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EDITORIAL
We feel that we owe the reader an apology for the tone of this 

editorial. For here is a departure from what we conceive to be the 
true function of the editorial page — which is to reconcile the reader’s 
mind within itself ; to be as the ante-chamher in which the guest 
sheds the habitual garments of the mind — the scepticism, the 
threadbare prejudices — and whence he issues with unclouded vision 
to peruse these pages on which is impressed the essence of this micro
cosm, the school. So that with nice discrimination, censuring only the 
unworthy, he may generously praise that which merits his approval.

But a sterner necessity demands that the editorial should deviate 
from its true course. The magazine has assumed in wartime a new 
significance, and one which, it would seem, yet needs to be brought 
before the indifferent gaze of youth. For, no longer merely the place 
where the disengaged spirit of the school may be submitted to an 
unbiassed and salutary criticism, the magazine has now imputed to it 
the graver task of vindicating a faith in an ideal of life. That is, the 
maintenance of a society in which human personality is not fashioned 
in the mould of an abject norm. Thus it does not suffice that, blithe 
and undaunted, the school should have resisted the encroachments 
of w ar: its life should continue not simply sturdily as before but
increasing in virility with the splendour and versatility of its achieve
ments ; so that what once were the steady beatings of a healthy heart 
may become transformed into the hammer strokes of that of a Titan.

Then, in the face of such transformation, may we augur a brilliant 
future for the “ Centaur ”, when the flowers of our wit shall be un
surpassed in their lustre ; when, picking up their pens, our contri
butors shall, indeed, write like angels.

W.J.J.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
Head Prefect: P. A. Morley.

Vice-Captain : J. G. Sharp.

Prefects : R. Davies, P. Flint, \V. J. Jallands, D. H. Lindley,
F. Musgrove.

Sub-Prefects : R. R. Allcodc, P. R. Boulton, E. W. Clarke, C. Cosford,
R. Henstock, D. B. Learning, J. E. Pilbeam.

Captain of Cricket : R. R. Allcock.
Vice-Captain : P. Flint.

Captain of Swimming : R. Peat.

House Captains : Blue house, P. A. Morley,: Green H ouse, J. G.
Sharp : Red House, P. F lin t: Yellow House, 
W. J. Jallands.

SCHOOL NOTES
Mr. W. L. Learning and Mr. B. O. Anson have been co-opted to 

the Board of Governors in place of Mr. W. Barber and Alderman G. 
Taylor, who have resigned.

Mr. R. R. S. Bennett, Mr. S. Knox and Mr. E. Pinkett all joined 
the R. A. F. early in the year and Mr. A. Young has just joined the 
Ministry of Supply. We wish them luck and happiness in their new 
work.

We welcome to the school Dr. W. Yeitch, B.A., D. Mus. (Oxon.), 
F.R.C.O., A.R.A.M., A.R.C.M., L.R.A.M., who succeeds Mr. Knox, 
and Miss K. M. Smedley, B.Sc., who is deputising for Mr. Bennett.
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We congratulate R. Henstock, J. G. Sharp and F. Musgrove on 
their successes in the County Scholarship Examination in April. 
They were placed first, third and fifth respectively, and all gained 
major awards. Henstock also won the Henry Mellish Scholarship, 
being placed first in the County and City : this is the first time the 
Henry Mellish Scholarship has been won by a pupil of the Henry 
Mellish School.

J. E. Pilbeam has passed the second part of First Examination in 
Woodwork of the City and Guilds of London Institute.

We congratulate J. G. Sharp, who has won a Warner Scholarship in 
Engineering : the scholarship is worth £50 per annum and is tenable 
at University College, Nottingham.

P. Flint, L. Lewis, P. A. Morley and R. Peat were awarded Rugby 
Football Colours.

The only match played by our 1st XV this year was against Aider- 
man Newton’s School. Our team won a hard game by 9 points to 6.

Yellow House won the Swimming Sports this year, Blue House 
being placed second and Red House third.

On Saturday, May 24th, more than a hundred boys from the school 
enjoyed a production of “ The Yeomen of the Guard ” in the hall at 
Nottingham University Buildings, Highfields.

On Tuesday, May 27th, Lieut. Tanner, R.A.O.C., gave a much 
appreciated lecture on the Battle of Norway.

During May we collected £21 4s. 7d. for the Over-seas League 
cigarette fund. We were pleased to learn that our school headed the 
list of 4,000 schools contributing to the fund.

At the prize-giving ceremony last July Mr. L. W. A. White, the 
Chairman of the Governors, and Mrs. White very' kindly offered to 
give prizes for the best essays on “ Democracy ” . The senior prize 
has been awarded to F. Musgrove and the junior prize to R. Brown.

The members of the Magazine Committee for this number are 
Messrs. Gayton, Goodall, Haines, Marshall and T. E. Smith, members 
of the staff and the Old Boys’ Association, and R. Davies, P. Flint, 
W. J. Jallands, D. H. Lindley, P. A. Morley and F. Musgrove.

We acknowledge receipt of the following contemporaries and apol
ogise for possible omissions :—Cestrefeldian, Nottinghamian,
Gateway, Gong.
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TEN YEARS AGO
During the summer term of 1931 there appeared the first number of 

“ The Centaur.” Below we reprint some extracts :—

The Magazine.— . . . .  As for our title, “ The Centaur,” that 
may need some explanation ; but it is the outcome of the fact that our 
School name does not lend itself to any easy title. So we had to rack 
our brains for something suitable. It was then we remembered Chiron, 
the wisest and justest of the Centaurs, who, renowned for his skill in 
music, gymnastics, hunting and healing, was chosen for his greatness 
to be the mentor of Jason, Peleus, Achilles and all the most distinguished 
heroes of Greek story. So as a symbol of all these fine things in 
character we have chosen “ The Centaur.”

Staff : Head Master : T . O. Balk, M.C., M.A. Assistant Masters: 
K. McEwen, T. Booth, B.A., E. A. Burnham, B.A., A. A. K. Dallas, 
R. Gill, B.A., G. E. Goodall, B.Sc., G. H. Harmer, B.A., S. Marshall, 
M.A., W. C. Porter, B.Sc., S. Revill, B.A., F. A. Smith, M.A., T. E. 
Smith, B.Sc., and J. C. E. Wren, M.A., B.Sc.

Old Boys’ Association.—The occasion of the Rugby Football match 
between the School and an Old Boys’ XV was thought to be a suitable 
opportunity of holding a meeting to consider the formation of an Old
Boys’ Association.................A resolution that an Old Boys’ Association
should be formed was carried unanimously. The next business was 
the election of a committee. The following were elected :— R. Clarke, 
R. H. Purseglove, T. H. Cook, C. Baker, J. North. As President: 
The Head Master. As Vice-President: Mr. K. McEwen. As
Honorary Secretary': J. North. As Honorary Treasurer : T. H. Cook.

VALETE.

VI G. A. Dvkes, H. J. Farrand, G. C. R. Morrell, A. Prothero, 
K. F. W. Raven.

V W. G. Allen, R. E. D. Bird, J. T. Cleminson, J. T. Cook, P. D. H. 
Cottrill, W. Edginton, P. A. Hallam, J. S. Lane, G. E. Little, 
J. Pearson, E. K. Smith, F. J. Severn, R. A. Tuck, A. Webster.

IV7 C. W. Broughton, R. Dixon, P. C. Jennison, R. W. Learning, 
P. T. Lee, A. C. Rodgers.

I l l  H. Bird, D. T. Bowmar, P. A. P. Carloss, H. A. R. Frith, D. R.
Palmer, N. Tomlinson.

II R. I. Cleminson, M. Finch, K. H. Lucas, K. R. Taylor.
I E. N. Weston.
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AVETE.

VI R. H. Eyre.
V A. Gregson, J. T . Haslam.
IV J. Anderson, R. F. McBride. H. A. Nickols, D. \ I .  Taub.
I l l  D. Beecham, P. M. Cawthom, R. H. Webster.
II A. E. Moore, M. H. Thornton.
I. T. Butler, J. R. Fowler, J. H. Perry, D. A. Wolstenholme, 

A. J. Webster.

RUGBY FOOTBALL 1940-41

SENIOR. HOUSE MATCHES.
1st Round Blue House beat Red House, 11—5.

Yellow House beat Green House, 8—3.
2nd Round Blue House beat Green House, 12—9.

Red House beat Yellow House, 19—10.
3rd Round Blue House beat Yellow House, 9—0.

Red House beat Green House, 27—0. 
Blue House won the Kayser Cup.

JUNIOR.
1st Round Red House beat Blue House, 8—5.

Green House beat Yellow House, 15—11.
2nd Round Blue House beat Green House, 5—0.

Red House beat Yellow House, 21—0.
3rd Round Blue House beat Yellow House, 9—3.

Red House beat Green House, 27—0. 
Red House won the Orchard Cup.
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ATHLETIC SPORTS

These were held on May 2nd.

The results were as follows (*shows record):—

Junior Cricket Ball.—Wilson, Smith, Casterton. 54 yards 1 ft., 8 ins. 
M iddle Cricket Ball.—Beecham, Keighley, Groome, *90 yds., 2 ins.
Senior Cricket Ball.—Wright, Henshaw, Topping. 82 yds., 6 ins.
12 lb. Shot.—Peat, Morley, Sherwood. 32 ft., 3 ins.
8 lb. Shot.—Northfield, Smedley, Dring. 36 ft., 1 in.

Jun io r High Jum p.—Wilford and Peach, Smith. 3 ft., 10 ins.
M iddle High Jum p.—Chappie and Chapman, Neale. 4 ft., 2 ins.
Senior High Jum p.—Holroyd, Priestley, Bodill. 4 ft., 7 ins.
Jun io r Long Jum p.—Hoskins, Needham, Richards. 13 ft., 3 ins.
M iddle Long Jum p.—Brooks, Coxon, Houghton and Chapman. 15 ft. 
Senior Long Jum p.—Northfield, Savage, Guilor. *18 ft., 7 ins.
M ile.—Jallands, Cosford, Holroyd. 5 mins., 35 secs.
1000 yards.—Pashley, Bcttison, Renshaw. 3 mins., 3 secs.
M iddle Discus.—Bcecham, Keighley, Stacey. *101 ft., 7 ins.
Senior Discus.—Northfield, Peat, Smedley. *99 ft., 7 ins.
Javelin .—Topping, Northfield, Meakin. 124 ft., 8 ins.
Jun ior 80 yards.—Little, Haywood, Hoskins. *10.2 secs.
M iddle 80 yards.—Chappie, Beecham, Coxon. *9.2 secs.
100 yards.—Lewis, Has lam, Wright. 10.6 secs.
Jun ior 180 yards.—Haywood, Peach, Wood. 23.8 secs.
M iddle 180 yards.—Chappie, Coxon, Bcttison. 20.8 secs.
220 yards.—Lewis, Haslam, Savage. 26 secs.
Jun ior Relay R ace.—Blue, Red, Green.
M iddle Relay R ace.—Yellow, Blue, Red.
Senior Relay Race.—Green, Yellow, Blue.

F inal Order.—Yellow, Blue, Red, Green.

Yellow House retained the Clifton Cup, which they have held 
since 1937.
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CRICKET
At the beginning of the Summer term, the following elections were 

announced :—
Captain of Cricket : R. R. Allcock.
Vicf.-Captain : P. Flint.

The captain, the vice-captain and Martin are the only regular 
members of last year’s team to be playing in the school side this year. 
All three of them have set good examples to the rest of the team. 
Allcock has gained in confidence as the season has progressed. Equally 
successful as a batsman and a wicket-keeper, he is also an able and 
extremely enthusiastic captain, who imparts to the team his own 
enjoyment of the game of cricket. Flint, without obtaining large 
scores, has always exerted a steadying influence on the team, and has 
been a worthy vice-captain. Martin, always in his element at the 
wicket, always very gratifying to watch, has batted particularly well 
this season. To these three players, who are leaving the school in 
July, we wish evert- success in the future.

Topping is another pillar of the team : he is a sound batsman and 
fielder. Naylor and Hartshorn are the opening fast bowlers, who 
have been very successful, as the analyses of their bowling indicate 
below. Haslam and Lewis have batted and bowled with success.

These are some of the individual players who have made up the 
school side. The first eleven as a whole has not developed, as yet, 
with the rapid progress of last year’s team ; nor has it been so success
ful. But there are still several matches to be played before the end 
of the school year, and we express confident hopes of some lively 
games.

Lastly, but this is not the least important part of our report by 
any means, we would record our sincere thanks to Mr. Burnham. 
Behind all school cricket teams — and sometimes taking an active
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part in the matches — stands the figure of Mr. Burnham ; his encour
agement, tuition and enthusiasm have meant a great deal to the school 
and its cricket and football teams. We hope he will forgive us for 
thus recording our appreciation and thanks for his work.

And now, let the notes below speak for themselves.
D.H.L.

10th May, v High Pavement School. Home

Lost.

High Pavement—135 for 6 (declared).
School—65 (Topping 26 not out).

Several defects revealed at this match have since been remedied to 
some extent. This was the first time that all the members of the team 
had played together ; the bowling in general was not very accurate ; 
the batting, apart from Topping’s performance, was not noteworthy. 
Our play was rather dull and uninteresting.

17th May, v West Bridgford School Away

Won.

School—92 (Martin 27, Allcock 21).
West Bridgford—33 (Naylor 7 for 19).

Our scoring was steady on the whole, and although one or two 
wickets fell for very few runs, Allcock and Martin batted very well. 
The Bridgford team had an unlucky innings : two of its batsmen were 
dismissed by “ fluke ” balls from Naylor. The fielding of the school 
side could have been much better.

21st May, v Newark Magnus School Away
Drawn.

School—80.
Newark—28 for 9 (Naylor 5 for 16, Haslam 3 for 4).

The School batted first on a wet wicket, which performed many 
interesting tricks with the bowling. Scoring was at first very slow, but 
the pace quickened later. Eighty runs were obtained in I f  hours, and 
the school had 1 hour in which to dismiss the Newark team if victory 
was to be gained. Four wickets were down for 23 runs ; nine wickets 
were down for the same score. The last two men, however, stayed 
in for over twenty minutes, until stumps were drawn.
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24th May, v King’s School, Grantham. Home
D rawn (Rain stopped Play).

School—105 for 3 (declared). (Martin 48, Haslam 20, Topping
20 not out.)
Grantham—15 for 3.

The school batsmen were in fine form, and the game was full of 
interest. Three catches from Topping were all missed. Martin’s 
batsmanship was a pleasure to behold. Unfortunately, a heavy deluge 
of rain made it necessary for the stumps to be drawn when the scores 
augured well for the school.

14th June, v West Bridgford School. Home
Drawn.

West Bridgford—93 (Hartshorn 5 for 15, Lewis 4 for 21).
School—85 for 9. (Martin 55 not out).

The sun poured down relentlessly upon the players, with the result 
that the game seemed spiritless, the fielders lethargic. Much more 
interest was shown after the tea interval, and there was considerable 
excitement towards the close of the game. The match finished when 
Martin, who had played brilliantly, and Hartshorn were still facing 
the West Bridgford bowling.

18th June, v University College, Nottingham. Home
Lost.

School—115 for 7 (declared) (Mr. Burnham 42 not out, Lewis
30 not out).
U.C.N.—116 for 5.

The school’s first five wickets had fallen for 25 runs, and the side 
seemed to be in a hopeless predicament. But Mr. Burnham went in 
to bat, and obviously enjoyed himself. Lewis also batted well and 
helped to save the side. It was at this match that the fielding was 
definitely below standard. The bowling also tailed off.

21st June, v High Pavement. Away
D rawn.

High Pavement—110 for 9 (declared).
School—46 for 4 (Martin 26 not out).

High Pavement batted steadily and well. It is impossible to estim
ate what would have been the school’s score had there been time to 
finish the match, but Martin had certainly settled down, and seemed 
ready to do his utmost.
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25th June, v University College, Nottingham. Away
D rawn.

U.C.N.—182 for 6 (declared).
School—73 for 3 (Guilor 24 not out, Allcock 34 not out). 

Here, the school’s bowling was routed—102 runs was the score of 
one of the U.C.N. batsmen against us. In our innings, however, 
Allcock was batting with confidence and skill, and Guilor, who had 
hitherto been unlucky, was also playing extremely well.

28th June, v Bulwell A.F.S. Home
Drawn.

School—107 for 7 (declared). (Topping 41).
A.F.S.—79 for 7. (Hartshorn 3 for 11).

5th July, v School A.T.C. Home
Won.

School A.T.C.—56. (Mr. Revill 5 for 26, Hartshorn 4 for 6). 
School—81 for 3 (Martin 35 not out, Topping 29).

16th July, v Mundella School. Away
School—88 (Leivers 25).
Mundella—24 (Naylor 6 for 5).

SECOND XI.
10th May, v High Pavement. Away

School—106 for 8 wickets (declared). (Dring 26).
High Pavement—35 (Leivers 6 for 18, Wright 3 for 6).

Won by 71 runs.

17th May, v West Bridgford. Home
School—132 for 5 wickets (declared). (Poxon 45, Dring 39, 
Leivers 24).
West Bridgford—41 (Dring 5 for 10, Poxon 3 for 10).

Won by 19 runs.

24th May, v King’s School, Grantham. Away
School—114 (Bircumshaw 28, Morley 24).
King’s School—54 (Dring 4 for 11, Leivers 4 for 11).

Won by 60 runs.

21st June, v High Pavement. Home
School—110 for 7 wickets (declared). (Bircumshaw 49, 
Morley 43.)
High Pavement—51 for 9 wickets. (Leivers 4 for 11.)

Drawn.
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28th June, v West Bridgford. Away
School—35.
West Bridgford—36 for 8 wickets. Lost by 2 wickets.

COLTS ‘‘ UNDER 14” ELEVEN.
10th May, v High Pavement. Home

High Pavement—58 (Groome 3 for 10).
School—106. (Sterland 31, Clarke 25, Silkstone 20.)

Won by 5 wickets.

17th May, v West Bridgford. Home
West Bridgford—12 (Silkstone 4 for 0).
School—111 for 4. (Fish 41 not out, Sterland 39 not out,) 
Groome 20). Won by 8 wickets.

14th June, v West Bridgford. Home
School—69. (Guilor 23).
West Bridgford—21. (Clarke 4 for 3). Won by 48 runs.

28th June, v High Pavement. Away
School—55. (Guilor 17 not out).
High Pavement—48. (Groome 4 for 10, Stacey 3 for 4).

Won by 7 runs.
12th July, v High School. Away,

School—100 for 9 wickets (declared). (Groome 30, Clarke 17 
Fumiss 16).
High School—43 (Clay 5 for 2.)

THE SCHOOL CAMP
Although we had hopes of spending another enjoyable week at 

Hulme End this year, we were unable to obtain the use of our former 
site, and it was consequently decided to hold the School Camp in the 
Dove Valley about three-quarters of a mile north of Hartington. 
Although some eighty boys attended camp, members of the staff 
numbered only four.

We had expected some trouble with transport, but our expectations 
were more than fulfilled when we beheld the tumble-down lorry upon 
which the advance party had to transport the kit and themselves to 
camp. Setting out an hour late and undergoing several interruptions
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en route, it arrived at ten thirty to the accompaniment of a typical 
Derbyshire downpour. Needless to say it was impossible to pitch 
tents, and so the party were the guests of the rats in the farmer’s loft 
for the night. The next morning was fortunately fine, and tents were 
pitched and all preparations made for the arrival of the main party on 
the following day.

The first intimation that the campers had arrived was the muffled 
sound of curses in the distance as they strove to carry their kit to the 
camp, the ’bus drivers having refused to proceed beyond the village. 
When tempers had somewhat subsided, the camp sat down to its first 
meal. By eight o’clock that evening everyone was completely tired 
and so when the M.O. had attempted to dose us all with Glauber 
Salts, we retired to bed, fervently hoping that the weather would 
improve.

Friday, May 31st, saw the first of several hiking expeditions. On 
this occasion a party of about thirty boys and two masters made the 
journey to Thor’s Cave. The weather was fair, but inexperience led 
to some weariness among the junior members of the part}-. From 
this day onwards at least one hiking party went out each day. Among 
the places visited were Dovedale, Beresford Dale, Wetton Hill and 
Three Shire Heads. The last-named certainly entailed the most 
strenuous journey and was consequently confined to senior boys. 
The party set out at 2 p.m. and returned at 9.30, having covered some 
25 miles in the 7J hours.

For the Thursday evening before striking camp a football match 
had been arranged against a village team, but owing to the inclemency 
of the weather this had to be cancelled. This inclemency was contin
ued and we were awakened on Friday morning-by the rain steadily 
beating on the canvas of our tents. Fortunately it abated somewhat 
and we were able to strike camp at the appointed time.

Perhaps the most noteworthy feature of the camp was the absence of 
the Thursday evening “ feast ”. It was well-nigh impossible to buy 
food in Hartington, and in such circumstances we must congratulate 
our cook on the excellent stew which he served almost every day 
although we found it monotonous.

Our sympathies lie with the mothers who had prepared sardines 
and bread and butter for tea on Friday.

Despite the inconvenience which was the inevitable result of the 
war, the School Camp was no less enjoyable this year than in previous 
years, and we should like to express our thanks to all those responsible 
for its organisation and smooth running.

P.A.M.
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Those who attended camp were :—

The Headmaster, Mr. F. A. Smith, Mr. Haines, Mr. Connors, 
Mr. Wilson and Messrs. G. F. Harris, J. H. Pykett and T. E. Sutton. 
Form 6.—E. W. Clarke, D. B. Learning, and P. A. Morley. 5a.— 
K. C. Buckle, J. E. Burton, H. Coates, I. E. Dring, K. E. Drinkwater,
M. H. Greensmith, D. Jones, J. H. Russell, E. Savage and J. Webster. 
5b.—T. Greenhalgh, and G. W. Holroyd. 5c.—E. G. Edwards,
E. Newstead and E. W. Tryner. 4a.—W. E. Booth, C. A. Holmes,
F. R. Jones, A. W. Tansey and S. H. Taylor. 4b.—O. R. Barnsley, 
R. Bettison, R. Blundy, P. Bodill, I. \V. Botwright, P. J. Ebling, 
W. T. Jackson, D. James, E. J. Martin, E. S. Nash, E. J. Northfield, 
M. K. Priestley and H. L. Street. 4c.—C. G. Green, E. C. M. 
Luddington, H. G. Tuck and M. Webster. 3a.—D. H. Hooks, 
R. Hudson and R. Selby. 3b.—R. H. T. Coxon, G. Edwards, G. A. 
Gore, S. Hobson, C. F. Noble and J. W. Stacey. 3c.—A. C. Chapman, 
F. W. Chappie, G. T. Clarke, G. C. Kirkland, H. A. Lomax and 
R. G. Robinson. 2a.—F. E. Bradley, J. W. Berrisford, G. Drink- 
water and F. K. Hill. 2b.—P. J. Burridge, D. Burton, F. Needham, 
P. Rowlson and D. W. Wing. 2c.—R. B. Allen, P. F. Burton, R. F. 
Burton, J. F. Clay, J. Clarke, F. H. Godlev, C. A. Krarup, S. V. 
Stanfield and E. Widdowson.

HOUSE REPORTS
Blue House.

We are very pleased to be able to record this term our initial success 
in the Senior House Rugby Championship. Our team won all three 
of its matches and so achieved the end to which we have aspired since 
the competition was founded. Our Juniors also played pluckily and 
won two out of the three matches.

In the Athletic Sports also we were much better placed than last 
year. We obtained first position in Standards, but on the actual 
Sports day we finished second, thus demonstrating again a lack of 
individual performers rather than of all-round ability. We must, 
however, congratulate F. W. Chappie and D. E. Little, who set up 
new School records in the 80 yards, Middle and Junior respectively, 
and J. K. Haywood, who accomplished a similar feat in the 180 yards 
Junior. Our Junior Relay team also ran well and obtained first place.

In the coming Cricket Season both our Senior and Junior teams 
stand a reasonable chance of success. May we urge all their members 
to do their utmost to continue what has so far been a most successful 
vear for Blue House.
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G reen H ouse.
Green House has shown little improvement this term, and the 

somewhat pessimistic outlook of last term has been justitied. However, 
the efforts made by isolated members of the House have been bright 
specks on an otherwise dark background. The Junior cricket team 
is our most promising hope, and the senior team is also likely to do 
better than in previous years. May we recall the quotation of a previous 
House Captain—‘ per ardua ad astra.’ Unfortunately the ‘ per ardua ’ 
still holds true, and the House has not yet risen ‘ ad astra.’ It is hoped 
that the House will enter whole-heartedly into the proposed musical 
competition to be held next term. If sufficient support is forthcoming 
from all members, there can be no doubt that considerable success 
will be achieved.

The War has made it inevitable that some ex-members of Green 
House are now in all branches of the Services, in almost every part 
of the World. To these we extend heartiest greetings, and best wishes 
for the future.

Red House.
Red House continues to do well, and its members may be congratu

lated on having kept up its traditions in all aspects of school life.
At Rugger the Juniors won all their matches, and it was pleasing to 

note the spirit of enthusiasm which prevailed in the team. Fumiss 
made a very good captain, and he was ably supported by Lebeter.

The Seniors had a harder time, but succeeded in' winning two of 
their three matches. They played very creditably against Blue House, 
and although beaten and very much outweighted, carried the ball 
many times into their opponent’s half, and at times almost looked like 
winning. The team was characterised by a certain degree of dogged
ness and determination, which augurs well for the future.

We were not so successful in the School Sports. More boys should 
try to get High Standards, instead of being contented with Low, 
although on the actual day of the Sports the House’s representatives 
looked promising enough.

J. K. Guilor has been appointed Captain of Junior Cricket, and we 
hope he will lead his men to victory in the characteristic Red House 
fashion.

We congratulate R. Peat, a member of our House, who has done so 
much for school games, on his appointment as School Swimming 
Captain.

We are sorry to hear of the death, in a flying accident, of A. Naylor, 
one-time Captain of Red House, and we offer our sympathy to his 
family.

In conclusion, we wish the House the best of luck for the future.
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Yellow House.
Yellow House still fails to attain the standard of excellence which 

has been achieved by the House in the past. Our success in Athletics, 
however, in which we were the winning house by a considerable margin 
of points, indicates the lines along which the House must work to regain 
its former pre-eminence : that is, by determined efforts from every 
member of the House. It was the House as a whole which won the 
Athletics Championship, and the same achievement can be expected 
in the Swimming Championship.

In Senior Rugby we won one match and lost two. This was largely 
due to the mediocrity of our forwards — a defect which can be remedied 
only by practice — and their lack of determination in play. The Junior 
Rugby was equally unsuccessful.

It is as yet difficult to assess our propects for the Cricket Cup. But 
even if we cannot control the amount of ability in the House, we are 
responsible for the enthusiasm which is shown in house activities, 
and the need for this at all times cannot be too heavily stressed.

We offer congratulations to J. Topping and E. J. Northfield on their 
achievements in Rugby Football and Athletics. Both of them played 
for the Notts. Public Schoolboys’ XV, and Northfield established new 
records for the Senior Long Jump and Discus-Throwing.

A.T.C. NOTES
On Sunday, 23rd February, 1941, the Henry Mellish School Flight, 

No. 639, of the Air Training Corps held its first parade. We were 
given an encouraging start by the presence of several officers and N.C.O’s. 
(including a ‘ real live ’ Regimental Sergeant Major) from an Army 
unit stationed in the district, who gave us our first taste of squad drill 
and of the discipline we must expect in the R.A.F. The Flight is 
grateful to the Lieut.-Colonel commanding the unit, for he has shown 
a great deal of interest in us, supplying us with instructors each week, 
and visiting us from time to time to stimulate our keenness.

Members of the school staff, led by the Headmaster, undertook 
the organisation of the unit and, from the first, classes in subjects 
connected with the R.A.F. have been running smoothly. Our knees 
creaked a little with the first P.T. class, as did our brains with the first 
lecture in navigation, but good progress has been made in lectures 
and drills, several 100%’s being gained in the recent Maths, examination. 
Courses in anti-gas, morse signalling, navigation, radio, air-frames, 
engines, aircraft recognition and maths, are now well under way, and 
good results are expected. Examinations for proficiency certificates 
are likely to be held shortly and many of us are anxious to gain the
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coveted star. Those Cadets — fortunately few — who have failed to 
attend regularly, are likely to have the gaps in their knowledge exposed. 
Regular attendance is not only good manners and good discipline ; 
it is essential to progress.

We are fortunate in the facilities given us by the school — the use 
of sports gear, film-apparatus, and stationery. Incidentally, four 
talking films on training in the R.A.F. were shown in the Geography 
Room a few weeks ago.

Feeling, however, that too much ' ardua ’ and not enough ‘ astra ’ 
would tend to make a dull cadet, we have formed cricket and swimming 
teams, matches being played against the School and other A.T.C. units. 
We have many promising sportsmen, and a football team is not unlikely 
during the winter months. A dance also has been organised by a 
committee of cadets under the chairmanship of the O.C.

The keenness of many cadets is already most praiseworthy, and the 
pioneers, whose enthusiasm has existed and thriven in the face of 
difficulties and the early lack of equipment and uniforms, have set an 
excellent example. From the first roll-call and morning service to 
the final P.T. classes, the day is full of activity and interest.

The Flight is attached to a local R.A.F. station, and we are promised 
considerable help by the C.G.I. there. We hope to have flying 
experience, subject to the written consent of the cadets’ parents, and 
this contact with the Service which has won so much renown should 
stimulate the enthusiasm which already exists. The first evidence 
of this co-operation was a stimulating talk by a Flight Lieutenant 
from the Station on July 6th. He dealt with night flying and naviga
tion in a most interesting and often amusing manner.

Additional drill parades are held during the week for prospective
N.C.O’s., and experience is thus gained in the giving of commands 
and the teaching of drill. The cadets attending these parades are 
shaping very well, and competition for promotion is keen.

We are promised a shield or cup for competition between the two 
Flights into which the unit is shortly to be divided. It is expected 
that points will be given for all forms of A.T.C. activity — drill, 
regularity of attendance, general proficiency and smartness. We are 
extremely grateful to the anonymous donor.

Cadets have contributed regularly to a fund which will be devoted 
to various needs for which the grants provided by the .Air Ministry 
could not well be used. More money is needed, in large or small 
sums, and contributions from parents and friends of the School will 
be gratefully acknowledged by the Honorary Treasurer, Mr. G. E. 
Goodall.



Eighteen THE C E STA U R

Congratulations are to be extended to Cadet P. N. Garner on being 
selected for an R.A.F. short University Course. Several other 
cadets have already joined the R.A.F., and we wish them the best of 
luck !

We have been able to welcome to our ranks a number of keen young 
men not formerly connected with the School. They have taken 
their place with the rest of us and share in all our work and activities.

We now want to increase our members to well over a hundred 
grant-earning cadets, so that our Flight may become the Squadron 
which it ought to be. Recruits may join in September, at the beginning 
of the Autumn term. Any present member of the School or any Old 
Boy between the ages of 15 and 17J on July 31st, 1941, may apply to 
the O.C. or to P/O. F. White for permission to join the Corps. Keen 
recruits will be needed who are prepared to sacrifice their spare time 
and to take up the work with energy and enthusiasm.

A mere passing interest in the R.A.F. or a desire to wear a blue 
uniform is not enough ; regular attendance at parades and a readiness 
to be of service are required. Although the Corps is intended 
primarily to train boys to take their place in the R.A.F., the training 
and discipline are also useful for intending entrants to the R.N. and 
Army, and enrolment in the Corps does not involve cadets in any 
obligation to join the R.A.F.

Come on, George, cut the lawn on Mondays . . .  . you’ll have
plenty of work and plenty of fun in the A.T.C.............all your old
school friends are here . . . .  and it’s a grand life in the R.A.F. ! 
What about it ?

J. H eath.

THE SCOUT TROOP
The competition for the Inter-Patrol Shield is very keen and the 

ultimate destination of the trophy still in doubt. The Owls are deser
vedly favourites at present, but the Ravens are making a late run — in 
the true Harry Wragg style — and may just snatch the victory. The 
Hawks have been the disappointment of the competition for they lack 
enthusiasm and inspiration.

By the time this account is in print, Troop Leader Smedley and 
Patrol Leader Robins will have become First Class Scouts. They have 
worked hard and set an example that other members of the troop 
should try to follow. The following badges and certificates have been 
obtained recently, and we congratulate the recipients.
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Cyclist Badge,
Civil Defence Badge,
Interpreter’s Badge,
1st Class Signalling and 1st Class Journey Certificates:

T. L. Smedlev and P. L. Robins.
Cyclist Badge : Sec. Allington.

Our junior scouts have played cricket matches against junior Blue 
and Yellow House teams. The games were enjoyable and closely 
contested. The Blues beat us by one run, and the Yellows won by 
four runs. We congratulate them on their victories.

Scouts Cave and Godley have been promoted to Seconds.
We have arranged an Inter-Troop Wide-Game contest with the 

22nd Nottingham Troop and are trying to arrange a short Scout Camp 
at the end of the term. Both events are eagerly awaited.

3A DEBATES
During the Spring Term the members of 3a held a series of debates. 

Some of the subjects discussed were “ The modem boy will be a better 
man than his father”, “ Compulsory education is a mistake ”, “ Men 
have a better time in life than women ” , “ Public Schools should be 
abolished ”, and “ Brawn is better than Brain.” Minutes were kept by 
the secretary, J. Cowlishaw and the record of one meeting is 
published below :—

“ On January 30th, at the 3rd meeting, Sterland proposed the 
motion that “ The Cinema is of greater use than the Wireless.” He 
said that you could hear and see at the cinema, but could only hear on 
the wireless, and that it was easier to remember anything after seeing 
it. That education is improved by geographical pictures was another 
point that he raised. He also spoke of permanent records of the 
Coronation and of the London ‘ blitz.’

Opposing the motion, Barker said that wireless was more-up-to- 
date, and you could have it on all day if you liked. He also remarked 
that there was a chance of infection or not enjoying the show at a cinema 
because of a fat fellow in front of you, and that it was sometimes cold 
besides.

Guilor, supporting Sterland, said that such films as those produced 
by the Ministry of Information were useful in wartime, and that, 
having paid money, you also pay attention. He remarked that there 
were noises on the programme for the Forces at night, such as atmos
pherics and German intervention.
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Lebeter made a very short speech against the motion, saying that a 
wireless licence only costs 10/- and that it was more comfortable. 
Various points were raised by other people and when the motion was 
put to the vote, it was defeated by an overwhelming majority.”

NEWS OF OLD BOYS
P. Rowe (1929—34), reported previously as missing, has now, we 

regret to state, been reported killed.
As recently as our Spring number we congratulated G. Collis (1930— 

35) on winning the D.F.M. and obtaining a commission in the R.A.F. 
We record with great regret that he has since been reported as missing.

T. Morley (1932—39), who will be remembered as a useful member 
of the First XV and one of our most successful swimmers for several 
years, was reported missing in June. He was serving with the R.A.F. 
in the Middle East. We are pleased to report that he is now known 
to be alive and well. He is a prisioner of war.

We are sorry to report that T. H. Knighton (1930—33) has been 
killed on active service with the R.A.F. In 1933 he was Head Prefect. 
He was also a winner of History prizes, and secretary of the Mellish 
Society.

A. Naylor (1931—39) has been killed in an accident while serving 
with the R.A.F. He was known to nearly all the boys now attending 
the school, for in 1940 he was for a short time a member of the teaching 
staff. He will also be remembered as Captain of Red House and as a 
cricketer of merit.

Another old boy killed in a flying accident is K. W. Coates (1930-36). 
While at the school he gave good service in many ways. He was one 
of the best Rugby Football forwards we have ever had, he was a good 
swimmer and he won the Mile in good time in 1935. He was an 
artist of merit, and he also designed the School Colours blazer.

We are sorry to learn of the death in February of A. J. Shelton 
(1931—36) and we offer our sympathy to his parents.

K. H. Suggett (1929—34) was married in March. We wish him 
and his bride a long and happy married life.

G. R. Goodall (1929—34) has been awarded the degree of M.Sc., 
for research at London University. His thesis was entitled “ The 
Heating of Electric Cables Laid in Air.”

G. Stanley (1935—40) passed the University of London Matricu
lation Examination in January.
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A. M. Billam (1931—36), F. G. Minchin (1932—39) and L. F. T. 
Orchard (1931—38) plaved in several matches for the Three Counties' 
XV.

P. N. Garner (1934—39) is now in residence at Durham University, 
training for a commission in the R.A.F.

W. H. M. Bailey (1930—35), now a sergeant in the R.A.M.C., is 
continuing his successful career as an amateur actor, and has appeared 
in several plays in the various towns at which he has been stationed.

O. B. Smith (1929—36) is now a Second Lieutenant in the Royal 
Engineers. His brother, B. R. Smith (1929—35), is now in Northern 
Ireland, and F. R. Fletcher (1929—32), A. B. Fletcher (1931—36), 
W. Lowe (1929—34), C. W. Marshall (1931—36) and D. H. Otter 
(1930—35) are all in the same regiment.

F. G. Emmonds (1930—35) was in Greece with the R.A.F. and is 
now in the Middle East.

P. C. Jennison (1936—40) and H. A. R. Frith (1937—40) are serving 
as cadets on T.S. “ Mercury.”

A. A. Stirland (1931—36) is with the R.A.F. in Egypt, where he 
met T. Morley (1932—39) shortly before the latter was reported missing.

G. Buxton (1929—32) has been transferred from the Army to the 
R.A.F.

Old Bovs serving with the Home Guard include D. J. Arrand 
(1935—40), J. Heath (1935—40), J. H. Pykett (1934— 39), R. Cherrv 
(1932—39), K. C. Howell (1934—39), G. G. S. Palmer (1933—40), 
J. W. Russell (1932—40), W. L. Hodgkinson (1932—37), S. R. Fuller 
(1933—38), R. P. Webber (1934— 38).

D. R. Burrows (1935—40), and T. G. Dable (1935—40) are Police 
Messengers.

F. Coates (1934—37), L. F. T. Orchard (1931—38), G. Richardson 
(1933—38) and R. Ball (1932—38) are now members of the City 
Police Force. Richardson is enjoying a very successful season with 
the City Police Cricket XI, and on one occasion he made 41 runs.

D. Flint (1935—40) recently took 6 wickets for 30 runs when playing 
for Bramcote v. Sneinton. R. Keighley (1933—38), playing for 
Blvth v. Carlton, took 7 wickets for 12 runs. P. F. Harvey (1934— 39) 
has been playing well for Hucknall ; in one match he took nine wickets.

A. Greenhalgh (1933—40) made 40 runs for Hucknall in a match 
against Lenton United.

The Magazine Committee will be pleased to consider for publication 
articles, stories or letters submitted by Old Boys. Contributions 
should be addressed to the Editor at the school.
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OLD BOYS WITH THE COLOURS
(Every care has been taken to make this list accurate. Any further 

information for future publication will be welcome and should be 
addressed to Mr. T. E. Smith at the School).
B. R. Green (1931—39) R.A.F.
J. W. Havnes (1933—39) R.A.O.C.
A. K. Smith (1929—35) R.A.M.C.
R. A. Baker (1929—35) R.A.O.C.
F. Hall (1929—33) Army.
H. K. Phillips (1929—35) Pav Corps 
A. W. Lomax (1932—36) R.N.
J. H. Riley (1933—38) R. N.
T. L. Pirce (1932—37) Armv 
J. North (1929—30) R.A.F."
W. A. Clifton (1931—38) R.N.
C. E. Bramlev (1933—38) R.A.F.
G. W. Thompson (1932—38) R.A.F. 
W. F. Caldbcck (1929—35) R.A.F. 
W. E. Eason (1932—37) R.N.
S. Plumb (1932—37) R.A.F.
F. G. Emmonds (1930—35) R.A.F.
F. R. Fletcher (1929—32) R.H.A.
H. Everington (1932—37) R. N.
R. H. Purseglovd (1929—30) R.A.F.

166 names appeared in last tern

E. W. Rhodes (1934—38) R.A.F.
R. \1. Keeble (1932—37) R.E.
J. R. Thompson (1932—35) Armv.
W. P. Coleman (1931—36) R.A.F.
R. F. Hallam (1932—36) F.A.A.
R. Wilson (1929—31) R.A.F.
J. F. Kelham (1931—36) R.A.F.
L. Kiddv (1933—38) R.N.
G. W. K. Whittaker (1933—38) R.N. 
J. R. Chambers (1933—38) R.A.F.
A. R. Maddock (1930—33) R.A.
L. G. Greenfield (1931—36) Armv.
J. Ward (1933—38) R.N.
R. J. E. Brookshaw (1935—38) R.A.F. 
L. E. Crawlev (1930—36) R.N.
R. M. Binch (1932—37) R.A.F.
C. S. Shacklock (1932—39) R.A.F.
A. B. Fletcher (1931—36) R. H.A.
J. R. Brown (1933—38) R.A.F.

i’s  “ Centaur.”

BELIEVE IT OR NOT
(Involuntary contributions, chiefly by Form Five !).

The people of Dickens’ day rode in handsome cabs.
The London of Dickens was d irty : sanity was almost unknown.
It is a waste of paper to wrap up school diners.
Mr. G. gets very irrigated when we can’t do our Maths, homework. 
When a master gives a lecture the boys are comprehensive.
The F.A.A. corroborated with the R.N. at Taranto.
When a circus arrives at its destiny the men put up the tents.

With regard to the increase in speed : during the last forty years 
much water has flowed under the bridges of land, sea and air. It 
flowed, first of all, on land at a mere five miles an hour: sea travel 
was very slow: the air had yet to be conquered. Now the water is 
flowing at a rate, on land, of 300 m .p.h.: on the sea at nearly as many 
knots per hour: in the air the water flows at a rate of eight point three 
three miles a minute.

Member of Fifth Form to English Master, “ Sir, who was Antipodes?’ 
To enter the castle they would have to cross a mote.
Banking is a comfortable job and is not fatiguing : it is a suitable 

job for the average secondary schoolboy.
Thermometers are filled with mercy.
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THE RIGHT WORD
We’ve been married now for fourteen years,
And it all seems a lot too long ;
For what is the good of a fat old wife ?
My marriage has all gone wrong.

I cannot tell why I ever proposed—
I think I was really mad ;
For what is the good of my thirteen kids.
When they don't make my heart feel glad ?

What wouldn’t I give to be loose from my bonds,
A bachelor free once more ?
A foolish mistake has spoilt my whole life.
And everything now seems a bore.

I think with regret of my wedding-day.
Of the parson murmuring low,
“ Do you take this woman to be your wife ?”
The Right Word for me was “ No !”

F.N.

ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE
“ That was a near one 1” These words were uttered by the pilot 

of one of our heavy bombers which was on its way to attack the German 
naval base at Kiel. The burst of a shell just below the tail had caused 
the plane to shudder violently, and it was this fact which had prompted 
the airman to speak.

The gunfire became more intense as the plane drew nearer its 
objective. Glaring searchlights crossed and recrossed in the mid
night sky, and, as if weaving these threads of light into a cloth of gold, 
tracer bullets and flaming onions flew heavenwards. The moment 
was indeed exciting, especially to the rear gunner, who was on his 
first bombing raid.

“ It reminded me of my first attempt at acting,” said the rear- 
gunner to a friend of his the following day: “ the searchlights made me 
think of the footlights, and the shells that were hurled up at the plane 
were like the missiles thrown by the unappreciative audience !”

W.D.S., 5b.
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THE LONG, LONG TRAIL
Travellers on the Nottingham—Derby road on the Fifth of June 

may have observed three laden cyclists proceeding at an average 
rate of 10 m.p.h. in the direction of the latter town. The time would 
be between 9 and 10 a.m.

They would not guess what these three were about as they cycled 
through Derby, through Ashbourne, and thence to Dovedale.

They did not pause at this beautiful spot, but dismounted and 
wheeled their cycles along the valley. Suddenly there was an ominous 
hissing sound, and one of the three (in black “ gym ” shorts) ruefully 
regarded a flat tyre. The valve had disappeared. A careful search 
revealed it, but the screw-on cap which held it in position was not to 
be found, so one member of the party had to hike the ten miles of 
path and three miles of road to the school camp.

Onward the gallant three struggled, taking wrong roads, and having 
to return to the right road. Once, after emerging from one of these 
muddy lanes, they saw three H.M. boy’s, who were greeted with delight 
for it was then that the three cyclists knew that they were within 10 
miles of camp.

The next party of three encountered couldn’t have looked more 
surprised had a German “ paratroop ” descended with a folding cycle 
and “ tommy-gun.”

About a hundred yards further on the cyclists were startled by a 
stentorian cry of “ ORDERLY !” — they had reached the camp.

Mr. H. was the first master they saw. He greeted them with a 
nonchalant “ Good afternoon”, as if a 50 mile cycle ride were a common
place. The Headmaster dismally remarked, “ Oh dear ! This is all 
we needed to complete our misery.” Mr. S. agreed with him (what 
bit of Mr. S. could be seen, as it was raining at the time, and he was 
wearing an ENORMOUS sou’ wester. The cyclists thought he was 
wearing a bell-tent).

The three then made a tour of inspection. After a visit to the hill
top, a visit to the cook-house was indicated. Here the three were 
alternately roasted by the fire or drenched by the rain.

After tea, which was taken in the Third-form tent, the three (plus 
one member of the camp who accompanied them on his cycle) set off 
for home.

At Ambergate they split into two parties of two and went by devious 
ways home.

Why did they do it ? Well, it was good fun !
“ Eaglet”, 5c.
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LEGACIES
Happy is the man who can live his life and receive the very mimimum 

of legacies. Here, perhaps, is the reason why Utopia would seem so 
unattainable, for none can wholly escape them. Socialist demagogues 
may be acid on the subject of inherited property and unearned incomes, 
but their very gestures and loud tones are bequeathed by forces at 
work even before their birth, whose generosity they had no chance to 
decline.

The Past is lavish in its gifts, and also implacable, thrusting them 
upon us with the insistence of the too persistent lover. But perhaps 
we may discern not only a spirit of tender passion in our genial 
benefactor, but also one of evil cynicism. For if our fathers bequeath 
not such gifts as Ibsen morbidly conceives in “ Ghosts ”, they may 
more harmfully leave bombs and poisons in the unskilled hands of 
morally ungrown offspring.

The legacy is indeed a thing to fear. Wealth and plenty may be 
bequeathed by fond and far relations — always remote, for these alone 
can see us through the enchanting haze of distance ; the moon on 
sweetly-scented evenings of late June may leave us with emotions 
to be recollected in Wordsworthian tranquillity ; but more often will 
its legacy be the tell-tale stains of “ kiss-proof ” on our cheek, and wisps 
of incriminating blonde hair mingled with our black.

F.M.

INTERLUDE FOR CRICKETERS
It was as if Apollo were late for dinner. The world had been 

clamouring to the skies, pleading with the wind, waiting for the sun. 
The cricket fraternity had waited anxiously, wondering whether the 
Sun God would turn up for the start of the season.

But who could miss a game of cricket ? The click of the bat hitting 
the ball, the wicket-keeper’s throaty cry, the umpire’s decisive declar
ation tempted even the Sun, who was now beaming over the field and 
dancing happily on the faces of the players.

The field itself had undergone complete metamorphosis. The 
angry blades of grass which had been exhorted by the wind, whose 
energy had flagged like the energy of so many fast bowlers, were now 
subdued. The pitch had taken on a new green, a freshness guaranteed 
to inspire all those aesthetic souls who loved Art and the Summer 
Game to sit up and watch the scene with eager anticipation.
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It was like a stage being set with no curtain, so that everyone could 
see the preparations preceding the performance. And now, as the 
scene was set and the dying breeze murmured the final strains of the 
overture, the play began.

So this was cricket. The batsmen, shades of Lars Porsena, advanced 
two at a time to defy the formidable onslaught of the sons of Horatius 
. . . the fielders. These batsmen, thanks to an inspiring exhibition 
by their captain, who had led the way with twenty-five golden runs, 
had aggregated a score of sixty-nine. The captain was a broad- 
shouldered, muscular fellow, who had often been described as well- 
built, but the portliness of his abdominal regions belied such a state
ment. His face was creased with an eternal grin, and the ruddy 
complexion of his cheeks, with the tint of colour at the end of his nose, 
hinted that he spent quite a large amount of his spare time at a certain 
establishment down the road. His men had done well, he thought. 
They could have done much better perhaps, but a score of sixty-nine 
on this ground was very satisfactory. It was their ground, but no 
one envied them, for its undulations were a little bewildering to the 
away team who had travelled seven miles in a very red and very ancient 
fire-engine, which was a direct descendant of the 1880 five-a-side 
hand-pump model. Rustic as they were, they boasted a home ground 
luxurious in comparison with this humble plot of all four seasons . . .

Soh yes, it was obviously the football field as well). The wicket itself 
ormed a gradient which would have excited Pythagoras.

The determination to get seventy runs didn’t seem to help the first 
four batsmen, whose wickets fell for seventeen. Naturally, the wicket 
was again to blame and served as a convenient excuse for those stalwarts 
w’ho had intended to age the scorer with activity. Two catches behind 
the wicket had been due to the persistency of the ball to rise shoulder- 
high after its vigorous osculations with the ground. Yes, it was even 
beginning to upset the ball.

Somebody reversed the situation by scoring thirty-eight, and when 
the ninth wicket fell the score stood at sixty-one. As all rural games 
should b e : nine to w’in and the last man in, which was intended
to make the spectators arise from their slumbers . . . (cricket does 
get you like that sometimes). The ladies opened their eyes and blinked. 
The gentlemen began to fidget and wipe the moisture off their sun 
glasses. An ancient individual with a withered yellow face and fierce 
blue eyes chewed the straw in his mouth much more vigorously, 
beamed and murmured several times, “ I told you so.”

The Suspense lasted ten minutes. The sixty-one runs became 
sixty-eight before Number Eleven, an excited little fellow who stood



THE CENTAUR Twenty-seven

no more than five feet two and kept jumping up and down the wicket, 
gave a catch.

Yes, that was cricket. That was all it was, and all because Phoebus 
had condescended to smile. A silly and meaningless game which 
nevertheless gave him considerably more pleasure than the Other 
Battle which had kept him for so long behind the clouds.

D. R. Burrows.
(1935—40).

APPRECIATION
I well remember the first essay I ever wrote at this school. It was 

called “ My first day at a New School ”. My opening sentences were 
“ I woke one fine sunny morning with the knowledge that I was to 
start at a new school . . . . a secondary school. Naturally I was
excited, but rather shy and somewhat afraid.”

Nearly five years have elapsed since then and I am now relying upon 
myself and the tuition I gained at school to see me through a difficult 
world.

If I had been asked to write an essay entitled “ My first day at work”, 
the opening sentences would have been very different from the corres
ponding essay.

I didn’t get over excited at the prospect of my first job. I was not 
shy, nor was I in the least little bit afraid. My four years at school 
had given me a greater confidence in myself than ever I had possessed 
before. It had given me a firmer spirit with which to face higher and 
more difficult tasks and in my year at work I have come face to face 
with many tasks that would at one time have appeared practically 
impossible to me.

When I left school, I left many friends behind, but not one of them 
have I forgotten, and the keen friendship and the true form of sports
manship, both of which I learned to maintain at school, still exist 
between us all.

These are only a few of the things that were illustrated to me in an 
entirely new light while I was at school, and I have never regretted 
one moment of what at one time appeared to be the most tiresome 
days of my life.

The boys who are still at school may or may not agree with me, but 
when they leave and go out into the world, every one of them is sure 
to share the same views as I have now.

D. M. CUNNINGTON
(1936—40).
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“ OH,  MR WEISBERG ! ”
“ You say that your name was spelt wrongly in the 7th edition, 

Mr. Weisberg, and you want to know how it came about ? Follow me 1
“ You see that long room which seems all window panes, swivel- 

chairs and scrap-paper ? That is the reporters’. There are dozens 
of phones, brrr, brrr, all clamouring to be answered at the same time— 
someone wanting to know what won the Derby in 1925 . . . the 
hospital, saying that another unidentified body has just been brought 
in . . . cinemas giving us details of the week’s shows . . . the 
mother of a local hero who has just added another bar to his D.F.C. 
. . . births, deaths, marriages. The “ Star ” office is a busy place, 
Mr. Weisberg !

“ The fellow asleep with his feet on the desk is the rep. who did 
your case, Mr. Weisberg — and he can’t read his own writing, so what 
chance have the fellows you can see through the glass partition ? They 
are sub-editors ; and a sub is a person who arrives at the office half 
an hour late, stirs his tea with a pencil and cuts out of a reporter’s 
copy anything that is of interest to the general public.

“ Copy comes into the subs’ room from the creed and reporters’ 
. . . another flare up in the middle east . . . Mrs. Brown’s new baby 
. . . police court reports . . . Rashid Ali’s latest doings. Can you 
see their pencils working, Mr. Weisberg, crossing out, inserting, 
writing headings ? They have a busy time, especially with the censor 
on their heels at every turn.”

“ The chief-sub’s getting up now, going up to the “ lino ” room to 
see the page in. Come with him, Mr. Weisberg.

“ Yes, all good subs work in their shirt-sleeves.
“ No, they’re not mammoth type-writers, Mr. Weisberg ; they are 

lino-type machines. Those slabs like a mortuary are the “ stones.” 
They are just making the page up — chief-sub with his pencil turfing 
out tripe to make room for “commons,” the editor trying to read your 
case upside down, Mr. Weisberg, the “ lino” overseer dashing around 
like a cat on hot bricks, swearing to the gods above as work piles up 
on his desk.

“ Yea, we sure are busy, Mr. Weisberg. A mistake just been 
found in the proofs, no time to reset the line so it has to be chipped off. 
How do we get all the bottoms of the columns level ? Oh, that’s 
part of the make-up ; we just put fills in here and there — it’s no 
coincidence. Ah, it’s locked up at last. See any resemblance to your 
evening paper Mr. Weisberg ? Just like a thick lead page which 
reads backwards, isn’t it ?
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“ See how many people could have made the mistake in your name
----- reporter, harassed by a foolish public wanting to impart or divulge
knowledge ; sub-editor, harassed by reporters asking for international 
news, advert, managers, editors, and the rest of the “ impedimenta ” 
of the office ; linotype operator who works one of your big type
writers, Mr. Weisberg ; reader, who should check proofs — in fact, 
anybody.

“ A cast has been taken of the page ; it will soon be on the streets. 
Mr. Smith coming from his office will soon be reading of Churchill’s 
speech, of the latest step by Vichy, of Mrs. Brown’s baby. Yes, the 
“ Star ” office is a busy place, Mr. Weisberg !

“ What ! You— you thought this was the “ Gazette.” We spelt 
your name right ?

“ Good-bye, Mr. Weisguy ! Bah.!”
J. H eath.
(1935—40).



GUNN & MOORE SPORTS GOODS
THE FINEST OF A LL!

■  CRICKET
■  TENNIS
■  BADMINTON
■  SQUASH
■  HOCKEY

The qualityof Gunn& Moore 
Sports Goods has been re
nowned all over the world 
since 1885. From the finest 
materials and workmanship 
o b t a i n a b l e  — t he y  ar e  

unexcelled.

■  FOOTBALL
■  BOXING
■  NETBALL
■  INDOOR

GAMES

RE P AI R S
W c specialize in the  re- 
blading and rehandling of 
C ricket Bats and Hockey 
Sticks (any make) also 
restringing of Rackets. 
The w ork is carried out 
in o u r usual standard of 
high class craftsmanship, 
making the  bats, etc., 
equal to  new for practical 
purposes. N ote, repair 
w ork can be carried out 
w ithout limitations. Lists 
on application.

Owing to  the  limitation of supplies it is impossible to  
issue new catalogues. Send your enquiries for new equip
m ent and quota tion  will be sent w ithout obligation.

Gunn & Moore l™
4 9  CARRINGTON STREET. NOTTINGHAM
Telephone 40714. Telegrams : “ Autograph, Nottingham "

FREDERICK HARRINGTON
DRAPER, FURNISHER
SPECIALIST IN  SCHOOL. HOSPITAL 
AND INSTITUTION REQUIREMENTS

MAKERS OF
Blinds, Curtains, Pelmets, Loose 
Covers, Stage Curtains, etc., etc.

Estimates given for Linoleums, 
including Laying

CALL AND LOOK ROUND
OUR TWO LARGE FURNITURE SHOWROOMS

6 & 8 Broad Marsh, Nottingham
Telephone: 45045 (2 lines)



Your Son’s 
School Clothing

G riffin & Spa ld in g  Lt d . wish to 
apologise to the Parents who have 
been inconvenienced by the shortage 

of School Uniform.

It is agreed that to win this War is 
the chief concern of us all, especially 
those who control our supplies. Such 
control must cause inconvenience, 
but we wish to assure every Parent 
that we are doing our best to main
tain our stock of necessary Boys’ 

Clothing.

G R IF F IN  4  S P A L O IN G  LTD P h o n . 41177
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Telephone 43531 & 43532.

SISSON & PARKER
L I M I T E D

BOOKS ON ALL SUBJECTS 
STATIONERY, FOUNTAIN PENS 

FANCY GOODS 
“ BROWNIE” CAMERAS 

AND KODAKS

BE SAFE
F O R  A L L  S P O R T S, use

SP L IN T E R L E S S
LENSES
backed by £1,000 Guarantee.

Ask Rowley & Co. to fit Splinterless Lenses in your 
spectacles. Made to any prescription.

ROWLEY & CO.
30 Wheeler Gate Phone 41971



/o  FIRE/IDE
M A R S D E N S  . P R O V I S I O N S
come to your table with enhanced value in theie 
anxious days. Here is a service which, for 60 
years, has maintained consistently a high standard 
of quality, rendered with unfailing courtesy.
PURE - FRESH and WHOLESOME

MARSDENS
GROCERS FOR 'THE QUALITY


