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THE CENTAUR.
Readers of this issue of the magazine 

will have noticed from the cover that a 
change in management has taken place, and 
the reason for this can be briefly explained. 
The Education Committee decided recently 
that school magazines should cease publi
cation for the duration of the war. Excel
lent as were the reasons for the Committee’s 
decision, we felt that wc had particular 
difficulties at this School, and that the 
temporary suspension of the “ Centaur ” 
would have a serious effect on the “ lines 
of communication ” between us and the 
large number of Old Boys in the three 
branches of the Forces. We are very glad 
to be able to state that the Old Boys’ 
Association has solved the problem by 
assuming the responsibility for the pro
duction of the magazine. The Editors 
hope that this generous act will be recog
nised by a determination on the part of all 
subscribers to continue the support given 
so generously in the past.
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EDITORIAL
We offer no excuse for dwelling on the war even in our editorial. 

For conservative and tenacious of creed, suspecting and unconsciously 
resisting all revolution, the Englishman even so has succumbed to a 
fundamental change, not after violent struggle, but tamely, seemingly 
realising the futility of resistance. A habit with its roots deep in the 
sub-soil of the national life has been tom up ; the Englishman has 
abandoned the subject of the weather as the sure rock in the quick
sands of social intercourse ! How useless, then, would be an attempt 
to avoid the imperative substituted topic, which has wrought so radical 
a revolution.

Perhaps it is the Englishman’s strength that he veers to this new 
subject—the ability to face the realities of his position ; perhaps it is 
his weakness—the tendency to bewail his misfortunes. In our case, 
of course, it is the former. Rather than try to escape from the fact of 
war, we will exult in the face of this trial with something of the stoic’s 
satisfaction. For war has not revealed our shortcomings but our 
strength, has not stunted our growth, but shown the school’s adapt
ability and continued lusty growth.

Here we hold up the mirror which reflects our indomitable spirit: 
not, indeed, to gaze self-satisfied and smug—rather to judge the mag
nitude of our strength that we may see what standard we must strive 
to better. And though it may be highly polished, cleansed of the mist 
of literary obscurity, this is no freakish mirror, distorting out of all

Eroportion the focussed image of our diverse activities. Clear-cut 
ut not disproportionate, its vividness is not the result of overweening 

pride, but of a determination to make the most of a threatened liberty 
—that of self-expression.

F.M.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
Head Prefect: P. A. Morley.

Vice-Captain : J. G. Sharp.

Prefects : R. Davies, P. Flint, W. J. Jallands, D. H. Lindley,
F. Musgrove, A. Prothero.

Sub-Prefects : R. R. Allcock, P. R. Boulton, J. F. Brothwell, C.
Cosford, R. Henstock, D. B. Learning, G. C. R. 
Morrell, J. E. Pilbeam, K. F. W. Raven.

SCHOOL NOTES
We extend a hearty, though somewhat belated, welcome to Mrs 

Mowat, Miss Birch, Miss Murgatroyd, Miss Ward, and Mr. J. L. 
Jarvis. Mr. Jarvis, unfortunately, is leaving the school shortly, to 
take up a post in the Meteorological Department of the Air Ministry.

Mr. J. Connors, Mr. H. H. G. Davis and Mr. R. T. Prescott were 
called to the Colours in November, 1940. Mr. Davis is serving with 
the R.A.F. and Mr. Prescott with the Infantry. Mr. Connors, after 
some months with the Artillery, has returned to the school: we 
welcome him back. Mr. W. L. J. Pomfret joined the Ministry of 
Supply early in February: we wish him good luck.

Mr. G. N. Howells, who joined the staff early in 1940, left us in 
July and is now serving with the Auxiliary Military Pioneer Corps.

Mr. W. A. Stevenson, a member of our staff now serving with the 
Forces, is in Iceland.

Mr. J. C. B. Elliott was appointed to the staff of King Edward V i’s 
School, Bury St. Edmunds, in July, 1940. He joined us in September, 
1939.
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Mr. B. S. Roberson, a member of our staff from 1935 to 1938, is 
now serving with the Artillery.

In July, 1940, G. G. S. Palmer was awarded a Nottingham Education 
Committee Day Scholarship, tenable at University College, Nottingham.

The Hurt cup for the Champion House was won, in the school 
year 1939-40, by Red House. Yellow House was placed second and 
Blue House third.

Cricket colours for 1940 were awarded to P. Flint, D. Flint and A. 
Greenhalgh.

In summer 1940 Red House Junior Cricket XI, captained by P. 
Furniss, set up a record that will be difficult to beat. They won their 
three matches by eight, nine and ten wickets respectively.

E. J. Northfield, H. L. Street, L. Lewis, J. T. Topping, R. Peat, 
P. Flint and P. A. Morley were selected to play for the Notts. Public 
Schoolboys’ XV in several holiday games.

The members of the Magazine Committee for this number are Mr. 
Gayton, Mr. Haines, R. Davies, P. Flint, W. J. Jallands, D. H. Lindley, 
P. A. Morley and F. Musgrove.

We acknowledge receipt of the following contemporaries, and apolo
gize for possible omissions:— Cestrefeldian, Elizabethan, Brun, 
Nottinghamian, Wheatleyan, Gateway, Newtonian.

VALETE.
VI R. H. Billson, K. H. Brealey, D. R. Burrows, W. E. Curtis, D. 

M. Dolman, T. G. Dable, D. Flint, C. Green, A. Greenhalgh, 
G. B. Hardwick, S. Kerry, P. Lambert, G. G. S. Palmer, L. A. 
Peach, W. F. Peck, G. B. Pickering, R. W. Pilbeam, H. R. Potter, 
K. I. Procter, W. Riley, F. A. Roberts, J. W. Russell, G. B. 
Schofield, J. A. Smart, A. D. Smith, H. G. Willcock.

V A. S. Allinson, D. J. Arrand, E. Attwood, W. R. Ball, R. J. 
Birkhamshaw, J. Buxton, J. C. D. Cownie, C. J. Edney, R. E. 
Elliott, R. C. W. Foskett, G. L. Fox, E. H. Frith, G. C. R. Gibson, 
J. Heath, B. Holgate, A. S. Kay, E. D. Kerslake, R. A. Maxfield, 
R. A. Mitchell, D. B. Potter, D. D. V. Price, E. Prince, B. S 
Radford, J. Rayment, P. B. Redgate, F. E. Rhodes, K. B. V. 
Sharpe, R. S. Shelton, R. H. Scruton, K. G. Smith, L. A. 
Watson, A. H. White, H. Whitehead, D. G. D. Tye, D. F. 
Worthington.
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IV E. E. Beaumont, J. S. Bostock, E. R. Bowler, R. A. H. Cragg, 
D. M. Cunnington, C. L. Goldsmith, G. L. Lees, R. Linacre, 
D. H. Rowett, T . E. Sutton, R. K. Walters, T . W. Williams.

I l l  C. W. Brown, A. Clarke, R. England, G. Parry, D. Vickers.

II G. H. Day, M. Grosse, K. J. Howard.

AVETE.

III R. A. Marshall.

II W. A. Birkinhead, R. T. Laming.

I A. C. P. Abell, D. Alford, H. Barber, A. P. Barker, H. B. Barton, 
P. Bell, P. J. A. Bertram, G. Bonser, K. Booth, J. R. Brown, 
R. Brown, F. Bull, J. Chamberlain, R. Coleman, E. Cook, 
J. Cooper, R. W. Cresswell, R. V. Dearden, N. E. Eaton, 
M. M. Foster, J. B. Glendenning, L. J. Gooch, J. E. Grainger, 
D. Hallam, M. J. Harris, J. R. Harrison, D. L. W. Hayes, C. A. 
Hayhurst, F. Hazledine, P. E. Hellebaut, D. A. Hill, K. Hodges, 
C. Hodgkiss, T. Holloway, K. A. Hoskins, D. Housden, G. S. 
Hudson, K. F. Ireland, A. K. Jackson, K. L. Kipling, B. V. G. 
Knight, R. Marshall, J. Martin, J. I. Mattley, W. T. Metcalf, 
G. W. Morley, P. Nequest, C. D. Newberry, J. A. Newbury, 
P. J. W. Newsome, D. J. North, I. O’Sullivan, D. R. Parker, 
A. J. Peach, J. E. Pickard, A. S. C. Pillinger, F. G. Platt, C. 
Plumb, A. Pollard, J. A. Rains, B. W. Richards, G. Richards, 
J. C. Richards, M. Richardson, J. N. Riley, G. T . Robinson, 
P. Robinson, J. Rosillo, D. A. Sale, A. E. Saunders, A. E. Scott, 
J. S. Seed, M. J. Smith, T. J. Smith, R. A. Spemy, P. E. Spray, 
C. P. Stafford, P. Stephenson, D. A. Stonelake, A. P. Taylor, 
A. O. R. Thompson, H. B. Taylor, A. R. Towlson, W. A. 
Wagg, D. C. Wainwright, E. N. Weston, L. R. F. Wiggins, N. 
Willdig, E. Willmott, C. N. Wilson, W. D. Wilson, W. E. Wragg.
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Senior—

1st Round 1

2

2nd Round 1 

2

3rd Round 1

Junior—

1st Round 1

CRICKET 1940

HOUSE MATCHES.

. Blue House— 155 for 6 (dec.) (Greenhalgh 69 not out, 
Brealey 54).
Green House—93 (Frith 29, Whitehead 17, Lewis 13, Potter

3 for 6).
Yellow House—87 (Topping 38, Jallands 12, Naylor 5 for 7). 
Red House—153 for 7 (dec.) (D. Flint 58, Guilor 32, 

Buxton 22, Wright 4 for 29).

. Blue House— 141 (Potter 52, Greenhalgh 33, Allcock 16, 
Naylor 4 for 39).

Red House—27 (D. Flint 13, Potter 3 for 1, Allen 3 for 14, 
Watson 2 for 7).

. Green House—98 (Dring 41, Lewis 15, Prince 15, Peach 
7 for 27).

Yellow House—101 for 8 (Topping 60 not out, Wright 18, 
Frith 5 for 20).

. Blue House—151 (Potter 35, Watson 32, Brealey 22, Linacre
7 for 28).

Yellow House—81 (Topping 34, Roberts 12, Potter 4 for 31, 
Allen 3 for 8).

Red house—87 (Guilor 21, D. Flint 15, Holgate 13, Frith 
5 for 28).

Green House—79 (Sutton 34, Dring 19, Lewis 11, Naylor
4 for 17, D. Flint 3 for 29, P. Flint 3 for 18).

. Blue House—56 (England 23, Stacey 5 for 9).
Yellow House—79 (Sterland 27, Carruthers 14, England 

4 for 9).
1. Green House—52 (Robinson 13, Fumiss 6 for 8).

Red House— 53 for 2 (Guilor 13 not out, Lacey 11, 
Keighley 10).
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2nd Round 1.

2.

3rd Round 1.

2.

Blue House—102 (England 23, Brown 13, Clay 4 for 21). 
Green House— 107 (Clarke 41, Sharrard 37, Wheatley 4 for

IS).
Yellow House—85 (Slack 37, Sterland 13, Pashley 13, Fur- 

niss 3 for 9).
Red House—86 for 1 (Guilor 49 not out, Keighley 28).
Blue House—22 (Shelton 6 for 9, Furniss 3 for 5).
Red House—23 for 0 (Guilor 18 not out).
Green House—58 (Clarke 16, Giles 6 for 12, Stacey 4 for 18). 
Yellow House—72 (Stacey 28, Sterland 23, Sharrard 4 for 18).

SWIMMING 1940
1. One Length Free Style (J) s 1, Gadd (R); 2, Buckle (Y); 3, Bettison (R).

17.6 secs.
2. One Length Free Style (M) : 1, Northfield (Y); 2, Rosillo (R); 3, New-

stead (B). 14 secs.
3. One Length Free Style (S) : 1, Rayment (Y); 2, Lees (R); 3, Newbutt

(Y). 15.2 secs.
4. P lunge (J) s 1, Buckle (Y); 2, Cave (R); 3, Bettison (R). 42 ft. 3 ins.
5. T hree Lengths Free Style (M) : 1, Rosillo (R); 2, Northfield (Y); 3,

Meakin (R). 64.6 secs.
6. Four Lengths Free Style (S) s 1, Rayment (Y); 2, Peat (R); 3, Foster

(G). 84.2 secs.
7. Two Lengths Free Style (J) : 1, Gadd (R); 2, Buckle (Y); 3, Bettison

(R). 43.6 secs.
8. Diving (M) : 1, Gates (Y); 2, Newstead (B); 3, Rigby (Y).
9. Two Lengths Back Stroke (S) : 1, Newbutt (Y); 2, Rayment (Y); 3,

Coates (B). 44.4 sees.
10. One Length Breast Stroke (J) : 1, Bettison (R); 2, Brooks (Y); 3, Gadd

(R). 23 secs.
11. Two Lengths Breast Stroke (M) : 1, Jennison (R); 2, Newstead (B);

3, Gates (Y). (Time not taken.).
12. Two Lengths Breast Stroke (S) : 1, Foster (G); 2, Allinson (R); 3,

Newbutt (Y). 41.4 secs.
13. Diving (J) : 1, Cave (R); 2, Clay (G); 3, Michael (G) and Buckle (Y).
14. P lunge (M) : 1, Simpkin (B); 2, Nash (G); 3, Priestley (Y). 38 ft. 7 ins.
15. Diving (S) : 1, Greenhalgh (B) and Newbutt (Y); 3, Holroyd (B).
16. One Length Back Stroke (J) : 1, Gadd (R); 2, Bettison (R); 3, Buckle

(Y). 24 secs.
17. Two Lengths Back Stroke (M) t 1, Newstead (B); 2, Northfield (Y); 3,

Priestley (Y). 45.2 secs.
18. P lunge (S) : 1, Brothwell (G); 2, Dolman (Y); 3, Rayment (Y). 41 ft.

11 ins.
19. Jun ior Relay R ace (4 x 1) : 1, Red; 2, Yellow; 3, Green. 92.2 secs.
20. M iddle Relay Race (4 x 1) : 1, Yellow; 2, Red; 3, Blue. 77.4 secs.
21. Senior Relay Race ( 4 x 2 ) :  1, Yellow; 2, Red; 3, Green. 2 min. 50.6

secs.
FINAL PLACING : 1, Red; 2, Yellow; 3, Blue; 4, Green.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL, 1940

1st XV. Report (to D ecem ber 1940).
At the beginning of the Autumn Term there seemed to be every hope 

that the school first fifteen would have a really successful season. At 
that time, indeed, we might have gone even further and have said, 
with the more optimistic of our supporters, that the 1940-41 team 
might possibly be numbered amongst the best that the school has

E reduced. This perhaps, would have been rather too optimistic, 
ut the first match of the season seemed to foster the more modest 

hope that we should have a good team, and it further indicated the 
possibility of some successful matches.

Now, however, at the close of the first half of the season, it must be 
admitted the results have not come up to expectations. Out of the 
eight matches played, three (at the beginning of the season) were won, 
four were lost, and one was drawn.

In the first three matches the school forwards did plenty of hard work, 
but were weak in the loose. They remedied this defect in some 
measure towards the end of the season, when they managed to keep 
together in loose scrums. Opposing teams have frequently been taller 
and heavier than the school side, and by this we have been sadly handi
capped. The three-quarters have been especially unfortunate in 
that they have been unable to break through the heavier opposing lines. 
They have frequently run too much across the field, and so failed to 
make ground; they should tackle more efficiently. The forwards 
should put much more energy into their play; their zeal and attack 
should not flag after half-time, but should continue throughout the 
game.

There were three or four practice games during the term, but that 
more are needed has been indicated by the matches that have been 
played. Only thus can the present defects be remedied.
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Of the forwards, P. Flint deserves special mention for his ability as 
captain, and for his enthusiastic and energetic play; the usefulness of 
P. A. Morley, the vice-captain, has been obvious throughout the 
season; both have inspired the rest of the team. Peat has also set a 
very good example. His clever footwork and good tackling have often 
saved the school line. Of the three-quarters Lewis has distinguished 
himself by his brilliant dashes and accurate kicking.

It is very pleasing to be able to report that no fewer than seven mem
bers of our 1st XV played for the Notts. Public Schoolboys’ sides at 
various times during the season. These were P. Flint, Morley, Peat, 
Lewis, Topping, Street and Northfield.

Finally, a word about spectators. Several of these matches were 
played on Wednesday afternoons, and consequently there were many 
spectators. The presence of similar numbers at the Saturday matches 
would be welcomed, and the members of all the school teams would 
appreciate that more active form of support. Whatever the result, 
school games always provide some enjoyment and plenty of interest 
for the onlookers.

D.H.L.

* * * *

23rd Oct., v. N ottingham  University College “  A ”  (Home).
W on 25—13.

In this first match there were some indications that we should have 
a strong side. There was some good team work by the three-quarters, 
and the forwards played hard, but close collaboration was lacking. 
Two penalty goals were kicked by Topping. The team showed promise, 
but revealed the need for practice. Riley, Willcock and Timmins, 
old boys of the school, were playing on the University side.

26th Oct., v. High Pavem ent School (Home).
Lost 9—19.

In this match our fortune was reversed. The forwards were over
whelmed in the first half of the game by superior weight, although our 
pack became more effective after half time, when there was some quick 
heeling in the High Pavement twenty-five. The school forwards were 
weak in the loose scrums. The three-quarters again showed promise, 
but the passing could have been much better. As the result of good 
combination, D. Flint was able to score a well-deserved try in the 
opening minutes of the game.
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2nd Nov., v. A lderm an N ew ton’s School (Away).
Won 8—5.

The ground was almost a quagmire. Our opponents’ forwards were 
heavier and put more energy into their close scrum than our forwards, 
who were without Morley. Our pack did not support the three- 
quarters sufficiently; the ball was not immediately followed up. The 
school side appeared to tire until the last 15 minutes, when Lewis’s 
brilliant dash from our twenty-five gave us the winning try. A similar 
attempt by Peat failed because he was not supported. P. Flint also 
scored.

6th Nov., v. N ottingham  University College “A”  (Away).
Won 14—6.

As the ball was wet and slippery and could not be handled by the 
three-quarters, the forwards saw most of the game. Buckle hooked 
very well and Peat did some good work. Morley, who scored the 
first try, was also playing well, but unfortunately he was injured and 
had to retire. The forwards showed improvement in that they com
bined in the loose rushes. Peat, Lewis and P. Flint also scored.

9th Nov., v. West Bridgford School (Away).
Lost 9—19.

The School side played without Allen, their full-back. The match 
opened with a quick try for us. Then the three-quarters cramped 
their play and lost ground. The forwards saw most of the ball. Our 
opponents seemed a bigger and heavier side, whilst our pack was 
again without Morley’s help. Towards the end of the game, when 
the school was playing uphill and against the wind, the ball became 
harder to handle, and our play slackened considerably.

13th Nov., v. N ew ark M agnus School (Away).
D rawn 14— 14.

Play was very slow throughout, and the school side again weakened 
in the latter half of the game. The three-quarters failed to make any 
headway after our forwards had obtained the ball. Until five minutes 
before time we were leading 14—8, but two quick tries by Newark 
robbed us of what had appeared to be a certain victory.
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20th Nov., v. High Pavem ent School (Away).
Lost 10—20.

The three-quarters again failed to make headway, and the forwards 
play was very scrappy indeed, although they appeared to hold their 
own for some part of the game. Peat showed some promise at outside 
half when Guilor was injured and had to retire for a time. High 
Pavement School gained a well-deserved victory.

23rd Nov., v. K ing’s School, G rantham  (Home).
Lost 0—23.

This was evidently a bad day for the school side. Our play went 
by fits and starts, with long lapses of tired play. There were some 
fierce bursts of energy, when the ball was carried into the opponents’ 
twenty-five, but our temporary advantage was soon lost. The three- 
quarters again failed to break through a much bigger opposing line.

After 23rd Nov.
All school fixtures had to be cancelled because 

of the weather.

* ★  * *

of the inclemency 

D.H.L.

2nd XV M atches.

26th Oct., v. High Pavement (Away) . .
9th Nov., v. West Bridgford (Home) . .
20th Nov., v. High Pavement (Home)..
23rd Nov., v. King’s School, Grantham (Away)

* * * *

Won 17—11 
Won 15—11 
Won 19—8 
Lost 0—28

“  UNDER 15 ”  XV M atches.

13thNov., v. Newark Magnus 2nd XV (Home)
23rd Nov., v. Humphrey Perkins’ 1st XV (Away) . .

*  *  *  *

COLTS XV M atches.

13th Nov., v. Newark Magnus (Home)
16th Nov., West Bridgford (Home)

Won 8—3 
Won 20—0

Lost 0—28 
Lost 9—13
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EXAMINATION SUCCESSES

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, SUMMER 1940.
H igher Certificate and Inter-Arts Exemption : G. B. Hardwick. 
H igher Certificate and Inter-Engineering Exemption : G. G.

S. Palmer and J. G. Sharp.
H igher Certificate and Inter-Science Exemption : H. G. Willcock. 
H igher Certificate : A. Greenhalgh, VV. Riley, F. A. Roberts and 

J. W. Russell.
G eneral School Certificate with Exemption from London 

M atriculation : R. R. Allcock, D. J. Arrand, K. H. Brealey,
J. F. Brothwell, D. R. Burrows, J. Buxton, C. Cosford, D. Flint, 
G. L. Fox, J. Heath, D. B. Learning, F. Naylor, J. E. Pilbeam,
K. F. W. Raven, G. B. Schofield, A. D. Smith, K. G. Smith, D. 
J. D. Tye, L. A. Watson, C. J. Edney, D. N. F. Hall, A. S. Kay, 
B. S. Radford, J. Rayment, H. Whitehead, H. R. Potter.

G eneral School Certificate: T. G. Dable, G. A. Dykes, G. C. 
R. Morrell, L. A. Peach, A. S. Allinson, W. R. Ball, P. Lambert, 
W. F. Peck, R. W. Pilbeam, P. B. Redgate, R. S. Shelton, J. A. 
Smart, D. F. Worthington, J. C. D. Cownie, R. E. Elliott, E. H. 
Frith, D. D. V. Price, A. H. White.

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, DECEMBER 1940.
G eneral School Certificate W ith Exemption from London 

M atriculation : W. G. Allen, G. A. Dykes, W. Edginton, B. B. 
Foster, G. E. Little.

G eneral School Certificate: E. W. Clarke, H. J. Farrand, J. 
Pearson, E. K. Smith, R. A. Tuck.

PRIZE DAY, 1938-39
On Friday, July 26th, 1940, the prize-winners for the school year 

1938 - 1939 received their prizes. The proceedings were informal 
and there were no visitors present. After King Henry’s song had 
been sung by the boys, the Headmaster made a brief speech. There 
was no need for him to read a report on the school year, he said, nor 
was there any need for him to introduce Mrs. L. W. A. White, who 
had kindly come to distribute the prizes. Mrs. White was no stranger, 
for she had visited the school many times and, with Mr. White, had 
spent some time at the school camp. After the distribution of the
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prizes Mrs. White made a charming and cheerful speech. Mr. 
White, the Chairman of the School Governors, then spoke of the 
necessity of courage and industry at all times, but especially at the 
moment. Stressing the value of democracy, Mr. White said that he 
and Mrs. White were so anxious for all the boys to understand what 
was meant by “ democracy ” that they were offering special prizes for 
the best two essays written on that subject by members of the school. 
The Headmaster thanked Mr. and Mrs. White for this kind offer, 
and the Head Prefect, G. B. Hardwick, proposed a vote of thanks 
to Mr. and Mrs. White for their presence at the prize distribution. 
The vote of thanks was followed by the usual cheers, the hymn “ All 
creatures of our God and King,” and the National Anthem.

PRIZE LIST, 1939-40
FORM I Form Prizes : P. F. Burton, D. A. J. Key, R. W. Leivers.

Effort Prizes : E. Widdowson, F. J. Bancroft, G. Garton. 
Art and H andicraft Prize : W. B. Chappell. Essay Prize : 
F. D. Topps. P.T. and G ames Prizes : G. W. Fish, J. F. 
Clay.

FORM II F orm Prizes : P. W. Elliott, A. I. Beeston, C. T. Greenwood.
Additional Prizes : E. Whitehead, M. A. Ball, T . Davies. Art 
and H andicraft Prize : P. R. H. Riley.
Essay Prize : D. G. Hallam. P.T. and G ames Prizes : W. L. 
Bircumshaw, J. K. Guilor.

FORM III Form Prizes : F. Arnold, H. L. Street, E. R. Bowler, P. J.
Gadd. Additional Prizes : E. J. Martin, F. J. Birkin. A rt 
and Handicraft Prize : L. A. Wright. Essay Prize : W. E. 
Booth. P.T. and G ames Prizes : L. A. Wright, E. J. Martin.

FORM IV Form Prizes: C. B. Redgate, J. H. Russell, J. Willment.
Additional Prizes : L. G. Hunter, G. B. Smedley, L. G. 
Guilor, R. Peat. Art and H andicrafts Prize : J. M. Gill. 
Essay Prize : M. H. Greensmith. P.T. and G ames Prize : R. 
Peat.

FORM V F orm Prizes : J. F. Brothwell, J. Buxton, K. H. Brealey, C.
Cosford, G. L. Fox, G. C. R. Morrell, F. Naylor, C. J. Edney, 
R. E. Elliott. Essay Prize : K. F. W. Raven. P.T . and G ames 
Prize : L. A. Watson. Magazine Prize : D. R. Burrows. 
M elliship Service Prize : L. A. Watson.

FORM VI Form Prizes : R. Henstock, F. Musgrove, R. Davies, G. B.
Pickering, J. W. Russell, H. G. Willcock, J. G. Sharp, F. A. 
Roberts. Essay Prize : G. B. Pickering. Additional Service 
Prize : P. A. Morley. H eadmaster’s Prize for H ead 
Prefect : G. B. Hardwick.
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HARVESTING
The Government harvesting scheme, when announced by the 

Headmaster shortly before the summer holidays, was greeted with 
considerable enthusiasm by the senior members of the school, to whom 
the scheme applied. The proposal was that schools should send out 
parties of boys to be billeted in districts where farmers wished to 
employ schoolboy labour either actually to assist in the harvest or to 
enable skilled hands to be released for the purpose. Eventually a 
party of twenty-two boys was formed in the case of our own school. 
Walkeringham, near Retford, was to be their destination, and each 
boy was to make his own transport arrangements.

For the majority this meant cycling. On Sunday afternoon the 
cyclists met in Daybrook square, and by six p.m. our temporary home 
was reached, when we were first met with what later became an 
almost essential feature of the camp, the smell of frying bacon. 
There were certainly no grounds for complaint about the site of the base, 
which had been in former days an isolation hospital. The hospital, 
bounded on all sides by fields, was reached from the road by a long 
winding drive and was well screened by the hedges of the fields which 
lay before the building. Nor could the newcomers be dissatisfied 
with what they found inside the hospital. What had been the two 
wards of the hospital were for our purposes dormitory and dining- 
common-room respectively ; there were numerous cupboards with 
books, a well-equipped kitchen (which was taboo to all except orderlies) 
and, joy upon joy, two bathrooms (one out of commission) complete 
with proper baths and hot water laid on ! Instantly were dispelled all 
the visions of primitive wash-downs of the bowl-and-bucket order 
which had been induced by reports of conditions at other school 
harvest camps. The only grouse was that we were not allowed to 
have palliasses ; and the wooden floor certainly looked, and later that 
evening felt, extremely hard.

The next day, Monday, was our first try-out on a new time-table, 
which for the next eleven days was as follows:—

? a.m. Orderlies rise (when Mr. C.’s alarm clock remembered to 
go off.)

6.15 a.m. General Reveille.
6.45 a.m. Breakfast.
7.0 to 8.0 a.m. Start work at the farms (the times varied).
9.0 to 9.30 a.m. Break for refreshment.
12.0 to 1.0 p.m. Mid-day lunch.
5.0 p.m. Knock-off.
5.45 p.m. Dinner.
9.0 p.m. Supper.
9.30 p.m. (approx.) Lights out.
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Each boy had been instructed on the previous night which farm he 
was to work on and how to find his way there. After breakfast, which 
for the duration of the camp was the orderlies’ chef d’oevre, there was 
a general exodus of cyclists from the camp, and shortly all were being 
initiated into the arts of farming. That evening at the camp there 
were many weary limbs, and descriptions of the day’s work were to be 
heard everywhere. Many had had agreeable tasks. Some had not, 
as the grim faces of those who had been threshing indicated. The 
evening meal, however, could always be guaranteed to restore fresh 
life to the jaded harvesters. To be able to rattle on enamel mugs, to 
yell “ Orderly,” and to see Messrs. C. and S. entering laden with 
plates of food—these were the privileges which could not fail to revive 
any tired schoolboy. After dinner, members of the camp were free 
to do as they pleased, with the restriction that they were to be in by 
black-out time. For those who wished to remain indoors after dinner 
there were chess sets, a darts board and books. At nine o’clock Mr. 
C.’s wireless set could generally be relied upon to give out the news, 
after which most of us willingly crawled into our blankets. Following 
lights out, there were a few moments of general hub-bub, until grad
ually the effects of the day’s labour quietened all tongues.

The remainder of that week resembled Monday very closely, with 
the exception that occasional problems arose of having to find more 
work for boys whose services were no longer needed by their original 
employers. Saturday, however, was a day to be looked forward to. 
Firstly, work for the day finished at twelve midday, and secondly, a 
camp eleven was due to play a village team at soccer in the evening. 
After an enjoyable game the school side lost (somewhat heavily it is 
said), but the defeat was soon forgotten amidst the joys of the sub
sequent visit to the local fish-shop.

On Sunday night it was generally announced that the unemployment 
problem had become extremely grave. Several boys had towards the 
end of the week finished at their first farm, and Messrs. S. and C. had 
been unable to find farmers who wished to hire more boys. The 
question whether these out-of-works should stay was put to the whole 
camp and it was unanimously voted that those in work should pay out 
of their profits (it was hoped there would be some) for the maintenance 
of the others. On the following Tuesday, however, six boys were 
obliged to return to Nottingham. Thursday was to be the last 
working day for the whole camp : the weather was the first to celebrate 
this fact by sending us our only rainy day. It is rumoured, though, 
that there were grander and more tasty celebrations that night at the 
camp 1
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The next morning the cyclists set out for Nottingham in the face of 
a strong head-wind and under a threatening sky. Rain held off, 
however, and Nottingham was reached in the middle of the afternoon. 
Everyone was glad to be back; farm-work had been found to be very 
healthy but also very vigorous. While we were at Walkeringham Mr. 
C. and Mr. S. looked after us very efficiently, and besides compliment
ing them on their dexterity at waiting on us, we wish to express our 
gratitude to them for carrying out so well the unenviable task of 
managing a camp of boys.

“ AGRICOLA.”

THE SCOUT TROOP
During the first eight months of 1940 our activities were very 

limited, but in September a totally unexpected and very welcome 
change took place. Such large numbers of new boys wished to join 
the troop that many had to be refused. The troop was enlarged from 
four to six patrols, and our total membership reached fifty-six.

The J.C.L. and Pavilion have been fully occupied during dinner 
intervals. Bagatelle, Table-Tennis and Darts have been enjoyed by 
each patrol in turn, whilst the remaining patrols have practised for 
the Tenderfoot and 2nd Class Badges. So much industry was shown 
that, with the exception of three, all new members gained their Tender
foot badges, and many, in addition, passed several 2nd Class tests.

Several Dress Parades have been held on Saturday mornings. At 
one of these we held an Investiture in the School Assembly Hall. 
The ceremony was very impressive and more than thirty Scouts made 
the Scout Promise.

P/L. Nash and Sec. Buckle gained their Proficiency Badges for Fire- 
Fighting and Swimming. In preparation for the former they under
went a course of training at local A.F.S. Stations. They enjoyed the 
course, which was most interesting, and they spoke highly of their 
firemen-lecturers.

P /L ’s. Flint, Savage, Jones, Smedley and Holroyd and Sec. Coates 
were members of the Harvest Camp at Walkeringham, and all did 
well in their various spheres. Savage and Jones were particularly 
useful in the kitchen.

One of our ex-members, D. Melliship, has started a new troop, 
and he has already more than twenty scouts. We wish him every 
success, and shall look forward to some friendly rivalry between the 
two troops.
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Inter-Patrol rivalry for possession of the Scout Shield is very keen. 
The positions at present are : (1) Owls, 34$ pts. ; (2) Pigeons,32$ 
pts. ; (3) Peewits, 31 pts.; (4) Falcons, 29 pts. ; (5) Ravens, 261 
pts. ; (6) Hawks, 14$ pts. The P/L  of the Hawks must try to alter 
his patrol’s poor showing !

Four of our members, Webster, Bird, Dixon and Tomlinson, who 
had all attained the rank of “ Second,” left us at Christmas. We wish 
them success and happiness in their new work. They will be very 
welcome at our future camps, as will any others of our ex-members.

PERSONNEL.
Scoutm aster. Mr. Cross.
Acting A.S.M. and T.L. P. Flint.
Falcons. P/L, E. S. Nash; Sec. J. A. Buckle; Scouts, J. H. Carru- 
thers, J. Clarke, C. A. Hayhurst, D. A. Hill, S. C. Pillinger.

Hawks. P/L, E. Savage ; Sec. R. S. Barnsley ; Scouts, P, 
Barker, J. Chamberlain, J. Cooper, B. Coupland, K. Hodges, G. C. 
Kingsley.

Owls. P/L, W. B. Robins ; Sec. D. Bowmar ; Scouts, P. Bell, 
N. E. Eaton, A. J. Peach, M. J. Smith, D. C. Wainwright, C. M. 
Wilson.

Peewits. P/L, D. Jones ; Sec. R. Allington ; Scouts, M. Cave, 
K. C. D. Coleman, R. W. Cresswell, T. Holloway, H. C. Kettle, G. 
T. Robinson.

Pigeons. P/L, G. W. Holroyd ; Sec. R. B. Allen ; Scouts, G. 
Bonser, J. Clay, F. H. Godley, J. A. Newbury, J. C. Richards.

Ravens. P/L, G. B. Smedley ; Sec. H. Coates ; Scouts, R. 
Brown, E. Cook, M. M. Foster, G. Hudson, J. D. Seed, A. O. R. 
Thomson.

SCHOOL CONCERT
The concert opened with “ Good King Wenceslas ” and “ The 

First Noel,” sung by the school and accompanied by the orchestra. 
At times there was a suggestion of competition rather than accompani
ment, the energy of the orchestra producing sufficient sound to drown 
the singing. This vocal and instrumental struggle was followed by 
the usual morning “ break,” during which the compere disappeared. 
The audience, re-assembled, called loudly for his return. The compere, 
who had been taking a stroll round the premises, suddenly realised 
that everyone else was in the hall, and made a hasty and apologetic 
re-appearance.



THE CENTAUR Nineteen

Jukes re-opened the programme with a piano solo entitled “ In 
Town Tonight,” and this was followed by a sketch performed by 
some members of Ia. The play had no official title, but it was des
cribed by its performers as a “ pharsse ” and it was as original as their 
spelling. The acting was reminiscent of the play produced by Bottom 
and his friends, as indeed were all the dramatic efforts.

After this the school sang “ Camptown Races,” and then P. Smith 
followed his success of last year by reciting “ A Seafaring Story,” 
which was very amusing. Silkstone at the piano then accompanied 
Kettle on the violin in “ A Sailor Dance,” and after that Hill played 
the “ Barcarolle.”

We then went from the sublime to the ridiculous. Some of lie  
presented a screamingly funny melodrama entitled “ The Romance of 
a Villain.” Haywood made an attractive heroine : he evidently thought 
so, as he kept on admiring himself in a small mirror. P. Burton proved 
himself a robust wooer, and the play ended with love and virtue 
triumphant. An extra smile was raised when the judge asked, “ Was 
this the gun with what he tried to shoot you ? ”

A recitation by A. Webster was greeted with cheers, and the audience 
was then invited to join Bettison in singing “ Biceps, Muscle and 
Brawn.” However, nobody knew the words, so our aspiring ukelele 
player sang “ The Window-Cleaner’s Song,” in which everybody 
joined heartily. Two musical items followed: Rosillo played
Schubert’s “ Serenade,” and Weller played several popular tunes on 
the harmonica. We then sang “ John Brown’s Baby ” with the 
usual “ effects,” and this was followed by a comedy presented by IIa, 
the action taking place in a Swiss Milk Bar.

Fisher then gave an impression of Hitler broadcasting; the Fiihrer 
would probably not have been flattered, but the announcement that 
H.M.S. “ Henry Mellish ” had been sunk was greeted with cheers and 
shouts of laughter. Silkstone then played a Valse by Durand, and 
this was followed by a recitation. Wainwright recited “ Albert’s 
Savings,” with a dumb-show accompaniment by Bonser, Cook, Groves 
and Holloway, all of Ib. This “ team ” might well be engaged by the 
authorities to help the National Savings Campaign.

The IVa and B Band filled in the period remaining before dinner. 
They played several popular tunes, and their turn was voted a great 
success.

The afternoon’s programme opened with “ The Old Folks at Home,” 
“ Tarpaulin Jacket ” and “ Little Brown Jug,” sung by the whole
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school. We then heard a piano solo by Horspool. After that the 
proceedings were enlivened by Booth and Collins, who with the assis
tance of Gadd gave an amusing skit on the which was very
well received. Lindley played Monti’s “ Czardas,” and the compere 
recited two humorous poems as a surprise item. The school sang 
“ Clementine,” and then the programme was brought to a close with 
“ Auld Lang Syne ” and the National Anthem.

Our thanks are due to all who took part or helped in any way to 
make this concert so successful under difficult conditions, and we 
apologise if we have omitted a reference to any individual item.

P.C., IVa.

HOUSE REPORTS
Blue H ouse. 

H ouse Officials.
House Captain: 
Vice-Captain : 
Rugby Captain 
Vice-Captain : 
Junior Captain

P. A. M orley. 
F. M usgrove.
P. A. M orley. 
R. R. Allcock. 
D. M. G roome.

We should like to extend a very hearty welcome to all our new mem
bers. We hope that they will strive to give of their best to the House 
and their whole-hearted support to all its activities.

Unfortunately we have only one success to record in this account, 
the winning of the Senior Cricket Cup. The Team was very ably 
captained by A. Greenhalgh, who contributed much towards this 
victory. He has since left us. To him, to L. A. Watson, our former 
Rugby and Athletics Captain, and to all other ex-members we send 
our sincerest wishes for happiness in the future.

In the Junior Cricket games we had but little success. The team, 
although very keen, was handicapped by the absence of its captain 
for the first two matches and this somewhat disheartened its members 
for the final match. Let them not be discouraged by these defeats ! 
Most of them will be eligible next season, and if the same measure of 
keenness is shown, success will inevitably follow.

Now that war has engulfed so much of the world, former members 
of Blue House must be serving in the Forces from Iceland to India. 
We can assure them that they are not forgotten either by the House 
or by the School and that a lively interest is taken in all their exploits.
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This year we have already had some success, having won one 
Senior House Match and one Junior. With the support of all 
members we can look forward to a successful year.

G reen House.

This year sees the House in a shaky predicament regarding outdoor 
activities. Possessing a team sadly weakened by the loss of several 
able seniors, we lost all three cricket matches last year—hardly an 
impressive feat. Our best swimmers having left together, we did 
nothing but try in the swimming sports. Regarding the senior rugger 
matches, we seem about to repeat the cricket performance, for similar 
reasons.

However, our juniors have helped us slightly by winning one of 
their two rugger matches, and we hope to retrieve our fortunes in the 
coming sports.

L. Lewis has gained the House some distinction by being chosen to 
play in several Public School rugger matches. We congratulate him.

Red H ouse.

Red House has had a successful year. Both the seniors and the 
juniors have done really well and show exceptional promise for the 
future. At cricket, the seniors won all but one of their matches, 
while the juniors, owing largely to the good play of Fumiss, the 
captain, Guilor and Keighley, carried all before them. The results 
of the matches are shown elsewhere in the magazine.

The juniors gave a good account of themselves at the Swimming 
Sports, in which we came first. Bettison and Gadd deserve special 
mention for their efforts.

We have opened the Rugger Season successfully, and it is pleasing 
to notice the spirit of enthusiasm and determination which prevails 
in both teams. In the senior team, the forwards must be relied upon 
to score the tries.

Three members of the House, Peat, Street, and P. Flint, played for 
the Notts. Public Schools’ Team during the Christmas holidays.

We are very sorry to lose Willcock, the House Captain (1939-40), and 
D. Flint, who have done so much to promote the interests of the House 
in the past. D. Flint, who gained his school colours for cricket last 
season, has always held a prominent position in school sport. We 
wish them well. In conclusion, we wish the House the best of luck 
in the future.
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Yellow House.

The tone of recent Yellow House Reports reminds us of the warning 
uttered by our housemaster at a time when Yellow House was cock 
House. Members of the House were reminded that though they 
might then excel other Houses, great efforts would be required of 
them if Yellow House was to remain supreme. The warning apparent
ly was not heeded. Yellow is no longer the champion house.

At cricket, Blue House won the cup for the second time in suc
cession, a feat on which we heartily congratulate them. No distinction 
was achieved by Yellow House in the Swimming Sports. Nor were 
the results of House rugger matches played last term at all satisfactory.

Now is not the time to dwell luxuriously on past achievements or 
to hope vaguely for future success. Determined efforts are required 
of every member in the House, in the sphere of rugger, cricket and 
athletics. In the recovery of its former excellence, Yellow House has 
a hard task before it. Let that task be successfully completed.

NEWS OF OLD BOYS
It is with great regret that we record the loss of P. Rowe (1929-1934)

in December 1940. He was serving with the R.A.F.
*  *  *  *

We offer our sincerest sympathy to D. R. Burrows (1935-40), whose 
father died suddenly under tragic circumstances in December, 1940.

* * * *
K. W. Stone (1930-37) is now a second-lieutenant in an Anti-Tank

Company of the Royal Artillery.
* * * *

C. H. Eggleston (1931-37) and C. Good (1931-38) are now in India.
* * * *

D. W. K. Jones (1930-38) has obtained Second Class Honours in 
Engineering. He was a student at University College, Nottingham.

*  *  *  *

We congratulate S. Holgate (1929-37) on his election as President 
of the Durham Union Society at the University of Durham.

*  *  *  *

H. D. Whitehead (1929-32) was married in August, 1940, to Miss
Rose Kate Old. We wish them a long and happy married life.

* * * *
G. Collis (1930-35) and A. J. Hawkins (1929-32) were awarded the 

D.F.M. in 1940. Both are now Pilot Officers. We offer them our 
heartiest congratulations.
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AIR TRAINING CORPS
The Henry Mellish School Flight No. 639 was recognised by the 

Air Council on February 1st, and Old Boys and present boys are 
responding very well to the call for cadets. All eligible Old Boys 
have been given particulars of the Corps, and we are very keen to form 
our own Squadron. This means that we need a hundred cadets, and 
we hope that any Old Boys who failed to receive letters will communi
cate with the Head Master without delay.

The next issue of the “ Centaur ” should contain news of considerable 
activity in the school unit. We must ask Miss Birch to design a new 
heraldic beast with wings, or change our Centaur to Pegasus !

OLD BOYS WITH THE COLOURS
(Every care has been taken to make this list accurate. Any further 

information for future publication will be welcome, and should be addressed 
to Air. T. E. Smith at the school).

Allen , C., R.A.F.
Allen, E., R.A.F.
Allen, L. G., R.A.F. 
Allinson, T., R.A. 
Alsebrook, W., Army. 
Alvey, R. H., R.A.F. 
Atkins, V. L., R.A.F. 
Attwood, P., R.E.
Bacon, E., R.N.
Bailey, W. H. M., R.C.S. 
Banwell, J. M., Army. 
Barnett, W ., R.A.F. 
Bates, H. W. V., Army. 
Bates, P., Army. 
Baulkwill, W. J., Army. 
Briggs, H., R.A.F. 
Britton, S., R.A.F. 
Brownlow, L. P., R.E. 
Buck, D. O., R.N. 
Burnell, C. R., R.H.A. 
Burton, H., R.A.F. 
Bussens, J. E., R.N. 
Butler, H. K., R.A. 
Campbell, T., R.A.F.

M arshall, C., Army. 
M arshall, E., R.A.F. 
M arshall, E. S., F.A.A. 
M arson, L., Army.
M assey, C. K., Army.
May, K. W., Army. 
M orecroft, K., R.A.F. 
M organ, J., R.A.F.
M orley, L. H., R.C.S. 
M orley, T., R.A.F.
M orris, W., Army.
M orton, R., R.A.F.
M uir, M ., R.A.F.
M urfin, K., R.N.
Naylor, A., R.A.F. 
N ewberry, O., R.A.S.C. 
Otter, D. H., Army.
Ottey, G. R., R.H.A.
Parkin, F., R.A.F.
Petch, E., R.A.F.
Philpott, E. A., R.N. 
Pontin, F. L., R.A.C.
Poole, F. J., Army.
Porter, W. G. E., Pay Corps.
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Carpenter, N., R.A.F.
Clarke, C. G., R.A.
Clarke, D., Army.
Clarke, F., R.A.F.
Clarke, F. G., R.E.
Coates, K., R.A.F.
Collis, G., D.F.M., R.A.F. 
Cree, G. C., R.C.S.
Crooks, J. K., R.A.F. 
Crossland, J. S., R.A.F. 
Crossland, T. S., F.A.A.
Dean, W. S., R.A.F.
D ench, W., R.A.F.
Drew, A., R.A.F.
D rury, A. K., R.A.F.
Duff, A. H., R.A.F.
Duffield, R., R.A.F.
Dunmore, W., R.A.F. 
Eggleston, C. H., R.C.S.
F ish , H ., R .A .F.
French, H. A., R.A.F.
Frost, A., Pay Corps.
G adsby, J., R.A.F.
Gardiner, P. A., Army.
Good, C., R.A.O.C.
Gourlay, K. A., Army.
G raney, J. T., Pay Corps. 
G reen, J. R., Military Police. 
Greenfield, L. G., Army. 
G reenhalgh, W. G., R.A.C. 
G reensmith, J., R.A.F. 
Hancock, H. S., R.A.O.C. 
Hatherly, J. E., R.A.F. 
Hawkins, A. J., D.F.M., R.A.F. 
Hayes, J., R.A.F.
Hayes, W., R.C.S.
H ill, R., Army.
H ind, J., R.A.F.
Hodgkinson, D., R.A.F.
Hogg, J. B., R.A.
Holliday, D., A.A.
Horriben, E., Army.
H oward, G. J., R.N. 
H umphreys, V. R., R.A.F.

Prothero, R., R.A.C. 
Quinney, H., Army.
Rands, C. N., R.N.
Raven, D. E. A., R.A. 
Reddish, S., R.A.
Reeve, E., Army.
Reeve, Stanley, R.A.F. 
Reeve, Sydney, Army. 
Reynolds, F. H., Army. 
Riley, W., Army.
Rowe, F. I., R.A.F.
Rurr, A., R.A.F. 
Scothorne, H. T., R.A. 
Scrimshaw, A., R.A. 
Sharpe, E. H. H., R.A.O.C. 
Sharpe, G., R.A.F.
Shaw, D., F.A.A.
Shaw, H., Army.
Sheeran, E., Army. 
Sheward, D. A., R.A.F. 
Skeavington, W., Army. 
Smith, B. R., R.H.A. 
Smith, E. H., Army.
Sm ith , J., R.A.F.
Smith, O. B., R.E. 
Smithurst, A. H., Army. 
Spolton, L., Air Ministry. 
Stableford, A., Army. 
Stainforth, J., Army. 
Stirland, A. A., R.A.F. 
Stirman, H., Army. 
Stoakes, S. B., R.A.F. 
Stone, K. W., R.A.
Storer, A., R.N.
Suggett, K. H., R.E. 
Sutton, J. R., R.A.F. 
T aylor, F. J. A., R.A.F. 
T aylor, J., R.A.F.
T reese, N., A.A.
Ursell, C. F., F.A.A. 
W agstaff, F. A., R.C.S. 
Walford, O., R.A.
Ward, G., R.A.F.
Watts, E. L., R.A.F.
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Jephson, R., R.A.F.
Jew, F. A., Army.
Kail, J., R.N.
L edger, N., Army.
L eivers, G ., Army. 
L itchfield, E. A., R.A.F. 
Lowe, W., Army.
L ynam, P., R.A.F.
Cobb, H. F., A.A.
Dabell, C., Merchant Service. 
Foss, W. N., R.A.F.
G ething, F., R.N.
K ightly, F. E., Army. 
Lander, K. H., R.N. 
Goodall, F. E., Army.

W est, F. W., R.E.
W heatley, G., R.A.F. 
W heldon, E., R.A.S.C. 
W hittaker, C., R.N.
W ilson, R., R.A.F.
T aylor, G. A., R.A.F.
Ball, K. H., R.A.F.
Hall, W. C., R.A.M.C. 
N uttall, D., R.A.F.
Steeples, R., R.A.F.
T homas, A. K., R.A.F.
T illey, J. S. W., F.A.A. 
Vickers, W. A. ,A.A.
Walker, D., Merchant Service. 
Wood, L. P., R.N.

‘■GUNPOWDER, TREASON & PLOTTE”
A certain Catesby, who was always “ on the floor ” financially, 

started the famous Gunpowder Plot. The plotters met twice a week 
at a house in Lambeth, sported a dashing taste in wide-brimmed hats, 
grew beards, and flung their cloaks over their left shoulders, at the 
same time muttering “ Hist I ”

This sort of thing could have gone on harmlessly enough for years, 
but some spoil-sport had invented Gunpowder, so Something Had 
To Be Done.

The object of the conspiracy was to abolish the House of Lords 
and elevate the Commons to its proper place. After the explosion 
there was to be a full report of the proceedings, which were to be set 
in motion by a Guy named Fawkes, a soldier with a Flemish accent.

A cellar was procured by one Percy, who crept into the crypt with 
a ton and a half of powder, faggots, and pease-pudding, telling 
Fawkes to stop singing “ Roll in the Barrels ” at his work.

* * * * *
Well, everything was set for the Opening of Parliament on the 5th 

of November, (in case you had all forgotten the date) and it was 
hoped that everything would go off all right—when some dirty, 
double-crossing shyster called Tresham wrote to the Earl of Salisbury, 
a very plain man who lived just across the road at Caledonian Gardens, 
and he ordered an immediate search—though volunteers for same 
were not too readily forthcoming.
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There was old Guy Fawkes, sitting on a pile of faggots, enjoying a 
quiet smoke and listening to the 12 o’clock News, when there was a 
knock at the door. Guy thought it was the boy for the empties (he 
always knocked like that, which just shows you) and opened it.

Somebody tickled him under the chin with a halberd, and said, 
“ What are you doing in these ’ere vaults at this time of night ? ”

To this he smartly replied, “ I t’s not my vault. I got locked in after 
all the others had gone home.”

This becoming modesty in trying to hide his lantern under a 
bushel of combustibles would have led to considerable uproar had it 
not been quickly discovered. If the Plot had succeeded there would 
have been no Charles II—and therefore no History that we can 
remember.

A.G.W., 5c.

TREASURE TROVE
(All the characters and incidents in this story are entirely imaginary. 

I f  any name appears familiar it is a remarkable coincidence.)

Just outside the village of Cowlick is a small, round hill. On the 
top of this hill is an old house with many of its windows broken. In 
this bleak old house lives Ebenezer Ellis Barker, the meanest miser 
that ever lived.

One day, as I was passing by his house, I saw him digging a hole 
in his garden. Being a little curious, I hid behind a hedge and watched. 
After about ten minutes’ hard digging, old Barker disappeared inside 
his house, to emerge several minutes later, carrying a bulging sack. 
This he placed in the hole, and then the hole was filled in again. As 
he re-entered his house, I rushed down the hill towards the village 
to tell my friends about what I had seen. They were very excited, 
and we arranged to go up to his house and dig up the sack. As it 
was winter, it was dark by five o’clock, so we knew we would have 
plenty of time to dig up the sack before it was time to go to bed.

I left home about five o’clock and went straight up to Barker’s 
house. When I arrived at the top of the hill, I gave our gang-call. 
Immediately several heads bobbed up from behind a nearby hedge. 
“ It’s all right,” said Tom Cliff ; “we are all here except little Tony 
Dench.”

“ I did not expect he would come,” I said ; “ he is too little.”
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“ Who is too little ? ” came the voice of Tony Dench; “ I ’ll show 
you whether I ’m too little or not.” And with that he started digging 
away manfully with a little wooden spade he had brought with him.

“ That’s the idea,” I said ; “ let us all start.”
“ Wait a minute,” said Tom Cliff; “ I meant to tell you that we had 

better be careful. There is a thief at large ! There has been a 
daring robbery at Sir Thomas Davies’s house. He is in a fine temper.’*

“ Oh, never mind about old Tom Davies,” I said; “ let’s get on 
with the digging.”

We set to work with a will, and within five minutes we had unearthed 
the sack. Breathlessly we untied the string that was tied round the 
neck of the sack. Out fell a large silver cup, a pearl necklace and many 
other valuables, that made our eyes sparkle.

“ Old Barker must be rich,” I said to Tom. But Tom was not 
listening. He was staring at the silver cup. Then he let out a yell.

“ This is Sir Thomas Davies’s cup,” he yelled; “ There was a 
picture of it in the paper.”

“ Then old Barker’s the thief,” I said.
“ Yes,” said Tom, “ and we must catch him.”
“ I ’ll wait here and see that he does not go out,” I said, “ while 

you go and fetch Sergeant Silkstone.” Off he raced, to return ten 
minutes later with the sergeant. Silkstone knocked on Barker’s door, 
and when old Barker opened the door, arrested him. As he was 
taking Barker down the hill towards the village, Sergeant Silkstone 
looked over his shoulder and shouted to us.

“ If you kids want a reward, go down to Sir Thomas Davies’s house.” 
Needless to say, we went at once.

D.G.H., 3a.

2 B CONTINUED
I. Odd Jobs.

When I am at home, odd jobs present themselves in alarming 
quantities. They include bringing in coal, chopping wood and 
cleaning a bicycle on which everything rings except the bell. These 
jobs are bad enough, but my experience on a farm where I was staying 
put these in the shade.

I received a letter from an aunt who owns a farm in Surrey, saying 
that I could stay there for a week or two if I liked. I accepted quickly,
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seeing that it would be free, or so I hoped, and packed my case. I 
found the time-table, but the page I wanted was missing, so I decided 
to go to the station and hope for the best.

Arriving there, I woke the porter and asked what time there was a 
train from Puddleby-on-the-Marshes, where I lived, to my aunt’s 
village, Woolton-in-Slough. To my great delight, he said, “ S’coming 
in now,” and went to sleep again. However, it was the right train.

I found my aunt’s farm without any difficulty. It was a homely 
place and auntie was a homely woman. She gave me a huge meal, 
which she called High Tea. But—a very large But—next day she 
asked me if I would do an Odd Job or two ! Groaning inwardly, I 
replied, “ Yes.” That did it !

First I cleaned a very dirty farm ca rt: then I washed up—and I 
have never seen so many pots ! Then I brought in the milk and 
cleaned the farm bicycles. Finally I had to turn the chum handle for 
what seemed to be an eternity.

This “ Odd Jobs ” business went on for two days, after which I 
told auntie I must be going home. She seemed surprised. How
ever, I went off to the station. In the train I fell asleep, dreamt about 
odd jobs, and woke in a fright.

When I reached home the first words that greeted me were, “ I ’m 
glad you’ve come. Will you do one or two small jobs for me ? ” 
Seizing my bicycle, I fled.

G.L.

II Bathnight.

My mother always wants me to have a bath when I am busy with 
something interesting or with Mr. (no names !)’s homework. Of course 
I know that a bath sometimes is a necessity, though there is some diff
erence of opinion on the subject. One essential is a towel: mine is 
generally at school in my desk ! Unlike the little boy who liked going 
to school and coming home again but not the bit in between, I like 
having a bath but not getting into or out of it.

III N ovember 5th.

I can remember very well, the last bonfire night, it would have been 
very dark if it had not been for the bonfires. On our bonfire we had 
a big matrace and a gieforcks. Our gie was a very funny one, he had 
a black mask, an old pair of long trousers, an old jacket, a pipe and
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about twenty crackers in his hat. At about seven o'clock we had a 
lot of chestnuts, which we roasted in our bonfire. Altogether we had 
a hundred crackers. We had a very good time with bangs and 
coulered lights every moment. Some of my friends did not have a 
bonfire, so they went round to some houses, and put jumping crackers 
in the letter-boxes and things like that. I do not agree to that because, 
if there was an old lady in the house, it would probably frighten her 
to death.

MEN & WOMEN
(With acknowledgements to Robert Browning)

What else should he be set for, with his staff,
Right arm’s rod-sweep, tongue’s imperial fiat ?
How can his arm establish her above me ?
Yet when they stand and mock, “ Shall smiting help us ? ” 
I in my turn will stand with them, but praise you—
I, Karshish, picker-up of learning’s crumbs.
I’ll say, then, “ Here’s a trial and a task.”

Verse and nothing else have I to give you,
Written with a silver-pointed pencil 
Or peradventure with a pen corroded ;
But if you would sit by me every night 
I should work better, do you comprehend ?
Then do not let us quarrel any more,
But where the brain is, let the heart lie also.

“ KARSHISH .”
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