

J.J.C., 5a.

MURDER MOST FOUL?
“ Come in” , cried Jean, as she heard a knock at the door. In 

walked Bob, her cousin. “ Hello, Jean: isn’t Jim ready yet ?” he 
said cheerfully. “ Jim’s not here,” replied Jean : “ he went out to
meet you at 7 o’clock. “ That’s right,” said Bob : “ we were going 
up to the Haunted House to take some moonlight photographs. I 
was twenty minutes late, but I waited ten minutes. Thinking Jim
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might have gone to our house, I went home ; but he wasn’t there, so 
I came here. He must have gone on without me. I^et’s go and 
look for him.”

Jean was a little nervous, but they set off together, and, after twenty- 
five minutes spent in climbing stiles, crossing fields and walking 
through woods, they reached the supposedly haunted house, which 
in the moonlight looked more eerie than ever.

Inside they went and looked around. “ Oh,” gasped Jean suddenly, 
“ isn’t that Jim’s torch ?” There lay Jim’s flash-lamp, glass broken 
and case dented. “ Here’s his handkerchief too,” exclaimed Bob, 
“ but what are those dark stains ?” “ They look like blood,” whispered
Jean hoarsely: “ perhaps Jim has been murdered,” “ Look here,” 
cried Bob, “ something has been dragged across the floor. Let’s look 
round a bit.” “ Oh no ; let’s go home,” begged Jean ; “ I feel very 
faint.”

So home they went silently and quickly. There was Jim, sprawling 
in an armchair, his face pale and his eyes shut. “ Oh, he’s dead,” 
almost shrieked Jean. “Oh no, I’mnot” , said Jim.gettingup, “ but what 
a night I’ve had” . Pressed for details, he continued, "  I had just got 
inside the Haunted House, when I tripped over a bit of loose leather 
on my left shoe. I lost my torch when I fell. I took out my knife to 
cut the leather, but in the dark my hand slipped and I cut myself badly. 
I pulled a heavy sack up and sat on it, trying to stop the bleeding with 
my handkerchief. The cut went on bleeding, so I started for home, 
losing my handkerchief somewhere. I got home all right, though, 
as you see, and here I am.”

Jean said, “ How you frightened us — and all for nothing,” but 
Bob said, “ All’s well that ends well.”

G.E.F., 4b.

THE RETARDER
It was in June last year that I met Kenning, an old school friend. 

We had dinner at a hotel and later Kenning suggested going to visit 
one of his uncles, an old country squire, so off we went. Kenning’s 
uncle lived in the modern part of an old monastery, where the old walls 
and part of the old roof still remained.

The next day we arranged to explore the remaining parts of the 
monastery. We had only the morning to do so, however, for Kenning 
had to play in a cricket match in the afternoon.

The cooi dank air in the old parts of the monastery was very chilling 
compared with the sunny day outside. While we were exploring the 
old kitchen I noticed a quaint old bottle, dirty with the dust of many
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years, stuck in a niche in the wall. I managed to lift it out, along 
with a company of spiders. Kenning, who was by my side, examined 
the label, which said “ Ye oldc slower-downer ” . Kenning, who was 
interested in drinks of all kinds, and thought he was an expert at tasting 
mixtures, pulled out the glass stopper and took a sip. To my surprise 
he drank all the bottle’s contents immediately. “ just like my uncle’s 
Scotch ” , he remarked.

He appeared unaffected at first, but something happened at the 
match that afternoon. As Kenning walked out from the pavilion, 
his progress towards the wicket became slower and slower. Cries of 
derision came from the crowd. “ Here comes lightning,” “ Get a 
move on ” , “ Step on it ”, were among the remarks. At last he reached 
the wicket, and very slowly took guard. The first ball struck him, 
and he had to be carried back to the pavilion.

Unfortunately, Kenning had made arrangements to perform a 
parachute descent that evening. He still seemed slow and dazed, but 
we got him into the plane. He was to land on a hill just outside the 
town. Crowds gathered on the hillside to watch the descent. The 
plane climbed steadily. It circled once, twice, and again. Kenning 
did not jump. The plane began to descend. When it was half-way 
down, Kenning jumped out. The crowd gasped: the parachute
had not opened.

Splash ! Kenning fell into a swamp. He was not killed, but he 
remained unconscious for several days. While he lay ill, I made a 
further search in the monastery and found an old document that 
related how one of the monks had concocted a drug with a retarding 
effect on the human body. The unfortunate Kenning had drunk 
this, and, not realising the effect, had tried to live at a rate ten times 
slower than the normal: he had never pulled the cord of his parachute.

J.R.B.O., 4b.

PARTED
(A pre-war episode).

He had lain there for the better part of an hour, when, rising over 
the pastures, borne by the breath of the cool Spring breeze, floated the 
magic peal of the village bells.

Michael had often heard the light philandering sound of God’s 
messengers, calling the faithful to prayer, but today, as he lay beneath 
the newly clothed branches, uttering a silent, soulful wish for her 
return, they seemed to harmonize with the depth of his passionate 
yearning, and reiterate the emotion of his broken heart.
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They seemed to understand his loss, appealing to the world for some 
small feeling of pity for this once happy man, who, in the past years, 
had answered their call to the house of prayer, and joyfully thanked 
his God for the small mercies which had been shown to him during 
his too short spell of happiness with the one he loved.

Even the trees, in accordance with the bells, bent down their leafy 
heads to mark the departure of one who had often passed beneath 
their pleasant green foliage, and had trodden the woodland paths 
with such joyous and youthful abandon, and stopped to pick the flowers 
on the very spot where he now lay.

Still, he thought, perhaps they would meet again, when they would 
be able to forgive and forget. Hope flooded his breast, and the sun, 
breaking through the leaves in dancing pencils of light, as if to further 
such hopes by adding the pleasant touch of the newly opened blossom 
of Spring, seemed to agree with him, whilst the lark, cheerfully calling 
to his mate, ascended with light-hearted beats of outstretched wings 
into the blueness of the skies above.

The bells, with changing sentiment, now called in happier vein :
tranquil at last in mind, Michael heeded not their call, but into 
a deep dreamless sleep. Across the fields, the people, treading the 
well-worn paths, answered the summons of the bells and filed rever
ently but without emotion into the church.

G.B.S.

I HAVE SEEN ____

That ever light should fail, 
Perished as music played,
Or end a merry tale.
Or vision ever fade !

That summer days should go, 
Or sacred moments fly, 
Vanished like virgin snow ! 
That love should ever die !

Hearts must at last resign 
Fond hope of highest place, 
And loveliness decline 
Upon the fairest face.
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But once we knew them all,
And life was splendid then 
With thoughts we’d fain recall—
And they may come again :

, For beauty never dies,
And always light returns,
And life’s sublime surprise 
Comes as the spirit yearns.

And though once more the flame 
Falters and flickers low,
The steadfast soul can claim,
“ I have seen, and I know . .

R. K. Bailey, 
(1931-36).

(We wonder how many of our readers remember some verses by 
the same author, entitled “ Wednesday ” and published in the 

“ Centaur ” of July 1936.).

55-54  B.C.
A long time ago lived a Roman,
Who happened one day by mischance 
To look at the White Cliffs of Dover 
From the country we now know as France.

So, thinking he’d like to play Hamlet,
And being a big Roman ‘ nut ’,
He summoned his army and navy,
(’Twere Thursday and Aerodromes shut).

The navy and army got ready 
And soon disembarked for their blitz ;
But the Britons had put on their war-paint,
And frightened the Romans to fits.

The first time the Romans were beaten,
And all they could do was to stare
At the Britons, who’d brought their six-shooters :
Old Caesar said that wasn’t fair.
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But still, to get on with the story,
The Britons fair led in the ballet,
And so, amid loud cries of “ Beat it !”,
J. Caesar made t ’bee-line for Calais.

Of course old J. C. didn’t like it,
To him it was too great a loss.
But he said he’d be back again shortly 
And then “ show those Britons who’s boss

Time marched on until the next year came : 
’Twas fifty and four, then, B.C.
The Romans prepared for invasion :
Old Caesar was laughing with glee.

This time they were much more successful, 
The Britons were took by surprise,
And Caesar marched right up to London:
He made people there rub their eyes.

The Romans had soon captured Britain,
And never grew really to hate h e r :
They didn’t have much of a chance t o ---------
For they left her four centuries later !

R.A.W., 4b.
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