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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
Head Prefect: YV. J. Jallands.
Vice-Captain : D. H. Lindley.
Prefects: E. W. Clarke, C. Cosford, D. B. Learning.
Sub-Prefects: K. C. Buckle, I. E. Dring, R. Evre, B. B. Foster,

V. YV. Gates, D. N. F. Hall, A. H. Hauxwell, 
L. Lewis, R. Peat, F. Naylor, C. B. Redgate, 
G. H. Riley, J. H. Russell, J. T . Topping.

House Captains: Blue House, D. H. Lindley : G reen House, D. B.
Learning: Red House, F. Navlor: Y ellow  House, 
YV. J. Jallands.

SCHOOL NOTES
Mr. J. A. Conway, who joined the teaching staff in 1932, has left the 

school to take up the post of Senior Physics Master at Cheltenham 
Grammar School. It is difficult to speak adequately of a colleague 
who, apart from his work as a teacher, has been for ten years always 
willing to offer those often unrecognised services “ behind the scenes” : 
services upon which the success and smooth running of any school 
enterprise depends. Should seating need arranging in the Hall, should 
it be necessary for electric lights to sprout in unexpected places, should 
the wireless set go wrong, should the Dramatic Society need a Business 
Manager, Mr. Conway would see to it, and a dozen other things at the 
same time. The A.T.C. too had a full share of his attention, and the 
habit (for it had become that) of saying, “ Try J.A.C.”, for any and 
every job, will die very hard.

YVe welcome to the school Mrs. Cushing, Mrs. James and Mr. 
F. YV. Packer.
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Mr. H. L. Newitt joined the Royal Navy in October 1941.
Mr. R. H. Smith now holds a commission in the Royal Corps of 

Signals.
Mr. S. Knox was married in July and Mr. H. H. G. Davis 

in December. We wish them and their brides a long and happy 
married life. Both these members of our staff are at (present serving 
with the R.A.F.

R. Henstock was awarded a State Scholarship, following his success 
in the Higher School Certificate examination, and is now in residence 
at St. John’s College, Cambridge. We congratulate him very heartily, 
especially as he is the first boy from this school to win a State 
Scholarship.

F. Musgrove has been awarded a Miners’ Welfare Scholarship 
tenable at Magdalen College, Oxford.

W. J. Jallands has been awarded a Methuen open scholarship in 
History, tenable at Wadham College, Oxford, and worth £100 p.a.

R. R. Allcock, E. J. Martin and J. T. Topping were awarded Cricket 
Colours in 1941.

P. Flint, E. J. Martin, P. A. Morley and J. T. Topping played in 
the Notts. County Schoolboys’ Cricket Matches in 1941.

In September 1941 R. Peat was elected Captain of Rugby Football. 
Unfortunately he left very soon afterwards, but an able substitute 
was found in C. Cosford. W. J. Jallands is Vice-Captain.

K. C. Buckle, R. P. Houghton, J. A. Lawrie, E. J. Northfield, H. L. 
Street, J. T. Topping and L. A. Wright were selected to play for the 
Notts. Public Schoolboys’ XV in several holiday games.

On Wednesday, November 5th, members of Forms IV, V, and VI 
enjoyed a talk about the Navy.

During the Shakespeare Week at Nottingham Theatre Royal a 
number of Sixth Form boys saw the production of “ Hamlet” ; later in 
the week a party of fifty boys from Form V saw “ The Merchant 
of Venice.”

At the request of several members of the Sixth Form the Gramo
phone Society has been revived. Dr. Veitch and the boys interested 
meet once a week during the dinner hour. A Special Choir has also 
been formed, which is open to any member of the school who wishes 
to sing.
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During May 1941 we collected £21 4s. 7d. for the Overseas 
League cigarette fund. Several acknowledgements have been received 
from men in the Forces.

The number of boys attending the school in September 1941 was 
492.

The members of the Magazine Committee for this number a re : 
Messrs. Goodall, Haines, Marshall and T. E. Smith, and K. C. Buckle,
I. E. Dring, A. H. Hauxwell, W. J. Jallands, D. B. Learning, D. H. 
Lindley and F. Naylor.

We acknowledge receipt of the following contemporaries, and 
apologise for possible omissions :—Brun, Brunts School Magazine, 
Elizabethan, Newtonian, Nottinghamian, Gong.

TEN YEARS AGO.
(Extracts from “ The Centaur” Volume I, No. 2.).

The staff has been completed by the coming of Mr. E. G. Cross, 
B.A., Mr. W. G. Lawson, B.A., Mr. S. M. Coulson and Mr. H. H. 
Pfannmuller, B.A.

For the previous two years we have entered candidates for the 
Northern Universities Joint Board Certificate Examination. This 
year, however, brings a change, for our present Fifth Form will take 
the Examination set by the University of London.

Since the last publication of “ The Centaur ”, £50 has been spent 
on Library books, and the total number of volumes increased by 236. 
So that now we have nearly 1,700 books altogether, 350 of which are 
fiction. In addition to this the books on loan from the County Library 
for the use of Forms I to III have been increased from 200 to 300. 
This means that there are about 2000 books on our Library shelves for 
the use of 350 boys.

Since the Magazine was published, the Old Boys’ Association has 
“ flourished exceedingly,” its chief activities being concerned with 
Rugby. A club has been formed which is definitely recognised in 
Nottingham and district. Another matter that is progressing favour
ably is preparation for the first Old Boys’ Dance. Although the 
Association is young, its members are already widespread.
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VALETE.

VI R. R. Allcock, A. H. Bosworth, P. R. Boulton, R. Davies, P. Flint,
J. M. Gill, A. Gregson, R. Henstock, D. A. Jukes, L. Lewis, 
A. H. Limb, J. M. Meakin, P. A. Morley, F. Musgrove, R. Peat, 
J. E. Pilbeam, J. G. Sharp, W. D. Sterland, A. G. Weller, 
W. A. Bird, K. C. Buckle.

V J. N. Atkins, H. Coates, A. F. Cuthbert, R. E. Docchar, A. Dol
man, K. E. Drinkwater, E. G. Edwards, H. J. Fisher, G. E. 
Ginnever, T. Greenhalgh, M. H. Greensmith, L. G. Guilor, 
C. J. Hartshorn, J. T. Haslam, G. W. Holroyd, L. Hors pool, 
L. G. Hunter, I. R. Iliffe, D. Jones, F. R. Jones, K. Kirkham,
G. Lansdall, A. Leivers, J. S. Lovegrove, G. A. Matthews, 
F. J. R. Newbutt, E. Newstead, K. G. Radford, J. S. Radford, 
W. B. Robins, D. N. Rosillo, E. Savage, J. A. Sherwood, H. C. 
T. Staniforth, J. N. L. Stopes, B. A. Taylor, P. Walters, A. G. 
Willars.

IV P. E. Collins, J. L. Godfrey, C. T. Greenwood, E. J. Martin,
H. A. Shelton, D. M. Taub.

I l l  D. Beecham, P. M. Cawthom, G. Edwards, D. R. Palmer, 
J. S. Severn.

II H. C. Clarke, K. R. Taylor.
I D. A. Wolstenholme.

AVETE.

IV K. Cheale.
I l l  R. H. Jarvis.
II R. E. Knight, J. N. Taylor, A. L. Williams.
I P. H. D. Ainsworth, H. J. Allison, J. R. Andrews, W. J. Argyle, 

W. H. Ashton, B. S. Baker, E. J. Ball, H. A. Barker, L. G. 
Barker, J. C. Barratt, L. A. J. Baston, L. C. Baxter, D. F. Beeston, 
W. E. Berry, G. Bingham, P. J. Blythe, D. B. Bond, T. N. 
Bradley, A. H. Brittain, M. J. Buckland, B. M. Buswell,G. E. Carter, 
W. J. Carter, A. Charlton, D.T. Cholerton, J. P. Clarke, J. T . B. Clay, 
P. J. Clayton, J. I. W. Cooper, P. Cornell, E. W. Cox, R. J. N. 
Dakin, J. W. Davies, P. D. Daykin, F. W. Dixon, W. Douglas, 
J. B. Drinkwater, D. C. Emmonds, J. T. G. Evans, P. Fahy, 
S. C. Foreman, D. M. Frost, W. R. F. Ghest, F. C. Gill, W. E.
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Goodband, R. Hadfield, A. Hallam, K. Hayes, A. N. Hill, 
E. D. Hopcroft, J. E. Horberry, R. A. Jones, D. Joyce, M. Kemp, 
B. C. Kinston, E. G. Lawrence, J. W. S. Lee, J. Lound, D. Mar
shall, D. H. Marsland, J. R. Melbourne, A. C. Moore, F. E. 
Moore, K. Murray, N. C. Nicholson, P. F. North, D. Oliver, 
S. S. Orgill, F. S. Ottrey, A. T. Parr, A. C. Perkins, B. Purdy, 
J. G. Ripley, G. N. Roberts, P. T. K. Roberts, A. Rowlston,
J. R. Searson, C. D. Seedhouse, J. Sheperd, P. D. Spence,
K. A. Spiby, W. G. Thacker, R. Wapplington, B. Ward, E. H. 
Ward, D. G. Wayte, A. J. Webster, D. Weston, D. White, 
R. Whittaker, J. G. Willars, R. A. Williamson, R. C. Wright, 
G. Young.
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Senior— 
1st Round

F inal :

Ju n io r— 

1st Round

F inal :

CRICKET, 1941

HOUSE MATCHES.

1. Red House—85 (Naylor 58 not out).
Green House—86 for 3 (Haslam 42 not out, Dring 33.).

2. Yellow House—118 (Topping 86 not out).
Blue House—120 for 2 (Morley 59 not out. Allcock 45 

not out).

Green House—224 for 5 (dec.) (Dring 63, Hauxwell 53, 
Lewis 23, Clarke 59 not out).

Blue House—136 (Bircumshaw 30, Leivers 41).

1. Blue House—27 (Pashley 5 for 5, Peach 4 for 1.).
Yellow House—13 (Groome 5 for 1, Heath 4 for 8.).

2. Green House—91 (Silkstone 25, Clay 19, Fish 13, Hoskins
5 for 12.).

Red House—46 (Cliff 20, Casterton 11, Clay 7 for 10.).

Green House—37 (Clay 17, Heath 5 for 20, Groome 
4 for 17.).

Blue House—28 (Clay 5 for 10, Silkstone 5 for 10).
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SWIMMING, 1941
1. One Length Free Style (J) : 1, Haywood (B) ; 2, Barker (B) ; 3, Clay

(G). 18.2 secs.
2. One Length F ree Style (M) : 1, Buckle (Y) ; 2, Bettison (R) ; 2, Fames

(Y). 16.6 secs.
3. Two Lengths Back Stroke (S) : 1, Newbutt (Y) ; 2, Newstead (B) ;

3, Radford (R). 42 secs.
4. Diving (J) : 1, Fish (G) ; 2, Clay (G) ; 3, Leivers (Y) :
5. Two Lengths Breast Stroke (M) : 1, Bettison (R) ; 2, Walker (B) ;

3, Turton (R). 44.2 secs.
6. One Length F ree Style (S) : 1, Northfield (Y) ; 2, Kirkham (R) ;

3, Rosillo (R). 14.8 secs.
7. One Length Back Stroke (J) : 1, Barker (B) ; 2, Hill (Y) ; 3, Wain-

wright (R). 26.2 secs.
8. Plunge (M) : 1, Buckle (Y) ; 2. Bettison (R) ; 3, Allsop (Y). 38 ft.

9 ins.
9. Diving (S) : 1, Greenhalgh (B) ; 2, Newbutt (Y) ; 3, Holrovd (B).

10. One Length Breast Stroke (J) : 1, Barker (B ); 2, Ward (R) ; 3, Stan
field (Y). 22.4 secs.

11. Three Lengths Free Style (M) : 1, Buckle (Y) ; 2, Brooks (Y) ; 3,
Fames (Y). 66.4 secs.

12. Two Lengths Breast Stroke (S) : 1, Foster (G) ; 2, Peat (R) ; 3,
Newbutt (Y). 39.8 secs.

13. Two Lengths Free Style (J) : 1, Barker (B) ; 2, Clay (G) ; 3, Stone-
lake (Y). 50.2 secs.

14. Diving (M ): 1, Cave (R) ; 2, Buckle (Y) ; 3, Michael (G).
15. Plunge (J) : 1, Hill (Y) ; 2, Leivers (Y) ; Puffin (R). 32 ft. 3 ins.
16. Four Lengths F ree Style ( S ) : 1, Kirkham (R) ; 2, Northfield (Y) ;

3, Foster (G). 78.8 secs.
17. Two Lengths Back Stroke (M ): 1, Otter (B) ; 2, Bettison (R) ; 3,

Buckle (Y). 52.4 secs.
18. Plunge (S ): 1, Booth (G) ; 2, Simpkin (B) ; 3, Barnsley (B). 38 ft.

4 ins.
19. Jun ior Relay Race ( 4 x 1 ) :  1, Green ; 2, Blue ; 3, Yellow'. 84.6

secs.
20. M iddle Relay Race ( 4 x1 ) :  1, Yellow ; 2, Red ; 3, Blue. 76.8 secs.
21. Senior Relay Race ( 4 x 2 ) :  1, Red ; 2, Yellow ; 3, Blue. 2 mins. 34.8

secs.

FINAL PLACING : 1, Yellow ; 2, Blue ; 3, Red ; 4, Green.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1941

1st XV Report (to D ecem ber, 1941).

At the beginning of the Autumn term, the following elections were 
announced:—

C aptain  o f Rugby F o o tb a ll  : C. COSFORD.
V ice-Captain : W. J. JALLANDS.

The first match of the season revealed some serious defects, and 
above all, the need for practice matches. There was an obvious lack 
of team work ; the forwards were not energetic enough in their play, 
although they fought back quite well in the latter half of the game ; 
the three-quarters did not pass well. Our opponents were a much 
better team.

The next two matches, however, showed that these shortcomings 
had been remedied to some extent, for our players worked together 
as a team. These victories were followed by three of the most in
teresting matches that have been played by the first fifteen for some 
time. All these games were hard tussles — especially those against 
High Pavement School — in which every player put his whole heart 
into the business of attack and counter-attack. On the whole, however, 
our passing once again could have been better.

It was then that the school side suffered a defeat by the High School 
First Fifteen. We were, however, seriously handicapped by the absence 
of both Cosford and Jallands. As captain and vice-captain respec
tively, these two forwards have done much to stimulate enthusiasm
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in the other members of the team : Cosford has proved a competent 
leader of the pack, whilst Jallands is an able supporter. Their presence 
was obviously missed in this match, which seemed to have tempered 
the zeal that had recently been displayed by the team.

Our play was rather scrappy in the next match against West Bridg- 
ford School, but some good forward rushes in the second half of the 
game enabled Cosford to score the equalising try.

Our first game against King Edward’s School, Aston, was most 
enjoyable. The forwards did well to hold the heavier opposing pack, 
and their work in the line out and loose scrums was quite effective. 
The backs seemed at first to lack confidence, but their passing move
ments found a way through the opposing defence. In the latter half 
of the match the struggle was more even.

So ended the first part of the season. Of the nine matches played, 
four were won and four lost, and one was drawn. During the Spring 
term we expect great things of players like Topping, Wright, Northfield 
and Street. We also expect better rugby football, for (let me hasten 
to assure both player and spectator alike) we should always “ love the 
game above the prize.” Let us therefore give of our best.

D.H.L.
1st XV M atches.

4th Oct., v King’s School, Grantham (Away)
15th Oct., v Nottingham University College 
18thOct., v West Bridgford School (Home)
8th Nov., v High Pavement School (Home) . .  

12th Nov., v Newark Magnus School (Away) . .  
22nd Nov., v High Pavement School (Home) . .  
29th Nov., v Nottingham High School (Away)'

6th Dec., v West Bridgford School (Away)
13th Dec., v King Edward’s School, Aston (Home)

. .  Lost 3—34 
(Home) Won 7—6 

Won 17—3 
Lost 5—6 

Lost 11—14 
Won 8—0 

Lost 0—25 
Drawn 6—6 
Won 11—3

* * * * 

2nd XV M atches.

4th Oct., v King’s School, Grantham (Home) . .  Lost 3—15 
11th Oct., v West Bridgford (Away) . .  . .  . .  Drawn 6—6
8th Nov., v High Pavement (Away) . .  . .  . .  Lost 3—17

22nd Nov., v High Pavement (Home) . .  . .  . .  Won 11—0
29th Nov., v Nottingham High School (Home) . .  Lost 5—29 

6th Dec., v West Bridgford (Home) . .  . .  . .  Won 9—3
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“ UNDER 15 ”  XV M atches.

1st Nov., v Humphrey Perkins’ School 1st XV (Away) Lost 3—9

* * * * 

COLTS XV M atches.

18th Oct., v West Bridgford (Home)
8th Nov., v High Pavement (Away)

22nd Nov., v High Pavement (Home) . .
6th Dec., v West Bridgford (Away)

Drawn 6—6 
Won 12—3 
Won 12—0 

Won 9—3

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES
EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, 1941.

H igher C e rtif ic a te  and In te r -A rts  Exemption : R. Davies, P. Flint, 
W. J. Jallands, F. Musgrove.

H igher C e rtif ic a te  : P. R. Boulton, R. Henstock, J. G. Sharp. 
G en era l S choo l C e rtif ic a te  w ith  Exemption from  London 

M a tr ic u la tio n  : W. A. Bird, K. C. Buckle, J. E. Burton, I. E. 
Dring, K. E. Drinkwater, G. E. Ginnever, M. H. Greensmith, 
L. G. Guilor, D. Jones, A. Leivers, A. H. Limb, G. A. Matthews, 
J. M. Meakin, R. Peat, W. B. Robins, J. H. Russell, E. Savage, 
J. A. Sherwood, G. B. Smedley, J. T. Topping, P. Walters, 
J. Webster, A. G. Willars, J. Willment, V. W. Gates, A. H. 
Hauxwell, G. W. Holroyd, C. B. Redgate, W. D. Sterland,
H. Coates, D. N. Rosillo.

G en era l S choo l C e rtif ic a te  : K. Kirkham, L. Lewis, D. A. Baker, 
A. H. Bosworth, A. Dolman, J. M. Gill, C. J. Hartshorn,
I. R. Iliffe, G. Lansdall, J. S. Lovegrove, G. H. Riley, 
A. Gregson, J. Bonser, D. H. Simpkin, E. W. Tryner, A. G. Weller, 
E. Newstead.

PRIZE DAY, 1939-40.
The prize distribution for the school year 1939-40 was held on 

Thursday, 24th July, 1941. This social function was made all the 
more pleasant because we were again able to welcome the presence of 
visitors in the school, though it was possible to accommodate only a 
limited number of parents, for the Senior and Junior Speech Days 
were of necessity combined.
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The proceedings were opened with a song, “ God who created me,” 
which was sung by the whole school under the direction of Dr. Veitch. 
The Headmaster then read his report, in which his remarks ranged 
over the past two school years. Mr. Houston pointed out that, although 
the war had dealt us some hard blows, the school was certainly 
standing up to them. Several members of the staff had been called 
upon to give their services to the country, and, for the first time in the 
history of the school, their places had been filled by mistresses, to 
whom the headmaster paid tribute. After mentioning some out
standing successes that had been gained in scholarship and other 
examinations — successes which have been reported elsewhere in the 
magazine — the headmaster went on to thank the members of the staff 
and the senior boys for the way in which they had undertaken the duties 
of Fire-Watching. He also expressed the school’s appreciation of the 
support so freely given by Governors, parents and friends: as an
instance of their co-operation, the Prize Distribution would not have 
been possible but for their generous response to the appeal for funds. 
Continuing his report, the Headmaster gave news of Henry Mellish 
Old Boys serving in H.M. Forces, and went on to ask parents to lend 
their full support to the School A.T.C. Concluding on a personal 
note, the Headmaster, whose period of service to the school now 
equalled that of our first Headmaster, Mr. Balk, expressed his appre
ciation of the loyal support and encouragement he had received from 
all connected with the school, and said that with this continued support, 
the Henry Mellish School “ can face whatever difficulties lie before it 
with a spirit of unshakeable confidence.”

The members of the school than sang two very popular National 
Songs, “ John Peel ” and “ The Ash Grove,” and descants were taken 
by the junior forms. Aid. L. W. A. White, the Chairman of the 
Governors, then presented the prizes. (A list of the names of prize
winners for the school year 1939-40 was published in a previous 
number of “ The Centaur ”). In his address, Mr. White again 
showed — as was inevitable, for our Chairman is no uncertain friend 
of the school — his great personal interest in “ all things Henry 
Mellish.” It is this interest, this enthusiastic support and encourage
ment which we have always deeply appreciated in Mr. W hite: no
school could have a Chairman more faithful to its best interests.

The whole school sang “ Rule, Britannia ” with great gusto, and 
P. A. Morley, the Head Prefect, proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. and 
Mrs. White for coming once again to our Prize Distribution. After 
the usual cheers had been called for, the singing of the National Anthem 
brought the proceedings to an end.

D.H.L.
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PRIZE LIST, 1940-41
FORM I Form Prizes : D. Stephenson, T . Holloway, J. E. Grainger,

E f fo r t  Prizes : A. C. P. Abell, N. Willdig, D. Alford. A rt 
and  H a n d ic ra f t Prize  : B. W. Richards, P. T . and  Games
Prize  : A. O. R. Thompson.

FORM II Form P rizes: E. Widdowson, F. J. Bancroft, D. A. J. Key.
A d d itio n a l Prizes : F. Casterton, D. E. Little, H. Reeve.
A r t  and  H a n d ic ra f t P rize  : R. W. Leivers. P.T . and
Games Prize : J. F. Clay.

FORM III Form  Prizes : F. W. Chappie, J. W. Stacey, J. K. Guilor.
A d d itio n a l Prizes : F. Duffin, M . A. Ball, J. H. Sterland. A rt 
and  H a n d ic ra f t P rize  : C. T . Greenwood. P.T . and  Games 
P rize  : W. L. Bircumshaw.

FORM IV Form Prizes : G. A. Alderson, J. A. Lawrie, P. J. Gadd* 
A d d itio n a l Prizes : A. W. Tansey, H. L. Street, F. J. Birkin. 
P. T . and  Games Prize : E. J. Martin.

FORM V Form Prizes : J. H. Russell, K. F. Drinkwater, G. E. Ginnever, 
L. G. Guilor, A. H. Limb, J. A. Sherwood, G. B. Smedley, 
W. D. Sterland, J. Willment. A r t  P riz e : L. G. Guilor.
P.T. and  Games P rize : R. Peat. M ellish  Service P rize  :
R. Peat. H a n d ic ra f t P riz e : G . H. Riley. W harm by Prize 
fo r  Swimming : F. J. R. Newbutt.

FORM VI Form Prizes : C. Cosford, R. Henstock, J. G. Sharp, R. Davies, 
P. Flint, W. J. Jallands, F. Musgrove. H eadm aster's P rize  
fo r  Head P re fe c t : P. A. Morley. B alk  Cup and  P rize  fo r  
U sefu l Service : P. A. Morley. '

WALKERINGHAM HARVEST CAMP
We arrived at the camp on Sunday, August 17th, between four and 

six o’clock, according to the energy we had left after cycling the thirty 
odd miles. Everybody at once claimed his kit-bag and prepared for 
a meal, which at first was not forthcoming because, as we were informed, 
we did not start on proper rations until Tuesday. However, owing 
to the generosity of Mr. W., we had a hearty meal of ham sandwiches. 
Then a camp meeting was called, when Mr. U. informed us that only 
about a dozen of the twenty boy’s present were employed, but that 
certain farmers had not been asked if they wanted any strong youths 
for labour on the farms. On this, patrols of two boys set out for these 
farms, and by 10 o’clock everybody was engaged for the following 
day. Two orderlies stayed in the camp on Monday, but went out to 
work later in the week.

Work went all right the first few days, but, as usual,” rain stopped 
play ” on Friday morning for most of the boys, but fortunately every
body returned to work in the afternoon : Saturday morning went off
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without a hitch. On Saturday afternoon we said good-bye to Mr. U. 
and family, and here I would like, on behalf of the whole camp, to 
thank Mrs. U. for her kindness and helpfulness. We also welcomed 
Mr. H. on Saturday, which turned out to be a wet day. On Saturday 
night Mr. W. warned the boys that, if they were up before 9 a.m., 
there would be certain dreadful things happening. However, no one 
sinned.

A party of about twelve ventured to the Church for Morning prayer, 
and enjoyed the service very much. Two lucky boys were invited to 
the vicarage for tea on the following Thursday. After the service we 
went for a walk and watched the local “ Home Guards ” hedge and 
ditch crawling, which to Mr. H. was like home from home. We re
turned to camp for dinner, and the rest of the afternoon some of us 
spent in learning bridge from “ Skivvy” and Mr. H. “ Young J.” was 
one of the pupils, and there was some very original play.

On Monday it was “ backs-to-the land again ” and “ young J. ” 
once more became prominent, this time with punctures which we 
failed to remedy until he had a new inner-tube. The rest of the week 
was uneventful except for the arrival of sundry parcels.

We set out for home at about 10 a.m. on Saturday morning. The 
only casualty on the return journey was F., who, after pushing his 
bicycle for several miles, was brought home on the lorry with the 
luggage. The rest of the party reached home in time for a late lunch 
or early tea, and so ended another contribution to the National War 
Effort.

A.D.H., 5b.

A.T.C. NOTES
It is now almost a year since the first enthusiastic cadets, wearing 

civilian clothes and without any distinguishing badge, were intro
duced to squad drill by the indefatigable Sergeant-Major Dean.

Saekx that time, in spite of numerous difficulties, we have become 
an efficient A.T.C. unit, which was recently officially recognised as a 
squadron. The grant-earning strength is now 107, but we have a 
valuable quota of “ unofficial ” members, many of whom are attested 
to the R.A.F.

639 Squadron has distinguished itself many times since its inception. 
Many cadets wear the coveted proficiency star, and outstanding results 
were gained in the examinations. At the review on the Forest by Air 
Commodore Chamier the squadron was picked out by the public for 
its general smartness.
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In games we have been less successful. Difficulties have been 
experienced in raising teams, rather because many of the selected 
players already owed allegiance to other clubs, than because enthusiasm 
was lacking. The football team has, however, suffered repeatedly from 
the unreliability of cadets chosen to play.

On the occasion of his marriage the squadron presented an army 
officer stationed in the locality with a pair of gold cuff links and a 
swagger cane as a mark of their appreciation of the interest shown by 
him and his unit in the drill of the squadron. The help given by this 
particular unit on the parade ground has been invaluable, and we are 
indebted to its officers and N.C.O.’s.

The squadron welcomes the members of University College, Notting
ham, and Goldsmith’s College, London, who are now training with it, 
and reluctantly bids goodbye to Mr. J. A. Conway, a valued civilian 
instructor.

A year has passed, and we have established a good reputation. 
That reputation must be upheld — and the responsibility rests equally 
upon N.C.O.’s and cadets. A casual attitude towards duty is of no 
use to the A.T.C.

J. H eath,
(1935-40).

LE CERCLE FRANCAIS
President D’Honneur : M. Bongard, Representant,

Consulaire du General de Gaulle, President, 
du Cercle Anglo-Fran^ais a Nottingham.

President: The Headmaster.
Vice-Presidents : Miss Dell, Messrs. Marshall, White and Smith. 
Chairman : Miss Dell.
Vice-Chairman:) 
Secretaire : D. H. Lindley.

★  * * *

C’est au mois de novembre que nous avons pu inaugurer le Cercle 
Franfais. Void le texte du manifeste qu’ a publie notre secretaire :— 

Nous nous interessons fort k la langue Fran5aise, que nous sommes 
en train d’etudier, et k toutes les choses qui se rattachent k la France 
et k la Nation Fran?aise. Voilk pourquoi nous avons forme notre 
Cercle, qui se compose de plus d’une centaine d’ eleves.
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Nous avons p rii M. Bongard d’accepter l’office de President 
d’honncur ; jc suis tres hcureux dc vous dire qu’il a accorde notre 
requete. II nous fait ainsi un honneur incomparable, auquel nous 
sommes tous profondimcnt sensibles. Nous lui faisons nos remercie- 
ments les plus sinceres.

it it it it

La premiere reunion du ccrdc, qu’ a ouverte M. Bongard en pron- 
9ant son discours prisidentiel, a eu lieu Vendredi, le vingt-huit 
novembre, & 15h. Tous les membres brulaient de voir, d’accueillir 
et d’entendre parler M. Bongard. Eh bien, ils Pont vu, ils l’ont 
accueilli, et ils Pont icoute. Personne d’entrc cux n’etait disappoints; 
tout au contraire, l’allocution prisidentielle les a combi is d’cnthou- 
siasme.

Void un risumS des procSdis qu’on a suivis it cette premiire 
riunion.

Apres que nous avions chanti la Marseillaise, notre prisident 
d’honneur nous a i t i  p risen ti par M. Marshall. D’abord, M. 
Bongard nous a parli de la jeunesse Fran^aisc, comme cllc Stait avant 
la guerre — studieuse et turbulente, toujours pleine de la joie de vivre. 
Mais en ce moment, dans la France actuelle les jeunes gens ne savent 
plus sourire. Les ennemis sont toujours 1&, soit les Allemands, soit 
les gens de Vichy. Il n’ y a plus de liberti, ni de penser, ni de parler. 
Le d icrip it marechal Petain, a declare M. Bongard, ne connait pas 
la devise qui veut tout dire & un viritable Fran^ais; Vichy ne dit pas 
“ Liberti, FratemitS, E galiti” ; on dit “ Famille, Travail, Patrie.” 
Mais le mot “ famille,” veut dire : dcnonccz vos frires et vous socurs; 
“ le travail ” veut dire : travaillez pour les Allemands ; et “ la patrie ” 
ne veut rien dire, parce que l’ennemi est lit.

On veut que les jeunes Fran9ais collaborent avec l’envahisseur- 
Mais non ! ils ne le veulent pas; ils refusent de collaborer. L ’action 
du jeune Colette, qui a tire sur Laval, reprisente le sentiment du 
Fran^ais ordinaire. Partout ou l’on trouve des Allemands et des 
traitres, il y a aussi du sabotage et d’ autres actions pour risister k 
l’ennemi. M. Bongard, apres avoir fait mention de cette risistance, 
nous a parli de ceux qui ont quitti leur patrie. Tout le monde a 
entendu parler des cinq lyciens que M.et Mdme. Churchill ont 
accueillis it Londrcs. Chaquc jour il y a de telles ivasions; chaquc 
jour de jeunes fran(ais abandonnent tout cc qui leur est cher, pour 
rejoindre les Forces Francises Libres. M. Bongard a conclu son 
allocution en disant: “ Aimez cette jeunesse Fran^aise, parce qu’elle 
est digne de votre amitii.”

Oui, c’est la la v iriti : nous l’avons prise au coeur.
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II y a eu une deuxieme reunion du Cerde, avant les vacances de 
Noel. Miss Dell a parle de “ La Vie de l’Ecolier Jurassien.” C’6tait 
une petite causerie charmante, que nous avons tous aimee.

Nous voudrions rcmerder Miss Dell de son discours; nous voudrions 
remerder M. Bongard, de tout ce qu’il a fait pour le C erde; & tous les 
deux—“ M erd bien.” Et & tous les merabres du cerde, jc voudrais 
dire : “  Nous nous reverrons a la prochaine reunion.”

D.H.L.

CENTAUR CYCLING CLUB
M argidunum: October 25th.

In these few lines I hereby try to show,
How off to Margidunum we did go.

It was damp and it was cold.
But our cyclists very bold
Pressed onwards, ever onwards to the end ;
And we hoped to get there soon 
But the weather was no boon
And we didn’t see the camp “ just round the bend.”

A catastrophe occurred :
Two belated cyclists erred
And found themselves in Arnold, much at sea:
But at last they found their way,
And feeling very gay.
Joined up with all the merry company.
But Carcolston church we spied 
So we quickly popped inside 
To see a man inside a stony tomb.
When out again we strode
Into the grey we rode
And got to Margidunum fairly soon.

But wait 1 I have not told 
How a cyclist very bold
Had six punctures in his tyre (this is quite true).
For “ x ” we had to send,
His outfit for to lend,
And this he very quickly came to rue.
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It took a weary hour ;
In the meantime we devour
Our lunches as we watch him do his stuff.
The tyre will not go back,
For the energy we lack
And shortly we have had about enough.

At last we are victorious,
And our little band, quite glorious,
Moves off, the sights around the place to see.
But the land is very bare
And the yokels sit and stare
At the cyclists who sing so merrily.

We leave that place behind,
But East Bridgford church we find 
And in we very quickly go with glee,
For in the belfry we can g o :
Then we do not answer no,
When someone just suggests we should have tea.

In West Bridgford we arrive,
Still feeling quite alive
And active, though the weather’s very bad.
We then split up to go home 
We had had a pleasant roam 
And I think “ by all a quite good time was had.”

G.H.H.

Hazelford Ferry : September 27th

This proved to be a successful trip, although it was not as far as to 
Matlock. Six members of the party met at the school at 10.30 and 
proceeded to Arnold. There was a bit of difficulty going up Breckhill 
Road, but this was eventually achieved and the band moved on. 
There were several stops on the way to Lowdham, chiefly for the 
devouring of blackberries. Envious eyes were cast on orchards with 
laden trees, but the temptation to “ scrump ” was cast aside. Even
tually the party reached the “ Magna Charta Inn ” at Lowdham, 
where several more cyclists were waiting. The whole party moved 
on, and at last, after taking several wrong turnings, arrived at the 
ferry.

Dinner was eaten and the cyclists moved upstream, determined to 
bathe regardless of the landlady’s, “ it b’aint be safe in the rivur.”
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Most of the party swam, and although the water was cold, the dip was 
thoroughly enjoyed.

After the swimmers had dressed and any food remaining had been 
eaten, the party started for home. There were no drastic happenings 
on the return journey, except that three boys took the wrong turning 
and came out a little way behind the main group. However, everyone 
reached home safely and looking forward to the next ride.

G.H.H.

Edwinstowe: October 27th

A party left School at 9.45 a.m. We stopped at the Seven Mile 
House on Mansfield Road for refreshments and to meet some other 
boys who had found it more convenient to join us there. We decided 
to push on at about 10.45. We turned square right, which led us 
straight up two hills and onwards for about two miles until we arrived 
at the main road to Ollerton. This seemed like a Roman road to us, 
for it was almost straight and seemed endless. Up and down hill 
alike we kept straight on for six miles, until at last we reached Rufford 
Abbey.

Parking our cycles outside this large building, we walked up to the 
door. We rang the bell several times, but received no answer, so we 
walked round the place, looking in vain for a place where we could 
eat our dinner. In the end we left the Abbey and the main road, and 
found a dry grassy spot for our picnic meal. We stayed for about 
half-an-hour eating our food, playing in the wood and riding each 
other’s cycles. Finally we rode on to Edwinstowe and stopped beside 
the church.

In the churchyard we saw three interesting graves. One was that 
of a Bow Street Runner : one was the tomb of two youths who, after 
facing many dangers when crossing the Atlantic, met their fate by 
being drowned in Thoresby Lake: the third bore the cheering
inscription:—

Remember you, as you pass by,
As you are now, so once was I :
As I am now, so must you b e :
Prepare yourself to follow me.

After visiting the church we rode to the Duke’s Archway, upon 
which are carved statues of Robin Hood, Little John, Friar Tuck, 
Allan-a-dale and Maid Marian. We then made attempts to visit 
Robin Hood’s Larder, but were turned back. After tea among the 
trees some of the party reported that they had found a way to the
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Major Oak. Their 4 short cuts ’ took so long that, after we had all 
squeezed inside the tree and emerged safely, it was quite late when we 
appeared on the road once more.

There was a strong wind against us, and for at least six miles we 
crawled along cold and tired. At last we passed through Mansfield 
and went on for about a mile. Here the party broke up into groups, 
each group taking the shortest way home. We tried to race the black
out, but it was dark before we reached home. However, we all agreed 
that it had been a good day.

G.E.F.

NEWS OF OLD BOYS
It is with great regret that we report that H. Whyatt (1932-36) was 

killed in August 1941 when serving with the R.A.F., and that G. W. 
Ward (1936-38), on duty with the Merchant Service, was killed in 
October 1941.

We are sorry to have to report that H. A. French (1930-35) was 
reported missing in September 1941. He was serving with the R.A.F.

We were sorry to learn in October that J. Kail (1932-35) has been 
reported missing. He was serving with the Royal Navy.

F. Chapman (1929-31), T. Morley (1932-39) and H. Gulliver 
(1931-33) are prisoners of war : we wish them good health and a speedy 
return to their native land.

Old Boys serving with the Home Guard include H. Whitehead 
(1935-40) and P. A. Morley (1933-41), in addition to those whose 
names appeared in our last issue.

A. Longden (1931-36) is a member of the A.F.S.
On September 6th, 1941, W. H. M. Bailey (1930-35) and Miss 

Patricia Weekes were married at the Parish Church, Lenton. We 
wish them a long and happy married life.

Our good wishes are also extended to O. Newbery (1929-33) and 
Miss Dorothy Pepper, who were married at St. Michael’s Church, 
South Normanton, on September 10th, 1941.

S. Holgate (1929-37) is at present a member of the teaching staff at 
Nottingham High School.

W. Pepper (1932-39) is Captain of the University College, 
Nottingham, R.U.F.C.

We congratulate the following Old Boys on their examination 
successes:—R. S. Foster (1931-38), B .D .: G. S. Hewis (1932-38), 
Part I of the Bankers’InstituteExamination: G .G.S.Palm er(1933-40), 
Part I of the Engineering Examination at U niversity College, Nottingham.
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D. Flint and K. H. Brealey (both 1935-40) had a very successful 
season with Bramcote C.C. Flint took 108 wickets at an average cost 
of less than five runs per wicket, and Brealey, behind the stumps, 
dismissed 48 batsmen.

The Blyth Cricket Team, which reached the final in the Cooper 
Cup competition, was mainly composed of our past and present 
scholars. D. Appleby, J. D. Britton, D. M. Groome, D. Keighley, 
R. Keighley, E. J. Martin, P. A. Morley and G. G. S. Palmer were 
playing members, while N. A. Giles acted as scorer.

The Magazine Committee will be pleased to consider for publi
cation articles, stories or letters submitted by Old Boys. Contribu
tions should be addressed to the Editor at the School.

OLD BOYS WITH THE COLOURS
(Every care has been taken to make this list accurate. Any further 

information for future publication will be welcome, and should be addressed 
to Mr. T. E. Smith at the school).

The following names were published in previous issues :—

C. Allen, E. Allen, L. G. Allen, T. Allinson, W. Alsebrook, R. H. Alvey,
V. L. Atkins, P. Attwood, E. Bacon, W. H. M. Bailey, R. A. Baker,
K. H. Ball, J. M. Ban well, W. Barnett, H. W. V. Bates, P. Bates,
W. J. Baulkwill, R. M. Binch, C. E. Bramley, H. Briggs, S. Britton, 
R. J. E. Brookshaw, J. R. Brown, L. P. Brownlow, D. O. Buck,
C. R. Burnell, H. Burton, J. E. Bussens, H. K. Butler, W. F. Caldbeck, 
T. Campbell, N. Carpenter, J. R. Chambers, F. Chapman, C. G. Clarke,
D. Clarke, F. Clarke, F. G. Clarke, H. F. Cobb, W. P. Coleman,
L. E. Crawley, G. C. Cree, J. K. Crooks, J. S. Crossland, T. S. Cross
land, C. Dabell, W. S. Dean, W. Dench, A. Drew, A. K. Drury,
A. H. Duff, R. Duffield, W. Dunmore, C. H. Eggleston, F. G. Emmonds, 
H. Everington, H. Fish, A. B. Fletcher, F. R. Fletcher, W. N. Foss, 
A. Frost, J.Gadsby, P. A. Gardiner, F.Gething, C. Good, F. E. Goodall, 
K. A.Gourlay, J.T.Graney, B. R. Green, J. R. Green, L. G. Greenfield, 
W. G. Greenhalgh, J. Greensmith, F. Hall, W. C. Hall, R. F. Hallam, 
H. S. Hancock, J. E. Hatherly, A. J. Hawkins, J. Hayes, W. Hayes,
J. W. Haynes, R. Hill, J. Hind, D. Hodgkinson, J. B. Hogg, D. 
Holliday, E. Horriben, G. J. Howard, V. R. Humphreys, R. Jephson,
F. A. Jew, R. M. Keeble, J. F. Kelham, L. Kiddy, F. E. Kightly,
K. H. Lander, N. Ledger, G. Leivers, E. A. Litchfield, A. W. Lomax, 
W. Lowe, P. Lynam, A. R. Maddock, C. Marshall, E. Marshall,
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E. S. Marshall, L. Marson, C. K. Massey, K. W. May, K. More- 
croft, J. Morgan, L. H. Morley, T. Morley, W. Morris, R. Morton,
M. Muir, K. Murfin, O. Newberry, J. North, D. Nutthall, D. H. Otter,
G. R. Ottey, F. Parkin, E. Petch, H. K. Phillips, E. A. Philpott, T . L. 
Peirce, S. Plumb, F. L. Pontin, F. J. Poole, W. G. E. Porter, R. Prothero 
R. H. Purseglove, H. Quinney, C. N. Rands, D. E. A. Raven, S. Red
dish, E. Reeve, Stanley Reeve, Sydney Reeve, F. H. Reynolds, E. W. 
Rhodes, J. H. Riley, W. Riley, F. I. Rowe, A. Rutt, H. T. Scothorne,
A. Scrimshaw, C. S. Shacklock, E. H. H. Sharpe, G. Sharpe, D. Shaw,
H. Shaw, E. Sheeran, D. A. Sheward, W. Skeavington, A. K. Smith,
B. R. Smith, E. H. Smith, J. Smith, O. B. Smith, A. H. Smithurst, 
L. Spolton, A. Stableford, J. Stainforth, R. Steeples, A. A. Stirland,
H. Stirman, S. B. Stoakes, K. W. Stone, A. Storer, K. H. Suggett, 
J. R. Sutton, F. J. A. Taylor, G. A. Taylor, A. K. Thomas, G. W. 
Thompson, J. S. W. Tilley, N. Treese, C. F. Ursell, W. A. Vickers,
F. A. Wagstaffe, O. Walford, D. Walker, G. Ward, J. Ward, E. L. Watts, 
F. W. West, G. Wheatley, E. Wheldon, C. Whittaker, G. W. K. 
Whittaker, R. Wilson, L. P. Wood.

The following names have been received since our last issue :—
N. H. T. W ood (1930-38) F.A.A.
D. H. O ff i le r  (1932-37) R.A.
W. R. W harm by (1932-39) R.A.F. 
K. C. H o w e ll (1934-39) R.A.C.
S. Best (1929-35) R.A.F.
A. W. E a to n  (1932-37) R.N.
K. D raper (1935-36) R.A.F.
H. S. H ancock (1929-31) R.N.
J. A. Riccomini (1933-35) R.A.S.C.
B. T. Selby (1933-38) R.A.F.
K. W heeleker (1932-37) R.A F.
A. E. Lord (1929-33) Armv.
G. A. Johnson  (1932-39) R.A.F.
G. W. W heatley  (1932-38) R.A.F. 
J. H olm e (1932-38) R.A.F.
R. D. Leaming (1933-38) R.A.F.
R. W. Jackson (1929-31) R.A.
R. K. B ailey  (1931-36) Army.
F. G. M inch in  (1932-39) R.A.F.
R. C h erry  (1932-39) R.A.F.
T. A. P ilk in g to n  (1936-39) R.N.
F. A tk in s (1932-37) Armv.
D. A. C la y to n  (1933-38) R.A.F.
J. A tk ins (1936-41) Meteorological

Dept. R.A.F.
K. R. S. Brooks (1933-38) R.A.F.
R. W ood (1933-38) R.A.F.
J. F. Aram (1929-35) R.A.F.
J. D. B r it to n  (1933-39) R.A.F.

P. R. H uches (1937-38) R.C.O.S.
G. E. Davies (1934-40) R.A.F.
F. C lay  (1932-37) R.N.
K. P. T a y lo r  (1933-38) R.A.F.
J. V. T om linson  (1933-39) R.A.O.C.
C. N. Bates (1933-39) F.A.A.
K. W. B row n (1931-38) R.A.F.
S. R. F u l le r  (1933-38) R.A.F.
F. Fish (1933-38) R.A.F.
A. R. K eighley  (1933-38) R.A.O.C. 
W. D raper (1932-38) R.A.F.
R. S. Arrand (1933-39) R.A.F.
C. W. A tk inson  (1934-39) R.A.F.
G. E. H arris  (1933-38) R.A.F.
W. E. Eason (1931-35) R.A.F.
R. H. G am ble (1930-32) R.C.O.S.
K. P. H i l l  (1933-38) R.A.F.
P. C o ll in s  (1937-41) F.A.A.
D. E. M e llish ip  (1934-39) R.A.F.
H. D ennis (1934-39) R.A.F.
H. A. Holmes (1929-30) R.A.O.C.
A. H. M a rs h a ll  (1934-39) R.A.F.
F. Johnson  (1932-37) R.A.F.
E. A. Simons (1932-37) R.A.F.

H. N. Ash (1934-39) R.A.F.
E. New’stead  (1936-41)

Merchant Navy.
J. A. Short (1933-38) R.A.O.C.
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UNIVERSITY LETTER
Hulme Hall,

Victoria Park, 
Manchester.

November 5th, 1941.
To the Editor of the “ Centaur.”

Dear Sir,
It is comparatively but a short time since I left the Henry Mellish 

School, and yet to me it seems an eternity, for in the few short weeks 
which have elapsed since my departure, I have undergone the transition 
from schoolboy to undergraduate. During my first days at the Univer
sity I felt I was nothing more than a schoolboy who had been suddenly 
removed from his environment and placed in a world of strange faces 
and strange actions. Now, however, I regard myself as a fully- 
fledged member of one of the oldest Universities in England.

The first impression I had when I arrived on the memorable (for 
myself at any rate) morning of September 24th was that University 
authorities were greater believers in red tape and form-filling than 
Whitehall itself. The painful process of registration occupied eight 
hours. The organisation had apparently been so efficient that three 
thousand students were all attempting to interview the Registrar at 
one and the same time. Naturally this, coupled with a wearisome 
train journey, was ample for one day — I retired to bed as soon as 
I arrived at Hulme Hall.

The next morning I made my first acquaintance with the people 
who were to be my companions for the next four years. I must admit 
that it immensely cheered my by now somewhat damped spirits to see 
others in a similar position to my own. During the first days the 
Seniors were somewhat off-hand and considered it much below their 
dignity to have any dealings with us. However, we gradually came to 
realise that we were the lowest form of animal life in a British Univer
sity—the “ fresher.” As soon as we recognised this fact the change 
of attitude in the Seniors became obvious. They were ever ready to 
help and we were initiated into all their practices.

Little by little we were introduced to the University Professors and 
Lecturers ; we took part in games, and we could even find our way to 
the lecture rooms without getting lost in the process. In short we 
discovered that the life was not so bad after all, and most of us began 
to enjoy it.
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Then, after several weeks of waiting, we obtained our undergra
duates’ gowns. This seemed to put the finishing touch to a picture 
which was hitherto incomplete, to place us, as it were, on a par with 
those students who had already completed two, three or even four 
years of their University careers. We became, in fact, members of 
that great world-wide body — the Union of Students.

So ended the opening weeks of my University career. The fierce 
onslaught of the introductory phase had subsided and a calm had 
followed the storm, which we all hope will lead us, in the words of the 
University motto, “ Arduus ad Solem ” ,

Yours faithfully,
P. A. M orley .

“ WELL OF ENGLISH UNDEFILED . . . ”
We laughed at the Germans when they rationed clothes, but the 

laugh is on the other foot now.
Coral reefs are to be found in the South Sea Islands. They are 

kind of rocks on the bottom of the sea. They use cocoanuts for food 
and use the milk to drink the hairs on the cocoanut are used for making 
mats and skirts.

The elephant is a very big animal with a trunk with which he can 
get bananas with it it is grey in colour he feeds on bananas and suchlike.

In summer the heat is often unbareable.
The ivy is turning red on the old granite walls of a hard

working farmhouse.
The pioneers take with them a bird in a cage : this is to detect 

gas, for a bird is very sensitive to fowl air.
The Ancient Britons speared fish from their wattle and mud 

cockles.

SILENCE IS GOLDEN
(or Third Form Philosophy : an involuntary contribution).

Silence is golden but Speech is silver. There are many examples 
in which silence is golden, for instance, when you go scrumping in an 
orchard if you make a noise it brings the farmer and then you get 
chased. Another example is, when soldiers are making a trench
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under enemy lines to blow the enemy up, they have to dig it bare
footed and with a bayonet and not a spade. Because if they made a 
noise the enemy would make a counter-mine and the soldiers would 
get blown up themselves.

But on the other hand silence is not always golden for instance, if 
you were trapped beneath some debris and if you could shout the rescue 
squad would rescue you. But supposing you had cut your mouth ot 
got a piece of stone in it then speech is silver. But silence is very 
golden for men who go tracking deer and suchlike. If the tracker 
even steps on a dry twig or makes the slightest slip the animal which 
he is stalking hears him and is up and away before you can say Jack 
Robinson. In the hall at school silence is also golden because if I 
hadn't spoken I shouldn’t have had to write all this out.

JC .

MONEY
Money — The root of all evil as it has been called. I imagine the 

person who said that was some disgruntled “ sportsman ” who had 
just been informed that “ Black Bess did not come home in the 3.30.” 
To his blighted spirit money, expecially that concerned with the sport 
of kings, must seem like the plague, something to be shunned, or passed 
by on the other side. He can be compared with the habitul of the 
Casino, Monaco’s gold nugget, who feels that money is here at one 
turn of the wheel, and gone with the next.

And yet, see these same two persons when Dame Fortune smiles 
their way. Then money is the god’s nectar, to be prized as an Arab 
prizes his camel.

To those who haven’t it, money has the appearance of Everest— 
unattainable, to be gazed on with longing eyes from afar. To a 
Croesus of the modem world money is just another of those things 
that happen, like the rain, the Eton v. Harrow Cricket Match, and 
that frightening Sunday supper with Aunt Matilda.

To the dictator money is the key to power, thousands of tanks, 
planes and guns. With it he can buy men’s souls or services. He 
can remove his enemies, for assassins may be hired cheaply enough.

To some people money represents what Sir Kingsley Wood is for
ever demanding : to Sir Kingsley himself it must represent what other 
people are forever grudgingly giving.

To me it represents “ X ”, the quantity which has to be found.
K.C.B.
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THE GIRLS I’VE LEFT BEHIND ME
I should like to believe that there is, always has been, and always 

will be, a Board for the Direction of Literary Composition in England. 
I feel that this is the sort of thing that is needed in this country — 
especially in these times.

I should like to believe also that it was this Board which laid down 
the rules for titles of essays, articles, belles lettres, and so on. I should 
like to think — and it’s a point you really can’t doubt — that it was 
the Board which stated that all titles should be arresting, or familiar, 
or both. Take my title for instance (I don’t mean “ The Right 
Honourable ” Master Felix de Fitzwalker, of course). Read it. My 
title, I dare boast of it, is most decidedly arresting, and it is also familiar 
— or at least they were, before I left them behind me. It contains, 
therefore, the very essence of which true titles are made. It also shows 
considerable artistic taste — in my using the plural instead of the 
singular form of the second word — and it shows very sound common 
sense — in that I have left them behind me, now I’m a married man. 
But, most of all, my title shows how true, how noble are the rules 
about titles. And does not this indicate the value of Boards for the 
Direction of Literary Composition ?

When I die, I shall leave money for the use of such Boards — money 
to buy reams and reams of adhesive tape. Queer, you say ? Not at all. 
On this tape will be printed the rules, as set down by the Boards, 
governing titles of essays, articles, belles lettres and so on. So will 
these rules stick in the mind of posterity ; and I — I shall have accom
plished my task. I shall write out my will, and, with a final parting 
wink to the girls I ’ll leave behind me, I shall fold my arms and die.

D.H.L.

MILK AND HONEY
Cows give milk and bees make honey:
Stated thus, the fact’s not funny.
But think how farmers would be cursed 
If once that order were reversed.
Picture them from hour to hour 
Driving cows from flower to flower.
And fancy getting up at three 
To have more time to milk a bee !

“ Karshish.”
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PECUNIA EST HOMINIS CONFUSIO
False friends men have in this world’s earthly race,
But of these noxious nuisances so base.
What is so harmful as the love of gold ?
How many men for this their souls have sold ?
To covet lucre is to covet loss,
For money on the surface is but gloss 
Which shines seductively to drag men deep 
Into a Well of Sorrow, dark and steep.
Happy is he who can from lust abstain,
And free himself from out the lengthening train 
Of money’s misers. Should not men be taught 
Excessive love of money comes to naught ?
I dare the world to scorn me if it can,
Yes ! money is the scourge of moral man.

F.N.
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